Volume 31 – Spring 2018

The Class of 2018
Page 3

My Faith Journey
Page 4

Campus Ministry
Page 5

Sports Roundup
Page 8

Smart Ways To Give
Page 9

Introducing the 		
St. Augustine Scholarship
Page 10

Dancing with the Stars
Page 11

Alumni News
Page 12

7A State Champs!
46-7 RECORD

Dear Friends:
The numbers tell the story!
We have all heard this familiar adage, usually in the context of evaluating a business or
government organization. A school, of course, is about much more than numbers. At a
Catholic school, it is about the integral formation of the person, touching body, mind,
and soul. But even in a Catholic school, numbers can also tell an important part of the
story, and can serve as a barometer of the quality of a school’s educational program.
One set of numbers which everyone examines for high schools is performance
on the ACT (or SAT, which is more widely used in other regions of the country).
I invite you to examine the numbers at McGill-Toolen, which tell a story of
outstanding success.
Among the members of the McGill-Toolen Class of 2018, the average ACT score
is 24.1, as compared to an average score of 19 among college-bound students across
the state. This year, 53 of our seniors, or 20 percent of the class, scored a 30 or above,
placing them in the top 7 percent nationwide. At the very highest level, we had 13
students, or five percent of the class, score a 34 or better, placing them in the top one
percent, compared to their peers across the nation. In other words, we have three
to five times as many students in the top scoring brackets as would be expected by
comparison with national averages.
Adding to these very impressive numbers, this year, for the first time ever, we
had not one, but two students score a perfect 36 on the ACT! We are very proud of
Marvin Collins, and Trace Naman, who posted these perfect scores.
The ACT is an assessment designed to measure readiness for success in college.
Not surprisingly, therefore, our seniors have already been accepted at an impressive
array of schools, including Alabama, Auburn, South Alabama, and Spring Hill.
In addition, we have members of the Class of 2018 who have been accepted to Yale,
Stanford, Tulane, Vanderbilt, Davidson College, the Air Force Academy,
and Notre Dame.
We are very proud of this year’s Seniors, and we pray for their continued success,
not only in college and academic pursuits, but, more important, in their lives as
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
Thank you for your support of McGill-Toolen, and
may God bless you and your families.
Sincerely,

Fr. Bry Shields
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The
Class
of
2018
NOTHING SHORT OF PERFECT!
By Lisa Roberston, Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs

Yale. Stanford. Notre Dame.
Air Force Academy. Vanderbilt.
Davidson. The Class of 2018 will go
into McGill-Toolen records for its
outstanding academic performance
and college choices. With two
perfect scores on the ACT, this class
Marvin Collins
has much to brag about; never in
the school’s history have two seniors
earned a 36 on the college entrance exam.
Marvin Collins, one of the perfect scorers, will attend
Stanford University, where he plans to major in biomedical
engineering. “I love the atmosphere and attitudes of the west
coast, and having family that lives relatively close to where
I will be living makes the distance between Palo Alto and
Mobile seem much less intimidating!”
Collins said McT has prepared him well for his next
adventure. “Every teacher that I have had while here has been
stellar, and all of them have helped me to hone my skills in
the core subjects. I am especially thankful for Dr. Burgess
because his unique teaching style taught me how to think
critically and solve problems.”
Trace Naman, the second perfect scorer, hopes to attend
Vanderbilt. “It has a neuroscience program that I hope to
major in, along with a good med school to attend after
earning my undergraduate degree.” Naman credits McT’s
Advanced Placement Program and the Aquinas Scholars
Program for his success in high school. He also said the
standardized testing done each year, as well as the classroom
practice, helped prepare him for that perfect score on the
ACT.
Several other students will spread their wings across the
country as they depart for prestigious academic institutions.

Trace Naman

Dylan Campbell has been accepted
at Yale, Peter McDonald will attend
Notre Dame, Michelle Roca will
attend the Air Force Academy,
Brooks Green will attend Davidson
College, Grace Jensen will attend
Vanderbilt, and Hutchins Blackwell
will attend Sewanee.

In addition to Collins’ and Naman’s perfect scores on
the ACT, 52 other seniors scored a 30 or higher on the test,
which equates to 20 percent of the class. Six of those students
scored a near-perfect 35. Many will receive full tuition
scholarships to the colleges of their choice, which range from
the University of Alabama and Auburn University to LSU and
Ole Miss, to schools in between.
The accolades accrued by the Class of 2018 do not stop
there. Five seniors are National Merit Semi-Finalists: Dylan
Campbell, Marvin Collins, Elysa Garcia, Jeanne Marie Garriz
and Fletcher Helms. The finalists, approximately one percent
of all SAT test takers, will be announced next month. Another
five seniors were named Commended Scholars, all of whom
scored in the top three percent of all test takers: Brooks
Green, Peter McDonald, Trace Naman, Nicholas Schott,
and Kate Stuardi.
Another five students have been nominated for the
United States Presidential Scholars Program. If selected,
Dylan Campbell, Sofia Carlos, Marvin Collins, Elysa Garcia
and Trace Naman will travel to Washington, D.C. as guests
of U.S. Department of Education to commemorate their
achievements in a ceremony sponsored by the White House.
While the monetary value of scholarship offers for the
Class of 2018 is not yet finalized, it is certainly expected to
surpass last year’s total of $16.8 million.
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My Faith Journey
By Mary Patterson Verbeck, Class of 2017
Growing up all my life as a Protestant public-schooler made 
the transition into a private, Catholic high school very 
challenging. My very first day stepping foot into the McGill 
foyer, I picked my classes, met with my guidance counselor, 
and then pointed to a picture of a man on the wall and asked 
my guidance counselor if that was our principal...it was the 
Pope. Who knew!
That day, I chose to take an 
Honors Theology course. You’re 
probably thinking, “This girl didn’t
even know who the Pope was and she 
chose to take Honors Theology?” Your 
thoughts correspond with my parents 
and my guidance counselors four years 
ago. Though maybe not the brightest 
decision in the moment, it turned out 
to be the greatest decision of my life. 
My first few weeks were rough (especially in Theology, in which I had a 
“C” already). But one day, in Theology 
class, I learned who Jesus was.

actual knowledge of Christ lead to my conversion, but the 
way that everyone at McGill-Toolen chose to live out Christ’s 
example everyday was the most impactful thing on my
conversion. I wanted what McGill had: joy.
Fortunately, the McGill family extends outside of 
the walls of the school. I was the only one to convert to 
Catholicism my sophomore year, but 
as my parents started to become more 
involved in McGill functions, they were 
introduced to more of the Catholic 
environment. One thing they were 
introduced to was the Outback retreat 
put on by the Men of St. Joseph. I 
asked my father to go on the Outback 
retreat weekend with me, and this 
retreat weekend is what started his
conversion. Parents, alumni, and faculty 
of McGill were all present and active on 
this retreat, making it one of the best 
weekends of my life.

Soon after this retreat, my father, 
Growing up, my family and I 
my mother, and my little brother all 
would attend a Protestant church every 
converted to Catholicism. I am someone 
Mary Patterson Verbeck,
so often, so I knew of Christ, but being 
who can say that my school changed my life. 
at Franciscan University
someone who never practiced or cared 
The teachers, the faculty, and the students 
about anything except myself, I did not know who Christ 
at McGill-Toolen all participated in my family’s converwas. I can thank my freshman theology teacher, Mrs. Evans, 
sion. Now, 973.9 miles (14 hours) away from home, I am 
for this life-changing introduction. Before arriving to McGill,  attending school at Franciscan University of Steubenville to
I had never heard of Christ’s Passion. More importantly, I 
continue my incredible education that started at McGill. All 
never knew His reason for having to die. Mrs. Evans taught 
of the phenomenal CP2 level, Honors, and AP courses taught 
me that Christ did not die for all of us, He did for each of us.  by the McGill staff, prepared me to take the next step into 
Each one of us was thought of while our Savior was suffering  college confidently. McGill prepared me not only for college, 
through beatings, scourgings, and a crucifixion.
but also the real world by helping me to create and form a 
good conscience through morality class, and teaching me how 
Hearing this made me realize how much God truly loves  to defend my faith in apologetics.
me, and I decided to give my life back to Him. One year after 
this conversion experience, I came into the Church. Without 
Why did my parents decide to send me to McGill?
the help of the theology staff, and the rest of the faculty and 
I don’t know. But I am so thankful that they did.
students, this never would’ve happened. Not only did the 
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Campus Ministry
Celebrating Faith Every Day
By Trey Krause, Campus Ministry & Theology

Simply put, Jesus Christ
is transforming hearts
and lives at McGillToolen Catholic High
School. The Fall semester
of 2017 was one for the
books, and to our joy,
it has continued right
along into the Spring. At
the end of the 2016-17
academic year, our
campus ministry staff,
theology department and
administration sat down
to review the year that
was. It was during this
review that we decided to adjust our program moving forward
to better fulfill our mission of bringing our students, staff and
families to encounter Jesus Christ. Ms. Lauren Alley shifted
into the role of an additional Campus Minister allowing us
more time to work as a team on the ministry front. Additionally, we were able to expand our campus ministry room
on the second floor of the Toolen building, making it a space
for: bible studies, team devotionals, a place to relax before
school, during lunch, and after school, and of course a place
to improve your ping pong skills! It has been a blessing having
a space of our own to build relationships with the students we
are humbly called to serve. Here are a few highlights from the
year to this point.
The academic year began with a severe lack of sleep and
not enough coffee, as we hosted our first annual Freshmen
Lock-In following the Back-In-Black victory at Spanish Fort.
Two-thirds of our awesome freshmen class joined us in the
CYO Hall for an all nighter filled with: inflatable obstacle
courses, basketball, volleyball, movies, capture the flag, Mass
with Rev. Victor Ingalls (Vocations Director), and of course
the major food groups of pizza and Chick-fil-A. It was a blast,
and a great way to welcome the newest members of our
McT Family.
This year we had the privilege to lead a fan bus to cheer
on our State-Title-Winning Dirty Dozen Volleyball Team.
A bus load of seniors and juniors joined us for a two-day,
two-match, title clinching journey as we were able to cheer
on our girls in Birmingham. And although it was awesome
to see the Dozen bring home the blue map, it was even more
awesome to see the hard work, prayer and dedication result
in a championship. Throughout the season the Dozen and
their incredible coaching staff had gameday Mass followed by

breakfast, prayer and reflection, led by Ms. Lauren Alley. We
cannot wait to continue to develop our work with our athletic
teams, and build on to what our coaches are already instilling
in these young men and women.
A brief 24-hours after returning from the volleyball state
championship game, we drove down to Elberta for our Fall
Retreat. Wow, what another incredible weekend. Three days
filled with the Sacraments, talks, games, amazing food and
fellowship – you can’t beat it! One-hundred twenty students
representing all grade levels joined us for a weekend focused
on living with purpose and faith. Our theme came from the,
hopefully soon to be saint, Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati.
“To live without faith, without a heritage to defend, without
battling constantly for truth, is not to live but to ‘get along’;
we must never just ‘get along.’” As we wound down the
semester with more trips to state title games and free hot
chocolate during finals, we prepared for Christmas and the
semester to come.
Just weeks ago, we returned from our annual pilgrimage
to Washington D.C., for the National March for Life. The

march always takes place on or close to the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade, January 22, 1973, the court case which legalized
abortion in the United States. One-hundred and sixty-five
students filled up four charter busses and made the trek to
DC to celebrate and stand for life. On our trip we focus on
what it means to be “pro life.” Our sweatshirts carried our
motto well as they read, “Pro Life: pro redemptive suffering,
pro opportunity, pro child, pro second chances, pro charity,
pro freedom.” Our students attended the National Life Rally,
the National Mass for Life, the National March for Life,
visited the monuments, the Smithsonian, and participated in
Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. The trip is jam-packed with prayer, sacrifice and
Continued on page 21
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Sports R
FALL

If the rest of the 2017-18 school year is
anything like the way we’ve started in
athletics, it will be another banner year. To
begin, the Dirty Dozen returned to top of
the volleyball world with a 46-7 record and
the 7A State Championship! In the state tournament,
the girls did not lose a single game, sweeping Hoover,
Mountain Brook, and Bob Jones. Junior hitter Kenya
McQuirter dominated the tournament and was
selected MVP of the tournament. Erica Schilling, Alex
Pierre, and Lillie Fromdahl were selected to the All
Tournament Team.

On the gridiron, McT Football returned to the state title
game for the third year in a row under first year head
coach, Earnest Hill. The Jackets finished as state runner
up after a loss to Hoover in the state championship at
Bryant Denny Stadium. In doing so, this senior class has
compiled a record of 39-3! No other team in McT history
has been as successful.

Grace Jensen has run away from the competition in
7A Cross Country. Her 18:00.51 finish at the State
Championship in Moulton won the individual state title
and she was selected to the All State Team. Grace and
teammates Frieda Kickliter, Claire Frazier Bolton, John
Paul Williams, John Patrick Dalton,
Drew Roberts, and Christian Steiner
were all named All County runners.
Our Swim teams once again qualified for the state meet
at Auburn University. With fewer swimmers qualifying
this year for the state meet, the men’s
and women’s teams performed extremely
well. In fact, all eight swimmers at the
state meet swam their personal best time.
Talk about peaking at the right time.

Jackets Hit the
6
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RoundUp
2017

The end of fall also brings the beginning of college
recruiting and McT athletes signing college
scholarships. In the Early Signing Period we had the
following student athletes sign scholarships (please
see photo above):
Graham Collins - Track & Field
University of South Alabama
Brooks Green - Tennis
Davidson College
Grace Jensen - Cross Country
Vanderbilt University
Drew Lankford - Lacrosse
University of Montevallo
Michelle Roca - Track & Field
Air Force Academy

Ito on campus with several teachers and coaches
commenting on the type of student and gentleman
that Ito was while at McT. In his college career, Ito
became only one of ten college football players in
history to gain over 4000 yards rushing and
over 1000 yards receiving. We will all be
watching the NFL Draft and hoping to
see Ito’s name called.

Maybe these athletes will have the type of career that
brought a former football player back to McGill-Toolen
Friday January 6th when Southern Miss Football star
running back , Ito Smith, came home to play in the
Reese’s Senior Bowl. We had a ceremony to honor

Ground Running!
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T hank You
In the spring of 2017, the Advancement and Athletic
Departments joined forces to create a streamlined fundraising
program for the Athletic Department and the various sports’
booster clubs. We have created company-specific corporate
sponsorships with an emphasis on reaching all sports
within our school. Corporate sponsors are increasing their
involvement within our school based on the new and exciting
avenues to advertise and support McT Athletics!
With the new partnership with WSN Live and the
student-run McT Network, our school broke ground in the
fall of 2017 with live streaming of our football, volleyball
and basketball games. This sports broadcasting class will
continue this spring to showcase baseball, softball and our
soccer programs. Our corporate sponsors are able to advertise
on our network with live stream scoreboard sponsorships,
McT Live front page sponsorships as well as running their
own commercials during the breaks of the game. Joe Bullard
Automotive and Republic Services are two of our generous
football program sponsors who were able to see their
commercials run on our McT Live Network. Moe’s Southwest
Grill, Encore Rehabilitation and Gulf Coast Tours are listed
on the front page of McT Network website. www.mctlive.org
Our McT Experience App offers additional ways for
businesses to advertise, and to support our programs. Our
app has all of our student activities and events listed with a
loyalty and rewards platform, we can customize corporate
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Athletic Program
Corporate Sponsors
By Elisa Toth, Fundraising Coordinator

sponsors’ brands to keep them on the forefront with
events and notifications, while boosting attendance for our
different school events. The students and faculty receive
points, which can be turned into merchandise, gift cards,
special opportunities while using the app to check in to our
different events. Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers is our front
page sponsor for the app with additional impacts with our
football media, Cane’s Challenge BOGO during our men’s
basketball games and additional events planned for our spring
season. Additional sponsors within our app include Mobile
Cryotherapy, Briquettes Steakhouse and Whataburger.
We have increased our direct involvement with our
corporate sponsors to include McT Mondays at Whataburger
– all students and faculty of McGill-Toolen Catholic High
School (with a valid id) can receive special combos on
Mondays. Moe’s Southwest Grill had a Spirit Night for
our McT Tennis team in January that was a huge success!
In addition to the above named corporate sponsors, The
Orthopaedic Group, Laura’s Vacation Rentals and The
Original Oyster House are additional corporate sponsors who
extended their monies between multiple sports of the Athletic
Department.
If your company would like to become a corporate
sponsor, please contact Elisa Toth at (251) 767-5929 or
tothe@mcgill-toolen.org

New Tax Law Results in Charitable Planning Opportunity for Retired Donors
By Trey Mayhall, Finance Committee Chair, McGill-Toolen Catholic Foundation

The passing of one of the largest pieces of tax legislation
in history, during the last week of 2017, has caused many
to ring in the New Year wondering how they should plan
for its impact, particularly on charitable donations. One
group that should take particular note of the new law are
philanthropic taxpayers over the age of 70 ½. Prior to
the new law, these taxpayers likely deducted their annual
donations to support important charitable organizations
such as McGill-Toolen Catholic High School or their local
parish as an itemized deduction in excess of the standard
deduction granted all taxpayers. However, two provisions
of the law that have garnered significant interest are the
law’s doubling of the standard deduction to $12,000 for
single filers and $24,200 for those filing joint returns and
limitation on the deductibility of state taxes ($10,000
total). As a result of the combined impact of these two
provisions, many retired taxpayers’ itemized deductions
(including charitable donations and mortgage interest)
will total less than the increased standard deduction levels
causing them to simply deduct the standard deduction.
While some would say that this limits the tax benefit
of making charitable gifts, philanthropic taxpayers over
age 70 ½ that are taking annual distributions from their
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA) have a unique
opportunity to take advantage of the increased standard
deduction AND use their charitable contributions to
reduce their taxable income.
Using IRA Distributions to make Charitable
Contributions – While most retirees view their annual
IRA distributions and their annual donations to their
favorite charities as separate unrelated items, it may
benefit them to see things differently under the new tax
law. This is the result of a seldom used tax saving strategy
only available to those over age 70 ½. Under the law,
taxpayers over age 70 ½ can avoid income tax on their
IRA distribution by having it paid directly to a qualified
charity. If the distribution is paid directly to a qualified
charity, it is not reported as income on their return;
therefore, the donation results in a direct reduction in
taxable income. Even better, the taxpayer is still free to
deduct the standard deduction as well. This means paying
the donations directly from the IRA to a qualified charity
rather than taking the distribution, then subsequently

Checklist: Smart Ways to Give to Charities
Learn “tax smart” ways your charitable contribution can have
a big impact with little or no out of pocket costs to you.
Already a philanthropic taxpayer? Let us help you maximize
your assets to benefit your continued generosity.

❒ Create a Charitable Giving Plan

Start planning earlier in the year so you can donate in a
thoughtful way, making the gift more meaningful.

❒ Build Charitable Savings Throughout The Year
Rather than wait until the end of the year, set aside money
for charitable giving throughout the year.

❒ Consider Donating Appreciated Securities

Donating stocks, bonds and mutual funds directly to the charity
instead of donating cash or selling them and contributing the
after-tax proceeds may allow you to increase your gift and your
tax deduction and avoid capital gains tax on the amount of
appreciation.

❒ Donate I RA Assets

Donating IRA assets directly to your charitable organization is
100% tax free with no limitations on deductions. If you are 70 ½
years old, consider donating a portion of your required minimum
distributions directly to your charity up to $100,000 per year.
This will result in reduced taxable income.

❒ Consider Leaving A Planned Gift

A “deferred” or planned gift allows you to make a contribution
now to be allocated at a future date. There is no up front out-ofpocket expenses to you. Consider including your chosen charity
in your will or trust, or name them as a beneficiary on your life
insurance policy or retirement assets.

❒ Commit to Long-Term Charitable Contributions

Consider giving to your charity on a multi-year basis. This builds
a rapport with the organization and allows you to experience firsthand the impact your donation has made. It is also a great way to
make charitable giving a “family legacy” passing the importance
of “giving back” to your children and grandchildren.
To find out more please consult your financial advisor. Interested in
donating your assets to the McGill-Toolen Foundation? Contact Jenna
Wood, McGill-Toolen Foundation, Executive Director (251) 422-6467
or woodj@mcgill-toolen.org

Continued on page 21
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The St. Augustine
Scholarship

•

“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him, the greatest adventure;
to find him, the greatest human achievement.” St. Augustine

We have already raised $50,000, through our Day of Giving Campaign, this fall and those funds will be
matched with proceeds from our upcoming Dancing with the Stars – Jacket Style, March 24th (see page 11).
If you are interested in making a donation please visit our website, or call Kim Dunne in the Advancement Office
at (251)445-2910. For information on applying for a scholarship, please visit our website. Scholarships will
be awarded to incoming freshman (Class of 2022) this spring.

Catholic Education is second only to the family as the best
means of conveying the message of God’s unconditional love
for us and, thus, is essential to the future of the Church.
With faith woven throughout the curriculum, students learn
to know, love, and serve God in the classroom, while serving
others and strengthening their faith through our campus
ministry program. Obtaining the best Catholic education
should not depend on family income and no child should
be denied a solid foundation in the faith because their
family cannot afford tuition. Meeting the financial needs of
Catholic families is one of McGill-Toolen’s highest priorities.
With the decline in religious vocations, the cost of Catholic
education has risen significantly.
Tuition and fees at McGill-Toolen (approximately $9,000,
plus extracurricular activities fees) now consume about
25 percent of Mobile’s median family income.

After studying the financial needs of families from our
many partner schools, the McGill-Toolen Foundation, in
collaboration with the school’s advancement team, is excited
to introduce the St. Augustine Scholarship Program. This
new scholarship program is intended to assist Catholic
students who embody the values and ideals that we seek
at McGill-Toolen. In particular, we hope to assist the
children of those who serve our Catholic community, such
as Catholic school teachers, first responders, active-duty
military, children of alumni and our Aquinas scholars. To
qualify for this scholarship, students must demonstrate
academic achievement, community service, and a
commitment to their Catholic faith, as well as financial need.
Scholarships will be awarded in the amount of $2500 each
year, for four years. Completion of the FACTS application
and recommendations from the student’s pastor and
principal are required.

How is this program different from what we currently offer?
Below are the types of Tuition Assistance currently offered:
Financial Aid: Tuition assistance that is funded primarily
through the generosity of the McGill Family Estate. Aid
is awarded based on financial need as assessed through the
FACTS program.
Scholarships: We award scholarships each year that are
funded through donor-designated gifts to the McGill-Toolen
Foundation. Scholarships vary in amount and are awarded
based on criteria determined by the donor. Endowed
scholarships require a minimum gift of $50,000. These gifts
are invested through the McGill-Toolen Foundation and the
average earnings are awarded as scholarships.
The St. Augustine Scholarship will fill a need, that our current
assistance programs do not, by offering $2500 per year to
Catholic families whose income might exceed the financial
aid recommendations of the FACTs program, but for whom
tuition is still a struggle. It will help ensure that our most
deserving Catholic students can experience all that we have
to offer. The culture of giving at McGill-Toolen Catholic
is essential to ensuring that our mission is kept alive and
10
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Alabama Accountability Act Scholarships:
Funds are made available, as part of the State of Alabama,
to an independent Scholarship Granting Organization
(SGO). Families apply directly to an SGO, such as the
Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund (AOSF) for
scholarships. McGill-Toolen Catholic is not involved in
the application or awards process. Students may use their
Alabama Accountability Act scholarship at any school that
participates in the program.

that our school continues to offer valuable opportunities to
students from diverse backgrounds. Please consider making a
donation to the St. Augustine Scholarship Fund. Donations
will be invested in the McGill-Toolen Foundation scholarship
endowment until they are awarded. Funds raised this year will
be awarded to incoming freshman this spring, with funding
reserved to assure availability of the scholarship grant for all
four years.

Text “mctdancing” to 71777,
or visit mcgill-toolen.org to
purchase tickets or vote!

McT Emcees
Devon Walsh &
Fr. Bry Shields

Michelle Haas
& D.J. Fluker

Amy Huff &
Gary Cowles

Tricia Vallée &
Bart Briggs

Chelsea Lipford
Emma Mayhall & Kay Rehm & Msgr. Farmer & Wolf & Wesley Teresa Cash & Christy Evans & Laura Megginson Tjaden O’Dowd
Cox & Mike
Phillip Murphy Charlie Willcox Deidra Dekle
Williams
Andrew Cash
Jason Veasey
& Alec Naman
O’Dowd

Dominique
Hicks & Tim
Finnorn

SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2018
We are so excited to bring you a brand new
layout for the 2nd Annual Dancing with the Stars that
will allow for every seat to have a fantastic view of
the dance floor! Cocktail Buffet featuring offerings
from Hacienda San Miguel, BJ’s Brewhouse, Naman’s
Catering and The Wilton Caterer will be offered from
6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Dining Hall. Doors to the gym for
the main event will open at 7:00 p.m. Beer and wine
will be available from our Agora Bars, Dance Floor
Bars and Sky Bars (bleachers) and the popular Stinger
Station (frozen cocktail) will be in the Gym Lobby.

To purchase tickets, or to vote for your favorite
dancers, visit mcgill-toolen.org or text mctdancing to
71777. Votes are $1 and every ticket purchased comes with
that value in votes. The team with the most votes will be
our Overall Champion so every vote counts! If you can’t
attend the event, you can watch it live at mcgill-toolen.org.
Proceeds from Dancing with the Stars support
McGill-Toolen Catholic High School and the St. Augustine Scholarship Program.
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NEWS
Fall 2017 was a very special one for McGill-Toolen Catholic, and the Alumni Office has much to be thankful for. To begin,
a group of alumni headed up by Walter Verneuille MI ’71, joined forces with the McT Golf Program, led by boys’ head
coach, Zach Golson, girls’ head coach, Blake Stein, and John Racciatti to put on McGill-Toolen Catholic’s third joint golf
tournament. The 29th Annual Joseph Perez Golf Tournament hosted 30 teams as 120 golfers played the Falls course at
Magnolia Grove on Thursday, October 13th. With members of the Perez family in attendance, a heartfelt welcome was
given by Walter as he recalled how he and Joseph Perez started this tournament to benefit our school almost 30 years ago.
The McT family rallied together to raise over $32,000 for both the Eleanor Marston Benz Library and the McT Golf
Program. The committee, also including Jason Brown, Ashley Muscat Burch MT ’87, and Kathleen and Russell Reilly, both
MT ’85, worked extremely hard and we are grateful for our sponsors and the outpouring of support we received.
Homecoming day brought on the Hall of Fame luncheon in the Eleanor Marston Benz Library. We inducted four
outstanding new Hall of Fame Members into the Class of 2017: Andrew W. Cash MI ’73 and his wife, Teresa Wilhite Cash
BT ’73; R. Gaynor McCown MT ’79 (Deceased); and
jacket jingle
David C. Morris MT ’98. Their speeches were heartfelt and
inspirational, reminding us just how important McT is to
us and why we love coming home to it so much.
That evening, spirits were high as we celebrated
Homecoming Under the Tent; a delicious meal courtesy
of Felder Services, lovingly cooked by our alumni, headed
up by Martin Andrews MT ’81, James Bronold MT
’80, Riley Copeland MT ’81, Ross Hutchisson MI ’60,
Trey Hutchisson MT ’87, Bo McClinton MT ’88, Eddie
McLean MT ’83, Bo Muscat MT ’86, Kevin Muscat MT
’88, and John Vulevich MT ’88. We saw close to 1,000
guests that evening, and want to thank members of our
2nd Annual Jacket Jingle, held December 20, 2017
CHSAAM committee who helped serve up the delicious
food: Leonard Allen MI ’71, Tommy Ankerson MT ’96,
Laura Cunningham Ball MT ’00, Gary J. Davis MI ’71, Diane Davis Fayard BT ’69 and Bill Wolfarth on behalf of his wife
Mitzi Zalopany Wolfarth BT ’59. What better way to come home to McT than with fried shrimp, good friends and lots
of laughs?
On Wednesday, December 20th we hosted the 2nd Annual “Jacket Jingle” at Heroes Sports Bar and
Grille in West Mobile to kick off the Christmas holidays in Jacket style. We hope to hold more of these
alumni socials throughout the year at various locations around town. Please let me know if you are
alumni and would like to host a social at your place of business!
Over the past few months, I have watched our alumni give back to McT in the form of time,
labor and resources. I have heard them speak about how they have become the people they are
today because of their time here and about the love and respect they had for their teachers and
their classmates. We have all been faithfully formed in mind, body and spirit, and for this we
are truly grateful. Always I will remember; Thy love shall rule for aye!
Sincerely,

Jennifer D. Tolbert ’97
12
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Hall of Fame Inductees

Teresa Wilhite Cash, Bishop Toolen ’73
Andrew W. Cash, McGill Institute ’73
“Andrew and Teresa Cash, at the peak of their careers,
decided to walk away from the prestige and financial gain they
had surely enjoyed, to answer a call from God to more fully
commit to a cause that was already a priority for them. They are
absolutely the best, the best, of what we have always hoped to
achieve at McGill-Toolen…that is, to form students who go out
into the world as successful adults whose lives are thoroughly
grounded in their Catholic faith, and who go on to live out that
faith in their families and professional careers.”
- Lynn Donaghey Clapper, Bishop Toolen ’72

Aside from Andrew’s professional career, Teresa and Andrew
Cash have accomplished nearly all of their civic and church
related volunteer efforts together. Their nomination as a couple
into the McGill-Toolen Hall of Fame is unprecedented. While
Teresa and Andrew are outstanding on their own, their lives as
a married couple truly set them apart. Christopher Bell, President and C.E.O. of Good Counsel Homes, describes them in
this way: “Like modern day Apostles, it is possible to say about
Andy and Teresa, that “Christ is in you” as is “His Spirit who
lives” in each as one (Romans: 8:10-11) and touches everyone
who comes to know them.”
Teresa and Andrew met in high school, where they were
both accomplished athletes. Teresa was a member of the
original Dirty Dozen volleyball team that went on to win the
National Title in 1973. She was chosen 1st Team All-American
that same year. Teresa was also Class Treasurer, a member of
the National Honor Society, and Senior Class Sweetheart.
Andrew lettered two years as a catcher for the McGill baseball

team, and made the Mobile All-City team in 1973 as a catcher.
He was also the starting guard on the freshman football team
and played freshman and
JV basketball. Andrew
accomplished all of this
while working throughout
high school helping his dad’s
parking business.
After graduation, Teresa
attended the University of
Montevallo where she was
a member of the volleyball
team, an officer in Alpha
Delta Pi Sorority, and
named to the Dean’s List.
She then transferred to the
University of South Alabama
and played volleyball for the
Jaguars. Teresa and Andrew
were married at Little Flower Catholic Church in Mobile on
March 19, 1977 and recently celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary. Andrew earned his Bachelor of Science degree in
Chemical Engineering from the University of South Alabama
in 1978 while participating in the Cooperative Education
Program. He worked with Union Carbide Engineering Firm
for the equivalent 1.5 years while attending engineering school.
Andrew remained with the firm until 1985, and earned his
MBA in Finance from the University of Houston during that
time. He was named to the Beta Gamma Sigma Honor Society
(a national MBA honor) and Sigma Iota Epsilon National
Honorary and Professional Management Fraternity for being
in the top five percent of his class.
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Hall of Fame Inductees (continued)
Teresa Wilhite Cash, Bishop Toolen ’73
Andrew W. Cash, McGill Institute ’73
In 1986, the Cash family moved to New Jersey. Andrew
worked on Wall Street as a leading Stock Analyst for the
chemical and agricultural biotechnology sectors on a worldwide basis from 1986-2005 and again from 2011-2013. Most
of his New York career was spent at UBS (and predecessor
Paine Webber, that it acquired) and his investment banking
deals ranged from 100s of millions to multiple billions of
dollars. Andrew was voted onto the Institutional Investor
Magazine All-American Research Team ten times – the
financial industry equivalent to making a Major League sports
All-Star Team. He was also voted the number one commodity
Chemical Analyst by U.S. Hedge Fund Community, selected
to the Institutional Investor Global Research Team, and made
National and International TV and guest speaker appearances.
Andrew also worked as a Stock and Bond Research
Director from 2006-2007, creating a wealth management
research department of 25 analysts for UBS’s ultra-high net
worth clients. From 2008-2010, Andrew served as a Hedge
Fund Manager and founded Point Clear Value Partners, LP
which beat the S&P 500 Total Return by 42percent.
While in New Jersey, both Teresa and Andrew were very
active in their Catholic community. Andrew would go to pray
and do Pro-Life sidewalk counseling in Englewood, the site
of a notorious late-term abortionist. Teresa would go into the
inner city of Newark to hold babies who were abandoned and
suffering from being addicted to street drugs like Heroin and
Cocaine at the “Boarder Baby” program at the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey Hospital. According
to Christopher Bell, Teresa would say “it was natural and a
blessing for her.” It also helped infants develop in as normal
and caring environment as possible during their hospital
stay. Andrew joined Mr. Bell in his mission, Good Counsel
Homes, which helps homeless mothers and babies. Andrew
brought his brother Knights of Columbus and pastor to Good
Counsel’s home in Spring Valley, NY which led to a group
of volunteers forming a Leadership Team which to this day
continues to offer support and fellowship. He visited with
volunteers and supporters in three states to further encourage
their commitment to help mothers and babies in need.
In 2013, Andrew at the peak of his productivity, with the
opportunity for many more years in one of Wall Street’s most
prestigious jobs, voluntarily left. According to Teresa this was
“a decision reached from many months of prayer and discern-

ment. Andrew knew he wanted to be more active with his
time, talent, and treasure to promote life, especially protection
of the unborn. Despite living a life in the fast lane of the
business world, he was not one to compromise his Catholic
principles. He was a great mentor for the many professionals
that worked for him and alongside him, teaching them by
his example. Andrew started his day with Mass at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral and anyone who knew him knew his routine.”
Teresa and Andrew moved to Pensacola, Florida where
they became members of Holy Spirit Parish and coordinators
for Pro-Life activities. They’ve helped at 40 Days for Life,
attended the Tallahassee March for Life, were part of the first
ever Pensacola March for Life and much more. When Andrew
asked where homeless women who were pregnant would go
along the Gulf Coast, he found Mary’s Shelter in Elberta, AL.
He arranged the friendly merger of Mary’s Shelter and Good
Counsel in May 2016 and, since the merger, occupancy has
been over 100 percent which is up from 20 percent; 15 babies
have been born to resident moms; annual fund raising has
more than doubled to over $400,000; and volunteer corps
have been well developed in Mobile, Baldwin County, and
Pensacola. Both Andrew and Teresa have enlisted hundreds
of new friends and supporters, many of them McGill-Toolen
alums, to become involved in Good Counsel Mary’s Shelter
Gulf Coast.
Christopher Bell sums up Teresa and Andrew in this way:
“The Cash’s commitment and desire to share the Catholic
message about Life and Love with others is infectious. It is
obvious that above all both Andrew and Teresa put their
Catholic faith in Jesus Christ as the most important priority
in their lives. That faith has given them a tremendously strong
marriage of longer than 40 years and helped them raise and
educate their five children: Audwin (39), Brant (38), Christopher (35), Mark (30) and Brigid (23) to know, love and
serve Jesus in and through the Catholic Church. They have
taught and inspired many couples to strive in fulfilling their
faith through teaching Natural Family Planning and speaking
about parenting at parishes throughout multiple Archdioceses. Additionally, they’ve taught marriage preparation classes
as well as led Bible Studies. Through God’s Providence they
can claim the blessing of their Catholic education and even
finding each other here in Mobile through McGill-Toolen.
From there, they have gone out and returned, always helping
spreading the faith in word and action.”

R. Gaynor McCown, McGill-Toolen ’79
Gaynor McCown was born and raised in Mobile and
graduated from McGill-Toolen in 1979. The youngest of
five children, two boys and three girls separated by six years.
As a little girl, Gaynor focused on swimming and diving.
When she was 10, she was the fastest swimmer in the city
in her age group and at 14, she was state diving champion.

and was asked to stay on at the White House as Senior
Policy Analyst for the Domestic Policy Council where she
focused on education policy. She was there for two years and
provided input to President Clinton on educational policy,
accompanying him when he gave education-related speeches.
Gaynor returned to NYC in 1996 as Senior Vice
President for Education at the New York City Partnership
and Chamber of Commerce. She led the
development of Breakthrough For Learning,
a plan that provided monetary rewards to
top teachers and principals. In 1998, she was
the Senior Vice President at Edison Schools,
headed by Yale’s former president. That same
year, she married Jonathan Miller, a senior
executive handling communications for a major
real estate company.

Gaynor entered McGill-Toolen not
immune to the era’s rebelliousness and
with a vacuum due to her mother’s death
two years earlier. When she graduated she
was performing well academically, but a
more remarkable transition occurred. The
energy that had fueled her earlier athletic
success was being redirected into service
for others. One McGill-Toolen teacher in
particular was a catalyst. Father Robeshard
taught Gaynor religion in her junior year;
R. Gaynor McCown
she was one of six students he selected to
McGill-Toolen Class of 1979
accompany him on a three week summer
trip to his family’s farm in Canada. They
“Hillary and I were deeply
stayed with relatives and friends along
saddened to learn of
the way. Her brother hosted a lunch
Gaynor’s
death. She was a
when they came through New York City
wonderful
woman
who served
and observed her enthusiasm for helping
my Administration
others that would come to define her
with distinction.”
life’s path.

In 2002, Gaynor accepted the position
of Executive Director of The Teaching
Commission. Founded by former IBM CEO
Lou Gerstner, the commission included
former First Lady Barbara Bush, and other
prominent business and government leaders.
Gaynor worked to reinvent and reinvigorate
the teaching profession by linking pay to
performance, and by modernizing teacher
training, recruitment and support. She was the
lead author of the commission’s 2004 report
President William J. Clinton Teaching At Risk: A Call To Action and testified
After McGill-Toolen, Gaynor went to
before a congressional panel on its findings.
St. Mary’s, a Catholic girl’s college in Notre Dame, Indiana.
Graduating in 1983, she spent the next year in Chile working
In early 2005, after a brief and seemingly inconsequential
as a lay missionary with the Holy Cross Associates. She helped illness, she was diagnosed with bile duct cancer, a rare form of
develop an education program to prevent alcohol and drug
liver cancer and was operated on by one of the top surgeons
abuse at an inner city school in Santiago. When she returned, in the country. The surgery was unsuccessful as her disease
Gaynor went to work for Catholic Charities in Chicago where was advanced. Gaynor died in November 2005, shortly after
she recruited, trained and licensed Spanish speaking homes
turning 45. At the time of her death, Gaynor was on a half
for a foster care program.
dozen educational boards, including NYC Outward Bound
where she was Vice-Chairman. In recognition of Gaynor’s
Now focused on education, Gaynor earned a master’s
contributions, they said that a new school would be named
degree in education and worked as a teacher at an alternative
after her. The Gaynor McCown Expeditionary Learning
public school in New York’s South Bronx. She developed
School on Staten Island opened its doors to a freshman class
curriculum for students who had been expelled or had
in 2010. By 2014, it had expanded to a full high school with
dropped out of other NYC public schools; she introduced
600 students.With a 97percent graduation rate and with 95
and coordinated the school’s Outward Bound program,
percent of those graduates continuing on to college, many of
introducing inner city kids to outdoor adventures and team
them the first in their family to attend college, the Gaynor
building. In 1992, with a group of progressive teachers,
McCown Expeditionary Learning School sharply outperforms
Gaynor founded a public high school in the Lower East Side
almost all NYC schools. The school’s motto is “make a mark,
of New York City that still performs well above its peers.
make a difference” and it permeates everything it does,
including required community service by all of its students.
In 1993, Gaynor was selected as a White House Fellow.
Gaynor’s legacy of service, which has its roots in her McGillOnly 12 people are chosen annually. Gaynor spent her year
Toolen years, lives on in the school.
as a special assistant to Secretary of Education Richard Riley
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David C. Morris, McGill-Toolen ’98
“There have been a lot of great athletes and coaches in
Mobile but few can equal David Morris. He is top-notch and
first class in any category you want to measure him by. His
character, fairness, and values are beyond reproach. He is the
epitome of what you want in a coach/trainer and individual.”
- A.J. McCarron

David Morris, the son of Stephanie Betty Morris (BT ’65)
and Skeeter Morris (MI ’63), is a native of Mobile and
attended St. Ignatius Catholic School. David has been
playing football since he could walk and talk, and has played
quarterback since the third grade. He
began at McGill-Toolen Catholic High
School in 1994, and was a member of the
football, track and freshman basketball
teams. David describes himself as always
being the undersized, less gifted player
who had to outwork people. To date,
David is the McGill-Toolen record holder
for career passing yards with 5,110 and
touchdown passes with 44. He is second
in single season passing yards with 2,387
and 24 touchdown passes. In his senior
year, David was named the Student
Athlete of the Year and he was named
the Offensive MVP his junior and senior
years. According to former Yellow Jacket
head coach Paul Crane, David “is one of the
finest athletes I coached at McGill-Toolen.
It was an honor to be associated with a
young man of his character. He was a true leader on and off the
field. He is one of the finest young men I’ve had the privilege of
being around.”
After graduating from McGill-Toolen, David attended
the University of Mississippi where he again played
quarterback and was a four-year letterman in football from
1998-2002. At Ole Miss, David was coached by three of the
most respected quarterback coaches in all of football: Noel
Mazzone (current Offensive Coordinator at Texas A&M),
David Cutcliffe (current Duke head coach), and Kurt Roper
(current South Carolina Offensive Coordinator). He was a
four-year travel roommate with two-time Super Bowl MVP
Eli Manning.
David earned a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree from Ole Miss, and went into full-time real estate
16
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work with Courtney & Morris from 2003-2010; training
aspiring quarterbacks on the side. One such aspiring
quarterback was the University of Alabama’s A.J. McCarron.
McCarron states, “I first met David Morris many years ago as
a player stepping onto the field for quarterback training. That is
the day my respect for not only David the coach, but also David
the man began. Throughout my high school career I saw David
treat his players (trainees), parents and everyone around him with
the upmost respect. David puts much more emphasis on players
growing into strong, motivated and successful young men.”
In 2010, David founded QB Country which is a yearround training and development program for local middle
and high school quarterbacks, as well as
those at the collegiate level. Combining his
wealth of quarterback education learned
from the coaches mentioned above with
his own experience of playing the position,
David felt compelled to offer this advanced
training to quarterbacks who dream of
playing at a high level. The result is a
well-rounded regimen that has gradually
emerged as one of the most respected and
sought after quarterback training programs
in the country.
QB Country trained quarterbacks
have signed 80 scholarships in the last
four signing classes and three of the last six
College Football National Championship
teams were led by QB Country trained
quarterbacks (McCarron in 2011 & 2012
and Coker in 2015). QB Country has had four quarterbacks
drafted in the last five years that it prepared for the NFL
Pre-Draft process (Matt Barkley, A.J. McCarron, Paxton
Lynch, and Chad Kelly). QB Country has ten locations in
seven different states and trains more quarterbacks than any
other QB training group in the United States.
At the 69th Annual Toy Bowl Banquet, David
encouraged the young student-athletes to trust in God,
believe in yourself, and follow God’s will in pursuing your
passion in life. In nominating David for the Hall of Fame,
current CYO Director David Weems states, “He represents
the finest of what we strive to teach and model at McGillToolen Catholic.”
David is married to Blakely Duhe Morris (MT ’07) and
the couple has one daughter, Amelia (age 2 ½).

Please Pray For Our Deceased
Alumni & Staff
“Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord.”

Bishop Toolen
Dolores Adell Reed Wilcox
Frances Weide Hodapp ’42
Lucille Lavelle McRae ’44
Delores “Doddle” Cash Parker ’48
Therese Conner ’49
Grace Walsh Carroll ’51
Marie Simmons Ruisi ’51
Julie Brinson ’57
Texcie Anne Willcox Veasey ’60
Jean Wagstaff Nicolas ’62
Adele “Dell” Stuardi Gwatkin ’66
Stella Marie Daigle Grant ’68
Convent of Mercy
Jeanette O’Connor Richardson ’38
Ann Fitz-Gerald Lucassen ’42
Geneva Hall Nix ’45
Doris Rasp Hopper ’46
Agnes Louise McCarron Olney ’48
Margaret Claire Ellsworth
Armstrong ’50
Margaret Lipscomb Bolton ’50

McGill Institute
Edward E. “Ed” Peters ’40
Joseph H. Ruffin ’45
Frank P. Patrick ’48
Matthew A. McGuire ’51
Leo Jacob ’51
John Joseph Arata Sr. ’52
Jack Dick ’52
Robert T. Schneider ’52
Francis Lynwood Cayton ’53
Leonard D. Foley ’54
Walter F. “Dukie” D’Olive ’55
Denis Duffy ’57
William J. “Bubba” Moore ’59
John Busby ’59
Dr. L. Franklin Brown ’61
Joseph E. Vella ’61
Louis E. Gueret ’64
John Edward Pritchett ’64
Robert F. “Rick” Nicks ’65
Gary R. Henriksen ’67
Phillip Joseph Calametti ’68

Albert C. “Sonny” Holman ’68
John Lawrence Hunt ’68
Dr. Gerald P. Galle, Sr. ’70
McGill-Toolen
John Paul Hornung Jr. ’76
Robert Christopher Zoghby ’76
Donald E. Barry ’77
Maria R. Blanks ’78
John Stein ’80
Clarence Cornelius “Neil” Keller Jr. ’83
Staff
Mickey Champon
Families, please let the
Alumni Office know in the
event of the death of our
alumni or staff members at
tolberj@mcgill-toolen.org.

Alumni Babies, Weddings & Anniversaries
Miracles – Alumni Babies
Ham Barnett MT ’97, his wife,
Whitney, and big brother, Hamilton,
welcomed baby girl, Lila Marie, on
November 16, 2017.
Hannon Fayard, Jr. MT ’99, his wife
Krista, and big brothers Aidan and Ross
welcomed baby boy, Bryce, on February
8, 2018.
Philip Meador MT ’01 and his wife,
Lizzi, celebrated the first birthday of
their baby girl, Amelia “Millie” Murray
Meador, on January 29, 2018. Millie
shares the same birthday as her paternal
grandmother, Debbie McFarlane
Meador BT ’73.
Megan Killion Klein MT ’04, husband
Ted, big sister, Mary Kathleen, and

big brother, Lou, welcomed baby girl,
Cecilia Anne, on September 18, 2017.

November 11, 2017. The couple
resides in Mobile.

Brittany Rickert Callaway
MT ’07 and her husband,
Miller, welcomed baby boy,
Hunter Reynolds Callaway,
on November 3, 2017.

Emily DeVoe MT ’10 married Charles
Munderloh on September 16, 2017 at
Corpus Christi Catholic Church. The
couple resides in Knoxville, Tennessee.

Weddings – Alumni Marriages
John W. Edwards MT ’00 married
Alyssa Lewis on October 1, 2017 in
New Orleans, Louisiana. The couple
resides in Seattle, Washington.
Justin Quint MT ’07 married Emilie
Rinehart on December 16, 2017 at
St. Mary Catholic Church. The couple
resides in Mobile.
Daniel Lawrence MT ’08 and Chelsea
Fenton MT ’09 were married on

Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations
Dr. William J. Wilhelm MI ’53 and
his wife Patricia Zietz Wilhelm ME
’54 celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on August 17, 2017.
The couple was married at St. Mary
Catholic Church.
Leonard J. Allen, Jr. MI ’71
and his wife, Leigh, celebrated their
40th wedding anniversary on
October 22, 2017.
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John Penick MI ’59, made his movie
debut in the summer 2017 blockbuster,
Spider-Man: Homecoming, playing Mr.
Hapgood, Peter Parker’s high school
teacher. John discovered his love of acting
late in life. After graduating from Auburn
University, he landed a job with Crawford
and Co. and over the years, his corporate
career took him to Chicago where he met
his wife, Frieda. The loving couple has been married over 50
years. John’s corporate career also took them to Canada where
they lived for 10 years and eventually to Atlanta where he has
retired as a vice president with the company.

Greg Hilley MI ’66, was the Alabama state high school
tennis champion in 1966 and attended the University
of Florida on an athletic scholarship. He has a daughter,
Emily, and two grandchildren: Evan (5) and Conor (2). He
currently resides in Belton, Texas and is a retired public school
teacher who taught Special Education and was a tennis coach.

Members of the Class of 1960, spearheaded by Matt
Avinger and Buddy Wilder, provided and served lunch
catered by Charlie Wilton to 100 guests at Camp Grace’s
Camp Bluebird. Classmates met at Camp Bluebird this past
October to serve the lunch
as part of their class effort
to volunteer and give back
to the community. Camp
Bluebird is a twice-a-year
getaway for adults who
have, or have had, cancer.

Mike Diamond MI ’70, published
a new book The Diamond Process:
How to Fix Your Organization and
Effectively Lead People. This innovative
book is the latest publication from
Mike’s new enterprise, Diamond
Strategy Group. This group may assist
organizations in a variety of ways which include using the
book as part of a leadership training program and bringing
group members in to do speaking engagements. You may
learn more about Diamond Strategy Group and purchase the
book from their website: www.diamondstrategygroup.com.

John Marshall MI ’68, and his wife Helen have three grown
children: Shana, Tasha and Jennifer. He earned his Ed.S from
the University of Alabama at Birmingham and worked as a
School Psychologist for 40 years in Panama City, Florida.
He recently retired in June and is now living the good life
on PCB.

Patricia Ray Goodall BT ’61, and her husband, Tom
(SHC ’61), were married at St. Joseph’s Chapel at Spring
Hill College and recently celebrated their 55th wedding
anniversary. Pat is now retired after two successful careers, the
first being Division Manager for Avon Corporation where
she won trips to Europe and New York City as one of the
top division managers in the U.S. This was followed by a
career as an award-winning realtor. Pat and Tom have two
married children; Greg (Karen) and Lisa (Chris) and two
grandchildren, Gabrielle and MacKenzie, respectively.

Patrick McDonald MT ’75, works for Precision
Engineering, Inc. and he and his wife, Karen, sail their
Pearson 39 in their free time. The couple has two children
who are both graduates of McT: Caroline ’10 is a lawyer in
Houston with Vinson & Elkins specializing in energy mergers
and acquisitions and Keenan ’12 is a mechanical engineer
and works for the U.S. Navy in Panama City, Florida. Both
attended Auburn University.

Robert Morales MI ’63, was recently chosen as the “Cruiser
of the Year” by Fremantle Sailing Club for his successful
circumnavigation of the world and volunteer work on behalf
of the club. Robert sailed his 39-ft. sail boat around the world
from May 2008 to April 2013. You may visit his blog at http://
pachucaroundtheworld.blogspot.com.au for more information
and complete details about his amazing adventure.

Jonathan Mangum ’89, attended college in Orlando,
Florida where he began performing
with SAK Theatre’s “Theatre Sports,”
a wildly successful improv show. While
performing 13 shows each week and
attending college, he began to work with
a group of improvisers that included
Wayne Brady, and appeared on T.V.
shows such as: Clarissa Explains it All,
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Welcome Freshman, Fortune Hunter and Seaquest DSV.
Jonathan then moved to Los Angeles where he was joined
by his Orlando improv troupe, later called The Houseful of
Honkeys, for a five year show at the ACME Theater. He also
appeared on Married…with Children, Just Shoot Me, and ER.
He has been a series regular on Comedy Central’s Stripmall,
The Wayne Brady Show (ABC), The Drew Carey Show (ABC),
and Trust Us with Your Life (ABC). After two seasons on The
Drew Carey Show, Drew invited Jonathan to join the Drew
Carey Improv All-Stars. The group went on tour in over 60
venues, including Carnegie Hall, and currently does several
yearly Las Vegas performances. Working with Rob Reiner,
Jonathan appeared with Jack Nicholson in The Bucket List and
soon after with Eddie Murphy in Imagine That. He co-wrote
and starred in VH-1’s spoof Home Purchasing Club as well as
an award winning short film, Conversations. Jonathan recently
wrote an animated short pilot for the Walt Disney Company
entitled, The Lumberjacksons and can currently be seen as the
co-host of Let’s Make a Deal on CBS. He is married to Leah
Mangum, a casting director, and the couple has two sons.
Erin Nelson Delaporte ’98, Todd LaCour ’98, Paul
Beckmann ’99, Paul Kleinschrodt ’04, Sam Dennis ’06,
and Chelsea Lipford Wolf ’06 are our McT Alumni that
were recently named to Mobile Bay Magazine’s 40 Under 40,
Class of 2017.
Dalain Williams MT ’01, is currently the lead software
engineer for financial technology company, Elevate, Inc.,
in Fort Worth, Texas. He and his wife, Christie, have two
children: Addison (10) and Dalain (6). He completed his
M.B.A. from Prairie View A&M University and has peerreviewed research journal publications in the Southern Journal
of Business & Ethics, 9, 180-192. Dalain also completed a
study abroad program with the China-United States Exchange
Foundation in China this past summer. He enjoys traveling,
golf, cross-fit, cycling, triathlons and mentoring.
Katherine Ashley Smith MT ’04, reigned as the 2017
Mobile Area Mardi Gras Association
Queen. She earned a Bachelor
of Science degree in Therapeutic
Recreation from the University of
Southern Mississippi and completed
an extern with Little Sisters of the
Poor, Sacred Heart Residence.
Katherine also obtained an Associate
Degree in Applied Science with
a concentration as a Physical
Therapist Assistant from Bishop State
Community College. She attends St.
Ignatius Catholic Church, and is a
member of the American Physical Therapist Association and
Junior League of Mobile. In attendance in her Royal Court

were fellow alumni: Ashely Hall ’08, Aaron McDougle ’13,
Lorenzo McKee ’14, and Wil Young ’14.
Dr. Leah Birch MT ’08, received her Ph.D. from Harvard
University in Applied Mathematics, focusing on Climate
Research using Numerical Modeling.
Christopher Ray Coleman MT ’09, published his first book,
The 180 Effect: Homeless To Business Owner In One Decision,
in the Fall of 2015. The book documents how he started
homeless in 2013, and then took advantage of a sales job
with Cutco Cutlery. He went from being a rep to an assistant
manager in two weeks, and promoted to District Manager in
nine months. He moved to Florence, Alabama, and started
a headquarters from scratch; building a six-figure business
and 150 rep sales force in 18 months. Christopher is also
the Co-Founder & President of Health Is Wealth Nation, a
division of Herbalife Nutrition.
Maggie Browning and Will Killion, both MT ’13, are two
of the 125 students that were accepted into the University
of Alabama Law School’s class of 2020 and are in their first
year of law. According to the school’s website, there were over
1,500 applicants for the coveted 125 spots.
Harrison Louden MT ’13, an offensive lineman for the
University of South Alabama, was among 71 FBS candidates
for the National Football Foundation
& College Hall of Fame’s William V.
Campbell Trophy this past fall. This
prestigious honor, commonly referred
to as the “Academic Heisman”,
recognizes an individual as the
absolute best football scholar-athlete
in the nation.
Natalie Wagnon MT ’13, is a former
Chamber Singer who was selected for the Lingua e Canto
program in Italy this past summer.
She was one of only 25 people selected
to complete the three week intensive
Italian language immersion and vocal
performance course for opera singers.
Natalie lived in a little town called
Sant’Angelo in Vado about two hours
from Bologna, where very few people
speak English.
The McT Class of 2014 is pleased to announce its 2017
Camellia Ball debutantes: Mary Deas Baker, Mary Beverly
Finkbohner, Pasley Elizabeth Graham, Catherine
Grace Griffith, Mary Margaret Griffith, Julia Margaret
Kirkpatrick, and Anne Catherine Rodriguez.
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Mauricio Cole MT ’14, joined
other University of South Alabama
engineering students in an
exchange program with Germany’s
Karlsruhe University of Applied
Sciences. During their semester
at Karlsruhe, the students take engineering courses in their
major, taught in English for both German and American
students, allowing them to get study abroad experience
without added cost to graduation. Such experience is of great
importance to many multi-national companies who employ
these graduates, such as Airbus, Evonik, BASF and Austal.
Cam Kenney ’15, now a junior at the University of
Southern Mississippi, took part in three March for Life trips
to Washington, D.C. while at McT. This past summer, he
spread a similar pro-life message when he biked from San
Francisco to Washington,
D.C. in support of his
fraternity, Pi Kappa Phi’s,
charity “Journey for Hope”
to raise money and support
for people with mental and
physical disabilities. The
journey began on June 6th and ended on August 12th, with
30 cyclists and eight crew members averaging 75 miles per
day. Since 1987, Pi Kappa Phi members have undertaken
the “Journey for Hope” and now raise more than $500,000
annually.
Karen Wentworth MT ’15, went on her first March for Life
with McT during her sophomore year, sparking a fire within
her to become more active in the pro-life movement. Her
passion for educating others about the injustice of abortion
has grown stronger as she has attended the University of
Alabama, studying Social Work, the past three years. She
quickly became involved
with Bama Catholic and
Bama Students For Life
(BSFL), and ended her term
as the outgoing President
of BSFL this year as she
lead a group of about 30
UA students on her fifth
pilgrimage to D.C. for the March for Life this past January.
Karen spoke at a rally held in Montgomery on the steps
of the Capitol building in April of 2017 to promote the
pro-life message as part of the Proposal 16 movement and
was honored to speak at the event held the Friday night after
this past National March for the group traveling up from the
Archdiocese of Mobile.
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Nick West MT ’16, was named one of the inaugural
Young Alumni Speakers at the American Federation for
Children’s National Policy Summit in Indianapolis this
past summer. Nick is currently a student at the University
of Alabama in Huntsville, and spoke about his experience
with state policymakers, school choice
advocates, parents and the media about
the opportunities children receive from
opportunity scholarships, tax credit
scholarships and education savings
accounts.
David Martorana MT ’17, was selected for the 20172018 Auburn University Freshman Forum. AU’s Freshman
Forum is a unique opportunity that allows freshmen to
serve as representatives of first-year students to the Student
Government Association. The selected students promote
leadership in Auburn’s freshman class through service
and experience.
Zach Chiepalich MT ’17, is a member of the Auburn
University, Army ROTC. He is majoring in Business
Administration and his Branch
choice is Military Police with a JAG
specialty. Cadet Chiepalich won the
January Cadet of the Month Board.
Being able to recite the Soldiers
Creed, sing the Army Song and
answer multiple Army knowledge
questions led him to receive the
highest score. Cadet Chiepalich
joined Army ROTC to serve and
become a leader while being able to give back to the country
that has given him many opportunities.

*Please complete the “What’s

New with You?” form on the
opposite page or email your
updates and photos to tolberj@
mcgill-toolen.org. Let us know
about births, deaths, marriages
and any newsworthy information.
We want to include you!

Campus Ministry Fall Recap 2017

New Tax Laws...

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 9

making a donation preserves the tax benefit of the donation.
If the taxpayer has a 25 percent marginal tax rate, making
the donation directly from their IRA would save them 25
percent of the donated amount.
There are some limitations to this strategy including a
$100,000 cap on the amount donated directly each year,
and it is important that proper procedures are followed to
assure the distribution is paid directly to a qualified charity.
But since many donors make donations and take IRA
distributions throughout the year, it would behoove them
to consult their tax advisor now to determine the potential
benefits of this strategy for them.
If you are interested please contact Kim Dunne,
Director of Advancement at dunnek@mcgill-toolen.org
or (251) 295-2290.

%

fun. Looking ahead to the rest of the semester we have:
Women’s Retreat, Men’s Retreat, Stations of the Cross, our
monthly school Mass, quarterly Reconciliation services,
praise and worship nights, faculty day of service and retreat,
and more. Please keep our students, parents, staff, and
our ministry in your prayers. If you feel able to support
our ministry, we recently ran our first annual MCT 365
fundraising campaign. We are overwhelmed at the support
and well wishes, but we still have work to fill our donation
calendar for the year. You can see more about how to donate
at our website: mctministry.org/donate. Trust us when we
say, every amount helps. Whether it is paying for a meal
for our altar servers, covering the cost of retreat journals,
paying someone’s way for the March for Life, etc., it helps
tremendously.
Thank you for your support: spiritually and financially.
Our students are encountering the person of Jesus Christ,
and their lives are changing because of it. All glory to
God, always.

%

We Want to Know What’s

New with You?

Please use this form to help keep us up-to-date with your recent adventures and contact information.
You may also contact Jennifer Tolbert, Director of Enrollment and Alumni Affairs, at 251-445-2913 or
tolberj@mcgill-toolen.org with any updates or questions. Go Jackets!
Mail form to: Jennifer Tolbert, 1501 Old Shell Rd. · Mobile, AL 36604
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
______________________________________________________ _______________________________ _____________ ___________________
Address
City
State
Zip
______________________________________________________
Phone

________________________________________________________________
Email

______________________________________________________
High School

________________ _______________________________________________
Class
Employer

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hobbies
_______________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________
Spouse
Children’s names and ages and alum year
Events /Achievements _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comments_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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REU N
Upcoming Reunions
Class of 1958 - 60th Reunion
Bishop Toolen, Convent of Mercy
and McGill Institute
April 20-21, 2018
In addition to the reunion weekend, the class gathers for
dinner at Judy’s Place on Hwy 90 the last Tuesday of the
month at 5:30 pm. All classmates are invited to attend!

Saturday, April 21st:
Mercy – Alumnae Mass & Brunch at 10:00 am,
Our Savior Church
Band Alumni – Dutch treat at 11:00 am, T.P. Crockmiers
Downtown
Main event at McT – Mass at 5:00 pm, tour of McT at 6:00
pm and social from 7:00 – 11:00 pm

Class Contact: Charlie Wilton

Sunday, April 22nd:
Toolen – Dutch treat at 11:00 am, Boudreaux’s in Daphne

Class of 1968 - 50th Reunion
Bishop Toolen, Convent of Mercy and
McGill Institute
April 20-22, 2018

Class contacts:
Toolen: Anne Godwin (azaleamom@aol.com)
Mercy: Peggy Martin (peggy5522@att.net)
McGill: Mark Tapia, (mark@tapiamobile.com)

Friday, April 20th:
Toolen – Dutch treat at 6:00 pm, Moe’s BBQ downtown
Mercy – Dutch treat at 5:30 pm, The Bicycle Shop downtown
McGill – Dutch treat at 6:00 pm, Serda’s Brewery downtown

Recent Reunions
Class of 1965 - 70th Birthday Celebration
Bishop Toolen & Convent of Mercy
Held August 26, 2017
Class Contacts: Theresa Romanick Orrell, (251) 454-4667;
Jo Ann Pike Wunchel; Charlotte Boyes Brady,
(251) 454-0458; or Martha Brown Worrell, (251) 610-1190
Class of 1977 - 40th Reunion
McGill-Toolen
Held October 13 – 15, 2017
Class Contact: Eileen Wishon (ewishon@yahoo.com)
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Class of 1977

I ON S
Class of 1981 - “Double Nickel” Birthday Celebration, McGill-Toolen
Held October 14, 2017
Class Contact: Join the “McGill-Toolen
Class of 1981” Facebook page
to keep in touch!

Class of 1997

Class of 1997
20 Year Reunion,
McGill-Toolen
Held June 23 – 24, 2017
Class Contact: Join the “McGill-Toolen
Class of 1997” Facebook group
to keep in touch!
Class of 2007
10 Year Reunion,
McGill-Toolen
Held August 4 – 5, 2017
Class of 2007

2nd Annual
Jacket Jingle, McGill-Toolen
Held December 20, 2017
Class of 2012
5 Year Reunion,
McGill-Toolen
Held December 22, 2017
Class Contacts: Lee Leavitt
(leavitt@gmail.com)
and Sarah Setterstrom
(sasetterstrom@crimson.ua.edu)

jacket jingle
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2018
McGill-Toolen Catholic High School is challenging our alumni to compete
against fellow graduation classes in our first annual April Alumni Challenge for
The Fund for McGill-Toolen Catholic! It is a three-week giving competition that
challenges each class to increase the percentage of classmates who contribute to
The Fund.
The competition begins April 9th and wraps up April 30th. Every gift matters.
No gift is too small to count for your class.

Calendar
of Events
Dancing with Stars
March 24

How can you make a gift?
Give online!

Holy Thursday
March 29

Visit www.mcgill-toolen.org and click Donate Now!

Good Friday
March 30

Follow McGill-Toolen Catholic on Facebook

Easter
April 1

and look for details about the April Alumni Challenge!
Mail your gift, to:
The Fund for McGill-Toolen Catholic,

Easter Break
April 2 - 6
Graduation
May 18

1501 Old Shell Road. Mobile, AL 36604.
Be sure to indicate your graduation year, so your class will be counted!
We will begin posting rankings the week of April 9th.
And don’t worry, if you have already made a donation to The Fund
your gift will be counted for the April Alumni Challenge.

For more information visit
www.mcgill-toolen.org
or call 445-2900

