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From March 22nd to March 24th, the sophomore students of the
honors and AP US History classes went to Washington D.C.
ite part about this trip is to see the kids get into the zone of tourThere, they toured several of the Smithsonian Museums, and
ing our nation’s capital.‖
many of the memorials, varying from the Vietnam Memorial to
the MLK memorial.
The students began their day early, getting to HVCHS by 6 am.
Although it was early in the morning, the excitement could be
Although it might be completely straightforward now, the trip
felt. Once they got into Virginia, the bus headed to Mount
wasn’t always like this. The trip started in 1993, so it can be exVernon, where students were able to walk the grounds of George
pected that it has changed over time. The current head of the trip Washington’s home.
is US1 History teacher Ms. Janaleigh Olszyk.
After the tour of Mount Vernon, they went to the Arlington NaMs. Olszyk has been doing this trip for 17 years. This trip used to tional Cemetery. Towards the end of the day, they participated in
be for the entire junior class, but the trip changed because of the a walking tour the monuments around the Reflection Pool.
state requirements.
At the original trips, the students would not stay in Washington
D.C. because of the price. Instead, politicians would give
speeches, or the students would go to foreign embassies and listen
to presentations. This became problematic when the trip had to
rely on the buses themselves.
When Ms. Olszyk became the head of the trip, she decided that it
was worth it to go to downtown Washington D.C. When they
began to do this, the teachers were able to apply for White House
tours, walk around the city, and go to Mount Vernon. ―My favor-

The next day, the students were able to tour the White House.
Afterwards, they visited the National Archives and to the Smithsonian museums. These included Museum of Natural History and
the Museum of American History. Students also went to Ford’s
theatre.
On Friday, the students had a guided tour of the Capitol Building. To end the day, they went to two more Smithsonian museums: the Museum of the American Indian and the National Air
and Space Museum. After a long few days, the students headed
back home.

Student Activities
Beware the Ides of
May

―You could call it a comedic clash
between the past and the present,‖
said senior Lucy Tian of this year’s
performance.

―I can’t wait to get into rehearsals
and build lasting friendships,‖ she
explained. ―I’m excited to attend the
By: Sarah Voorhees
festival at Rider University in May.
It’s that time of year again. Our high
It is going to be so awesome to see
school’s biggest Shakespeare fans
all of our hard work pay off when
The performance will primarily be
joined forces in late February to
we perform and attend different
comedic,
though
some
of
the
characcraft a twenty-minute performance
workshops offered during the day.‖
ters from Shakespeare’s famous
for Rider University’s annual
Shakesperience Festival, which will tragedies—such as Romeo and
Juliet—will appear. Alas, poor Yorick The festival at Rider seems to be a
be held sometime in the ides of
does not make an appearance in the fitting reward for a group of ShakeMay.
light-hearted script.
speare enthusiasts.

Dr. Kathleen Pierce, a faculty member at Rider University, created the
Shakesperience Festival in 2007
with the intent to celebrate Shakespeare’s legacy and educate students
about his influence. ―I used to be a
high school English teacher, and
one of the things I know is the best
way to learn something is to get your
hands on it,‖ she explained in a
video on the Shakesperience web
page.

When Dr. Pierce created the
Shakesperience Festival at Rider, she
Though crafting a twenty-minute
―Just imagine a bunch of theatre
imagined students working handsscript out of only Shakespeare’s
geeks and Shakespeare lovers gathon with Shakespeare’s texts and
words does present quite the chalered together in one building. Add
molding his stories into their own
lenge, seasoned members of the
to that various planned activities
new creations. And that’s exactly
team admit that the rehearsal proc- like body percussion, hurdy-gurdy
what happens here at Hopewell
dancing, and sword fighting and you
ess is where the real difficulties lie.
Valley every year.
get the gist of the festival,‖ Tian
explained.
This year, junior Julia Immordino is
―I am so lucky to be a part of a great
the chosen coordinating director,
With the support and encouragegroup of ladies who are so enthusi―The festival is a nerd-fest in the
ment of English teacher Ms. Theresa responsible for ensuring fluidity
astic about this club and Shakebetween scenes, each of which have best possible way. It’s full of stuSolomon, this year’s all-female
speare,‖ said Immordino, perfectly
their own specific scene directors.
dents and teachers geeking out toShakesperience team is isolating a
gether over everything Shakespeare,‖ summing up the club’s inclusive
few key interpersonal conflicts from This job description might have
fazed
most
first-year
club
particiagreed senior Ruth Wyckoff, a third- attitude.
Shakespeare’s most famous plays
pants, but Immordino seems fit for year participant in Shakesperience.
and placing them in a high school
the challenge.
setting.
Shakesperience allows middle and
high school students from throughout the state to reinterpret and pay
homage to Shakespeare’s work however they see fit, but there’s one
important catch: performers are
limited to Shakespeare’s language
and production values.

Independent Study Spotlight: “Game Art”
By: Nathaniel Valenza

For Bornmann, the independent study format
may have just worked out better than a traditional classroom format. He was able to structure his learning around what he wanted to
do, specifically in the field of game design.

Unlike many HVCHS students who are working on an independent study this year, senior
Last year, he ended his independent study
Malcolm Bornmann has taken it a step furwith a final project called, ―Wizard World,‖
ther and is currently working on his second
which honed his computer programming
independent study, ―Game Art.‖
skills, but not his artistic skills. This explains
the focus of his independent study on game
Malcolm’s first independent study, last year,
art this year. In this way, Bornmann was able
―AP Computer Science‖ was in a related field
to learn about the technical aspects of game
to his current study, but on a different aspect
design last year, but the artistic aspects this
of his overall study of and development.
year under the guidance of Dr. O’Boyle.
Sometimes AP CS is taught as a whole class,
but due to a lack of students last year, those
In Bornmann’s words, the objective of his
who were interested in taking the class purindependent study this year is, ―to learn about
sued an independent study in place of the
color theory, perspective, and other graphic
course.
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design concepts, and apply them to projects in
order to form a portfolio that I will use when
applying to colleges and jobs.‖
Although he’s used many different game engines in the past, most of his games, including
his most recent game ―Jetpack Adventure,‖
use the Scratch engine. In total, he’s created
around eleven games in Scratch, and even
more in other engines. Each game was made
so he could test different skills.
His interest in video game design stems from
both his love for theater and his love for technology, emphasizing on the storytelling aspect
of theater. He hopes to pursue the field of
video game design as a writer. Recently, in
December, he presented two workshops at
Scratch Day in New York City on storytelling
through video games.
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HV Choirs Sing in Italy
By: Sophia Lo
Rome, St. Peter’s Basilica. One of the most well-known
churches in the world, famous for its Renaissance architecture, designed by artists Michelangelo and Bernini.
And one of HV Choirs’ stops on their tour of Italy.
From March 31st to April 10th, Chambers traveled
around Italy. This was Hopewell’s first time touring outside of the United States and, during the trip, the choir
went to Verona, Venice, Lucca, Florence, Naples, Rome,
and Pompeii. Throughout their trip, they performed at
prominent sites, including St. Peter’s Basilica, St. Mark’s
Basilica, and Teatro Odeon. Their repertoire included
songs such as ―Ave Maria‖, ―Contrition‖, and ―Cantate
Domino‖.

He also commented on the hard work the Chamber singers have put in while rehearsing for their performances. ―
I'm proud of all the hard work the choir students at CHS
accomplish every year. We are trying to grow our program
to show that lives and careers can be expanded and influenced by being a performer.‖
Besides singing and performing, the Chamber singers also
got a chance to do some sightseeing and other activities.
The group visited the ruins of Pompeii, the Colosseum,
and the Trevi Fountain. And of course, being in Italy, students had to get a taste of the food. Part of the sightseeing
tour took Chamber singers to a pizza-making class with an
Italian chef as well as a tour of an olive oil and cheese factory where they were able to sample the food.

Other than their trip to Italy, the choir program still has
other events. On March 25th, the Chamber Singers and
Vox Central Jazz competed at the Roxbury Invitational at
Performing at places with such historic significance is
Roxbury High School. Concert choir and Ragazze will also
quite an accomplishment. Choir director Randy White
said, ―Italy is the home of much of the most famous cho- be attending Festival Disney in Orlando, Florida, to compete and participate in workshops. And on April 28th,
ral and operatic music of the past four centuries. Audiences there still appreciate vocal music as an art form and Hopewell Valley Central High School will be hosting the
first New Jersey Vocal Jazz Festival.
attend concerts regularly. The Hopewell choir program
has never toured outside of the US, so this will be a new
and ground breaking experience for us!‖
Come to support the HV Choirs!
and its two chambers, the House of Representatives and the Senate. Students role
By: Catherine Zhang
play as congressmen and other governmental figures in specialized committees,
Have you ever wondered how politicians such as the Committee on Education and
get things done? Nowadays, partisan poli- the Workforce and the Committee on
tics can seem to cause endless gridlocks
the Judiciary, as well as in larger sessions
in our national government, but our
of the House and Senate.
Congress does actually have a process for
passing legislation. And Model Congress
is a great way for students to learn about In these committees, delegates will debate
in both formal and informal settings and
this process.
deliberate over pertinent national issues,
ranging from drug court reformation to
The Model Congress club will be attendcombating homegrown terrorism to the
ing its first conference, Rutgers Model
politics of the food industry. They will
Congress (RMC), from April 6-9. RMC is
also use their research, compromise, and
run by students from Rutgers University
public speaking skills to develop bills,
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in New
joint resolutions, and amendments that
Brunswick. The conference will simulate
address possible solutions to those issues.
sessions of the United States Congress

Rutgers Model Congress

The Bulldog Reporter

The theme for RMC 2017 will be ―The
Political Polarization of the American
Public,‖ which focuses on the increasing
ideological differences between varying
political and demographic groups within
the United States.
When asked about Rutgers Model Congress, junior Vicki Xie said, ―We’re all
really excited for our first conference. I
think RMC will give students really
unique insights into how the American
political system works. It’s also a great
chance to interact with those that have
different political views and meet new
people.‖
Good luck to all delegates!
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CHS Band Playing at CJMEA
By: Julia Drake
On Wednesday, March 22 the CHS symphonic band loaded
the bus for the 15th annual CJMEA band festival at Monroe
Township High School. The Central Jersey Music Educators
Association is a concert band festival that has participants
from all over the state, and it provides these bands an opportunity to be scored and receive feedback from renowned college professors and educators.
HVCHS spent months leading up to the competition preparing their pieces, Prelude, Siciliano and Rondo composed by
Malcolm Arnold and arranged by John P. Paynter, and Fortress by Frank Ticheli. Both of the challenging pieces were
refined through practice in class, and a mini concert per-

Fake It ‘till You Make It
By: Skyler Rossi
Last month, HV members of Distributive Education Clubs of America
(DECA) competed in the annual DECA state competition. Several HV
students moved on from States and will be presenting at the international competition against other advancers from the US, Canada,
China, and other countries during the international competition from
April 26th to 29th.
Thirteen HV students were able to wow the judges enough at States to
move onto internationals. These students are seniors Michael Liu,
Samantha Kushner, Eleni Angelakis, Grace Chaiko, and juniors Anyi
Qian, Domenic Zangrilli, Julia Immordino, Mia Zang, Lauren Brez,
Michael Pavicic, Billy Rudnik, Christopher Cantwell, and Kyle Randazzo.
DECA holds three levels of competitions-: Regionals, States, and Internationals. HV students competed at Kean University for Regionals and
in Atlantic City for States earlier this year. Internationals will take them
across the country to Anaheim, California.

formed on March 15 in the PAC.
While it is a great experience to be scored by knowledgeable
judges, and to see other bands from the area perform, it is
also a time to meet new people. Since the whole festival takes
place after school from 4:00 pm-12:00 am, there is a lot of
time spent talking to students from other schools while waiting to perform.
Junior and trombone player, Chris Nadar says, ―I am most
excited to be scored at a high level by incredibly talented and
educated musicians, and hopefully perform well. It’s also
great to see all the other bands perform.‖
Each band is awarded a rating of either bronze, silver or gold
based on their performance. Last year, the HV band scored a
silver rating, which was the first silver award in the band’s
history.
―This was the best year for HV DECA in over twenty years, with more
people placing at regionals than any year in recent memory and 12 international qualifiers, compared to seven the year before. We can never
know what will happen in Anaheim, but this has been our best year yet,
and hopefully that continues,‖ said Qian.
DECA is one of few clubs at HV that allows students to show off their
business skills. For Lui, the club opens to door for meeting many likeminded people.
―For me, DECA offers the unique opportunity to connect with business
students from all around the world. In very few other places can you
find such a diverse set of accomplished students, and connecting with
these students is a truly remarkable experience,‖ said Liu.
According to advisor and marketing teacher Mr. Aaron Oldfield,
DECA is important because ―it deals with different business scenarios
and helps students develop communication skills that they will use in
the future.‖
Good luck at internationals, DECA!

During competitions, competitors receive prompts 10-30 minutes
before their slotted time. The presentation can be on any business category, like human resources, marketing communications,
or finance. Students’ presentations are judged on understanding
of the subject and their presentation style.
To prepare for this, students meet regularly to practice marketing
terms and role-play. Club meetings are full of practice runs to get
members ready for the real deal.
Co-presidents senior Michael Liu and junior Anyi Qian have
high hopes for Internationals.
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DECA competitors that are moving on to Internationals.
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Campus
The School Garden Undergoes a Makeover

the garden. A rain garden, which uses an assortment of plants to absorb and remove water in a
low elevation area, has also been constructed in
the lower right hand corner of the garden.

It seems like that’s what the project is shaping
up to be. Many staff members have offered to
lend a helping hand. Dan Nemec, who is an
HVCHS graduate, volunteered to design the
By: Nathaniel Valenza
garden. The Environmental Club has also offered to lend a helping hand. Mr. Tornegard’s
If you have walked through the hallway beContrary to what you may believe, the building
tween the 200 and 300 halls recently, you may of the garden is not an act of any sort of garden home survival class will be coming out to help
build garden boxes. Nancy Barich, from Helphave noticed some major differences in the
club, but instead it’s a project to build and
well, will be helping to plant plants and start to
previously overgrown courtyard that was our
maintain day to day skills for students in the
grow seeds when the time comes. Even Mr.
school garden. After an extended period of
Special Education Program. The new garden
Cauldwell volunteered the football team to
time sitting as a vacant memory of a garden, the will help them to not only have a beautiful
come out and help lay stone a couple weeks ago
Special Education and Academic Essentials
space to learn, but teach them life skills by
(Ms. Babice would like to note that the football
maintaining the garden and cooking food that’s
Program at the high school received a grant
team is thanked graciously for the help).
produced
from
the
garden.
It’s
also
intended
to
from the Hopewell Valley Educational Foundation to completely rebuild and revamp the un- be used as an outdoor classroom, an idea that’s
already been tested in the construction of garThe whole garden will also be disability
used courtyard.
dens at the elementary schools, so that any
friendly. The pavers used to create the pathway
program that can gain educational opportuniwill make a smooth surface for wheelchairs or
The project has been done in conjunction with ties from the garden can also use it.
crutches, and there will also be a ramp up to
a local landscaping company, Thomas Lee
the wooden deck where there will be seating.
Fisher Landscaping, which has decided to work
―We believe that the construction of the garden
on a volunteer basis with the high school garwill bring the CHS community closer in a new In the coming weeks, pavers will be laid on the
den project. The Fisher company has lended
their labor and heavy machines to do the haul- space to grow and flourish while also attaining now gravel base and retaining walls will be
ing and digging that is necessary for the comple- educational goals,‖ says Special-Ed teacher Ms. built. After that, four planter boxes will be
Babice, who has been leading the garden probuilt and plants can start to be planted. The
tion of the project.
ject with the help of Ms. Dailey and Mr. Megarden should be almost finished by May or
rino. Ms. Babice’s hope is that this will be a
June, and they will be able to have a formal
The existing and overgrown garden has been
community project, not just a Special Educadedication for it come September 2017.
demolished, and the central path has been dug tion or a high school project.
out and filled in with gravel that will eventually
hold pavers, spelling out ―HV‖ in the center of

The Japanese Student Exchange

from Philadelphia to New York to Princeton.

By: Sophia Stivala
From February 19th to March 3rd, CHS welcomed Japanese students for the foreign exchange program run by the high school.
Although there was a lack of hosting families,
there was enough space for some students to
take on more than one Japanese student.
One such person was senior Claire Graziano.
Graziano hosted two girls, Ami and Osca, who
are 14 and 15 years old. Surprisingly, Claire
found it really easy to assimilate the two girls in
American culture. Although she knew very
little Japanese, Claire found it easy to interact
with the students.
Reflecting on it, Graziano thought that the
whole experience was exciting. She had activities to do with the Japanese students and took
Ami and Osca to the mall everyday. The Japanese students went on several trips, varying
The Bulldog Reporter

―No matter if you’re from another country, you
are still a teenage kid. We are still the same
type of people,‖ Claire replied on what she
learned from the experience.
Another host student was senior Sarah Knoll.
She has always liked Asian culture, so she figured that hosting a Japanese student might be a
good experience for her. She is keeping in
touch with the girls, having become good
friends with them.

Sophomore Koji Sakano also hosted some Japanese students. He chose to be a part of this
program because he has dealt with cultural
immersion before, when he had lived in Japan
for a few years.
Once meeting the Japanese students, he
thought that it was cool how they wanted to try
a lot of new things. He also thought that it was
interesting to learn how to communicate with a
language barrier between himself and the students.

―I think it’s awesome that I can keep in touch
with people thousands of miles across the sea,‖
Sarah shared.
Throughout this experience, she went bowling,
played video games, ate lots of food, toured and
went sightseeing with the Japanese girls that she
was with. She thought that it was a very unique
experience.
Some of the Japanese students with the host students
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Sports
HV Golf Team Begins Season
By: Sophia Lo

This season, the golf team will be competing in multiple
tournaments, like the Mercer County tournament and the
State sectionals.

After a successful season last year, 7th grade teacher William Russell and the team have high hopes for this season. For the first time this year, the golf team has expanded and
Last season, the golf team had a record of 16-1, winning the created a JV team, which gives students who have less exPatriot Division of the CVC.
perience playing golf a chance to improve their skills. The
JV team’s coach is history teacher Paul Tkacs. Over the
course of the season, the JV team will play around 10
This season, the golf team has a strong lineup, with seven
returning members, including junior Brandon Li, who is a matches to improve their skills.
two time all CVC player. Other players in the starting
lineup include Austin Oldfield, Luke Whittenborn, Brian
Hertig, and Chandler Habig. Freshmen Rehan Yadav and
Caroline Tamasi will also be playing for the team.

When asked about his opinions on golf as a sport for high
school students, Coach Russell said, ―Golf is a sport that
anyone, male or female, can participate in. It’s a sport that
you can play at a young age and also as you get older. Golf
teaches you how socialize with others and how to adapt to
The golf team is enthusiastic about the season and their
team. Brandon Li said, ―I'm really excited for this year. We changes. In [golf] you need to be physically fit, but you also
have a strong top six line up with a lot of returning varsity need to be mentally fit, you need to be able to control yourplayers, but we also have a couple of very talented freshman self and visualize what you want to do.‖
who will definitely make a big impact to the team. It'll be a
great season.‖
Good luck to the golf team this season!

No Time to ReLax
Varsity Girls Lacrosse
Season Picks Up
By: Skyler Rossi
Although the 2016 season left the
varsity girls’ lacrosse team just shy of
the Mercer County Tournament
(MCT) champion title, the girls
have every intention to dominate
the field in 2017. They are ready to
put forth their best effort towards a
triumphant victory at the end of the
season.
Practices began in the beginning of
March, and even at that point, the
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girls were confident in a successful
season.
―We are ready to work hard in practices and are hoping to get to the
MCT Finals again this year, and will
hopefully come out with a win this
time,‖ said mid-field player and senior Avery Bell.

a tight bond between us.‖
Junior Ella Merkle agrees. ―We
have a great group of seniors that
are very well versed in the game and
as leaders, so I think this season is
pretty promising,‖ said Merkle.

These good bonds and communication will be key for facing challengAs every new high school season
ing teams in the CVC. Some players
goes, the team has to fill the void of may be new, but they all work toseniors lost to graduation. The now- gether to create one, cohesive team.
college-freshmen were replaced with
underclassmen. But despite this, the ―The environment of our team is
team feels as though they aren’t
so happy and welcoming that with
struggling.
that and the combination of having
a big group of returners and a lot of
Bell commented that after only one new talent, we should go pretty far
week of practice, ―There was already into the season,‖ said Merkle.
(Continued on Page 7)
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Lax…(Continued from Page 6)

Their first game was on March 30th against West-Windsor.

Bell will continue playing lacrosse next year for Colorado
College.

But beyond the wins and the drive for victory, lacrosse is an Merkle shares the same passion for the game. ―I fell in love
outlet for the team members to have fun and make friends. with how quick the game was and, as odd as it sounds, all
the running. To top it all off, I've made some of my closest
―The team atmosphere and the connections I've made with friends through lacrosse, so that keeps me coming back each
my teammates is irreplaceable. I play lacrosse for the compe- spring.‖
tition, for the thrill of winning, for the feeling when I've
overcome a challenge, and for the memories with my team- Good luck on a successful season!
mates, who I consider to be some of my best friends,‖ said
Bell.

Bumping and Setting Expectations

joke around a lot, but when it’s time to be serious, it’s never
a problem.‖

By: Sarah Voorhees
Hopewell’s volleyball team is moving into their new season
with high hopes. The team’s season officially began March
3rd, and the Bulldogs are considering this a fresh new start.
―Our team goal is to qualify for the state tournament,‖ said
senior Matthew Goldberg.
Fellow senior team member Ryne Blagg enthusiastically
agreed, saying, ―The team consensus and general expectation
for this season is to maintain a .500 record.‖ Blagg and
Goldberg explained that maintaining this record would
qualify the team for entry into the state tournament.
Though last season presented a challenge for the team, the
players are confident in their individual abilities and are
bent on meeting this year’s difficulties with optimism.
―Although we have struggled in the past we have a very talented team this year, and I am excited to see what we can
do,‖ Goldberg said.

The primary goal of the team’s seniors seems to be helping
the younger, less experienced players.
―This year, I want to help develop the team so that the program can continue in the future,‖ Blagg said. Goldberg expressed the same sentiment, suggesting that his priority this
year will be teaching the team’s newer players about the basics of the game.
The players are in agreement about the importance of improving the volleyball program. Blagg explained, ―There’s no
telling how the volleyball team will be in the future considering the last two years the team has only won three or fewer
games. I hope after this year the consecutive teams will get
better and better as time progresses.‖
Blagg encourages anyone considering participating in the
program to do so. But, he cautioned, as with any sport, you
get back what you put in.
―Volleyball is probably the most fun and rewarding sport if
you are willing to put a little work in,‖ he said.

Blagg explained that the volleyball team is made up of a
tight-knit group of talented players, making it easy to develop a positive team dynamic.
―I would describe the team dynamic as fun yet focused because there are many returning players and we know each
other well,‖ Blagg said.
Goldberg agreed, saying, ―They’re a great group of guys. We
The Bulldog Reporter
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International
Guzmán Imprisonment in U.S.
Creates Drug Cartel Power
Vacuum

erful in the country. It has been perceived as the most recent
victor of the country’s drug wars.

From there, López was integrated into the cartel hierarchy as a
trusted ally of Guzmán, who became a father-figure of sorts to
López. López’s faction has already taken over Sinaloa which has
also been dubbed ―the cradle of the Mexican drug trade,‖ evidenced by its contribution to 2,152 homicides since January of
2017, more deaths than occurred in Chicago so far this year by
a ratio of eight-to-one.

―It is impossible to know what to expect from Trump on drug
assistance because his remarks have been vague and contradictory so far,‖ stated Hope. Hope and others believe that Mexico
must take responsibility to stop the conflict and violence. ―We
are still dealing with many of the same structural problems in
Mexico, such as ineffective police and a weak justice system.
Every time it appears progress has been made, we see another
swell in violence.‖

―One of the reasons that the Sinaloa Cartel has survived so long
is a decentralized leadership structure with close personal and
family ties among the top players,‖ said Alejandro Hope, an
By: Paul Frank
independent security analyst in Mexico who helped locate and
capture Guzmán. ―It has enabled them to go on functioning
when other organizations have collapsed. However, that closeThe absence of the Mexican drug kingpin Joaquín ―El Chapo‖
ness appears to be disintegrating without the elder Guzmán in
Guzmán has, as expected, created a major power vacuum within
control.‖
his organization, leading to a massive turf war between the rivaling factions south of the border.
It is expected that the rift between the factions will escalate further as it is believed that López’s group is likely cooperating
Rosita Méndez, one resident of Culiacán, the capital of the state
with sworn rivals of Guzmán to seize power from the kingpin’s
of Sinaloa (the primary location of Guzmán’s business), lost her
sons. Jorge Kawas, a security risk analyst in Monterrey, the capieldest son in the turf war this past February and described the
tal of a northeastern Mexican state, reported: ―It’s suspected
daily conflicts, saying, ―It is a nightmare, but one we have lived
that López has forged an alliance with the Jalisco New Generamany times before.‖
tion Cartel, a breakaway organization that once functioned as a
paramilitary wing of El Chapo’s group and is now competing
The Mexican Defense Secretary, Salvador Cienfuegos, acknowl- with them for trafficking routes and territory… Adding western
edged and confirmed the power vacuum at a recent news conMexico will be a vital part of the turf war as it serves as a vital
ference. ―It appears that we are seeing a generational transition pipeline for marijuana, heroin, cocaine, and meth shipments.‖
from El Chapo to his sons. It is the greatest such power shift
within the organization for many years, and hell is breaking
The spike in violence and the power vacuum comes amidst
loose as a result,‖ he said.
fraught relations between Mexico and the United States.
President Trump has threatened to completely withdraw from
One of the factions within El Chapo’s cartel has begun to back the War on Drugs unless Mexico pays for the border wall, a deal
Dámaso López, who allegedly killed Guzmán’s sister and inthat Mexican President Nieto characterized as ―literal blackjured his two adult sons in a shootout this past February.
mail‖ and a sign of ―poor faith from the United States.‖ Since
Dámaso López is a former state police official from Alexandria, 2008, the U.S. has provided $1.6 billion in security assistance to
Virginia who was working at the maximum security prison
Mexico as part of a deal negotiated by then-President George
where El Chapo escaped from in 2001.
W. Bush.

The other major faction is the Cartel of the Pacific also known
as the ―Sinaloa Cartel‖ which is Mexico’s oldest major drug
trafficking organization and is widely regarded as the most powPage 8
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Turkish and Saudi Officials Accuse
Iran of Supplying Yemen Separatists

end to extremism.‖

These comments were as a result of an appeal delivered from the Iranian
foreign minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif, that was meant as a message of
By: Paul Frank
unity for Arab Gulf states to work with Iran to reduce violence across the
region. Zarif said, ―We have enough problems in this region already, so we
Saudi Arabia demanded at the Munich Security Conference in March
2017 that Iran should be punished, saying that Iranian officials, including want to start a dialogue with countries we call brothers of Islam.‖
President Rouhani, ―propped up‖ the Syrian government by arming and
funding separatists in Yemen.
Zarif also dismissed the ideas expressed from the Saudi and Turkish officials saying that Iran would never seek to manufacture nuclear weapons
and that any suggestion of a ―secret manufacturing‖ facility for WMDs is a
Adel al-Jubeir, the Saudi foreign minister, addressed concern during the
conference, stating, ―Iran remains the single main sponsor of terrorism in ―load of malarkey.‖
the world. It’s determined to upend the order in the Middle East … [and]
until and unless Iran changes its behaviour, it would be very difficult to
deal with a country like this.‖

However, a bipartisan coalition led by U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham said
it was preparing legislation to further sanction Iran for violating the UN
Security Council resolutions with its missile development programme and
a series of other militaristic actions. ―It is now time for Congress to take
Also, al-Jubeir stressed that the international community needs to set clear
Iran on directly in terms of what they’ve done outside the nuclear pro―red lines‖ in order to ―completely halt Iran’s actions‖ by placing restricgramme,‖ Graham announced at the Munich Security Conference.
tions on banking, travel, and trade with Iran. After the conference, the
Israeli defense minister, Avigdor Lieberman, confirmed the Saudis’ fears.
Also, Senator Christopher Murphy, Democratic, member of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, stated that the U.S. needs to decide
He said that the ―ultimate objective‖ of the Iranian government was to
whether to take a broader role in regional conflict, saying, ―We have to
―completely undermine Saudi Arabia.‖ Lieberman, as a result of this informake a decision whether we are going to get involved in the emerging
mation, called for a dialogue to be established between Israel and Arab
proxy war in a bigger way than we are today, between Iran and Saudi Aranations to destroy the radical elements within their regions. ―The real
division is not Jews, Muslims, and Christians; rather, it’s moderate people bia.‖
versus radical people,‖ he said.
The coalition, formed about a year ago after international sanctions, were
lifted off of Iran under a nuclear deal with several nations, one of which
Meanwhile, the Turkish foreign minister, Mevlut Cavusoglu, also began to
being the deal negotiated by former Secretary of State John Kerry. Howcriticize Iran’s ―sectarian policy‖ aimed at undermining Bahrain and Saudi
ever, the bipartisan coalition, who also spoke at the conference, implied
Arabia. Cavusoglu also expressed a sense of solidarity against Iran, declarthat they would press for new US measures over the issue of Iran’s possesing, ―Turkey is very much against any kind of division, religious or sectarsion of missiles and Iran’s actions to ―destabilize‖ the Middle East.
ian, and is willing to work with all Arab governments to finally bring an

America’s Place in the World
By: Sanskar Agrawal
In this huge world composed of many countries, there is only one
country that stands out. That country is, arguably, the world's superpower: the United States of America.
Its place as seemingly the world’s superpower is to look over all
events that are taking place around the globe while at the same
time not undermining another nation's sovereignty. Tragedies
such as terrorist attacks and shootings occur on U.S soil and are
returned with legislation, militarism, and, eventually, war.

world's major superpowers, is associated around the globe as a
beacon of hope and protector during times of crises. President
Trump’s feelings have also been mentioned by the comments on
NATO that he deems NATO obsolete, and that nations should
pay a fair share for their protection. This further shows Trump’s
denial to lead the world and acceptance of the role as president for
America only.
This leads to a major problem of who is leading the world. For
many years, there has always been a country that has appeared as
the world super power which takes on the responsibility of leading
the world onward in progress.
At this point all eyes are on America and the actions of the president of the world’s great superpower. Many playing the game of
cause and effect are wondering what the U.S will do next.

The current president of the United States, Donald Trump, has
recently signed executive orders to ban immigrants from specific
Muslim countries in an attempt to prevent terrorists from entering Decades ago, Great Britain was the symbol of the world, leading a
the country.
large empire and the world into a new era of industrialization and
imperialism. Now that task has been given to the United States,
which causes many to wonder: what will happen next? Will the
On the other hand, he has specifically stated that he ―only repreUnited States step up to the plate? Or will it stay in the dugout?
sents America,‖ not the world. Yet, America, being one of the
The Bulldog Reporter
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Op-ed
Intelligence Committee investigation of
Russian involvement in the 2016 election
should compile a full report. Public confidence in our democratic system demands a
full accounting that defuses conspiracy
At the age of 70 and after about 40 years in theories. The endless tug of war of anonythe public eye, Trump is unlikely to change mous leaks and wild speculation only poisons the climate more, emboldening the
Since Donald Trump first won the Republi- who he is. But the more Trump is encourworst instincts on all sides, and breeding
aged or forced to be 'State of the Union
can nomination, there's been a constant
mistrust between policymakers and the
mantra used for his critics: "Don't normal- Trump,' and discouraged from unnecessary intelligence community. Democrats should
panics and controversies, the better for all
ize Trump." Everyone around the world
die down on the resistance rhetoric and try
parties involved.
recognizes that President Trump is not
to avoid public upheavals over every tweet
"normal." Some of his abnormalities are
as it will only lead to more mindless tweets.
good: he wants to clear "the swamp" of
Trump inner-circle radicals such as the
Save the party-unifying attacks for the legisD.C., its corruption, fictions, occasional
White House chief strategist, Steve Bannon, lation.
arrogant denizens, and their situational
see a political advantage in provoking enddisdain for the choices of citizens.
less controversy to counter their own while
The media should call out dishonesty and
Democrats may think that the same dynamic would help them. Both groups may insanity when Trump forces Spicer and the
However, he is also a walking, breathing
Republican Leadership to defend the indebe correct; the two previous Democratic
human-embodiment of the rejection of
fensible, but don't let it swallow the news of
more important virtues, such as separation presidents capitalized on conflicts that
what the White House is actually doing.
helped the other party capture Congress
of powers, the value of truth, the virtue of
Get Sean Spicer to talk about things he can
learned expertise, education, modesty, sim- while painting themselves as their party's
explain without using "alternative facts" and
only hope. However, Trump is still the
ple decency towards one's fellow men and
that cause the real Washington to debate in
women, and some would even say the rule president, and encouraging his worst inan ordinary sense; remind people that the
stincts while paralyzing the government is
of law. He's a very large bull in a massive
government isn't a reality TV show.
bad for the country as a whole.
china shop.

Let’s Make America
Normal Again

want to make you poor and pathetic! We
have all their white papers. They hate you!
They hate prosperity! They hate God! They
hate children! God damn them to hell!"

By: Paul Frank

The first way to encourage normalcy would
be to fully staff Trump's administration.
Trump is behind on appointing staff and
keeping them out of the public spotlight.
The Senate can prioritize confirming those
people who get nominated, especially national security and foreign policy appointees, in the same fashion that they did for
Trump's pick for Administrator of the CenHowever, despite this "presidential" reaction ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services,
Seema Verma, after the draft of Trumpcare
from the press, Trump resorted to an abnormal form on Twitter. He tweeted about was released. A full bureaucracy will give
Trump more briefings, more executive orbeing wiretapped by President Obama, a
ders to sign, more decisions to make, and
claim with no basis other than things he
read on Breitbart (a news organization that leave him with less time and energy for kicking beehives.
has released stories such as "Birth Control
Makes Women Unattractive and Crazy,‖)
and heard from Alex Jones, a man who
Next, Senate Republicans and Democrats’
once infamously said: "Hillary and Obama
Trump's address to a joint session of Congress proved that he can pretend to be normal if he puts his mind to it. His tone was
widely viewed as "presidential", and much
of the speech could have easily been
switched out with one from one of the
Bush presidents with modest alterations.
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In encouraging Trump to be normal, party
lines should fade. Republicans don't have to
give up their personal ambitions of using
this moment to tame the administrative
state while Democrats don't have to stop
opposing Republican priorities they fundamentally disagree with, such as tax cuts.
Trump's voters wanted changes, and he has
managed to break bipartisan conventional
wisdom on the issues of trade, immigration,
foreign policy, and transgender rights. However, the constant atmosphere of constant
crisis and hyperbole is bad for the remaining mental health of the nation and could
lead us places we find it hard to return
from. So, everyone, let's make America normal again.
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What is an American?
By: Sanskar Agrawal
What is an American? Too many people may say it is simply a
person who lives in America. Though that is only one aspect of
the definition.
To be an American means to be in a country with shared values
and principles. Shared values of freedom, democracy, and equal
rights are just some of the few things that make up where an
American lives.
An American lives in a country of representation and, most importantly, unity. They have a job to uphold the principles of democracy. Such a citizen must keep an eye on the government,
not the other way around, and make sure the representatives
represent the people and not themselves. Most importantly every
person also has an equal chance at life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.
Each citizen of United States is also given equal treatment, and
therefore has the responsibility of providing the same to others
regardless of race, religion, creed, sexual orientation, etc. Such
rules are all outlined by the document that makes up the United
States’ current justice system: the Constitution.

You Are Irrational
By: Anna Salvatore
Let’s pretend that you’re a huge Philadelphia
Eagles fan. You’re such a big fan that you were
one of the first to hop on the Carson Wentzwagon. You trash talk the Giants fans on your
bus, and you defend your honor when they
bring up Super Bowl titles. You cry salty tears
every time you see Shady McCoy in a Bills uniform. You’re even willing to spend an hour on
I-95 and navigate the harsh wilderness of the
stadium parking lot to witness a game in real
life. You also fervently believe that the Eagles
will win the Super Bowl next year.

Unfortunately that is changing with hate crimes rising as our
new president, Donald Trump takes office. There have also been
some recent events, such as Donald Trump trying to bar Muslims
from entering the country, that affects the integrity of the United
States and what it stands for. Though not is all lost, as many
citizens have risen up to protest against Trump’s Muslim ban.
With these protests, the ban has been taken down, but the fight
still rages on as a new one is suppose to be put in its place. That
too has failed with some states rising up to challenge it. It has
come to the point of being a miniature civil war with the president’s interests versus the citizens of the country.
Many stereotypical thinkers probably may associate Americans as
self-indulgent, disrespectful, and culturally insensitive due to
many of the events occurring, basing it off the actions of the current president.
These people are truly mistaken. Such traits do not define Americans for it can be shown with each person having the Constitution within them, the rules in their mind, used in every conversation and decision. Such distinction can even be seen in the massive protests throughout the country regarding equality for all.

question.‖ Since you believe the negative articles
about the Eagles are not objective, you gain
even more confidence in your own opinions.
There is simply no way for you to lose. Either
you delight in articles that predict success, or
you resist counterarguments and further bolster
your predictions.
The plight of this Eagles fan is a perfect example
of confirmation bias. Simply put, confirmation
bias is the practice of interpreting new evidence
as confirmation of your own beliefs.

love a certain product, such as a McDonald’s
Shamrock Shake, they are more likely to overpay for stock in that company. Even if the
stock’s value is dropping, investors may overlook this evidence in favor of supporting the
company.
Confirmation bias clearly prevents you from
rationally analyzing facts, but that’s no reason to
lose hope. You are capable of changing your
thought process if you put in the effort (and
follow the three steps below).

When you read the previous sentence, you
How to protect yourself from confirmation bias:
probably thought, ―That can’t be me. I am a ra1. Acknowledge that it exists and undertional thinker who carefully analyzes the facts before
stand its effects
making decisions.” Unfortunately, you are dead
2. Seek out information that is contradicThe Eagles may not be a particularly good team, wrong. Nearly everyone practices confirmation bias in
tory to your beliefs
their daily lives.
but you are absolutely positive that they are
going to hoist the Lombardi trophy next Febru3. Spend time with people who disagree
ary. In order to confirm your beliefs, you read
with you
Students may surround themselves with likeevery Eagles fan website and search out news
minded people, or only follow certain viewarticles that predict playoff success for the Eapoints on social media. This leads to a bubble of
gles. When you come across articles that contra- ideas where arguments are constantly reinforced If you follow the steps above, you will get better
at counteracting the effects of confirmation
dict your beliefs – articles predicting the regular without objective analysis. Doctors may diagbias. It will take time, and it will be difficult to
season demise of the Eagles – you fall prey to
nose a patient seconds after meeting them. Aladjust to hearing different viewpoints, but one
the Backfire Effect.
though this may sound cool and Sherlockian, it day, you will become an objective thinker. Until
can be dangerous if doctors get attached to the that day arrives, you will continue to think irradiagnosis and subconsciously dismiss data that
This is a situation when ―corrections actually
tionally.
suggests a different diagnosis. When investors
increase misperceptions among the group in
The Bulldog Reporter
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Puzzle
Portmanteau

Lachrymose

Middlescence

Abstemious

Syncretism

Thaumaturgy

Imprecate

Objurgation

Weltanschauung

Kapellmeister

Luculent

Beleaguer

Transpontine

Veridical

Oligopsony

Temerarious

Maelstrom

Auriferous

Factitious

Obfuscate

By: Nancy McKeon

Really Hard Puzzle Because People Kept Telling Me They Were
Too Easy

Nosocomial
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Student Hands in Assignment Six
Months Late

“Gatsby is obsessed with Daisy. It‟s creepy.
His heart is broken, so he tries to patch it together again with parties and drinking and
By: Ruth Wyckoff
looking at the green light which is her house
but he can never recover. It‟s like in that song
On September 19th, 2016, Ms. Wepam asby 3 Doors Down, „Here Without You‟ when it
signed her class an essay on The Great
says „I'm here without you baby / But you're
Gatsby, due that Friday, the 23rd. Jeremey
still on my lonely mind. / I think about you
Prutty handed in his essay on March 10th.
When asked why he finally decided to do the baby and I dream about you all the time.‟ I
essay he had been procrastinating on for half love that song. Also, Nick, is an interesting,
character, because he is, really dynamic, my
a year, he said “I just thought I should bring
my first marking period grade up a little bit. It research finds. In conclusion, with this book,
Fitzgerald argues that love is love is love is
was kind of low.”
love. Also, when metaphorically you are in
Ms. Wepam, upon receiving the long awaited love with someone, you should tell them.”
Gatsby analysis, was awestruck. “I was so
Ms. Wepam commented on the essay saying
surprised when he gave it to me,” she said,
“that I spilled my coffee all over myself.” Usu- “It was definitely a courageous choice to
ally, she only accepts late assignments for up quote 3 Doors Down in a formal essay. I also
worry that he may not understand how to use
to the end of the marking period when they
a comma, or what metaphors are. But I‟m
were assigned, but she decided to make an
acception for Prutty. “It‟s just that, if he does- sure he will get a C.”
n‟t get at least a 75% on this essay, he will
fail out of the course. I really, really don‟t want Best of
luck, Jerto have him in my class again next year.”
emy!
With so much time to complete his essay, we
at the Hindquarter wanted to know if it was a
C level paper, so we managed to get access
to document. Here is an excerpt:

Students Form Indifference Club
By: Theo Evans

According to member Phoebe Jones, “I joined because,
like, why not, you know? I‟m not going to the meetings or
anything.”

After noticing that most school clubs require students to
care, junior Patrick Wallace founded the Hopewell Valley
Indifference Club.

At the club‟s first meeting on Tuesday, nobody showed
up.

At the club‟s second meeting on Friday, three students
“From Feminism Club to Young Republicans Club, our
entered
the room at various times, shrugged, and left. All
school has many opportunities for students to engage,”
three
plan
to include the club on their college applications.
said Wallace. “Indifference Club is our first opportunity to
not engage. Not that it matters, though. I don‟t really care.”
Indifference Club meetings are held on a weekday, in
some room, probably. Anyone interested in the club is not
Many students have been unexcited to hear about the
welcome. Anyone uninterested is free to join.
new club.

Senior Visits 458th College
By Bobbie Armstrong

lumbus, Ohio, who visited Ohio State with his daughter,
does say he remembers seeing a “blur running down the
halls. I couldn‟t really tell if it was an actual person or not,
but after the blur past, one of the free t-shirts was gone. I
thought that was suspicious.”

Senior Alexis Mallory has reportedly visited 458 colleges in
the last few months, but still has no idea where she will
Mallory was unable to confirm whether she was in fact the
end up in the fall.
blur that Smith saw at Ohio State. “I don‟t really remember
anything from the past few months,” Mallory said. “Lots of
“I want to get an idea of what‟s out there,” Mallory told the
cafeteria food, and screaming sorority girls, but that‟s
Hindquarter. “I didn‟t want to commit to a school without
about it.”
first checking out all my options.”
The search began when Mallory applied to 460 colleges,
and after only being rejected by two, she realized she still
had plenty of options. She spent the next few months visiting hundreds of colleges every weekend. No one is quite
sure how she was able to pull it off. Witnesses at the various admitted student events were not able to remember
anyone matching her description. Dave Smith, from Co-

The many colleges Mallory has visited include every state
school in the country, Miami University of Ohio, California
University of Pennsylvania, and Harvard University of Nebraska.
Currently, Mallory is in the process of visiting all 458
schools again to jog her memory.
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