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The Foundation for Hispanic Education: Mission and Vision

Mission of the Foundation for Hispanic Education
The mission of the Foundation for Hispanic Education is to provide leadership in the education of
English Language Learners (ELL) and the development of specialized training programs for
teachers of English Language Learners by:




Supporting existing programs to ensure continued achievement.
Creating and supporting teacher training programs specifically directed at
underachieving ELL students.
Providing Information and direction in attaining sufficient financial aid to support postsecondary education admission and retention.

Vision of the Foundation for Hispanic Education
The Foundation for Hispanic Education envisions a world in which all English Language Learner
students are provided with the opportunity to learn in an environment that addresses their
educational needs, supports cultural awareness, emphasizes their abilities and provides them with
a path to success.
Committed to its mission to identify, understand, and address the Latino education achievement
gap through innovation and collaboration, the Foundation continually funds and provides resources
to local and national initiatives undertaking educational issues facing minorities in innovative ways.
Serving the East San Jose community for over 30 years, the Foundation currently operates the
Center for Latino Education and Innovation, and three charter high schools: Latino College
Preparatory Academy, Luis Valdez Leadership Academy, and Roberto Cruz Leadership Academy.
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Luis Valdez Leadership Academy: Mission

The mission of the Luis Valdez Leadership Academy (LVLA)is to provide a rigorous academic
program designed to instill a lifelong passion for learning and to equip students with the skills for
social and academic success at community colleges and four-year universities. Through an
emphasis on visual and performing arts, digital media and culturally sustaining pedagogy, LVLA will
graduate empowered young adults who are poised, confident, and articulate leaders. Through a
focus on the Spanish language, for both native speakers and Spanish language learners, LVLA
students will use their education, bi-literacy and life experiences to create positive changes in their
own lives, in their own families and within their communities. Through leadership, responsibility and
resilience, LVLA graduates will make a positive impact on the East San Jose community and beyond.
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How to Read the LVLA Course Catalog

Grade
Eligible
for
Enrollme
nt

Length
of
S=
Semester

COURSE TITLE
Grades 9-12

Units of
Credit
Toward
Graduation

CRS #
Y

10 Credits

Meets subject area
requirement

HS Graduation
UC Requirement

Fulfills UC
Requirement

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Fulfills CSU
Requirement

Course Types
CP
H
AP
NCP
N

College Prep
Honors
Advanced Placement
Non-college Prep
Non-academic

************************************************************************************************
*****

*

Course Descriptions: History
(a-g requirement area: a)

The University of California requires 2 years of history/social science to satisfy a-g requirement
area a. These requirements include:
- One year of world history, cultures and geography (may be a single yearlong course or two
one- semester courses), and
- One year of U.S. history or one-half year of U.S. history and one half year of civics or
American government.

WORLD HISTORY
Grade 10
HS Graduation
UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

CRS # 2711
Y
10 Credits
History/Social Science
a
Yes
None
CP

Prerequisites:

-

B in Mexican-American History

OR

This course will focus on the trajectory (path) of
democracy through the ages. Students will
attempt to examine history from multiple different
perspectives in order to come to an
understanding of truth.

The purpose of the course will be to critically
analyze different cultures, societies, leaders, and
nations, to better understand how Democracy, as
it is commonly known, came about. Students will
also seek to question accepted facts, as well as
traditional heroes. Students will take a closer look
at America’s role in the international community
and how it has dramatically impacted world
history. Outside of history, students will also learn
how to become articulate and competent writers.
Additionally, students will focus on building our
vocabulary, specifically when it comes to
developing academic language.

-

Content-area Teacher Recommendation

The purpose of the course will be to critically
analyze different cultures, societies, leaders, and
nations, in order to better understand how the
world people inhabit today actually came about.
Students will also seek to question accepted facts,
as well as traditional heroes. While Western
Civilization is a focus of the course, students will
break out of that traditional mold and study
multiple different cultures and patterns of
interaction.
The most important goals for the class will be
the development of critical thinking skills,
becoming competent writers, as well as
growing academically literate by reading
challenging texts.
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Students will analyze and synthesize differing
and complicated points of view. The student’s
ability to write in an intelligent and precise
manner will be pushed to the limit, and then
some. A good portion of class time each week will
be devoted to preparing for the AP Exam, and the

AP WORLD HISTORY
Grade 10
HS Graduation

test’s related essays. Students can expect to have
an increased workload both inside and outside the
classroom. At times, students will be required to
perform extended reading assignments over the
weekends in order to prepare for the next week.
The level of questions students will attempt to
answer and the reading materials for the AP course
will be at a college level.

CRS # 2721
Y
10 Credits
History/Social Science

UC Requirement

A

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP
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US HISTORY
Grade 11
HS Graduation
UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

CRS # 2709
Y
10 Credits
History/Social Science
a
Yes
None
CP

This class concentrates on the history of the
United States from the end of the Civil War (1865)
to the present. Students will refresh their
knowledge of the nation’s beginnings, growth and
changes to 1900. Students will then be introduced
to the movements and events that have shaped
and changed America and its landscape during
the 20th century. Through this students will better
understand the political, economic, cultural and
social aspects of the United States.

AP US HISTORY
Grade 11
HS Graduation

CRS # 2720
Y
10 Credits
History/Social Science

UC Requirement

A

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP

Prerequisites:

-

B or above in World History or AP World
History
OR

-

Content-area Teacher Recommendation

This course provides a general overview of the
history of the United States. In chronological order,
students will explore America’s past, examining the
cultural, political, geographical, economical and
technological changes that have taken place and
have helped to shape us and guide us as a nation
today. Topics will include issues relating to the
discovery of the New World through the
Reconstruction period, focusing on constitutional
issues, the Civil War, industrialization, and
immigration
Additional emphasis placed on college preparatory
activities and exercises as identified by the College
Board AP U.S. HISTORY course description: "The
AP program in United States History is designed to
provide students with the analytical skills and
enduring understandings necessary to deal
critically with the problems and materials in United
States history. The program prepares students for
intermediate and advanced college courses by
making demands upon them equivalent to those.
made by full-year introductory college courses.
Students should learn to assess historical materials
their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their
reliability, and their importance—and to weigh the
evidence and interpretations presented in historical
scholarship. An AP United States History course
should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive
at conclusions on the basis of an informed
judgment and to present reasons and evidence
clearly and persuasively in an essay format

US GOVERNMENT
Grade 12
HS Graduation

CRS # 2703
S
5 Credits
History/Social Science

UC Requirement

a

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Students will discuss the foundations of the
U.S. government, how laws are made, important
court cases and decisions that have impacted our
society. Students will also discuss what is
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happening now in American government to be
able to understand the world around them. This
course should be viewed as the culmination of
the civic literacy strand that prepares students to
vote, to reflect on the responsibilities of
citizenship, and to participate in community
activities.

CRS #2773

AP US GOVERNMENT
Grade 12

S

5 Credits

HS Graduation

History/Social Science

UC Requirement

a

CSU Requirement

Yes

Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

See Below
AP

Prerequisites:

-

B or above in U.S. History or AP U.S. History
OR

-

Content-area Teacher Recommendation
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This class will educate students on the formation,
implementation and development of government and
politics in the United States as outlined by the
guidelines of the AP College Board program. The
class will offer students the opportunity to
understand the social, economic and political climate
of the 13 colonies in order to understand why they
declared independence from England, how the
articles of confederation developed into the US
constitution, who played a major role its
underpinnings and which ideologies helped form the
structure of it. This course will also engage students
in relating how Americans form public opinions on
certain political and ideological beliefs which in turn
result in the formation or decimation of certain values
or statutes. Included in this will be a thorough
evaluation of the duties and responsibilities that fall
within the spectrum of a person living within the
United States such as voting, serving on a jury and
paying taxes. The class will then engage students in
an in-depth analysis of political parties, interest
groups and mass media systems that have existed
throughout different eras within this country’s history.
The three branches of government as well as the
system of checks and balances will be covered in
order to allow students to be able to distinguish each
branch, their role and the powers bestowed upon
them. Students will engage in learning about the civil
rights and civil liberties granted to or stripped from
U.S. citizens, residents, undocumented residents,
people of color and minorities in order to understand
the differing views of civil rights and civil liberties.
Lastly, students will be able to approach foreign and
domestic policies through an analytical, moral and
ethical lens so as to have a holistic understanding of
the interests of the United States.
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Course Descriptions: English
(a-g requirement area: b)

The University of California requires 4 years of college-preparatory English that
include frequent writing, from brainstorming to final paper, as well as reading of classic
and modern literature to satisfy the a-g area b requirement for English. No more than
one year of ESL-type courses can be used to meet this requirement.

ENGLISH 9
Grade 9
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2130
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Projects, writings, and discussions in this course will
emphasize critical thinking skills.
ENGLISH 10
Grade 10
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2131
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

The literary study in this class will focus on the
characteristics of various genres, specifically fiction
and nonfiction, short stories, types of nonfiction,
poetry, drama, and the novel with the following
overarching themes: “Can truth change?,” “Is
conflict necessary?,” “Is knowledge the same as
understanding?,” “How does communication
change us?”, “Do our differences define us?,” and
“Do heroes have responsibilities?”

A comprehensive study of grammar and
composition principles, as well as extensive
vocabulary development, is also a part of the
English I curriculum. Written both in class and at
home, essay categories will include: a narrative
biography, a cause-and-effect, a problem solution,
a creative short story, and a descriptive essay. All
essays will require students to respond to literature
persuasively, analytically, and critically. Additional
writing projects will include a research paper, a
business letter, an advertisement, and a poem(s).
Creative projects to supplement the essays will be
sprinkled throughout the year along with various
oral presentations. Oral presentations will be
emphasized through project presentations, class
discussions, and improvisational theater games.
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The literary study in this class will focus on the
characteristics of various genres, specifically
short story, poetry, nonfiction, drama, and novel
with the overarching theme of Tolerance &
Diversity.

used to encourage higher level thinking skills deals
with analysis and understanding of various literary
devices. Non-fiction text will be used to enhance the
learning experience; students will pay close attention
in particular to speeches within a particular time
period. Establishing a mature style and voice will be
the focus in writing.

A comprehensive study of grammar and
composition principles, as well as extensive
vocabulary development, is also a part of the
English II curriculum. Essays, written both in
class and at home, are generally expository in
nature, requiring students to respond to literature
persuasively, analytically, and critically. Creative
projects will also be offered throughout the year.
Oral expression is emphasized through public
speaking seminars, and class discussion.
Projects, writings, and discussions in this course
will emphasize critical thinking skills.

ENGLISH 10 HONORS
Grade 10
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2140
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
H

Prerequisites:

-

B or above English 9
OR

-

Content-area Teacher Recommendation

Honors English 10 is designed for students who
plan to enter college and who desire a more
challenging curriculum. It emphasizes reading
strategies for students to know how a variety of
literary works, themes, and cultural archetypes
define literature. The Literature is organized to
correspond with historical time periods and will be
*****************************************************************************************************
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ENGLISH 11
Grade 11
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2132
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

The literary study in this class will focus on the
characteristics of various genres, specifically short
stories, poetry, journalism, and novels with the
overarching theme of the importance of an
educated populace.

A comprehensive study of composition principles,
as well as extensive vocabulary development, is
also a part of the American Literature curriculum.
Essays, written both in class and at home, require
students to respond to literature persuasively,
analytically, and critically.
Creative projects will also be offered throughout the
year. Oral expression is emphasized through public
speaking seminars, and class discussion. Projects,
writings, and discussions in this course will
emphasize critical thinking skills.

AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Grade 11
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2170
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
AP

In this class, students will develop the knowledge and
skills you need to succeed on the AP English
Language and Composition exam. This will include
exposure to various kinds of academic thinking and
writing, the three most prominent being rhetorical
analysis, argument, and synthesis. They will also
explore literary analysis and personal narrative in
independent units toward the end of each semester.
Students will hone your critical thinking skills,

becoming increasingly adept at spotting and critiquing
fallacious reasoning. They will develop a habit of
skepticism, moving further and further away from the
tendency to buy into ideas at first glance.

ENGLISH 12
Grade 12
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2133
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

This course is designed to further improve
student’s communication skills, while meeting state
standards. Exercises and assignments will
emphasize improvement in reading comprehension
and writing skills as well as speaking, listening,
critical thinking and presentation skills. Reading
material will include selected novels, short stories,
poems, essays and other text.
Individualized writing instruction, reading practice
and vocabulary-building activities will be included
on an as needed basis. Students will be expected
to complete various thematic projects.

ENGLISH 12 HONORS
Grade 12
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2133H
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
H

Honors English is a rigorous course with the goal of
holistically equipping students with essential
literacy skills for lifelong learning. Additionally, this
English course intends to build upon the Common
Core Standards covered by the previous school
year, with an additional push for ready students,
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and ultimately build college, career, and citizenship
readiness. With frequent writing and reading
opportunities, as well as speaking and listening,
students will evaluate the effect of important literary
works on our society, both for author's craft/literary
elements as well as broader thematic significance.
They will develop an effective use of rhetoric,
showing command of logical organization, a variety

of sentence structures, and an expanded
vocabulary; use illustrative details and carefully
selected textual evidence to support their written
arguments; consistently display nuanced, insightful,
creative, critical thinking; extensively develop
analysis of texts that directly address prompts,
guided by strongly crafted and appropriately
focused thesis statements.

Prerequisites:

-

B or above in English 11 or AP English Language.
OR

-

Content-area Teacher Recommendation
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE

Grade 12
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2171
10 Credits
English

UC Requirement

b

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See Below
AP

This AP English Literature course is designed to
teach beginning-college writing through the
fundamentals of rhetorical theory. It follows the
curricular requirements described in the AP
English Course Description. We will talk
essentially every day about some vital aspect of
writing, including invention and the rhetorical
appeals (ethos, pathos, logos), disposition or
structure, and style (diction, syntax, figurative
language, mechanics). [SC11, SC12 & SC13] But
I want you to think of this class as a workshop, not
a rhetoric manual — a place where you will test
certain kinds of writing and attempt to recover
your own recollections as part of larger cultural
experiences that eventually become a people’s
“history” (i.e., a people’s collective account of
itself through its literature). The kinds of writings in
this course are varied but include writing to
understand, writing to explain, and writing to
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evaluate. All critical writing asks that you evaluate
the effectiveness of a literary piece, but to be an
effective evaluator, one must understand and
explain. The essence of scholarship is the
combination of these three approaches to writing.
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Course Descriptions: Mathematics
(a-g requirement area: c)
The University of California requires 3 years and recommends 4 years of collegepreparatory mathematics to satisfy the a-g area b requirement. These courses include the
topics covered in elementary and advanced algebra and two- and three- dimensional
geometry. Approved integrated math courses may be used to fulfill part or this entire
requirement, as may math courses taken in the seventh and eighth grades if the high
school accepts them as equivalent to its own courses.
MATH I

Grade 9
HS Graduation

CRS # 2425
Y
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

The first course of Core-Plus Mathematics is one
of three courses that is intended to provide a
broad lens of integrated mathematics aligned with
CCSS. Every year students will develop their
understanding of interwoven strands of algebra
and functions, statistics and probability, geometry
and trigonometry and discrete mathematics. This
curriculum provides a problem-based emphasis of
mathematical modeling including data collections,
representations, interpretations, predictions and
simulations.

MATH II

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation

CRS # 2426
Y
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
CP

Prerequisite:

-

Successful completion of Algebra I with a C- or better.
For 9th grade: Transcripts from Middle School or
Math Teacher Recommendation

The second course of Core-Plus Mathematics is the
second of three courses that is intended to provide a
broad lens of integrated mathematics aligned with
CCSS. Every year students will develop their
understanding of interwoven strands of algebra and
functions, statistics and probability, geometry
and trigonometry and discrete mathematics. This
curriculum provides a problem-based emphasis of
mathematical modeling including data collections,
representations, interpretations, predictions and
simulations.

MATH III

Grade 10-12
HS Graduation

CRS # 2427
Y
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
CP

Prerequisite:

In the third course of the Core-Plus Mathematics
sequence, students will continue to advance in their
understanding of mathematics along interwoven
strands of algebra and functions, statistics and
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probability, geometry, trigonometry and discrete
mathematics. All of these strands are connected by
the mathematical practices, common topics and
mathematical habits of mind. This year students will
develop mastery of the multiple strands and develop
a connected understanding of mathematics to their
surroundings.

PRE-CALCULUS

Grade 10-12
HS Graduation

CRS #2414
Y
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
CP

Students will develop and use the Mathematical
Practices for AP Calculus along with the Common
Core Mathematical Practices to demonstrate
understanding of AP Calculus AB concepts listed
under course outline through Presentations,
Assessments and Projects.
AP Calculus AB is structured around three big
ideas: limits, derivatives, and integrals and the
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. The concept of
limits is foundational, leading to the development of
more advanced tools and concepts that prepare you
to grasp the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, a
central idea of AP Calculus

Prerequisite:

In Pre-Calculus students will continue to advance
their understanding of mathematics along interwoven
strands of Algebra, Functions, Discrete Mathematics,
Statistics, Probability, Trigonometry, and Geometry.
All of these practices are connected by the
mathematical practices, common topics and
mathematical habits of mind. This year students will
develop mastery of the multiple strands and develop
a connected understanding of mathematics to their
understandings.

AP CALCULUS AB

Grade 11-12
HS Graduation

Y

CRS #2480
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP

Prerequisite:

-

XXX
XXX
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AP STATISTICS

Grade 11-12

HS Graduation

Y

CRS #2483
10 Credits
Mathematics

UC Requirement

c

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP

-

-

Prerequisite:

In the AP Statistics course, students will:

-

-

Make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them by explaining to themselves the
meaning of a problem and look for entry points to
its solution.
Reason abstractly and quantitatively by analyzing
a given a situation, representing it symbolically
and manipulating the representing symbols.

-

Model with mathematics by applying the
mathematics they know to solve problems arising
in everyday life, society, and the workplace.
Look for and make use of structure by
recognizing patterns of structure.
Construct viable arguments and critique the
reasoning of others by using inductive reasoning
to create an argument and distinguish correct
logic or reasoning from that which is flawed.
Attend to precision where students calculate
accurately, using appropriate units such as
degrees, cm, in2, ft3, etc. and/or draw a diagram
and label appropriately.
Look for and express regularity in repeated
reasoning by noticing if calculations are repeated
and by looking both for general methods and
shortcuts
Use appropriate tools strategically by considering
the available tools when solving a mathematical
problem. These tools might include pencil and
paper, concrete models, a ruler, a protractor, a
calculator, a spreadsheet, a computer algebra
system, a statistical package, or dynamic
geometry software.
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Course Descriptions: Laboratory Science
(a-g requirement area: d)

The University of California requires two years and recommends three years of laboratory science to satisfy the
a-g area d requirement providing fundamental knowledge in two of the following subject areas: biology,
chemistry and physics. Advanced placement (AP) courses in science are taught as second-year subject courses
and are recommended for students who have successfully completed the first- year honors level course.

BIOLOGY

Grade 9
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2603
10 Credits
Science

UC Requirement

d

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Students will embark on a journey into the
fundamentals of biological science. Biology is a
rigorous and demanding course, which is the
equivalent of an introductory college biology
course. Content will be covered in more depth and
greater expectations will be placed on
interpretation and analysis of information than
previous biology courses. In addition, statistical
analysis of data and modeling of concepts will be
expected. A significant amount of studying must be
completed at home to allow time for discussion,
labs, and inquiry during class time. The course is
structured to allow for more class time for labs and
discussions. This entails the following subdivisions:
biochemistry, cellular biology, genetics, ecology,
evolution, and physiology.

FORENSICS

Grade 10
HS Graduation
UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):

Y

CRS # 2115
10 Credits
2115
Science
d

Course Type

CP

Forensic Science uses both current science content
and laboratory techniques and applies them in the
context of solving crimes. This course will examine the
biological, chemical, and physical science concepts
behind modern methods used in crime laboratories
through the use of professional laboratory equipment
and techniques. It will build on previously studied
biology concepts and prepare students for the material
that they will encounter as students of chemistry and
physics as upperclassmen. Students will develop data
analysis and critical thinking skills and use them to
support arguments through lab practicals, discussions,
presentations, and investigative lab reports. Students
will apply their data analysis and critical thinking skills
as well as the content that they study to a case that
they will analyze throughout the course. The class will
culminate in a trial in which students will act as expert
witnesses and present publicly on the concepts and
techniques studied throughout the course. The
purpose of this course is to strengthen students’
scientific analysis and critical thinking skills in an
authentic context that connects to potential career
opportunities, student experiences, and current social
and political topics. This project-based integrated
science course will act as a bridge between biology
and chemistry and continue to set the foundations for
study as upperclassmen.

Yes
None
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In this Physics course, students will be evaluated
on asking science questions, using models of
Physical systems with mathematical thinking and
computational thinking, planning and carrying out
investigations, analyzing and interpreting data with
computer technology, providing explanations of
natural phenomena, designing solutions for
engineering problems, and engaging in arguments
from evidence. These are course-wide goals that
will be applied, developed, and improved over the
course of the year and throughout the units. The
course will be categorized into the following
chronological units: Thermodynamics and matter,
Kinematics and motion, forces and work,
momentum, sound and waves, light, as well as
electricity and magnetism.

HONORS PHYSICS

Grade 10 and 11
HS Graduation

UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Y

more mathematically rigorous and will have higher
standards in math problems and in labs.
PHYSICS

Grade 10 and 11
HS Graduation
UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Y

CRS # 2613
10 Credits
Science
2115
d
Yes
None
CP

10 Credits
Science
2115
d
Yes
None
CP

In this Honors Physics course, students will be
evaluated on asking science questions, using models
of Physical systems with mathematical thinking and
computational thinking, planning and carrying out
investigations, analyzing and interpreting data with
computer technology, providing explanations of
natural phenomena, designing solutions for
engineering problems, and engaging in arguments
from evidence. These are course-wide goals that will
be applied, developed, and improved over the course
of the year and throughout the units. The course will
be categorized into the following chronological units:
Thermodynamics and matter, Kinematics and motion,
Dynamics and Mechanics, momentum and collisions,
Acoustics and waves, Optics and light, as well as
electricity and magnetism. Compared to the regular
“Physics” course at this school, the honors course is
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HONORS CHEMISTRY

CHEMISTRY

Grade 12
HS Graduation

Y

CRS # 2607
10 Credits
Science

UC Requirement

d
2115

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Grade 12
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Y

CRS # 2608
10 Credits
Science
d
2115
Yes
See below
H

Prerequisite:
This course will prepare students for college level
Chemistry. Students will participate in different
learning approaches including guided inquiry labs,
class and group discussions, groupwork, projects,
and tests/quizzes. Using these techniques,
students will build a greater understanding for
fundamental chemistry principles like the scientific
method, properties and states of matter, atomic
and molecular structure, chemical bonds and
intermolecular forces, law of conservation, kinetic
molecular theory, thermodynamics, acids and
bases, chemical reactions, equilibrium,
biochemistry and organic chemistry.

This course will prepare students for college level
Chemistry. Students will participate in different
learning approaches including guided inquiry labs,
class and group discussions, groupwork, projects,
and tests/quizzes. Using these techniques,
students will build a greater understanding for
fundamental chemistry principles like the scientific
method, properties and states of matter, atomic and
molecular structure, chemical bonds and
intermolecular forces, law of conservation, kinetic
molecular theory, thermodynamics, acids and
bases, chemical reactions, equilibrium, biochemistry
and organic chemistry.

Students who are enrolled in the Honors Chemistry
course will cover the same units as the regular
Chemistry course but will delve into some topics
more deeply per unit. Additionally, students will be
expected to make more quantitative analyses in
both labs and content.
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Course Descriptions: Language Other than English
(a-g requirement area: e)

The University of California requires the equivalent of two years of instruction in the same
language other than English to satisfy the a-g area e requirement. Three years of instruction
is recommended and should include: emphasis on speaking and understanding, instruction
on grammar and vocabulary, practice with reading and composition.
SPANISH I FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS

Grade 9 -10
HS Graduation

Y

UC Requirement

CRS # 2206
10 Credits
Foreign Language
e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

The emphasis of the class is to challenge the
students’ ability to speak, read, write, listen, and
culture development in Spanish. The class is
conducted in Spanish and students are expected
to converse and participate with the teacher at all
times in the target language. I will strive to make
the class as lively and interesting as possible, but
your positive attitude and participation is critical.

SPANISH II FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS

Grade 10-11
HS Graduation

UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Y

Spanish speaking societies. The course is
taught in Spanish with emphasis on composition
as a medium of expression. In Spanish II each
student will be expected to actively use their
proficiency in the target language by writing,
reading, listening, and speaking in class
activities. The instructor will speak almost entirely
in Spanish in order for students to get
accustomed to hearing academic language and
working toward gaining more understanding of
the target language.

CRS # 2207
10 Credits
Foreign Language
e
Yes
None
CP

Prerequisite:

-

Content area teacher recommendation

Through comparative analysis of selected literary
works, the course develops an awareness of
cultural and literary contributions from the 21
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AP SPANISH LANGUAGE

Grade 11-12
HS Graduation

CRS # 2275
Y
10 Credits
Foreign Language

UC Requirement

e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP

The AP Language Spanish course is conducted
entirely in Spanish and it encourages its students
to communicate in the target language with
peers and teachers. The course employs
authentic material through the use of
newspapers, magazines, journals, newscasts,
internet articles and other audiovisual media.

The course also makes use of traditional
Hispanic literature like poems, short stories and
essays. The students read, write, speak and
listen in Spanish as they develop their critical
thinking skills in class debates, argumentative
and comparative essays and analysis of social
and cultural issues. Students will also become
proficient in technical and nontechnical writing,
formal and colloquial expressions of the Spanish
language and they will be acquainted with the
various dialects of Spanish as they keep in mind
their audience.

AP SPANISH LITERATURE

Grade
11-12
&&&
HS Graduation

CRS # 2276
Y
10 Credits
Foreign Language

UC Requirement

e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
See below
AP

-

Successful completion of AP Spanish
Language with a B- or better

The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course is a
survey course which covers the six AP Spanish
Literature themes and the entire reading list

outlined within the AP Spanish Literature
Curriculum Framework. The course is conducted
entirely in Spanish and covers Spanish and Latin
American authors, and their works, from the
medieval period to the present day. The works are
presented in chronological order with the aim of
integrating the historical themes and literary
movements of the different time periods, and
highlighting the schools of literature to which each
piece belongs as well as the author’s style and the
characteristics of each selection. The two main
texts, Abriendo Puertas volumes I and II, provide
students with the socio-cultural context necessary
to fully comprehend each piece. Abridged versions
of the texts are not used; the instructor provides
the students with the full text in its original version.
The two-semester course and its activities are
intended to teach and enhance a student’s ability
to acquire, identify, understand, discuss, interpret
and analyze the form and content of literary works
of prose, poetry and drama along with the literary
terms and conceptual aspects of art and history of
the time. The lessons are designed to help
students interpret the figures of speech, tone,
genre, style, characters, themes and literary
symbols in an effort to develop their analytical and
interpretative skills.

Grade 10
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CRS #
2206A
Y
10
Credits
Foreign Language
e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

SPANISH I

Through the continuous exploration of new
content and constant recycling of old content
(vocabulary and culturally appropriate topics),
students learn to listen, speak, write and read in
Spanish. Students continuously practice all
skills in everyday lessons in order to help
prepare them for AP Spanish Language.

SPANISH II

Grades 9-12th
HS Graduation

CRS #
2206B
Y
10
Credits
Foreign Language
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UC Requirement

e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

This is an introductory course of the Spanish
language with an emphasis on developing
students’ language proficiency of their receptive
(listening and reading) and productive (speaking
and writing) skills. Students will be aware and
understand the cultural context of the target
language and present their points of view and
their knowledge of the language as they use the
three modes of communication: interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational. This will lead
students to be exposed to new cultures,
traditions, and horizons. While it is still
important for students to study vocabulary and
produce the language, our approach will be
directed toward the exploration and deeper
understanding of the language. Students will be
able to discuss familiar topics, seek/give
information in written and spoken format,
communicate in present, past and future tense,
compare various aspects of culture/language
structure, and make use of appropriate
reference to materials. My instructions will
integrate the 21st Century Skills; technology
and communication tools to foster access to
resources and information in the Spanish
language and to enable students to reach a
higher level of their ZPD as they will improve on
their communicative skills.

SPANISH III

Grades 9-12
HS Graduation

CRS #
2206C
Y
10
Credits
Foreign Language

UC Requirement

e

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Spanish III is a year-long continuation course for
high school students who until now have had
some exposure to the intricacies of the Spanish
language and the cultures of the Spanishspeaking world and have taken Spanish
language for at least two years. The focus of
this course is to further develop and improve the
four basic skills of comprehension: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing. Students will
continue to expand knowledge acquired in
previous Spanish classes by increasing their
vocabulary, grammar, and use of idiomatic
expressions. They will speak and write
extemporaneously using short and long
sentence structures in the present, past, and
future tenses in both the indicative and
subjunctive moods to communicate about self,
family, daily life, and develop a fuller knowledge
of the arts, literature, and culture of the Spanishspeaking world. The development of their
Spanish speaking skills will be improved using
dialogues, interviews, and oral presentations
that can be used in real-world interactions.
Students will further develop their Spanish
comprehension, writing, and listening skills
within the context of the contemporary Spanishspeaking world and its cultures by engaging in a
variety of authentic activities utilizing film, music,
and readings.
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Course Descriptions: Visual & Performing Arts
(a-g requirement area: f)
The University of California requires one year of fine/performing arts to satisfy the a-g area f
requirement. One yearlong course of visual and performing arts chosen from the following:
dance, drama/theater, music or visual art. All full-year performing arts courses (except those
associated with Marching Bands) meet this requirement.

DIGITAL MEDIA 1

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation

CRS #: 5729
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts

UC Requirement

f

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

This year long course is skills and projectbased. Students will work in groups as part of a
production crew. Students learn the
fundamental aspects of digital media/video
production such as camera movement,
composition, storyboarding, scriptwriting,
lighting, voice-overs, presentation of talent and
video editing. Students will practice using
composition skills and follow the stages of
production to create digital media content that
communicates an effective message. Students
will reinforce skills in a variety of digital media
projects over the semester. The course is
designed to create a digital presence in the
school's core academic courses through
academic multimedia class projects and
assignments. Students will learn the basics of
pre-production planning and demonstrate
critical thinking and collaborative skills when
executing the course's class projects.

DIGITAL MEDIA II

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CSU Requirement

CRS #5730
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts
F
Yes

Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

None
CP

This advanced course challenges students with
more detailed and more complex video production
projects. Students will learn the proper production
techniques through hands on practical exercises
and projects. The course offers students the
opportunity to produce work with state of the art
video production equipment, giving them a solid
foundation of digital media production skills. In
addition to learning advanced, professional
software applications, students will experiment
with cinematic lighting, sound design, production
planning, editing musically, digital formats and
scripting, production planning, advanced editing
approaches, and developing visual story lines.
Students will also work as members of a
production team and receive instruction on
composition, portfolio preparation, and technical
career pathways.

CHICANO/A THEATRE

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation

CRS #2900
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts

UC Requirement

F

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Through an intense focus on the work of Luis
Valdez, and the history of El Teatro Campesino,
this theatre course seeks to explore the meaning,
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theory and practice of “Teatro Chicana/o”. In the
first phase of the class, lectures, readings and
viewings will place this grassroots theatre
movement into historical, political and cultural
contexts, as well as grounding “Teatro Chicana/o”
with in the key theatrical frameworks. In the
second phase of the class, and exploration of the
training/creation methods of El Teatro Campesino
and other Chicana/o theatre practitioners will give
students the basic skills to create popular theatre
at a grassroots level. Students will develop their
ability to analyze and comprehend literary and
theatrical forms and develop an appreciation for
the cultural expressions of theatre in its many
aspects. In addition to the intellectual
development acquired from lectures and reading
assignments, students will develop
communication and critical thinking skills by the
daily use of discussions and cooperative group
work in class. Students are expected to know
how to research, analyze and compare/contrast
historical trends. Performance exercises will help
students identify the theatrical forms and
techniques used in Chicano/a theatre, and how
these techniques contribute to the overall goals of
specific theatrical expressions.

Grade
9-12
Theatre
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CRS #2904
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing
Arts F

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

ACTORS STUDIO ADVANCED

Actor’s Studio focuses on the advanced
techniques of theatrical performance. Through
ensemble-oriented work, students develop their
creative process, improvisational skills, script
analysis skills and stage presence. Students will
study characterization, motivation and creative
movement through in depth scene study using
theatrical literature and multiple theories of acting.
Although improvisation is used, memorization for
monologues and scenes will be required.

Students will discuss advanced business
concepts as well as apply acting technique to the
audition. Through the process of trial and error,
students will search for potential scenes and
monologues that will showcase their talent.
Additionally, students will refine their interview
skills.

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

CRS #2820
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts
F
Yes
None
CP

The Graphic Design course provides students
with an understanding of the processes and
systems common to careers in publishing,
printing, and other forms of media distribution.
Representative topics include graphic design
concepts; art and copy preparation; image
generation and editing; desktop publishing; ondemand publishing; school yearbook and
magazine layout; advertising and promotion;
printing technology; binding and finishing; and
screen printing.
Students will be committed to lifelong learning as
they grow individually, participate in groups, think
analytically, create artistic products, and
contribute to production of a major project.
Students will learn illustration design software
such as Adobe Illustrator, photo editing software
such as Adobe Photoshop, and page layout
software such as Adobe InDesign to create
projects that will be printed in traditional and
digital formats.

FILM STUDIO

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation

CRS 2908
Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts

*******************************************************************************************

*

UC Requirement

F

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

ADV DIGITAL MEDIA

Grade 9-12
HS Graduation

Y
10 Credits
Visual & Performing Arts

UC Requirement

F

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
Digital Media II
CP

The Advanced Digital Media course is intended to
further students knowledge in the field of Digital
Media with hands-on projects and “real world”
activities. Students develop an e-portfolio containing
their projects related to personal career goals
developed in this course through guided practice
and independent practices. Emphasis is placed on
the advanced principles in pre/post- production,
editing techniques, studio and engineering
procedures, and live broadcast skills. Students will
become familiar with video production techniques
for a variety of purposes, including broadcast
journalism. The units are based upon the
development of a specific set of skills that would be
required in the field of Digital Media. This skill set
can be broken down into five specific competencies
or skills areas: 1) Development & Planning 2)
Audio 3) Video 4) Graphic Design 5)Production
Presentation.
The Advanced Digital Media course focuses on the
use of current industry software [ex. Final Cut Pro,
Logic Pro] in digital audio & video editing and
production.
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Course Descriptions: College Preparatory Elective
(a-g requirement area: g)

The University of California requires one year of a college preparatory elective to satisfy the a-g
area g requirement. This requirement can be satisfied one of two ways: completion of one
additional, advanced UC-approved “a-f” course, or completion of a course that has been
specifically approved for the elective ("g") area.
MEXICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

Grade 9
HS Graduation

UC Requirement
CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Y

CRS # 2710
10 Credits
Science Elective
g
Yes
None
CP

Mexican-American History traces the experiences
of Mexican-Americans from their origins in the
early 1600s to present day. The course will
examine the political, social and economic
conditions that have impacted Mexican identity
and the historic events that have shaped
Mexican-American communities in the United
States. Students will analyze the changes and the
continuity between events of the past as they
relate to modern day Mexican-American culture
and issues affecting the Mexican-American
community. Students will develop their
argumentative and critical thinking skills through
discussions, oral presentations, debates and
Socratic seminars. In addition, students will
synthesize their own observations and opinions
with a variety of sources to produce historical
arguments in both written and oral forms. The
purpose of this course is to build students’ literacy
and historical thinking skills while shedding light
on a group of people that helped form and shape
the American cultural and historical landscape.
Students will learn to acknowledge diversity and
respect different cultures as the United States
becomes a more diverse nation

ECONOMICS

Grade 12
HS Graduation

CRS # 2701
S
5 Credits
History/Social Science

UC Requirement

g

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

Yes
None
CP

Students will look at the American economic
system and compare it to others around the
world. Students will discuss the impact that the
U.S. economy has on the rest of the world and
global relationships. Students will also learn to
make reasoned decisions on economic issues
as citizens, workers, consumers, business
owners and managers, and members of civic
groups.
Students will also examine the stock market,
investments and budgeting for real life
situations.

.

*******************************************************************************************

*

*******************************************************************************************

*

Course Descriptions: Non-College Preparatory Courses

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Grade 9
HS Graduation
UC Requirement

CSU Requirement
Prerequisite(s):
Course Type

CRS # 2500
Y
10 Credits
Physical education
No
No
None
NCP

This class is designed to meet this requirement and
to provide the foundation for high
school instruction. In this course, students develop
proficiency in their movement skills, expand their
capabilities for independent learning, and examine
practices that allow sound decision making to
enhance successful participation in movement
activities.

Physical Education is an essential and basic part of
the total education program. It is a process that
contributes to the total development of every student
through physical activity and recognizes the
physical, mental, emotional and social
characteristics of students. The Physical Education
program provides a variety of movement
experiences to help all students develop the skills,
knowledge, and attitudes necessary to function
effectively in society
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High School Graduation Requirements
To earn a high school diploma from Luis Valdez Leadership Academy, students must pass 220
credits in the following areas:

SUBJECT

REQUIREMENT

English

Students must pass four years of English.

Social Science

Students must pass three years of Social Science
which shall include:

CREDITS
40

- One year of World History
- One year of US History
- One semester of American Government
- One semester of Economics
Students must pass two years of math (the equivalent
of Math I and Math II)

30

Science

Students must pass two years of science

20

Visual &
Performing Arts

Students must pass at least one year in Visual and
Performing Arts and

30

Foreign Language

2 years in a Foreign Language

Electives

Students must take at least 80 units of credit in
elective areas. Students may select elective courses
in the following areas: English, Foreign Language,
Mathematics, Reading, Science, Social Science, P.E.,
and ACTOS courses. Advisory and Tutorial courses
also count towards elective credits.

Mathematics

Minimum number of credits to earn a diploma:

20

80

220
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