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No person shall on the basis of race, religion, national origin, age, color, handicap or sex be excluded from participating in, be denied the benefits
of, or be subjected to discrimination under the educational program or activity of the Mission Consolidated Independent School District, as required by
Title IX of the US Office of Civil Rights, and the above requirements extended to the employment by the Mission CISD and to admission thereto.
Mission CISD does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment
of individuals with disabilities, or in any aspect of their operations. Mission CISD also does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or
employment practices.
This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.
Questions, complaints, or requests for additional information regarding the ADA and Section 504 may be forwarded to the designated ADA and Section
504 compliance coordinators.
Section 504 Coordinator • ADA Coordinator • MCISD Central Office • 1201 Bryce Drive
Mission, TX 78572 • Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 • (956) 323-5500

Ninguna persona a base de raza, religión, origen nacional, edad, color, impedimento físico o sexo deberá ser excluída de participar en, negársele
beneficios de, or ser sujeta a discriminación bajo el programa educacional o actividades del distrito escolar de Mission, según requisito del Título IX
de la Oficina Federal de Derechos Civiles y los requisitos ya mencionados, extendidos por el distrito escolar de Mission para admisión o empleo.
El distrito escolar de Mission no discrimina a base de incapacidad (física o mental) para admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades,
acceso a ellos, tratamiento para individuos con incapacidades, o en ningun aspecto a sus operaciones. El distrito escolar de Mission tampoco
discrimina a base de incapacidad en sus prácticas de empleo.
Este aviso se proporciona según la provisión del Título II de la Acta de Americanos Incapacitados de 1990 y la Sección 504 del Acta de
Rehabilitación de 1973. Preguntas, quejas, o información adicional acerca de la Acta de Americanos Incapacitados y la Sección 504 deberán ser
remitidas a las personas responsables en la coordinación y cumplimiento.
Coordinador de la Sección 504 • Coordinador de la Acta de Americanos Incapacitados • MCISD Central Office • 1201 Bryce Drive •
Mission, TX 78572 • Mon.-Fri. 8:00-5:00 • (956) 323-5500

Mission CISD will prepare and inspire all students to be equipped to
excel in the college and career of their choice, dominate 21st century
skills in leadership, knowledge, language, and technology to compete
in a global economy and serve as successful citizens in their
community.
Our commitment to these beliefs and values guide all that we do,
bonds the entire district together in a shared vision, and transcends
both time and individuals.
We believe that we have the duty to foster opportunities for each
student to build a legacy of success. We, therefore, collectively
commit to:
 Putting students first and inspiring innovation
 Taking ownership of a collaborative, educational partnership
through student, parent, and civic engagement
 Understanding cultural diversity with the ability to relate effectively
amidst varied cultures within a global economy
 Learning professionally for continuous improvement
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GENERAL INFORMATION
The years spent in junior high school are times of change physically, mentally, emotionally, and socially as one
matures into adolescence. Adolescence is that period within the life span when most of a student's characteristics are
changing from what is typically considered childlike to adult-like. Changes in the body as well as changes in thought,
behavior, and social relations become evident during this period. During your years in junior high school, you will be
provided the stable environment needed to build self-esteem, develop a flexible and inquiring mind, build meaningful
relationships, learn how to be a member of a group, and learn how to contribute to the community while concentrating on
your academics.
As you proceed through junior high school, you will learn more about yourself, your interests, and strengths. The
information provided in the curriculum bulletin is to serve as a guide in planning your course of instruction, your schedule,
and other procedures to ensure your continued success through graduation from high school. This guide contains the
following information: 1) general information, 2) course prerequisites, 3) courses approved for secondary schools for
grades 6, 7, and 8, and 4) courses which may be taken in junior high school for earning high school credit.
Mission Consolidated Independent School District is committed to preparing every student to be college and
career-ready. When making course selections, students and parents need to consult with the school administration and
counselors, particularly in selecting courses in junior high in preparation for graduation from high school.

ACADEMIC TEAMING
Students in junior high school are grouped into academic teams. Each team consists of the four core classes of
English language arts/reading (ELAR), math, science and social studies.

PROGRAMS DESIGNED FOR RECENT IMMIGRANTS WITH LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY
Mission CISD secondary schools provide intensive English language development classes and sheltered
instruction content curriculum offerings for English Language Learners (ELLs). The campus Language Proficiency
Assessment Committee (LPAC) and counselors support ELLs in assessing their English proficiency and in determining
their goals as they select courses each year.
Sheltered Instruction
Sheltered instruction is an approach to teaching ELLs which integrates language and content instruction. The
goals for sheltered instruction are to provide access to mainstream, grade-level content, and to promote the development of
English language proficiency. Teachers provide meaningful instruction in the content areas by scaffolding instruction to
aid student comprehension of content topics and objectives by adjusting their speech, instructional tasks, and by providing
appropriate background information and experiences.
To meet eligibility requirements for sheltered instruction courses, a student must be identified as Limited English
Proficient (LEP).
Monitoring of Instruction
The English language proficiency and academic growth of students are assessed through course grades, six week
assessments, district benchmarks, and norm-referenced tests. Students not making adequate progress will receive additional
instructional interventions as deemed necessary by the campus LPAC.
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PROGRAMS DESIGNED FOR ACADEMICALLY GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS
Mission CISD secondary-level schools provide curriculum offerings for students with special talents and abilities.
Teachers and counselors aid these students in assessing their strengths and weaknesses and in determining their goals as
they select their courses each year.
Gifted and Talented Program
The Gifted and Talented (GT) program is provided to address the special interests, needs, and abilities of gifted
learners through the differentiation of content, process, product and learning environment. At the secondary level, the gifted
and talented students are served primarily through the gifted and talented (GT) Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) and
Advanced Placement (AP) Program. Teachers serving students through the GT and Pre-AP/AP Program apply the
principles of differentiation through depth, complexity, and pacing within the course parameters to accommodate the
characteristics of gifted learners.
Students are identified as gifted through both qualitative and quantitative instruments. Meeting predetermined
criteria in four of the following six assessments result in program placement:
o Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics for Superior Children
o Parent Inventory
o Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test
o Norm-referenced achievement test in math
o Norm-referenced achievement test in reading/language arts
o Torrance Test of Creative Thinking
A Permission to Participate form must be signed by the parent. Appeals procedures for identification and exit are
available should the need arise.

Texas Performance Standards Project/Project-Based Learning
The Texas Performance Standards Project (TPSP) was developed in alignment with the State Goal for Services for
Gifted/Talented Students, providing an option for schools to meet the requirements in the Texas State Plan for the Education
of Gifted/Talented Students to improve the rigor and relevance of its advanced academic instruction from kindergarten to
grade 12.
In junior high school, identified gifted students are served through the Pre-AP program; identified gifted students
and students in the Pre-AP program are required to complete the Texas Standards Performance Project (TPSP) or a projectbased learning in-depth study (PBL) incorporating research, development of a product, and communication skills. The
Texas Performance Standards Project is a statewide standards and assessment system used to capture the high levels of
achievement for advanced students through the year-long research-based project; the PBL project is similar, with
implementation in the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) program being implemented in junior
high schools. The goal of the TPSP/PBL is for students to create work that reflects professional quality. The projects are
TEKS-based and focus on the core content areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies with
interdisciplinary connections.
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PRE-ADVANCED (PRE-AP) AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) PROGRAM
Because the district strongly encourages all students to set high academic expectations and the College Board has
a policy of open enrollment, admission requirements for Pre-AP and AP courses have been broadened in recent years.
Students who have an interest in studying at greater depth than is usually required in regular classes may participate.
However, to protect the integrity of the program, students and their parents are provided information about the high
expectations of the program and are required to sign a class agreement acknowledging the expectations and committing to
work to meet the standards of the courses. Enrollment in these courses should be based on interest as well as ability since
the curriculum requires more advanced and intensive work. To enroll in reading, English, science, and/or social studies
Pre-AP course(s) in junior high school, a student must have a combined average of 80% (total correct/total possible) on the
first administration of the combined STAAR reading and STAAR math assessments, and score an 80% (total correct/total
possible) on the previous year’s first administration of the STAAR reading and STAAR math, independently.
The Pre-Advanced Placement (Pre-AP) Program
Pre-Advanced Placement (AP) courses are offered in junior high school. The campus can provide powerful input
regarding the challenges of the Pre-AP curriculum and indicators of student success. Pre-AP classes are offered in English
language arts, math, science, and social studies.
These courses typically move at a faster pace, are more academically challenging and require more independent
learning and homework than other academic courses. The purpose of the Pre-AP initiative is to equip all junior high and
high school teachers with the strategies and tools they need to engage their students in active, high-level learning, thereby
ensuring that every junior high and high school student develops the skills, habits of mind, and concepts they need to
succeed in college.
In junior high school, the Pre-AP program offers all students challenging upper level course work, which will help
prepare them to take AP courses in high school. When a student takes a high school Advanced Placement (AP) exam and
scores a 3, 4, or 5, college credit may be awarded; otherwise only high school credit is awarded if the course objectives and
standards are met.
Since the Texas Performance Standards Project (TPSP) is a statewide standards and assessment system used to
capture the high levels of achievement for advanced students, students in the Pre-AP program will be required to complete
a year-long research-based project such as the TPSP or a project-based learning in-depth study. The goal of the TPSP/PBL
is for students to create work that reflects professional quality. The projects are TEKS-based and focus on the core content
areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies with interdisciplinary connections.

Exit Policy
At the end of the first six-weeks grading period, grades will be reviewed. Should a student be struggling, a parent
teacher conference will be held to discuss academic interventions needed to achieve mastery. At the end of the second sixweeks grading period, grades will be reviewed to determine the best placement for the student and a course change will be
made if the student is still struggling. Should a student be failing at the end of the first semester, the student will be placed
in a more appropriate setting.
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ELECTIVES
REQUIRED ELECTIVES

Sixth Grade
0.2

P. E. (full year)

Seventh Grade
7843

Health (semester)

7603

P. E. (semester)

Eighth Grade
8603

P. E. (semester)

Fine Arts (one year credit in Grade 6, 7, or 8)
Career Portals (one semester in Grade 7 or Grade 8)

ELECTIVE CLASS CHOICES

Sixth Grade

Seventh Grade

Eighth Grade

FULL YEAR

FULL YEAR

FULL YEAR

Beginners Band**

6730

Band**

Choir

Band**

o

Concert

o

Concert

o

Symphonic Band

o

Symphonic Band

o

Wind Ensemble

o

Wind Ensemble

o

Jazz/Instrumental

o

Jazz/Instrumental

Choir**

Choir**

7730

o

Boys

8730

o

Boys

7740

o

Girls

8740

o

Girls

Athletics**
o

Boys

8610

o

Boys

7620

o

Girls

8620

o

Girls

Industrial Technology 1

7920

Industrial Technology 1

8920

Industrial Technology 2

51106

Spanish I HS: J*

51206

AP Spanish HS:J*

58116

Art I HS:J*

55216

Theatre Arts HS:J*

7920
7830

Sixth Grade
SEMESTER COURSES

7823

Theatre Arts 1
Art 1

Intro. to Spanish

Seventh Grade
SEMESTER COURSES
Touch System Data Entry
58106
HS:J*
7823
Theatre Arts 1

Theatre Arts 2
8803

Athletics**

7610

Eighth Grade
SEMESTER COURSES
Touch System Data Entry
58106
HS:J*
7823
Theatre Arts 1

Theatre Arts 2

Theatre Arts 2

8803

Art 1

8813

Art 2**

68853

Health HS:J**

8823

Speech/Video Prod.

8823

Speech/Video Prod.

8823

Speech/Video Prod.

8903

Technology Apps.

8903

Technology Apps.

8903

Technology Apps.

6853

Teen Leadership

7853

Teen Leadership

8913

Intro. to Business

7963

Exploring Careers

6963
Exploring Careers
HS:J*Offers high school credit

55206 Comm. Applications HS:J*
**Requires prerequisite/teacher approval
ALL ELECTIVE COURSES ARE NOT OFFERED AT EACH CAMPUS
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS
6TH

7TH

8TH

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
ARTS/
READING
TH
6 GRADE

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
ARTS/
READING
TH
7 GRADE

ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
ARTS/
READING
8TH GRADE

MATH
6TH GRADE

MATH
7TH GRADE

MATH
8TH GRADE

SCIENCE
6TH GRADE

SCIENCE
7TH GRADE

WORLD
HISTORY
6TH GRADE

TEXAS
HISTORY
7TH GRADE

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

MS HEALTH/
PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION/
ELECTIVE

ELECTIVE

ELECTIVE

ELECTIVE

SCIENCE
8H GRADE

U. S.
HISTORY
8TH GRADE

Required Elective:
Career Portals (one semester
in Grade 7 or Grade 8)

Required Elective: Full Year of Fine Arts in Grade 6, 7, or 8

Disclaimer: Contents are subject to change; please visit www.mcisd.net for most recent revisions.

6

PROMOTION/RETENTION CRITERIA (EIE Local)
Sixth -Eighth Grade Promotion/Retention Criteria
In grades 6–8, promotion to the next grade level shall be based on an overall average of 70 on a scale of 100 based
on course-level, grade-level standards (essential knowledge and skills) for all subject areas and a grade of 70 or above in three
of the following areas: language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
Student Success Initiative
In addition to Board policy relating to student advancement, students in grades 5 and 8 must demonstrate proficiency
in reading and mathematics, as required by Education Code 28.0211(a), in order to advance to the next grade (EIE Legal).

CREDIT BY EXAMINATION
Without Prior Instruction (EHDC Legal)

With Board approval, the District shall develop or purchase examinations for acceleration that thoroughly test the
essential knowledge and skills for each primary school grade level and for credit for secondary school academic subjects.
The District shall give a student in grades 6–12 credit for an academic subject in which the student has received no
prior instruction if the student meets the requirements of 19 TAC Chapter 74.24 on a criterion-referenced examination for
acceleration for the applicable course.
Credit by Examination for Advancement (without prior instruction) is available to sixth through twelfth grade students
who wish to test for possible advancement in a given subject area in which the student has received no prior instruction.
MCISD will accelerate a student in grades 6-12 if the student meets the requirements of 19 TAC Chapter 74.24.
1) A three or higher on a College Board advanced placement examination that has been approved by the Board for the
applicable course;
2) A scaled score of 60 or higher on an examination administered through the College-Level Examination Program and
approved by the Board for the applicable course; or
3) Eighty percent or above on any other criterion-referenced test approved by the Board for the applicable course.
If a student is given credit in a subject on the basis of an examination on which the student scored 80 percent or
higher, the District shall enter the examination score on the student’s transcript and the student is not required to take an endof-course (EOC) assessment instrument under Education Code 39.023(c) for the course.
The Board shall approve for each high school course, to the extent available, at least four examinations that shall
include College Board advanced placement examinations and examinations administered through the College-Level
Examination Program.
The examinations may be developed by Texas Tech University, The University of Texas at Austin, the District, or
another entity. If using a District-developed examination or an examination developed by another entity, prior to the first
administration, the District must certify that the examination:
1. Covers all assessable Texas essential knowledge and skills for the course;
2. Has not been published and is not publicly available;
3. Will only be administered in a secure environment under standardized conditions by a school district or
institution of higher education;
4. Has been externally validated;
5. Is equivalent to state level EOC assessment instruments in terms of content coverage, item difficulty, and
technical quality;
6. Yields comparable results for all subgroups; and
7. If for a course that has a state level EOC assessment instrument, is validated against the applicable EOC
assessment.
For a course that is validated for this purpose, the District must make public:
a.
The test development process; and
b.
The results of the validation efforts.
District-developed examinations for courses that do not have an EOC assessment shall meet all validation
requirements at items 1–7 above no later than the 2018–19 school year for each examination offered for credit.
Examinations developed by Texas Tech University and The University of Texas at Austin for courses that do not
have a state EOC assessment shall meet all requirements at items 1–7 above not later than the 2018–19 school year for each
Disclaimer: Contents are subject to change; please visit www.mcisd.net for most recent revisions.
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of its examinations offered for credit. An EOC assessment administered under Education Code 39.023(c) cannot be used for
purposes of credit by examination.
The District shall administer each exam approved by the Board not fewer than four times each year. The District
must provide windows to test between January 1 and March 31, April 1 and June 30, July 1 and September 30, and October
1 and December 31, unless the exam’s administration date is established by an entity other than the District. The days need
not be consecutive but shall be designed to meet the needs of all students. The dates must be publicized in the community.
The dates set by Mission Consolidated Independent School District for Credit-by-Examination are as follows:
Registration Period
June 9 – July 28

Testing Dates
Between July 1 and
Sept. 30
(9:00 a.m. to noon, or
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.)
Tues., Sept. 5
Wed., Sept. 6

July 31 – September 1

Thurs., Sept. 7
Between Oct. 1 and
Dec. 31
(9:00 a.m. to noon, or
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.)
Tues., Nov.7
Wed., Nov. 8

November 13- December 15

Thurs., Nov. 9
Between Jan. 1 and
March 31
(9:00 a.m. to noon, or
5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.)
Tues., Feb. 6
Wed., Feb. 7

March 26- - April 27

Thurs., Feb. 8
Between April 1 and
June 30
(Time: 8:00 a.m. –
11:00 a.m.)
Tues., June 5
Wed., June 6

Thurs., June 7
No application will be accepted after the deadline.
Testing will be conducted in a district-wide setting.

A school district shall not charge for an examination for acceleration for each primary school grade level or for credit
for secondary school academic subjects. If a parent requests an alternative examination, the district may administer and
recognize results of a test purchased by the parent or student from Texas Tech University or The University of Texas at Austin
(19 TAC 74.24).
Application Requirements and Procedures
A student will be permitted to take an exam to earn credit for an academic course for which the student has had NO
PRIOR INSTRUCTION. If a student plans to take an exam, the student (or parent) must register with the principal or
counselor no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date.
Exams for acceleration are purchased from Texas Tech University. Students must be registered in a Mission CISD
school in order to be eligible for Credit by Exam testing and must be attending classes if school is in session.
Students are encouraged to review the course objectives and exam specifications provided in the following
subject links: http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ode/cbereview/

Disclaimer: Contents are subject to change; please visit www.mcisd.net for most recent revisions.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
The new Foundation High School Program became the default graduation program for all students entering ninth
grade beginning with the 2014-2015 school year. Students will graduate under the Foundation High School Program and
may earn an endorsement by successfully completing a total of 26 credits. School districts are required to ensure each student
entering grade nine choose an endorsement for high school graduation in one of the following five areas: STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Math), Business and Industry, Public Service, Arts and Humanities, or Multidisciplinary,
which will be noted on the student’s diploma and transcript. Students will be allowed to choose, at any time, to earn an
endorsement other than the endorsement previously selected. In addition, students may earn a “Performance
Acknowledgement” for outstanding performance in a dual course, in bilingualism and biliteracy, on a college AP or IB exam,
or on the PSAT, ACT-Aspire, the SAT, or the ACT, or for earning a nationally or internationally recognized business or
industry certification or license. A “Distinguished Level of Achievement” may be earned by completing 26 credits consisting
of the Foundation High School Program requirements with endorsement to include Algebra II as one of the four math credits
for at least one endorsement, and a fourth advanced science credit. A student must earn the “Distinguished Level of
Achievement” to be eligible for top 10% automatic admission to an institute of higher education.
All Mission CISD students exiting the 8th grade level will complete a personal graduation plan specifying the selected
high school endorsement.

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE CREDIT AT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL
Some junior high school students may be able to earn credit for high school courses which will provide them the
opportunity to take more rigorous AP and/or dual college credit courses in high school to ensure they are college-ready and
college-bound. When high school students complete their required content courses, they should begin taking college level
courses geared toward career interests, particularly in the math and science areas to ensure success on required State of Texas
Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) tests as well as college entrance exams. Studies have shown that students
who continue to take math and science courses through their senior year in high school are more successful and better prepared
in college.
Students enrolled in junior high school math courses for high school credit must complete and meet demonstrated
proficiency (70% or higher) in each semester (fall and spring) and are required to take the STAAR End-of-Course exam for
the math course to receive one full high school credit. Students enrolled in junior high school foreign language courses for
high school credit must complete and meet demonstrated proficiency (70% or higher) to receive one full high school credit.
High school courses successfully completed in junior high school will be figured into and/or weighted into the
student’s high school grade point average (GPA). Credit for courses taken in junior high school will have a code of “J” after
them.
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COURSES FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT

ALGEBRA I HS:J AND GEOMETRY HS:J
Students must meet district criteria to enroll in Algebra 1 and/or Geometry in junior high school. Students who have
successfully completed Algebra 1 and Geometry in junior high may receive mathematics units of high school credit. Students
enrolled in junior high school math courses for high school credit must complete and meet demonstrated proficiency (70%
or higher) in each 18-week grading period (fall and spring). Students taking Algebra I in junior high school are required to
take the state required STAAR End-of-Course exam in Algebra I.

ART 1 HS: J
Eighth grade students may receive 1.0 units of high school credit through the successful completion of this high
school level course which introduces students to visual awareness including tonal and perspective studies, human and animal
anatomy, color theory, pottery construction, and printmaking. Class critiques are conducted. Proper lab procedures are
developed in the use of basic media including pencil, pen, charcoal, pastel, collage, tempera, clay, and wood. A survey of
the idea of man as reflected in art history is studied as being vital to the enrichment of life.
COMMUNICATION APPLICATIONS HS:J
For successful participation in professional and social life, students must develop effective communication skills.
Rapidly expanding technologies and changing social and corporate systems demand that students send clear verbal messages,
choose effective nonverbal behaviors, listen for desired results, and apply valid critical-thinking and problem-solving
processes. Students enrolled in Communication Applications will be expected to identify, analyze, develop, and evaluate
communication skills needed for professional and social success in interpersonal situations, group interactions, and personal
and professional presentations. Eighth grade students who have successfully completed communication applications in junior
high school may receive 0.5 units of high school credit.
HEALTH HS:J
Eighth grade students, who have already taken middle school health and demonstrated proficiency, may receive 0.5
units of high school credit through the successful completion of this high school level course which covers the Texas Essential
Knowledge and Skills for high school health. In addition, as mandated by HB 2176 and HB 5, students will be taught parenting
and paternity awareness responsibilities and CPR training.

TOUCH DATA ENTRY SYSTEMS HS:J
Seventh or eighth grade students who have successfully completed keyboarding in junior high school may receive
0.5 units of high school credit.
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SPANISH I HS:J
Eighth grade students may receive 1.0 units of high school credit through the successful completion of this high
school level course which covers the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for high school Spanish I.

AP SPANISH LANGUAGE HS:J
This is an advanced placement course which prepares Spanish proficient students to place out of college level classes
in Spanish through taking the AP Spanish Language Exam and scoring a 3 or higher. The intention of this course is to
challenge the aural/oral abilities of the students, and to provide advanced Spanish language development in speaking,
listening, reading comprehension, grammar and composition. Students taking AP Spanish Language are required to take the
AP Spanish Language Exam. Students scoring a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Spanish Language Exam will be awarded Spanish 1, 2,
and 3 high school credits. Documentation must be provided.

THEATRE ARTS 1 HS:J
Eighth grade students may receive 1.0 units of high school credit through the successful completion of this high
school level course which is designed to give the beginning student a general introduction to theatre concepts, skills and
themes including the interpretation, writing and performance of script. Students learn the basic skills of theatre through
character development and portrayal through oral reading, radio plays, monologues duets, and group performances. Students
are introduced to theatre history, its development themes, writers and genres as well as provided with an introduction to body
awareness and movement through music, sensory perception, mime, pantomime and tableau. Improvisational techniques and
the incorporation of character type behaviors both verbal and nonverbal. Participation through stretching warm-up activities
and performance is a major part of the learning process. Students successfully completing this class may receive 1.0 high
school credits.
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JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
ATHLETICS
BOYS/GIRLS ATHLETICS
Athletics consist of the following sports: football, basketball, soccer, cross country, track, tennis, golf, swimming,
and volleyball. Students must devote time and effort before and after school to participate in these competitive sports.
Participation in practices and games on weekends and during holidays is required. The coach’s approval and passing grades
are required for participation (NO PASS – NO PLAY). A physical examination from a medical doctor is required before
participating in athletics. Students/parents must provide transportation for morning and after school practices.

FINE ARTS
ARTS

This one-semester course is designed for students in sixth or seventh grade who have not previously taken an art
class. The course will focus on the introduction of the basic elements of art. Students will produce works combining line,
shape, form, color, value, texture, and space. Art history is also a major component of this course; students will learn about
the history of art and major artists throughout the ages.

BAND

BEGINNER BAND
Grades 6-8
Prerequisite: None
Beginner Band offers students a hands-on experience that teaches the basic performance skills needed to play a
school instrument.
CONCERT BAND
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Previous band experience
Students are placed in a Concert Band according to their playing ability, attitude, participation, classification, and
instrumentation needs. Students may move from band to band as deemed necessary or appropriate. The concert bands
provide for a wide range of playing abilities and time commitment. With team teaching, students will have an opportunity
to experience full band, sectionals, performances, and individual attention.
SYMPHONIC BAND
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Previous band experience
The Symphonic Band is the second level concert band. This band performs competitive level music. Students are
placed in a concert band according to their playing ability, attitude, participation, classification, and instrumentation needs.
Symphonic Band students are required to attend sectionals outside of school time each week. Students are highly encouraged
to audition in All Region and participate in Solo & Ensemble. The Symphonic Band enters U.I.L competitions each year,
performs at all major band concerts and attends any other performances and competitions throughout the year.
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WIND ENSEMBLE
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Previous band experience
The Wind Ensemble is the top performing concert band. Students are placed in a concert band according to their
playing ability, attitude, participation, classification, and instrumentation needs. This band performs competitive level music.
Honors Band members are required to attend sectionals outside school time each week. Members are required to audition
for All Region and U.I.L. Solo & Ensemble. These students are very serious about improving their musical abilities and
commitment to performing. Wind Ensemble members perform at all major band department concerts and competitions.
JAZZ/INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE
Jazz ensemble will be comprised of students from Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble who have interest in
learning music from the jazz idiom. Instrumental Ensemble is designed to provide students with a performance opportunity
in small ensemble repertoire. Performance opportunities include in and out-of-school venues.

CHOIR

CHOIR
This class is offered for 6th through 8th grade boys and girls who like to sing. The choir presents at least three
concerts every year (fall, Christmas, and spring). Choir students also have the opportunity to participate in solo and ensemble
competition in the fall and the All-Region choir contest in the spring. Occasional before-or-after school rehearsals and
performances are required. All students are welcome to join, but must audition for placement in the proper choir.

THEATRE ARTS

THEATRE ARTS 1: CREATIVE DRAMA
Grades 6-8
Prerequisite: None
Students will have the opportunity to participate in various theatre warm-up activities, explore basic puppet theatre
and script writing, engage in imaginative character development through the use of basic props and costumes. Students will
have the opportunity to work with peers on scripted/unscripted scenes in a non-traditional group dynamic and classroom
environment. Theatre History and Cultural Heritage will be reinforced through the use of storytelling and fairytales. This
course is available to all students and no prerequisite.
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THEATRE ARTS 2: THEATRE IN ACTION
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Theatre 1 Creative Drama.
This course will expand the concepts and skills learned in creative drama. Students will participate in activities that
require memorization of various texts including monologues and duets. Students will also be involved in acting experiences
which focus on developing concepts of self, body, voice, improvisation, and acting techniques. This course is available to 7th
and 8th grade students.

THEATRE TECH AND FILM
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Theatre 1 Creative Drama and Director’s approval; numbers are limited.
This course is designed to involve the student in scenic design, tech, and film. In scenic design students will plan,
design, build, and paint various items used in a production. Technical theatre will engage the student in the process of
designing lighting, sound, amplification and musical elements used in a theatrical production. Students will also be introduced
to the three steps of the film making process: Pre-production (story ideas, script writing, story boarding casting and
scheduling), Production (on location filming), Post Production (editing film, sound/music). This course is available to 7th
and 8th grade students.

THEATRE PRODUCTION
Grades 7-8
Prerequisite: Creative Drama and Directors approval. Limited numbers.
Theatre Production is designed to provide hands-on experiences in acting and stagecraft through the production and
performances of plays. Students will be responsible for producing and acting in major theatrical productions. Students will
participate in classroom plays, community functions, school performances, U.I.L. events, and other types of performances.
Some evening and/or weekend practices and performances will be required. Students must meet U.I. L. eligibility
requirements to participate. Participation in the production and performances is mandatory and will constitute a major part of
the grade.

OTHER ELECTIVES
CAREER PORTALS
Required in either Grade 7 or Grade 8
Students will explore high school, college, and career planning, while creating a culture of high expectation and
continuous improvement to prepare them for college, careers, and life. Students explore careers within specific career
clusters, understand high school and college requirements, and develop a personal six- or eight-year achievement plan.
Disclaimer: Contents are subject to change; please visit www.mcisd.net for most recent revisions.
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EXPLORING CAREERS
Students will explore educational and career information to learn more about themselves and their interests and
abilities to guide them in the process of investigation and in the development of a college and career achievement plan.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 1
This course is designed to increase the student’s understanding of the development and use of technology; it provides
an introduction to technology in the areas of mechanical engineering (drafting and design), visual technology (photography),
energy (CO cars and model rockets), screen-printing, and wood-working construction. Using hands-on problem solving
and creative activities, students develop an understanding of technology and its impacts. Activities may include design,
constructing models of buildings, investigating solar energy, using hand tools, power tools, and machines.

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 2
(Prerequisites: Industrial Technology I)
This course is designed to provide skills to enhance the understanding of the applications of technology and
engineering sciences. The curriculum provides an awareness of current and emerging industrial practices. Using hands-on
problem-solving skills and innovative activities, students develop an understanding of technology and its impacts. The
educational objectives of this class are to provide a more in-depth understanding of the following: functioning in a multidisciplinary team; understanding the importance of professionalism, ethics, safety and socioeconomic concerns in resolving
technical problems; the ability to function in diverse environments; communicating ideas effectively in graphical, oral and in
written media; and being able to create and annotate two-dimensional drawings. Activities may include, but are not limited
to, designing models of bridges, dams, and cars using hand tools, power tools, and machines.

SPEECH/VIDEO PRODUCTIONS
This course is designed to give students a better understanding of video production, and offers students the
opportunity to become familiar with various University Interscholastic League (U.I.L) speaking and acting activities.
Students have the opportunity to direct, videotape, edit and produce video productions. Students also produce a tri-monthly
video newscast and videotape band and choir concerts, athletic events, class projects, and public information for Cable 17.
This course helps build a set of specific speaking skills necessary in a variety of public speaking situations.
TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS
This course focuses on the integrated use of word processing, spreadsheet, and database applications. The use of
drawing and painting tools is also integrated in the finished documents. Scanner and digital camera input is edited and
inserted into projects. Learning.com also provides the learning resources necessary for Internet exploration and use of various
multimedia projects that include slide shows and possibly a personal website.
TEEN LEADERSHIP
Teen Leadership prepares students for continued success by helping them develop a sense of personal responsibility,
healthy self-concepts, self-awareness, self-motivation, social skills, public speaking and communication skills, decisionmaking, personal responsibility, and goal-setting, while enabling students to recognize and resist personal peer pressure.
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APPENDIX B: AUTOMATIC ADMISSION - COLLEGE

Sec. 51.803. AUTOMATIC ADMISSION: ALL INSTITUTIONS. (a) Subject
to Subsection (a-1), each general academic teaching institution shall
admit an applicant for admission to the institution as an undergraduate
student if the applicant graduated with a grade point average in the top
10 percent of the student's high school graduating class in one of the two
school years preceding the academic year for which the applicant is
applying for admission and:
(1) the applicant graduated from a public or private high
school in this state accredited by a generally recognized accrediting
organization or from a high school operated by the United States
Department of Defense;
(2) the applicant:
(A) successfully completed:
(i) at a public high school, the curriculum
requirements established under Section 28.025 for the distinguished level
of achievement under the foundation high school program; or
(ii) at a high school to which Section 28.025 does
not apply, a curriculum that is equivalent in content and rigor to the
distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school
program; or
(B) satisfied ACT's College Readiness Benchmarks on the
ACT assessment applicable to the applicant or earned on the SAT assessment
a score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the equivalent; and
(3) if the applicant graduated from a high school operated by
the United States Department of Defense, the applicant is a Texas resident
under Section 54.052 or is entitled to pay tuition fees at the rate
provided for Texas residents under Section 54.241(d) for the term or
semester to which admitted.
(a-1) Beginning with admissions for the 2011-2012 academic year, The
University of Texas at Austin is not required to offer admission to
applicants who qualify for automatic admission under Subsection (a) in
excess of the number required to fill 75 percent of the university's
enrollment capacity designated for first-time resident undergraduate
students in an academic year. If the number of applicants who qualify for
automatic admission to The University of Texas at Austin under Subsection
(a) for an academic year exceeds 75 percent of the university's enrollment
capacity designated for first-time resident undergraduate students for
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that academic year, the university may elect to offer admission to those
applicants as provided by this subsection and not as otherwise required by
Subsection (a). If the university elects to offer admission under this
subsection, the university shall offer admission to those applicants by
percentile rank according to high school graduating class standing based
on grade point average, beginning with the top percentile rank, until the
applicants qualified under Subsection (a) have been offered admission in
the number estimated in good faith by the university as sufficient to fill
75 percent of the university's enrollment capacity designated for firsttime resident undergraduate students, except that the university must
offer admission to all applicants with the same percentile rank. After
the applicants qualified for automatic admission under Subsection (a) have
been offered admission under this subsection in the number estimated in
good faith as sufficient to fill 75 percent of the designated enrollment
capacity described by this subsection, the university shall consider any
remaining applicants qualified for automatic admission under Subsection
(a) in the same manner as other applicants for admission as first-time
undergraduate students in accordance with Section 51.805.
(a-2) If the number of applicants who apply to a general academic
teaching institution during the current academic year for admission in the
next academic year and who qualify for automatic admission to a general
academic teaching institution under Subsection (a) exceeds 75 percent of
the institution's enrollment capacity designated for first-time resident
undergraduate students for that next academic year and the institution
plans to offer admission under Subsection (a-1) during the next school
year, the institution shall, in the manner prescribed by the Texas
Education Agency and not later than September 15, provide to each school
district, for dissemination of the information to high school junior-level
students and their parents, notice of which percentile ranks of high
school senior-level students who qualify for automatic admission under
Subsection (a) are anticipated by the institution to be offered admission
under Subsection (a-1) during the next school year.
(a-3) Repealed by Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 776 , Sec. 1, eff.
June 17, 2015.
(a-4) If The University of Texas at Austin elects to offer admission
to first-time resident undergraduate students under Subsection (a-1) for
an academic year, the university must continue its practice of not
considering an applicant's legacy status as a factor in the university's
decisions relating to admissions for that academic year.
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(a-5) A general academic teaching institution that offers admission
to first-time resident undergraduate students under Subsection (a-1) shall
require that a student admitted under that subsection complete a
designated portion of not less than six semester credit hours of the
student's coursework during evening hours or other low-demand hours as
necessary to ensure the efficient use of the institution's available
classrooms.
(a-6) Not later than December 31 of each academic year in which The
University of Texas at Austin offers admission under Subsection (a-1), the
university shall deliver a written report to the governor, the lieutenant
governor, and speaker of the house of representatives regarding the
university's progress in each of the following matters:
(1)

increasing geographic diversity of the entering freshman

class;
(2) counseling and outreach efforts aimed at students qualified
for automatic admission under this section;
(3) recruiting Texas residents who graduate from other
institutions of higher education to the university's graduate and
professional degree programs;
(4) recruiting students who are members of underrepresented
demographic segments of the state's population; and
(5) assessing and improving the university's regional
recruitment centers.
(b) An applicant who does not satisfy the curriculum requirements
prescribed by Subsection (a)(2)(A)(i) or (ii) is considered to have
satisfied those requirements if the student completed the portion of the
distinguished level of achievement under the foundation high school
program curriculum or of the curriculum equivalent in content and rigor,
as applicable, that was available to the student but was unable to
complete the remainder of the curriculum solely because courses necessary
to complete the remainder were unavailable to the student at the
appropriate times in the student's high school career as a result of
course scheduling, lack of enrollment capacity, or another cause not
within the student's control.
(c) To qualify for admission under this section, an applicant must:
(1) submit an application before the expiration of any
application filing deadline established by the institution; and
(2) provide a high school transcript or diploma that satisfies
the requirements of Subsection (d).
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(d) For purposes of Subsection (c)(2), a student's official
transcript or diploma must, not later than the end of the student's junior
year, indicate:
(1) whether the student has satisfied or is on schedule to
satisfy the requirements of Subsection (a)(2)(A)(i) or (ii), as
applicable; or
(2) if Subsection (b) applies to the student, whether the
student has completed the portion of the distinguished level of
achievement under the foundation high school program curriculum or of the
curriculum equivalent in content and rigor, as applicable, that was
available to the student.
(e) Each institution of higher education shall admit an applicant
for admission to the institution as an undergraduate student if the
applicant:
(1) is the child of a public servant listed in Section 615.003,
Government Code, who was killed or sustained a fatal injury in the line of
duty; and
(2) meets the minimum requirements, if any, established for
purposes of this subsection by the governing board of the institution for
high school or prior college-level grade point average and performance on
standardized tests.
(f) After admitting an applicant under this section, the institution
shall review the applicant's record and any other factor the institution
considers appropriate to determine whether the applicant may require
additional preparation for college-level work or would benefit from
inclusion in a retention program. The institution may require a student
so identified to enroll during the summer immediately after the student is
admitted under this section to participate in appropriate enrichment
courses and orientation programs. This section does not prohibit a
student who is not determined to need additional preparation for collegelevel work from enrolling, if the student chooses, during the summer
immediately after the student is admitted under this section.
(g) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board by rule shall
develop and implement a program to increase and enhance the efforts of
general academic teaching institutions in conducting outreach to
academically high-performing high school seniors in this state who are
likely to be eligible for automatic admission under Subsection (a) to
provide to those students information and counseling regarding the
operation of this section and other opportunities, including financial
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assistance, available to those students for success at public institutions
of higher education in this state. Under the program, the coordinating
board, after gathering information and recommendations from available
sources and examining current outreach practices by institutions in this
state and in other states, shall prescribe best practices guidelines and
standards to be used by general academic teaching institutions in
conducting the student outreach described by this subsection.
(h) An institution that admits under this section an applicant
qualified for automatic admission under Subsection (a) may admit the
applicant for either the fall semester of the academic year for which the
applicant applies or for the summer session preceding that fall semester,
as determined by the institution.
(i)

If a general academic teaching institution denies admission to

an applicant for an academic year, in any letter or other communication
the institution provides to the applicant notifying the applicant of that
denial, the institution may not reference the provisions of this section,
including using a description of a provision of this section such as the
top 10 percent automatic admissions law, as a reason the institution is
unable to offer admission to the applicant unless the number of applicants
for admission to the institution for that academic year who qualify for
automatic admission under Subsection (a) is sufficient to fill 100 percent
of the institution's enrollment capacity designated for first-time
resident undergraduate students.
(j) A general academic teaching institution that elects to offer
admission under Subsection (a-1) for an academic year may not offer
admission to first-time undergraduate students who are not residents of
this state for that academic year in excess of the number required to fill
10 percent of the institution's enrollment capacity designated for firsttime undergraduate students for that academic year.
(k) A general academic teaching institution may not offer admission
under Subsection (a-1) for an academic year after the 2017-2018 academic
year if, on the date of the institution's general deadline for
applications for admission of first-time undergraduate students for that
academic year:
(1) a final court order applicable to the institution prohibits
the institution from considering an applicant's race or ethnicity as a
factor in the institution's decisions relating to first-time undergraduate
admissions; or
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(2) the institution's governing board by rule, policy, or other
manner has provided that an applicant's race or ethnicity may not be
considered as a factor in the institution's decisions relating to firsttime undergraduate admissions for that academic year.
(l) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board shall publish an
annual report on the impact of Subsection (a-1) on the state's goal of
closing college access and achievement gaps under "Closing the Gaps," the
state's master plan for higher education, with respect to students of an
institution that offers admission under that subsection, disaggregated by
race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, and geographic region and by
whether the high school from which the student graduated was a small
school, as defined by the commissioner of education, or a public high
school that is ranked among the lowest 20 percent of public high schools
according to the percentage of each high school's graduates who enroll in
a four-year institution, including a general academic teaching
institution, in one of the two academic years following the year of the
applicant's high school graduation. On request, a general academic
teaching institution that offers admission under Subsection (a-1) shall
provide the board with any information the board considers necessary for
the completion of the report required by this subsection.
(m) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the
commissioner of education shall jointly adopt rules to establish
eligibility requirements for admission under this section as to curriculum
requirements for high school graduation under Subsection (a)(2)(A) for
students participating under the recommended or advanced high school
program so that the admission of those students is not affected by their
participation in the recommended or advanced high school program. This
subsection expires September 1, 2020.
Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 845, Sec. 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1999.
Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 1, eff. June
15, 2007.
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1342 (S.B. 175), Sec. 1, eff. June
19, 2009.
Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 161 (S.B. 1093), Sec. 4.008, eff.
September 1, 2013.
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Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 211 (H.B. 5), Sec. 64(a), eff. June
10, 2013.
Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 959 (H.B. 1843), Sec. 1, eff. June
14, 2013.
Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 776 (H.B. 2472), Sec. 1, eff. June
17, 2015.
Sec. 51.8035. AUTOMATIC ADMISSION OF APPLICANTS COMPLETING CORE
CURRICULUM AT ANOTHER INSTITUTION. (a) In this section:
(1) "Core curriculum" means the core curriculum adopted by an
institution of higher education under Section 61.822.
(2) "General academic teaching institution" has the meaning
assigned by Section 61.003.
(b) A general academic teaching institution shall admit an applicant
for admission to the institution as a transfer undergraduate student who:
(1) graduated from high school not earlier than the fourth
school year before the academic year for which the applicant seeks
admission to the institution as a transfer student and:
(A) qualified for automatic admission to a general
academic teaching institution under Section 51.803 at the time of
graduation; or
(B) was previously offered admission under this subchapter
to the institution to which the applicant seeks admission as a transfer
student;
(2) first enrolled in a public junior college or other public
or private lower-division institution of higher education not earlier than
the third academic year before the academic year for which the applicant
seeks admission;
(3) completed the core curriculum at a public junior college or
other public or private lower-division institution of higher education
with a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.5 on a four-point
scale or the equivalent; and
(4) submits a completed application for admission as a transfer
student before the expiration of any application filing deadline
established by the institution.
(c) For purposes of this section, transfer semester credit hours
from a different institution of higher education and semester credit hours
earned by examination shall be included in determining whether the person
completed the core curriculum at an institution of higher education.
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(d) It is the responsibility of the applicant for admission under
this section to:
(1) expressly and clearly claim in the application entitlement
to admission under this section; and
(2) timely provide to the general academic teaching institution
the documentation required by the institution to determine the student's
entitlement to admission under this section.
Added by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1342 (S.B. 175), Sec. 2, eff.
June 19, 2009.
Sec. 51.804.
INSTITUTIONS.

ADDITIONAL AUTOMATIC ADMISSIONS:

SELECTED

For each academic year, the governing board of each general

academic teaching institution shall determine whether to adopt an
admissions policy under which an applicant to the institution as a firsttime freshman student, other than an applicant eligible for admission
under Section 51.803, shall be admitted to the institution if the
applicant:
(1) graduated from a public or private high school in this
state accredited by a generally recognized accrediting organization with a
grade point average in the top 25 percent of the applicant's high school
graduating class; and
(2)

satisfies the requirements of:
(A) Section 51.803(a)(2)(A) or 51.803(b), as applicable to
the student, or Section 51.803 (a)(2)(B); and
(B) Sections 51.803(c)(2) and 51.803(d).
Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 2, eff. June
15, 2007.
Sec. 51.8045. GRADUATES OF CERTAIN SPECIAL HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS.
(a) For purposes of Sections 51.803 and 51.804 only, the governing body
of a school district may treat a high school magnet program, academy, or
other special program conducted by the school district at a high school
attended by high school students who are not students of the special
program as an independent high school with its own graduating class
separate from the graduating class of other students attending the high
school if:
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(1)
school year;

the special program was in operation in the 2000-2001

(2) the students of the special program are recruited,
selected, or admitted from among the students residing in the attendance
zones of not fewer than 10 regular high schools in the district, including
the high school at which the special program is conducted;
(3) the students of the special program are selected or
admitted independently of and identified as a student body separate from
the other students of the high school;
(4) the students of the special program constitute not less
than 35 percent of the total number of students in the graduating class at
the high school at which the special program is conducted;
(5)

the students of the special program have a curriculum

different from that of the other students of the high school, even if
students of the special program and other students of the high school
attend some of the same classes;and
(6) a student graduating from the special program receives a
high school diploma that includes a reference to the special program in
describing the high school from which the student graduated.
(b) This section does not apply to the manner in which the members
of a graduating class of the high school as a whole, including graduates
of the special program, are ranked by grade point average for purposes
other than admissions under Sections 51.803 and 51.804.
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1024, Sec. 1, eff. June 15, 2001.
Sec. 51.805. OTHER ADMISSIONS. (a) A graduating student who does
not qualify for admission under Section 51.803 or 51.804 may apply to any
general academic teaching institution if the student:
(1) successfully completed:
(A) at a public high school, the curriculum requirements
established under Section 28.025 for the foundation high school program;
or
(B) at a high school to which Section 28.025 does not
apply, a curriculum that is equivalent in content and rigor to the
foundation high school program; or
(2) satisfied ACT's College Readiness Benchmarks on the ACT
assessment applicable to the applicant or earned on the SAT assessment a
score of at least 1,500 out of 2,400 or the equivalent.
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(b) The general academic teaching institution, after admitting
students under Sections 51.803 and 51.804, shall admit other applicants
for admission as undergraduate students. It is the intent of the
legislature that all institutions of higher education pursue academic
excellence by considering students' academic achievements in decisions
related to admissions. Because of changing demographic trends, diversity,
and population increases in the state, each general academic teaching
institution shall also consider all of, any of, or a combination of the
following socioeconomic indicators or factors in making first-time
freshman admissions decisions:
(1) the applicant's academic record;
(2) the socioeconomic background of the applicant, including
the percentage by which the applicant's family is above or below any
recognized measure of poverty, the applicant's household income, and the
applicant's parents' level of education;
(3) whether the applicant would be the first generation of the
applicant's family to attend or graduate from an institution of higher
education;
(4) whether the applicant has bilingual proficiency;
(5) the financial status of the applicant's school district;
(6) the performance level of the applicant's school as
determined by the school accountability criteria used by the Texas
Education Agency;
(7) the applicant's responsibilities while attending school,
including whether the applicant has been employed, whether the applicant
has helped to raise children, or other similar factors;
(8) the applicant's region of residence;
(9) whether the applicant is a resident of a rural or urban
area or a resident of a central city or suburban area in the state;
(10) the applicant's performance on standardized tests;
(11) the applicant's performance on standardized tests in
comparison with that of other students from similar socioeconomic
backgrounds;
(12) whether the applicant attended any school while the school
was under a court-ordered desegregation plan;
(13) the applicant's involvement in community activities;
(14) the applicant's extracurricular activities;
(15) the applicant's commitment to a particular field of study;
(16) the applicant's personal interview;
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(17) the applicant's admission to a comparable accredited outof-state institution; and
(18) any other consideration the institution considers
necessary to accomplish the institution's stated mission.
(c) A general academic teaching institution may review other factors
in making an admissions decision.
(d) Not later than one year before the date that applications for
admission are first considered under this section, each general academic
teaching institution shall publish in the institution's catalog a
description of the factors considered by the institution in making
admission decisions and shall make the information available to the
public.
(e)

This section does not apply to an institution that has an open

enrollment policy, except that a student may apply to a general academic
teaching institution that has an open enrollment policy only if the
student satisfies the requirements described by Subsection (a).
(f) This section does not apply to Lamar State College--Orange or
Lamar State College--Port Arthur as long as those institutions operate as
two-year lower-division institutions of higher education.
(g) The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and the
commissioner of education shall jointly adopt rules to establish
eligibility requirements for admission under this section as to curriculum
requirements for high school graduation under Subsection (a)(1) for
students participating in the minimum, recommended, or advanced high
school program so that the admission requirements for those students under
this section are not more stringent than the admission requirements under
this section for students participating in the foundation high school
program.

This subsection expires September 1, 2020.

Added by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 155, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by:
Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 941 (H.B. 3826), Sec. 3, eff. June
15, 2007.
Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 449 (H.B. 2424), Sec. 1, eff. June
19, 2009.
Acts 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., Ch. 211 (H.B. 5), Sec. 65(a), eff. June
10, 2013.
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ENDORSEMENTS AT A GLANCE
2017-2018

BUSINESS AND

ARTS AND HUMANITIES
ENDORSEMENT

A coherent sequence of four credits in CTE; at least two
courses in the same career cluster, including at least one
advanced CTE course, with the final course being selected from
Chapter 130 A-D, F, I, K, M, N, P, or Chapter 127 B or four
English credits from Chapter 110 (B) (i-vi) or four technology
app credits

A coherent sequence of four to five credits from one or two
categories in Fine Arts or Humanities

FINE ARTS











Art
Band
Band and Color Guard
Jazz Band
Choir
Mariachi
Theatre Arts
Technical Theatre
Theatre Productions





















HUMANITIES





Social Studies
English
World Languages

PUBLIC SERVICE ENDORSEMENT
A coherent sequence of four credits in CTE with at least two
courses in the same career cluster, including at least one
advanced CTE course, with the final course being selected from
Chapter 130 E, G-H, J, L, or Chapter 127 B











Cosmetology
JROTC
Law Enforcement
Fire Fighter
Teaching
Medical Administrative Assistant
EMT
Nursing
Pharmacy

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
ENDORSEMENT
Four advanced courses within one endorsement
area or among endorsement areas not in a coherent
sequence

STEM
(must include Algebra II, Chemistry, and Physics)

A coherent sequence of courses for four or more credits in CTE
with at least two courses in the same career cluster, including at
least one advanced CTE course, with the final course being
selected from
Chapter 130 O or Chapter 127 B






Engineering
Computer Science
Math
Science

Animation
Audio/Video Production
Commercial Photography
Graphic Design
Culinary Arts
Architectural Design
Construction Technology
Business Administration
Business Technology
Marketing
Agriculture – Animal/Plant
Ag. Science – Welding
Manufacturing
Auto Collision
Auto Technology
Computer Maintenance
Information Technology
Journalism – Yearbook
Journalism - Newspaper





Four advanced courses
Four credits in each of the four foundation subject
areas including English IV and chemistry or physics
Four credits in AP/dual courses in English, math,
science, social studies, economics, languages other
than English or fine arts
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