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CONGRATULATIONS, MRS. LEE’S MUSIC SCHOLARS!!!
UME scholars participated in the regional middle school (6th-8th grades) solo and ensemble
contest in November, which was held at Frank Seale Middle School. Thirteen UME scholars participated
in singing solos and singing in ensembles (7 solos and 3 ensembles).
Great news!!! All scholars who participated in the contest received the best rating of 1 and
earned a medal. Mrs. Lee shared, “The judges made very thoughtful remarks to scholars and gave many
great compliments about their singing and was very impressed at how well they
prepared themselves and how well they performed. I was so proud of their
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hard work, their strong work ethic, their stewardship of their talent and their
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scholar's God-given talent.
Mrs. Lee also noted, “I am very thankful for Mr. Spurlock who supported us to make our participation in the contest possible and for Mrs. Smith for
always cheering and encouraging this endeavor to invest in our scholars. I also
cannot thank Dr. Barker enough for his support to start UME’s participation in
the regional music contests last year and for his willingness to work with me as
I tried to figure out how we could make this happen in the best way possible for
our scholars. I'm proud to be a part of this great school where everyone strives
to do their best and devotes their lives for the best of our future generation.”
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UPCOMING DECEMBER & JANUARY EVENTS
December Dates:
1:
Townhall Meeting, K-6th Grades, 6:30-8:00pm
3:
Townhall Meeting, 7th-11th Grades, 6:30-8:00pm
5:
UME Robotics Teams Compete at Qualifier
5:
Family Service Project - Mission Arlington
6:
PAC Meeting, 12:30-1:50pm
8:
Fall Semester Concert –
Grades 5th – 8th /Art Gallery, 6:30-8:00pm
10:
UME Uniform Re-Sale Shop
10:
Fall Semester Concert –
Grades Kinder– 4th/Art Gallery, 6:30-8:00pm
12:
UME Hosts – FLL Robotics North Texas Qualifier
14-17: Final Exams (Non-Core 14-15; Core 16-17)
16&17: Winter Parties (K-4th; 5th-8th; 9th-11th)
17:
Last Day of Classes
18:
Bad Weather Make Up Day (if needed)
21-January 8 – Winter Break (No School)

January Dates:
7-8:
Teacher In-Service
11:
Spring Semester begins
11:
New Family Information Meeting, 6:30-8:00pm
12:
American Airlines UME and Mavs Game
18:
Open Application & Re-Application Period Begins
18:
M.L. King Day—No School
19:
Board Meeting, 6pm
21:
Parent Snack & Chat #4, 8:30-10:00am
22:
Dad’s Club & Donuts (w/kids), 7:25-815am
26:
Parent Truancy Meeting, 6:30-7:30pm
28:
Rehearsal for Theater Class Performance, 2-6pm
29:
Theater Class Play Performance, 5-9pm
Robotics Club: Jan. 15, 22, 29

Classes resume on Monday, January 11, 2016!

“I don’t know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones
among you who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found
how to serve.” - Dr. Albert Schweitzer
Special Guest at
UME Prep

UME PREP’S INAUGURAL
PARTICIPATION WITH
OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD
By Conner Merrifield,
11th Grade Scholar

Professor Martha Oldenberg,
Associate Dean of DBU’s #1
Ranked Educator Preparation
Program in the nation among
all universities, was recently
approved as our most recent
addition to the UME Prep
board. She visited UME Faculty Member, Mrs. Gayoso,
who is a proud graduate of
DBU’s education program.
Welcome to the team, Mrs.
Oldenburg!
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From November 6th to November 18th, scholars from every grade
participated in the chance to donate a
shoe box full of candy and toys to a
child less fortunate during this holiday
season, and the grade with the most
boxes was awarded a pizza party. This
year, scholars stuffed and donated boxes for 116 children, and 1st Grade and 5th Grade tied for the most boxes brought
by a grade level.
SGA members volunteered their time to sort boxes and organize the effort. "A lot of kids turned in some great boxes," junior SGA member Brian Barker
said. “Operation Christmas Child was a big success. Thanks to our students,
these boxes will now go overseas to poverty stricken homes. This year, SGA is
really growing and I expect even better things from them in 2016 as we continue
to serve our school and our community.”
Operation Christmas Child is the name of the charity that was started by
Samaritan's Purse, a Christian ministry service. The charity allows children in
countries around the world to experience some merriment during the holidays
by providing them with toys and candy filled into a shoe box. UME hopes to continue this tradition of giving, in hopes of providing the rest of the world with
cheer and good tidings.

Some Reasons
Why We Love
Coach
Eddlemon
Quotes compiled by
Jordan Archer, 11th Grader
“She is a real trooper and
truly dedicated to her students. I have never known
her to back down from a
challenge.”
-Shannan Horton
“She is a good mentor who
loves her students and
others.” -Amanda Appel

Leigh Ann Eddlemon— PE Teacher and UME Coach

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT
Interview by Gavin Ingram & Samuel Mullens, 11th Grade Scholars
Tell us about your family.
My husband, Cory, and I have been married for 17 years. We grew up and have been best
friends since we were 5. We have two girls: MaKinley, a freshman and Morgan, a 5th grader.
What are some hobbies or interests you have outside of school?
I do a lot of work at my church: I help with youth and college groups. I also run a couple times
a week.
How did you become a teacher and how long have you been at UME?
I’ve been teaching at UME since it started in 2012. My father has served as a principal, my
grandfather worked in an elementary school as an ISS teacher, and my mother worked in the
administration offices.
What do you love about UME Prep?
I love the families who go here; I think we all have similar interests and beliefs. It’s small, and
it feels really close. The small number of people lets you feel like everyone’s family.
What’s your favorite part about working with students?
I enjoy getting to know the students, where they’ve been and where they’re going, and looking
for those opportunities to help them get to where they want to go. As a coach, it’s all about
taking it to the next level and looking at what I can do to help you get to where you want to be.
Is there anything specific that’s happened in your life that made you want to be a
coach specifically?
I’ve always been involved in sports. My dad started out as a football coach before he became
an administrator, and that has run through our family quite a bit. We’ve all participated in
sports at some point along the way, so I think that comes natural; it’s just something that I do.
I played a lot of sports in high school and had a lot of teachers in the classroom who were also
coaches. They were my favorite teachers because they related to us on a different kind of level,
so I think that was something that attracted me to it. I like the relationship that I get to have
with players; it’s a little bit different than you would get to have with students in a classroom
on that kind of level. It’s a little bit more personal; it’s a little more relaxed, so I think that
that’s what pulled me in the most.

“She is an asset to our
school. We value her dedicated service.” -Todd Ignatz
“She never gives up on us.”
-David Garcia, 4th grade)
“She is a hardworking and
very courageous teacher.”
Wren Barker, 1st Grader
“She is very nice and when
people are hurt, she helps
them.” - Levi Christopher,
1st Grader

Upcoming Birthdays
December:
Mrs. Ronda Standard (12)
Mr. Freddie Spencer (13)
Mrs. Kim Sanford (22)
Mrs. Jennifer Brandon (23)
Mr. Edwin Shafer (30)

January:
Mrs. Sally Hansen (3)
Mrs. Jana Mulkey (4)
Mrs. Jamie Villanueva (18)
Mrs. Karlie Gayoso (25)
Mrs. Candiss Smith (31)
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CHARACTER
PROJECT
DEVELOPED BY
6th GRADE
STEM
SCHOLARS
By
Mr. James Foster,
UME STEM Faculty

Objective: To develop or create a Character
Counts initiative to address the critical challenges individuals face with adversity. Having someone by
your side or an inspirational word can relieve hurt for
a moment or inspire someone to overcome.
Brendon Newton, Dominyk Sutton, Melissa
Mejia, and Jaylin Whiting went well beyond the
classroom by creating inspirational cards to patients
who suffer from heart and cancer diseases. In addition, the cards were delivered by UME Parent Mrs.
Sutton to Baylor hospital.
Overall, words cannot express how proud I am of these scholars who will definitely
become social change agents. In my opinion, if we continue to inspire, encourage,
and empower our scholars with a supportive learning environment they will thrive
for higher achievements.

PORTABLE CLASSROOMS By Leslie Andrade
As students and faculty began another great year, so did the expansion efforts on our campus. Four new portables arrived in September, and after tireless efforts, were ready for use in November. The portables provide eight separate spaces allowing more teachers to design
their individual classrooms.
Secondary art teacher Jill Allen has been eagerly anticipating her
new portable space since she joined the faculty last August. She and her
students are now enjoying the expanded size of their new art room. “The space is good for the kids to get loud with
their art and also have some fun with it,” she said.
Joy Lee, who teaches middle school music, also benefited from the expanded space. Previously, she shared
a room with journalism and math teachers. Now, she has taken Allen’s former upstairs classroom. “Desks take up
space for music class,” Lee explained about her former classroom. “Music need its space and to be free of furniture.”
Lee is taking time to decorate her new room the way she
wants it. She has truly made it her own. The new, natural music
room has risers for students to sit or stand comfortably, and a
stand for Lee to use, in addition to space for more musical instruments. This month, students are taking advantage of the space as
they rehearse for their holiday concerts, and Lee agrees students as
well as faculty are a little more thankful this year. “We are so grateful for this space!”

ATHLETICS & PE UPDATE
Basketball has tipped off! Check the school’s
website, on the calendar, for upcoming games
for our junior high and varsity teams. Join us
at a game!

Family Service Project
Mr. Hunt would like to invite all families with students, 6th grade and up, to
UME’s Family Service project at Mission Arlington on
Saturday, December 5,
2015 from 10:00 am to
1:00 pm. We will meet at
the front entrance of the
main building at Mission
Arlington. Hope to see you
there!

Varsity Home Games Location: Gospel
Lighthouse Church (5525 W. Illinois Ave, Dallas)
Junior High Games Location: Bob Knight’s Fieldhouse (1700 S.
Main St, Duncanville). The gate fee for our home games is $2 for adults
and $1 for students.
Family Night @ the Mavs Game: Tickets on sale for $45 a piece, if
you want to see the Mavericks play the Cleveland Cavaliers on Tuesday,
January 12th at 7:30 PM. Tickets are $45 apiece. To purchase tickets,
please turn in your money to the front desk of the school. The deadline
for purchasing tickets is December 11th.
Cross-Country season concluded: Thank you to Coaches Davidson,
Stallard, and Eddlemon and especially to the team members. Congratulations to Andrew McConnell, Miriam Graves, Michael Rustine, Cierra
Guerrero, Ian Reese, and Reagan Barget for top times/finishes.
Thank you from Athletics: Special thanks to Rachel Simmons and
others for coordinating the Thanksgiving Tree. We appreciate the footballs and gift card we received so much! No doubt they will get a lot of
use.

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR UME ATHLETICS
UME has been presented with an outstanding opportunity to partner with the Dallas Mavericks by going to a game on Tuesday night, January 12th against the Cleveland Cavaliers and
Lebron James at 7:30 PM (American Airlines Center). Orders and payment are due by Friday,
Dec. 11. UME varsity basketball teams will be playing a season game inside the American Airlines
Center against North Dallas Adventist Academy. These games will be held between 1:00 PM 4:00 PM. Players, Cheerleaders, and those who purchase tickets will be able to attend both
games. Go EAGLES!!!...and MAVS!!!

JEAN-GLE BELL DRESS DAYS IN DECEMBER
Jean-Gle Bell and Free Dress Attendance Days: UME Prep scholars
had a 96.07% attendance for the month of November. When UME Prep
students maintain a 97% or higher attendance rate in all grade levels for a
four week period, they will be allowed Free Dress days for a week. Although we were very close, we did not meet the 97% for free dress days for
December.
However, in honor of the Christmas and holiday season, students, faculty,
and staff can wear holiday-themed items on Jean-Gle Bell Days: see below for grades 1st-11th. Jean-Gle Bell days for Kindergarteners will be on
the 16th & 17th. Thursday faculty may enjoy this privilege on Dec. 10th.
Jean-Gle Bell
1st 11th

Day(s)

Students may wear jeans, and any Academy approved uniform shirt or holiday-themed attire.

Friday,
Dec.
11th

Forgiveness
“Clearing the record of those who have wronged me
and not holding a grudge”
I will…
 Be quick to forgive
 Not cover up wrongs but will be
quick to ask for forgiveness
 Not seek revenge
 Respond kindly to those who hurt
Me
 Not take up offenses for others.
Forgiveness in the Home includes:
 Discussing personal differences in order to learn more about each other’s
needs
 A parent disciplining a disobedient child in love and not in anger
 Talking with each other about hurts instead of stuffing it down inside
 Responding to another’s rude words with a kind tone of voice
Rewards of Forgiveness:
 Friendship: Forgetting the hurtful words and actions of another by focusing
on that person’s strong points will allow friendships to blossom.
 Love: People who ask forgiveness for the wrong they have done will experience the love that comes from a deepened relationship.
You will know that
forgiveness has begun when you recall
those who hurt you
and feel the power to
wish them well.
~Lewis B. Smedes~
Forgiveness is a virtue of the brave.
Indira Gandhi

Thanks to Jim Brodnick,
Sally Hansen, and our
wonderful team of volunteers, UME Prep is partnering for our 3rd year
with the Perot Science
Museum and Lockheed
Martin Engineers to host
the First Lego League
North Texas Qualifier
Tournament at UME on
Saturday, Dec. 12.

Dear UME family,
Thank you so much for joining
me in the excitement of waiting
for my baby girl to arrive. My
husband and I had a great time
reading through the suggestions you all gave us for our
Sophia's middle name. We narrowed it down to two names
from the suggestion box! I'm
sorry to keep you in suspense,
but I will let you all know when
we decide which name it will
be. Also, thank you for being a
part of my baby shower and
blessing us with so many helpful gifts! You have been so
amazing and encouraging and I
couldn't ask for better colleagues, parents,
or students!
Sincerely,
Mrs. Garza

PARENT INTERVIEWS BY 5TH GRADE SCHOLARS
By Morgan Eddlemon, Roger Jimenez, and Amie Perna
UME sent out some up-and-coming journalists to interview their parents and this is what they discovered:
1) What is one parenting tip that has served you well with your family?


The Montessori approach that my kids were exposed to at an early age has helped to form them as children
and me as a parent. Its emphasis on independence, freedom within limits, and respect for a child’s natural
psychological, physical, and social development has influenced our family in many ways. (Perna Family)



First is to trust God and to live in love always taking discipline and obedience. (Jimenez Family)



Follow through with what I say. (Eddlemon Family)

2) Who shared the tip with you and why are you grateful for them?


Ms. Paula is a lady that lives in my neighborhood who offered classes to babies and toddlers. I participated
in her classes with both my children and she introduced me to Montessori. (Perna Family)



Our parents could share it with us, and teachers somehow passed it either from school or church.
(Jimenez Family)



My own parents, because they set a good example of how to raise a family with Christian principles.
(Eddlemon Family)

UME HIGH SCHOOLERS TAKE ON FIRST TECH ROBOTICS CHALLENGE
By Lauren Horton, 10th Grade Scholar

The FTC, or First Tech Challenge takes FLL (First Lego League) to a whole new level. Not only do you use
legos, you use metal robot parts. The challenge is comprised of three different modes: autonomous, driver
control, and endgame. Autonomous mode is 30 seconds of nothing but your robot performing a program with
no driver. Driver control two minutes where the two drivers are allowed to drive their robots via X-box controllers. Endgame is the last 30 seconds of driver control. Endgame usually serves to remind you to begin
wrapping up your game, to get your final points in. Since our robot has to have three main different components, we have divided our team into three different groups: Finance, Building, and Programming. We all have
different jobs and are more organized this way. Last year, we were feeling our way through the game, and now
that we have some footwork, we know what to do and are much further along this year compared to last year. I
believe that this year, we might make it beyond the first challenge. But we wouldn’t get anywhere without our
amazing coaches, Mr. Tatro and Mr. Milem. They’ve helped us stay on top of our game and have provided necessary advice and encouragement. Thanks to everyone who supports us!
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Mrs. Annette Wallace

UME Prep has been very grateful to have Mrs. Wallace serving at UME Prep since the founding of our school in 2012.
Our scholars have had the benefit of an outstanding teacher who has been in education since 1977. She taught English
and advanced classes for 29 years, and then began mentoring new teachers and leading workshops regarding instructional engagement and thinking skills. UME Prep scholars have benefited from her experience in our junior high history
classes. We will all miss Mrs. Wallace and are very grateful for her role in the UME Prep family. As she officially begins
her retirement beginning this next semester, she wanted to remind her scholars of the following, “Scholars, you can
achieve so many greater things than you are aware. Please do not limit yourselves, because anything is possible, if you
will strive to realize what you are capable of doing.”

DR. NOLAN ESTES RING OF HONOR FOR NOVEMBER
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Judson Stafford

Brian Barker

Jana Mulkey

Listed below is a snippet of comments made from UME faculty/staff who nominated the following winners:
Elementary – Judson Stafford
(5th grade)
Jud is such a dedicated scholar who works with excellence and ingenuity. He is the epitome of a UME scholar who
applies knowledge to take his learning to a deeper level. He is an all-around “good kid!”
Secondary – Brian Barker
(11th grade)
Brian is a student with an excellent attitude, helpful nature, and superior manners. He can be found leading in many
circles of student activities. Having such a good work ethic makes him especially teachable and coachable.
Staff – Jana Mulkey

(5th & 6th Math teacher)

Mrs. Mulkey is a passionate teacher who strives every day to make learning meaningful and fun for her students. She
is firm and consistent, not letting her students get away with anything less than a high standard of behavior.

UME Prep is gearing up for our first Golf Tournament this
spring. We are finalizing golf location and dates, and would
appreciate your consideration of sponsoring UME Prep in one
of the following ways:
 Premiere Sponsor: Full page ad in Eagle Update, Signage on 9 holes, listed on website under Superintendent’s
As we are nearing the year’s end, we would be so grateful
Council, 8 tournament slots: $3,000
for your consideration. With your end of year gift, we are  Gold Sponsor: 1/2 page ad in Eagle Update, Signage on
hoping to meet $15,000 of our $50,000 fundraising goal
6 holes, listed on website under Dean’s Council, 4 tournafor this academic year.
ment slots: $2,000
 Silver Sponsor, Lunch Sponsor, or Awards SponEasy to Give Online: Please see our donor page or click
sor: 1/4 page ad in Eagle Update, Signage on 3 holes,
here to donate online, or simply visit the front reception
listed on website under Dean’s Council, 4 tournament
area with cash or check made payable to UME Preparatoslots: $1,500
ry Academy. Be sure to designate as DONATION in the
 Single Hole Sponsor: Listed in Eagle Update and on
notes. Thank You!
website under Academic Excellence Club and 2 tournament slots: $500.
Donations are tax deductible. If interested, please contact Dr.
Barker at brance.barker@umeprep.org or (214) 545-0831.

THANK YOU to all of this year’s small business and individual donors! We have been very grateful for the ways
our families are reaching out to loved ones and businesses
to give as well as coming up with creative ways to give to
UME!

UME PREP HOSTS KOREAN DELEGATION
Dr. James Byun, Senior Pastor of LifeSpring Church in Incheon,
South Korea, and Mr. David Lee, Director of Education, recently
visited UME Prep to gain ideas for the new school they are developing in South Korea. We want to thank, Kim Sanford, Shelly Roszak,
and Phyllis Lau for taking time to discuss our Special Education
department with them, since that is one area they hope to begin
pioneering in South Korean education. During their visit, they had
a moment to visit with an 11th Grade Scholar, who speaks fluent
English and Korean. We wish the LifeSpring Community the very
best in their future endeavors in South Korea!
UME Preparatory
Academy
3838 Spur 408
Dallas, Texas 75236
Phone: (214) 445-6243
Fax: (972) 709-7951
E-mail:
development@umeprep.org

UME Prep Mission Statement
UME Preparatory Academy exists to produce college- and work-ready graduates who have
a strong work ethic, firm grounding in core academic content, and major academic and vocational skills, and to offer parents, as their child’s first and best teachers, time and training
so that they will have enhanced opportunities to strengthen their families as they exercise
greater influence over the spiritual, intellectual, and emotional growth of their children.

UME Prep is developing the leading school-family partnership program
committed to producing character-driven, academically prepared, 21st century
student leaders. Thank you for partnering with us!
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