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FREE summer breakfast and lunch
program for children and youth ages 1
to 18 on Monday thru Thursdays, May
31 to July 21. Breakfast will be walk up
from 8:00 to 9:00 at MMS (back doors)
and lunch from 11:30 to 12:45 at same
location. Transportation will be provided
from various locations (YMCA,
Eisenhower Elementary, Lincoln
Elementary, Mustang Mobile Home
Park, Deerfield Clubhouse, Roosevelt
Elementary and Taft Street) for lunch
or you can walk to MMS. Permission
form Waivers can be obtained at the
McPherson Middle School Office for
transportation via USD 418 buses.
Please see the USD 418 website for flyer & menus
for June & July

Orchestra Music Festival Results
The following are results for MMS Orchestra from the
Pioneer League Music Festival which was held April 27th.
Congratulations on a wonderful job!!

Superior - 1 - solos
Hayden Schneider - violin
Josie Strathman - violin
Riley Shelton - viola
Kaya Lawrence - bass
Olivia Myers - violin
Riya Shah - violin
Alex Fagan - viola
Excellent - 2 - solos
EJ Pickerell - violin
Kaytlynn Kuder - violin
Heather Schimming - viola
Mason Anguiano - cello
Ashley Moore - cello
Dalton Wilson - violin
Abby Hipp - cello
Madison Skytte - bass

The MHS Marching Band will hold its 2016 Marching
Band Camp August 8-12 at
McPherson College. Band Camp will be held from 9am4pm daily in the AIR CONDITIONING at McPherson College
with a lunch break and games! Marching camp is required for all
members of the
MHS Marching Band. There will also be a freshman
day on Friday, August 5 from 9am to noon. Camp gives us a
great jumpstart on preparing for the new season, but more
importantly, it begins to build the teamwork and unity necessary
for a successful season and band year. Camp also gives
freshman and new members a great opportunity to meet and
make friends before school begins. Stay tuned for more
information in the upcoming Summer Band Newsletter.
th

Kyle Unruh - Director of Bands

Superior - 1 - small ensembles
8th Grade Quintet
7th Grade Quintet

REMARKABLE AR
READERS

Excellent - 2 - small ensembles
8th Grade Violin Trio
8th Grade Mix Trio
7th Grade Trio

The top 5 readers of the entire McPherson Middle
School are:

7th Grade Strings - 2, 3, 3
8th Grade Strings - 2, 3, 3
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Community Service hours for 6th-8th graders are 5 hours
per year that began this year (2015-16). Summer will be a
great time for your student to get these hours.
Some community service ideas for students could be:
*yard work for an elderly neighbor
*volunteering for different activities at church church dinners, bible school volunteer, etc.
*raking leaves for people in your neighborhood
*helping out at a daycare
babysitting
*volunteering at the Humane Society or other
agencies
*picking up trash in the afternoon
Students will need to have some sort of adult supervision to
vouch for their hours. This can be their parent if their
parents participate in their community service or are their
witness. Otherwise, they will enter their supervisor's name,
such as a pastor, someone they volunteered to babysit for,
their neighbor, etc. Also, summer hours prior to the school
year until May will count.
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Michael Flynn
476 points
Elissa Nelson
498 points
Elisa Evans
622 points
Sydney Johnson
641 points
Catalina Palacios
661 points
Our 2nd Round Top 5 Readers are:
Elisa Evans
244 points
Caden Tipton
246 points
Elissa Nelson
291 points
Catalina Palacios
357 points
Sydney Johnson
365 points

The contributing members of the top 4 AR teams
(Wash, Hughes, Kanitz and Gehrt) plus some of our
top point earners went to Urban Air in Wichita on
May 4th to celebrate. These 100 students had a
BLAST!

HUGE

We also want to give our local Kwik Shop a
thank you for donating 390 soft drinks to all our AR
students who met certification requirements. What a
great way to support reading in our school!!
THANK YOU AGAIN KWIK SHOP

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Bullpup Speed, Power, Strength
Summer Schedule—2016
The McPherson Bullpup Speed, Power and Strength (SPS)
Program is open to all athletes in the McPherson School
District in Grades 7 – 12. Our SPS program goals are to
improve speed, power, and strength and reduce injury risk
for ALL types of athletes (see SPS Training Principles).
High school students have the opportunity to continue their
training throughout the school year by enrolling in one of
the SPS courses that are now offered through the PE
Department. All training sessions will take place at
McPherson High School using the weight room, wrestling
room, gyms and outdoor facilities. The sessions for
beginners in grades 7 – 9 will emphasize developing the
flexibility, balance and coordination needed to master free
weight lifting.

BOY’S SPS SUMMER SCHEDULE
Start Dates: Grades 9 – 12, June 13th
Grades 7 – 8, July 11th
M/W/F Schedule: 6:15 – 7:45 a.m. Grades 10 – 12
7:00 – 8:30 a.m. Grades 10 – 12
8:30 – 10:00 a.m. Grades 7 – 9
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Grades 10 – 12
G IRL’S SPS SUMMER SCHEDULE

Start Date: Grades 7 – 12, June 7th

Tues/Thurs Schedule: 7:00 – 8:30 a.m. Grades 10 – 12
(Experienced)
8:30 – 9:30 a.m. Grades 7 – 9
(Beginners)
Friday Schedule:
7:30 – 8:45 a.m. Grades 10 – 12
(Experienced)
8:45 – 10:00 a.m. Grades 7 – 9
(Beginners)

QUESTIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO:
Jace Pavlovich at jace.pavlovich@mcpherson.com For Boys
Christy Doile at christy.doile@mcpherson.com For Girls

Shane Backhus at shane.backhus@mcpherson.com
For General Information

Or call the MHS Activities Office at 241-9510

We have lots of flyers/information in the
MMS Office for summer activities. Here
are some of the ones we have available:
365 Sports Complex that is an indoor training
facility for all ages dedicated to providing
youth the opportunity to grow physically and
mentally through sports—located north of
Inman
MMS Girls Basketball Team Camp
June 20 to 24 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
at MMS Gym. This is for girls who will be in
7th and 8th grade. Any questions, please
contact Coach Crawford at 245-4438.
McPherson Girls Basketball Summer Camp for
2016 with Coach Strathman. May 31 thru
June 3rd
7th & 8th Football Camp with Coach Labertew
July 11th thru 14th
Cosmosphere Camps—too numerous to mention
Coach Kretzer Wrestling camp—info. for MHS
& MMS wrestlers and their parents
MRC Summer Activities—too numerous to
mention
Movies in the Park—Various Saturdays at
Lakeside Park Bandshell this summer

Pioneer League Band Contest Results
Congratulations to the following girls who
will be our 2016/2017 MMS Bullpup
Cheerleaders
Football/Volleyball

Ashlon Stanford Brianna Leon
Demornea Berlanga
Jaiden Roff Kiya Richert Kyla Hagemann
Natalia Mendez Riley Baker Shelby Yowell
Sophie Blevins Taylor Young Tessa Boesker
Basketball/Wrestling

Addison Seidl Ashlon Stanford CeAnna Allen
Demornea Berlanga Megan Lulloff
Melissa Mintzer
Natalia Mendez Riley Baker Sophie Blevins
Taylor Casebeer Taylor Young Tessa Boesker

MORE CONGRATULATIONS

Tabitha Slechta and Kaytlynn Kuder will be
members of the MHS Bullpup Cheer Squad

and

Ally Soukup, Anna Nason, Kaliah Tice,
Laynee Schroeder and Nicole Winsky will be
members of the MHS Hi-Steppers.

7th Grade
Matthew Powers
Trombone Solo
I
E.J. Hein
Trumpet Solo
I
Abby Hipp
Clarinet Solo
I
Elissa Nelson
Snare Drum Solo
I
Meghan Monroe
Tenor Saxophone Solo II
Brass Trio: Aaron Handlin, Isaac Linscheid &
Matthew Powers
I
WW Quartet: Aaliyah Halsey, Alanna Golden,
Kaylea Herrman, Abby Hipp
I
Saxophone Trio: Dylan Teeter, Hayden Wallace,
Meghan Monroe
II
7th Grade Concert Band Ratings of:

I, II, II

8th Grade
Kaytlynn Kuder
Trumpet Solo
I
Sydney Myers
Clarinet Solo
I
Sydney Myers
Alto Saxophone Solo
I
Sally Boese
Clarinet Solo
I
David Rettig
Trumpet Solo
II
Kade Goss
Alto Saxophone Solo
II
Megan Grieb
Alto Saxophone Solo
II
Clarinet Trio: Stacey Pham, Ariana Potter
Sydney Myers
I
Trumpet Trio: Kaytlynn Kuder, Hayden Schneider
Lily Parker
I
8th Grade Concert Band Ratings of:

II, II, II

It’s Over
Through the Eyes of an Eighth Grader
(Compliments of Mrs. Fenwick’s Pre-AP Writing Class)

Quite a ride
As the year draws to a close, allow me to say a few
parting words to my eighth grade year…
th
Dear 8 Grade:
It has been quite a ride. If absolutely nothing else, it
was quite a ride. Maybe that’s not a great thing all the
time, but when I look back on this year, I’ll see it as a
lesson.
True, I learned a lot this year, but not just out of the
textbook. Along with my education, I learned about
friendship and trust. And as unfortunate as it is, some
lessons are a bit hard to understand, and I experienced
that dilemma firsthand. So in spite of the “bad things”
from my year, so many good things have come from it.
I’ve made so many memories and friends that I will
treasure.
I could say a lot about the teachers and classes, but
my year was so much more than a classroom lecture. It
was, as aforementioned, a ride. A crazy, unpredictable,
saddening and joyful ride. And as I move on from the
times I had, I’ll keep in mind that it’s just another chapter
in my life story. So while I can’t exactly go back and
experience everything over. I can spectate and
reminisce on the amazing memories and unforgettable
experiences of my last year of middle school.
th
Goodbye 8 grade, and (in spite of myself) I’ll miss
you.
~Lily Parker~

The Beauty in Summer
Summer is the dream that I’m not willing to wake
up from. The simplest things are beautiful in
summer, such as the slight breeze that makes the
trees dance, or the way the water ripples after I
jump in. During summer I become a sun child;
slowly my skin gets darker and my hair golden.
Soon I’m in a summer haze, taking my freedom, my
free time, for granted. Spontaneous activities
welcomed; impromptu trips accepted with joy, but
truly only one thing matters: the memories. After
it’s come and gone, it’s all we have, the memories.
Live in the moment, don’t dwell on the past or worry
about the future, just live in your stolen piece of
paradise—summer. There’s no consequence for
stealing your piece of paradise, so why the
hesitation? Truly, there was no hesitation; it was just
the candid pace of summer, the pace that I gladly
adopted. It gives me time to appreciate the details
in life, even the slightest specifics that, usually, are
left unnoticed.
~Hannah Wuertz~

The school year is over. I am relieved that the school
year is over. The stress of school is done. Off to the
high school next year. Yay (sarcastic voice required).
It’s not that I’m not excited for things like sports. It’s
just that high school is going to be even harder and more
stressful than middle school was. I personally didn’t do
so hot in the second semester of middle school. I’m
going to have to stay focused and motivated all year next
year if I want to get all A’s. I am disappointed in myself
for the grades I got in the second semester. It goes to
show that no matter who you are, you have to keep
yourself motivated in whatever you do so that you can
get the results that you are looking for. This is a
learning lesson in my life: I can’t stop trying or working
at and point.
This summer should be fun. I personally don’t love
the hot weather. That’s why I typically stay inside most
of the time. But outside I spend most time at the pool. I
might get a job this summer. And back to that lesson I
learned. I will have to stay motivated at whatever job I
decide to get. I hope that I do better in high school than
I did this year. I don’t know if I’ll even be able to get all
A’s this year. Hope you have a great summer.
~Trenton Stecklein~

Fast-Paced Summer
Several students look forward to the summer as a
time to rest and relax. However, for me, my summer
can be just as fast-paced as the school year. In
fact, it seems the older I get, the busier my summers
have become. For instance, during the month of June,
I will attend three volleyball camps in addition to
weekly tutoring with the high school coach. This does
not include my weekly routine of summer SPS that
could possibly begin as early as 7:00 a.m. three days
a week. I’m also excited to begin soccer training with
the high school coach in June as well as playing with
my current and future teammates twice a week during
open field nights. In July, as you might have guessed,
my weekly schedule will continue with SPS and sports
trainings, but now factor in dance and soccer camps,
too. I’m already tired just thinking about it. Of
course, I’ll make sure to have time for family and
friends, hopefully while at the lake and on a boat! As
you can see, August, and the beginning of another
school year will be here much too soon. I’m fairly
certain that I’m not the only one with such a crazy
summer schedule. So, for now, here’s to a summer
where all of us can rest and relax whenever possible.
~Anna Nason~

I hope that everyone has an amazing
summer just like I will!

~Jessica Kelling~
Through the Eyes of an Eighth Grader (cont’d)

Summertime
The hot sun, warm weather, shorts, sleeping in, and snow
cones. All of this can only mean one thing. Summer is
finally here! After what feels like an extremely long wait,
school has finally ended and we now have about two and a
half months to relax. With all of our tests over, we can
finally have a much-needed break. We can finally do
whatever we want, whenever we want because there is no
longer school to prepare for. We can go to the pool, the
park, the lake and many other places in, or around
McPherson.
Another popular thing some people decide to do is leave
town and go on a nice vacation. People head just about
anywhere, or everywhere in the summer. The west coast,
the east coast, the Gulf of Mexico, and many other places.
While others decide to stay a little closer to their home.
They go to places within thirty minutes to an hour. Then
there are also other people who just like to have adventures
around McPherson.
People also like to head to summer camps, eat snow
cones, swim in rivers and streams, drink smoothies, and
just be kids, or teenagers. You will only be this young for
only a small portion of your entire life. My personal advice
would just be to enjoy it. Live every minute of it like
tomorrow you have to head back to school. Everybody
knows it will not be long until that day will eventually come
true.
~Megan Grieb~

Finally, Summer
Summer is finally here! Warm, free, fun-filled days are
soon to come. I cannot wait for the summer months to come
and the temperature to rise. One of the main, most important
things that I look forward to in summer is swimming! The
summer swim season will be starting just a week after school
ends and will get busier as it goes on. We have 9 meets in
total and the season lasts 3 months. Another part of summer I
enjoy is hanging out with friends. I will be driving this
summer so I will have even more freedom than before in
where I go. Instead of planning a walk or ride to a friend’s
house, I can just drive there myself. Out of all places I see
people, the pool is on the top of the list. It is kind of a middle
school hangout where kids go to see each other and have fun.
Just like last summer, I plan to go as much as I can and stay
there for hours. The final thing I enjoy about summer is going
on trips with my family. Last summer we went to Fernie,
British Columbia, for a family reunion. This year the trip of
summer will be to Colorado to mountain bike and white water
raft. My family always tries to go over to Colorado every few
summers to just get away. While we are there my family and I
do things like mountain bike, fish, raft, and hike along trails. I
have a feeling it will be a blast! I know that my summer will
be great just as all the ones before it. I encourage everyone to
get outside and do something fun, not just sit inside and watch
TV, make this summer a time to remember.
~William Powers~

SUMMER
This school year has gone by so fast it
is almost unbelievable! It almost seems like
just yesterday was my first day of eighth
grade. I came to this school a couple of
years ago as a sixth grader thinking that my
life was going to end. Instead, I made new
friends, got smarter, and joined more sports
and other activities. I think that middle
school is a major point in your life. It is
like a turning point. You go from a small
school with one teacher to a bigger school
that is getting you ready for an even bigger
school.
This summer I am planning on doing a lot
of different things. In June I think I am
going on a family vacation to either Wyoming
or Montana. My birthday is also in June. I
also plan on going on camping trips, lake
trips, and a lot of other things. In July I
am going to Table Rock Lake: my cousins are
visiting, and I have a soccer camp. I plan on
living my summer just like any other country
girl, playing and working outside. I think
that one of either my least favorite times or
one of my favorite times of the summer is
harvest. I remember that one year we were
bailing hay and it was pretty much like a dust
storm outside. The dust was so bad that we
had to have wet cloths covering our mouths.

Upcoming Events
September
September
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NO SCHOOL—Collab. Day
Labor Day—NO SCHOOL

