Snowline Joint Unified School District

Transitional Kindergarten
Kindergarten is a cornerstone in regards to setting up successful learning experiences for children. Snowline
prides itself in offering high quality two-year kindergarten programs, which include transitional kindergarten
options, at all six of its elementary campuses. It is during this time that students develop primary skills that
build foundations for reading, counting, and positive social interaction.
Amy Janssen (pictured left)
is discussing metamorphosis
with her TK students as they
learn how to be good
listeners and politely ask
questions.
Lisa Pashky (pictured right)
starts her class by reciting
the date and daily
information, using phonics
to properly pronounce
words.

Amy Janssen, teacher at Baldy Mesa stated,"I believe that
Transitional Kindergarten (TK) is important, because it provides a
curriculum that is developmentally appropriate for younger children.
It gives young learners a head start in school and provides them with
an opportunity to learn and grow in an environment that is tailored to
meet their academic, social, and emotional needs. It helps children
develop social skills through activities that build confidence and
communication. TK is a bridge between preschool and kindergarten
and is intended to help students with fall birthdays become more
successful and prepare them for future years of schooling. Research
states that high quality early childhood programs, such as TK, will
reduce the likelihood of students dropping out of high school, being
held back a grade, and being placed in special education programs.
They are also more likely to attend college."

Dee Toms, TK teacher at Heritage School,
explains the vital components of transitional
kindergarten. "All of the important lessons
students can get during that extra year are
extremely important. From learning how to hold
your pencil and learning how to socialize
properly. We learn how to work with others and
adjust to our environments. All of the phonics
taught are critical."

Fun Fact!
In the U.S., over 120,000 students per
year are eligible for transitional
kindergarten.

At Pinon Hills Elementary, Mrs. Berg-Johnston explains
that all students, including the ones in her TK class, get the
reading interventions they need. Some of her students are
already reading at a kindergarten or first grade level. TK
students get exposure to whatever level they are at. This
approach is also used in math. Students who complete TK,
in most cases, are socially ready for the next level. They are
aware of classroom behaviors, expectations, and rules.
Students also get used to a structured school day and
transition well to longer days when they reach first grade.
Right now, Mrs. Berg-Johnston's class is learning about
animals and the difference between living in their natural
habitats compared to man-made habitats. Students will be
making ladybug habitats, as part of their learning.

Did You Know?
In order to enter kindergarten, children must turn five years old by September 1.
Transitional kindergarten is a wonderful learning opportunity for children who turn
five years old after September 1, but before December 2.
Transitional kindergarten uses a modified kindergarten curriculum that is aligned to
the California Preschool Learning Foundations developed by the California
Department of Education.
TK classes are taught by credentialed teachers, who are qualified to teach grades K-8.

ENROLL NOW!

All Elementary schools are
now open for TK AND KINDER
registration. Come by and get
your enrollment packet!
Pre-school is also enrolling
now!

