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CELEBRATING 70 YEARS of GOD’S BLESSINGS….Are We There Yet??

much left for God to do”.

Anyone travelling any
distance with children
will hear over and
over, “Are we there
yet? Do we have
much further?” When
such questions are
asked about Portland
Christian, I always
give the same answer,
“I certainly hope not
because if we are,
there wouldn’t be

For 70 years, the Lord has continued
“to grow and bless us”.
-From the initial planning meetings in 1946,
the Lord has watched over this school. The doors
opened in 1947, but by September of 1948, we
moved into our third facility; the current grade
school location on 118th and Market Street. A
fire in 1961 at the grade school appeared to be
a huge setback, but God provided an even better structure. In the 1970’s, because of a rapidly
growing High School located at 112th and Market,
there were only two options: expansion on that
site or find a bigger facility. In 1975, an architect
was hired to draw up plans for a new gym on
the Market Street PCHS campus. Everything we
thought might work, “fell through”. Yet God, in His
timing, had better plans for us. In 1981, Portland
Christian High School was relocated to the current campus on San Rafael Street. Every single
thing we deemed necessary for a growing high
school was provided (plus room for expansion)
when the Lord gave us the 20-acre, Parkrose
Heights Junior High School campus.
-Back at the rapidly growing Elementary
School, the Lord provided a K-12 separate addition in 1974. In 2006, an ARTS Annex, with a
state-of-the-art library, was completed. In 1987,
the Christian School Society of Portland acquired
the struggling Clark County Christian School and
moved their 7-8th grade students to the San Rafael Campus leaving grades K-6 and a very well
established preschool on the CCES campus. A preschool program was added at the PCES campus in
1993 and 10 years later, in 2003, a modular unit
was purchased to house offices and more space
for the growing ECE program. In 2006, the Clark

County Christian School was sold and families
from that campus encouraged to move their children across the river.

-Beginning in 1950, with basketball and baseball
for the boys, the Lord grew our athletic program to
include a full range of fall, winter and spring sports
for boys and girls; some currently offered as early
as first grade. Starting with award winning high
school choirs in 1950, followed by the addition of
band, drama and art, these options slowly became
offerings for all students in grades K-8.

-As the years went on, Portland Christian High
joined OSAA, NHS, the Thespian Society International, and the Mu Theta Society of Mathematics
International. In 1987, grades 7-12 were accredited with ACSI and in 2010, the entire school PK12, earned full accreditation with AdvanceEd. In
2012, our preschool program was named as one
of the best in the nation and Portland Christian
High School has consistently ranked throughout
the years in the top 25 private schools in the state
of Oregon.
-Over the years we have seen incredible gains in
creative and performing arts programs, the expansion of our academic programs, implemented
evaluation programs, PK-12, added concurrent
credit classes with area colleges such as Mount
Hood Community College, and expanded our AP
program. In 1986, the International Program
was started along with programs to help students
who learn differently. We have attempted many
things, some of which worked well, and for some,
we learned God had better plans. Personnel have
come and gone, Boards have changed, yet we
remain committed to our Statement of Faith, our
Philosophy of Education and our firmly established MISSION.

-ARE WE THERE YET??? Not by a long shot.
The Lord has much more for Portland Christian
Schools to do AND He has much more to teach
us. My prayer is that we listen to Him with open
hearts and minds and NEVER forget all His
benefits. May we remain true, without compromise, to His word and the Biblical principles upon
which this school was founded. As we keep alive
the rich history of this school, may the education
received here by PCS Alumni around the world
(many have moved to Heaven) be dearly valued.
~ Jeanne Lampi, Alumni Director

Mission Statement
It is the mission of Portland Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s
word in every area of instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.
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News from the Junior/Senior High
Sherri James, Principal

“Be still and
know that I
am God” (Ps.
46:10)... “For I
know the plans
I have for you,
plans to prosper
and not to harm
you, plans to give
you hope and a
future.” (Jeremiah 28:11).
These are words of truth that God gives
us so that we will know and follow him.
This year has been a time where we have
been witnesses to the peace that comes
from believing and being faithful. We are
blessed at Portland Christian Jr/Sr High
School with outstanding faculty who have
a strong faith, extensive teaching experience, and advanced degrees. Each day they
bring their desire to teach, learn, lead,
support, partner, care, give, and share. God
has blessed our school in many ways, and
our faculty is among the greatest of those
blessings.
One of our faculty members, Sarah
Whitley, pours her creative energies and
talents into the Fine Arts program at the
school. She teaches all visual art classes
to junior high and high school students,
from introductory to advanced, and does
so while including all aspects of art history
and varied mediums. Mrs. Whitley integrates a distinctively Christian worldview
in the classroom, where students develop
award-winning pieces of art that are
shared throughout the community and
some nationally. (Please see the CREATIVE
ARTS article written by Mrs. Whitley on
page 3.) Four of our students have gone
Visual Arts Winners:

on to win national medals. Jimin Oh and
Suzanne Hollingsworth won National
Silver Medals, and Katherine Fakashchuk
and Matthew Griffith won National Gold
Medals. According to Virginia McEnerney,
the Executive Director of the Alliance for
Young Artists & Writers, “These students
have been identified by panels of creative
professionals as the most talented young
artists and writers in the nation. This year,
more than 330,000 works of art and writing were submitted. Less than 1% were
recognized at the national level. These
students have been invited to attend a
ceremony at the world-famous Carnegie
Hall on Thursday, June 8.” We congratulate Mrs. Whitley and her students in this
recognition. This is an example of the
quality teaching and outstanding learning
occurring at PCHS.

average, and their reputation as a student
who excels in mathematical abilities and
a commitment to their education. Members serve as math peer tutors as they
complete the required community service.
In the inaugural year, Mrs. Mazurowski
and all faculty are pleased to welcome 15
students as members of the PCHS charter
of Mu Alpha Theta.
During Missions Week (April 10-14),
students and faculty reached out to, and
served local faith-based organizations.
On the morning of Friday, April 14, Good
Friday, students, faculty, staff, and parents
went out into the surrounding community and gave of their time and energy in
service. They fed the homeless, did yard
work for our neighbors, completed projects at churches and elementary schools,
spent time with senior citizens at a care
facility, and cleaned a home for at-risk
teen girls. Along with this day of service,
students asked for pledges for their work
in an effort to raise funds to support
projects at Portland Christian. Students
directed 10% of their pledges to a charity
organization of their choice.

There are many other student and faculty stories to share from the classroom,
stage, or athletic field. Among them most
certainly should be the development
of a mathematics honor society, initiated, and advised by math teacher Joeal
Mazurowski. The goal of the Portland
Christian chapter is to foster a better
This has been a wonderful year filled
understanding and a love of mathematics,
with outreach, service to one another and
while serving the students, school, and
others, and learning to grow together in
the Lord by helping
others
in
their
studies
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Annie Bahr (grade 9) - 1 Gold Key, 1 Silver Key, & 1 Honorable Mention
Allison Brist (grade 9) - 1 Gold Key & 2 Honorable Mentions
Jack Casey (grade 12) - 2 Gold Keys
Ying (Anissa) Chak (grade 11) - 1 Gold Key
Katherine Fakashchuk (grade 10) - 1 Gold Key
Matthew Griffith (grade 8) - 1 Gold Key & 1 Honorable Mention
Rachel Grigorchuk (grade 9) - 1 Honorable Mention
Suzanne Hollingsworth (grade 12) - 1 Gold Key
Giang Huynh (grade 10) - 1 Honorable Mention
Alexandria Johannesen (grade 10) - 1 Gold Key
Aunnah Karavias (grade 9) - 1 Honorable Mention
Jesse Lortz (grade 10) - 1 Silver Key
Lydia Mumford (grade 11) - 1 Gold Key & 2 Silver Keys
Jimin Oh (grade 12) - 7 Gold Keys, 4 Silver Keys, & 1 Honorable Mention
Skylar Scott (grade 10) - 1 Silver Key
Yahan (Ashley) Xiong (grade 11)- 1 Honorable Mention
Writing:
Emma Zallee (grade 9) - 1 Gold Key & 1 Silver Key

Gold
Key Recipients
a at
ceremony
at Portland
Art Museum
Gold Key
Recipients
attended aattended
ceremony
the Portland
Art Museum.
(from left to right) Suzanne Hollingsworth, Allison Brist, Annie Bahr, Jimin Oh, Sarah
Whitley (visual arts teacher), Anissa Chak, Lydia Mumford, Matthew Griffith, Katherine
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LITTLE CHILDREN
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” Matt 18:2-5

I had a dear friend recently remind me of the simple faith that little children have when they pray – the

kind of prayer that believes God will really hear and answer. Somewhere along the way to growing up, our
faith can become slightly jaded, and our childlike faith becomes a thing of our youth…

Laurie Fowlkes
•
•
•

My childlike faith was rekindled at the March 11th PCS Royal Gala and Auction when I began the evening
with a show of hands to see how many PCS Alumni were in the audience. My heart exploded when I saw
hands shoot up enthusiastically all across the room! Together, alumni, parents, grandparents, business
partners and attendees raised more than $98,000 in one night. God is So good!

When funds come in to PCS, it’s important for givers to know why these funds are needed and where they
are directed. The three main areas of need in 2016-17 are:

Financial Aid – Many families who want to send their families to PCS need a little bit of help. This year we hope to give more
than $250,000 in financial aid to deserving families. We still need $83,000, and can achieve this with your help.
Technology – Each junior high student receives a Chromebook tablet to help with digital learning. The results have been 		
amazing. This quote from teacher, Krista Schroder, sums it up best: “We have seen MAP scores increase an entire grade level
within one semester with the implementation of Chromebooks!” To advance this technology to include all high school
students will cost $167,000 – it is something we firmly believe can and will happen through grants and your generous giving.
Facilities – This winter’s heavy snow, rain and ice revealed that the roof of our auditorium/cafeteria is in dire need of repair,
to the tune of $60,000 beyond budget. Our buildings are a blessing – in need of repair.

Looking at all of these needs certainly explains the phrase “to bridge the gap that tuition alone does not cover.” That is where you come
in… You are the bridge. Your financial gifts bless PCS students’ lives and their families’ lives; but they are also one of those blessings that
comes back and blesses YOU. “The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed; those who help others are helped.” Proverbs 11:25 MSG
When you make a financial gift to Portland Christian, it is really an invitation for you to walk alongside our students. “The little children.”
Giving lets us be reminded of the childlike faith that existed in our youth. It rekindles the flame of God’s work in the lives of our students
and in our own lives as stewards with generous hearts. Thank you for sowing seeds of blessing into the lives of the little children at PCS
with your financial gifts.

p.s. There have been interesting developments with our gym project! Please visit our website at pcschools.org to read more about it.
Laurie Fowlkes, Development Director
Portland Christian Schools
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
503-256-3960 x 255				
laurie.fowlkes@pcschoo;ls.org

We are Growing and Reducing at the Same Time

In the age of digital advancements, and with continual efforts to be good stewards of our natural resources, Portland Christian is increasing its
coverage of our Alumni through an online format at www.pcschools.org. You will have the capacity to download, view and print all future
REALS editions on our website under ALUMNI/REALS. A limited number of future editions will be printed as a keepsake to each graduating class and
for those of you not able to access it online. Our newly launched website includes a special section under ALUMNI/STORIES where you can keep us
updated in REAL-time! You can submit photos, make announcements, input address changes, post job openings for our recently graduated alumni, and
much more. Rather than being limited to printing only a few editions of the REALS, we would like to increase our coverage of our alumni through this
online venue. The success of this, as always, depends on you keeping us updated and in the loop. The REALS remains an all-encompassing source of news,
information and encouragement now in a more frequently accessible digital format. Not everyone has access to digital resources, and for those of you who
would like a printed copy, simply let us know and we will be happy to add you to the REALS mailing list.
4 REALS

2017 ROYAL & GALA AUCTION A HUGE SUCCESS
The air was electric with anticipation as guests filed into the main lobby of Portland Christian High School
and registered with the volunteers at the check-in tables. As attendees moved down the hallway
toward the gym complex, they were warmly welcomed by student and adult greeters. Questions were answered and
guests were directed to the hall displays and toward the small gym where hors d’oeuvres were served and
they could peruse and bid on the many silent auction items.
At 6:30pm sharp, the doors to the “dining room” (aka the big gym magically decorated), opened and 184 guests were directed
to their tables. Dinner was served, Major League Baseball player, Royce Clayton eloquently spoke on today’s critical need for,
and value of, a Biblically based education.
And the auction began.
Item after item was presented, and only as a good auctioneer can, the bidders were encouraged to raise the previous offer. An interlude
in the bidding came when Auctioneer, Jake Baggett with the help of Ringmaster Byron Renfrow, held a Paddle Raise for the new gym.
All in all, over $98,000 was raised for financial aid and funding for the new gym. The evening was a huge success, not just in fundraising
but in the number of new people that were introduced to Portland
Christian Schools. When Laurie Fowlkes, Development Director, recognized audience participants, she asked each Alumnus to raise their
hand. What a joy to see so many PCS Alumni attendees in the room!
“Thank you, Laurie Fowlkes” and thanks to all those who assisted her
throughout the year for the wonderful, professional, thorough, and
God-honoring evening enjoyed by all. Everyone is encouraged to plan
now to attend the next PCS Auction on March 10, 2018. Items have
already been donated for the 2018 Gala and with them the promise of
another stunning evening at Portland Christian Schools.
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Notes
from the Arts Department
Chair: Sarah Whitley
Creativity is Key!
How wonderful it is that we are made in the image of such a creative and imaginative God! Our students at Portland Christian
reflect this gift of creativity through the stroke of a paintbrush,
the lens of a camera, embracing a new role in a play, and using
their voices and instruments to create beautiful sound before
the Lord.
Exciting things are happening in the arts department at Portland Christian. This year, our students’ creativity and abilities
were recognized as they collectively won 37 awards in the
Portland Metro Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

The Scholastic
Art & Writing
Awards create
an opportunity for the
recognition
of student
artists and
writers across
the country.
Maurice R.
Robinson founded the awards in 1923, with a vision “to give
those high school students who demonstrate superior talent
and achievement in things of the spirit and of the mind at least
a fraction of the honors and rewards accorded to their athletic
classmates for demonstrating their bodily skills.” (http://www.
artandwriting.org/who-we-are/)
Our students can now call themselves alumni of the Scholastic
Art & Writing awards, along with other artists and authors like
Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Cy Twombly, and Ken Burns. This is
an exciting opportunity to celebrate with our students as their
abilities are honored through this great achievement!

Jimin Oh, a senior and international student from South Korea
in her fourth year at Portland Christian has been entering the
Scholastic Art Awards all four years of her high school career,
winning a total of 10 gold keys, 5 silver keys, and 3 honorable
mentions.
When asked about her
experience with the
Scholastic Art and Writing Awards Jimin talked
about her appreciation
for the recognition as
well as the ways that
student artists can grow
from this experience.
“It is an exciting feeling
to get recognized from
other people and gives
me an idea of how I am
doing and ways that I
can improve my artwork. Seeing other students’ work gives me
inspiration for my own art.”
PLEASE join me in congratulating Jimin Oh and Suzanne Hollingsworth for winning NATIONAL silver medals this year for
the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards!

Mr. Blackwell asisted students
in the Creative Arts department prepare over 400
wreaths. These were sold to
help finance all creative arts
activities at PC Jr/Sr High
School.

UPCOMING
MOMS IN PRAYER meet every Wednesday 8:30am at the
elementary school and every Thursday 8:20ama t the
Jr/Sr High campus. (We pray for our students and families,
our alumni, our community, country and world.)
MAY
4. National Day of Prayer (meet at the flag poles at 		
both schools 8:30am at ES and 8:15am at HS)
6. Jr/Sr High Prom
11. 9:45am. HS Awards Chapel
Preschool Mother’s Day Tea
6:30pm. Spring Host Family Potluck
15. 7:00pm. Board of Trustees General Meeting All 		
are welcome
16. ISP Beach Trip
18. 7:00pm. JH Arts Showcase
20. 6:30pm. ARTYS Awards
23. 1:30pm. Senior Mothers Tea
25. 8:15am. Meet and Greet the Board of Trustees
6:30pm. Preschool Program
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EVENTS

26. 7:00pm. Kindergarten Graduation
30. 8th grade to KahNeeTa

JUNE
1. 9:45am. Senior Farewell Chapel
2. 7:00pm. Senior Night
6:00pm. Class of 1967 Banquet
3. 10:00am. Class of 1967 Tour of the School
10:00am. Senior ISP Brunch
Noon: Class of 1967 Luncheon at Mt. Scott 			
Church of God
1:00pm. Commencement and Celebration of 		
Portland Christian’s 70 Years
3:00pm. Reception honoring the Class of 2017 		
and Portland Christian Schools.
6. K-12. Last Day of School
8. 7:00pm. 8th Grade Promotion

ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK
Celebrating 70 Years of God’s Faithfulness 1947-2017
12th Annual Alumni Appreciation Week Chapel/Luncheon
February 9, 2017
We enjoyed another great Alumni Appreciation Week with visits from Alumni
during the week, a fun and engaging alumni speaker, and a very good basketball
tournament for the second year honoring Steven D. Beaumont 2004.
Highlights from the week were:

Thursday- Chapel with TODD HOFFMAN 1987 founder of GOLD RUSH.
Alumni luncheon following Chapel.
Saturday- STEVEN D. BEAUMONT ALUMNI MEMORIAL BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT and luncheon.

Following chapel and the luncheon on Thursday,
Todd visited with students in the library. He answered
questions about GOLD RUSH and gave them a
glimpse of what can be expected next from his
company, 316 MINING. Todd also encouraged
students to never give up their dreams. “Work hard,
look to the Lord and trust that He is directing your
plans.” Todd autographed over a hundred photos
until his hand gave out. The Alumni Association and
students thank Todd for taking time out of his busy schedule to spend the
day at Portland Christian Jr/Sr High Schoolq.

Several
Alumni
shared their
thoughts
about the
Basketball
Game on
Saturday.
“This is some of the best basketball I’ve seen played at Alumni
tournaments and they displayed great sportsmanship.” Thanks to
all who came out to honor Steven D. Beaumont 2004 on our second
Alumni Memorial Basketball Tournament and 12th year of playing
great ball.” “Thanks go to Cliff Samodurov 1984, Tournament Director and Kirby Gleason 1992, our tireless referee.” “What a fun day
watching the Alumni play basketball.”
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ALUMNI APPRECIATION WEEK
Alumni from the classes of 1984-2016 played ball. The Red,
Black, Purple and Gold teams were evenly divided among these
classes. While all fought hard, playing good games, it came
down to a close finish between the Gold and Purple teams and
in the final minutes of play, the PURPLE TEAM pulled off the
win as the 2017 TOURNAMENT CHAMPS.
Thanks to those who prepared the Tournament Luncheon: David
Scott 1989, Karen Hall 1977 Miller, Wendy Busby 1973 Krout.
Thanks to Moriah Madson 2017 and Joyce Gillespie for manning
the clock and keeping stats. Thanks to our PCS Alumni Association
who plan and put together events to reconnect our Alumni and
friends to one another and bring them back to PCH.

UPCOMING REUNIONS:

Please contact Jeanne Lampi at jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org with questions or more information
Class of 1957: Aug. 30-September 2. 60 Year Reunion-Contact Karon Trommlitz
Class of 1959: Contact Bonnie Boatman
Class of 1962: September. Contact: Phil and Pat Smith for more information
Class of 1963: September. Contact Steve and Dorothy Baily or Rich Graves for more information
Class of 1967: June 2-3. 2017 Contact Doxie McCaw-Cook at PCHclass67@gmail.com
Classes of 1976 & 77: Aug. 26 at the home of Rick & Tami Caffall. Contact Karen Hall Miller at kmiller134@comcast.net
Class of 1987: Contact G. David Scott
Class of 1992: Nov. 10-12, 2017 Contact Rachel Curnel Struempf
Class of 1997: July 15, 2017. Contact Michelle Rommel Bader at 360-921-1642
Class of 2007: Information not available
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NEWS FROM ADMISSIONS AND THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT…

provide them with the shelter of family.

The purpose of
the International
Student Program
(ISP) is to welcome
students from
around the world
and challenge them
academically as
they improve their
command of the
English language,
extend to them the
love of Christ, and

This year, the International Student Program (ISP) includes 46 students
from 7 countries. Students have joined us at PCHS from Japan, South
Korea, China, Vietnam, Taiwan, and Hong Kong, and Mexico.

In March the students and staff at the Jr/Sr High School hosted a Cultural
Awareness event for all PCS junior and senior high school students. Students
toured 11 cultures. PCS classrooms were transformed into dynamic environments for each cultures. Students and teachers worked together to
share cultures from the UK, Spain, Italy, Japan, China, Vietnam, South Korea,
South Africa, USA-Hawaii, Germany and Eastern Europe- Russia, Romania
and the Ukraine. Each student completed a Passport assignment recording
the experience with each culture. The goal of the event was to provide students
with an opportunity to learn more about the cultures of their fellow students and staff members. The event was a great success!

Hosting international students is a wonderful
way to welcome and mentor students from
around the world. We welcome new host families for the 2017 school year. Please contact
Kathy Nyone, Host Family Coordinator, if you would like to host an international student.
kathy.nyone@ pcschools.org

Thank you to all PCS Alumni, administration, staff, and host families who contribute to the success of the Jr/Sr High
and the International Student Program.
Sheila Tretter, Director of Admissions and the International Student Program

JENSYN LOWN, STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT
This year the student council has had great success in our
school events. Even though we have battled some serious
financial issues this year, we were able to put on events like
barn bash, homecoming dance, winter formal, powder puff,
power tuff, prom, and our newest event spring kickoff, a co-ed
kickball tournament. The student council this year has a theme
of “Our Story” which
focuses on the testimonies
and journeys of students
within our school. We
created a documentary
series where we filmed
kids telling their stories,
and we played these in
chapel throughout the
year. These videos helped
to grow community showing the struggles others
have been through, and

how God works through each of our lives. The video series has
been a success and has helped students to appreciate each
other more, as well as treat each other with more respect and
kindness. Overall, God has worked in this school in many ways
this year, but I feel he has especially been a part of the student
council as we focus on being student servants.
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NEWS FROM

Basketball Girls Varsity

Basketball Boys JV

THE BLEACHERS

Congratulations to Kyle Cowan,
OSAA AD of the Year
Basketball concluded this year with the Lady Royals placing
3rd in the Lewis and Clark League and losing to Coquille
in the first round of the state tournament. The Royal Men’s
basketball team finished their season strong missing playoffs
by one game but doubling their wins from the year before.
Their season came down
to a one point loss to
Clatskanie to eliminate
them from the playoff
picture.
Ultimately our winter
athletics at Portland Christian was a
huge success; fielding basketball teams
from all ages. We had
two teams from each
grade level starting in 1st
grade through 6th (except
one 5th grade girls’ team).
The girls’ Junior High team
finished second in the Metro
Christian League. All in all,
there were seventeen different Portland Christian teams
representing grades 1st-12th this season.

2017 spring sports’ programs have officially begun. The baseball team is looking
to improve on their great season from
last year and plan on contending for
state playoffs in May. They have a strong
group of players back and ready to
compete at the highest level. The softball
team has many new players to the game
of softball, but are excited to see what
they can do this year in the Lewis and
Basketball Girls JH
Clark League to compete for playoffs.
Track has many strong athletes hopeful to qualify for the state meet in May. This
year’s team is looking to regain their league championship. This year we are again
fielding youth baseball teams from 3rd-8th grade with 11-14 players on each team.
Our elementary and junior high students are excited to be a part of competitive
athletics.

Basketball Boys Varsity

Basketball Girls JV

Basketball Boys JH

The Portland Christian Athletic Department is growing and building to become
a state contender in each sport we offer.
Our youth programs are developing into
quality programs which are becoming a
huge draw for students not yet enrolled
in Portland Christian Schools.
Yes, folks, it’s a great day to be a Royal!
Jordan Keegan 2017 signing with Corban University
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Basketball Boys JV2

Elementary School news
From the Desk of Rhonda Rogers, Principal

It’s been a great year and I believe the following pictures tell the story of just a few of
the things happening on our campus. Following please see pictures of our Art Show
held on January 16, Cultural Night on January 21 Pre-school Dad’s Pancake Breakfast
January 10-11, and Grandparents Really Are Special People (GRASP) on April 14th. I
am happy to report that our ECE Program is among the top 5% of all preschools in the
state of Oregon and from the data we have, we can report grades K-5 rank up there as
well.
Our growth this year, as well as predictions for 2017-18, indicate we could hit an
all-time high in enrollment figures for Pre-school-5th grade. It is easy to see why this
campus is growing when our teaching staff is one of the best prepared and committed
among private schools in the State, when parental involvement is at an all-time high,
and our extracurricular activities and programs are flourishing. I also must not forget
two of our most important ministries: Moms in Prayer and our Dad’s for God groups;
both of which meet weekly.
The Lord is richly blessing our school and I am humbly grateful He has chosen me to
be His servant-leader on this campus.
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Elementary School

Chinese New Year

Cultural Night

Cameron Rogers

Folk Dancers

Ayden & the baby chicks

Mentewab Berhe - Ethiopian
Coffee Ceremony

Mrs. Schneider 2nd
grade Ellis Island
Project

Preschoolers
12 REALS

Isaac, Ty & Keylon
Ellis Island Project

Students with instruments

Yuzko Family - Alla & Ben - Ukraine

Junior/Senior High

news

Portland Christian Jr/Sr High School
Serve-A-Thon 2017
April 14, 8am-12pm

During the annual Missions Week at Portland Christian Jr/Sr High
School, students participated in chapels each day with a local missions
focus. In addition to daily chapels, students participated in a ServeA-Thon on the morning of Good Friday. Remembering that our Lord
Jesus gave His all for us, the students and staff, in the spirit of giving,
reached out to those in our local community.

As a side note here, many PCS Alumni will remember Serve-A-Thons
of years past. Who can forget the day we went around the greater
East Portland area collecting and weighing trash (and forgot we had to dispose of 12 tons of junk), the walks to
the Portland Rescue Mission carrying backpacks full of clothing, the year we “painted” the Jr/Sr building, the
many trips to senior care homes in the area, the neighborhood clean-up projects, and the list goes on.
As in years past, students and staff reached out to those in the Community serving in the following areas:
The day was amazingly successful and IT DID NOT RAIN. Everyone reported that not only were they well
received, they were blessed by being able to serve as the Hands and Feet of their Lord Jesus Christ by helping
others.
- neighbors surrounding our campus (yard clean-up, planting
flowers, mowing, weeding, spreading bark, etc.)
- senior citizens at assisted living facilities
- elementary children at a nearby public school
- local churches on their grounds
- our own school campus by working on projects

- homeless by making them sack lunches 		
and care packages
- a local food bank by organizing and
packaging items
- a facility that serves at-risk teen girls
... and many other acts of service

Thank you for supporting the students at Portland Christian Jr/Sr High School as we develop servant leadership
and give glory to God in all things! “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give His life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:45

CHAPELS

We are One in Him

Under the direction of Campus Pastor, Jon Roberts 1994,
chapels have focused on many themes this year. Recently, we
honored the Lord and His people by directing our thoughts
toward cultures other than our own. Christ died for all and
our focus during serve week was to reach out and help others.
During Black History Month, we heard from those who were
able to enlighten us on
the history of African
Americans in our country.
God created each one of us in
His image and for His glory that
we might enjoy Him forever.
Our Lord Jesus Christ died for
one. He died for all. Those who
know Him and walk in His way,
are one in Him.
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Junior/Senior High Cultural Day

Students and Teachers
“visited” countries around the world carrying their “passports” which were stamped when
they visited and learned about the countries of their choice.

14 REALS

Alumni Weddings

Chris and Andrea Wallace 1987 Schmidt
married May 14, 2016

Jonathan and Ashley Morrow 2010 Mazarella
married December 2, 2016

Congratulations to Paul and Brittany Caffall 2003 King
married May 23, 2015

Mr. and Mrs. Hee Jong (Chris) Kim 2002
married March 9, 2017

Colton 2008 and Kaitlyn Lane 2008 Sharman
married September 23, 2016

Sam and Hannah Jossi 2013 Jackson married January 7, 2017
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Alumni baby news
Our testimony
Johnny and Monique
Hawthorne 1990 Saade

“We are thrilled & humbled
to announce that Alexander
is officially a BIG brother
to Luca Jean Saade! To say
Baby Luca’s surprise arrival
is a miraculous testimony
of God’s grace and unfathomable love for our family,
Big Brother Alexander would be the understateand baby Luca Jean born ment of the year! Just when
March 26, 2017
our hope for adoption was
beginning to diminish, we
received a surprise call telling us Baby Luca’s precious mom had given birth that morning to a baby
boy. Fourteen hours later, we met our new bundle
of joy! We are forever thankful this beautiful young
mama chose life! Abortion was never an option.
She gave us the most precious gift we could imagine!
Birth mom shared how the story of our Sophia, now
with the Lord, had a major impact on her decision
to choose our family to raise her son! God works
in mysterious ways! “Now to him who is able to
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,
according to his power that is at work within us ... “
Ephesians 3:20. We give every bit of praise to our
heavenly Father and dedicate this sweet boy to God,
for His glory!”

Josie born April
13, 2017 to Travis
and Heidi Webb
2007 Clinton

Alice Eve born
March 18, 2017 to
Oliver and Anna
Howatt 2005
Stephens

Gideon and Karis born
November 21, 2016 to Matt and
Leanne Madore 2001 Ernster
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Sam born December 11,
2016 to Joe 2001 and
Anna Echo Hawk

Claire born March
5, 2017 to Derek and
Jenesa Lewis 1995
Oliver

Olivia Lee born April 2, 2017
to Bruce 2001 and Annie
Hutchinson

Weston Gideon born
January 16, 2017 to Jesse 2009
and Amanda Hopkins

Charlotte born November
13, 2016 to Matt and Megan
Harding 2006 Dayton

Oliver Luman
born April 15,
2017 to Mario
and Tiffany
Prindle 1996
Chinchilla

Emma Kate
born March 9
to Noah 2001 and
Katie Locke

Jackson Ezra born February 8, 2017 to
Peter and Marjie Bally 1999 Johnsen

Ivy Joy born March
13, 2017 to Josh 2008
and Shannon Young

Christopher Joseph
born January 25, 2017
to Paul and Brittany
Caffall 2003 King

Boaz, Shiloh and Amaryah born January 14, 2017 to
Michael and Hope Ginn 1999 Brown

Inmemorium
We lovingly remember the following Alumni and Friends of
Portland Christian Schools who have gone on to be with the Lord.

Larry Daniel
1926 ~ 2017

Larry was a man of many talents, among which was carpentry. When his daughters, Carol 1963, Sylvia 1965,
Donna 1970 and Krista 1972, attended Portland Christian High School, Larry and his wife Wilma, were
always involved in their girl’s activities, particularly building sets for drama.

Rebecca Diane Coulson
1945 ~ 2017

For a number of years, Rebecca taught at Clark County Christian School, later acquired by, and known as, the
Portland Christian Preschool and Elementary, Vancouver Campus. When the campus closed in 2006, Rebecca
moved to the Jr/Sr High Campus on San Rafael Street. There she served with the Counseling Team working
primarily with Junior High Students. Prior to her ministry with Portland Christian Schools, Rebecca served as
a missionary in Mexico and China.

Robert Sinnema
1937 ~ 2017

Firm believers in Christian Education because they knew they were commanded by the Lord to raise their
children in “The fear and admonition of the Lord”, Bob and Fran chose Portland Christian as the school
they believed would best complete the triangle of school, home and church. Their boys, Robert 1981 and
Ronald 1983 were the recipients of an excellent education and Godly parents who were intricately involved
with their school.

Ruth Bronsema Schoepflin
1937 ~ 2017

Well known for her many years of service at Christian Supply, her knowledge of books by Christian authors, as
well as her ministry at Portland Christian Schools, endeared Ruth to the hearts of many people in the greater
Portland community. The Bronsema children: Father Gregg 1975, Rhonda 1977 and Michelle 1979 are all graduates
of Portland Christian Schools. At Ruth’s funeral, the congregants were invited to select a book from her vast personal collection. They were also asked to consider a gift to the Ruth Marilyn Schoepflin Memorial Gift for Financial Aid to
assist students desiring to attend Portland Christian High School. The family encourages gifts in Ruth’s name to PCS.

Leona Thompson
1931 ~ 2017

Leona Thompson came to Portland Christian Schools in 1966 after serving the deaf on the mission field. The
children, Keith 1970, David 1972 & Jeri 1975, were enrolled in Portland Christian Schools. Leona taught
Bible and English classes at PCS Junior High. She also taught Sign Language classes at PCS and throughout the
greater Portland area. Her niece, Doxandra McCaw-Cook 1967 writes, “I can truly say Aunt Leona has been a
role model and mentor to everyone God brought across her path. She loved people as they were and lifted them up with encouragement, gently sharing God’s Word.”
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Requests for

Prayer
Graduates of Portland Chritian are serving in
many areas of the world. Please send names to
PCS for inclusion in the next REALS edition.
Please let us know if there are any on this
list who have changed their status either to
another location, a different mission organization or who have retired from their ministry.
g Diane Sievers 1953, PREP 4Kids, Ptld.
g Sylvia Lambert (husband, Russ 1954, died
06/14, is continuing their work with OCI)
g Dr. Camille Jamison 1954, SIM USA
g John and Jean Sealy 1957 Krugers,
International Fellowship, Africa
g Jim and Lanita Smith 1958 Sweeney,
Sweeney Consulting Ministries
g Jaunita Philips 1959, Schiewek, Hawaii
g Neno Atkinson 1960, Love Thy Neighbor
Ministry to nursing home patients
g Chuck 1961 and Sally Keller, Wycliffe
g David Smith 1961, New Zealand
g Virginia Bradley 1961, Camroon, Africa
g Bob and Joyce Lander 1966 Carlson,
Kenya
g Jerry Glass 1967, Uruguay, Biblical
Ministries Worldwide
g Rick Cordell 1967, FFCM Nigeria, Camaroon
g Mike Rice 1969, Emmaus Prison Ministries
g Debbie Cline 1970, First Nation Ministries
g Don and Gretchen Barter 1970 Cheney,
Wycliffe Bible Translators
g Dr. Carl 1971 and Cindy Reed, Indonesia
g Dr. Scott Walt 1976 and family, Austria
g Pastor Mark Turansky 1977, and family
Hawaii
g Dr. Lori Marvel 1978 Salierno-Maldonado,
Celebrate Life Int’l
g Pastor Jon Gleason 1978 and family,
Scotland
g Debbie Driesner 1978, Mustangs and
MOHR
g Brent Ralston 1979 and family, Philippines
g Dan Brose 1979 and family, World Relief
Ministries
g Kari Keiser 1980 Carrico and family, Japan
g Connie and Mike1980 Patrick 1980,
Stillwater Stables Ministry, Ohio
g David and Bonnie Bennette 1982 Lambert,
Okinawa
g Ron Lockwood 1982 and family, Luis
Palau Ministries
g David and Karen Davis 1984 DeGraff
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g Karen Brewster 1992 Fangrad and family,
Creation Ministries, Int’l
g Jason Overstreet 1992 and family, RESCUE
Music Ministry
g Monika Blackwell 1993 Brubaker and family,
Armenia
g Duan Walker 1995, director of Mid-Valley
Fellowship
g Micah 1995 and Amy Stellar 1995 Tuttle
and family, Peru
g Janell Engeman 1995 Hartley and family,
Magezi Ministries South Africa & Zambia
g Julie Engeman 1997, Overland Missions,
Democratic Republic of Congo & Zambia
g Nathan Lowe 1998 and family, Kyrgyzstan
g Jeremy West 2004 and family, Kazakhstan
g Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary & Romania
g Dr. John Schneider, Nursing-Home
Ministries
g Eric Swanson-Dexel and family, Camp
Hammer Christian Ministries, CA
g Joe and Karin Anfuso, Forward Edge
Ministries
g The Gatlin Family, Octavia 1992 and
Toni 1990, Love By Example Ministry
to street kids and homeless
g Dr. William Nyone and family, Nigeria
Thank you for keeping us updated on the status,
and names of our men and women in the
military. Unless we hear differently, names
will be kept on this prayer list.

g Mark Rummell 1998, Navy Blue Angels
g Matt Strange 1999, Naval Marine Corpsman
g Sge. Andrew Haelen 2000, Army
g Brian Poling 2001, Navy
g Major Alex Esson 2002, USAF pilot
g Jonathan Rowlett 2003, Navy
g Jon Lackey 2003, Navy
g Ryan Dewey 2003, Air Force
g Jonathan Rogers 2004, Navy
g Aaron Wolf 2004, Army
g Mike Manus 2005, Army
g Capt. Kyle Durant 2005, Marines
g Nick Vago 2005, Army
g Michael Garrison 2006, Air Force
g Andrew Moses 2007, Mexico
g Josh Manus 2007, Marines
g Capt. J.C. Russell 2009, Marines Pilot
g Jordan Forney 2011, Air Force
g Zach Nicholson 2011, USAF Security Forces
g Connor Oien 2011, USAF Security Forces
g Matt Kolenski 2012, Army

Please pray for those serving in our nation
as police officers
~Brian Angelo 2001
~Joshua Nyone 2002
~Steven Parker 2006
~Kevin Johnson 2007
~ Colton Sharman 2008

Please uphold the following in prayer:
Those with active health issues:
g Ron Jantz 1961
g Lyle Dick 1961
g Sharon Hotchkiss 1960
g Jim Meisinger (husband of Shannon Doughty
1985)
g Bill Buck (former PCES Principal)
g Glen Howard 1982
g Anne Overstreet (wife of Jeff 1989)
g Several PCS students, grades K-12
Those whose cancer is in remission:

g Kirsten Lampi 1980
g Jason McKenney 1992
g Luke Bader 1996
g Danielle Maxwell 2010
g Rachel Cummins 2015
g Rebecca Smillie (PCS Adm. Asst.)
g Lisa Hotchkiss (PCS 2nd grade teacher)
Those who have lost loved ones. See In
Memoriam):
g The Leona Thompson family
g The Bob Sinnema family
g The Larry Daniel family
g The Rebecca Coulson family
g The Ruth Bronsema Schoepflin family

Praise and Prayer at Portland Christian:
~ Board of Trustees
		 new member: Mike Griffith
		 Board Chair: Murray Heidebrecht
~ Class of 2017 Commencement and
		 senior activities
~ Celebration of PCS 70 years
~ Successful completion to the 2016-2017
school year
~ Funding for new gym
~ 2017-2018 enrollment

Out and About with Alumni
Congratulations to:
Rachel Wixson 1998 who recently finished her MS in Nursing
and is serving as a Family Nurse Practioner on the Palliative
Care Team at Salem Hospital .
Andrew Koch 2006 who is now a registered engineer with
the State of Oregon.
Josh Nyone 2002 recently joined the ranks of the Portland
Police Department.

Ikken Aisin 2006 shared a recent article
in which he was featured as a new graduate in the field of radiology. He writes,
“During the 19th International Society of
Radiographers and Radiological Technologists (ISRRT) World Congress in Seoul,
Korea, in October 2016, I presented my
literature review on the “Diagnostic Value
of CT and MRI on Detecting Peripheral
and Central Vertigo”. The purpose of my
research was to compare the accuracy
rates of CT and MRI scans and their relative clinical applications.
Ali Harman 2014 recently
accepted a position with the
Portland Trail Blazers as
an inside sales representative for the summer. She is
studying Sports Sponsorship and Sales at Baylor
University and is thankful
for the opportunity to intern
back home for the summer.

Dr. Michelle
Watson 1978,
author of the
bestselling book:
“Dad here’s what
I Really Need
From You”, founder of the ABBA
PROJECT, national and international speaker and recently
named host of The Dad Whisperer heard on KPDQ FM 93.9
and True Talk Radio 800 AM.
Rick 1976 and
Tami Tindall 1977
Caffall enjoying
a formal evening
with friends and
looking forward to
their 1976-77 class
reunion on August
26 at their home.

Queen Christina Schulz 1989 Schulz-Luck.

Three Beautiful Portland
Christian School
Homecoming
Queens met
together last
year. From left
to right: Queen
Andy Wallace
1987 Schmidt,
Queen Heidi
Ginn 1988
St. John, and

Rose Schaefer 2013 will be
the first woman graduate of
Oklahoma Christian University
to attend Harvard Law School.
According to Harvard University
Law School, last year 5,485 applications were submitted to the
Ivy League school. Of these only
908 acceptance letters were offered. Schafer also visited New
York City, NY, Boston, MA, and Washington D.C. to visit various
law schools on the East Coast. She toured Columbia University, University of Virginia and Harvard University. After applying to 13 schools, she was accepted at 10, waitlisted at one,
and is yet to hear from two. Rose received scholarships from
Columbia and UVA, and has narrowed down her top three to
Columbia, Harvard and UVA.
In April, Schaefer will graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in
English and a minor in history. “I do not think you can ever be
fully prepared going into law school,” Schaefer said. “I have
never read 100 pages of legal textbooks in a night, but I am as
prepared as I think one can be. Being in the English and history departments has been really good for me.” Growing up,
Schaefer said she always took an interest in her studies and
planned on going to graduate school.

Michelle Madore 1999 Vixathep ran the Paris Marathon in
4 hours 18 minutes
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