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State AA Basketball

Freshman Impact is May 9
Parents—Freshman Impact isn’t just for
students. You are invited to the Parent Impact
session whether you have a freshman student or
not.
Come to a Freshman Impact program to learn
some of the risk-taking behaviors facing your
teenager today and ways to talk effectively with
your teen about peer pressure and the issues they
may be facing. Open communication with your
teenager is the number one way to be involved
and prevent the dangers of risk-taking behaviors.

The Douglas Freshman Impact program on May
9 is at Douglas High School. Starting at 9:00
a.m., professionals from the legal, law
enforcement, counseling and health fields will
provide valuable information to parents on legal
consequences, current drug abuse trends, social
media, sexting, cyberbullying, and teen suicide
awareness.
Community members should be aware there will
be emergency response personnel and vehicles
present throughout the day.

The Douglas Patriots boys’ basketball team and
cheerleaders had a phenomenal season. The
Patriots beat Brandon Valley to qualify for the
State AA Tournament for the first time in
school history. The 1996 Patriot team, led by
Coach Steve Anderson, won the Class A title,
and the school has not qualified for the state
tournament since then. The 2018 tournament
was held in Sioux Falls where the Patriots fell to
Rapid City Central and then came back strong
to defeat Sioux Falls Lincoln and Sioux Falls
O’Gorman to take the Consolation
Championship trophy. Junior Dylan Pourier
led his team in scoring and earned All
Tournament Team honors. 2017-18 marks
Head Coach Travis Miller’s 6th season with the
Patriots.

PATRIOT ELEMENTARY
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
AND SCREENING FOR 2018-2019
SCHOOL YEAR
April 10th – April 13th, 2018
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Please call Badger Clark at 605-923-0080 or Francis
Case at 605-923-0070 to schedule your appointment.
**Child MUST be present for Registration and
Screening.**
Eligibility for Kindergarten:
Child must be age 5 on or before September 1, 2018.
Documents REQUIRED to register:
Certified birth certificate - Hospital/physician
certificates or passports cannot be accepted.

Cat in the Hat Mrs.
Clark & Mrs. Mitchell
delivered popcorn to
classrooms in Francis
Case as a reward for
students reading
2000 books.

In Honor of the
Lorax during Dr.
Seuss week Francis
Case Office Staff
sported their
Mustache!!

Immunization records
Proof of Residency – District Policy requires a
signed rental/lease agreement, mortgage/
homeownership papers, or EAFB housing letter as
proof. If you cannot produce any of these
documents, please call the Badger Clark office to
discuss your situation. Current Proof of Residency
must be presented even if you have other children
in the district. Utility bills or other mail CANNOT
be accepted as proof.
Photo ID of parent/guardian
REGISTRATION AND SCREENING WILL NOT BE
COMPLETED WITHOUT THESE DOCUMENTS AND
IT IS THE PARENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO BRING
THEM TO THE APPOINTMENT.

Children at Francis Case enjoyed Pajama
Day in celebration of Read Across America
and Dr. Seuss Day! We had a building goal
to read 2,000 books, which we exceeded
and everyone was rewarded with a popcorn
party at the end of the day!

Students celebrated the 100th day of
school by dressing like they were 100
years old! It took us a long time to hobble
down the hall!

This school year Team M-PWR students have been
exploring topics of their own interest. Several of the
learners were invited over to the high school where
they were able to meet up with high school student
experts in the areas of woodworking, pottery, and
robotics. They worked together with the high school
students and teachers to learn more and create
projects.

Douglas School District Childcare/Preschool, Before/After School,
and Happy Days Preschool Programs Registration
2018-2019 School Year
Registration for Childcare, Happy Days Preschool, Before/After School Care programs will
open to the public starting on Tuesday, April 3, 2018 at the Carrousel office at 421 Don
Williams Dr. Box Elder, SD. Programs fill quickly and once they are full, a waiting list will be
started. A $25.00 non-refundable registration fee, per family, is due at the time of registration. This
fee is applied toward the first month’s tuition. Tuition is due by the 21st of the month prior to the
month of service. We accept cash or check for payments. Call the Carrousel School Office at 9230090 for more information. *Rates are subject to change. Program offerings for next year are subject
to change or discontinuance if enrollment is limited.
CHILDCARE PROGRAM is designed to offer services to meet the needs of community
families by providing quality care for children ages three years six months and until they are eligible
to start kindergarten. The childcare operating hours are 7:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. following the
regular Douglas School calendar. Licensed by the South Dakota Department of Social Services, the
professional staff provides the best possible early childhood experiences, which includes a
preschool curriculum as part of their day. Children are eligible for enrollment six months after their
third birthday. A birth certificate and current shot records are needed to register your child.
HAPPY DAYS PRESCHOOL is for children ages three years six months to five years. The
professional staff provides developmentally appropriate kindergarten readiness activities and make
learning fun. The intellectually challenging curriculum will enhance social, emotional, cognitive, and
fine and gross motor growth. A birth certificate and current shot records are needed to register your
child.
The BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM is licensed by the South Dakota Department of
Social Services and is designed for children in kindergarten-fifth grade. Currently, Badger Clark
students attend the program in the Carrousel School; Francis Case students attend the program in
the Francis Case School; and fourth and fifth grade students attend the program at Vandenberg. A
snack is served after school and various activities are provided under the supervision of a qualified
site coordinator.
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Students learned about Dental Health with a
visit from the dentists at EAFB. They practiced
flossing with a life sized example!

A professor of Meteorology and four of his
graduate students from the School of Mines
presented on weather. They talked to our 3rd
grade students about severe weather hazards,
how to stay safe during them, and the weather
tools we use to measure and predict weather.

The 3rd grade students at Patriot ElementaryBadger Clark worked together as a team to
complete their STEM projects. They had to
build a catapult using only popsicle sticks,
rubber bands, and a spoon. They practiced
launching a cotton ball, and were given time
to make changes to their design. Finally, we
launched all of the catapults to see which one
was most effective, and we talked as a class as
to why some worked better than others.

The students at Patriot Elementary
School-Badger Clark listened to the
Dental Health presentation on oral
hygiene for Dental Health Month.

The 3rd grade students at Patriot Elementary-Badger
Clark, celebrated the end of their Opinion Writing
unit with 2nd grade. The 2nd graders listened to
speeches that the 3rd graders had written and
recorded on their iPads. The 3rd graders shared a
petition piece they had written, and the 2nd graders
signed their petitions if they agreed with them.
Finally, the 3rd graders shared a newspaper article
they wrote persuading others to change their mind
on certain world wide issues like smoking, pollution,
and bullying.

A ranger from Mt. Rushmore presented on “Lakota
Culture Through Storytelling” to the 3rd graders.
The students learned life lessons through Lakota
storytelling, listened to Lakota songs, and learned
certain words in Lakota like: numbers, shapes,
colors, and animals.

The 3rd grade students at Patriot Elementary School
– Badger Clark participated in their Around the
World Writing Celebration. They had to select a
country, research their chosen focus areas, create a
book with three chapters, and add photographs with
text features. They celebrated the country books
they created with their 2nd grade buddies.

Fourth graders at Vandenberg want everyone
to celebrate National School Nurse Day this
year on May 9. Here are a few gems from
their essays about Vandenberg’s school
nurse, Mrs. Cookie.
“Can you imagine what school would be
like without a nurse? I can’t. It would be
madness: bloody arms, bruised legs, and
crying! So this is why we have school nurses.”
“Nurse Cookie works very hard because
she has to go to two different schools. Nurse
Cookie is nice, helpful, kind, respectful,
thoughtful, wonderful, and friendly. She
helps kids when they are hurt and have a
scrape or a broken leg. She helps a lot of kids
who are sick, are in pain, have a wiggly tooth,
or a bloody nose.”
“Last month, one time it was snowing out
and I was running to get to the sidewalk and
I slipped on the mush and I hit my elbow on
the hard concrete. It got really swollen. It
hurt a lot. After we got in from recess, I went
to the nurse’s office and she checked it. Then
I got an ice pack and now it is better. That’s
why we have school nurses. It would be hard
to live without them.”
“Healthy children learn better. School
nurses make it happen. School nurses are so
nice. School nurses help you get well.”
“I don’t go to the nurse often, but when I
do, I always say, “thank you,” and that can
make her day. So when you stop by the
nurse, say, “Thank you, and have a nice day!”

7th grade library student aide: Caitlynn Poirier in
front of her book talk bulletin board featuring the
book and major motion picture: A W rinkle in
Time by Madeleine L’Engle. The story focuses on
Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace,
and Calvin O'Keefe (one of the most popular boys
in school) as they journey through time and space
in search of Meg's father, a scientist who
disappeared while engaged in secret work for the
government on the tesseract problem. What's a
tesseract? It's a wrinkle in time--but to say any
more about the subject would rob the reader of the
enjoyment of Madeleine L'Engle's unusual and
enchanting book. A W rinkle in Time is the winner
of the 1963 Newbery Medal. It is the first book in
The Time Quintet, which consists of A Wrinkle in
Time, A Wind in the Door, A Swiftly Tilting Planet,
Many Waters, and An Acceptable Time; we have
the entire series at the DMS Library so check it
out.

8th grade library student aide: Caleb Misselt shows
off his book talk bulletin board featuring “The Diary
of a Wimpy Kid” series by Jeff Kinney. The 12
book series by Jeff Kinney includes “Diary of a
Wimpy Kid,” “Rodrick Rules,” “The Last Straw,”
“Dog Days,” “The Ugly Truth, Cabin Fever,” “The
Third Wheel,” “Hard Luck,” “The Long Haul,”
“Old School,” “Double Down,” “Do-It-Yourself
Book.” “Diary of a Wimpy Kid:” (Book 1) Greg
Heffley finds himself thrust into a new year and a
new school where undersize weaklings share the
corridors with kids who are taller, meaner and
already shaving. Desperate to prove his new found
maturity, which only going up a grade can bring,
Greg is happy to have his not-quite-so-cool
sidekick, Rowley, along for the ride. See what
happens in each new adventure and check out all 12
at the DMS Library.

Douglas High School Debate

7th grade library student aide: Jeffrey Ryan presents
his book talk bulletin board showcasing “The Giver”
series by Lois Lowry. “The Giver” is set in a future
society which is at first presented as a utopian
society and gradually appears more and more
dystopian; therefore, it could be considered antiutopian. The novel follows a boy named Jonas
through the twelfth year of his life. The society has
eliminated pain and strife by converting to
"Sameness," a plan which has also eradicated
emotional depth from their lives. Jonas is selected to
inherit the position of "Receiver of Memory," the
person who stores all the memories of the time
before Sameness, in case they are ever needed to aid
in decisions that others lack the experience to make.
When Jonas meets the Giver, he is confused in many
ways. The Giver is also able to break some rules,
such as turning off the speaker and locking his door.
As Jonas receives the memories from the previous
receiver the "Giver" he discovers the power of
knowledge. The people in his community are happy
because they don't know of a better life but with the
knowledge of what they are missing out on it could
create chaos. He faces a dilemma: Should he stay
with the community, his family living a shallow life
without love, color, sound and knowledge or should
he run away to where he can live a full life? You
can find “The Giver” series at the DMS Library.

8th grade student library aide: Emma Anderson is seen
here in front of her book talk bulletin board featuring
“The Ember” series by Jeanne DuPrau. In the first three
books of Ember, young people in a future world face the
fear of impending war, seek escape from a decaying
underground city, and work to help immigrants make a
home in a city stretched to its limits in the wake of the
disaster. Interested in the City of Ember? Check out this
series today at the DMS Library.

The season for the Douglas High School Debate
team is coming to an end. This year, DHS
Debaters placed 1st or 2nd at many tournaments.
The team was officially recognized by The
National Speech and Debate Association as
placing in the top 21% of all schools in the nation.
The Debate team recently competed at the
National Qualifying Tournament in Spearfish,
SD. Pearl Taylor made it into the finals in
Program Oral Interpretation. This is the first
time a Freshman at DHS has made to the finals.
Hanna Hill, Sophomore, was a finalist in Original
Oratory and Extemporaneous Speaking.
Alexandra Walters, Junior, was a finalist in
Informative Speaking, placing 4th overall and will
assume the alternate position for the National
Tournament. For the 3rd year in a row, Douglas
High School will be represented on the national
stage.

Congratulations to Seniors, Ireland Larsen and
Jae Fletcher. Larsen will compete in LincolnDouglas debate for the second year in a row.
Fletcher will compete in the World-School
Debate Forum. The National Speech and Debate
Tournament will be held in Ft. Lauderdale,
Florida this summer.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS
VOLUNTEERS

Five Douglas High School cheerleaders
volunteered to assist with the Special Olympics
event held at the South Dakota School of Mines
& Technology on March 9th. The Patriots are
in the middle back row from L to R: Maddie
Gaughan, Abbie Maxon, Angie Kalal, Dakota
Parks and Kalea Hahm.

DOUGLAS ROBOTICS TEAM

The Douglas Robotics Teams are learning
valuable problem solving and technology skills
while competing across the state.
Groton Competition results: DHS Boys Team
made the semifinals - Ranked 7th
DHS Girls Team made the finals - Ranked 13th
DMS Team made the Finals - Ranked 12th
The Robotics Teams are part of the DHS
Industrial Tech Club, coached by Jason Boeding
and Monty Vaughn.

DHS Wrestling
Congratulations to the DHS
Patriot wrestlers! The
following wrestlers placed
at the Black Hills
Conference Tournament:
Payton DeWitt 2nd place,
106 lbs; William George 1st
place, 113 lbs; Sherman
Taber 1st place, 120 lbs;
Jackson Wilson 3rd place,
126 lbs; Devyn Swezey 2nd
place, 132 lbs; Colton
Jackson 1st place, 145 lbs; Mason
Finsterwalder 3rd place, 220 lbs.
Four Patriot wrestlers qualified for the State
A Wrestling Tournament in Sioux Falls:
William George, 113 lbs; Sherman Taber, 120
lbs; Isiah DuBray, 132 lbs; Colton Jackson,
145 lbs. William George placed 2nd in his
weight division and Colton Jackson placed 7th
in his division at State. The State Wrestling
Tournament was February 23-24, 2018. The
Patriot Wrestlers are coached by Sean
Gholson, Dan Maciejczak, and Jeff Wilson.

The Douglas Robotics teams strode towards
meeting their year-end goals during the final
matches at the State Competition in
Harrisburg, SD. This season, the teams
competed in Rapid City, Groton, and
Chamberlain, SD. The teams have to compete
for skills or win in a local competition to
qualify for State. Three teams qualified: HS
Boys Team 99515A, HS Girls Team 99515B,
and MS Team 99515C. At these competitions,
students range from 6-12 graders who are
strategizing and competing throughout the day
for a chance to make it to the finals. The
winners of the finals then have an opportunity
to represent South Dakota at the World’s
Competition in Louisville, Kentucky. Our
Middle School team, in the first year of
competition, ended up 27 out of 30 teams. Our
high school boys team lost out in the first
round of finals, ranking 25th. Our girls team
lost out in the first round, ranking 6th. At the
end of the day, students learn much more than
robotics. Students learn science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) and, at
the same time, skills in leadership, teamwork,
sportsmanship and problem solving for the
future. All of our teams are sponsored by local
businesses and supported by the school district
in traveling to different competitions. Thank
you for your support: Rushmore Tramway,
First Interstate Bank, Olivier Real Estate, The
Cheap Seats, Kieffer Sanitation, ACDC
Automotive, and Antiques Refinishing & More.
The Robotics Team is coached by Jason
Boeding.

Douglas High School to Hold 56th Graduation Ceremony
Douglas High School will hold its 56th Annual Commencement on Sunday, May 27 at 2 p.m.
Activities begin on Friday, May 25 with a senior breakfast sponsored by parents. Breakfast will be
served at 7:30 a.m. in the Auxiliary Gymnasium, followed by a Senior Slide Show at approximately
8:30 a.m. in the Whitehead Gymnasium and an all school assembly to honor the seniors’ academic
achievements. The day will conclude with Baccalaureate held that evening at 7 p.m. in the Douglas
High School Theater.
Graduation is scheduled for Sunday, May 27 at Dave Broadie Field at Patriot Stadium. If the weather
in inclement, the ceremony will be moved inside to the Whitehead Gymnasium. Valedictorian Ria
Gualano and Salutatorian Kamryn Holmes will address those gathered.

Douglas High School 2018
Valedictorian & Salutatorian
Two DHS Seniors rose to the top academically and will
address the audience at this year’s graduation ceremony.
Ria Gualano has been named Valedictorian, while
Kamryn Holmes earned the honor of class Salutatorian.
Ria Gualano has been a member of the National Honor
Society. She has maintained a 4.0+ all four years thus,
always named to the Honor Roll. She was Freshman
Class President, Sophomore Class President and Student
Body President. She excelled athletically, triumphing as
State Champion in Competitive Swimming. She was
named the Boys and Girls Club of America Military
Youth of the Year and won the Miss South Dakota High
School America Pageant. Ria is a four-year DHS student
and the daughter of Gary and Lan Gualano of Rapid City.
She plans to attend College, majoring in Theatre with an
Acting Concentration and Creative Writing with a
concentration in Screenwriting/Fiction.
Salutatorian, Kamryn Holmes also has an impressive
Douglas High School record. She is 13-year Douglas
School District student, attending since Kindergarten.
She was a member of the Drama department her
freshman year and is a member of the National Honor
Society, and on the Honor Roll all four years. She was
awarded the Chemistry Department Award her Junior
Year. Kamryn plans to attend Black Hills State
University and major in Elementary Education and
pursue a minor in Psychology and Foreign Language.
She is the daughter of Sterling and Erin Holmes of Box
Elder.

DOUGLAS SENIOR IS SECOND
RISING STAR OF THE WEST
FINALIST

Douglas High School senior Ireland Larsen is
the second finalist in KEVN Black Hills FOX’s
Rising Star of the West scholarship contest.
Larsen competed with four other outstanding
Black Hills high school students the week of
February 12th on The SIX and on Black Hills
FOX News at 9.
Larsen’s commentary on the importance of
supporting education was rated the best of the
week by a combination of viewers on
www.blackhillsfox.com and a Black Hills FOX
panel of judges.

Douglas High School students enrolled in
Human Development 2 this semester are getting
hands on teaching experience with preschool
students at Carrousel School. Human
Development 2 is geared towards students who
are interested in careers that involve working
with children. Students learn about age specific
child development, state guidelines and
standards, and then apply what they have
learned by teaching a lesson they design
themselves. This partnership benefits the
preschool students as much as it does DHS
students. Robin Wilhelm, the preschool teacher,
has noted the positive influence that the high
schoolers have had on her students. The
preschoolers look forward to seeing the “big
kids” daily and are always excited for the next
lesson!

She will now be back on the air in April and
May, competing with the other three finalists
for a total of $7,500 in scholarship money from
Black Hills FOX and Granite Automotive The
winner will receive a $4,000 scholarship.

2018 DHS Cabaret

The Douglas High School Drama Department
participated in the State One-Act Play Festival at
Brandon Valley February 1-3. Alissa Wieman,
Jace Canaan, Seraphim Huetson, and Josh Hauf
all received Outstanding Individual Acting
medals for their character portrayals.

The DHS Music Department packed the house for
the 2018 Cabaret. The show highlighted the musical
talents of the Douglas music students including 20
solo performances and 25 ensemble numbers.
Senior, Ria Gualano, acted as M.C. for the
department fundraising event and kept the audience
engaged between acts on March 9th and 10th. Don’t
miss the DHS Spring Concert May 14th at 6:30 pm.
Below, the Melody Shop rocks the house with a
medley from “Hairspray.” Photo courtesy of Arnie
Jordan.

The Drama Department will present Jekyll &
Hyde the Musical written by Leslie Bricusse,
Frank Wildhorn, and Steve Cuden on April 26 at
4 p.m. and April 27 and 28 at 7 p.m. There are
some minor adult language and situations in the
production. Reserved seats are available for a $2
per seat donation to the DHS Drama Club. To
make reservations contact
Kevin.Plooster@k12.sd.us or call 923-0039.

Douglas Student Receives AFJROTC Flight
Academy Scholarship
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. – Lauren M. Bushman, a senior Air
Force Junior ROTC (AFJROTC) cadet at Douglas High School and the cadet group
commander of the South Dakota 61st AFJROTC Group (SD-061), has received a
scholarship to attend one of six partnering universities participating in a private
pilot license training program over the summer of 2018.
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Bushman is one of 120 AFJROTC cadets from around the world to receive this
scholarship from Headquarters AFJROTC, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, Alabama. More than 700
cadets applied for one of the 120 scholarships. There are more than 120,000 high school students enrolled in
AFJROTC at over 880 high schools in the U.S. and overseas. Next year, HQ AFJROTC expects to present
250 of these scholarships.
The scholarship covers transportation, room and board, academics and flight hours required to potentially
earn a private pilot license. The scholarship is valued at approximately $20,000.
The Flight Academy Scholarship Program is a new Air Force-level initiative in collaboration with the
commercial aviation industry to address the national civilian and military pilot shortage. AFJROTC has been
charged by the Air Force Aircrew Crisis Task Force to bring back the “luster of aviation” to high school
students and increase diversity in aviation fields.
Those who participate in the program do not incur a military commitment to the Air Force or other branch
of service, nor does completing the program guarantee acceptance into one of the military’s commissioning
programs.

The mission of AFJROTC is to develop citizens of character dedicated to serving their nation and
community, while instilling values of citizenship, service to the United States, personal responsibility and
sense of accomplishment. When looking to fill tomorrow’s career needs with the best candidates, there is
simply no better place for the nation to look than AFJROTC.
SD-061 has been a part of Douglas High School since 1971 and is the only AFJROTC program in South
Dakota. For more information contact Douglas High School’s principal, Mr. Bud Gusso or the Air Force
Junior ROTC department at Douglas High School, 923-0045.

Douglas High School students enrolled in both
Nutrition and Wellness and Advanced Foods and
Dietetics are getting ahead when it comes to jobs
in the food industry. This semester 35 students
were able to earn a South Dakota Food Handlers
Certificate through eFoodHandlers online. This
FDA-based food safety training is ANSI
accredited and is utilized by many businesses
nation wide. Normally this online training would
cost $10, but DHS was able to provide it to
students free of charge. Students will be able to
list the certification on applications, and it will
set them apart from other entry level applicants
when applying for jobs within the food industry.

Woods & Welding
This spring semester the students are gearing
up for their final show May 21-25, 2018.
During this show, professors from School of
Mines and Technology will be judging studentcreated projects based on creativity,
craftsmanship, design, quality, and
innovation. Career and Technical Education
(CTE) is growing in our high school with
multiple projects in woodworking, building
trades, welding, drafting, and robotics. Select
Seniors with these advanced CTE skills will be
competing in a competition known as Skills
USA hosted at Southeast Technical Institute in
Sioux Falls April 12-13.

Advance Welding

Students are learning concepts in engineering,
designing, and innovation. In order to create
these projects student must demonstrate their
skills in welding in completing a
bend test for certification.

Building Trade Class
Intro to Tech/Architect and
Construction/Drafting

Students are creating a greenhouse with
ventilated windows and stick framed
construction that supports an insulated
structure. Also, students are learning the
required skills such as electrical, drywall, and
framing to pursue careers in the trade industry
post-high school.

Halftime entertainment (dance) provided by
Fernando Bettelyoun at the State A basketball
tournament in Rapid City.

Students are focused on learning practical
skills such as using tools, running
equipment, and using technology. Along
with practical skills, students also learn and
perfect woodworking skills such as joinery
and dado cutting techniques. Students also
complete a beginner’s welding unit and
explore small engines.

Congratulations to the Melody Shop and the DHS
Pep Band. The Melody Shop was selected to sing
the national anthem at the State A Boys Basketball
tournament in Rapid City on March 15. The pep
band was chosen to be the "Band of the Day" at
the same tournament on March 16. Both groups
represented Douglas well!
It has been a very fun, productive
and engaging year in German
class. We are lucky to have Frau
Lida Shams-Mostofi in our
German classes as our German
teacher intern this year. Frau
Shams is one of 15 individuals
that were given the opportunity to
spend a school year at an
American school through a
prestigious scholarship from the PAD (Pedagogical
Exchange Service through the Cultural Ministerium of
Germany). She is a great addition to our program,
respected and appreciated by both her colleagues and
students. We don’t even want to think about her leaving
at the end of the school year.
The students in German class are currently learning
language through storytelling. They have done a great
job at increasing their listening comprehension, created
their own unique stories, and wrote amazing essays on
various topics. We are so impressed with their
progress! There is some great learning going on! Next,
German 1 and 2 students will be learning about SD
animals and their habitats through materials provided
by the Outdoor Campus West. We will look at different
furs, scat, and tracks. German 2 & 3 will participate in
the Cultural Expo on April 5 at the SDSM&T to learn
about the multicultural world we live in. Everyone is
welcome to visit our booth on Saturday, April 7 at
SDSM&T to taste German and other foods from around
the world. The annual Cultural Expo takes place in the
Ballroom from 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
STEM & German: Mrs. Martenson’ Biology and the
German 3 students are teaming up for an
environmental unit that combines local and global
perspectives on water pollution. As part of the unit,
students will visit the Sanford Underground Lab in Lead
followed by visiting local water sources in May.

Congratulations to
Seraphim Huetson!! Sera
auditioned for the 2018
South Dakota All State
Band and was
chosen! Only 19 flutes in
the entire state were
selected. Auditions for
All State Band are
rigorous and include a solo, etude, scales, sight
reading and a written term test. Sera, a DHS
senior, participated in the All State rehearsals
March 22-24. The final concert was at 4:00 pm
in the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center on March
24. Go to sdhsaa.com for more information.
The DHS Music Department's spring concert
will be held on May 14 at 6:30 pm in the high
school theater. All five groups will be
performing a variety of music. The concert is
free.
Several DHS musicians will be leaving for
California on May 15 and will return on May
20. The musicians will be participating in the
Disney On Stage program where they'll be
working with Disney recording professionals in
a soundstage. This experience is one of a
kind! Thank you to all of you who have
supported us through the many fundraisers we
conducted throughout the year!

The Patriot cheerleaders were named the
2018 Class AA Spirit of Six winners during
the boys’ tournament in Sioux Falls. The
cheerleaders, under the direction of Coach
Tina Parks, led a very enthusiastic cheering
section throughout the season and the state
tournament. We are so proud of our
Patriots!!

Thank you to Jason Boeding, Shannon Bonner, Monty Vaughn, and their students who welcomed second
grade students from Francis Case into their classrooms. These second graders indicated they had a strong
interest in robotics, pottery, and woodworking and proposed these subjects as the topics for their Passion
Hour Projects. Our high school students were great – welcoming, helpful, patient, and genuinely interested
in them. It has been awesome to see the students interact with each other. I cannot say enough good things
about our high school students. Thank you again to Jason, Shannon, and Monty; without you, this would not
have been possible.
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Board of Education Meetings
The 2017-18 meeting dates for the regular Board of
Education meetings will be the 2nd and 4th
Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m. with the
following exceptions: in July and December only
the first meeting of the month will be held. School
board meetings are held in the Library Conference
Room at Vandenberg Elementary School. Should a
board meeting fall on a school holiday, the meeting
will be held the following day. Board of Education
meeting minutes are available on the
District website.
The Board welcomes all patrons of the
Douglas School District to attend Board
Meetings!
NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY:
The Douglas School District does not discriminate in its
employment policies and practices, or in its educational
programs on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, age,
sex, disability, national origin, or ancestry.
Title IX concerns should be directed to the Asst.
Superintendent, Mrs. Debi Caskey, Douglas School
District, 400 Patriot Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Phone (605) 923-0000.
Inquiries concerning the application of Section 504 may
be referred to Ms. Joan Dunmire, Director of Special
Education Services, Douglas School District, 421 Don
Williams Drive, Box Elder, SD 57719.
Phone - (605) 923-0013.
For additional information contact the U.S. Department
of Education, Office for Civil Rights, 1010 Walnut
Street, 3rd Floor, Suite 320, Kansas City MO 64106.
Telephone: 816-268-0550,
Fax: 816-268-0599,
TDD: 800-877-8339,
email: OCR.KansasCity@ed.gov

