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Message From The Superintendent
The 2006-2007 school year is well underway
and we are off to a great start. After reviewing the
results of the 2005-06 Pennsylvania System of School
Assessment (PSSA), I am pleased to report to you
that all three district schools met Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP) under the No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) act. In order to meet AYP, buildings must
reach three targets: attendance or graduation rate,
participation rate on the assessments, and
performance on the reading and mathematics
components of the PSSA. Congratulations to our
students, faculty, support staff, and administration on
making the grade. For complete information on AYP
outcomes, log on to the following website: http://
www.paayp.com/.
For months, we heard much about property
tax relief and on June 27, 2006, Governor Ed Rendell
signed into law Act 1, the Taxpayer Relief Act. One of
the primary provisions of the Act allows for the
utilization of gaming dollars and a local shifting of
income tax to provide for a real estate tax reduction.
As required by the law, the Board of Education
appointed a local Tax Study Commission (TSC) to
study financial and demographic information and
make a non-binding recommendation to the Board
regarding (1) whether or not to impose a personal
income tax (PIT) in lieu of the current earned income
tax (EIT) and (2) the rate at which the tax would be
levied in order to reduce real estate taxes.
To date, the TSC has met four times and held
a public meeting to discuss their upcoming
recommendation to the Board of Education. I want to
extend special thanks to the members of the Purchase
Line TSC that include Sally Felgar, Connie Forsha,
Tom McCracken, Jack Patterson, and Christine
Payne. The final recommendation of the TSC must be
made to the board by December 13, 2006.
The Board of Education will take the
commission’s recommendation into consideration,

deliberate their position, hold a public meeting on the
questions, and adopt a resolution for the May ballot by
March 17. District residents will cast their votes on the
proposed tax shift plan in the May election.
On a seasonal note, our chances of inclement
weather increase with each passing day. I want to
remind everyone that school delays, cancellations, and
early dismissals will be announced on the radio and
television stations. The listing is again shown in this
issue of The Liner. In addition, one of my earliest
notifications of these events is a posting on the
following website—www.arin.k12.pa.us/SchoolCast/.
Regarding early dismissals, it is especially
important to stay tuned to the radio and television on
those days when we experience bad weather after the
students arrive at school. Also remember that it may
take longer than usual to get students home. If so,
your best source of information regarding the status of
your child’s bus run is Tri County Transportation at
(724) 254-4080.
As a reminder, the walking program started on
November 1, and I encourage district residents to
participate. I hope you enjoy the articles that follow—
we are proud of the many initiatives and activities
featured in the issue.
Have a safe, happy Thanksgiving holiday.
Dr. Richard C. Makin
Superintendent
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Purchase Line Students Compete in
Scholastic Scrimmage

Left to right are Scholastic Scrimmage host David Price,
Brad Hoover, Clarine Beatty (coach), Kala Rorabaugh,
Adam Goss (Jr. alternate) Rachel Struble, and Kevin
Orosz.
In October a group of five students and one
teacher traveled to Penn State University in State College
to compete in Scholastic Scrimmage. This is the fourth
year for this Jeopardy-style academic competition that is
produced and aired by WPSU-TV. This season over 80
teams of students from central Pennsylvania are
participating. This is the third year that Purchase Line has
taken part in this competition.
Questions based on
academic curriculum are asked in three rounds. The first
round of questions is directed to each team in turn and the
second and third rounds are toss-up style questions.
In addition to the experience of participating in the
taping of a television program, students were able to tour
the university campus. The team from Purchase Line won
their contest and they are now waiting for the final results of
the remaining competitions. The popularity of the show has
grown considerably in four years and only the 24 top
scoring teams will advance to the next round.
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Litter Crew Ahead
Rarely does a lesson in high
school include the following materials: a
garbage bag, a bright orange safety vest,
a sweatshirt, a pair of workman’s gloves, and a bulky
road sign that states, “Litter Crew Ahead”. On October
6, 2006, students of the Purchase Line High School
Science Club dressed in their “costumes” to complete
their lesson in keeping Pennsylvania beautiful, which is
the goal of the PENNDOT Adopt-A-Highway Program.
This is a lesson that emphasizes community,
citizenship, and good, old-fashioned, hard work.
The Purchase Line Science Club has
participated in the Adopt-A-Highway Program for over
10 years. Twice a year, three crews of Science Club
students pick up roadside litter, such as bottles, cans,
paper, and other “unmentionables”, along Rte. 286
between Commodore and Starford. For the last three
years, Purchase Line High School teachers Mr.
Matthew Falisec and Mr. John Nelson have
volunteered their time as crew chaperones.
Since the Purchase Line High School Science
Club has successfully completed 10 years of service for
Adopt-A-Highway, PENNDOT will supply the Purchase
Line High School Science Club with our own “Litter
Crew Ahead” signs to be permanently attached to our
existing signs in Commodore and Starford.
It’s just another way for our student community
to not only keep Pennsylvania beautiful, but also a way
for students to help keep Purchase Line beautiful.

New School Board Member Appointed

Matt Pearce, a member of
the
Purchase
Line
community, is sworn in as a
Purchase Line School
District Board Member.

The Purchase Line School
District would like to extend
Pictured from left to right are Kalsy Hellms, Brittney
many thanks to Debbie
Shankle and Deanna Phillips who were participants in
McCombs, former Purchase
the Adopt-A-Highway Program.
Line School District Board of
Education President, for the many dedicated years of service that the well-respected Ms.
McCombs has provided to the District. Ms. McCombs retired her position and Mr.
Matthew Pearce, was voted in to complete the term through November, 2007. Taylor
Myers, the School Board Vice President, was voted to assume the responsibilities of the
School Board President.
Mr. Pearce is a resident of 5061 Purchase Line Road in Green Township, was a 1986
PLHS graduate, and attended IUP prior to becoming co-owner in the remodeling
company, Total Home Enhancements. “With my four children, Ben (14), Evan (11), Jake
(8), and Riley (5), attending the Purchase Line School District and myself a graduate, and
as a long-time resident, I felt it was time to give back and to serve the District that has
served me and my family so well...” stated Mr. Pearce. Mr. Pearce finished with saying
that…"I feel that Purchase Line offers a great educational and social experience.”
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FBLA To Sponsor Bloodmobile
Attention:
Now is your opportunity to donate blood or double red cells. First, your donation is the precious gift of
life to those who have need due to surgery, accidents, or illness.
FBLA will sponsor a bloodmobile on November 21, 2006 in the high school gym. To streamline
donations and keep wait time to a minimum, student donations will be from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and
community donations will be from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For men who weigh at least 150 pounds and are at least 5' 1" and for women who weigh at least 175 pounds
and are at least 5' 5", a special opportunity is available. They can donate double red cells. A very small needle is used
and double red cells are extracted while whole platelets, plasma, and some saline is returned to your body. The donor
gives a double donation, but leaves you healthy and feeling well.
If you can't donate double reds, we will still be waiting for you to come and donate a pint of blood which can save
three lives!
You can also help a student in need of financial aid. Based on the number of donors, Red Cross will give a
scholarship to a senior at the end of the school year. Remember, only you can help all these people.
Please come to the bloodmobile and donate the precious gift of life. We'll be waiting for you.

Healthy Living Promoted

Mrs. Hanley and students vigorously walking one mile

Mrs. Hanley's students are shown with circle graphs
showing amount of fat in foods

In conjunction with the district’s trend to promote healthy living styles, students in Mrs. Hanley’s 4th grade health
classes at the South have been actively studying body systems and experiencing ways to keep all systems healthy
through nutrition and exercise. Students tested several food samples for fat quantity and recorded results in circle
graphs. They then demonstrated their knowledge of the Food Guide Pyramid and making healthy food choices by
creating balanced meals. After setting a one-mile goal, students made great strides during health class in demonstrating
ability to build endurance and strengthen their hearts throughout a one week period of vigorous walking. Students
increased the number of laps walked each day leading up to the final ten laps (1 mile). To end this unit, students also
learned the importance of rest and relaxation through practicing relaxation and tension relieving exercises. Let’s keep up
the healthy habits 4th grade!!!!!

Challenge Program Awards $$
We think it’s wonderful when the opportunity comes to recognize students for the good things they do. The
Challenge Program out of Johnstown has provided us another chance to reward some students. The Challenge
Program will award (12) $250 checks to students in grades 10-12 - one for each of the following categories per grade:
Highest GPA Award, Most Improved, Community Service, and Best Attendance. The money for the awards is provided
by businesses in the region. A representative from the program will present the awards during our awards assembly at
the end of the year.
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Welcome To Our Adult Walking Program

Looking for Money for School?
There are many scholarship opportunities
available to our senior students.
Please help
encourage your children to stop by the high school
guidance office to see what is available.
Helpful Websites:
Fastweb
www.fastweb.com
Career Cruising
www.careercruising.com
(Call the guidance office for the username and
password.)
PA Career Link
www.pacareerlink.state.pa.us
US Bureau of Labor Statistics
www.bls.gov
Occupational Outlook Handbook
www.bls.gov.oco
PHEAA
www.pheaa.org
Purchase Line
www.plsd.k12.pa.us
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12 Years of age and older.
No one under age 12 is
permitted in the school building
during our walking time. (This is school policy!)

BEGINNING: Wednesday, November 1, 2006
ENDING: Friday, March 30, 2007
Monday through Friday
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
We BEGIN walking at 6:00 p.m. and must be finished and out
of the building NO LATER THAN 7:00 p.m.
We will be happy to see you and we hope you will enjoy your
time walking and talking.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION!
Once again the
Purchase Line United Methodist Church
is happy to support this important community activity and
hope you have a safe and enjoyable time.
ANY QUESTIONS?
You may contact Aggie or Louise at
(814) 743-6339 or (814) 743-5561

A Big Thanks !
Thank you to all of the parents, grandparents, relatives and guardians of our students who came to the first ever
Academic Kickoff. We appreciated your show of support for your child’s education. We appreciate all of your hard work
in raising such fine students and especially appreciated the opportunity to talk with you. Together (parents, school and
community) we can help our students succeed and become productive and caring citizens.
We have heard many positive comments concerning the Academic Kickoff. It was our intention to provide you
with more one-on-one time with teachers in an informal, less structured environment and to provide you the freedom to
move about the school as you wish. From your comments, we are glad to hear that you see this as a positive new
program for our school. As with everyone, we strive to be better every year. We are looking forward to making next
year even better. If you would like to make suggestions, please let the Advisory Committee know by writing to us at the
high school.
Thank you again for showing your support of your child’s education.
Sincerely,
PLAN Committee

HAVE YOU EVER NEEDED TO KNOW....
•
•
•
•

where to get medical insurance for uncovered children and adults, about low-cost loans to buy a house,
where to find child care or learn about child care issues,
how to start a small business, or
where to obtain counseling services?

Indiana County Department of Human Services' Human Services Information can help with these requests and more.
Information regarding medical care, education, transportation, housing, employment, child care, food, clothing, counseling, and
support is available to any requesting individual. Human Services Information provides a link between those in need and
agencies that may be of assistance. To find the answers you need, call 724-349-0500, email at hsinfo@adelphia.net. check
out the website at www.humanservices-countvofindiana.org. or visit the Indiana County Department of Human Services
at 827 Water Street in Indiana. All information requests are completely confidential.
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French Visitors to PL
The Cervoni family of Paris, France visited Purchase Line High School in July. They are longtime friends of
foreign language teacher, Clarine Beatty, who spent a year as an English teacher in a French high school prior to

Left to right are Nicolas Cervoni, Michel Cervoni, Brigitte
Cervoni, Alexandre Cervoni, Clarine Beatty, and Dr. Makin

teaching in the US. Michel is a middle school principal and
Brigitte is a teacher of French as a Foreign Language.
Alexandre and Nicolas are both high school students in
Paris.
As employees of the French government, the
family has lived and worked at schools in different areas of
France as well as in several other European countries.
They were anxious to see an American high school and
were quite impressed with PL. Among the things they
noted was the personality of the various classrooms-evident even during the summer. They were also very
interested in our specialized classrooms for Family and
Consumer Science and the metal and wood shops as these
are curriculum areas that are not generally included in
French public high schools.
Above all, they were
particularly impressed with the quantity and quality of
technology in the district. The family was happy to have
had the opportunity to see a part of American culture that
most tourists aren’t able to see.

"Here's To The Night"
This year the Homecoming Coronation and Dance
was held on Friday, September 22, but the process of
homecoming started at the beginning of the year. On the
second day of school the senior class nominated the girls
that were on the homecoming court. Within days a
committee was formed and ideas for themes, DJ’s,
decorations and colors were developed. The seniors
selected the theme “Here’s to the Night”.
During the month of September the decorating
committee worked to build a 17’ Eiffel Tower, a 16’ tunnel,
a hand painted sign, and a reflecting
pool with waterfalls.
During
homecoming week the decorations
were moved to the gym and assembled.
The crowning of the queen was very
exciting and the dance was very
successful. The Class of 2007 produced
an amazing, memorable homecoming.
The homecoming court consisted of Queen Mylea
Caldwell escorted by Greg Buterbaugh, Erica Fetterman
escorted by Doug Globun, Laina Frantz escorted by Gary
Berkheimer, Megan Fry escorted by Jeremy Mertens,
Samantha Hopkins escorted by Brad Hoover, Caroline Lieb
escorted by Craig Decker, Sherri Reirdon escorted by
Craig Peterson, and Laci Thompson escorted by Mike
Yeager.

Shown left to right are: Sherri Reirdon, Mylea Caldwell,
Megan Fry, Caroline Lieb, Laci Thompson, Laina
Frantz, Samantha Hopkins, and Erica Fetterman

Looking for a last-minute Christmas
Gift?
50th Anniversary Keepsake Programs
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the PL School
District are still available at $11.00 each. You may contact
Elaine McMullen at (724) 254-0149 for further
information. They would make great Christmas gifts.
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School Cancellation
Procedures

Student Drop Off & Pick Up
Directions At High School

During inclement weather and throughout the
winter months, we ask that you tune your radio each
morning to WDAD/WQMU/WCCS (Indiana), WPXZ
(Punxsutawney), WCPA/WQYX (Clearfield), KDKA
(Pittsburgh), WFGY/WFBG (Altoona), WKYE
(Johnstown), WOKW (Clearfield), or your television to
WJAC (Channel 6 - Johnstown), WTAE (Channel 4 Pittsburgh), WTAJ (Channel 10 - Altoona), or WPXI
(Channel 11 - Pittsburgh), for news of cancellations or
delays. Cancellations and delays are also posted on
the ARIN Intermediate Unit website at
www.arin.k12.pa.us/SchoolCast/. We normally make
our calls to the radio/TV stations prior to 6:00 a.m. or
shortly thereafter. We also remind you that a two-hour
delay does not necessarily mean we will have school
that day. Therefore, we ask you to stay tuned for
updates throughout that morning. When we are in a
delay situation, the decision to cancel school will be
made by 7:30 a.m. Hearing no announcements of
cancellations shortly thereafter, students will report to
their bus stops two hours later than the regularly
scheduled time.

While buses are loading and unloading at the
high school, we are asking those individuals who are
dropping students off, or picking students up, to use the
side entrance (band room door) of the high school. We
would appreciate everyone following the arrows around
the parking lot, as to prevent congestion and/or
accidents. The arrows run in a clockwise direction. As
a vehicle comes off highway Route 286, the driver
would bear to the left following the arrows and loop
around the parking lot, ending at the band room door
entrance.
Thank you for your cooperation.

