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JUST AROUND THE CORNER
by Steven Westhoff, Superintendent of Schools

Yes, school is just around the corner. Welcome to the 2007-08 school year! We know
you’ve heard your kids say “mom I’m bored, there’s nothing to do.” Well, it’s time for us to put
that whining and complaining all to an end, to challenge their young minds, to provide them with
unique learning experiences, to get them out of your house.
School begins for students on Tuesday, September 4, 2007.
Lots of staffing changes have taken place during the summer months. We welcome
Tonya Harrison as our new assistant high school principal; Kris Griffin, as our new alternative
education principal; and Dean McGuire as our new athletic director. All of these fine people
have been with us for years and certainly look forward to the challenges of their new positions
and serving all of you.
As we begin the school year, we will begin anew the process of evaluating what we do
and planning for the future. This is the final year of RAPS One, our first strategic plan, and we
will begin the work on the creation of RAPS Two. We’ll need your help to provide direction for
the school system for the next three years of the plan. The process will start this fall with focus
groups and lots of opportunities to provide us with your opinions on every aspect of Reed City
Area Public Schools.
As we begin the school year, I challenge you to push your children to be involved in as
many activities as possible. Your child may very well have that unique experience that provides
direction and motivation for his or her future. I also challenge each of you to become involved in
your child’s education as much as possible. Even though your children sometimes act like they
don’t want you around, all of the research indicates that the more parents are involved in their
children’s school the more successful they are.
We look forward to serving you, your children, and our community. Thanks for your
support and allowing us the honor of educating your children. Let’s have a great year together!
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The Board of Education typically meets
the THIRD Monday of every month, with
a work/study session scheduled at 6 p.m.
and a regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m.
The meetings are held in the Porteous
Academic Center (f/k/a MS/HS Library),
and are open to the public. Any changes
to the meeting schedule may be found
on the Board of Education page at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us.
Approved
minutes of meetings will be available
online or at the Office of the
Superintendent, 829 South Chestnut
Street, Suite A, in Reed City. Notices of
special
meetings
and
committee
meetings are publicly posted online and
at the Office of the Superintendent.
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School Scheduling Changes
Information regarding school
closing or schedule changes
due to severe weather is
available on the following radio
and TV stations throughout the
school year:
FM Radio Stations TV Stations
WYBR 102.3
WWBR 100.9
WTCM 103.5
WKJF
92.9
WLXZ
96.7
WOLW 91.1

TV 9 & 10
TV 7 & 4
TV 8
TV 13
Fox 33

Looking for more?
Check Out our New Web Site
We continue to update and
improve our web site. Please
visit
us
at
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us for
school information including the
Board of Education, district
policies,
calendars
on
WebEvent, school staff, contact
information, and much more.

NEW 2007-08 SCHOOL HOURS
High School/Middle School
Alternative Education:

Full Day:
Half Day:

8:10 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
8:10 a.m. to 11:20 p.m.

G. T. Norman Elementary School

Full Day:
Half Day

8:00 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.
8:00 a.m. to 11:40 a.m.

SUMMER MAINTENANCE

The gym floors have been refinished at the High School, Middle School and Norman. Please keep street shoes
off from the playing surfaces.
Behind the scenes, mechanical equipment that keeps our buildings comfortable during the school year has
been serviced during the summer break. This includes air handlers, unitvents, exhaust fans and circulation pumps.
Photocells were added to some of the exterior lighting at the Middle School and the High School in an effort to
reduce energy consumption.
The football field was aerated, fertilized and top dressed. The practice fields were also aerated and fertilized.
A security camera was installed on the main entrance to Norman.
The terrazzo and VCT floors have been scrubbed or stripped and over 200 gallons of new floor finish applied.
The carpeted areas have had the carpets extracted.
The entryway carpets at the High School have been replaced.
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The bus fleet has had preventive maintenance and safety checks performed on the regular route and sub
buses. The chassis have been serviced and bodywork is progressing as time allows.
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From the Desk of … Shannon Graves, RN – Nurse Educator
Let’s Keep Our Schools Lice-Free! Managing Head Lice Safely
The start of school is fast approaching! I welcome you & your child to the new school year and look forward to
seeing you at registration. Along with backpacks, pencils and new opportunities, children may also bring lice back
to school with them. Lice is a nuisance but very manageable. Here are some tips to staying ahead of lice as well
as guidelines for coping with this pest should they find their way to your child and your home.
To Stay a Step Ahead:
1. Prevent the spread of lice from others by avoiding head to head contact. Spaces like headrests or sleeping
areas are also common places to pick them up. Remember not sharing combs/brushes and hats in the winter
are other ways to prevent the spread of lice to or from you.
2. Check your ENTIRE family on a regular basis. This is especially important if lice has been identified in your
home before or identified on people with whom you have had close contact. Lice are reddish-brown wingless
insects and nits are grayish-white, oval shaped and “glued” to the side of the hair shaft. Because nits are
glued, they will not shake off like a piece of dandruff or other hair debris. (See the pictures below)
3. If you discover you or child has lice, DON’T PANIC. Lice can happen to anyone so do inform your child’s
school or daycare center and anyone else you think may be at risk. Otherwise follow the steps below to rid
your family of lice.
Head Lice-What Do You Do?
1. Get a special lice shampoo or cream rinse. Only treat the members of your family that are infested with lice as
the shampoo is a pesticide. Some shampoo does not require a prescription but there are some brands you
may have your doctor prescribe for insurance purposes. Consult your physician or pharmacist to see what they
recommend. MAKE SURE TO FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY!
2. After you shampoo, check the whole head again for nits as they can still stick to the hair even after treatment.
Separating hair into sections helps you move through the entire head without missing an area. Use a good
metal comb (available at the pharmacy) or your fingernails to remove the nits.
3. Clean your home on the same day you treat your family:
• Wash and dry clothes, blankets, bedding, hats, etc in hot water and a hot dryer. Having hot water a
problem? You can put articles that are already clean (not worn or used recently) into the dryer without
needing to wash first if you choose.
• Put stuffed animals and pillows in a hot dryer for 30 minutes or seal them in a dark plastic bag for 14 days.
• AVOID LICE SPRAYS! Vacuuming is the safest and best way to remove lice or hair from carpet,
upholstered furniture, and car seats.
• Soak combs, brushes, barrettes, hair bands or any other hair accessory in hot water for at least 10
minutes.
4. Continue to check and comb the nits out of your ENTIRE family every day for three weeks. The life cycle of lice
is three weeks. These steps above are hard work, but ALL of them are important! If you miss a step, you may
have to start all over again.
YOU HAVE DONE A GOOD JOB RIDDING YOUR FAMILY AND HOME OF LICE!
Should you have any other questions about lice or need help with any of these steps, please call me at 832-6174. I
will be back in the office after August 21, but you are welcome to leave a voicemail prior to that date and I will get
back to you as soon as possible.

Figure 1. Adult head lice are 1/10
to 1/8” long, tan to grayish-white
‘

Figure 2. Eggs (called nits) are
glued to individual hair strands
about ½ inch from the scalp
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FLEETing NEWS
Information from the Transportation Department

Another summer is drawing to a close and very soon buses will be back on the streets transporting precious cargo. Here
are tidbits of helpful information to start the year off right.
NO IN-TOWN BUSING: Just a reminder that students will not be transported by bus from Roth Street to 220th Avenue
and Three Mile Road to US 10. A Crossing Guard will be available at Lincoln and Chestnut to assure the safe crossing of
students.
You should have received from your child’s building office notification regarding the new start time for each school
building (see page 2). This scheduling change makes it necessary for bus routes to begin at least 20 minutes later than
last year. As always, students should be waiting at the stop at least five (5) minutes prior to the set pick up time. If the
drivers have to wait even two minutes for half of their riders, it will make them late to arrive at school.
As a reminder, all bus rules are posted in the front and rear of each and every bus and are distributed to each student on
the first day of school. Please review them with your child. The Student Transportation Form and bus rules/medical form
can be downloaded from the school web page at www.reedcity.k12.mi.us/transportation/transportation_doc.
Please remember that High School and Middle School students will not be allowed to walk to Norman Elementary to
board any bus at any time without prior authorization from their building principal.
It is extremely important to us that your child remain safe at all times. No child under the age of ten (10) will be released
from the bus without the driver seeing a recognized adult. Please call the garage if for some reason you cannot go to
your door, and we can relay a message to the driver that there is actually someone there for the child.
Please see the chart on the following page for bus numbers and driver names.
Bus #
93-1
93-3
95-6
95-7
96-8
97-1
98-2
98-3
99-1
99-2
00-5
00-6
01-7
02-2
04-1
05-1
05-2
07-2
07-1
95-8

Animal
Gus the Mouse
Mickey Mouse
Monkey
Snoopy
Elephant
Turtle
Owl
Porky Pig
Lion
Cookie Monster
Giraffe
Chipmunk
Pluto
Raccoon
Rooster
Cricket
Bambi
Pooh Bear
Lamb
Big Bird

Driver
Sherri Sims
Don McLachlan
Deb Rolston
Julie Patteen
John Engel
Laurie Cendrowski
Tammi Maxfield
Greg Windquist
Brian Steig
Lois Dooley
Sharon Fredrick
Shelly Smith
Ray Szymanski
Dave Scharlow / Beth Perdue
Duane Clark
Betty Mitchell
Scott Stieg
Colette Rogers
Lorrie McDanield
Karl Jonsson

This year, we will be dropping off in the morning first at Norman and then the High/Middle Schools and, in the afternoon,
picking up first at the High/Middle Schools and then Norman.
Please keep the bus garage timely informed of any changes to your child’s transportation or to sign him/her up. It gets
very hectic during the last couple of days before school starts, and the drivers need to be notified in advance of new
stops.
With the cooperation of parents, bus drivers and office staff, we look forward to the beginning of another safe and
successful school year. Please call John Beam at 832-4232 if you have any questions or concerns
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REED CITY AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
K-12 Accredited by the North Central Association
829 South Chestnut Street, Suite A
Reed City, Michigan 49677
Tel: (231) 832-2201
Fax: (231) 832-2202
www.reedcity.k12.mi.us

CONTACT INFORMATION
SCHOOL/BUILDING

Central Office

ADDRESS
829 S. Chestnut Street, Suite A
Reed City, Michigan 49677

G. T. Norman Elementary School
Sharon Moritz, Principal
Jason O’Dell, Assistant Principal

Reed City Middle School
Tim Webster, Principal

Reed City High School
Tom Antioho, Principal
Tonya Harrison, Assistant Principal

Reed City Community Education
Kris Griffin , Principal – Community High
Chastity Hulliberger, Director – Community
Education
Cathy Eichenberg, Secretary

RCAPS Athletic Department
Dean McGuire, Director
Cathy Eichenberg, Secretary

Facilities and Transportation
Paul Lewis, Director
John Beam, Assistant Director

Food Service
Deb McCourt, Supervisor
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Tel:
Fax:

832-2201
832-2202

Ext 104
Ext 100
Ext 103
Ext 102
Ext 101

Steven Westhoff, Superintendent
Judy Teem, Executive Secretary
Sherry Nicklas, Business Manager
Jackie Moss, Business Assistant
Barb Grove, Payroll/Benefits/Personnel

Technology Department
David Griffin, Director

TELEPHONE/
FAX NUMBERS

Administration Office
829 S. Chestnut Street, Suite A
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-7329
832-2202

338 West Lincoln
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-5548
832-6194

233 West Church
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-6174
832-6180

225 West Church
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-2224
832-2501

829 S. Chestnut Street, Suite B
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-5517
832-6184

829 S. Chestnut Street, Suite B
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-0700
832-6184

21809 Coyote Trail
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-4232
832-4502

225 West Church Street
Reed City, Michigan 49677

Tel:
Fax:

832-2840
832-2501

