CAMINOTES
Camino Grove Elementary School PTA Newsletter
October 2013

Let’s set the pace
GO ROADRUNNERS!
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We have had a fantastic start to the 2013-2014 school year. Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Roadrunner Registration Days, Back-to-School Night, a fun filled Kindergarten
ice cream social, and an all school Welcome Back BBQ. Phew can you believe we packed that all
into September? Our "First Day of School" went off without a hitch and traffic in the parking lot
flowed smoothly. This could not be possible without your hard work and commitment to our
school. Your adherence to parking lot safety and our many parent, staff, and extended family
volunteers have made this a very successful start. Thank you everyone for following our parking
lot procedures. I am so pleased to see all of our families using caution in and around the school
parking lot and keeping our precious children safe.

School News

Pg. 7

I also want to thank everyone for coming to school on time. Tardies have decreased significantly.
Last year on an average day we would have 20 or more tardies, but currently we have less than a
handful of tardies on any given day. Thank you for your commitment to have your children here
on time. Nothing is more stressful for a child than walking into a classroom that has already
started. This simple commitment makes a huge difference in how the children start their day.

 Oct 2 ~ 18 – Students First Direct

If you are looking for a way to volunteer, but don’t have a lot of time, might I suggest helping with
morning traffic duty one day a week from 8:10 - 8:25. This is a great way to get to know our
students and other parents. It is also a great way to start off a child’s day with a “good morning”
and a “welcome to school” word of encouragement. If you are interested in helping please stop
by the office.
Throughout the year I will be sharing information with you regarding the Common Core State
Standards. Many of you are probably wondering “What is Common Core?” Here is an excerpt
from the California Department of Education’s website:
Educational standards describe what students should know and be able to do in each subject in
each grade. In California, the State Board of Education decides on the standards for all students,
from kindergarten through high school. Since 2010, 45 states have adopted the same standards for
English and math. These standards are called the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). Having the
same standards helps all students get a good education, even if they change schools or move to a
different state. Teachers, parents, and education experts designed the standards to prepare students
for success in college and the workplace. The California Department of Education helps schools
make sure that all students are meeting the standards. http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/
I have also included a link that will take you to a 3 minute video giving an overview of the
Common Core State Standards. http://safeshare.tv/w/AurZHTBgwi A few other resources
available are www.achievethecore.org, www.readingrockets.org, and www.engageny.org
Quick Parent Reading Tip: One thing you can do to help your student meet the Common Core
State Standards is to ask them to cite evidence. What does that mean? After reading something or
even watching a movie or T.V. show, ask your child… “How do you know something is true and
what evidence do you have to support your answer? Example: How do you know Jeremiah was
sad? What in the story tells you he is sad? Show me the evidence.”
Sincerely,
Danae Popovich
Principal

October
Calendar of Events
 Oct 1 – Fall Picture Day
Donation Fundraising Drive
 Oct 11 – No School
(Staff Development Day)
 Oct 14 – PTA Meeting at 9am
 Oct 21 – Reflections Entries Due
 Oct 23 ~ 31 – Red Ribbon Week
 Oct 25 – Reflections Judging
 Oct 28 – PTA Exec Board Meeting
at 8:30am
 Oct 28 ~ Nov 1 – Student Led
Conference Week (Minimum
Days)
 Oct 28 ~ Oct 31 – Book Fair:
12:30pm - 3:30pm daily
5:00pm - 7:30pm on Oct 29
 Oct 29 – Family Fun Night:
Trunk-or-Treat

Message from our PTA President, Jennifer Vargo

Dear Camino Grove Parents, Students, and Families,

PTA Board Members 2013-2014

Welcome to a new school year! I hope you enjoyed time with your family and loved
ones over the summer. Although a new school year always comes with mixed
emotions, I hope your students are settling in well.
PTA has been busy with many activities in this past month. We had over 30 PTA
volunteers help with Camino Grove’s first ever Roadrunner Day, which was a great
success both for the school and for PTA. PTA hosted a wonderful and well-received
lunch for the teachers on August 27 to welcome them back to campus. PTA also
hosted our second annual kindergarten ice cream social on August29. Mrs. Popovich,
Mrs. Simons, Mrs. Pasqua and Ms. Gilbert were on hand to scoop ice cream for the K
and TK students and their families and a great time was had by all.
PTA held a very successful Welcome Back In-N-Out Family Dinner Night on
September 12, where over 450 students and family members took advantage of the
wonderful opportunity to simply hang out and reconnect. Finally, many families came
out to support PTA and enjoy some wonderful food at our first restaurant night of the
year at California Pizza Kitchen at the Westfield Santa Anita on September 26.
At the same time, PTA is continuing to work hard with our Membership Drive. PTA’s
annual goal is to have one member sign up for each child enrolled in the school. Our
school enrollment is 653, so we are trying to get 653 members. Roadrunner Day was
a GREAT start and we were able to get over 300 members on that day alone. We are
currently at about 86% participation and are striving hard to reach 100% as soon as
possible. If you haven’t already joined, please consider it. There is absolutely no
obligation to volunteer or participate beyond purchasing your membership!
PTA is also gearing up for the #1 fundraiser of the year, our direct donation drive,
“Students First.” Unlike other fundraisers where only a portion of the money
collected comes back to PTA, direct donation is THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY to
support all of the wonderful things PTA does here at the school because 100% of the
money collected can be used for PTA-sponsored activities. For example, did you
know that PTA pays annually $5,000 for field trip transportation and $4,500 for
classroom supplies? These are just a few of the things that enrich your children’s
experience at Camino Grove and your donations are what make it all possible.
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PTA MEETINGS
2013 - 2014
October 14 – 9:00 am
November 4 – 6:15 pm*
January 13 – 9:00 am
February 10 – 6:15 pm*
March 10 – 9:00 am
April 14 – 6:15 pm*
May 12 – 9:00 am
*A proctor will be on hand at night PTA
meetings to watch school-age children.

Our next PTA meeting is on Monday, October 14 at 9am. If you are able to attend, I
hope you will consider coming. This year we will be having a rotating schedule of
teacher representatives, so you will have the opportunity to hear about what is going
on at the different grade levels at each meeting.
Lastly, don’t forget to mark your calendars for our first family fun night of the year,
Trunk-or-Treat, on Tuesday, October 29 and our Book Fair which will run daily from
12:30 to 3:30 in the MPR during Fall Conference Week (Oct 28-31). I hope everyone
is off to a great start this school year and look forward to seeing you around campus!
Sincerely,
Jennifer Vargo
Camino Grove PTA President
cgpta.president@gmail.com
Camino Grove Elementary School

October 2013
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Kindergarten Ice Cream Social
On Thursday, August 29, Camino Grove PTA hosted the 2 nd annual Kindergarten Ice
Cream Social. New kindergarteners and transitional kindergarteners and their families had the
opportunity to meet and mingle with other new students and parents while Mrs. Pasqua,
Mrs. Simons, Ms. Gilbert and Mrs. Popovich excitedly served scoops of yummy ice cream just
perfect for this warm summer afternoon. The event allowed parents to spend time with new
Roadrunners inside the newly remodeled kindergarten playground, making the first days at a new
school much less scary and a lot more fun.

Thank you to Regina Shay, Jen Aston and Susan Lew for kicking off the first PTA event of the
year with great success!

Welcome Back BBQ
What a fun evening! Thank you to the Camino Grove Staff and PTA Vice President, Jen Aston for
an awesome Welcome Back Family Dinner Night! Chairs, blankets and several tents were set up
on the Camino Grove field where parents chatted and children played while enjoying In-N-Out
burgers. And the best part? The Camino Grove PTA raised nearly $1,600 and an additional $500
for the In-N-Out Burger Foundation for abused and neglected kids!

Camino Grove Elementary School

October 2013
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Red Ribbon Week

Reflections Entries Due

What is Red Ribbon Week?
Red Ribbon Week is the largest drug
prevention campaign in the nation.

Why Celebrate Red Ribbon Week?
It is an ideal way for people & communities to unite and
take a visible stand against drugs. Show your personal
commitment to a drug free lifestyle by participating in Red
Ribbon Week.

History of Red Ribbon Week:

Enrique “Kiki” Camarena, a U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) agent was killed by Mexican drug
traffickers on February 7, 1985. His tragic and untimely
death opened the eyes of Americans to the dangers of drugs
and the scope of international drug trade. Red Ribbon
Week became a symbol to eliminate the demand for drugs.
The Red Ribbon Week campaign became the annual
catalyst to show intolerance for drugs in our schools,
workplaces and communities. In 1988, the first National
Red Ribbon Week was proclaimed by the Congress of the
United States with President and Mrs. Reagan serving as
honorary chairpersons. The Red Ribbon Week Pledge, "No
use of illegal drugs, no illegal use of legal drugs," is one that
each of us should be able to make and keep.

National Bullying Prevention Month

Deadline for Entries: October 21, 2013

What is National Bullying Prevention Month?

National Bullying Prevention Month is a campaign in the
United States founded in 2006 by PACER's National Center
for Bullying Prevention. The campaign is held during the
month of October and unites communities nationwide to
educate and raise awareness of bullying prevention. PACER
developed the initial campaign National Bullying
Prevention and Awareness Week in response to the need to
raise awareness of bullying, as it was historically viewed "a
childhood rite of passage" and believed that bullying "made
kids tougher", when the reality is that bullying has
devastating effects such as school avoidance, loss of selfesteem, increased anxiety, and depression. PACER reached
out to the community through partnerships with education
based organizations to respond to bullying behavior and to
begin the shift of societal acceptance of bullying to social
change of addressing the issue through education and
support.

For details, contact: Debbie Wong at
626-358-9265
or email Debbie@debbiewong.net
Entries may be submitted to the Camino
Grove School Office.
All Entrants will receive a participation award.
Entry forms, rules and regulations can be
found at the Camino Grove School Office or by
visiting
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm

Be a part of this opportunity to share your
talent in the arts!

Camino Grove will observe both awarenesses in
October (Monday 10/21 through Friday 10/25).
Please stay tuned for more details.
Camino Grove Elementary School
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Where can you go to see recent
PTA announcements and
download extra copies of PTA
flyers and forms?
The PTA Website!
pta.cg.ausd.net

Camino Grove PTA
November Calendar of Events

Join us for the upcoming

BOOK FAIR

Nov 1 (Fri)

Oct. 28 – Oct. 31

Nov 4 (Mon)

12:30pm - 3:30pm daily
&
5:00-7:30pm on
Trunk-or-Treat Night (Oct 29)

Nov 11 (Mon)
Nov 12 (Tue)
Nov 14 (Thu)

Location: Multi-Purpose Room

Nov 18 (Mon)
Nov 22 (Fri)
Nov 25 – 29

Camino Grove Elementary School

October 2013

- MINIMUM DAY:
Student Led Conferences
- Vision Screening
- PTA Meeting at 6:15pm
- NO SCHOOL
Veteran’s Day
- Fall Picture Day Make-Up
- Restaurant Night at
Rubio’s
- PTA Executive Board
Meeting at 8:30am
- End of First Trimester
- NO SCHOOL
Thanksgiving Holiday
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THE PTA “DIRECT DONATION” FUNDRAISER WEEK

October 2 – 18, 2013
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT THE DIRECT WAY!
Dear Camino Grove Parents and Families,
The Camino Grove PTA is planning another exciting and enriching year for both our
students and families. We strive to raise funds for our school so that our children will
continue to have enriching programs throughout the year. With your strong support,
our students and their families, as well as the teachers and staff, will benefit
tremendously!
As in previous years, we are asking each family to make a direct donation to our
“Students First Fundraiser.” Whether you contribute $5, $25, $100, or $100+, please
know that 100% of your donation goes directly to our school to help our students and
teachers! All donations are tax-deductible.
Our objective for this fundraiser is to raise $16,000, which is a little over $25 per
student. This amount will benefit our entire school community, and the funds will be
used for classroom supplies, teachers’ grants, school assemblies, class field trips, and
other programs. Envelopes for donations are available in the school office.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please do not hesitate to
contact us. Thank you very much for your support!
Jonie Tsuji
PTA Ways & Means VP
(310) 339-6705

Camino Grove Elementary School

Jen Vargo
PTA President
(626) 318-0940

October 2013

Jen Aston
PTA Executive VP
(626) 676-0080
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School News
Language Development Tips
Provided by Mrs. Dunbar, Speech-Language Pathologist, Camino Grove
Listening and speaking skills are critical components of children’s ability to learn at school. Listening
and speaking skills naturally help build reading and writing skills as well. Additionally, improving
children’s listening and speaking skills helps with the following:
• builds family relationships.
• fosters brain development.
• enables effective communication with others.
• minimizes frustration and tantrums.
• fosters self-confidence.
• helps a child understand that people have different points of view.
• helps a child learn different ways to negotiate and resolve conflicts.
• helps a child develop a sense of humor.
• helps a child gain pre-literacy and critical thinking skills including being able to identify surprises,
secrets, mistakes, lies, jokes, sarcasm, and irony.
• allows a child to become independent. (excerpt from Frederick County, MD website)
Parents have the opportunity everyday to help build their children’s language skills during everyday
family activities and they can even have some fun while doing it!
...in early elementary grades (K-2):
 Talk with your child frequently
 Read a variety of books; read often and talk with your child about the story
 Help your child focus on sound patterns of words such as those found in rhyming games
 Have your child retell stories and talk about events of the day
 Talk with your child during daily activities; give directions for your child to follow (e.g., making cookies)
 Talk about how things are alike and different
 Give your child reasons and opportunities to write
...in later elementary grades (3-5):
 Continue to encourage reading; find reading material that is of interest to your child
 Encourage your child to form opinions about what he or she hears or reads and relate what is read to
experiences
 Help your child make connections between what is read and heard at school, at home, and in other daily
activities
 Talk aloud as you help your child understand and solve problems encountered in reading material
 Help your child recognize spelling patterns, such as beginnings and endings of words (e.g., pre- or -ment)
 Encourage your child to write letters, keep a diary, or write stories
Excerpt from http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/suggestions.htm
Here are some more fun suggestions for ways to build your child’s language skills:
- Play guessing games
- Play Simon Says
- Play Charades
- Draw together and describe your creation
- Cook together and practice kitchen vocabulary (pour, measure, whisk, heat)
- Write secret silly notes to each other and hide them in fun locations
- Take a walk and imagine you are actually on another planet, discuss how life would be different
than on Earth
Use your creativity and talk, talk, talk with your child!

Camino Grove Elementary School

October 2013
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Remember to buy SCRIP!

Office Depot
is taking care of education!

Scrip is one of the easiest and cost-efficient
ways for you to support our school. Scrip is
basically a gift card. When you guy Scrip, there
is no extra cost to you. You get the full amount
that you pay. Our school earns money from
businesses whose Scrip you purchase.

Every time you shop at Office Depot, please
ask that your purchase be credited to
Camino Grove. We receive credits equal to
5% of your qualifying purchases for FREE
school supplies when you do this!

In October, for every $50 you spend, your
student will receive a
FRONT-OF-THE-LINE lunch pass!

Camino Grove’s ID Number is:
70005674
If you don’t have this number when you are
shopping, just give the clerk our school’s
name and they will look it up and give us
the credit. Thank so much for your support
of Camino Grove!

Scrip can be purchased in the school office
Monday – Friday from 7:30 am – 4:00 pm.
Thank you for your support of our school!

NEW MARQUEE
On September 18, Camino Grove
received its brand new marquee!
Look for PTA and school news on the
new marquee!!!

Camino Grove Elementary School
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