Mr. John A. Mihaloew:
A Legacy of Inspiration, Innovation and Impact
From 1982 to 2014, John A. Mihaloew, affectionately known to students as “Mr.
M”, loyally served as a teacher at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School.
During his 32 years at OLSH he found himself with various teaching duties and
responsibilities, lending his expertise and innovative approaches to each. The
epitome of the term “lifelong learner”, Mr. Mihaloew utilized not only his vast
knowledge from past professional and educational experiences, but
implemented cutting-edge technology and ideas into his classroom.
Mr. M came to OLSH after several distinguished careers. An early career found
him as a Nuclear Weapons Officer in the United States Air Force stationed in the
Far East. He also worked for NASA researching and developing the first noise reduction devices for aircrafts.
Returning to the classroom, he added a Masters in Education and secondary certification in science to his
previously attained degrees in engineering. Mr. Mihaloew’s expertise in curriculum from his time with the Falk
School, led him to design science and mathematics curriculums for Rand-McNally, Silver Burdett Book Company
and the City of Pittsburgh Board of Education. His commitment to faith education was evident through his
service to the Diocese of Pittsburgh as Director of Religious Education at St. Veronica Parish and teacher at
Vincentian High School and Mt. Gallitzin Academy.
Since joining the OLSH family Mr. M taught physics, chemistry, mathematics, computer science, and video &
television courses. In addition to his teaching responsibilities, he developed new courses in computer science
and chemistry, designed the school’s physics/chemistry and computer labs, served as computer coordinator,
chaired the science and computer science departments, and began and developed the WCHR television/video
studio. He was a member of OLSH’s technology group, the Academic Council, and the Middle States strategic
planning committee. He also served as a soccer coach and sponsor of several group activities including fencing
and archery.
In the ever-changing field of technology, Mr. Mihaloew continuously updated his curriculum, and kept his
students on the cutting edge toward the end of his teaching tenure with his Gaming for Teens class, which
taught students game theory and the basics of programming. His innovative instruction and demands for
excellence inspired his students to pursue careers in physics, broadcast journalism, and computer science. In
addition to his commitment to quality education, Mr. M served as an example to his students through his strong
faith life. He is an active member of St. John the Baptist Orthodox Church in Ambridge.
Mr. Mihaloew inspired his students for years, passing along an indelible legacy of lifelong learning to them. He
stays in touch with many of them in his retirement!
The John A. Mihaloew Endowed Scholarship Fund was established by OLSH alumni parents, who inspired
alumni and other generous benefactors to give to the Fund in honor of and respect for Mr. M. The winner of the
scholarship will be blessed by additional (annual) scholarship monies from Mr. M himself, and his brother, Jim
Mihaloew.

THE JOHN A. MIHALOEW ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship will be awarded annually to an OLSH student entering his or her senior year of study, who
demonstrates creativity and “out of the box thinking”, and who has made a significant impact at OLSH and/or in
the community. This $3,000* scholarship will be awarded for the first time at the end of the 2017-2018 school
year.
*Annual award amount is based on OLSH endowment earnings for the prior year

ELIGIBILITY/REQUIREMENTS
 Young women and young men who are rising OLSH seniors
 Demonstrated creativity and “out of the box” thinking
 Enthusiasm for learning
 Dedication to making a difference in the lives of others

THE AWARD PROCESS
The John A. Mihaloew Endowed Scholarship will be awarded annually by the OLSH scholarship committee.

