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CALENDAR
August

17: School board
meeting, 6 p.m.,
Baker City Hall
22: First day back for
teachers
25: Open houses —
3:30-4:30 p.m. at
Brooklyn (Popsicles
with the Principal at
4:30 p.m.); 5 p.m. at
South Baker Intermediate
28: First day back for
students

September
4: Labor Day; no
school
8: School day
18-21: Outdoor
School for sixthgraders
21: School board
meeting, 6 p.m.,
Baker City Hall
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Please "like" Baker
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'This is how we do summer'
Summer Academy featured field trips, science, art, math,
reading and exercise for more than 150 students

T

here's never a dull
moment around
Summer Academy,
whether it's the excited chatter of students just returning
from a field trip, or shrieks
of joy while running through
the sprinkler to cool off after
a session of kick boxing.
"Lots of smiles, lots of
excitement around here,"
said Jason Todd, Summer
Academy facilitator.
Building on the 2016 pilot
program, this year's Summer Academy had a goal
of reaching even more kids
— and enrollment is nearly
double.
Out of 186 registered
youth, Summer Academy
attendance is between 140 to
160 every day.
Last year the average was
80 to 100 each session.
"We're quite a bit larger
than last year," Jason said.
Summer Academy serves
kids who are entering first
grade up to those going into
seventh grade. Of the eight
classes, all but one were
blended (such as grades 2/3
and 4/5).
The session ran from the
end of June through the first
week in August, with classes
held Tuesdays, Wednesdays

Incoming first-graders take turns at a ring toss during Summer Academy. Each day, students
rotated through classroom time and a variety of activities and field trips.

and Thursdays.
Each day saw a full schedule with morning field trips,
academic time, P.E., reading
time and STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
math) activities provided
by Megan Pelcha from the
Baker Family YMCA.
"She just walks in and it's
'Ahhh! Megan's here!'" Jason
said.
A number of community
partners provided lessons
See Page 3

Every day included some type of STEM activity to incorporate
science, technology, engineering and math.
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Great maintenance
crew at BMS

I

would love give a special shoutout to Terry Everson and Renae
Scott, the maintenance crew at
Baker Middle School. Working with
the desires of a new administrator isn't
always easy, but I am so grateful for
their hard work and dedication to our
school!
Lots of cosmetics, staff changes,
room reorganization, and much more
have been met with smiles, a positive
work ethic, and a passion to make our
school a welcoming place for both
staff and students. I'm really looking
forward to the future here at Baker
Middle School!!
Skye Flanagan, principal,
Baker Middle School

Shout Outs
Submissions welcome!
We welcome “Shout Out” submissions from teachers,
parents, community members - anyone who wants to
recognize someone for a job well done.
Submissions can be 100 words or less, and include a
photograph if available. Email entries to shout.out@
bakersd.org.

Dedicated to the
Summer Academy

J

ason Todd embraced the challenge of organizing and directing Summer Academy with a
positive attitude and great determination. He has worked diligently to provide staff and students the resources to
experience the program with success.
His work ethic and dedication to the
program is commendable!
Nanette Lehman, principal,
South Baker

Summer lunch staff
is a great team

I

would like to give a big shout
out to the Summer Lunch Program staff which includes Linda
Ruby, Kimberlee Tran, Jennifer Glerup, Daisy Walden and John Owen.
There is much coordination, hard
work and multi-tasking that goes in
to preparing, delivering and serving meals each day to as many as six
locations and over 300 meals. They
all started the season as new to the
program and I am so impressed with
how quickly they not only learned
the operations but have taken pride in
what they are doing. They have become such a great team, learning how

The Baker School District provide a free lunch for ages 18 and younger
throughout the summer at two locations in Baker City, and one in Haines.

to help one another and the program
succeed has been an amazing process
to watch and be a part of.
Continuing the efforts of making good nutrition accessible to the
children in our community is so
important, and it wouldn’t be possible
without people like you. Thank you so
much!
Jessica Dalton,
nutrition director

Maintenance crews
are hard workers

B

aker 5J maintenance and
custodial crews are some of
the hardest working people
I know. They spend their summer
fulfilling the many "wish lists" of

staff and preparing our buildings
for students to return. The floors are
sparkling, the walls are washed, the
grounds are groomed, the year-long
wear and tear is addressed.
Their commitment to providing the
best learning environment for Baker
5J students is appreciated and not an
easy task. Thanks to Dan Srack and
his team for all they do.
Nanette Lehman, principal,
South Baker

He always asks 'Do
you need anything?'

O

scar Davies is the best!
South Baker Intermediate
appreciates his work ethic
and effort. His pleasant attitude and

desire to meet the needs of all students
and staff is amazing. His famous line
is "do you need anything?" Oscar does
whatever he can to make South Baker
a great place for all.
Nanette Lehman, principal,
South Baker

Shout outs to staff
of Summer Academy

S

haron Paine has worked hard
this summer to provide her
students with a safe and predictable atmosphere. Her extra caring nature shows in the smiles on her
students' faces. She had several kiddos
who had very rough kindergarten
years, and have come into her Summer Academy classroom and have
thrived. She is always willing to help,
and cares deeply about the success of
her students.
I would also like to put a shout out
there for all of the teachers, paraprofessionals, and teaching assistants
who have all worked so diligently this
summer to provide a fun, interactive,
engaging and just plain exciting atmosphere for students to come and spend
their summer learning and having a
blast while here.
Michelle Coley and Kelsey Cole
have been super flexible this summer
and have saved Summer Academy
many times over. They were both
hired as paraprofessionals, but we
have swung them into teaching roles
last second many times over this
summer to fill for unexpected teacher
absences. Their flexibility and ability
to step up and just go with it while being enthusiastic is amazing. These two
have truly helped Summer Academy
be successful this summer.
Cathleen Privett has been a great
team player as the ESY director. Her
program has worked pretty seamlessly
with Summer Academy, and she has
helped me greatly to maneuver the
craziness of summer. She is greatly
appreciated, and a great go to person
for help.
Jason Todd,
Summer
Academy facilitator
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throughout the day, including New Directions
Northwest and the OSU
Extension nutrition program. Also, teachers were
provided activity kits from
OSU for outside play.
"They gave us toolkits
that we can 'grab and go,'"
Jason said.
Field trips have taken
students to the Defrees
Ranch near Sumpter,
Powder River Recreation
Area below Mason Dam
and two trips to the Baker
Heritage Museum that
had a different focus each
time.
"A big shout out to Carly
(Annable, museum director). They totally switched
it up. The kids loved it,"
Jason said.
To serve the nearly 200
students, Summer Academy had a staff of 10 teachers, 10 paraprofessionals
and six teacher assistants.
Each class, he said, had
a nearly one-to-one ratio
of Chromebooks to students, which enabled the
kids to work on publishing, a math game called
Prodigy and the math diagnostic program iReady.
Sonny Gulick, who
teaches fourth grade at
South Baker Intermediate
during the regular school
year, introduced the other
staff to the Prodigy game.
"That's an added bonus,"
Jason said.
This year included a bit
more academic time, but
still maintained the feel of
summer camp.
"A little more robust,
with a campy side," Jason
said. "The (schedule) is
chunked in such a way
that they're always moving."
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IN BRIEF
Brooklyn, South
Baker open houses

Movement was built into all days at Summer Academy, and most field trips involved
hiking in the hills near town.

"The incredible work
of our partners and staff
is making a fundamental
difference in the lives of
students creating a love
of learning and developing skills that build the
academic foundations that
will lead to high school
graduation," said Mark
Witty, superintendent.

Reminder about
district's websites

Funding, partners

Summer Academy is
mainly funded by these
grants:
• $15,000 — Leo Adler
Community Foundation
• $30,000 Umpqua Impact Grant (part of a threeyear grant for a total of
$90,000)
• $20,000 — Oregon
Community Foundation
• Three-year grant from
the Ford Family Foundation
for $75,000 ($30,000 first
year, $25,000 second and
$20,000 third).
Community partners for
Summer Academy included
Baker County Community
Literacy Coalition, Baker
County YMCA, Baker
County Library, Crossroads

Brooklyn Primary School
and South Baker Intermediate
School will hold open houses
on Friday, Aug. 25.
From 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
students and families will meet
their teachers in classrooms at
Brooklyn, 1350 Washington
Ave. Students may bring school
supplies.
At 4:30 p.m., Brooklyn Principal Phil Anderson will host
"Popsicles with the Principal"
on the school playground.
From 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., students and families can meet
teachers at South Baker Intermediate School, 1285 Third
St. Students may bring school
supplies.

Reggie Anderson, who will be a fourth-grader this fall,
practices kickboxing moves during P.E. at Summer Academy.

Art Center, OSU Extension,
Baker County Museum,
Powder Basin Watershed
Council, Defrees Ranch,

Oregon Department Forestry, Building Healthy
Families and New Directions Northwest.

At the end of last school year,
Baker School District launched
a new website for the district office, as well as each school.
Many schools also have Facebook pages.
Here are the new sites:
• Baker School District:
www.baker5j.org
• Baker High School:
bhs.baker5j.org
• Baker Middle School:
bms.baker5j.org
•South Baker Intermediate:
sbi.baker5j.org
• Brooklyn Primary School:
brooklyn.baker5j.org
• Haines Elementary School:
haines.baker5j.org
• Keating Elementary School:
keating.baker5j.org
• Eagle Cap Innovative High
School: eaglecap.baker5j.org
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The solar eclipse

June Experience for middle schoolers focused on the Aug. 21 eclipse

T

he room is nearly
silent with concentration, then
suddenly comes a sudden
clap-clap-clap-clap.
Tristen Tritt grins, then
moves her clay sun and
moon just a bit before
clapping again in this
process of making a short
movie to illustrate a myth
about the solar eclipse.
Tristen and about 15
others who will be entering grades 7 8 and 9, spent
three weeks learning about
the solar eclipse during a
program called June Experience.
"I knew a little bit from
field day, but not much,"
Tristen, who is heading
into seventh grade, said of
the eclipse.
"I didn't even know
there was going to be an
eclipse," said Abigael Fontenot, who will also be a
seventh-grader this fall.
On Aug. 21, Baker City
will be in the path of a
total solar eclipse, the first
in the area in about 100
years.
Teachers Eric Layton
and Dave Laws used
science, math, art and
language arts in the class
curriculum.
One focus was to explore myths from around
the world about how other
cultures have explained
the phenomenon of a solar
eclipse.
The students chose a
myth, drew a storyboard
to illustrate the story, then

Tristen Tritt creates a short movie using an app called ClapMotion, which takes a photo
every time the user claps. Her movie illustrated a myth about solar eclipses — that the
phenomenon is a fight between the sun and the moon.

“I knew a
little bit from
field day, but
not much.”
Tristen Tritt, about
the solar eclipse
created a movie using an
app called ClapMotion,
which takes a photo every
time the user claps.
Tristen's favorite myth
was one about how a fight
between the sun and moon
caused the eclipse. To tell
the story, she molded the
sun and moon from clay,
then used the ClapMotion app to make a movie,
moving the objects a tiny
bit between each shot. In
the end, the app runs all
shots in quick succession
to create a short, animated
film.

The storyboard Tristen created to illustrate a myth about
the solar eclipse.

June Experience was
funded by a three-year
grant from the Oregon
Community Foundation
($55,000 each year). Chris
Carmiencke, who was
BMS principal before taking a job in Rogue Valley,
said the next two June Experiences (2018 and 2019)
will be designed around a
relevant theme.
The grant enabled the

purchase of supplies for
the program, including
ViewMaster virtual reality
glasses, which can be used
with a cell phone app.
One day of June Experience found the students
wandering around as they
explored space with the
glasses.
"They're learning a ton
of stuff — they just don't
realize it," Chris said.

Class combines
science and math

A

class that was originally
planned as an algebra
readiness course this summer
turned into a science exploration of computer programming
and math.
"It's a mash up," said Zach
Grammon, who taught the
course.
The class was funded by a
grant called STEM Beyond
Schools.
"The whole purpose of the
class was to get kids hands-on
science," he said.
The class started with 15
students, who learned about
LEGO robotics and Arduino,
a micro controller card used in
programming. For example,
according to Zach, Arduino
can be used to program a light
to flash at certain intervals.
Zach, who led the class
throughout July, said the curriculum evolved depending on
the equipment. For example,
the LEGO robotic sets didn't
arrive until nearly two weeks
into the course.
"The stuff we're doing is outside of people's comfort zone,
so they're really captivated,"
Zach said. "The goal was to
get them out of the classroom
as much as possible."
To cap off the program,
students toured two local
businesses. At Marvin Wood
Products, students observed
mathematical applications
involved in production control systems. They also spent
time with engineers at Natural
Structures learning how math
and computers were applied in
that work setting.
"Most of the people who
go far in math end up doing
something in computers,"
Zach said.
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Baker Technical Institute helps students

T

Explore a world of careers

his year saw the first
summer courses offered through Baker
Technical Institute.
The nursing assistant
classes proved very popular.
"We filled one, then filled
a second. And we have a
waiting list for a third," said
Doug Dalton, president of
BTI.
Courses were offered
on the campus of Eastern
Oregon University in La
Grande, and at the BTI campus. The "Women in Trades"
course had a dual approach
— class work to introduce
trade skills combined with
visiting facilities in Union
and Baker counties to see
the trades in action.
An Introduction to Heavy
Equipment course began
in early August, which will
lead to an intense heavy
equipment class later this
year.

According to Dalton,
grants have enabled the
purchase of a trailer that
will allow BTI to transport
the CAT simulators to other
locations around the region.
"It will literally be a mobile classroom," he said.

BTI focus

The focus of BTI is to offer competitive skills and a
way for students to explore
different career opportunities.
"Providing skills that lead
to careers," Dalton said.
Those include soft skills,
such as customer service,
along with technical and
entrepreneurial skills that are
needed for high-wage, highdemand jobs.
"And we're providing an
environment for people to
find their passion and explore careers," Dalton said.
BTI classes are available

A "Women in Trades" course through Baker Technical Institute introduced women to the
skills needed for different trades, and then the students visited facilities in Eastern Oregon to
see those skills in action.

to high school students and
also to adult learners on a
tuition-based schedule.
"Women in Trades" was an
exception — BTI received a
grant from BOLI (Bureau of
Labor and Industries), which
enabled the school to offer
the course for free.
The summer classes have
drawn students from counties across Eastern Oregon.
"For the most part, (students) are within driving
distance to either the EOU
campus or Baker City campus," Dalton said.

Filling a need

Learning about the lumber industry was one aspect of BTI's
"Women in Trades" course.

BTI has developed courses
based upon the need that
regional communities
and businesses have for a
trained, ready and capable
workforce.

"Women in Trades" students learned about the Oregon Department of Transportation during their one-week course.

BTI's classes fill several
niches: high school students
who want to learn the skill;
those who are seeking a
career or advancement; and
also lifelong learners who

are interested in learning a
new skill.
For BTI course offerings,
visit bakerti.org or check the
school's Facebook page.
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Spotlights
Happenings from
around the district

RIGHT: YMCA STEM is always a hit at Summer
Academy. This one is called Fireworks and Lava
Lamp. "A big shout out to Megan Pelcha for coming up with awesome hands on STEM activities
that the students absolutely love," said Jason
Todd, Summer Academy facilitator.

Summer Academy STEM activities are such a big hit that Nanette Lehman,
principal of South Baker Intermediate, just had to check out what all the excitement was about. Here she is pictured with Megan Pelcha in a lesson about
heat, cold and chemical reactions. They made cool foggy smoke bubbles.
Students learn about the water shed and hydrology in partnership with the
Powder Basin Watershed Council and the Oregon Department of Forestry.
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Long-term facilities committee work continues
By Scott Rogers

What does the community of
Baker want their school facilities to look like? How does the
Baker School District 5J ensure
that the current facilities are
best supporting education?
What can be done to provide
the best learning environment
for the kids of Baker?
These are the types of questions occurring during the
district’s Long Range Facility Planning (LRFP) process,
with an opportunity for open,
inclusive conversations about
the district’s facilities.
I am a Senior Project Manager with the Wenaha Group
based in Pendleton, and I’ve
been assisting the district
through this process. The
district received two grants
from the Oregon Department
of Education’s (ODE) Office of
School Facilities for both a Facilities Assessment and a Long

Range Facility Plan, with the
intention being to evaluate and
identify facility needs, as well
as how the buildings are functioning for student learning.
There has been a lot of work
to date, from January 2016
through this fall, with the intent
being a formal summary of
findings and recommendations
to the district’s board of directors. I’d like to offer a quick
overview of the work that the
district and community members have had or are having:
Creation of a Facilities
Master Planning (FMP)
Committee: In January 2016,
the FMP Committee was
established and met monthly
at various district facilities.
The group of approximately 10
committee members consisted
of district administration, staff
and community members. The
FMP Committee’s intent was
to review the district’s instructional facilities, request objec-

tive supporting data through a
Facilities Assessment process,
and make a recommendation to
the board of directors on how
best to proceed after review
of the Facilities Assessment
process was completed.
Facilities Assessment: In
June 2016, the district went
through a comprehensive assessment of all instructional
facilities (inclusive of the
Baker High School sports complex). This process included
Wenaha Group, LKV Architects of Boise, several LKV
sub-consultants (including a
mechanical engineer, electrical
engineer, and structural engineer) and a regional general
contractor. The report identifying various needs across
the district’s instructional
facilities was reviewed by the
FMP Committee, which then
presented the final report to the
board in November 2016.
Long Range Facilities Plan

(LRFP) Committee: Based
upon the recommendation of
the FMP Committee, Baker
5J’s board requested that the
district proceed with a Long
Range Facilities Planning process. Starting in March 2017,
the LRFP Committee was
created, consisting of approximately two dozen community
members/key stakeholders and
district staff. The objective is to
review the findings of the FMP
Committee, and then start discussing “what next?” – review
the objective FMP report, but
then build upon that and start
focusing on some of the more
“subjective” elements (i.e.
what could be?). The district is
in the middle of this process,
with five meetings completed
to date and the next scheduled
for Sept. 5.
As an objective third party,
I relish the opportunity to
participate in such an intimate,
community-centric process. It

is exciting to see committee
members speak openly about
their support of education and
passion for the Baker community, and how to ensure kids are
getting the best instruction possible. It is also refreshing to see
a district with no foregone conclusions – the administration
and board have been very firm
with the notion that the process
and the committee members
will arrive at the conclusion on
how to best address the educational needs for the district.
Finally, the District is committed to ensuring that this
process is transparent and
inclusive — if you have questions, comments or requests for
additional information, call the
district at 541-524-2260.
To review information provided to date, review the district’s page about the process at
http://www.baker5j.org/apps/
pages/LRFMP.

Learning the ropes at Kindergarten Camp
E

ighteen youngsters got
an introduction to school
this summer with the first-ever
Kindergarten Camp, led by
Melissa Garner and Kris Borgen. Kaitlyn Johnson was the
student assistant.
The program was a partnership between Baker School
District and Head Start. The
goal was to spend six weeks,
from the end of June through
the first week of August, to
help the incoming kindergartners get accustomed to Brooklyn, where they will be attending full-day classes this fall.
During the school year,
Melissa teaches Developmental
Kindergarten at Brooklyn Primary. Students in Developmental K begin with a shortened
day which is gradually length-

Moira Reeves, who will be
in kindergarten this fall, had
the chance to try fishing at
the Highway 203 pond near
Baker City during Kindergarten Camp at Brooklyn
Primary. Poles and tackle
were borrowed from the
Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife.

ened through the year.
The goal with Kindergarten
Camp was to give kids a boost
so they could go directly into a
full day.

"Most of them, because of
this, are going to make it. It's
made a difference," Melissa
said.
Kris Borgen, who teaches at

Head Start during the school
year, said invitations for Kindergarten Camp were sent to
select students from each of the

preschool's four classes, as well
as children who attended other
preschools.
"The goal is that these kids
won't need a shortened day,"
Kris said. "It serves a large
group of kids who just need a
bit more."
Kindergarten Camp was held
Tuesdays through Thursdays
from 8:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at
Brooklyn.
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Answer to win...
Send in answers to the following questions by August 20 to be
entered in a drawing for a
$30 gift certificate to Barley
Brown’s!
1. What days of the week did
Summer Academy meet?
2. What topic was studied at
June Experience?
3. What math game did students
play at Summer Academy?
4. What summer class at Baker
Technical Institute introduced
women to different careers?
5. How many Chinese students
visited Baker?
Send your answers to https://
goo.gl/SjZsX8 for a chance to
win.
Also, if you’d like an electronic
version of this publication,
please let us know that, too.
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From China to Baker City

A

group from
China's Shiquan
Senior High
School spent two weeks
experiencing life in Eastern
Oregon this July.
"Everything's brand
new," said Yin Zengxiang
(she goes by Jennifer),
who has taught English for
17 years.
Their schedule was jampacked: they toured local
museums, took a jet boat
tour in Hells Canyon, rode
the Sumpter Valley Railroad, explored the Sumpter
Dredge, and hiked at Anthony Lake. A few longer
trips found them shopping at the Boise Mall and
spending a day at Roaring
Springs water park.
"This is a very precious
time — we want to take
advantage of the opportunity," Jennifer said.
The 12 students and two
professors arrived July 15
and stayed with host families through July 29.
Several of the days began
in the classroom for English lessons.
Mr. Hou Gang, who
teaches math at Shiquan,
also traveled to Baker City
with the group.
"I teach math, so speak
English bad," he said with
a grin.
Jennifer helped with
translating during the trip,
along with David Laws,
who teaches English at
Baker High School and
has a master's degree in
Chinese language and
literature from Stanford
University.
The Chinese visitors came from a city of

During their two-week stay in Baker City, students from Shiquan Senior High School in
China spent a bit of time in the classroom to work on English skills.

180,000 where life differs a
bit from Baker City.
For one, Jennifer said the
crime rate in their city is
much higher.
"We lock doors whenever we leave — here, people
can just come in. Very
strange for us," she said.
"Baker City is safe and
clean," Hou said.
He also noticed the abundant wildlife.
"Elk, deer, eagle, hawk,
rabbit," he said. "I'm
lucky."
Back home, he said they
have a few birds, and wild
pigs.
For this trip, Hou described three main goals.
First, "to let students
broaden their horizons
and experience a different
culture," he said.
Another focus was to
improve the students'
English skills, especially
the spoken language "to set

Rock climbing at Eastern Oregon University was just one
of the many adventures planned for the Chinese students.

solid foundations for their
studies abroad."
The third focus was to go
sight seeing.
"I think after the trip, students will get more interested in English learning,"
Jennifer said.
Of their adventures, she
said the Hells Canyon jet
boat ride was a highlight
— and as she tells the

story, Hou scrolls through
his photos to show a mama
bear and her two cubs they
saw from the boat.
This summer's visit
is part of an exchange
program between Baker
School District and Shiquan. Next spring break, a
group of Baker High students will head to Shiquan
to experience China.

