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Only the most qualified for the job
By Sean Harmon ’08 and Kevin
Guevara ’08
New Assistant Principal for Students
Mr. Kenneth Auer has selected former
Teaching Assistant Mr. Steve Borhi to
be Molloy’s new Administrative
Assistant for students after Mr. Auer’s
own promotion last month following the
retirement of Mr. James Lembo, the
former dean of students.
Mr. Borhi, a 1993 Molloy graduate
who has been at Molloy the past five
and a half years as both a T.A. and the
Boys Varsity B Basketball coach, is
excited about the opportunity but hopes
his promotion doesn’t change his
relationship with the students.
“I have developed good relationships
with many students over the years and
hope this promotion won’t get in the
way of that,” he said.
Mr. Auer selected Mr. Borhi to fill
his old job because of Mr. Borhi’s

experience working at Molloy.
Mr. Auer said Mr. Borhi will be an
excellent replacement because Mr.
Borhi is someone who really knows the
school’s system.
Asked if he thinks he will be as good
as the previous assistant dean, Mr. Auer
joked, “I hope so, but he has big shoes
to fill.”
Mr. Borhi’s new duties as assistant
dean include being in charge of late
detention and being the dean’s eyes and
ears throughout the school.
Senior Chelsea Lopez said of Mr.
Borhi’s promotion, “He’s been pretty
good as a T.A., so he should be a good
assistant dean.”
Sophomore Patrick Finneran
laughed, saying, “I hope he doesn’t give
out more detentions.”
The other T.A.’s were positive about
Mr. Borhi’s new job
Mr. Brendan Cloonan said of his

colleague, “I’m happy for Mr. Borhi
and believe he will be an excellent
replacement for Mr. Auer.”
Asked if a woman was considered
for the position becauseMolloy is now

By Chelsea Lopez ’08
For the first time in 40 years, a
Sophomore Retreat at Esopus was
snowed out.
The retreat,which was set for Dec.
14-16 but rescheduled for Jan. 11-13,
probably will be the only sophomore

retreat this yeardue to lack of interest,
Bro. John Raeihle said.
The bus company hired to transport
sophomores and faculty to the Marist
Retreat House could not guarantee it
could return to Esopus on Sunday Dec.
16 because the weather forecast

predicted a heavy snowfall.
Bro. John did not want to risk having
the sophomores stranded upstate for
another day, nor did he want to
jeopardize the safety of the students by
having them ride home in the snow.
The December retreat was

coed , Mr. Auer said it was discussed.
“It came up, but Mr. Borhi happened
to be the most qualified person at the
time we were appointing the new
assistant,” he said.

Jaclyn Spezzano chats with Mr. Steve Borhi. (Photo by Allie Reisch)

Soph Retreat postponed due to snow
rescheduled for the only dates available
for the rest of the year at the Marist
Brothers retreat house and the Stanners
were very lucky to get it, Bro. John said.
Some sophomores weren’t too
happy about the new date and 12 had
to drop out due to other commitments.
Sophomore Melissa Kump opted to
go on the retreat despite it being a
difficult decision due to the fact that one
of her friends had a Sweet 16 party that
weekend.
Kump said she decided to go on the
retreat anyway because, “I love
Esopus, and I love Flag.”
While some sophomores couldn’t
wait to go on this month’s rescheduled
retreat, the rest of the sophomore class
was slow to sign up.
Usually about 90 sophomores on
retreat, only about 70 went this month.
As a result, Bro. John said there
might not be a second retreat for
sophomores in April.

The snow had melted in time for the rescheduled Sophomore Retreat. (Photo by Benedict Joson)

New activities in place of Rock Aid
By Caitlin Winkler ’08
National Honor Society President
Samantha Diliberti has proposed two
new activities for Archbishop Molloy
students to be held in place of the
cancelled Rock Aid.
A Senior Movie Night will be held
sometime in February in the theater.
Tickets for the seniors-only event will
be $2 and snacks will be available for
purchase.
The second proposed event will be

held in March or April and will be open
to all students: an Open-Mic Night in
the Jack Curran Gym where students
could sing, play music or even perform
stand-up comedy.
The gym will be set up as a café with
students sitting at tables to watch the
show said Diliberti, a senior.
“All proceeds will be donated to the
Lymphoma Society,” Diliberti said.
Ticket prices have yet to be
determined and the date for tryouts for

Open-Mic night will be posted in the
homeroom announcements as the date
of the show nears.
NHS moderator Mr. Brian Kelly has
said that he likes the idea of an openmic night because there are many other
talented students besides those in rock
bands who haven’t been seen by the
student body.
Diliberti is confident both of her ideas
will be put into practice thanks to the
work of her fellow NHS members.

“We are very organized and make full
use of our work force,” she said.
Mr. Kelly has said that the ideas have
been cleared by school administration
but the dates and other details still need
to be finalized.
Diliberti feels that the student body
will respond very well to the Open-Mic
Night and Senior Movie Night, just as
they responded well to the Christmas
collection that NHS sponsored last
month.

Rules for iPods should match those for cell phones
So why aren’t cell phones also
“Radios and all audio equipment
banned
at Molloy in the name of safety?
may not be brought to school by
If iPods are so dangerous to carry to
students.”
school, why are Stanners allowed to
There it is in black and white, right bring mp3 players to school for Walkfrom the Archbishop Molloy High A-Thon Day every October?
Does the Administration believe that
School Student Handbook.
Just reading it, one can see how out because students aren’t wearing their
of date this rule really is. Radios? school uniforms on Walk-A-Thon Day,
Nobody brings radios to school they face a much smaller chance of
getting mugged?
anymore.
If so, then the Administration must
However, Stanners do bring mp3
players like the Apple iPod to school. believe it’s the Molloy dress code, and
Yet bringing an iPod to school is still not an mp3 player, that really is putting
students at risk of being mugged.
a violation of the rules. Why?
At first glance, the rule may appear Maybe it would be safer for Stanners
if the school allowed mp3 players to
to make sense.
During school hours, the use of an be brought to school but abolished its
iPod could only be a detriment to dress code so that Stanners can ride
subways, buses and trains without fear
students’ ability to learn.
But Stanners listening to their iPod of being accosted due to the fact that
while going to and from school or their apparel is a red flag for thieves.
outside the school building pose no Another problem with the no iPod rule
is that it discriminates against students
threat to learning whatsoever.
Stanners are allowed to bring cell who cannot afford the latest technology
phones to school under the condition in cell phones.
The iPhone, which costs $399,
that the phones are not used, or even
allows you to put eight GB’s worth of
seen, in the building.
Students who violate that rule get music, movies and music videos on it.
detention. Students who violate that rule Eight GB’s of music is equivalent to
repeatedly have their cell phones taken about 2000 songs, the same amount
that can be held by the iPod Nano.
away.
Several students at Molloy own
Why wouldn’t that same rule work
iPhones and bring them to school and
for iPods?
Many students face long commutes they are not in violation of school policy
to and from Molloy every day, and when they do so.
But any student who brings an iPod
many of them would like to listen to
music to pass the time. Listening to Nano to school risks detention.
So we now have a situation where
music before school can wake you up
Stanners who can afford to buy an
and get the “creative juices” flowing.
iPhone are allowed to listen to music
It doesn’t hurt anyone.
Yet former Assistant Principal for on the way to school but the rest of us
Students, Mr. James Lembo, told aren’t allowed to do so.
The line between cell phones and
Stanners during a cafeteria assembly
last September that the justification for mp3 players will only be further blurred
the “no iPods” rule is the fact that as years pass and the technology
Stanners run the risk of getting mugged improves.
So what’s the solution?
for their iPods if they bring them to
As Molloy’s new Assistant Principal
school.
Mr. Lembo said this rule was in place for Students, Mr. Ken Auer should
change the handbook and put mp3
for the safety of Molloy students.
But can’t students also get mugged players and cell phones in the same
category.
for carrying expensive cell phones?

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:
“Change in Thanksgiving tradition
ticks off alums” [Dec. 2008]addressed
a new problem facing new alumni: being
confined to the cafeteria on holiday
liturgy days. We graduated from Molloy
with the understanding that we would
be welcomed back, but keeping us
penned in the cafeteria implies the
opposite.
I understand that large crowds of
alums can be hard to manage, but there
are better ways to control the crowd
than by just eliminating it.
The article mentioned the formation
of a faculty committee at Molloy to
discuss alumni mobility on holiday
liturgy days. Since this team will decide
alumni policy, shouldn’t there also be
some alumni on it?
Current students should also have a

say because these policy changes affect
not only recent alums but also future
graduates.
Let us have a say in our own future!
Jenna Gilligan
Class of 2006

Corrections
The Stanner aims for the highest level
of accuracy in its stories. If you noticed
an error or have a concern about a
story, please send an email to
Moderator Mr. Charley McKenna at:
thestanner@molloyhs.org.
Please note the following corrections
to errors made in The Stanner Vol. 51,
No. 4:
Varsity Basketball player Matt
Grogan’s year in school was incorrect.
He is a senior.

Allow students to bring their “audio Students who obey the rules and put
equipment” to and from school as long away their iPod when crossing the street
as it is not seen during school hours or to enter Molloy, should be allowed to
bring them to school.
in the school building.
If a student is “caught” with an iPod ,
then detention should be given.
—David Kane ’10

Illustration by Diane Fernandes ‘08

Molloy technology should
match that of other schools
Such technological classroom
additions as laptops, smartboards and
those projection units hovering over our
heads have gone a long way in moving
Molloy’s old school educational
methods into the 21st Century where
technology introduces a new, interactive
learning experience.
Both teachers and students have
benefited from the use of smartboards,
which have reduced the use of
blackboards in classrooms and helped
students learn more through the
examples teachers show them via the
internet.
However, a slight fault in this new
educational system is brought about
when someone is sick and out of school.
What advantage does the use of all
this technology have when absent
students cannot retrieve a homework
assignment or a study sheet for the
week’s test because they have no
access to the technology being used in
the classroom?
Molloy’s network of technology falls
short when compared to the systems
at some other Catholic high schools.

Holy Cross High School and St.
Franics Prep provide an online login
service for their students. Each student
is assigned an ID and password, which
enables them to access homework, test
outlines, and other school-related
materials posted by teachers in their
student accounts accessed from the
school’s homepage.
With all the technological advances
being offered here at Molloy, there is
no reason why such a service cannot
be established here as well.
It would benefit both teachers, by
allowing them to easily post homework
and study materials online, and students,
by allowing them to access that
information by utilizing Molloy’s already
established website and computer
system.
Taking this step in time for start of
the 2008-2009 school year would close
the technology gap between Molloy and
other Catholic schools and allow
Stanners to take the next step in linking
education with technology.

—Alex Lamburini ‘11
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Ask Kisha
Junior Kisha Laurent answers
questions from Stanners about life
at Archbishop Molloy High School
Q: School is really beginning to stress me out. What do I do to try to
reduce the stress, but still keep my grades up?
Junior Lais S.
A: You’re not alone! Everyone is beginning to feel the stress of school,
especially juniors who are experiencing their most difficult and most important
year academically.
Yet there are many different way to de-stress. Juniors Jonathan Mangar and
Nicholas Chan are both Principal’s List students who do their best to stay
stress-free.
Mangar said that to avoid feeling overwhelmed by his work load, “I break
my work into pieces and try to organize and understand each task.”
Chan suggested, “If you have a group project, choose your partners wisely.
If you are an ‘A’ student pick another ‘A’ student as your partner.”
Junior Katie Mariano, an honors student, said, “I take time off for myself to
just to relax and step back. I first try to absorb what happens every day before
I start working.”
Senior Justine Bello suggested: “To relieve stress, I dance. It makes time fly
and I don’t think about the stress.”
Junior guidance counselor Bro. James Norton said, “Live in the present and
organize your time. Prioritize. Set aside time to get things done and do not put
too much emphasis on the future.”
Academic guidance counselor Bro. Richard Shea said, “It’s important to do
your work on a regular basis every night and don’t put things off. Take interest
in your task. It makes the work easier.”
Bro. Richard also said it is important to have a sense of proportion. Junior
year is important, but if something goes wrong, it’s not the end of the world.
So when you’re feeling stressed, go out and play a sport, dance, listen to
music, or go out with friends. Do anything to get your mind off work for a while.
Then sit down and make a list of what can be done today and what can be
saved for tomorrow. Writing things down usually helps you remember them
and get them done on time.
Most importantly, don’t overwork yourself. Do your work in pieces and
always save some “me time” for yourself.
Q: Who is the man that works in the computer lab? What does he do?
Junior Natalie P.
A: He is Mr. Dan Charvet, a member of Molloy’s Class of 2002, who was
hired in the fall of 2006 to provide tech support for the school’s computer
system.
“I mostly deal with individual computers ranging from desktops and laptops
to anything from palm pilots to telephones,” said Mr.Charvet. “Basically, if you
plug it in, and there’s a problem, call me and I’ll fix it.”
Mr. Charvet came back to Molloy because he thought it would be the best
place to start his career. “I also wanted to give back to my favorite school,” he
said.
Q: In one of my classes a student that sits near me farts almost every
day. What do I do? I can’t tell the person to stop, can I?
Junior Melissa H.
A: No, you cannot tell the person to stop; that is rude. But excessive flatulence
is something a person can have some control over because it’s caused by eating
certain foods, or swallowing too much air while eating, or an overgrowth of
bacteria in the colon.
Controlling flatulence can be done by watching how and what we eat. Eat
slowly and chew food longer to break it down more in the digestive system.
Diet foods like sugar-free candy and gum, soft drinks, whole grains, and bran
can cause flatulence. If you eat high fiber foods such as beans, vegetables, fruits
or grains, the partially digested cell walls of these foods will pass into your
intestines, where the bacteria begins a fermentation process that produces gas.
If you are lactose intolerant, you will pass gas after eating dairy products.
So just in case your gastro-intestinally challenged classmate doesn’t read this
column and change eating habits, I have two options for you to choose from.
The first option, if you sit in the back of the room, is to ask your teacher if you
can change your seat by saying you cannot see the board or hear well from
your seat.
If you happen to like your seat, the second option is for you to carry a tiny
bottle of perfume and spray from under your desk. Though it will not get rid of
the smell, it will cover it. But don’t spray more than three times, as your classmates
might start complaining about the odor coming from you.
Do you have a question about Molloy for Kisha Laurent? Email it to
TheStanner@Molloyhs.org. Please include your name and grade level.

Mock Trial team
finishes tryouts;
preps for 1st case
By Marino Donaggio ’08
The Archbishop Molloy Mock Trial
team has been holding its final rounds
of tryouts this month by testing potential
members on their knowledge of court
room procedures to determine who will
make the team, Moderator Mr. Lou
Barbera said.
Last year’s Mock Trial team got
through the first three rounds of the
competition in the annual New York
City high school competition before
losing to Kew Forest High School.
Mr. Barbera said that last year’s
team was extremely dedicated to doing
what it had to do to prepare for the
competition after it was eliminated in
the first round in the team’s first year of
existence in 2006.
Barbera said that after losing five
members of the 2007 team to
graduation, returning members such as
seniors Patrick Flahive and Sean
Pinckney will have to step up and take
on new roles to benefit the team.
Flahive will head up the defense team
that includes senior Connie Tsang and
junior Matt Leonen.
Pinckey will lead the team of plaintiff
attorneys that includes juniors Tara
Gildea and Andres Gallo.
These two teams of attorneys each

will argue a personal injury civil court
case involving a college student who
had been drinking at a party and has
been accused of hitting a pedestrian
while driving his car .
The first round of the competition will
begin next month at the Queens Court
House.
Flahive said he is unsure how well this
year’s team will do because of the loss
of so many important players but he
believes the team can do well, “with
hard work and careful examination of
the cases.”
During tryouts, Mr. Barbera said he
was looking for students who have poise
under pressure, creative abilities, and
“a backbone” to withstand the heat of
a court room argument.
With tryouts to fill the roles of the
witnesses in the case not yet completed,
Mr. Barbera could not say how good
he thought this year’s team would be
because many of the new members
have not yet been tested under the
pressure of a real trial.
He said he will know better after the
first round of competition.
Mr. Barbera said he loved working
with the students to prepare for a trial
because, “it’s amazing how the kids get
into it.”

January thaw!

Seniors Michael Stewart, Meghan Gribbon, Ndome Essoka, and
Katie Johnson enjoy the warm sun after lunch. (Photo courtesey of
the Blue and White Yearbook staff)

AM Toy Drive reaches a new record
Campus Ministry Director Mr. Mike
collections for the annual Toy Drive
By Andre Roman’08
Campus Ministry set a new record which was held during the first weeks Germano said the money was used to
buy 550 toys from Shepar, a company
by raising $2,832 in its homeroom of December.
which sells toys at wholesale prices,
along with 60 gift cards.
Students and faculty contributed
another 990 toys for a total of 1,500
toys being donated to charities such as
Heartshare, Catholic Charities, Mary
Magdalene, St. John Bread and Life,
and to needy kids at the Queens
General Hospital and Jamaica Hospital.
Mr. Germano was pleased that
Molloy’s homerooms broke the
previous collection record of $2,600.
He also complimented faculty
members Mr. Pat Flynn, Mrs. Anne
Lonergan and especially Mr. Bill
Niklaus, who made giving a toy to the
drive part of a class assignment.
JuniorsTracy Cheddie and Staceyann Ramlochan helped sort toys in
Senior Aaron Woods, who
the theatre. (Photo courtesey of Blue & White Yearbook)

volunteered to help pick out the toys,
said, “It’s quite a rewarding experience
as it makes my Christmas mean more
knowing that I was involved in
something like this.”
Campus Ministry Toy Drive
volunteers were separated into groups
and given specific toy-buying
assignments such as picking out toys
for boys, girls, or very young children.
“It was fun to pick out the toys since
they were meant for needy kids from
different charities,” said Woods.
Even though the Toy Drive came
close to clashing with the National
Honor Society’s toy collections, Mr.
Germano said that it was all planned
out well as Mr. Chris Dougherty and
Mr. Brian Kelly came to assure him that
neither collection would experience
difficulties with the other.

Campus Ministry concocts
new Christmas candy canes Stanners go back to the 20’s
By John McEntee’08
Candy cane grams, which were sold
for one dollar each in the Molloy
cafeteria before Christmas break so
students could wish friends a Merry
Christmas, raised approximately
$1,600 for charity.
Campus Ministry Director Mr. Mike
Germano said this year’s total was only
$100 short of last year’s sum and the
money was given to Catholic Relief
Services.
Mr. Germano wanted to make the
candy grams more elaborate this year
by adding jelly candy to the candy canes

and was pleased by this year’s results,
especially since this is only Campus
Ministry’s second year running the
candy cane gram service.
After the grams were handed in, they
were separated into frosh, sophomore,
junior and senior piles.
Sixteen students then organized them
by homeroom to be handed out by
homeroom leaders the next morning.
Senior Chelsea Lopez said she
bought four candy cane grams for her
closest friends to wish them a happy
holiday but also because she wanted
to contribute to charity.

Stanners win awards
Six Stanners received recognition
from the National Hispanic Recognition
Program because of their outstanding
performances on the 2006 PSAT/
NMSQT: Alyson Cadena, Brian Fallas,
Laura Fontanills, John Maldonado,
James Pareja, and Brianne Rosa.
Five more students were recognized
by the National Achievement Program:
Stacey Derosier, Natalie Higgins,
Joshua James, Alexandra Jean-Joseph

and Sofia Oluwole.
Eleven seniors received special
recognition as “AP Scholars” by the
College Board for earning grades of 3
or higher on three or more AP exams:
Olivia Antosiewicz, Joseph
Cammarata, Kirklyn Escondo, Laura
Fontanills, Jenny Kochupurackal,
Marcella Kocolatos, Dorina Lleshi,
Jennifer O’Neil, Michael Schemitsch,
Jadwiga Stec, Loveleen Zoria.

Seniors Tatiana Nunez, Christian Ventura, and Tahelis Sanchez wore
Roaring Twenties outfits to get in the proper spirit to attend English
teacher Mr. Jim Sheehan’s first-ever “The Great Gatsby” party after
school in the theater Dec. 20. Mr. Sheehan’s two A.P. classes listened
to 1920’s music and created 1920’s style art to celebrate finishing
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s classic novel. (Photo courtesy of Tatiana Nunez)

S.M.I.L.E., NHS, & CM join to ‘Lend-A-Holiday-Hand’
By Alexis Burgos ‘08
Members of the National Honor
Society at Archbishop Molloy High
School started their first service project
in early December by holding a mass
collection of toys, eyeglasses, and
reading materials and contributing those
items to different organizations, said Mr.
Brian Kelly, moderator of the NHS.
The NHS requires its members to
display characteristics of leadership,
service, character, and scholarship and
this project demonstrated the Stanners’
dedication to service.
With the help of Campus Ministry and

S.M.I.L.E., the NHS was successful
in collecting soccer balls and Beanie
Babies to donate to Iraq, magazines and
books to donate to Kinder Harvest, and
eyeglasses to Lighthouse for their
“Lend-A-Holiday-Hand” service
project.
The NHS decided to put together this
mass collection as a one shot deal
instead of conducting smaller, individual
collections so that people would think
about donating more and so that there
would be a bigger final total of items,
Mr. Kelly said.
After getting the project approved by

administration, which NHS President
Samantha Diliberti said was the hardest
part of the process, the NHS then
established four committees, each
consisting of a chairman, secretary, and
several members, to make running each
service project much easier, and to
make sure that everyone in NHS was
able to take part in some way.
Working with S.M.I.L.E. and
Campus Ministry, the all-senior NHS
also was able to get more people of
other grade levels to participate and to
spread the word about the “Lend-AHoliday-Hand.”

Even though it isn’t mandatory for
NHS inductees to continue to
participate in service projects after
being inducted, Diliberti hopes that this
year’s NHS would stand out from
those of previous years by continuing
to be dedicated to service.
She plans to make the NHS a well
known student group this year by
creating different service projects and
make them permanent so that future
NHS members can carry on the work.
NHS’ future service projects include:
a Governmental Awareness Display
and helping in a park renovation effort.

Two gyms, not classrooms, to get AC
By Sarah Conlon ’10 and Camille
Dwyer ’10
Air conditioning for its two gyms, a
new baseball field, and more
scholarships for Stanners are just some
of the goals of the current fundraising
project at Archbishop Molloy High
School.
Mr. John Sherry, president of
Molloy, has been working closely with
CCS Fundraising and Campaign
Director Mr. Steve Kimmons on the
development of the “Stanners for Life
Capital Campaign.”
The plan started to develop about
two and a half years ago, and it has
been in progress for the past year.
Mr. Sherry and Mr. Kimmons
needed to find out what improvements
would benefit the students, faculty, and
the physical appearance of the school.

A survey was conducted of Marist
Brothers, alumni, parents, and friends
of the school to find out what
improvements they would like to see
and to get a feel for what was important
to them about the school.
The ideas were broken down into
three endowment areas and three
capital initiatives.
One major endowment area is the
awarding of more need-based
scholarships to incoming frosh.
The endowment project hopes to
raise $5 million during a five-year
campaign to provide 50 additional
scholarships each year.
“Part of Molloy’s mission is to reach
out to students who can’t afford to
come,” Mr. Sherry said.
The second area is faculty
development, which will provide

courses, speakers, and educational
conferences for teachers to attend.
“We want to provide our students
with the best teachers possible,” said
Mr. Sherry.
Another endowment will be
established to expand the Campus
Ministry Program to get more students
involved and have more retreats.
The capital initiatives consist of
improvements in technology and
Molloy’s physical appearance, which
include the renovation of the baseball
field.
Air conditioning will also be installed
in the Jack Curran and Marsloe
Gymnasiums.
However, air conditioning will not be
installed in each classroom.
“To install an air conditioning system
in the school would be a monumental
cost,” Mr. Sherry said, “and there are
certainly more pressing needs than air
conditioning.”
The Performing Arts Department will
be enhanced with new lighting and new
curtains for the stage in the Jack Curran
Gym.
To make all of these improvements,
a significant amount of money is needed.
The goal for the campaign is $8 million.
So far, about $6 million has been
pledged by 82 generous alumni.
“The response from the alumni was
overwhelming,” said Mr. Kimmons.
“So many of them mentioned how they
would like to help out their fellow
Stanners, and that the best four years
of their lives were spent at Molloy.”
Molloy’s Concert Band soon will have a better venue for its Christmas Students had many opinions about the
Concert thanks to the installation of new lighting and curtains for the capital project and suggestions on what
stage in the Jack Curran Gym. (Photo by Benedict Joson)
other improvements should be made.

Stanner Field will get a facelift as
part of the Capital Campaign.
Sophomore Amanda Demenescu
said the most beneficial improvement
is in faculty development, which will
help both teachers and students alike.
“I also think the idea of AC in the
gym is awesome,” said Demenescu.
Sophomore Natalie Paret said, “Air
conditioners should also be installed in
the cafeteria, so that it’s not so hot when
there is a school dance.”
Another suggestion was made by
senior Jeanette Bocklage, who said that
Molloy should get new hallway clocks
because the clocks in the hallways never
match those inside the classrooms.
Sophomore Grace Lisandrelli had a
suggestion regarding the improvements
in Molloy’s performing arts program.
“There should be a drama club that
anyone can join, where students can
learn and practice acting techniques
instead of just having a play,” she said.
The “Stanners for Life Campaign” will
come to an end in about ten months.
“We really tried to cover all areas of
improvement,” said Mr. Sherry, “so that
everyone at Molloy would benefit from
this campaign.”

Boys and Girls Step Teams ready for Hot 97 finals
By Abhisekh Phull ’08
After finishing a disappointing fifth
place in the first round of the
competition, Molloy’s Boy StepTeam
is working hard to do better in the final
round of the Hot 97 “Battle of the Apple
Contest” to be held March 14 at Baruch
College by re-choreographing its steps
and developing new routines.
Step Team moderator Mrs. Anne
Lonergan and senior Christian “Ace”
Ventura agreed that the boys will have
to do much better if they hope to repeat
as champions.
After receiving a score of 90 out of
100 in the first round on Dec. 17 at
Medgar Evers College, Molloy finished
fifth among the 12 teams that advanced
to the second round.
Mrs. Lonergan was not satisfied with
the team’s performance and believes it
is capable of getting a better score in
the second round.
“Practice, Practice, Practice,”
Ventura said, is the key to Molloy
winning in the final round.
Ventura was not satisfied with the
team’s first round performance and felt
it could do better if it shows better and
more consistent energy.

After winning the Hot 97 contest last “First Ladies” are comprised of: Meliza Mahon, Aliyah Muhammad, Sofia
year, the team received a one-year Acoba, Nicole Ambrose, Martha Oluwole, Sheina Theodore, andValerie
contract with HOT 97, performed at Arellano, Alexandra Brown, Claire Villanueva.
Summer Jam at Giants Stadium and at
Great Adventure, and received clothes
from Rocawear.
As the returning champions from
2007, Ventura feels that the team has
to work three times harder this year to
stay on top in the eyes of the judges.
Along with Ventura, returning team
members are sophomore Andrew
Castillo and juniors Muller PierreLouis, John Cruz and Gavin Spence.
New members are sophomores
Jordan Encarnacion, Neil Santiago,
Herwyn Silva, Chris Wilson and junior
Pierre Neptune.
The Girls Step Team, meanwhile,
finished eighth in the first round of the
competition to also advance to the
second round for the first time in the
team’s history.
While Mrs. Lonergan worries about
the boys’ chances in the final round, she
is more optimistic about her girls.
“I really believe the girls have a good
chance to win,” she said.
Led by captain Malika Langaigne and The Boys Step Team members stomp the hall while practicing for the
co-captain Brandi Wilson, Molloy’s Hot 97 “Battle of the Apple” finals. (Photo by Benedict Joson)

Investment club uses‘going green’ as a strategy
By Priscilla Rivas ’08
The Molloy Investment Club is not
doing as well in the annual Stock Market
Investment Game as in the past because
its teams are having difficulties choosing
stocks with the economy not being as
strong as it has been in previous years,
said Moderator Ms. Mary Pat Gannon.
This year the Investment Club has
formed ten teams which are now
involved in the virtual stock exchange.
The Stock Market Investment Game
started in September and ends in April.
The teams start off with $10,000 in
“play” money to buy and sell stocks
based on their real life prices.
The team whose stock portfolio is

worth the most money at the end of the
game is declared the winner.
Frosh Jovi Rodriguez, Sarah Bipath,
Daniel Morales, Steven Resch, and
Dhandevi Persand, and junior Gina
James are some of the club members
involved in the year-long game.
“This year, the club has had a hard
time deciding which stocks to invest in
because of volatility of the market,” said
Ms. Gannon.
Investment Club President, senior
Danny Girdusky, however, hopes for
improvement in the second half of the
season.
“The members this year are more
serious and are willing to do the

research needed to do well,” said
Girdusky. “In meetings, we are able to
build on this research and guide each
other.”
Despite the fact that so far the club
has not been as successful in choosing
stocks as in the past, team members
still hope to be victorious in the Stock
Market Investment Game because the
winning team is rewarded with $300.
But even if they don’t produce any
winning teams, Investment Club Vice
President Ahana Sen said the club’s
activities are very useful and beneficial
to members.
“Investing can help you in the long
run. It helps you become a smarter

investor in the future,” said Sen.
While its teams are struggling in the
full-year Stock Market Investment
Game, the Club hopes to do better in
the half-year competition that starts this
month, in part by “going green” in its
investment strategy due to what seems
to be a “green movement” in U.S.
businesses.
“Look at all the advertisements [in
magazines and TV],” said Ms. Gannon.
“Everything is going green.”
Juniors Bobby Montoni and
Jayminkuma Patel comprise the club’s
new Green Team,which will only invest
in “Eco-friendly” stocks in the half-year
game.

Blue and White staff shows its class
By Stephen Romano ’08
For the first time in its history,
members of the Blue and White
Yearbook staff are meeting every other
school day as a non-credit class in order
to make publishing the yearbook more
efficient.
Nineteen of the 23 staff members
registered in the beginning of the year
to take a new yearbook class, which

meets every odd numbered day on the
class schedule in the computer lab to
work on different pages in each section
of the yearbook.
Moderator Ms. Kathy Loughran
said, “The class has been a huge factor
on getting things done on time, and on
top of that the class is very diverse and
brings about a lot of new ideas.”
The yearbook staff plans to add more

Environmental Club
pushes to recycle more
By Anna Weintraub ‘08
The Environmental Awareness Club
is trying to encourage Archbishop
Molloy students to go green next year
by starting several new recycling
programs motivated by the African
proverb, “The earth was not given to
us by our parents; it was lent to us by
our grandchildren,” Moderator Mr.
Chris Dougherty said.
Currently, Molloy recycles paper,
cardboard, and magazines but the 80
members of the Environment Club
think Molloy should be doing much
more.
Some of the things that are being
planned are paper recycling in
classrooms as well as glass and plastic
bottle recycling in the cafeteria.
“Recycling should be just like
anything else you learn at Molloy, not
for school but for life,” said Mr.
Dougherty.
Environmental Club President
Samantha Diliberti would like to see
changes in the school’s recycling
program as soon as possible but
knows it will be difficult.
“We will have to start on a smaller
scale and get people used to the
changes but if students are attending
a school that stresses recycling, it will
have an impact on how they view the
environment forever,” Diliberti said.
However, some members, such as
junior Alex Gobright, want to see

bigger changes like solar power and
paperless attendance systems be used
at Molloy next year.
To make changes, either big or
small, a lot of things must be done.
A New York City Sanitation Dept.
representative has to come in and
decide what Molloy needs to do so it
can recycle more efficiently.
Blue recycling bins would have to
be placed in all classrooms and the
maintenance crews would have to get
on board as well, said Mr. Dougherty.
Metal and plastic recycling
dumpsters would have to be
purchased for the parking lot, which
means a teacher would have to give
up a parking space, in order to store
the recyclables until they are picked
up once a week by the Sanitation
Dept.
Many teachers are already recycling
on their own, such as Mr. Matt
Kilkelly, who recycles the paper from
the xerox room, and Mr. Charley
McKenna, who recycles newspapers
from his journalism class.
Along with new ideas for recycling
programs, the club has ideas for a new
name for itself. “I AM Green,” with
the AM standing for Archbishop
Molloy.
“By this time next year, hopefully we
will accomplish 50-75% of all the
things we need to do to make Molloy
greener,” said Mr.Dougherty.

candid and action photographs of
Molloy’s various clubs in this year’s
edition of the yearbook than it had in
past years, said Ms. Loughran.
Ms. Loughran and the 23 committee
members have been working non-stop
to get all the action shots photographed
so they can finish this year’s book on
time.
Junior photographer Emily Balkan
said that “the layout for this yearbook
is different from last year’s. The titles
are different, there are more educator
quotes, and we plan to add more action
shots for clubs.”
Balkan also said that this year’s
yearbook theme will revolve around
Molloy students “Making our Mark”
in the school and community.

Although the production process is
very difficult, it has become easier as
the yearbook committee has done all
its work online for the third year in a
row. “Being able to work on the
yearbook online not only saves you time
in school but we can also get work done
at home,” said Balkan.
The committee also plans to dedicate
the 2008 yearbook to a member of the
faculty who deserves the class of
2008’s gratitude and respect, said Ms.
Loughran, who added the identity of
that chosen faculty member will remain
a secret until the yearbook is distributed
to seniors on May 29.
The yearbook will be distributed to
all other grade levels on the last day of
each class’s Regents Exams.

Sci-Fi and Fantasy Club
explore new worlds and
travel backwards in time
By Andrew Nici ’08
From movies to museums, the
Science Fiction and Fantasy Club is
blending old activities from the past with
new ideas during Molloy’s 2007-08
school year, said President Brian
Murphy and Moderator Mr. Chris
Dougherty.
The first new activity this year was
the club’s trip to the American Museum
of Natural History on Dec. 4 to see an
exhibit on mythical creatures.
Mr. Dougherty said that he plans to
continue to make museum trips in the
future since many of the club members
seemed to enjoy it.
The club also followed a recent
tradition of going to the Palisades Mall
in New Jersey on Dec. 21 for Laser
Tag, a movie, and Christmas shopping,
an activity started three years ago, said
Murphy, a senior.
The club plans to go to the Palisades
Mall in the future, replacing the previous
location in Times Square where they
played Laser Tag, which had closed.

The club has also had its Halloween
party with the Anime Club and
S.M.I.L.E, which consisted of video
game tournaments and a costume
contest.
“[The party] gets students to interact
with people from other clubs,” said
Murphy.
The club also has stayed true to its
tradition of seeing movies, taking club
members on trips to see four first-run
movies this year.
“Attendance to the movies ranges
from 20-50 kids, depending on the
popularity of the film,” said Mr.
Dougherty.
The club’s total membership is about
110 kids, dominated mostly by frosh
and sophomores.
Murphy feels the club’s popularity is
due to the great variety of activities
available to students.
He also said that he and Mr.
Dougherty are always open to new
ideas for future activities from the club
members.

Math League looks perfect
By Michael Stewart ’08
For the first time in its history, Molloy
earned a perfect score of 500 in a
Varsity Math League competition when
the Stanners took their second test of
the season in the school theater on Dec.
13.
The individuals who earned perfect
scores on their tests included seniors
Jonathan Rodriguez, Amarjit Singh,
Kevin Rhodes, Eric Lee, Daniel Vicino,
and Daniel Girdusky.
“I was shocked,” said Mrs. Adele

Solari, the team’s moderator. “I was so
surprised, I checked their work to
make sure the scores were correct.”
Their scores were a great
improvement compared to the first test
of the season on Nov. 6, when Molloy’s
top five scorers earned a score of 294.
Each individual test includes ten
multiple choice questions and
competitors are allowed 40 minutes to
complete the exam.
The tests are graded and then the
team score is calculated by totalling the

grades of the team’s top five scorers.
Molloy did so well on the test last month
that it had six competitors with a score
of 100.
The main reason for Molloy’s perfect
score was that December’s test wasn’t
as difficult as usual.
Rhodes said that the December test
included fewer tricky questions than the
November test did and therefore was
easier.
Mrs. Solari, who said she was very
proud of the team’s peformance, agreed

that the test was easier than usual
because several other schools in the
Math League also posted perfect scores
for that exam.
As a result, Molloy remained in
seventh place despite its perfect score
because all of the teams that ranked
ahead of the Stanners in the standings
after the first round also posted perfect
scores in the second.
Mrs. Solari would like to see the team
move from seventh into the top three
places after the next test on Feb. 7.

New class added: Stanner stumper:
How would you describe Molloy?
Forensic Science
By Emil Lenard ’08
Molloy will offer several new classes
for the 2008-2009 school year due to
a larger than usual senior class, said
Sister Elizabeth Bickar, the Assistant
Principal for Academics.
Forensic Science will be offered for
the first time by the Science Dept.
because of the subject’s popularity with
the student body sparked by hit TV
shows such as CSI.
Students will learn what police
detectives look for at a crime scene,
such as fingerprints and DNA.
“Students taking Criminal Justice (in
the Social Studies Dept.) might be
interested in Forensic Science,” said
Sister Elizabeth.
Senior Chris Xu agreed, saying, “I
would have taken Forensic Science if
it were offered this year; it sounds
interesting.”
International Law, AP European
History, AP Spanish, French 4B and
Italian 4B will be reinstated next year.
These classes were offered in the past
but were cancelled this year due to a
lack of interest from the students.
Juniors will be offered a new class as

well: Spanish 3 Honors - Advanced
Curriculum.
Junors who are good in Spanish and
are committed to taking AP Spanish as
seniors should be interested in taking
this course, Sr. Elizabeth said.
This class was created because AP
Spanish is a lot of work and it is hoped
that by taking this class, juniors will be
better prepared for AP Spanish as
seniors in 2009-2010.
Sophomores who have passed the
Earth Science Regents but do not wish
to take Physics Honors as juniors may
take two half year classes instead:
Human Anatomy & Physiology and
Environmental Science, neither of which
has a lab or Regents requirement.
Students who select that Science
Dept. option will have one extra free
period per cycle.
Teachers for each new class have not
been assigned yet and new teachers
may be hired if needed. But Sister
Elizabeth gives this advice to all
students: “Do no choose a course for a
teacher; choose it for the course.”
Jonathan Mangar contributed to
this story.

Video reviews
By Navdep Kaur ‘11
YouTube’s hottest videos of the
moment, according to several Stanners
polled in recent weeks, are as follows:
1. Fred on Halloween: With
over 3.5 million hits, “Fred on Halloween” has soared into one of the greatest YouTube sensations among teens.
In the video, Fred is left at home
on Halloween to fend for himself and
lands himself in the funniest situations.
His squeaky voice also adds to the humor of the video.
2. Charlie the Unicorn: Both the
original “Charlie the Unicorn” and
“Charlie the Unicorn Sped Up” are
hilarious. Two very annoying unicorns

bother Charlie into going on an
adventure to Candy Mountain. Charlie
definitely regrets it.
3. Happy Tree Friends, Nuttin’
but the Tooth: Let’s just say that if
you watch this video, you’ll never eat
candy again.
4. Northern Lights July/11/2007:
Living in New York, we don’t get the
chance to see beautiful scenery like this.
That’s where the internet comes in.
5. Kung Fu Baby: This is the cutest
video on YouTube. It’s a must-see.
6. Why Men Don’t Talk to
Women: Any boy who’s been turned
down for a date can relate to this video
created by a genius with a pen.

By Dana Giuntini & Claudia Goncalves

Right to Life protests the
legalization of abortion
By Evelyn Alcove ’08
Archbishop Molloy’s Right to Life
Club went to Washington, D.C. on Jan.
22, the anniversary of the U.S.
Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade
decision, to join a protest march against
the legalization of abortion, said Right
to Life Club moderator Mr. Mike
Germano.
The march ended in front of the
Supreme Court building and included
speakers addressing the dangers of
abortion and what they believe was the
wrong decision made that day by the
justices.
Fifty students from Molloy’s Right to
Life Club, along with Mr. Germano,
Mrs. Kathy Forgione and two parent
chaperones, went to Washington on a

chartered bus, which cost each student
$20.
Mr. Germano said he hopes that the
club members going on this trip become
aware that, “life begins at conception
and that only in extreme cases should
[abortion] be allowed; however, this
[current] law does not protect anyone
and it is very disturbing.”
Senior Zachary Gitto, who went to
Washington with the club last year, said,
“it was a great experience and a lot of
fun. We marched with other pro-lifers
to make a statement about our views
against abortion and I know it will be
just as good an experience this year.
Walking in the cold to support this
cause is worth it.”

Molloy hockey team off to 10-0 start
By Jaclyn Spezzano ’08
Molloy’s Hockey team has had an
impressive start this season in its new
league, winning its first ten games due
to the outstanding play of its veteran
players, said Coach Mr. James Sheldon.
This season the team moved down
to the CHSAA B League because it
lost too many players to graduation last
season to continue to be competitive in
the A League.
Their lack of depth has caused the
Stanners to have to play double shifts
on both offense and defense in almost
every game.
Mr. Sheldon believes Molloy has
gotten off to such a good start despite
having to overwork its players because,
while many of the players on his team
are on a par with players in the B
League, five or six of his veteran
players are exceptionally talented and
better than what the rest of the B
League has to offer.

Senior Captain Patrick Brown, a
Junior Matther Zay, a starting of his new players are, “holding their
center, has set a higher standard for the
defenseman, has really stepped up this own.”
After such a great start, Mr. Sheldon team and wants to finish off the season
year to lead the team.
“One out of three times he gets the is hoping that Molloy can make it to the undefeated.“Last year we were good,
puck, he could probably score or at playoffs without suffering any major but this season we feel unbeatable,”
Brown said.
least get a good shot,” Mr. Sheldon injuries.
said.
Newcomer Ariel DiPasquale has
made her mark as the first girl on
Molloy’s Hockey team by contributing
to its success as a hard-working wing.
DiPasquale, a junior who has been
playing ice hockey since she was sixyears-old, said, “The competition
within the team is better than any girls
league but our team is good, so it
makes playing easier.”
This is DiPasquale’s first time playing
on a boys ice hockey team but she feels
comfortable enough being one of the
guys this year to return next season.
Mr. Sheldon isn’t surprised by the Assistant Captain Charlie Gotard, and Captain Pat Brown, rear, have
success his team is having in the B been working double shifts for Molloy this season. (Photo by Ms.
League but is surprised how well many Kathy Loughran)

Girl swimmers aim for 1 more City Championship
By Logan Vairo ’08
Molloy Girls Varsity Swim team,
which went undefeated in its dual meet
season until the second to last meet of
the season, has high hopes of winning
its fifth straight CHSAA Championship
in February.
The Stanners won last year’s title
without winning a first place individual
medal in a single event, a testament to
the team’s outstanding depth.
Coach Mr. Dennis Wresch said

Molloy’s real competition is the Notre
Dame Academy from Staten Island,
who defeated Molloy in the dual meet
season for four straight years but
always ended up losing to Molloy in
the City Championships.
The situation will be the same again
this year as Notre Dame defeated
Molloy 116-54 in a dual meet on Jan.
13 at St. Francis College.
Senior co-captain Caitlin Winkler
said, “it’s going to be more of a

challenge to win [the city title] this year.”
Winkler swam a great race in the dual
meet, racing neck and neck with Notre
Dame’s Melissa Mrozinski in the 500yard freestyle before Mrozinski won by
a touch at the end.
Looking ahead to the city meet,
Wresch said the key to success for the
Stanners will be working together.
“Whether a swimmer swims for 25
seconds or in four events, she knows
how to help her team win,” he said.

Junior Zuzanna Michalak thinks the
team’s senior co-captains, Dayna
Ferran, Katherine Johnson and
Winkler, are key to the team’s triumphs
this season.
“They are not only good athletes but
good mentors,” Michalak said.
Wresch believes Molloy has many
talented swimmers and hopes their top
performances of the season will come
in the CHSAA Girls “A” Championship
Meet on Feb. 2-3 in Eisenhower Park.

Stewart & Power set school records
Seniors Rebecca Power and Jarenn
Stewart set school records at The
Stanner Games Jan. 12 in the Armory
in Manhattan.
Power placed in two events, the shot
put and the pole vault, as did Stewart
in the 55-meter dash and long jump.
Power put the shot a record 37-feet8-inches in winning the event.
She also finished fourth in the pole
vault by clearing 9-feet-8.
Stewart set a school record of 6.46
seconds in a 55-meter dash while

finishing in second place.
“That is a very significant record,”
said Coach Bro. Bob Andrews of the
10-year-old mark Stewart broke. “It
is really a good time for that event.”
Stewart also placed second in the
long jump with a leap of 22-feet-8.
“That was a very good jump,” Bro.
Bob said. “I think he will break the
school record in the long jump, too. I
don’t usually say things like that but I
think he has a chance to do it.”
Only two other Molloy individuals

finished in the top three places at the Shuttle Hurdle Relay: 3. Molloy (Brandon
Stanner Games: Nick Tommaso in the Portelli, Dan Girdusky, Nick Davis, Sean
frosh pole vault and Sean Collins in the Collins), 33.5.
Long Jump: 2. Jarenn Stewart, 22-8.
sophomore 55-meter hurdles.
Weight Throw: 2. Stephen Lewis, 52-8.
Boys Results
Girls Results
Frosh Sprint Medley Relay: 4. Molloy,
4:08.58.
Frosh 55-Meter Hurdles: 4. Chris Zappel,
7.20.
Frosh Pole Vault: 3. Nick Tommaso, 9-0.
Soph 55-Meter Hurdles: 2. Sean Collins,
8.31.
55-Meters: 2. Jarenn Stewart, 6.46 (new
school record).

Frosh 55-Meter Hurdles: 5. Daniella
Antolos, 11.69; 6. Krista Ciuffo, 11.78.
Shuttle Hurdle Relay: 3. Molloy
(Stephanie Halvax, Melissa Alke, Lauren
Ciuffo, Danielle Reddy) , 40.5.
Shot Put: 1. Rebecca Power, 37-8.
Weight Throw: 4. Natalie Bonilla, 31-10;
5. Brittany Dombrowski, 29-2.
Pole Vault: 4. Rebecca Power, 9-8.

Molloy senior Jarenn Stewart, center, set a new school record in the 55-meter dash at the Stanner Games. (Photo by Mr. Tom Harrison)

