Montour School District
Montour recognized as
Common Sense
Digital Citizenship Certified School
Common Sense, a national nonprofit organization dedicated to
helping kids and families thrive in a world of digital media and
technology, has recognized Montour School District as a Common
Sense Digital Citizenship Certified School.
Montour has demonstrated its commitment to taking a wholecommunity approach to preparing its students to use the immense
power of digital media to explore, create, connect and learn,
while limiting the perils that exist in the online realm, such as
plagiarism, loss of privacy and cyber bullying.
“We applaud the faculty and staff of Montour for embracing
digital citizenship as an important part of their students’
education,” said Rebecca Randall, vice president of education
programs for Common Sense Education. “Montour deserves high
praise for giving its students the foundational skills they need to
compete and succeed in the 21st-century workplace and participate
ethically in society at large.”
Montour has been utilizing Common Sense Education’s
innovative and research-based digital citizenship resources, which
were created in collaboration with Dr. Howard Gardner of the
GoodPlay Project at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
The resources teach students, educators and parents tangible
skills related to Internet safety, protecting online reputations and
personal privacy, managing online relationships, and respecting
creative copyright. The free resources are currently used in more
than 90,000 classrooms nationwide.
“We’re honored to be recognized as a Common Sense Digital
Citizenship Certified School,” said Justin Aglio, Montour’s
director of innovation. “By preparing our students to use
technology safely and responsibly, we are providing them
unlimited opportunities to maximize and personalize their
learning.”
Montour superintendent Dr. Michael Ghilani and Montour’s director of
innovation Justin Aglio announce Montour’s certification as a Common Sense
Digital Citizenship Certified School with Common Sense regional manager
Jennifer Ehehalt.

Keep up to
date with construction
Be sure to keep up to date with construction
on the high school campus by going to
MontourSchools.com. View architectural plans
and a live video feed of construction under the
construction tab.
A crane hoists roof trusses into place on the new elementary
school in January.

Kindergarten
registration now open
Children living in Montour School District who
will turn 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2016 will
be eligible to enter kindergarten at Montour in the
2016-2017 school year. Registration packets are
available in the district administration office and
at the Montour elementary schools. An application
may also be downloaded from the Montour School
District website under the registration link at www.
montourschools.com.
A completed registration packet and all documents
must be returned to the district administration office
at 225 Clever Road before April 8 between the hours
of 8:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. or 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.
Parents are encouraged to register their child early,
as the sooner an accurate enrollment count can be
determined, the better prepared the district can be
to meet the needs of all students.
Mandatory annual kindergarten round-up
activities have been scheduled for several dates in
May at Forest Grove Elementary School. Parents
will be required to sign up for a specific time and
date after submitting a completed registration
packet to the registrar’s office. Additional
information will be provided upon completion
and return of a registration packet.
Parent cooperation is much appreciated,
as the district looks forward to meeting its
newest little Spartans!
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Montour leading the way
in professional development
   A number of new partnerships and initiatives at Montour are helping
the district facilitate collaboration among educators in the region.
Thanks to a number of new partnerships, Montour is becoming an
incubator of innovation and professional development. Montour is
helping leaders and experts in education develop ideas that have the
potential of benefitting not only teachers and students in this district, but
also ones across the state and region. Here are a few notable examples:
•  Montour celebrated the opening of Allegheny Intermediate Unit
transformED West on March 11. transformED West is a new approach
to professional development for teachers that incorporates educational
applications of digital media and technology, collaborative design
thinking practices, and training workshops for novices and experts,
all within an environment designed to energize and inspire teachers to
imagine what’s possible for the 21st-century classroom. The new center
is located on the second floor of the high school. Montour and the AIU
have agreed on a two-year lease, during which time any educator in
the county can utilize the center for professional development. The
satellite location also gives educators in the western suburbs more direct
access to the AIU, helping to eliminate travel costs for educators who
otherwise would need to visit the AIU’s headquarters in Homestead.
The celebratory opening event was attended by, among others,
Pennsylvania Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera.
•  Montour hosted 145 educators for EdCampPGH in November. The
“unconference” does away with the structure of predetermined topics
and agendas in favor of an open format that puts attendees in charge.
   The conference attracted educators from a range of backgrounds,
including three superintendents and a number of college professors,
including Po-Shen Loh, an associate professor of mathematics at
Carnegie Mellon University. Loh is also the founder of www.expii.com,
a crowdsourced database of practice problems in math and science.
Attendees also included Jeff McClellan, founder of MC2 STEM High
School in Cleveland, and Aaron Sams, pioneer of Flipped Learning.
   Throughout the day, attendees participated in 16 sessions that dealt
with topics such as maker spaces, design thinking and self-organized
learning environments.
•  Montour and the Allegheny Intermediate Unit have partnered on
yet another initiative: a summit that will host educators from across
western Pennsylvania for an EdTech Summit featuring Google
apps and tools. During the two-day, high-intensity event in June,
educators will learn how to deploy, integrate and use Google apps
and tools for educational purposes across grade levels. The program
will feature Google for Education Innovative Educators, Google for
Education Certified Trainers, practicing administrators and other
solution providers. The summit is planned for June 7-8. For more, visit
pa.gafesummit.com/western.
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Montour School District
receives $10,000 from
The Sprout Fund for the purpose
of Ed-Tech Refinery Partnership
Montour School District and NoRILLA have been
awarded The Sprout Fund’s Educational Technology
Refinery Grant. Thanks to the grant, elementary students
at Montour will be the first to utilize the technology in the
classroom.
NoRILLA - an acronym for Novel Research-Based
Intelligent Lifelong Learning Apparatus - is a mixedreality educational system that bridges physical and virtual
education to improve children’s science learning and
enjoyment. The patent-pending system uses depth-camera
sensing and a specialized vision algorithm to register
placement of physical objects within the workspace and
gives interactive personalized feedback to children as
they experiment and make discoveries in their physical
environment.
“This is an amazing opportunity for our students at
Montour. We are very thankful for The Sprout Fund’s
generosity and their continued support in innovative ideas
that are catalyzing education,” said Dr. Mike Ghilani,
superintendent of the Montour School District.
NoRILLA founder Nesra Yannier is a PhD candidate in
the Human-Computer Interaction Institute in the Carnegie
Mellon University School of Computer Science. Yannier has
developed the system as a part of her thesis, with advisors
Ken Koedinger and Scott Hudson. Results from Yannier’s
study of more than 100 children demonstrate that NoRILLA
is five times more effective for learning comprehension than
a tablet or computer-based system. In addition to research at
CMU, NoRILLA has been testing its system at the Children’s
Museum of Pittsburgh.
Yannier has been awarded the Mister Rogers Scholarship
and was chosen as an innovation fellow through CMU’s
Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship to help
commercialize her research to benefit society. NoRILLA
is also an NSF I-Corps Site Team and a Project Olympus
PROBE.
“We’re excited to collaborate with Carnegie
Mellon University on this one-of-a-kind, interactive
technology. NoRILLA is a perfect match to Montour’s core
values of putting children first, promoting a growth mindset
and creating a learning culture,” said Justin Aglio, director of
innovation at Montour School District.
The Sprout Fund enriches the Pittsburgh region’s vitality by
engaging citizens, amplifying voices, supporting creativity
and innovation, and cultivating connected communities.
Founded in 2001, Sprout facilitates community-led
solutions to regional challenges and supports efforts to
create a thriving, progressive and culturally diverse region.
Through strong working relationships with many community
organizations and regional stakeholders, The Sprout Fund
is one of southwestern Pennsylvania’s leading agencies
on issues related to civic engagement, talent attraction and
retention, public art, and catalytic small-scale funding. For
more, visit sproutfund.org.

Kevin Hurley to give public
performance at Montour
On April 6, four seniors
in the Montour High
School Sports, Arts,
Entertainment Marketing and
Management
Program
will host a
performance
by professional
hypnotist/
comedian Kevin
Hurley in the
Montour Athletic Center.
Hurley has performed
worldwide, including
VIP performances for
Bill Clinton, Robin
Williams and Justin
Timberlake.

His accolades include
performances at over
400 college campuses
and for companies such as
MercedesBenz, Pepsi,
Coca-Cola, PNC,
Microsoft, and
Apple. The
event is open
to the public.
Tickets sold
at the door will be $5. Doors
open at 6:30 p.m. The show
starts at 7 p.m. For more
information, email:
gfowkes1@gmail.com.

Jazz ensemble performs at
Allegheny County Courthouse

Members of the high school jazz ensemble performed holiday pieces at the
Allegheny County Courthouse in December. Pictured are (front row) Breanna
Forney, Megan Frey, Gina Wiegering, Haley Casperson, Holly Goodwin, (middle
row) Rosh Bharthi, Miles Moses, Alex Weibel, Nick Nazak, Mitchell Bentley, (back
row) Danny Skwarcha, Tristan Tran, John Weyant, Billy Cook, instructor Rob
Roehn, Matt Cross and Brandon Wilkerson.

Members of the Montour High School jazz ensemble performed
Dec. 22 at the Allegheny County Courthouse. Under the direction
of Rob Roehn, the ensemble’s jazz renditions of Christmas classics
impressed and entertained family and courthouse staff, as well
as passersby on the street. Allegheny County Executive Rich
Fitzgerald even took a moment to personally acknowledge the
group and thank them for their performance.

English instructor
joins Keystone
Technology
Innovator Program
Tenth grade honors English instructor Gina
Ligouri has been selected to participate in the
Keystone Technology Innovator Program.
Members of the program
are nominated by
principals who are
allowed to select one
instructor per building to
participate. Nominated
instructors then must
complete an application
to become a Keystone
Star. Regional members of
the Pennsylvania Association for Educational
Communications and Technology will choose 100
Keystone Stars to attend a summit at Shippensburg
University in July.
According to the Keystone Technology Innovator
Program website, “The initiative is a nationally
recognized honors program for Pennsylvania
teachers who help their school districts shape
learning environments with technology in the
classrooms.” Ligouri was nominated by high
school principal Todd Price, who calls Ligouri an
“extremely talented teacher who is always looking
for innovate ways to integrate technology into her
practice.”
“Her skillful use of technology affords her students
the opportunity to apply their learning in a way that
takes their exploration of literature well beyond the
pages of a book and the words on those pages,” says
Price.
Ligouri says she was honored to be named a
Keystone Technology Innovator.
“The recognition shows the hard work and
dedication my students share within my classroom
on a daily basis,” she says. “I feel very fortunate
to work within a district that supports advances in
technology.”
Some of projects that Ligouri’s students have
used in the classroom include Biography Writing
with Aurasma: Augmented Reality, Virtual Field
Trip: Tour of the Globe Theatre (London),
Initiating classroom discussions using Student
Organized Learning Environments, Character
Sociograms with Google and the Kahoot!
Student Polling System.
Earlier this school year, Ligouri also
presented ideas for using Google Apps for
Education in the classroom with technology
coaches Pam DiIanni and Nick Weaver at
the Google ConnectED Conference held by
the Allegheny Intermediate Unit.
March/April
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Montour hosts regional
student council conference
By High School Student Council Co-Advisors
Katie Mercadante and Mike Waldron
On Feb. 12, Montour High School hosted the Pennsylvania
Association of Student Council’s District 3 spring conference,
which was themed “unique leadership.” PASC provides many
opportunities for students to network and learn valuable leadership
skills. Among them is the annual regional conference.
Members of Montour High School’s Student Council have
served on the PASC District 3 board of directors since the 20142015 school year. They were selected to host the conference after
a successful conference bid in September. The day included 28
student-led workshops on a variety of topics, an opening session
featuring internationally renowned keynote speaker Ian Tyson,
and an afternoon session of group building activities held in the
Montour Athletic Center.
Representatives from Team Tassy, the 2016 PASC State Charity,
as well as Project Bundle Up and Youth Express Radio, were in
attendance. Additionally, students could have a custom t-shirt
printed by the MHS Graphics Technology Club, participate in the
MHS Kindness
Campaign or
write letters to
troops serving
overseas.
Middle level
and high school
advisor of the
year awards
were also
presented. Niki
Ciaramella from Student council members from various schools participate in
group building activities in the Athletic Center.
Chartiers Valley
Middle School and Stu Snodgrass from Mount Lebanon High
School were selected as recipients.
The PASC District 3 is made up of 45 member schools from
across Allegheny County. District 3 Director Felix Yerace, who
also serves as a student government co-advisor at South Fayette
High School, stated that, “The Montour Student Council did a
tremendous job of welcoming over 500 student leaders and their
adult advisors for an outstanding day of learning and sharing. I
know that the schools who sent students will be strengthened from
this involvement.”

Marching band
performs at Disney World

This past February, the Montour High School Spartan
Marching Band traveled to Orlando, Florida. The marching
band auditioned and was selected to perform at the Magic
Kingdom at Walt Disney World. The performance included
a selection named “Spirit in the Sky” while marching past
Cinderella’s Castle down Main Street, USA.
The performance opportunity was made possible by Disney
Performing Arts. The band’s instrumental and squad members
showcased their talents to a crowd of 40,000-plus at the theme
park on Feb. 10.
Congratulations to the Montour High School Spartan
Marching Band on an outstanding performance in Orlando!

Recognizing random acts of kindness
Students and teachers at the high school celebrated random
acts of kindness in February. During the high school’s kindness
campaign, students were urged to write a kind deed they had either
performed or witnessed on a heart-shaped piece of paper and then
decorate the school halls with them.
To complement the campaign, and give these random acts
of kindness added exposure, learning support teacher Rhonda
Marasco held a contest to correspond involving Twitter.
“We took Ellen’s #BeKindToOneAnother campaign and put a
twist on it,” says Marasco.
Coined by The Ellen Degeneres Show, viewers of the show
were similarly asked to tweet out random acts of kindness with
#BeKindToOneAnother. Montour students were encouraged
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to take pictures of their paper hearts and tweet them out with
#MontourProud and #BeKindToOneAnother. Students who did so
could then stop in to Marasco’s office during homeroom period for
a “sweet for your tweet.”
Montour’s
campaign started
with the goal of
decorating the
building with
1,000 hearts
acknowledging
students’ kind
deeds.

High school students raise
awareness of domestic and dating violence
Nine high school students led a campaign at Montour aimed
at raising awareness about domestic violence and abusive
relationships during
February, which
has been designated
Teen Dating
Abuse Awareness
Month. Students
coordinated their
efforts with Crisis
Center North,
a nonprofit that
offers assistance
to victims of
domestic violence
and educational
programming about
related issues to the Speakers from Karissa’s Army address Montour
students in the Athletic Center on Feb. 5.
public.
Montour was one of 10 schools in the Pittsburgh area taking part
in CCN’s Peer to Peer Empowerment program in February. Leon
Strimel, a prevention educator with CCN, says that thanks to the
efforts of students like those at Montour, approximately 10,000
students in the region were educated about domestic violence and
abusive relationships, including how to recognize the signs of each
situation.
Programming at each
of the schools took
place during the first
week of February.
The first couple days
of the week, students
at each of the schools
headed up similar
activities. On Monday,
students sold purple
wristbands with the
words “Respect Begins
With Me” and CCN’s
hotline number: (412)
364-5556. On Tuesday,
students tweeted about
signs of dating abuse and
what can be done to help Skyler Kokocinski, Madison Pendel and Meghan
Trosky raise money for Crisis Center North.
themselves, a friend or
family member.
Throughout the rest of the week, students were encouraged
to develop their own programming that engaged their peers,
including hosting speakers at their schools. On Wednesday,
designed Respect Day, Montour students created a Wall of
Positivity. Students wrote a positive message on a note card and
posted it on the cafeteria wall. Participants got a free lollipop.
On Thursday, Montour students held a bake sale and on Friday

hosted a purple out assembly, during
which the entire high school listened to
a presentation by guest speakers from
Karissa’s Army. The organization is named
after Karissa Kunco, a 21-year-old Baldwin
woman who was murdered in 2012. Kunco
had filed a protection-from-abuse order against
Jordan Clemons, her ex-boyfriend, who was
convicted of her murder last year.
“After hearing Karissa’s story at one of the
peer-to-peer meetings, we knew that it had to be
included in the week because it was heartbreaking,”
says Skyler Kokocinski, one of the Montour
students involved in the peer-to-peer program.
“Our school, along with any other schools that are
affected by bullying and controlling relationships,
needs to deal with it as more of a concern so that it
can hopefully be stopped.”
Students from each of the 10 participating schools
also worked together to film a public service
announcement. Montour students additionally
organized a 5K walk/run dubbed “Walk Away From
Violence” that raised $400 for CCN.
High school counselors Dr. Eric Sparkenbaugh
and Dustin Kerr served as the program’s sponsors at
Montour.
“The CCN Peer to Peer Empowerment program
is an incredible program,” says Sparkenbaugh. “It
was impressive to see student leaders from so many
districts working cooperatively to address such an
important issue.”
In addition to Kokocinski, Montour students
involved in the programming were Madison
Pendel, Meghan Trosky, Randall LaBrie, Tyler
Carswell, David Haseleu, Michael Arnold, Rachel
Schwartzmiller and Maggie Sabol.

David Haseleu, Randall Labrie, Michael Arnold and Tyler
Carswell hold a banner students made to bring attention
to domestic violence.

Follow Montour High School at @hilltopspartan.
Follow the district at @MontourSD.
March/April 2016 • www.awmagazine.com •
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Fifth grade students participate in CMU study
Through a partnership with Carnegie Mellon University,
Recently, Liu, CMU graduate student Jenny Olsen and fifth
Montour educators have been working with Dr. Ran Liu, a CMU
grade math teacher Dana Rongaus collected data from Montour
post-doctoral fellow, to study the effectiveness of education
students using fraction-tutoring software developed at CMU that
technologies in a classroom setting. Liu, who holds a PhD in
supports collaboration between partners. In addition to softwarepsychology, has been working with teachers to gather and interpret generated data logs, Liu, Rongaus and Olsen captured audio and
classroom data that helps researchers improve educational
video that will give researchers a richer picture of the classroom
technology programs and helps teachers improve assessment and
context in which learning took place. The data helped them reach
instruction. This partnership between CMU and Montour is known a number of conclusions about student learning and led to insights
as the CMU LearnLab. Originally started under a National Science about what was and wasn’t working in the educational software.
Foundation center grant, the current LearnLab has grown out of
The following was written by Rongaus about the experience:
a partnership that formed a decade ago between CMU and the
University of Pittsburgh.
By Dana Rongaus, Fifth Grade Teacher
Fifth grade accelerated students recently engaged in a study with
Carnegie Mellon University. The purpose of the study was to collect
detailed data of student learning over a one-week period, during which
time students used online learning software and student-to-student
interactions were observed by facilitators using multiple modalities.
Throughout the week, students utilized Fraction Tutor, a software
program that has been rigorously developed and tested over the past seven
to 10 years by CMU learning researchers. The software has been shown
to significantly increase student learning. While students were using
Fraction Tutor, researchers captured streamed webcam data of students’
work, their faces and their audio.
During some of the Fraction Tutor sessions, students had to collaborate
with a partner in order to learn fraction skills involving operations such
as addition and subtraction. They also had to compare fractions, find
the least common denominator - or LCD - and find equivalent fractions.
Students were also required to review and find errors in their peers’ work.
While each student used his/her own computer, during collaboration
exercises each student could control only part of the screen, so both
partners needed to work together in order to complete problems.
Facilitators Dr. Ran Liu and Jenny Olsen of the CMU LearnLab, along
with myself, the classroom teacher, were available to help students
understand questions. Students were encouraged, though, to solve
problems independently or with a partner. The collaboration part I
enjoyed the most, as I heard rich conversations taking place with partners
and witnessed students implementing problem-solving strategies. At the
end of the week, students were impressed with what they had learned in a
short amount of time and said that they really enjoyed learning this way.
Data from the one-week study proved that a significant amount of
learning did take place. Students’ understanding of all seven fraction
concepts increased, especially in regards to their ability to find the
LCD, which was their weakest skill prior to using Fraction Tutor. Their
conceptual fraction knowledge scores - based on their ability to identify
other students’ errors - increased from 30 percent to 98 percent.
Thanks to all CMU participants for giving our students a memorable
and academic experience!

Follow David E. Williams
Middle School
on Twitter
@DEWMiddleSchool
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Burkett students of
the month for January and
December named

Burkett third-graders Sara Wilkerson
and Sam Schaldenbrand, along with
fourth-graders Jana Hess and Brady
Rosso, were chosen as students of the
month for January.
Third-graders
Leo Mathews
and Ava Huff, along
with fourth-grader Azaria Jones
and Jake Wolf, were chosen
as students of the month for
December. Students of the
month are chosen for: exhibiting
appropriate behavior, performing
random acts of kindness, demonstrating
improvement in academic areas, exhibiting self
control, or deserving of recognition
despite a quiet disposition.

Burkett
Elementary’s
students of the
month for January were
(LEFT) Sara Wilkerson,
Sam Schaldenbrand, Jana
Hess and Brady Rosso.
Students of the month for
December were (ABOVE)
Leo Mathews, Ava Huff,
Azaria Jones and
Jake Wolf.

SOLEs are on fire at Burkett
Third and fourth grade students at Burkett
Elementary have been participating in Self Organized
Learning Environments that draw on children’s natural
curiosity to create a dynamic space to learn, interact
and develop critical problem-solving skills.
Teachers accompany their classes to Amanda
Mascellino’s room, where they are posed with an
open-ended “big question.” The SOLE experience
empowers students to own their learning by choosing
collaborative groups in which they have 35 minutes
to research and share theories. This requires students
to have deep conversations while using reason, which
forces them to think critically.
Once students are done investigating, they share

Fourth-graders in
Kelly Butera’s class
use Google Hangouts
to communicate with
troops overseas.

their discoveries with
the class. They do so in
whichever format they
choose. Some groups have
created posters while others
choose to create a video or
slide presentation. Some
have even presented their
information in an exciting
game show format.
Once the SOLE

experience is
complete, students reflect on
their learning with a HumanCentered Design exercise that
helps identify and analyze
challenges and opportunities
encountered within the SOLE
experience. This added piece
gives students a chance to
understand challenges they
faced during the experience.
They then work to improve
those areas during their
next SOLE experience.
“It is exciting to see the students so engaged
and thrilled about these learning experiences,” said
Mascellino. “It is so important that we empower students
to own their education and do more to teach them how
to think rather than what to think.”
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Minecraft:
game or learning tool?
At Burkett Elementary, the computer game
Minecraft has become a learning tool. Students use
the software to design Minecraft worlds centered
on skills and content. Third grade students have
discovered area and perimeter using Minecraft and
created worlds based on literary sources.
Minecraft is the perfect game for students to use
their imaginations while applying knowledge of
current content, allowing them an opportunity to
visually see and create their own perimeter and area.

To begin the lesson, students choose a flat terrain
and create a perimeter of a rectangle by breaking
it down into blocks. As they break the blocks, they
count each rectangle’s length and width to calculate
perimeter. Students then break up the rest of the
block inside the perimeter to find the area. Students
display their creative designs by filling in the area
with colorful rows of blocks, which also helps them
determine the area of the rectangle.
To calculate the total area, students multiplied
the number of rows - or length of a rectangle - by
the number of columns - or width of a rectangle.
Students demonstrate their knowledge of perimeter
and area by creating a sign displaying the perimeter
and area of their creation. To deepen their
understanding, some students even had time to build
a house and find the volume of a space.
While reading the novel “The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe,” Beth Hobbs’ English Language Arts
students worked in small groups to depict changing
scenes and the plot of the novel in Minecraft. The
scenes were rich in details from the novel, with
characters, houses, caves and other story elements
constructed from blocks.
Lastly, students were excited and proud to share
their Minecraft creations. The software brought
words and each student’s imagination to life.

Third-graders get a Readbox
Third grade students at Burkett
Elementary have received a
new addition to their hallway:
a Readbox. The Readbox is a
little library where students can
exchange books without having
to travel to Burkett’s main library
on the second floor. Teachers
Marcia Chauvet, Heather Broad
and Beth Hobbs collaborated to
create the unique library. Chauvet
and Hobbs selected the shelving
unit from Construction Junction,
and with the help of Broad and
school custodians, the new
Readbox was designed to mimic
a Redbox, but in the form of a
library. This one-of-a-kind library was shaped by Chauvet’s
creative designs.
With the Montour Elementary PTA’s generosity, the Readbox was stocked
with books and decorated with a Readbox sign created by Melissa Wallace.
Former students donated books to further fill the shelves. The donations
provide students with an eclectic selection of books.
Once the Readbox was installed, Hobbs’ students gave their free time to
set up the Readbox and the
app Checkout, which creates
a database of students and
books. Students scanned the
books’ barcodes into the
database and then stocked the
shelves. Once the database
was full of books, students
then entered all of the third
grade students. The app will
be managed by students as
they check in and check out
books.
With the convenience
of having the Readbox so
close, students can now
check out books quickly
and with ease at the
beginning of their day.

Forest Grove families
donate pajamas for children in need

Families of Forest Grove students helped raise money and books for children
in need over the holiday season. Throughout the month of December, the
Montour Elementary PTA organized a pajama drive to benefit the Pajama
Program, which donates books and pajamas to children in need, many of
whom live in group homes.
In all, Forest Grove families donated 621 pairs of pajamas and on a “PJ
Day” collected $543 in monetary donations, allowing the PTA to purchase an
additional 62 pairs of pajamas. That brought the grand of pajamas collected to
683.
Through the program, Scholastic Reading Club matches pajama donations
with book donations, meaning that as a direct result of Forest Grove family’s
continued on following page
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Forest Grove - pajamas; cont.
donations, the club donated 683 books. Donations went to local group homes and organizations benefitting
children in need, including The Bradley Center, Family Promise, Light of Life Ministries, the Women’s Center
and Shelter of Greater Pittsburgh, Focus On Renewal, Operation Backpack and Jeremiah’s Place.
Nicole Hinden, Pam Burns, Cori Caputo, Kim Delasandro and Heidi Froelich played key roles in sorting,
organizing and delivering pajama donations. At Forest Grove, Lowden’s kindergarten class received a pizza party
for collecting in the most pajamas - 40 in total - thanks in part to Anna Goetz’s generous donation of 28 pajamas.

Presentation gives students
an appreciation for those who are deaf and blind
In 1904, Helen Keller became a true inspiration
to the world when, at age 24, she graduated from
Radcliffe College. She was the first deaf-blind person
to earn a bachelor of arts degree.
The details of Keller’s life and accomplishments
were a very exciting and inspiring section of a reading
series that second-graders at Forest Grove Elementary
recently completed. As amazed as students were with
Keller’s achievements, they were left with questions
about the everyday nuances of her life, for example,
“How did she know where to find something after
she walked away from it?” and, “How did she know
Students at Forest Grove Elementary sign “thank you” with their hands while
which shirt to wear in her closet?”
stomping their feet. The vibration showed their appreciation to Richard McGann,
These questions and many more were answered for who is both deaf and blind. McGann visited to educate children about people
dealing with disabilities such as his.
them Jan. 29. Students watched guest speaker Richard
McGann, who is both deaf and blind, communicate by signing
McGann epitomized the reality that a blind and
with David Tatro, his friend and interpreter who is also a parent of
deaf person can overcome obstacles and adversities
a Forest Grove second-grader.
by bringing the world of a blind and deaf person
During the visit, Tatro signed students’ questions into McGann’s
to life for Forest Grove students. His presentation
hands. McGann signed the answers back to them and Tatro
gave those students a deeper understanding and
interpreted. Through Tatro, McGann told students how he was
appreciation for what Helen Keller truly accomplished
born deaf as a result of a genetic disorder and gradually lost his
during her lifetime in a way that they couldn’t fully
eyesight by the age 19. He talked about his daily life and some
grasp until they interacted with him in person.
of the challenges that he faces, as well as how he overcame
McGann ended by saying, “The most beautiful
those challenges. McGann expressed how “blindness separates
thing in our life is not what you hear or see but what
us from things, but deafness separates us from people.” He told
you feel in your heart.”
them about his education at the Helen Keller Institute and how he
His visit and story touched the hearts of both
travels across the globe, educating groups on diseases and genetic
students and staff at Forest Grove.
disorders like his and others that can result in the loss of one’s
sight or hearing.

Latitude 360 hosts special education students

On Jan. 26, Latitude 360 in North Fayette Township graciously hosted Forest Grove Life Skills and Autistic Support
classrooms for a fun-filled day. Students had the opportunity to bowl, play arcade games and enjoy the movie “Minions”
while having lunch.
Students in the Autistic Support and
Life Skills programs attend monthly
Community Based Instruction outings,
which allow them to apply skills they
have learned in the classroom in a nonschool environment. Students thoroughly
enjoy each trip, as each has a different
theme and students are able to apply
different skills during them.
Thanks goes out to Denny Hooper
and Latitude 360 for graciously hosting
Montour students.
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Spartan Athletics News
Six senior athletes
sign letters of intent to play in college

Seniors Zachary Jablonski, Randall Labrie, Mike Arnold, Tommy Sylvester and Tyler Carswell celebrate signing
letters of intent to play football in college.

Six senior athletes have signed letters of intent to continue their athletic careers at the postsecondary level. Five of those individuals were members of this past season’s football team.
Another, Matt Slesinger, was a member of the soccer team.
A standout player on the boys soccer team, Slesinger was chosen as an all-conference player
this past season. He has signed a letter of intent to play soccer for Ohio Northern University,
where he also plans to study engineering.
The five members of the football team to sign letters of intent are as follows: Zachary
Jablonski will play for the University of Dayton, Randall Labrie will play for Grove City
College, Mike Arnold will play for Slippery Rock University, Tommy Sylvester will play for
Duquesne University and Tyler Carswell will play for Albany University.
Montour wishes each of student athletes continued success in all their future endeavors.

Want more good news about Montour?
Search #MontourProud on Twitter.
Go to: www.montourschools.com
for the latest district news
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