April 1st, 2016
Greetings!
In this edition of the Early Childhood Newsletter, you will find ideas for ways to celebrate Week of the
Young Child, coming up April 11th-15th. There is a notification regarding upcoming Community Forums
that will be held here in the Huntington Beach City School District, and information about National Park
Week. You will also find information and resources from the national organization, Zero to Three.

Week of the Young Child: April 11th-April 15th, 2016

The Huntington Beach City School District is proud to honor young children and their families
each and every day. Please find our Board Resolution specific to Week of the Young Child, 2016
here: Board

Resolution.

"The Week of the Young Child™ is an annual celebration sponsored by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) celebrating early learning, young children, their
teachers and families."

Music Monday!

April 11, 2016

Sing, dance, celebrate, and learn

Through music, children develop math, language, and literacy skills - All while
having fun and being active! This year's song is "One Love," as performed by
Aaron Nigel Smith and the One World Chorus.
TRY THIS: Find the beat to connect music, movement, and math. Practice
clapping, drumming, or stomping to the beat of the music while counting.
Music resources for families and teachers
NAEYC For Families also has a great collection of family-friendly songs and
musicians to inspire more ways to learn with music!

Taco Tuesday

April 12, 2016

Healthy eating and fitness at home and school

This fun, food-themed day is about more than just cheese and salsa. Cooking
together connects math with literacy skills, science, and more. With the rise in
childhood obesity, you can encourage healthy nutrition and fitness habits at home
by creating your own healthy tacos.
TRY THIS: Measure your ingredients while making your tacos! Ask children if
they'd like the same or different amounts of each ingredient.

Cooking and nutrition resources for families and teachers

Work Together Wednesday

April 13, 2016

Work together, build together, learn together

When children build together they explore math and science concepts and develop
their social and early literacy skills. Children can use any building material--from a
fort of branches on the playground to a hideaway made from couch pillows at
home.
TRY THIS: Practice organizing blocks by size! Try building a block tower with large
blocks on the bottom and little blocks on top!
'Building Together' resources for families and teachers

Artsy Thursday

April 14, 2016

Think, problem solve, create

Children develop creativity, social skills and fine motor skills with open-ended art
projects where they can make choices, use their imaginations, and create with their
hands. On Artsy Thursday celebrate the joy and learning children experience when
engaged in creative art making. Use any materials - from crayons to paint, clay to
crafts!
TRY THIS: Bring art outdoors! Offer dark and light paper, chalk and pastels, and
suggest children create their own versions of the day and night sky!
Open-ended art resources for families and teachers

Family Friday

April 15, 2016

Sharing family stories

Engaging and celebrating families is at the heart of supporting our youngest
learners. NAEYC applauds family members' role as young children's first and most
important teachers.

Resources for engaging and celebrating families

Involvement in the Huntington Beach City School District
We encourage your attendance, support and participation in these important discussions that affect
children currently enrolled in the Huntington Beach City School District and also those who may not yet
have joined us. Should you be unable to attend in person but would like to find out more and to have your
voice heard, please find out more here: LCAP Information. The Comment Box can be found here:

LCAP Comment Box.

National Park Week (April 16th-April 24th) and Earth Day (April 22nd)

Did you know that it is National Park Week in the month of April?
Click here to find out more: National Park Week
Click here to find your park: Parks Near You
Click here to find the "Best National Parks" in our area: Near OC

Read Aloud

Website of the Month!

Zero to Three is a national organization that specializes in exploring the development of young children.

They have recently developed a new Parent Portal that includes information on: Ages and Stages,
Social-Emotional Development, School Readiness and Early Learning, Play, Challenging Behaviors,
Sleep, and Positive Parenting Approaches. Embedded in their site, you can also find a free age-based
newsletter "From Baby to Big Kid" and podcasts specific to parenting practices.

Check out their new additions here:

Zero to Three

Early Childhood Opportunities in the HBCSD

The Preschool Academy Program is excited to

Call to Find Out About Fall Enrollment:
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To find out more about enrollment for
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is a tuition based program, and fees are
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We will host our Open Enrollment session for the
Jumpstart Summer Camp Program on Monday,
April 4th, from 8am-10am at Perry Elementary
School (in Portable #35).*

*At that time, you will want to bring a check or cash (made out to
HBCSD Preschool Academy) for $25, and have decided which
weeks will work best for your family in order to complete a brief
registration form.

The remainder of the paperwork requirements

may be submitted as camp approaches. Please feel free to contact
us at earlychildhood@hbcsd.us or take a look at the Preschool
Academy website in the Registration section for more information

for 2.5 hours on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, at no fee for families.

about paperwork requirements.

Preschool Academy Website:

Preschool Academy Registration
Click here for a current flier:

Summer Flier
We hope you have found this information to be of value. It was sent to you because you provided your e-mail address to the
Huntington Beach City School District in order to receive periodic updates and information related to Early Childhood
Education. The content provided within this e-mail is for informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement
of any person, program, agency or organization. The Huntington Beach City School District (HBCSD) is not responsible for the
accuracy or content of information provided. If you would like to forward this on to others, or if you do not wish to receive future
e-mails, please use the links below.

Sincerely,

Jenn Kinkel
Director of Early Childhood Education, Huntington Beach City School District

Huntington Beach City School District | 20451 Craimer Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646 | jkinkel@hbcsd.us

