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Mrs. J. Howard has been a mathematics, science, and social studies teacher in the MCSS for five years.
She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Albany State University and her Specialist degree
from Georgia Southwestern State University. She believes the main factors
that influenced her to become a teacher are her family values, passion for
education, and desire to make a difference. Her motto has always been:
inspire others to think beyond the imaginable and they will be successful.
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Mrs. Howard is a member of the math assessment writing team and social
studies assessment writing team.
She is currently the 3 rd grade
co-chairperson, a data team member, and school representative for the
state’s CCGPS. In June of this year, she was one of only 12 recipients in
the state of Georgia to receive a scholarship from the Georgia Retired
Educators Association (GREA) Foundation. She was also selected to
represent NMCES on this year’s Cohort 37 Georgia Leadership Institute for
School Improvement (GLISI) team for the system. Jamilia Howard is very
involved in her community. She believes that it is essential to lead by
example. She participates in summer enrichment/after school programs, church affiliated activities,
registering voters, and other political platform agendas. Mrs. Howard is also a member of her church
choir and serves as the technology director, praise and worship participant, and manager for the church’s
music, book, and gift store.
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According to Mrs. Howard, “Teaching is the key that
unlocks many doors. It is the profession that makes
all other professions possible. Whether difficult or
simple, watching learners comprehend their logistical
thought process is priceless. If my actions inspire
others to dream more, learn more, do more and
become more, then I am a successful teacher.”
Ms. Howard along with her fellow Teachers of the
Year from each school were recognized at the
September Board of Education meeting. Above: Regina Williams, Winifred Whitlock, Erin Davidson,
and Jamilia Howard.
Continued on page 6 …..

SMCES Star 4th Grade Social Studies Students
Katelyn Watson and JhyKeria Reese have been “Caught in the Act” and are highlighted as Star Students in
Mrs. K. Williams’ Social Studies class for the month of September. They are recognized for their ability
to stay on task, show enthusiasm for learning, and help their fellow peers in group collaboration. Star
Students are highlighted in Mrs. Williams class newsletter,
announced on WBEN, and submitted to the Eagle’s Nest
Newspaper. They were given an “All about Me” poster to
decorate that will go up on our wall of fame on the 4 th grade
hall. They also received an incentive bag of goodies from
Mrs. Williams and a Student of the Month certificate for
September. Mrs. Williams would like to say a great thank
you to the students for all you do to be successful in Social
Studies. Keep up the great work!
Who will be next Star Student? Will it be you?

MCHS
Homecoming 2012
October 27, 2012
Parade: 10 a.m.
downtown Camilla
Tailgating Party-2 p.m.
MCHS teacher’s parking
lot
Game Time: 7:30 p.m.
For more info, call
229-336-0970.

Congratulations to
MCMS Student

Elijah Mickens
for having read over
1 MILLION words.
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SMCES PTA Meeting
South Mitchell County Elementary School’s first PTA meeting was
held Thursday, September 6, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the gymnasium. The
meeting was called to order, and parents were welcomed by Principal
Vicki Hicks. Kindergartner Kamille Murray led the Pledge of
Allegiance and fifth grade teacher, Beverly Williams, inspired the
group with a reading. The new PTA officers were introduced by
Assistant Principal Donna Johnson, including President Victoria
McIntyre, Vice President Yolanda Merritt, Secretary Heather Graham,
Treasure Shalanda Quimbley, Fundraiser Chairperson Cheryl Wimberly, and Membership Chairperson Torchee Williams. Principal Hicks
gave an overview and information concerning Title I-A programs. All students attending PTA performed the song My Country Tis of Thee
conducted by the new music teacher, Mr. Wayne King. Physical Education Teachers, Coach Becky Bentley and Coach Leroy Hunter, along
with Guidance Counselor, Mary Beth Palmer discussed the HealthMPowers and the Fitnessgram programs. Parents were informed about how
the programs worked and the impact they have on their children’s health and well-being. Parents and teachers were called to the gym floor to
participate in a Mind in Motion exercise activity which is done each morning in the classrooms and at the beginning of P.E. classes to prepare
students for the day. Trophies were presented to the classes that had the most parents to attend. Winners were Pre-K Mrs. Cicely Shazer,
Kindergarten-Mrs. Karen Murray, first grade- Mrs. Tiffiany Simmons, second grade-Mrs. Gussie Hunter, third grade- Mrs. Tanya Thomas,
fourth Grade- Ms. Patrice Dawson, and fifth grade-Mrs. Gisele Jones. New faculty members were introduced including Brandon Spence,
Wayne King, and Albany State University student teacher, Zandria Wright. Principal Hicks gave closing remarks and adjourned the meeting.

Mitchell County High School
Homecoming Spirit Week
Activities include:
October 22-PJ Day * October 23-Dress Up Day
October 24-Tacky Day
October 25-College Day
October 26-Spirit Day; Powder Puff Game at
4:30 p.m.

Teachers at North Mitchell Honored by Walmart
Teachers Reward Program
The Walmart Rewards Foundation has helped 90,000 teachers, across the United States,
purchase supplies and/or nutritious snacks for the classroom during the 2012 back-toschool season. Among those were 20 teachers at North Mitchell who were presented
recently with $50 reward cards courtesy of the Camilla Wal-Mart store. The two store
managers, Kimberly Alexander and Connie Williams, thanked each teacher for their
commitment to educating the students of today and building leaders of tomorrow.

Place Value Gold Winners
The second grade classes at South Mitchell County Elementary School have been studying place value. The standard is MCC2.NBT.2. The
students were asked to cut out blocks on graph paper according to size. A ten rod had to be 10 ones. A hundred block had to be 10 tens. Their
pictures could include ones, tens and hundred pieces. When they got through making their animal or person, they were then asked to count up
how many tens, ones and hundreds and write a number to represent their picture. They also had to write the number in expanded form. The
children and teachers really enjoyed this hands-on activity. Some the pictures the students made were of themselves, giraffes, frogs, and many
other things. We have some really creative students at SMCES!

The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Vic Hill
Schools:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
Vicki Hicks, Principal

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
Jacquelyn White, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Patricia English, Principal

Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Robert Adams, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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SMCES Visits ASU
Thirteen boys from South Mitchell County
Elementary School along with Principal Vicki
Hicks, Assistant Principal Donna Johnson, and
teacher Audrey Wallace participated in the
T-shirt of Colors Football Game sponsored by
the Albany State University’s Center for the
African American Male. When students arrived
at ASU’s Hyper Gymnasium at 5:00 p.m. on
Saturday, September 1, 2012, they were greeted by Mr.
Antonio Leroy, Director of CAAM. There was a roll call of
schools and welcome by Mr. Antonio Leroy and Ms. Danielle
Johnson. Students ate dinner and toured the new ASU New Student Center and dorms. The boys then
marched in the stadium behind the ASU Show Band. They high-fived each football player as the players ran
in the stadium. The boys had an awesome time!

FCCLA Students
Attend State
Conference
By: Joseph Moore, FCCLA
On September 20-21, 2012 the FCCLA Fall
Leadership Conference titled “Find Your
Greatness” was held in Covington, GA.
Mitchell County High School local FCCLA
advisor Mrs. P. Crosby took the four
FCCLA officers which included Justice
Lewis (President), Joseph Moore (Vice President of Community Service), Eugene Butler
(Vice President of Recruiting), and Ja’Shara Burns (Vice President of Communications).
On Thursday, the students participated in an opening session on leadership with keynote
speaker Rhett Lau Bach. On Friday, the officers participated in two leadership sessions
on introducing yourself and college scholarships. The Mitchell County FCCLA Chapter
submitted their local recruitment board, which won 1st place awarding the Chapter $100.
In addition to their board, MCHS also entered the lapel pin design, which made it into
the top ten out of all the chapters in Georgia. The officers learned a lot and had fun
while doing it. Officers are seen here with winning recruitment board.

North Mitchell County Elementary

PTA Fall Festival
Date: October 6, 2012
Where: Old GA 3 Park in Baconton, GA
Time: 11 a.m.—4 p.m.
Come one, come all, and let’s have a fun time!!
Lots of good food including
hamburgers, hot
dogs, fries, chicken sandwiches, and a sweet booth.
Enjoy cow train ride, bouncy houses, decorative
pumpkin contests and lots and lots of games: sand
pit, duck pond, nail painting, and lots of surprises.
The local health organizations will be present with
vital handouts!!

“Big Rigs”
By: Tiffiany Simmons
The 1st grade students at South Mitchell got a surprise and enjoyed the day with Q & Son’s Trucking
Company of Baconton, Georgia, as they studied about the importance of “Big Rigs” to our community.
Students got a chance to ask the co-owner of the company (Stevie Quimbley) about what things he carry
to companies, and they got a chance to actually get in the driver’s seat of Mr. Quimbley’s rig. Students
made a comparison to how long the routes of the driver in the passage to Mr. Quimbley’s routes. The day
ended with Mr. Quimbley eating lunch with the students and continuing their conversations about “Big
Rigs.”
Thank you to Landen
Quimbley for sharing what
his father does for the
Mitchell County Community.
Also, thanks to Q and Son’s
Trucking for coming out to
South Mitchell to help
students relate everyday
living to learning.
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Building Soil Profiles!
By: Mrs. A. Martin
Sixth Grade Science is describing the
composition of soil. Students had to learn
that without rock and weathered rock, there
could not be soil. Also, students learned that
decomposed organic material helps produce
soil and provides soil with nutrients that is
needed to grow plants. The students also
made the connection with soil conservation
and preventing soil erosion. To make sure the students understood
the basic building blocks of soil, they had to build a soil profile.
We used 2-liter bottles, and the students
built the horizons (layers) of soil to
show that they understood soil
composition and how each horizon is
different. Standard: S6E5. Students
will investigate the scientific view of
how the earth’s surface is formed.
Element h. Describe soil as consisting
of weathered rock and decomposed
organic material.
Above: Shedrick Thompson. Right:
Shedrick Thompson and Akeria Burns
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FFA Quiz Career Development Event
Mitchell County FFA member Darrius Hicks recently competed in
the Area 5 FFA Quiz Career Development Event and placing fourth in
the area, with 31 FFA Chapters Competing. The event was held at
Thomas County Central High in Thomasville GA on September, 25
2012. The FFA Quiz Career Development Event allows students to
develop leadership skills by participating in a Competitive FFA and
Parliamentary Procedure Knowledge quiz and by stimulating interest
in leadership and citizenship. Participants are tested on their
knowledge of the FFA and knowledge of Parliamentary Procedure
from memory. FFA is a national organization of over 449,000
members preparing for leadership and careers in the science, business
and technology of agriculture. FFA is an integral part of the
agricultural education program in public schools. The FFA mission is
to make a positive difference in the lives of
students by developing their potential for
premier leadership, personal growth, and
career
success
through
agricultural
education. Darrius, a freshman, is the son of
Melondy and Cisco Mendez of Camilla.
Floyd B. Peters is the Mitchell County FFA
advisor. The FFA Quiz Career Development
Event is sponsored by the Georgia FFA
Foundation.

Future Teacher
By: Vanessa Williams
It is never too early to decide on a meaningful career.
Students from Mitchell County High School are
having the experience of a lifetime. They are getting
a great hands-on experience with working with the
many children of North Mitchell County Elementary
School. Jermaine Hartsfield (left) works hard with
helping a student, Elzia Bright, understand different
parts of a computer lesson. Jermaine has also built a
great rapport with many of the children that he
identified as needing that extra attention. Not only
does he work with the children, he is a great assistant with preparing materials for
lessons. I would like to tip my hat to Jermaine for a job well done.

Special Thanks To
Jonis Johnson
Jonis, a MCMS 6th grade student, led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance at the September Board of Education meeting.

Great Job
Jonis

JROTC Uniform Day
By: Cadet Y. Aldavera, GA-946 Public Affairs
MCHS Air Force JROTC is bringing out the “Blue’s” again. On September 11, 2012, all AFJROTC cadets, 158 strong, were looking sharp
in their uniforms. Every Tuesday, JROTC cadets are required to wear their uniforms in a professional and respectful manner. Members of
Group Staff were on hand in the Freshman Academy to assist cadets with uniform issues. The result of everyone’s efforts was on display as
cadets remembered and showed their pride for America while recalling the tragic events of September 11, 2001.
GO EAGLES!
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Eight Grade Students
Identify Classes of Levers
Eighth grade students, Jo'cilin Moore and Tyteona
Almond, work on a tree map as they identify the
three classes of levers and the characteristics of each
class. The students in Ms. Bullard's and Mrs. Owens'
classes are studying simple machines as related to
element S8P3.c: Demonstrate the effect of simple
machines on work.
The students have
identified the six
simple machines and
used
labs
to
determine if each
machine makes work
easier by changing
the
size
and/or
direction of the
force.
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SMCES Receives Governor’s Honor
The hard work of the faculty, staff and students has earned South Mitchell County
Elementary School the Gold Medal in The Governor’s SHAPE (Student Health and
Physical Education) Honor Roll program. Their commitment to the health and wellbeing of Georgia’s students through fitness and nutrition is guiding Georgia’s
initiative towards their goal of healthier and more active students. In the inaugural
year of The Governor’s
SHAPE Honor Roll program,
39 schools across Georgia
receive Gold Medals, 34
schools earned a Silver
Medal and 39 were awarded
a Bronze Medal. As a Gold
Medal winner, the Georgia
SHAPE partners honored
SMCES commitment to
healthy living with a prize
package including a banner, a
parking sign, and a Good
Sports equipment package.

North Mitchell County Elementary School Literacy Kick-Off
By: LaJuana K. Smith
Wow! What a wonderful Friday! The North Mitchell County Elementary
School celebrated its annual Literacy Kick-Off on Friday, September 07, 2012,
in the school’s gymnasium. The gym was packed, and everyone was hyped
up. The program opened up with a video welcome by Principal Jacquelyn
White. Mrs. White gave a hearty welcome to everyone and thanked everyone
for coming out to celebrate with North Mitchell County Elementary.
Our fourth and fifth grade students, led by music teacher Ms. S. Akridge, gave
a crowd pleasing performance. The students performed two songs titled “In the Pages of a Book” and “Hungry to
Learn.” The students did a great job providing entertainment for the program. Mitchell County Children and Youth
performed a skit encouraging students to read a book. The skit was performed by Zach Jones and Maddie Mazrek.
Following the skit the two did a cheer for the student body. Mayor Annette Morman read the book of the month. The
book of the month for September is “What A Day It Was At School” written by Jack Prelutstky. Mrs. L. Smith asked
the entire audience to participate in doing the wave. The students, teachers, parents, and visitors all participated in
doing the wave. Following the wave, former cheerleaders, Mrs. V. Williams, Mrs. S. G. Williams, Mrs. S. Williams,
and Mrs. L. Smith led the crowd in a cheer. A great time was had by all.
A very special thank-you goes out to Mayor Morman and
MCYAC for participating on the program. I would like
to also thank Darton College for donating items for our
students. A big thank you goes out to Mrs. V. Williams
and Miss A. Robinson for providing the collegiate
paraphernalia to decorate the gym. NMCES wants to say
thanks to MCYAC for providing each of our students with a new book to take
home. Last but not least, thanks to FOX 31 and Keri Copela for coming out to
spotlight our students.
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Erin Davidson
Mitchell County High School Teacher of the Year

Mrs. Davidson has been a 9th grade language arts teacher at MCHS for five years. She received her Bachelor’s
degree from Kennesaw State University and her Master’s degree from Western Governor’s University. She recently
completed the Advanced Placement (AP) training in English Literature. She states “I choose to teach English
language arts to high school students in the middle of nowhere because language is the fundamental, divine gift that
shapes nations, inspires souls, and drives us to excel…”. She also believes that the ability to communicate
effectively opens doors to opportunities that otherwise would remain closed.
Mrs. Davidson insists that her students respond accordingly when faced with confusion: be willing to admit when
something is not working, research answers to questions or problems, and try new things. She continually searches for ways to improve
instruction, lessons, classroom environment, data collection and analysis, and meeting the emotional, social, and cognitive needs of her
students.
Professionally, Mrs. Davidson attended the NCTE and ALAN annual conferences in New York, where she assisted with a presentation of
Aaron Levy’s young adult drama. She is a member of Sigma Tau Delta, Magna Cum Laude National Honors Scholars Society, Golden Key
International Honours Society, PAGE, ACTE, and GAE. Overall, Mrs. Davidson feels blessed to work within a system that encourages the
open exchange of ideas from all stake-holders and to work for an administration that is forward-thinking in its approach to addressing our
students’ needs.

Winifred Whitlock
Mitchell County Middle School Teacher of the Year

Dr. Whitlock has been in the middle school mathematics classroom for the past 17 years. She has taught 7 th and 8th
grade math, as well as serving as an Instructional Math Coach. She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees
from Albany State University and her Doctorate degree from Walden University. She believes that her greatest
accomplishment to education was helping to develop and implement an improvement plan that led to the middle
school’s math scores increasing from 56% passing in 2006 to 86% passing in 2009.
Dr. Whitlock has also served in the role of inclusion teacher, team leader, basketball coach, softball coach, and track
coach during her tenure in education. She has been the sponsor of the Math Club and the BETA Club. Recently, she has served on the
Design Team and Leadership team and has worked extensively on School Improvement Plans, Corrective Action Plans, and the 45-Day
Plan. Dr. Whitlock also represented MCMS on the GLISI Leadership Team two years ago.
Within her community, she attends Beulah Missionary Baptist Church and serves as a deaconess and on the senior usher board. She assists
with the youth group and helps with Vacation Bible School and Fall Festival. At MCMS, she is the coordinator for St. Jude’s Memorial
Hospital fundraising efforts and serves on the Relay for Life team. She is an active member of the NAACP, GAE, NEA, ASCD, PTA, and
the Georgia Farm Bureau (GFB). She believes that all children should be given the opportunity to learn in a safe and orderly environment.

Regina Willingham
South Mitchell County Elementary School Teacher of the Year
Mrs. Willingham has taught mathematics and reading inclusion at SMCES for the past three years. She received her
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Albany State University and is currently pursuing her Specialist degree from
Nova Southeastern University. Mrs. Willingham credits her high school principal, middle school principal, and
oldest brother for encouraging her to enter the teaching profession. She believes her greatest contribution to
teaching is her ability to share experiences and inspire her students to learn.
She is a member of the Georgia Association of Educators (GAE) and NAACP. She has received extensive training
in IEP writing and documentation, identifying exceptionalities, and executing appropriate modifications and
accommodations for students. Mrs. Willingham is very involved in her community and is an active member of Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, where she sings in the Voices of Praise Choir and is the chairperson for the church anniversary Family Night Program. She
has also been a very active member of the American Legion Auxiliary Post 518 for 21 years. Mrs. Willingham treats each of her students as
individuals and teaches them to show respect for each other. She expects greatness from all of her students!

All of our Teachers of the Year are an inspiration and a tremendous asset to the Mitchell County School
System. Congratulations to everyone for their hard work and dedication to the students of Mitchell County!
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MCMS Students Read Over
250,00 Words
By: Pam Taylor, School Library Media Specialist
Although reading 1 million words is no longer the state
standard, Mitchell Middle still challenges our students to
challenge themselves to reach that goal. Camryn McGregor,
Dennarick Slaughter, Elijah Mickens, Ajzane Edmonds (left)
and Carterion Whitlock and Armarion Stegall (right) have
already read more than 250,000 words this year. These
students will be rewarded with a pizza luncheon at the end of the nine weeks and entered into a drawing for two $10 gift cards to be given
away. Those students who read 1 million words or more will be awarded at the Honor’s Day Program at the end of the year. Gift baskets will
also be given to those students in each grade who read the most words. Please encourage your child to meet his or her reading goals as set by
the language arts teacher. The more you read, the more you grow!

JROTC Cadets Hold POW/MIA Remembrance Ceremony
Cadets of GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC at Mitchell County High School held a Prisoner of War - Missing in
Action (POW/MIA) remembrance ceremony on Friday, September 21, 2012 in the school’s gymnasium as part of the
National POW-MIA Day of recognition. Chaired by senior Cadet D’nea Florence, the cadets organized and
executed a memorable ceremony honoring those who sacrificed during their nation’s call. The program began with
the posting of our nation’s colors by Cadets Kendra Frazier, A’Darius Harvey, Deaundra Hill, and Ashantek McCoy.
Mr. Willie C. Marcus, a Vietnam veteran, was the guest speaker. The program included a POW/MIA Table
Ceremony, recognizing the four branches of the Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force) and a
Flag Folding Ceremony which includes specific themes for each of the thirteen flag folds. Other cadets who participated in the ceremony
included Cadets Xavier Aytch, Myia Barnes, Samantha Broadwater, Ry’Shari Burley, Christopher Feaster, Anfernee Keaton, Joshua King,
Jasmeia Lawrence, Titus Lawrence, Joseph Moore, Ronnie Saxon and Zakia Toombs. To date, there are still more than 86,000 service
members who remain unaccounted for. “You Are Not Forgotten” is the national POW/MIA
motto and will remain so until every single unaccounted
for serviceman is returned to American soil. For more
info, please visit the national POW/MIA web site, http://
www.dtic.mil/dpmo/pow_day/.
Business students
Lazarus Williams and Shedrick Bryant filmed the
ceremony, while Stacey Butler and Denzel Worthy took
pictures. The students produced a video of the ceremony
to give to JROTC.

SMCES Math Mania
Our math magicians are back at it again. This year we are encouraging our students to have a stronger background in mathematical
computation. It is important that our students understand basic computation in order to solve a variety of mathematical concepts. It’s a known
fact that students who aren’t successful in math are very
2nd
1st
weak with mathematical computation. Math Mania is our
way of trying to encourage our students to become fluent
in math computation.
Winners from our first competition are as follows:
1st grade- T. Simmons, 2nd grade- P. Jackson
3rd grade- J. Etheridge, 4th grade- P. Dawson
5th grade- G. Jones
3rd

4th

5th
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SMCES 5th Grade
Science Activities

The students in S. Meredith’s 5th grade science class
at South Mitchell Elementary have been completing
many different activities in Earth Science. They have
completed Standard S5E1: Students will identify
surface features of the Earth caused by constructive
and destructive processes. The students used cookies and cake icing to demonstrate the effect the
movement of the Earth’s tectonic plates has on the Earth’s surface. The students constructed models
of volcanoes and then erupted them to demonstrate how volcanoes are both constructive and
destructive processes and the effects they have on the Earth’s surface.

MCMS Visual Arts Club Field Trip
By : Amarion Stegall, MCMS student
On September 12, 2012, seventeen of the MCMS Visual Art Club members
traveled to the Tifton Museum of Arts and Heritage. The Museum was
displaying a traveling show of 36 prints by Pop Artist, Andy Warhol. The
collection consisted of
mythical and cartoon
characters of famous
people of Warhol’s time.
The show was valued at 1.5 million dollars. The Andy Warhol Exhibit opened August
19 and closed September 14. Jerry Walker, our tour guide, talked with us about the
exhibit and the museum itself. She also provided us with a treasure hunt where we could
look for things among the paintings themselves. We were instructed to find our favorite
art work and sketch it into our art journal. It was amazing some of the art we
produced. Several of us added color to our sketches with the paint and markers that
were provided in the work room. They also provided Justin Bieber and Gabby Douglas
drawings for us to paint. We also viewed two outdoor sculptures Joy and The Readers
and learned how the artists created Joy right there in Tifton. We truly enjoyed the trip.

1

Flashlight Fridays
The students in Ms. S. Jones’ class are excited about
reading. They participate in Flashlight Friday. Every
Friday the class spends a few extra minutes Flashlight
Reading at the end of the day. During Flashlight
Reading the students read Accelerated Reading books
on their individual level to each other and their teachers.
To end the day’s activity, the
students take a comprehension
test over their book. As the
student’s score improve, he/she is able to advance to a higher reading
level, as well as improve his/her reading skills. Flashlight Reading is
another way to encourage and promote more reading.
1- Jeremiah Jackson, Jarquavian William, Carmello Johnson, Nathaniel
McCune , Ms. S. Jones; 2. Latia Maples and Alondria Esquivel
3.K’eLilah Hawkins, Diamond Silas, Gia Mancuso
4. Deborah Henderson and Demetria Christian

2

3

4
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MCHS’s Junior Jam
By: Zakia Toombs, MCHS Student
On September 12, 2012, the 11th graders along with their
parents met in the MCHS auditorium to discuss various
topics including the promotion policy, quarter system, and
the EOCT and other state tests. Junior class president Zakia
Toombs introduced a new tutoring program entitled “Each
One Reach One.” Vickie Smith from the MCSS Central
office presented the portion on Title I-A. Refreshments were
served after the meeting. Left: Jaquez Whitfield, Orenthal
Spence, and Zakia Toombs greeted the guests. Business
students Lazarus Williams and Nathaniel Hardwick were the
photographers for the event.

MCHS Sophomore Social
By: Victor Johnson, MCHS Student
On September 11, 2012, the 10th graders and their
parents met in the MCHS auditorium to learn
more about the quarter system, benchmark testing,
state End-Of-Course testing, the disciplinary
process, and importance of good attendance.
Parents were reminded about the Parent Portal
where they can view their child’s grades. Vickie
Smith from the MCSS Central office gave an
overview of the Title I-A program. Refreshments were served after the meeting.
Business students Justin Wynn and Lazarus Williams were the photographers for
the event. Victor (above) and Justin (right) also greeted the guests as they entered.

Second Graders Learn About
Regions and Rivers of Georgia
The 2nd graders in Mrs. Lesonia Wingate's Social
Studies classes are studying about the regions and
rivers of Georgia, Standard G1. Students made a
map to help them locate the regions. They are
learning how the land, plants, and animals are
different in each region.

SMCES
Volunteer
of the
Month
Shante
Dixon

SMCES National Grandparent’s Day
Throughout our history, grandparents have guided their children and grandchildren through trial and triumph. For many of us, our grandparents
were among our earliest teachers and caregivers. They have added immeasurably to the strength of our families, and with compassion and
wisdom, they have enriched our lives with the stories of those who came before us. On National Grandparents Day, we give thanks to those
who helped raise us and pay tribute to a generation that still inspires us toward brighter horizons. The National Grandparent’s Day was held on
Friday, September 7, 2012. The Pre-K students stood in the hallway and sang two songs for their grandparents. The grandparents came inside
the classroom and helped them to make their family tree. They glued the different color leaves on the tree together.
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Third Graders Visit
Okefenokee Swamp Park
Standard: S3L1. Students will investigate the habitats of different
organisms and the dependence of organisms on their habitat.
On September 14, 2012 North Mitchell County Elementary School’s
third graders visited Okefenokee Swamp Park in Waycross, Georgia.
Students arrived to the school before 6:30 a.m. to get on the bus. There
excitement was beyond belief! They were so excited that all we could
hear on the bus was “Are we there yet?” Once we arrived the students
cheered at full volume. Some of the highlights were: A boat ride into
the swamp! (Touching soap trees), seeing Oscar (1,025 lb. gator), and taking a tour through the park aboard the train highlighted the plants,
animals, disasters (fire and drought) and habitats found in a swamp. Students also saw a presentation about snakes and gators. Some children
and adults actually held a snake and gator. Students viewed living black bears, otters and vultures and saw cattails, bald cypress, pond cypress,
palmettos, and catkins on trees. They also touched the skin of a red fox, white tailed deer, gray fox, and snake skin. There was a musical play
with a brown bear and a black bear for our entertainment and then students purchased souvenirs at their famous gift shop. Luckily, the
students were given the opportunity to ride the boat due to the enormous amount of rainfall! The students
enjoyed this day filled with adventure and excitement. They actually
saw, felt, and heard the things we discussed
in our science class. Finally, we returned at
4:45 p.m. with a bus load of excited, wellinformed,
students.
Students who attended
were in the classes of
Mrs. J. Howard, Ms. J.
Mullins,
Mrs.
T.
Coleman and Mrs.
Richter.

David White
Joins the Central
Office Staff
David White is very excited about
being a part of the Mitchell County
School System family and even more
eager to support the faculty and
students of Mitchell County Schools by
serving as the new School Psychologist.
Mr. White comes to us by way of Wayne County where
he worked as a School Psychologist for the school
system. He received his Bachelor and Master’s Degrees
from Valdosta State University in Valdosta, Georgia. He
has been married for 18 years and they have a lovely 7
year old daughter. Mr. White joins the Office of Program
for Exceptional Children located at Central Office. We
are proud to have him as a member of our great team!
GO EAGLES!

SMCES Third Grade Class Learns How
to Connect Addition to Multiplication
By: Jahnette Etheridge
The students from Mrs. Etheridge’s third grade class were introduced to
concepts and facts of multiplication by learning how to connect multiplication to
repeated addition, groups of, arrays and commutative property. As a culminating
activity to this lesson, students made a chart to represent each concept of
multiplication. Standard Number: MCC3.OA.1.

October 2012
2012-13 Varsity Football Schedule
Date

Location

School

Time

Oct. 5

Away

Randolph-Clay

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 12

Away

Terrell County

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 19

Away

Stewart County

7:30 p.m.

Oct. 27

Home

Calhoun County
(Homecoming)

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 2

Open

Open

7:30 p.m.

Nov. 9

Away

Seminole County
(Senior Night)

7:30 p.m.
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Football Games for October
2012-13 Middle School Football Schedule
Date

Location

School

Time

Oct. 11

Home

Brooks County

4:45 p.m.

Oct. 18

Away

Pelham

5 p.m.

Oct. 25

TBA

Playoffs

5 p.m.

Nov. 1

TBA

Championship

5 p.m.

Band Notes
The Mitchell County Marching Band is hard at work learning their new show for the 2012 football season. This year’s show features the
music of Prince, including When Doves Cry, Purple Rain, Little Red Corvette, and 1999. The Band performed their show at the GMEA
District 2 Marching Jamboree at Worth County High School in Sylvester, GA on Saturday, September 15. Along with 10 other bands, they
were given comments by a panel of judges, who were all very impressed with the effort and sound of the band.
The band plans to have the complete show ready by the first region game against Miller County. Featured soloists this year are Justin Wynn
on horn, Vernon Johnson on alto saxophone, and Victor Johnson and John Dent on trumpet. The percussion section, under the direction of
section leader Shedrick Bryant, is also featured in Little Red Corvette. Drum major this year is Aaliyah Childs. The MCHS Marching Band
has grown to 37 members, and continues to improve daily. Come to a football game this season and support these kids as they strive to be the
best they can be!

Band Members: Left to right
Row 1: Veronicia Numa, Brittany Mitchell, Briana Keith, Veronica Numa, Stephanie Holton, Jewana Jackson
Row 2: Vernon Johnson, Latoriah Hill, Vershawn Johnson, Jamia Mobley, Carterion Whitlock, Ashley Haywood, Kwezeta Butler
Row 3: Kamillyah White, Randy Donaldson, Kania Vicks, Zakarriyah Bell, Victor Johnson
Row 4: Caleb Ryan, Armarion Stegall, Seattle Johnson, Shykira Standford, Justin Wynn, Jawan Jackson, Titus Lawrence
Row 5: James Perkins, Jana Realford, Quinte’ Cooper, Eddie Brown, Joshua Moore, Kobe Butler, Martae Wesley, Jacquez Whitfield,
Shedrick Bryant
Not pictured: Aaliyah Childs, John Dent, Shania Dewberry, Kharisma Hill
Paul Anderson-Band Advisor

October 2012
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: October 2012
South Mitchell County Elementary
4

Fall Fun Day

18

Report Cards; Parent Academy from 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

19

Kindergarten Field Trip

26

Muffins for Moms—9 a.m. and Field Trip for 1st and
2nd grades

30

Election Day
North Mitchell County Elementary

1-4

Book Fair

4

PTA meeting at 6:30 p.m.

6

Fall Festival (see page 3 for more details)

22

Hoops for Heart begins

23

Doughnuts with Dads
Mitchell County Middle School

4

Terrific Kids Day, School-wide PTA Dance at 2 p.m.

9

FFA at Perry Fair

18

Family Night at 6 p.m.

School System Calendar
5

PLU Day

8-12

Intersession

15-16

Fall Break
Mitchell County High School

2-4

Benchmark Exams

17

PSAT

23

ASAVB Test

22-27

Homecoming Week Activities

27

Homecoming Game –7:30 p.m.

Congratulations!
Mitchell County Middle School Junior Beta Club was one of the top 3 sellers
in the state of Georgia for Country Meats (pork jerky sticks). Members of
the Jr. Beta Club sold the items in an effort to pay for their Washington
D.C. trip. Thanks to everyone who purchased from the Junior Beta Club.
Please continue to support the members through your purchases as we are
now raising funds for our next trip to New York City, New York, in May

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
Mitchell County Schools’ FALL CARNIVAL
On November 2, 2012
From 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at Perry Street Field
Sponsored by Mitchell County High School, Mitchell County
Middle School and South Mitchell Elementary School

A Special Thank You Goes Out to
Southwest Georgia Ethanol Plant for donating book bags and
supplies to students at South Mitchell County Elementary School.

The Mitchell County Young Farmers
presents
2012 Tiny, Little, Junior and Miss
Mitchell County Young Farmer
Saturday- October 20, 2012
3:00pm Mitchell County High School Auditorium
Admission - $7.00/Children 4 and under free
Each Contestant will receive 1 free ticket.
Tiny Miss: 3-5
* Little Miss: 6-9
Jr. Miss: 10-13 * Miss: 14-18
Entry deadline: Friday October 12th
Entry Fee: $25 * Minimum Ad Sales: $50
Packets may be picked up at Mitchell County Board of Education Office
or email: Jeri Barnes (jbarnes@ppmh.org) or
Luci Conine (luci_conine@mitchell.k12.ga.us)
Any questions? Jeri Barnes- (229) 319-1101
Luci Conine – (229) 328-5949

