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SCHOOL VISION AND MISSION

At Rancho del Mar High School, it is believed…

all students are entitled to successful learning experiences.
a positive relationship between teachers and students creates an
environment in which students will become active learners.
a safe, clean and substance-free environment promotes successful learning.
feelings of confidence and self-worth are by-products of a caring and
accepting school environment where each student can grow
academically, emotionally and socially at a self-directed pace.
instruction must adapt to the varied learning rates and styles of the students.
a close working relationship among home, school and community through
shared decision-making is essential and encouraged.
students will leave Rancho del Mar High School with the ability to make
positive choices, enabling them to realize their full potentials as
students, graduates, workers and citizens.

Rancho del Mar High School celebrates the success of each student!

6

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

SCHOOLWIDE LEARNER OUTCOMES
CARE at Rancho del Mar High School means graduates who will be…
COMPLEX THINKERS WHO:





Are analytical, creative and able to transfer learned skills to new situations.
Use logical and effective decision-making processes to develop solutions to
problems.
Show personal growth as measured by counselor notes and student work
portfolios maintained by each teacher.
Apply complex problem-solving processes and critical thinking to real-life scenarios
by analyzing, interpreting and evaluating significant concepts within various
contexts.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS WHO:





Demonstrate progress and ability in academic subjects as measured by credit
achievement and assessment data, and the current California State Standards
(CCSS).
Use knowledge of cultural, historic and geographic factors to understand the
present and anticipate the future.
Understand contributions to our society, and to humanity, by other cultures.
Understand the structures, operations and relationships of local, state and federal
government.

RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS WHO:





Are career-focused and demonstrate knowledge of work and career exploration,
basic work skills and are aware of post-secondary education and training
opportunities, including colleges and specialized schools.
Contribute time, energies and talents to improve the quality of life in their
environments.
Are positive and productive citizens, tolerant of individual differences.
Practice inter- and intra-personal living skills as productive members of society.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS WHO:




Communicate in an organized and effective manner through both written and oral
expressions and/or through artistic expression.
Understand and use available information sources and technology to receive and
interpret information necessary to carry out tasks.
Synthesize information from multiple sources, identify complexities and
discrepancies in the information, and appreciate the different perspectives found in
each medium.
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Preface
Explain the school self-study process used to accomplish the outcomes of the self-study, i.e.,
timeline, stakeholder involvement, any modifications from the model self-study process. By
addressing these outcomes of the self-study, the school will have accomplished:
1. The involvement and collaboration of all staff and other stakeholders to support student
achievement
2. The clarification and measurement of what all students should know, understand, and be able to do
through schoolwide learner outcomes and academic standards
3. The analysis of data about students and student achievement
4. The assessment of the entire school program and its impact on student learning in relation to the
schoolwide learner outcomes, academic standards, and ACS WASC/CDE criteria
5. The alignment of a long-range action plan to the school’s areas of need; the capacity to
implement and monitor the accomplishment of the plan.

Rancho del Mar High School is a highly student centered school. Collaboration and a
shared- decision making process are the norm. Having a small staff provides
teachers the opportunity to collaborate on strategies focused on meeting each
individual student’s needs as outlined in the self-study and current action plans. In keeping
with the school’s vision that all students want to succeed, and the goal of a 100%
graduation rate, the stakeholders take pride in offering a variety of programs and
instructional plans to meet the needs of all students. An individualized course of study,
leading to a high school diploma, is developed for each and every student, whether it be in
a morning daily class setting or a hybrid of independent learning, with teacher
appointments in the afternoon. Students may also participate in a District-approved online
learning program. All students have access to the full curriculum, with the guidance of a
teacher credentialed in each curricular area. During formal and informal meetings the staff
monitors the Student Learner Outcomes and Action Plan progress and looks at the
current data to ensure Rancho del Mar is running as effectively and efficiently as
possible.
The principal and two teachers participated in the ACS WASC Webinar and Hands-on
Alterative School Trainings. The District provided three days during the summer for all
Rancho del Mar teachers to collaborate on analyzing and refining the Action Plan and
developing a comprehensive self-study. The teachers and staff met regularly, several
times a week, during September through January, to discuss and refine the Self- Study
and Action Plan. The District also provided release time for a staff member to
consolidate the staff input.
All teachers and staff participate in on-going Professional Development. Along with
teachers from the traditional high schools, Rancho del Mar teachers participated in the
collaborative professional development Curriculum, Instruction Assessment (CIA) team
meetings, during both the 2013-2014 school year and the 2014-2015 school year. Rancho
del Mar teachers and staff continue to serve on District-wide committees such as Textbook
Adoption, Online Learning and Discipline. The principal attends a Principals’ Leadership
Meeting every month, a District Administration Management meeting every other month,
and also attends the Superintendent’s Weekly Cabinet Meeting on a rotating basis with all
8
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secondary principals. The counselor attends monthly Curriculum and
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Guidance meetings, along with counselors from all other secondary schools in the District.
The counselor serves on the 504 Committee, meeting several times a year with staff from
other District schools. In addition, the Principal and Counselor have regular informal
meetings with counselors from the other schools and the Principal has regular informal
meetings with administration from the traditional high schools.
The staff annually reviews the Vision Statement, Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, Action
Plan and budget which are presented and discussed annually at the Parent Meeting on
Back-To-School Night. The Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes are
printed in the Rancho del Mar Student/Parent Handbook which is disseminated to each
family and posted on the school website.
The Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes are reviewed with the ASB
officers and all students. Copies of these are posted in each classroom, Conference
Room, MPR and the office. The counselor meets regularly with ASB officers who
circulate to classrooms to solicit student input and ideas. In addition, Rancho del
Mar’s student member of the Board of Education gives reports at Board Meetings.
Rancho del Mar is proud of community support, in addition to District support. The
Peninsula Education Foundation annually makes a significant donation, representing
support from a multitude of individuals and organizations. Examples of other community
partnerships include the Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club which supports the Project
Exploring Growth Opportunities (EGO) program and the South Bay Children’s Health
Center which provides an Outlook Counselor. Students also have the opportunity to apply
for scholarships and other recognitions from numerous other community organizations.
The staff is dedicated to creating a positive learning environment. All stakeholders
have ample opportunities to learn about the program and provide input. Open
communication allows staff collaborative time. The relationships developed with
stakeholders, and the strong accolades the school and staff receive, are indicative of the
successful environment at Rancho del Mar that respects and appreciates all stakeholder
involvement.
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Chapter I: Student/Community Profile and Supporting Data and Findings
Prepare a student/community profile. Include data and findings for the following:
 Demographic data, including the refined schoolwide learner outcomes
 Disaggregated and interpreted student outcome data
 Perception data summaries, if any

The Palos Verdes Peninsula is home to over 75,000 residents distributed among four cities
and two unincorporated areas. The mean average income and property values are above
state averages, and the majority of the adult population is college educated, employed in
professional and/or management positions and has high educational expectations.
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District operates ten elementary schools, three
intermediate schools and three high schools. Two of the high schools are traditional high
schools and Rancho del Mar High School is the District’s continuation school. The
community’s support of the outstanding instructional programs administered by the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District (PVPUSD) is evidenced by the passing of several
measures and bonds. The Peninsula Education Foundation and the traditional high school
PTSAs provide financial and educational support to the staff and students at Rancho del
Mar. District office administration and staff are fully supportive and provide staff
development and curriculum enhancement activities.
Comprised of four refurbished buildings situated in the city of Rolling Hills, Rancho del Mar
was relocated to its present site in 1986 to provide instructional services to high school
students, ages sixteen to eighteen, who were unsuccessful in the traditional high school
setting. Prior to January 1986, the continuation program was conducted on the campus of a
traditional high school. Rancho del Mar High School was first accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) through June 1992 and has received
successive terms of accreditation through June 1998, June 2004, June 2010 and June
2016. Rancho del Mar was first designated a Model Continuation High School in 1993
and has received consecutive terms of designation, the most recent through March 2017.
The site consists of two classroom wings, a multi-purpose room and an office complex. All
classrooms, restrooms and facilities conform to ADA requirements. The school is
regularly maintained, with painting done on an annual basis. Work orders are promptly
attended to. The entire plumbing system was recently upgraded. Solar panels will be
installed within the next two years to increase energy efficiency. The current campus is
shared with the Adult Education program. The business offices of PV Kids’ Corner,
Enrichment and Adult Education are also located on the Rancho del Mar site.
The staff has updated the school safety plan (SEMS), which is filed with the sheriff's office
and the District. District-wide disaster preparation radio drills occur monthly, with
communication between all schools, the District office and public safety. Full-fledged
District-wide drills are held in the fall and the spring.
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Students receive instruction in six traditional classrooms and an art room. The Rancho del
Mar staff consists of six certificated teachers, a resource specialist, a credentialed
principal with classroom and administrative experience and a counselor. In compliance
with the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) all teachers teach in their
credentialed area. The principal is also Director of Recreation/Community Programs,
including PV Kids’ Corner (day care), Enrichment (after school program) and Adult
Education. Support staff includes: office manager; security officer; custodian; paraeducator; intervention teacher, and, part-time, or on call: nurse; psychologist; special
education program specialist; speech and language therapist; family therapist; technology
support.
With the exception of the counselor positon, staff turnover has been minimal. Since the
WASC visit in 2010, and/or the Mid-term visit in 2013, staff changes include: the addition of
an additional English Language Arts teacher; a Resource Specialist teacher transferred to
Rancho del Mar when the current Resource Specialist went on medical leave. In fall 2011,
the Rancho del Mar counselor transferred to an AP position, and Rancho del Mar was
assigned a new counselor. In fall 2012, that counselor accepted an AP position and
another new counselor was assigned to Rancho del Mar. In fall 2013, that counselor was
transferred to an AP position and a new counselor was hired at Rancho del Mar. In
October 2014, that counselor left to take an administrative position in another district. In
March 2015, the current counselor was hired at Rancho del Mar. The counselor is
bilingual and also the Administrative Designee at Rancho del Mar.
Rancho del Mar provides an alternative educational setting, and an opportunity to earn
credits towards graduation, for sixteen to eighteen year olds who are unsuccessful in the
traditional high school setting. Rancho del Mar’s program promotes individual
achievement, encourages self-responsibility and develops self- esteem The noncompetitive, no-fail atmosphere and low student to teacher ratio is less threatening than a
traditional high school.
Students are referred by their counselor for a myriad of reasons: in danger of not
graduating and/or becoming a drop-out; poor attendance; credit deficiency; personal crisis;
medical, emotional, social and/or behavior issues; students who are at risk for any
reason. Students also enroll because the student feels a smaller setting and an
individualized program would be beneficial for success, or needs flexible scheduling to
meet personal and/or employment needs or has recognized sports, entertainment,
religious or authorized travel commitments. A significant number of students also enroll
with a plan to accelerate their program and graduate early.
Rancho del Mar’s student population is primarily eleventh and twelfth graders although
tenth graders are accepted during the second semester, or in special circumstances.
Student enrollment ranges from seventy to ninety students at any one time with a studentserved average of one hundred ten per year. There are two traditional high schools, one
with an enrollment of approximately 1700 students and the other with an enrollment of
approximately 2500 students. One of the two has traditional scheduling and the other
offers block scheduling. Rancho del Mar offers an individualized program with flexible
scheduling.
12
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Both male and female students are attracted to the learning environment and intimate
campus at Rancho del Mar. As of December 9, 2015, Rancho del Mar’s enrollment is
eighty-two students, fifty-six of whom are male. Forty students are seniors, thirty students
are juniors and twelve students are sophomores.
Students are drawn from an ethnically diverse pool. Rancho del Mar serves typical
students, students with special needs and English language learners. Enrollment reports
for 2015-2016 depict: fifty-three White; thirteen Hispanic; six African-American; ten Asian
students. Rancho del Mar has four students who are identified as English Language
Learners (Limited English Proficient, Fluent English Proficient or Redesignated English
Proficient). Through the Resource Specialist program Rancho del Mar serves twenty- one
students who have active IEPs. Nine students transferred to Rancho del Mar with 504
Plans.
A number of students are medically and/or emotionally fragile and take a variety of
prescribed medications. One student needs medication administered at school. The high
school nurse annually reviews all medical records, and the staff is updated as necessary.
All campus personnel have been in-serviced in the use of the EpiPen and other
emergency medical situations.
Students may enroll at Rancho del Mar at any time during the school year. In keeping with
the school’s vision that all students want to succeed, and the goal of a 100% graduation
rate, with no drop-outs, the stakeholders take pride in offering a variety of programs and
instructional plans to meet the needs of all students. The principal personally conducts an
Intake Conference with each incoming student and his/her parent/guardian. Rancho del
Mar’s education strategies, programs and policies are explained, along with a review of the
Student-Parent Handbook. The student’s transcript, graduation progress and
attendance records are analyzed and an individualized course of study, leading to a
high school diploma, is developed for each and every student, whether it be in a morning
daily class setting or a hybrid of independent learning, with teacher appointments in the
afternoon. Upon enrollment, the student and parent sign a contract which details the
importance of positive attendance, appropriate behavior and the priorities of academic
achievement. If the enrollee is a Student with Special Needs, a Change of Placement
IEP is held. A 30 Day IEP Review is also held.
The counselor also meets with each student to discuss the student’s goals and postsecondary plans. The counselor reviews the student’s cumulative records, transfer grades
and test data, if available, and works with the teaching staff to ascertain proper placement
for the student. The counselor and/or principal personally meet with each student
whenever the s t u d e n t completes a course, or as the need arises. Academic and
attendance reports are mailed home quarterly. Progress Reports are competed upon
request and Staff/Student/Parent Conferences are scheduled as needed.
The courses offered at Rancho del Mar meet state standards and utilize the same
textbooks used at the traditional high school. Academic and elective courses meet the
13
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CCSS standards and the standards set forth in the District’s guidelines. All courses are
PVPUSD Board approved and most have been UC approved. Each subject area has an
Academic Course Syllabus contract that allows each student to work at his/her own pace.
Teachers utilize re-teaching to ensure a student has successfully completed the required
assignments in the academic course syllabus contract before issuing a final course
completion grade. Credits are issued upon completion of a class with a final course
completion grade of “C”, “B” or “A”.
Upon enrollment, the counselor meets with each student to discuss preliminary postsecondary plans. Prior to graduation, the counselor meets individually with each senior to
finalize the student’s post-secondary plan. The following fall, a graduate survey is sent
out to all graduates from the prior three years to follow-up on the graduate's postsecondary plan. Results of the graduate surveys indicate that the majority of Rancho del
Mar’s graduates attend community colleges or four-year colleges such as College of the
Redwoods, Humboldt State University, Marymount California University, Loyola
Marymount University, California State University Long Beach, Cypress College, Los
Angeles Harbor College and El Camino College. Other Rancho del Mar graduates enter
trade school, work, join the military or take a gap year. When graduates return to Rancho
del Mar to request a transcript or letter of recommendation, the counselor or principal
informally meets with them to acquire feedback. Questions related to post graduation
paths are asked to assess if, and how well, they are implementing their post-secondary
plan. Many graduates state that Rancho del Mar's Academic Course Syllabi and
individualized plan really prepared them for the similar format of college syllabi and
working in a self-reliant manner.
Rancho del Mar operates on the regular PVPUSD school calendar with one hundred and
eighty instructional days during the 2015-2016 school year. School begins with first period
at 8:30 am and ends following fifth period at 12:10 p.m. Each day consists of five forty
minute periods with a fifteen-minute break between second and third periods. A fortyminute, tutorial clinic is offered Mondays through Fridays for students making insufficient
progress or wishing to accelerate their progress. Students are encouraged to participate in
after-school programs such as attending the regional occupation classes at SoCal ROC,
having a job or taking a class at one of the traditional high schools or community college.
All students have access to the regular curriculum and every student’s assigned courses
are overseen by a highly-qualified teacher credentialed in that subject area. To ensure
the needs of students who cannot participate in a morning program are met, a student
whose personal circumstances precludes regular daily morning attendance may
participate in a hybrid independent study program, with access to the full curriculum,
provided by the Rancho del Mar credentialed high school teachers. The program is
monitored by the principal and counselor. The student is enrolled in five courses and is
rostered on each assigned teacher’s five period class schedule. However, rather than
coming in the morning, the student comes after the regular school day, a minimum of
once a week, to meet with each of his/her assigned teachers to turn in assignments, take
tests and receive instruction, as needed. This ensures support for those students who are
unable to attend earlier due to jobs, sports, emotional and physical issues. These
students may also attend class in the regular morning session, with advance notification.
14
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As of December 9, 2015, fourteen students participate in the hybrid independent study
program. Two students (one senior; one junior) have morning classes off-site at the
traditional high school and local community college. Three students (two seniors; one
junior) are traveling athletes. One student (senior) works. One student (senior) is a “supersenior” who was originally scheduled to graduate with the class of 2015, but due to medical
and psychological issues will graduate with the class of 2016. One student (junior) is going
through trans-gender and not comfortable being around a large group of other teens. Six
students (three seniors; one junior; two sophomores) have severe medical or psychological
issues, with doctor documentation.
The attendance policy at Rancho del Mar is rigorous and consistently enforced. Awards are
given for perfect attendance. Students making up absences are assigned to one of their
teachers for an after-school attendance recovery period, which enables them to work on
course assignments under the supervision of a credentialed teacher. Students making up
absences may be reassigned to a Saturday School attendance recovery period at one of
the two traditional high schools. Students with significant absences and/or tardies are
referred to the School Attendance Review Board (SARB). Attendance for the first month of
the 2015-2016 school year averaged 98.36%, the second month averaged 99.29%, and
the third month averaged 97.54% In 2014-2015 there were no dropouts and no expulsions,
the same as in 2013-2014.
All stakeholders are involved in a collaborative effort to maintain excellent communication
among staff, students and parents/guardians. Rancho del Mar has a school website
(www.pvpusd.net) and has implemented Aeries.net, an on-line communication system
which provides immediate school/student/home communication. In an effort to acquaint
the community with Rancho del Mar’s educational process, a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) document that describes Rancho del Mar and its policies at length is
distributed throughout the community. Rancho del Mar has also been featured in the
education segment of the Palos Verdes Peninsula News, the local newspaper.
Email blasts and other communiques are an integral part of the communication
system.
Additional avenues of communication include email blasts and communiques, student
board member reports, weekly superintendent and Board of Education reports, Backto School Night, school newsletter, meetings of the Parents Advisory Committee, the
School Accountability Report Card, and formal and informal conferences involving staff,
students and parents/guardians. Rancho del Mar’s certificated staff works together as
a committee at regular staff meetings to create, implement, monitor, evaluate and
modify the school’s Action Plan. The updated Action Plan is submitted, for review and
approval, to the Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services PVPUSD’s, the
Superintendent of Schools and the Board of Education.
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Enrollment Numbers
Enrollment has remained fairly consistent for the past three years and ranges from 70 to
90 students and serving an average of about one hundred ten students every year.
The “Open Enrollment” policy at Rancho del Mar allows for fluid enrollment all throughout
the year. Students may enter at any time.
California Department of Education has cited alternative education continuation school
programs as one of the most important “tools” to circumvent dropouts. Rancho del Mar
provides an alternative educational setting, and an opportunity to earn credits towards
graduation, for sixteen to eighteen year olds who are unsuccessful in the traditional high
school setting in the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District.
Rancho del Mar’s program promotes individual achievement, encourages selfresponsibility and develops self- esteem The non-competitive, no-fail atmosphere and low
student to teacher ratio is less threatening than a traditional high school. Teachers utilize
re-teaching to ensure a student has successfully completed the required assignments in
the academic course syllabus contract before issuing a final course completion grade, and
moving on to the next course. Students may graduate from Rancho del Mar High School,
or if caught up in credits and required courses, with good attendance and work habits,
may transfer to a traditional high school either at the semester break or at the end of the
school year.

Enrollment Data From Aeries

Year

No. of RDM
Enrolled
Students

RDM Dropouts

No. of District
Seniors

District
Dropouts

(Aeries Data)
2012-2013

106

0

3,305

10

2013-2014

122

0

3,341

7

2014-2015

113

0

3,223

No Data
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Attendance and Truancy Rates
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District Board of Education believes that
excessive student absenteeism and tardiness, whether caused by excused or unexcused
absences, may be an early warning sign of poor academic achievement and may put
students at risk of dropping out of school. The Board desires to ensure that all students
attend school in accordance with the state's compulsory education law and take full
advantage of educational opportunities provided by the District.
Board Policy states, “The Superintendent or designee shall develop strategies that focus
on prevention of attendance problems, which may include, but are not limited to, efforts to
provide a safe and positive school environment, relevant and engaging learning
experiences, school activities that help develop students' feelings of connectedness with
the school, school-based health services, and incentives and rewards to recognize
students who achieve excellent attendance or demonstrate significant improvement in
attendance. The Superintendent or designee also shall develop strategies that enable early
outreach to students as soon as they show signs of poor attendance.”
The staff of Rancho del Mar makes a concerted effort to implement strategies to ensure all
students attend school and receive an education. The attendance policy at Rancho del Mar
is rigorous and consistently enforced. Awards are given for perfect attendance. Students
making up absences are assigned to one of their teachers for an after-school attendance
recovery period, which enables them to work on course assignments under the supervision
of a credentialed teacher. Students making up absences may be reassigned to a Saturday
School attendance recovery period at one of the two traditional high schools.
Instructional practices at Rancho del Mar are student- centered and focused on making
curriculum more accessible. An individualized plan, leading to a high school diploma, is
developed for each student upon enrollment. Students benefit from the low student to teacher
ratio and feel safe, and comfortable, at Rancho del Mar. The school climate, the flexible
scheduling and the differentiated instructional practices of the teachers encourage students
to come to school and to learn.
Truancy is defined as, “the action of staying away from school without good reason.” Even
though Rancho del Mar encourages students to regularly attend school, incorporates
flexible scheduling and has an attendance recovery program, some students have multiple
absences that they are not able to make up within the school year.
The Attendance and Truancy Charts on the next page show that the Average Daily
Attendance (ADA) annual attendance percentage for Rancho del Mar has exceeded 95% for
the past three years. The Truancy Rate Chart numbers are low, even though the
small student body at Rancho del Mar does not always provide for accurate
percentage data.
17
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Graduation and Credit Progress
The graduation requirements at Rancho del Mar are identical to the graduation
requirements at the District’s two traditional high schools.
(See appendix for graduation requirements.)

An individualized plan, detailing completion of credits to earn a high school diploma, is
developed for each student upon enrollment. Students at Rancho del Mar make good
progress completing required credits. This is in light of the fact that many of the students
are in the process of credit recovery from previous schools, which means the student
must work diligently to obtain the number of credits required for graduation in the PVPUSD.
Some students exceed the number of credits required for graduation, by taking additional
courses beyond the minimum requirement such as more electives, and courses at SoCal
ROC, community colleges and online District approved programs.

Each subject area has an Academic Course Syllabus contract that allows each student to
work at his/her own pace. Teachers utilize re-teaching to ensure a student has successfully
completed the required assignments in the Academic Course Syllabus contract before
issuing a final course completion grade. The “No-Fail” policy at Rancho del Mar allows a
student to continually progress forward through required courses as long as the student
successfully completes the required assignments outlined in each course’s Academic
Course Syllabus. Credits are issued upon completion of a class with a final course
completion grade of “C”, “B” or “A”.
The District offers a “no fee” Senior Review Summer School each summer for any senior
who needs to make up one or two courses. Under special circumstances, a senior who is
working diligently, but has encountered special circumstances preventing the student from
completing all credits by June, is permitted to remain continually enrolled for an additional
year at Rancho del Mar.

(Reference data charts on next page.)
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Credits Required for Graduation = 220
Year
2012-2013

Number of
RDM Grads

Average Credits Earned

50

220

2013-2014

47

240

2014-2015

43

222.5
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Suspension Rate
Students generally respect school rules and policies. There have been no expulsions since
the previous WASC. Suspensions are minimal, four students in the 2014-2015 school year.
However, since the two traditional high schools have between 1700 and 2500 students,
and Rancho del Mar has a significantly lower student body, statistically speaking, the
suspension rate may exceed the high school average.
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STAR/CAASPP (SBAC) Test Data
The charts on the next few pages depict Rancho del Mar data from District-wide mandated
assessments for the past three years, as available.
The 2012-2013 school year was the last year the STAR (CST) was administered to students
in Grade 11. The reportable scores are depicted on the charts below.
In 2013-2014 Rancho del Mar opted to participate in the Grade 11 pilot program for the
CAASPP (SBAC). There were no reportable scores.
In the spring of the 2014-2015 school year, Rancho del Mar administered the CAASPP
(SBAC) assessment to students in Grade 11. There are reportable scores for 2014-2015, as
depicted on the charts below.
Standardized test data on Aeries Analytics is used by teachers to tailor curriculum, learning
plans and teaching techniques to meet the individual needs of students. Teachers also
utilize test results to create standards based assessments, to ensure that students master
assignments in the Academic Course Syllabi. The small population of the school, and the
fact that credit deficient students enroll continually during the year, often results in
incomplete disaggregation of data and incomplete information in many of the testing
areas.
English / Language Arts CST Score Comparison
Percentages
2012-2013

2013-2014

3%

Grade 11

N/A

Advanced

26%

N/A

Proficient

37%

N/A

Basic

9%

N/A

Below Basic

26%

N/A

Far Below Basic
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Algebra I CST Score Comparison
Percentages

Grade 11

2012-2013

2013-2014

0%

N/A

Advanced

0%

N/A

Proficient

18%

N/A

Basic

55%

N/A

Below Basic

27%

N/A

Far Below Basic

Geometry CST Score Comparison
Percentages

Grade 11

2012-2013

2013-2014

0%

N/A

Advanced

8%

N/A

Proficient

17%

N/A

Basic

58%

N/A

Below Basic

17%

N/A

Far Below Basic
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CAASPP (SBAC) Test Data
2014-15
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Academic Performance Index Data
Rancho del Mar has experienced some growth with the last administration of the CST. It is
difficult to disaggregate data with the small number of students testing. Students may enter
Rancho del Mar throughout the year and for a variety of reasons, although the primary
reason is credit and/or course deficiency. Many students have not had consistent school
enrollment, therefore missing foundational knowledge, leading to lower test scores.
Teachers at Rancho del Mar are faced with the challenge of helping credit deficient students
gain that foundational knowledge while completing courses required to earn a high school
diploma.

Academic Performance Index (API)
Met
AYP

Growth
API

20102011

No

531

20112012

No

434

20122013

Yes

657

Growth
Target

Graduation
Rate

No. of
Students

Base

Similar
School
Rank

Statewide
Rank

8

Yes

21

643

N/A

1

13

Yes

35

531

N/A

1

18

Yes

32

434

N/A

2
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CELDT Data
All District students are assessed upon enrollment, if their enrollment paperwork indicates a
primary language other than English. If identified as an English Language Learner, the
student is reassessed annually. Specific ELD classes are located at the two traditional high
schools, and English Language Learners are primarily enrolled in those ELD classrooms.
ELD students who are intermediate level or higher may be placed at Rancho del Mar. The
no-fail policy and differentiated instructional techniques used by the teachers at Rancho del
Mar allows staff ample opportunity to serve each student’s educational needs.
It should be noted that since there are an insignificant number of English Language Learner
students tested at Rancho del Mar, the results do not allow for the disaggregation of data.
The “0” in the boxes depicting scores from Beginning to Advanced indicate that no data was
available on the cde.gov dataquest site.

California English Language Development Test (CELDT)

No. of Students
Tested

Grade 11

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

3

1

1

0

0

0

Advanced

0

0

0

Early Advanced

0

0

0

Intermediate

0

0

0

Early
Intermediate

0

0

0

Beginning
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California English Language Development Test (CELDT)

No. of Students
Tested

Grade 12

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

5

2

2

0

0

0

Advanced

2

0

0

Early Advanced

2

0

0

Intermediate

1

0

0

Early Intermediate

0

0

0

Beginning
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Chapter II: Progress Report
Summarize progress on each section of the current schoolwide action plan that incorporated all
schoolwide critical areas for follow-up from the last full self-study and all intervening visits.

The following is a summary of the Schoolwide Critical Areas for Follow-up and Areas of
Growth as stated in the WASC Visiting Committee Report March 2010 and Mid-Cycle
Visit March 2013. Please refer to the Appendix for a copy of the WASC Visiting
Committee March 2013 Mid-Cycle Report.
1. “Expansion of Rancho del Mar Program”.
2. “Additional Staff Development: Data Director, Revolution Test Prep, Naviance, and
other areas as needed”.
3. “Incorporate physical activity into the educational program”.
4. “Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School”.
Critical Area of Follow-Up #1
“Expansion of Rancho del Mar Program”
List of Implementations:
Rancho Del Mar has expanded the program in several ways since the 2009-2010 WASC
Visit. In consultation with Visual/Performing Arts (VPA) colleagues from the other high
schools, the Rancho del Mar VPA teacher presented Printmaking as an additional course
to offer beginning with the 2015-2016 school year. Approval was granted by the District’s
Curriculum and Instruction Department and the course was approved by the Board of
Education. The counselor then submitted the course to the University of California A – G
Management Portal for UC class approval, and UC approval was granted. Physics, a
course that was previously Board approved, was also submitted to, and approved by, the
University of California A – G Management Portal.
With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards, the Rancho del Mar teachers
have integrated CCSS into the Academic Course Syllabi. All teachers have included
new technology and technology based assignments to insure 21st Century learning for
students. The English teachers added Core Novels requirements to the English/Language
Arts curriculum to align with offerings at the traditional high school and to encourage
literature based reading and writing. All teachers updated their Academic Course
Syllabi, as appropriate, to incorporate grammar, projects, peer collaboration and a variety
of assessments to facilitate further student learning.
The staff and counselor have expanded post-secondary opportunities and actions for
all students at Rancho del Mar High School. The College and Career Center offers
Naviance, assemblies and additional two-year and four-year college tours. The SoCal
ROC liaison presents a student orientation at the beginning of the year and meets
with every newly enrolled student. The Liaison is on campus a minimum of once a
week to meet with students, explaining the program, describing new course offerings
and answering questions from students, staff and parents. These opportunities are
available to students that attend school during the day as well as independent study
28
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students.
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Critical Area of Follow-Up # 2
“Additional Staff Development: Data Director, Revolution Test Prep. Naviance, and
other areas as needed”
List of Implementations:
Data Director has been replaced with the Aeries.net student parent portal. The District’s
technology staff have provided workshops on Aeries implementation and Gradebook to all
Rancho del Mar teachers and staff, and are available as a resource to assist individual
teachers and staff. The Aeries portal allows parents and students, at home and at
school, to view the student’s grades, attendance, graduation progress, standardized
test scores, and, the ability to monitor continued assignment progress through
Gradebook. The portal provides an opportunity to easily communicate with teachers, and
offers excellent resources for all stakeholders. Teachers use Aeries to analyze student
progress in other subjects, as well as their own subject, ensuring teacher-to-teacher
collaboration to identify the need for intervention for individual student success. The 20152016 Action Plan includes the goal of 100% parent and student activation in the program
with a goal of 90% usage by parents and students.
Revolution Test Prep is no longer used at Rancho del Mar High School. The suspension of
the CAHSEE on October 7, 2015 has eliminated the need for CAHSEE test prep materials.
The Rancho del Mar staff has developed a multi-tiered intervention modality based on
ongoing data collection acquired through criterion referenced testing based on Common
Core. Interventions include RtI, which is a multi-level service system from a universal
learning design, AIMSweb intervention strategies and an intervention teacher to
encourage further student success. The Resource Specialist teacher has been trained on
the RtI techniques, and serves on an RtI Committee, meeting regularly with other staff in
collaboration on implementation of RtI programs and strategies. RtI’s Tier 2 instruction
entails more focused, targeted instruction, interventions, and supplemental support that is
provided to some students who share common academic and/or behavioral needs. Tier 2
services are provided in addition to core instruction, core instructional materials and
supplemental tools. Students are assessed and their progress is monitored frequently to
insure student success. The RtI teacher shares intervention ideas with the other Rancho
del Mar teachers to facilitate student success.
Naviance is an online software program which supports students in their college and
career transitions. Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, the District is providing
Rancho del Mar with its own site “umbrella” for usage. The Rancho del Mar counselor
has access to a Naviance “Help Desk” and has received training from the College Career
Counselors at the other two high schools. The 2015-2016 Action Plan includes the goal of
100 % students registered on Naviance and 95% of students actively using the program.
Students can access this program from home and school.
Rancho del Mar teachers have collaborated with the traditional high school staff through
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment (CIA) meetings and professional
development days for additional staff development in multiple topics, including but not
limited to Common Core, Technology, Aeries.net, and multiple curricular areas. The staff
continues to collaborate with colleagues, serving on District Committees, and to
participate in District based and site based professional development.
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Critical Area of Follow-Up # 3
“Incorporate physical activity into the educational
program”
List of Implementations:
The WASC Visiting Committee, in consultation with the Rancho del Mar staff,
recommended incorporating “physical activity into the educational program”. According to
the California Department of Education (CDE), “physical activity is any bodily movement
that is produced by the contraction of skeletal muscle and that substantially increases
energy expenditure, including exercise, sport, dance, and other movement forms.
Physical activity may include recreational, fitness, and sport activities such as jumping
rope, playing soccer, lifting weights, or participating in organized sports.”
In collaboration with the Associated Student Body officers, the Rancho del Mar staff has
implemented Field Days, including basketball, jump rope, hula hoops, tag football,
soccer, etc., on a quarterly basis at Rancho del Mar. Additional equipment has been
purchased to increase sports participation on a daily basis at break times. The
Halloween Student/Faculty BBQ and Field Day includes additional themed games
such as pumpkin relay race, mummy wrap and water balloon toss.
Students are encouraged to join club teams, participate in comprehensive non – CIF sports
teams, or sports clubs and to participate in extracurricular activities, such as the Skechers
Walk.
Rancho del Mar High school employed a credentialed teacher to develop an Independent
Study Physical Education program that consists of knowledge of a sport’s history, rules and
regulations. A credentialed physical education teacher is currently reviewing the program
components to enhance and update the requirements.
Critical Area of Follow-Up # 4
“Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School”
List of Implementations:
Rancho del Mar has done extensive publicity and outreach to expand the awareness of
Rancho del Mar High School to st ake ho lde rs, inclu din g the staff of the two
traditional high schools and the general public. Along with teachers from the traditional
high schools, Rancho del Mar teachers participated in the collaborative professional
development Curriculum, Instruction Assessment (CIA) team meetings, during both the
2013-2014 school year and the 2014- 2015 school year. Rancho del Mar teachers and
staff continue to serve on District-wide committees such as Textbook Adoption, Online
Learning and Discipline Committee.
The principal attends a Principals’ Leadership Meeting every month, a District
Administration Management meeting every other month, and also attends the
Superintendent’s Weekly Cabinet Meeting on a rotating basis with all secondary principals.
The principal submits a weekly report of Rancho del Mar activities to the Superintendent
and Board of Education as well as regularly tweeting activities and recognitions via Twitter
to reach out to all stakeholders and the general public. The Principal was also featured in
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the Peninsula People Magazine, which is disseminated to every household on the Palos
Verdes Peninsula.
To ensure collaboration with counselors and staff at the traditional high schools, and to
provide knowledge about the programs offered at Rancho del Mar High School, the
Rancho del Mar counselor attends monthly Curriculum and Guidance meetings, along with
counselors from all other secondary schools in the District. The counselor a l s o
serves on the 504 Committee, meeting several times a year with staff from other District
schools. In addition, the Principal and Counselor have regular informal meetings with
counselors from the other schools and the Principal has regular informal meetings with
administration from the traditional high schools.
The school website, which is open for public viewing, features information about Rancho
del Mar, including the Student/Parent Handbook, Newsletters and a Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) sheet. The FAQ sheet is also disseminated to community groups
throughout the year. The office manager continually sends out eblasts.
The Rancho del Mar Student Member of the Board of Education reports to the school
board, at televised meetings, about the activities and recognitions at Rancho del Mar High
School. The Rancho del Mar graduation is televised on the city cable channel and
graduates are named in the local newspaper, with a brief biography and picture recognizing
the Valedictorians.
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Chapter III: Student/Community Profile — Overall Summary from
Analysis of Profile Data and Progress
Provide an overall summary from the analysis of the profile data
 Based on past progress and current data, explain the implications of the data with respect
to student performance
 Select two to three critical learner needs based on the data, noting the correlated
schoolwide learner outcomes
 List important questions that have been raised by the analysis of the student performance,
demographic, and perception data to be used by Home and Focus Groups in their study.

IMPLICATIONS OF STUDENT DATA
Rancho del Mar faculty and staff hold the belief that all students are entitled to successful
learning experiences. The data shows that students are productive as a result of a positive
relationship between faculty and students. As students become more mature socially and
emotionally, they display improved academic success, allowing them to become active
learners. By conducting instruction responsive to varied learning rates and styles, students
are able to demonstrate their individual strengths in both academic and social endeavors.
A concerted effort is made by RDM faculty and staff to collaborate with home and
community to increase communication and develop shared decision making. It is the
shared vision that all RDM students graduate with the ability to make positive choices to
become productive life-long learners.
CRITICAL ACADEMIC NEEDS
The following areas have been identified as noteworthy to explore, based on the data
collected. The Schoolwide Learner Outcomes are noted.
1. Align all Academic Course Syllabi with CCST and update technology to facilitate 21st
Century learning. (Academic Achievers)
2. In the area of Language Arts, all students will demonstrate adequate progress toward
graduation, with 100% graduation rate and no less than 90% attendance rate.
(Effective Communicators)
3. In the area of Mathematics, all students will demonstrate adequate progress toward
graduation, with 100% graduation rate and no less than 90% attendance rate.
(Complex Thinkers)
4. All parents and students will be activated on Aeries.net and Naviance with 90%
demonstrating active use. (Responsible Communicators and Effective Communication)
RAISED QUESTIONS
1. How do we ensure that our curriculum and Academic Course Syllabi are aligned with
CCSS as the District moves through new textbook adoptions?
2. What is found effective for the student’s characteristics?
Can instruction be delivered with fidelity?
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Chapter IV: Self-Study Findings
For each criterion, respond to the indicators and related prompts for each criterion and note the
supporting evidence. Refer to the areas to analyze and examine in determining the degree to which
the criterion is being met.
For each category, provide: (1) a summary of the degree to which the criteria are being met and
include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the school’s ability to
address one or more of the identified critical learner needs; (2) the identification of strengths;
and (3) the identification of prioritized growth areas.

Note: The five criteria categories are:
A. Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources
B. Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum
C. Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction
D. Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability
E. School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth

Category A: Organization: Vision
Leadership, Staff, and Resources

and

Purpose,

Governance,

Analysis must show distinctions that appear across the range of students (grade level, diverse
background, and abilities), and the variety of programs offered at the school.
Examples include:
 Online instruction approaches (school site or off site, integrated within other programs
and/or offered separately)
 Focused programs such as IB Diploma Program, college- and career-readiness programs,
school/college partnerships, AVID, and independent study programs.

Note: In some areas additional prompts have been inserted to emphasize the analysis related to
online instruction

A1. Vision and Purpose Criterion
The school has a clearly stated vision and mission (purpose) based on its student needs, current
educational research, current educational research, the district LCAP, and the belief that all students
can achieve at high academic levels. Supported by the governing board and the district LCAP, the
school’s purpose is defined further by schoolwide learner outcomes and the academic standards.
Indicators w ith Prompts
Vision – Mission – Schoolwide Learner Outcomes – Profile
Indicator: The school has established a clear, coherent vision and mission (purpose) of what students

should know and demonstrate; it is based upon high-quality standards and is congruent with
research, practices, the student/community profile data, and a belief that all students can learn and be
college and career ready.
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Prompt: Evaluate the degree to which the development of the school’s statements has been impacted

by pertinent student/community profile data, the district LCAP, identified future global
competencies, and current educational research.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar has always expected a high level of
personal academic achievement from all its students. With
this commitment in mind, the staff annually reviews school
and District vision statements, and school and
District goals in order to devise, as needed, an
updated vision statement that clearly delineates Rancho
del Mar’s goals and objectives.
A segment of each staff meeting was dedicated to finding
the phrases that would clearly illustrate not only what the
staff expected for the students, but what the students
should want for themselves. To arrive at this vision, the
staff asked itself, "As a parent, what would I want for my
child as a graduate of Rancho del Mar?" From these
meetings, a basic outline began to emerge, an outline that
was expanded through informal discussions among staff
members.
After developing the Vision Statement, the staff, students,
and other stakeholders then began formulating the
Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs),
which are now the CCSS (Common Core State
Standards) and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, using the
Vision Statement and the District's goals and
philosophy, as the defining guidelines. The final version
of the Rancho del Mar Vision Statement and Schoolwide
Learner Outcomes were then approved by the PVPUSD
Board of Education. The teachers review the Vision
Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes and
update annually.
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CCSS (Common Core
State Standards)
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Development/Refinement of Vision, Mission, Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Indicator: The processes to ensure involvement of representatives from the entire school, business,

industry, and community in the development/refinement of the vision, mission, and schoolwide
learner outcomes are effective.
Prompt:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the processes.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar High School’s Vision Statement,
Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, Action Plans are in
concert with the policies and goals of the PVPUSD. The
staff annually reviews and refines the Single Plan for
Student Achievement (SPSA), which is submitted to the
Educational Services Department of the PVPUSD for
review and presented to the PVPUSD Board of Education
for final approval. See chapter five of this document.



Meetings



Posted Vision Statement



Action Plan



Single Plan for Student
Achievement



LCAP (Local Control
and
Accountability
Plan)



Common Core
Standards



Schoolwide Learner
Outcomes

Understanding of Vision, Mission, and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Indicator: Students, parents, and other members of the school and business community demonstrate

understanding of and commitment to the vision, mission, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate the degree to which the school ensures that students, parents, and other members

of the school’s community understand and are committed to the school’s vision, mission, and
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learning Outcomes
are included in each year’s updated Single Plan for
Student
Achievement
and
the
Student/Parent
Handbook. Rancho del Mar’s Vision Statement and
Schoolwide Learning Outcomes ensure that students will
possess the necessary academic and personal
standards to be a contributing and fulfilled member of
society. The Vision
36

 Student/Parent
Handbook
 Meetings
 Posted Vision
Statement

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Statement represents Rancho del Mar’s belief regarding
the development of students' abilities, not only in curricular
areas but also in social choices.

 Posted Schoolwide
Learning Outcomes
 School Website

The Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learning Outcomes
are student-centered and consistent with the following:
Common Core State Standards; Common Core curriculum
frameworks; current educational practices; current
educational research.

 Action Plan
 Single Plan for
Student
Achievement
 LCAP
 Aeries.net (Student
Information System)

Regular Review and Revision
Indicator: The school is implementing an effective process for regular review/revision of the school

vision, mission, and the schoolwide learner outcomes based on student needs, the district LCAP,
global, national, and local needs, and community conditions.
Evaluate the effectiveness of the process for revising these statements with wide
involvement.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP committee reviews the plan annually. At staff
meetings, the faculty discusses and updates the Vision
Statement, Mission and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes,
as needed. Teachers utilize Common Core State
Standards to enhance student performance across the
curriculum.
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A2. Governance Criterion
The governing board (a) has policies and bylaws that are aligned with the school’s purpose and
support the achievement of the schoolwide learner outcomes and academic, college, and career
standards based on data-driven instructional decisions for the school; (b) delegates implementation
of these policies to the professional staff; and (c) monitors results regularly and approves the single
schoolwide action plan and its relationship to the Local Control and Accountability Plan.
Indicators with Prompts
Governing Board
Indicator: The

policies and procedures are clear regarding the selection, composition, and specific
duties of the governing board, including the frequency and regularity of board meetings.
Prompt: Provide evidence that the policies and procedures regarding the selection, composition, and

specific duties of the governing board, including the frequency and regularity of board meetings are
clear.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP is posted on the District website.
Stakeholders can review and suggest modifications, as
needed.

 LCAP Notes
 District Website
 Board Meetings
 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations

Relationship of Governance to Vision, Mission, and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Indicator: The governing board’s policies and district-wide improvement plans are directly connected

to the school’s vision, mission, goals, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Evaluate the adequacy of the policies and district LCAP to support the school’s vision,
mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes through its programs and operations.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP is posted on the District website.
Stakeholders can review and suggest modifications, as
needed. Rancho del Mar is connected to the LCAP
through its Vision Statement, Mission and Schoolwide
Learner Outcomes.

 SPSA Action Plan
 LCAP Notes
 District Website
 Board Meetings
 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations
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Governing Board’s Involvement in the Review and Refinement

The governing board is involved in the regular review and refinement of the school’s
vision, mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the process for involving the governing board in the regular review and refinement

of the school’s vision, mission, and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school annually reviews and updates, as needed, the
Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
which are included in the SPSA Action Plan as presented
to the District’s Educational Services Department and
Board of Education.

 LCAP
 Board Meetings
 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations
 Vision Statement
 Mission Statement
 Schoolwide Learner
Outcomes
SPSA and Action Plan

Evaluate the policies related to online instruction for
effectiveness in clarifying the vision for the school’s use of various types of online curriculum,
instruction and support methodologies; this includes, upgrading or updating technology, acceptable
use policies, CIPA policies, and policies to ensure internet safety.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The PVPUSD Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) is posted
online on the District website as well as printed in
the Student/Parent Handbook. The Bring Your Own
Device (BYOD) contract is posted on the school
website and included
in
the
Student/Parent
Handbook. Agreement signature pages are required
for both the PVPUSD Acceptable Use Policy and for the
BYOD policy.

 Updated Technology

The internet is regulated through the use of firewalls at the
District level, which transplants onto BYOD devices,
in alignment with CIPA (Children’s Internet Protection
Act) practices. The school is exploring Active Classroom
as an online education resource. In addition to personal
contact, students participating in independent study
may communicate with teachers via email to ask
questions in between their scheduled appointments.
Two Rancho del Mar teachers participate on the
District’s Online Committee.

 Online Course Request
Form
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Understanding the Role of the Governing Board
Indicator: The school and business community understand the governing board’s role, including how

parents can participate in the school’s governance.
Evaluate the ways the school community and parents are informed as to how they can
participate in the school’s governance including their role in the determination of the district LCAP.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP is posted on the District website. Stakeholders
may review and suggest modifications, as needed.
Rancho del Mar is connected to the LCAP through its
Vision Statement, Mission and Schoolwide Learner
Outcomes.

 LCAP
 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations

Professional Staff and Governing Board
Indicator: There is clear understanding about the relationship between the governing board and the

responsibilities of the professional staff.
Determine whether there is clear understanding about the relationship between the
governing board and the responsibilities of the professional staff and how that understanding is
developed and maintained.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar staff is aware of their
responsibilities and their relationship with the governing
board. The administration maintains an “open door”
policy.

 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations
 Open Door Policy
 Principal Meetings
 Leadership Meetings
 PVFA & CSEA
Agreements
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Board’s Evaluation/Monitoring Procedures
Indicator: There is clarity of the evaluation and monitoring procedures carried out by the governing

board in relationship to the LCAP metrics, including the review of student performance toward
career and college readiness, overall school programs and operations, and the fiscal health of the
school.
Prompt: Determine the degree to which there is clarity of the evaluation and monitoring procedures

carried out by the governing board, including the annual LCAP assessment of district goals and the
Eight State Priorities.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP goals, the District’s goals, and the Rancho
del Mar Single Plan for Student Achievement are aligned
with the State goals.

 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations
 Classroom Observations
 LCAP
 Local TV Broadcasts
 Board Meetings
 SPSA

Complaint and Conflict Resolution Procedures
Indicator: The established governing board/school’s complaint and conflict resolution procedures as

they apply to the school’s stakeholders are effective.
Prompt: Comment

on the effectiveness of the established governing board/school’s complaint and
conflict resolution procedures.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers feel comfortable approaching the governing
board regarding problems. The administrative regulations
and board policies are posted online.

 Board Policies and
Administrative
Regulations
 Open Door Policy
 PVFA & CSEA
Agreements
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A3. Leadership: Continuous Planning and Monitoring Criterion
Based on student achievement data, the school leadership, parent/community, and staff make
decisions and initiate activities that focus on all students achieving the schoolwide learner outcomes
and academic, college, and career standards. The school leadership and staff annually monitor and
refine the single schoolwide action plan and make recommendations to modify the LCAP based on
analysis of data to ensure alignment with student needs.
Indicators with Prompts

Broad-Based and Collaborative
Indicator: The school’s planning process is broad-based, collaborative, and has the commitment of

the stakeholders, including the staff, students, parents, and business community.
Comment on the effectiveness of the school planning process to ensure that it is broadbased, collaborative and fosters the commitment of the stakeholders, including the staff, students,
parents, and business community.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Pupil outcomes are provided through an instructional
program which enhances achievement for all students
across content areas. The school environment fosters
physical and emotional security, engages and encourages
community involvement, and focuses on a nurturing and
positive school climate.

 Faculty Meetings

The staff have regular meetings to discuss student
achievement. Weekly Bulletins are distributed, both
in paper and electronic format, to each staff member
discussing any relevant and pertinent information
regarding school programs, activities and the calendar.

 Email Blasts

Certificated staff attended CIA committees (Curriculum
Instruction and Assessment) related to their individual
curricular area. The collaborative committees included
staff, in related subject departments, across the District.
The CIA committees were tasked to update high school
curriculum to facilitate transition to Common Core State
Standards. The Rancho del Mar representatives updated
other Rancho del Mar staff at faculty meetings.
Staff refers to the LCAP impact when planning to
ensure conditions of learning, pupil outcomes and
engagement. All teachers are highly qualified teachers
and use Common Core State Standards (CCSS) to
deliver the rigorous high school curriculum.
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 Daily Bulletin
 CIA Meetings (Curriculum
Instruction and
Assessment)

 Aeries
 Progress Reports
 Credit Achievement
Postcards
 Scholarships
 LCAP
 Work Experience
 Back to School Night
 Agendas
 Newsletters
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Back to School Night allows for communication and
collaboration between staff and parents/ community.
Monthly and annual newsletters are mailed to parents,
along with email blasts with new information and updates.
Regular communication with parents keeps them updated
on student outcomes. Every student and parent has an
Aeries account on which they may view attendance,
grades,
course
assignment
progress
and
advancement towards graduation. Credit achievement
postcards, with grades, are sent home to inform
parents every time a student completes a course.
Progress reports are sent home quarterly, and when
needed, to document student achievement.

 Small Class Size
 Low Teacher to Student
Ratio
 Psychologist Support
 Surveys

Businesses in the community provide opportunities for
students to participate in work experience. Many
community organizations and business entities have
scholarship programs available to Rancho del Mar
students.
School Plan Correlated to Student Learning
Indicator: The school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement is directly correlated to the analysis of

student achievement data about the critical learner and career readiness needs; schoolwide learner
outcomes; and academic, college, and career standards.
How do staff ensure that the analysis of student achievement of the critical learner and
career readiness needs, schoolwide learner outcomes, and academic and career readiness standards
are incorporated into the single plan and impact the development, implementation, and monitoring
of the single plan and the LCAP?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers participate in District-wide meetings with
other teachers from the same curriculum department to
discuss, modify and update curriculum to reflect the
LCAP goals and align with CCSS. Staff members
participate on textbook pilot and adoption committees
related to their curricular area. Collaborative staff
development days provide Rancho del Mar teachers the
opportunity to interact with the staff of the traditional
high schools. Teachers update information as new data
continues to be measured throughout the year.

 Naviance
 College Trips
 SoCal ROC
 Professional
Development
 ASVAB
 CIA Meetings
 Curriculum and
Guidance Meetings
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The Rancho del Mar counselor continually updates the
College and Career center with new information regarding
colleges,
universities,
scholarships
and
career
opportunities. All students are assigned a Naviance
account to research post-secondary options such as
colleges and careers. To encourage post-secondary
options, the school counselor takes students on tours of
local community colleges and four year universities
Students are also given the opportunity to attend Southern
California Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC) to
receive vocation instruction to become “job ready”. The
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) is
offered for students interested in learning additional
information related to career options.
At both formal and informal staff meetings, there is
faculty
collaboration
related
to
instruction,
curriculum, assessment and student success.
Adjustments to schedules, issues and/or programs are
made as needed. Issues regarding academic
accommodations to help students achieve Schoolwide
Learner Outcomes, meet Common Core State Standards,
and enjoy academic success are disaggregated. The
principal and the staff analyze assessment data and
their collective experiences and expertise to refine
and/or modify programs and curriculum to meet the
needs of every student.
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 Textbook Pilot and
Adoption Committees
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Correlation of All Resources to the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single Plan for Student
Achievement, and the LCAP

There is correlation of the allocation of time/fiscal/personnel/material resources to the
implementation, monitoring, and accomplishing of the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single
Plan for Student Achievement, and the LCAP.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the degree to

which the allocation of all resources supports the implementation,
monitoring, and accomplishment of the Schoolwide Learner Outcomes, the Single Plan for Student
Achievement, and the LCAP.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

District and private funding supports RtI (Response to
Intervention), technology materials, website support,
student incentives, counselor and more. Confidence
Foundation funds provided assemblies on character
development, including bullying and substance abuse, as
well as the purchase of technology software.

 Single Plan for Student
Achievement
 PEF (Peninsula
Education
Foundation)

Support staff facilitates student achievement for those  Site Discretionary Funds
who need intervention. An annual Peninsula Education
 Supplemental Grants
Foundation (PEF) grant supports a multitude of school
activities and programs, including a student incentive
program.
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Staff Actions/Accountability to Support Learning
Indicator: The school evaluates the effectiveness of the processes and procedures for involving staff

in shared responsibility, actions, and accountability to support student learning throughout all
programs. This includes an evaluation of the collegial strategies used to implement innovations and
encourage improvement, such as shadowing, coaching, observation, mentoring, group presentations.
Prompt: How effective are the processes and procedures for involving staff in shared responsibility,

actions, and accountability to support student learning throughout all programs? Provide
representative examples and data regarding impact on student learning.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers participate in District-wide meetings with other
teachers from the same curriculum department to discuss,
modify and update curriculum to reflect the LCAP goals
and align with CCSS. Staff members participate on
textbook pilot and adoption committees related to their
curricular area. Collaborative staff development days
provide Rancho del Mar teachers the opportunity to
interact with the staff of the traditional high schools.

 CIA Meetings

Teachers attend CCEA District 7 Meetings and the
CCEA State Conference, which provides the opportunity
to collaborate with continuation high school staff from
other districts.

 Staff Development Fliers

The Weekly Bulletin is emailed and hard-copied to every
staff member, ensuring that all are informed as to
upcoming activities and school issues.
Staff has the opportunity for continual training and
development. Teachers are invited to participate in
additional staff development courses, which facilitate
instruction and curriculum updates. Teachers may
also take college courses to further their education. New
teachers are enrolled in the BTSA program to receive
extra support, mentoring and assistance with clearing
their credential. Staff meetings involve the entire faculty
and administration, and all present contribute to student
learning discussions which focus on individual student
progress, as well as course/department structure.
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 CCEA Meetings
 Credentials on file with
Human Resources
 Staff Meetings Agendas
 Weekly Bulletins

 Staff Training Materials
 College Courses
 BTSA
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Evaluate the processes and procedures for involving online
staff members in professional development activities that enhance the use of technology in the
delivery of instruction and support student learning.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers attend District professional development days
for staff development workshops on Aeries,
OneNote and Active Classroom. Every teacher has
been furnished with an Ipad for classroom and
professional development use. Two teachers serve on
the District Online Committee.

 Professional
Development
 Online Committee

Evaluation of Existing Processes
Indicator: The school leadership regularly reviews the existing processes to determine the degree to

which actions of the leadership and staff focus on successful student learning.
To what extent does the school leadership regularly review the existing processes to
determine the degree to which actions of the leadership and staff focus on successful student
learning?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The principal and counselor, who is the administrative
designee, have an open door policy. Both interact
regularly with students and faculty. Staff meetings involve
the entire faulty and administration, and all present
contribute to student learning discussions which focus on
individual student progress, as well as course/department
structure. The principal and faculty attend the state CCEA
conference to learn new strategies for student success.

 Staff Evaluations

The principal personally conducts an Intake Meeting with
each potential enrollee and his/her parent. The analysis
and resulting decisions are then communicated to the
faculty, with opportunity for discussion as to student
placement needs. During second semester, the principal
generates a regular analysis of Senior Graduation
Progress, which is communicated to students, parents and
faculty.

 Conferences

The principal conducts informal observations, as well as
formal observations and evaluations in accordance with
District policy. All are conducted in a collaborative
manner.

47

 Staff Meetings
 Professional
Development
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Internal Communication and Planning

The school has effective existing structures for internal communication, planning, and
resolving differences.
Indicator:

How effective are the existing structures for internal communication, planning, and
resolving differences?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school utilizes internal communication in many
different ways. Weekly Bulletins are distributed to
teachers and staff, via email and hard copy, to
ensure staff is informed about calendar schedules,
activities and issues. Teachers and staff collaborate
about school activities and student and/or staff needs.
Staff meetings are open forum during which teachers
discuss student support, issues, teacher needs and
other related topics. Staff meetings are also used to
help plan for upcoming activities and events.
Teachers may meet in the summer for collaboration on
academics and planning.
The school psychologist is available to provide mental
health aid and referrals for struggling students, as well
as parents. The Outlook Counselor is available to work
with referred students on substance abuse issues.
Teachers refer students who need counseling and
communicate with the parents, psychologist, counselor
and Outlook Counselor regarding any student, in need
of services.
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 Weekly Bulletins
 Emails
 Phone Calls
 Counselor Referral
Forms
 Staff Meetings
 Planning Meetings
 Collaboration Meetings
(summer and school
year)
 School Psychologist
 Outlook Counselor
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A4. Staff: Qualified and Professional Development Criterion
A qualified staff facilitates achievement of the student academic standards and the schoolwide
learner outcomes through a system of preparation, induction, and ongoing professional development.
There is a systematic approach to continuous improvement through professional development based
on student performance data, student needs, and research.
Indicators with Prompts

Qualifications and Preparation of Staff

The school has procedures to ensure that staff members are qualified based on staff
background, training, and preparation.
Indicator:

Evaluate the procedures to ensure all staff members in all programs, including online
instruction, are qualified based on employment policies and practices, staff background, training,
and preparation are qualified for their responsibilities.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The faculty is comprised of experienced educators, all
teaching in their credentialed subject areas. All have
Specially Designed Academic Instruction in English
(SDAIE) training and/or a Cross-Cultural Language
Academic Development (CLAD) certificate. The principal is
a credentialed teacher with classroom, as well as
administrative experience. The Counselor holds a PPS
counseling credential and i s
working on an
administrative credential. She is also trained as an
ERMHS (Educationally related Mental Health Services)
counselor.

 Teacher Credentials on
file at Human Resources

PVPUSD has traditionally offered multiple professional
development days and opportunities throughout the
calendar year. Rancho del Mar teachers attended all of
these
in-service
days,
interacting
with
their
department colleagues from the traditional high schools.
Each teacher annually conduct a peer review of
instructional practices at Rancho del Mar. Other
professional development has been available on site, such
as: Suicide Prevention training, First Aid, CPR, and
more. The Palos Verdes Library District presented
information to staff related to utilization of library
resources.
All teachers, counselor, and principal are members of the
California Continuation Education Association (CCEA),
District VII, and attend as many meetings and/or
conferences as possible. Input from other continuation
school programs is reviewed in an effort to 49
continually

 Highly Qualified Teachers
– Teaching Assignments
 Professional
Development
 CLAD/SDAIE
Certifications
 CAASPP/SBAD
Administration Training
 CTE pathways
 CIA - CCSS Training and
Collaboration related to
Integration and
Implementation
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improve goals and e n h a n c e Common Core
Standards-based curriculum. If scheduling permits and
funds are available, Rancho del Mar staff members
also attend the annual CCEA state-wide conference.
Many staff members a r e also members of additional
professional organizations and participate in related
activities. The counselor is a member of American School
Counselor Association (ASCA). The art teacher is a
member of the National Art Educators Association
(NAEA).
During the 2014-2015 school year, all teachers have had
access to resources and materials in ELA, Math, and
College and Career readiness aligned to Common Core
State Standards (CCSS). Professional Development and
coaching support for implementation of the CCSS was
delivered regularly through District professional
development days and scheduled Curriculum, Instruction,
and Assessment (CIA) meetings.
Staff Assignment and Preparation
Indicator: The school has a process to assign staff members and provide appropriate orientation for

all assignments, including online instruction and focused programs, so that the expertise of the staff
members is maximized in relation to impact on quality student learning.
Evaluate the process to assign staff members and provide an appropriate orientation
process to ensure all staff are qualified and prepared or their responsibilities, including any type of
online instruction.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

All teachers are highly qualified. Teachers are assigned to
teach subjects in which they are credentialed.

 Teacher Credentials on
file at Human Resources

Course assignments, which follow the District
approved curriculum and are based on CCSS, are clearly
delineated in each Academic Course Syllabus, including
virtual labs for Science curriculum. Teachers post
their Academic Course Syllabi on the school website to
allow for remote access to materials. Teachers
annually collaborate to update Academic Course
Syllabi based on curriculum change, ongoing
assessment and teaching strategies.

 Teaching (Course)
Assignments
 Academic Course Syllabi
 Tutorial Clinic
 School Website & Email
 Home Use Textbooks

Students, and their parents, may monitor their graduation  Virtual Labs (Science)
progress through Gradebook in their personal Aeries
account. Each student has access to all staff via email,
for ease of home/school communication. Each
student is provided with a set of textbooks for home use.
In addition, teachers offer a tutorial period daily to allow for
more one- on-one support for student progress.
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Defining and Understanding Practices/Relationships
Indicator: The school implements a clear system to communicate administrator and faculty written

policies, charts, and handbooks that define responsibilities, operational practices, decision-making
processes, and relationships of leadership and staff.
Prompt: Evaluate the system used to communicate administrator and faculty written policies, charts,

pacing guides and handbooks that define responsibilities, operational practices, decision-making
processes, and relationships of leadership and staff. Determine the degree of clarity and
understanding of these by administration and faculty.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Upon enrollment, the principal disseminates a
Student/Parent Handbook to each family. The Handbook,
which is also posted on the school website, contains
valuable information related to school policies, programs,
resources, course offerings, staff contact information and
more.
The Rancho del Mar school website is an easy way for
parents and students to: keep-up-to-date ; read school
policies, memos and announcements; view the school
calendar; see District and school events and activities;
access each teacher’s individual page; access the
Academic Course Syllabus (course requirements) for
each course; be informed about the school program, and
much more. Pacing guides included in all Academic
Course Syllabi (course contracts) mirror pacing at the two
traditional high schools.
Aeries.net allows students and parents, with their personal
password, to: access school enrollment registration
paperwork; update contact, medical and emergency
information; view the student’s grades, attendance,
graduation progress, standardized test scores and more. It
also provides an immediate email communication line
between home and school.
The Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learner
Outcomes are posted in each room, the office and the
MPR and reviewed with all stakeholders. Staff meetings
include collaboration, discussion, training, and further
communication between administration and staff. A
Weekly Bulletin is sent to each staff member, both online
and in print, for information related to the daily, weekly,
and monthly activities, events, and need to know
information. Policies, and updates, are discussed
during faculty meetings and restated in Weekly Bulletins.
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Support of Professional Development
Indicator: The school effectively supports professional development/learning with time, personnel,

material, and fiscal resources to facilitate all students achieving the academic, college, and career
readiness standards and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: How effective is the support of

professional development/learning? Provide evidence and

examples.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The District and administration facilitate and
encourage professional development through both District
and outside resources – District- based, site- based and
collaborative secondary level-based. The District
provides continuous professional development on
curricular shifts in CCSS through District professional
development days, CIA (Curriculum, Instruction, and
Assessment) and other committees.

 Professional
Development Days and
Release Time

Teacher resources continue to be available, online and
through the instructional coaches, who provide
additional specialized support, as needed. Rancho del
Mar hosts internal educator development workshops
and has devoted multiple staff meetings for education
development purposes.

 NGSS Committee

 CIA Meetings
 Math Textbook
Pilot/Adoption
Committee

 Online Committee
 CTE Committee
 RtI Committee
 Curriculum & Guidance
Committee
 CCEA Meetings
 Weekly Bulletins
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Supervision and Evaluation

The school implements effective supervision and evaluation procedures in order to
promote professional growth of staff.
Indicator:

Prompt: How

effective are the school’s supervision and evaluation procedures?

Findings

Supporting Evidence

There is an ongoing open door policy between the
administration, faculty, students and families. Ongoing
communication between staff is standard operating
procedure.

 Staff Observations &
Evaluations
 Open Door Policy

The principal evaluates the staff, focusing on areas of
growth and performs informal and formal classroom
observations. The principal conducts formal evaluations
in accordance with District policy. All evaluations are
conducted in a collaborative manner, with a thorough
discussion of evaluation and expectations.
The principal also encourages open dialogue with the
staff, faculty and students to discuss all concerns and
ideas for future success. There is a sensitive and
supportive climate that allows for open dialogue and
discussions for communication and problem solving,
which benefits all stakeholders.
How effective is the school’s supervision and evaluation
procedures in order to promote professional growth of online instructional staff, including their
technological competencies and use of technology within the curriculum, and their fulfilling
requirements for quality student-teacher interaction?
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Although Rancho del Mar is not an online instructional
institution, the teachers incorporate, encourage and use
online communication with all students. This
communication tool allows for open communication of
questions and answers.

 Student Portfolios

Students often submit completed work through the
internet. Teachers instruct students on use of internet
tools in research and everyday use. Two teachers serve
on the District’s Online Committee and will pilot online
programs.

 Edmodo

 Virtual Labs (Science)
 Email Communication

 School Website
 Aeries.net
 Gradebook
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Measurable Effect of Professional Development

There are effective operating processes that determine the measurable effect of
professional development, coaching and mentoring on student performance.
Indicator:

Comment on the effectiveness of the processes in determining the measurable effect of
professional development, coaching, and mentoring on student performance. Provide evidence about
whether the professional development/learning has had a positive impact on student learning.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The District has professional development opportunities,

 Professional
such as the CIA meetings, and District-based and siteDevelopment
based professional development days. Teachers share
Information with the other staff members informally and at  District Instructional
Coaches
formal staff meetings.
Teachers are encouraged to take additional classes to  Coaching and Mentoring
further their learning. New teachers are supported by
BTSA, which allows for collaboration and additional  CIA meetings
professional development, and are mentored by other  BTSA
teachers on campus for additional support.
 Surveys
The District provides instructional coaches to align and
support the shifting curriculum towards CCSS. The math  PVPUSD Board
Agendas/Minutes
teacher is participating in the math adoption by piloting
an approved CCSS aligned math text.
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A5. Resources Criterion
The human, material, physical, and financial resources are sufficient and utilized effectively and
appropriately in accordance with the legal intent of the program(s) and LCAP to support students in
accomplishing the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicators with Prompts

Allocation Decisions

There is a relationship between the decisions about resource allocations, the school’s
vision, mission, and student achievement of the schoolwide learner outcomes, the district’s LCAP,
the academic standards, and the college- and career-readiness standards. The school leadership and
staff are involved in the resource allocation decisions.
Indicator:

To what extent are resources allocated to meet the school’s vision, mission, and student
achievement of the critical learner needs, the schoolwide learner outcomes, student needs identified
in the district LCAP, the academic standards, and the college- and career-readiness standards.
Additionally, comment on the extent to which leadership and staff are involved in the resource
allocation decisions. What impact has the process for the allocation of resources made on student
learning?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The District provides Rancho del Mar with a Site
Discretionary Grant, and other budgeted monies based on
Average Daily Attendance (ADA), in accordance with
the same formula allocated to the other District
schools. In addition, the Peninsula Education
Foundation annually provides Rancho del Mar with
$8,500 as a discretionary fund.

 School Budget &
Documents

Several community organizations and many parents
support Rancho del Mar through cash donations, service
or scholarship awards. The Confidence Foundation
awarded a grant of $5,000 to Rancho del Mar to support
the expansion of the Character Development Program.
South Bay Children’s Health Center provides an Outlook
Counselor.

 Aeries

The staff reviews the annual budget, which is also
presented to parents at Back-to-School Night. The
Weekly Bulletins delineate where resources are
allocated. The District technology staff enhanced
Aeries to support the individual needs of a continuation
high school grading platform.
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Practices
Indicator: There are processes operating in relationship to district practices for developing an annual

budget, conducting an annual audit, and at all times conducting quality business and accounting
practices, including protections against mishandling of institutional funds. (Note: Some of this may
be more district-based than school-based.)
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the school’s processes in relationship to district practices for

developing an annual budget, conducting an annual audit, and at all times conducting quality
business and accounting practices, including protections against mishandling of institutional funds.
(Note: Some of this may be more district-based than school-based.)
Findings

Rancho del Mar follows District practices for developing
an annual budget. A preliminary budget is
disseminated to schools and a monthly accounting
budget is emailed to schools. The office manager
maintains a record of income resources and
expenditures.
The District performs an annual audit, and conducts
its business and accounting practices in accordance
with Los Angeles County mandates. A check and
balance system and protections against mishandling of
funds are in place.

Supporting Evidence

 District and Board
Policies
 District Budget
 School Budget
 Monthly Budget
Statements

Facilities

The school’s facilities are adequate to meet the school’s vision, mission, schoolwide
learner outcomes; the educational program and are safe, functional, and well-maintained.
Indicator:

Prompt: Specifically, to what extent do the facilities support the school’s vision, mission, schoolwide

learner outcomes, the educational program, and the health and safety needs of students?
Findings

There are six classrooms utilized on a daily basis by the
teachers at Rancho del Mar, with the support of a
principal, office manager, counselor, security staff,
counselor and a custodian/grounds-keeper.
The school is ADA compliant, and underwent an extensive
remodel several years ago. In 2011, the plumbing for the
entire school was replaced and updated. The Multi-Purpose
Room (MPR) is used for all school activities and
meetings. In summer 2015, the parking lot was
refurbished and restriped. A solar project is underway.
Every year the Maintenance Department paints any part
of the site where needed. Requests for additional
repairs/service are submitted to the Maintenance
Department.
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Supporting Evidence

 Well Maintained Site and
Buildings
 School Security
 Safe School Policy
 School Policies
 Disaster (SEMS) Plan and
Drills and Equipment
 Safe Classrooms (i.e.
Lock Bloks)
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All classrooms have student computers and a teacher
computer. In the 2013-2014 year, each classroom was
equipped with wifi technology. In the 2014-2015 school
year, the District provided Rancho del Mar with a forty
chrome books, a charging cart and additional
resources, as needed.
A Safe Schools Policy is in place. All students sign a
contract upon enrollment. A security officer is present on
campus. Windows are tinted and all doors are equipped
with a “Lock Blok” system in event of an intruder on
campus. The Disaster (SEMS) Plan is updated annually
and reviewed by staff. Regular safety drills are held. A
shed with disaster supplies is located adjacent to the field.

Instructional Materials and Equipment
Indicator: The policies and procedures for acquiring and maintaining adequate instructional materials

and equipment, such as textbooks, other printed materials, audio-visual, support technology,
manipulatives, and laboratory materials are effective.
Evaluate the effectiveness of the policies procedures for acquiring and maintaining
adequate instructional materials and equipment, such as technology tools and software, the support
systems for technology, software, textbooks, other printed materials, library media resources,
manipulatives, and laboratory materials for instruction including online.
Prompt:

Findings

Teachers plan their Academic Course Syllabi utilizing
District approved textbooks, printed materials such
as supplemental worksheets and primary documents
and, online resources. In addition, Syllabi may include
audio- visual and technology based assignments. For
example, the Government class requires students to
access the commercial videos of the presidential
candidates since 1955 and then analyze the content.
The science course assignments include technology
based virtual labs.
In the Spring, the principal issues a Textbook Request
Form. The Weekly Bulletin solicits teachers to list needs
other material needs. Each teacher requests and
maintains additional supplies related to their subject
matter. During the year, ongoing requests are
submitted to the Office Manager. School supplies are
maintained as an “Open Cabinet”, to ensure that each
teacher has whatever they need to offer an appropriate
program.
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Supporting Evidence

 Textbook Request Form
 Weekly Bulletin (Supply
Requests)
 Classroom Supplies
 Textbooks
 Computers and Other
Technology Equipment
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Each classroom is equipped with computers, a printer and
has access to ELMOs, Chromebooks and projectors.
The District purchases a sufficient quantity of texts,
in accordance with the Williams Act. All Rancho del Mar
students have textbooks for home use and classrooms
have class sets of texts.
Well-Qualified Staff

Resources are available to enable the hiring, nurturing, and ongoing professional
development of a well-qualified staff for all programs such as online instruction and college and
career.
Indicator:

Prompt: Determine if the resources are available to hire, nurture, and provide ongoing professional

development for a well-qualified staff. Include specifics if online, IB, and/or college and career
preparation programs are in place.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Staff is hired by Human Resources, following an
application and review process. All staff are required to
pass a Mandated Reporter Training and review and sign
an agreement to District policies. Teachers hired must
be highly qualified and teach in their credentialed area.
District-based and site-based professional development
allow t e a c h e r s a n d s t a f f t o a t t e n d workshops
on new concepts in each subject matter, as well as
across the curriculum. Teachers are encouraged to
attend
conferences
for
additional professional
development. PVPUSD Instructional Coaches assist
any teacher in need of additional support. New teachers
are additionally supported by the BTSA program.

 Human Resources Hiring
Process
 District Policies
 Professional
Development Days
(District-Based & SiteBased)
 Conferences &
Workshops
 Highly Qualified
Teachers- Human
Resources Files
 BTSA
 PVPUSD Directory
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Long-Range Planning
Indicator: The district

and school’s processes for regularly and effectively examining a long-range
plan ensures the continual availability and coordination of appropriate resources supports students’
achievement of the critical learner needs, the academic standards, college- and career-readiness
standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of

these processes.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The LCAP is the active document to assist in long range
planning and coordination of appropriate resources,
student achievement, academic standards, college and
career readiness, and schoolwide learner outcomes. The
District pilots new textbook adoptions with publisher
and public involvement.
The District holds CIA and other committee meetings
to allow for department- wide collaboration. There are
opportunities for additional professional development for
teachers to explore and incorporate new resources into
their classrooms.
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 LCAP
 Board Agendas &
Policies
 CIA & Collaborative
Committee Meetings
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ACS WASC Category A. Organization: Vision and Purpose,
Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category A are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Rancho del Mar’s Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learning Outcomes ensure that
students will possess the necessary academic and personal standards to be both a
contributing and fulfilled member of society. They represent Rancho del Mar’s belief
regarding the development of students' abilities, not only in curricular areas but also
in social choices.

Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category A.
Category A: Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources: Areas of
Strength

Staff & Stakeholder Communication and Collaboration
Vision Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes which guide the school’s
instruction and program development
Professional Development (District-Based; Site-Based; and Secondary Level
Collaborative-Based; CIA Teams; Math Textbook and Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) Pilot and Adoption Committee; Online Committee; CTE
Committee; RtI Committee; Curriculum & Guidance Committee)
District and Community Support (Financial and Other)
Parent Advisory Committee
Associated Student Body
Individual Teacher Support for Optimal Student Success Opportunities

Category A: Organization: Vision and Purpose, Governance, Leadership, Staff, and Resources: Areas of
Growth

Expand use of social media for communication with all stakeholders which will
result in increased parent engagement.
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Category B: Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum
Analysis must show distinctions that appear across the range of students (grade level, diverse
background, and abilities) and the variety of programs offered at the school.
Examples include:
 Online instruction approaches (school site or off site, integrated within other programs
and/or offered separately)
 Focused programs such as IB Diploma Program, college- and career-readiness programs,
school/college partnerships, AVID, and independent study programs.

Note: In some areas additional prompts have been inserted to emphasize the analysis related to
online instruction.

B1. Rigorous and Relevant Standards-Based Curriculum Criterion
All students participate in a rigorous, relevant, and coherent standards-based curriculum that
supports the achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and
the schoolwide learner outcomes. Through standards-based learning (what is taught and how it is
taught), these are accomplished.
Indicators with Prompts
Current Educational Research and Thinking

The school provides examples that document the effective use of current educational
research related to the curricular areas in order to maintain a viable, meaningful instructional
program that prepares students for college, career, and life.
Indicator:

Prompt: Comment on the effective use of current educational research related to the curricular areas

to maintain a viable, meaningful instructional program for students. Examine the effectiveness of
how the school staff stay current and revise the curriculum appropriately.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Assignments in the Academic Course Syllabi (contracts)
are based on CCSS. Teachers include technology based
assignments to emphasize 21st Century learning. The
District monitors new research and disseminates its
findings to the teachers, who regularly revise course
contracts to ensure a viable meaningful program for
students.
The District Math teachers are integrating CCSS
curriculum into all courses in scheduled phases, and the
Rancho del Mar Math teacher is piloting a new math
program. The Science teacher is participating on the
NGSS Committee, and the English and Social Sciences
teachers are members of the Online Curriculum
Committee.

 Academic Course Syllabi
 Lesson Plans
 21st Century Learning
 District Research and
Professional
Development
Committees
 Rancho del Mar Course
Offerings
 College Course Catalog
 Board Minutes

Career Pathway courses help train students for entry  Math Pilot Program
level jobs. Students may also access SoCal ROC to
enhance career training and enroll in courses at Los  SoCal ROC Course
Catalog
Angeles Harbor College or El Camino Community
College.
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Academic and College- and Career-Readiness Standards for Each Area
Indicator: The school has defined academic standards and college- and career readiness standards for

each subject area, course, and/or program and, where applicable, expectations within the courses that
meet the UC “a-g” requirements.
Evaluate to what extent there are defined academic standards and college- and career
readiness standards for each subject area, course, and/or program that meet state or
national/international standards and, where applicable, expectations within courses that meet the
UC “a-g” requirements. Examine the annual submission of course syllabus approval to UC for all
AP courses. Verify that the facility requirements for "wet labs" are met for all lab science courses.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation.
Most courses are UC approved. Course offerings are
listed in the Student/Parent Handbook, with UC Approved
courses designated by an asterisk (*). The counselor
annually reviews the “a-g” Management Doorway Portal, in
accordance with submission deadlines. When new
courses are developed, and approved by the Board of
Education, the counselor submits for UC approval.
Science courses contain online virtual labs to ensure
safety with chemicals.
All Academic Course Syllabi align with CCSS to ensure a
quality education. Career Pathway courses are offered
under the umbrella of Career Technical Education (CTE).
SoCal ROC offers additional Career Pathway courses. To
ensure course collaboration, all teachers have a “White
Binder” which contains the Academic Course Syllabus for
every course offered at Rancho del Mar. The Academic
Course Syllabi are also posted on the school website.
Each teacher has a copy of the Rancho del Mar
“Student/Parent Handbook” and the “High School Course
Description Handbook”. Both documents are posted on
the school website.
The RDM “Student/Parent Handbook” is reviewed
annually by the staff. The “High School Course
Description Handbook” is reviewed annually by the
Curriculum and Guidance Committee, of which the RDM
counselor is a member.
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Evaluate the extent to which the online curriculum/courses
consistently meet state academic standards. Determine if there is effective integration of outsourced
curriculum into the program.
Additional Online Instruction Prompts:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students regularly access online resources for current
events, research, and career exploration. Students
wishing to take an additional course online submit a
request to the administration to enroll in a District
approved, accredited online educational institution. If
approved, the student must submit a transcript upon
completion of the course.

 Online Course Requests
 Online Committee

Two RDM teachers serve on the District’s Online
Committee to evaluate the integration of online programs
into the District’s programs and curriculum.
Congruence
Indicator: There is congruence between the actual concepts and skills taught, the academic standards,

the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Evaluate the extent to which there is congruence between the actual concepts and skills
taught, the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students complete assignments outlined in Academic
Course Syllabi (contracts) which are based on CCSS
academic standards, college and career readiness
standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Students may take additional courses at a traditional high
school, community college, online or at SoCal ROC.
The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the
student’s first day, the student meets with the
counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus.
This ensures that all courses needed have been
reviewed and are planned for. A full time counselor
continually monitors
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student progress and encourages students’ interests
and exploration of their college and/or future career
plans.
Through the individualized program developed specifically
to meet each student’s individual needs, students are able
to expedite their learning to graduate early and/or make
up credits to graduate on time. The school utilizes a no fail
policy which requires a student to continue with a course
until the student has demonstrated mastery and earned a
passing grade.
Staff and stakeholders monitor each student as they
progress through their specific program to ensure that the
schoolwide learner outcomes have been successfully met.
Intervention and RtI is provided for those students who
need additional support.

Student Work — Engagement in Learning

The school’s examination of representative samples of student work and snapshots of
student engagement in learning demonstrates the implementation of a standards-based curriculum
and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Indicator:

Evaluate to what extent the examination of representative samples of student work and
snapshots of student engagement in learning demonstrate the implementation of a standards-based
curriculum and the addressing of the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

With the recent adaptation to Common Core State
Standards, Rancho del Mar teachers have updated their
Academic Course Syllabi to reflect the new standards,
based on schoolwide learner outcomes. Assignments are
created based on CCSS and 21st Century learning
methods. Teachers and students maintain portfolios of
ongoing work and projects. Students create resumes in
Work Experience, Survival of Singles and on Naviance.
Teachers identify needed modifications for students and
tailor learning to best support that individual student.
Teachers use varied techniques and differentiated
instruction to accommodate students with different
learning styles. Student collaboration takes place in
classrooms.
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Integration Among Disciplines

There is integration among academic and career technical disciplines at the school and
where applicable, integration of outsourced curriculum into the program so that curricular integrity,
reliability, and security are maintained.
Indicator:

Evaluate to what extent is there integration among disciplines and where applicable,
integration of outsourced curriculum into the program so that curricular integrity, reliability, and
security are maintained.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

To ensure course collaboration and discipline integration,
all teachers have a “White Binder” which contains the
Academic Course Syllabus for every course offered at
Rancho del Mar. In addition to courses offered at Rancho
del Mar, students who want to take a course not offered at
Rancho del Mar, i.e. world language, are able to take
those courses off-site at the traditional high schools, local
community college or through a District approved,
accredited online program. Students are also
encouraged to take job training courses at SoCal ROC.
Rancho del Mar High School provides students with a
relevant and coherent curriculum that meets the
academic, vocational and emotional needs of its
students.
Teachers often integrate resources outside of the textbook
to supplement their lessons, including but not limited to
primary documents and virtual labs. The security of
resources is maintained throughout the school. Tests
and quizzes do not leave campus. Outsourced
documents are vetted by the teacher credentialed in
that particular curricular area, and weighted for need,
reliability, accuracy and integrity.

65

 Academic
Course Syllabus
–White Binder
 High School
Course Offerings
 Textbooks
and
Supplemental
Materials
 Community College
Course Offerings
 Online Programs
 SoCal ROC
 Test Security Policy

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report
Curricular Development, Evaluation, and Revisions
Indicator: The school assesses its curriculum review and evaluation processes for each program area,

including graduation requirements, credits, and homework and grading policies, to ensure student
needs are met through a challenging, coherent, and relevant curriculum. This assessment includes the
degree to which there is involvement of key stakeholders (governing board members, teachers,
parents, and students).
Comment on the effectiveness of the school’s curriculum review, evaluation, and review
processes to ensure student needs are being met through the curriculum; include the extent to which
there is involvement of key stakeholders.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The graduation requirements at all three high schools in
the PVPUSD, including Rancho del Mar, are set by
the Board of Education. The curriculum is rigorous,
relevant, and coherent, and based on CCSS. All
courses are approved by the Board of Education. The
Rancho del Mar counselor is a member of Curriculum
and Guidance Committee which annually reviews the
High School Course Description Handbook, and makes
modifications as needed.
The textbooks used at Rancho del Mar are the same as
used at the traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar
teachers serve on Textbook Adoption and Pilot Program
Committees. Proposed textbooks are presented for review
by all stakeholders, and submitted to the Board of
Education for approval.
The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the
student’s first day, the student meets with the
counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus.
This ensures that all courses needed have been
reviewed and properly planned. A full time counselor
continually monitors student progress and encourages
students’ interests and exploration of their college
and/or future career plans.
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The Rancho del Mar instructional format offers teachers
flexibility to adapt the Academic Course Syllabi to address
different learning modalities and /or identified
accommodations. The Academic Course Syllabi are
disseminated to each student upon enrollment in the
course, and also posted on the school website for parents,
as well as students, to peruse at home. Students have
home use textbooks, and are expected to follow the
assignments in the Academic Course Syllabus both at
school and at home. The Academic Course Syllabi are
reevaluated and updated yearly.
There is a no fail policy at the school. Students at Rancho
del Mar earn a final grade of “A”, “B”, or “C” upon course
completion. The grades are listed on the Academic
Course Syllabi so that the students are immediately aware
of the course expectations and requirements. This
grading policy motivates students to learn with selfconfidence and assurance. Grades are reported to
parents through Aeries, course completion grade
postcards, updated transcripts, progress reports and
credit checks.
Policies — Rigorous, Relevant, Coherent Curriculum

The school assesses the curriculum and its rigor, relevancy, and coherency after
examination of policies regarding course completion, credits, grading policies, homework, etc.
Indicator:

Prompt: Determine the extent to which key stakeholders are involved in the selection and evaluation

of the curriculum to ensure it matches the school’s mission and schoolwide learner outcomes.
Particularly evaluate the strategies used to solicit teacher input into the design of the curriculum
and the use of technology within the curriculum.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The graduation requirements at all three high schools in
the PVPUSD, including Rancho del Mar, are set by
the Board of Education. The curriculum is rigorous,
relevant, and coherent, and based on CCSS. All
courses are approved by the Board of Education.
Proposed new courses are developed by teachers
credentialed in that curricular area, presented for review
by key stakeholders and submitted to the Board of
Education for approval.
The Rancho del Mar counselor is a member of Curriculum
and Guidance Committee which annually reviews the High
School Course Description Handbook, and makes
modifications as needed.
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Active Classroom

The textbooks used at Rancho del Mar are the same as
used at the traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar
teachers serve on Textbook Adoption and Pilot Program
Committees. Proposed textbooks are presented for review
by all stakeholders, and submitted to the Board of
Education for approval.
The Rancho del Mar staff regularly discusses and
evaluates the curriculum to insure its match to the school
mission and schoolwide learner outcomes. Staff
collaborates on how best to support students in their
learning outcome. Stakeholders continually assess the
students’ progress through courses required for
graduation. Social Science teachers are piloting Active
Classroom as a way to integrate further technology use
into the curriculum.

Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Determine the school’s effectiveness in the use of outsourced

curriculum to maintain curricular integrity, reliability, and security.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students wishing to take an additional course online
submit a request to the administration to enroll in a
District approved, accredited online program. If
permitted, the student must submit a transcript upon
completion of the course. Students also use online
resources for current events, research and career
exploration.

 Online Course Request
Form

To increase awareness and knowledge of online security,
the staff attended a collaborative professional
development workshop, with the staff of Palos Verdes
High School, led by Josh Ochs, on online and social
media safety, “Safe, Smart, Social”.

 Supplemental
Resources, (primary
documents and cross
curricular assignments)

 Online Accredited
Institutions
 Student Portfolios and
Projects

 “Safe, Smart, Social”
Josh Ochs Social
Media Workshop
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Articulation and Follow-up Studies
Indicator: The school articulates regularly with feeder schools and local colleges and universities and

technical schools. The school uses follow-up studies of graduates and others to learn about the
effectiveness of the curricular program.
Prompt: Share examples of articulation with feeder schools and local colleges and universities and

technical schools, including comments on the regularity and effectiveness of these effects. What has
been revealed through the follow-up studies of graduates and others regarding the effectiveness of
the curricular program?
Findings

Supporting Evidence

There is a very strong collaborative element among the
entire high school staff in the District. Professional
development activities involve the collaboration of all high
school staff assigned to Rancho del Mar and the two
traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar teachers serve
on a variety of committees along with staff from other
schools in the District. The Rancho del Mar
counselor serves on the Curriculum and Guidance
Committee along with counselors from the other District
high schools. The Rancho del Mar principal regularly
meets with principals from other District schools.
All three high schools use Naviance, an inter-active
software program, offering students the opportunity to
explore career possibilities and to match their interests
with college requirements and/or various career
opportunities. Naviance provides a wealth of resources
and information as well as vocational assessments to
ascertain interests and aptitudes related to post high
school options.
The Rancho del Mar counselor regularly interacts with the
College Career Center (CCC) counselors at the two
traditional high schools. The CCC counselors offer various
workshops for high school students and parents, including
those attending Rancho del Mar. The workshops are
listed in the Student/Parent Handbook and calendared
on the school website. Workshop details are printed in
the Weekly Bulletin, reminder fliers are posted and
eblasts are sent out.
The counselor maintains an up-to-date College and
Career Center at Rancho del Mar. Students have access
to brochures, college applications and requirements,
deadline information, and testing schedules for SAT and
ACT. Information on financing college and career
plans,
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and scholarships, is also available. The counselor
takes students on tours of local community and four
year colleges. The SoCal ROC liaison is on the campus
every Tuesday to discuss career planning and course
offerings with students.
Students enroll in Rancho del Mar, or transfer to a
traditional high school, through a referral process from
their counselor. There is active communication between
the staff of both schools.
Former graduates share examples of their post –
secondary career education on a regular basis, often
stopping by Rancho del Mar to give an update. The
counselor emails each graduate a post-graduation
survey so that they may provide information on their
progress after graduation.
The staff is committed to the critical attention paid to
post-secondary education, since ninety percent of each
graduating class enrolls in some formal educational
program following graduation.
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B2. Access to Curriculum Criterion
All students have equal access to the school’s entire program and are provided77 assistance with a
personal learning plan to prepare them for the pursuit of their academic, personal, and career goals.
Indicators with Prompts
Variety of Programs — Full Range of Choices

All students are able to make appropriate choices and pursue a full range of realistic
college and career and/or other educational options. The school provides for career exploration,
preparation for postsecondary education, and pre-technical training for all students.
Indicator:

How effective are the processes to allow all students to make appropriate choices and
pursue a full range of realistic college and career and/or other educational options? Discuss how
the school ensures effective opportunities for career exploration, preparation for postsecondary
education, and pre-technical training for all students.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school has a partnership with the Southern California
Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC), which provides
technical and career training for students at no cost,
including transportation. The Center provides students
with a wide variety of course choices and scheduling
options. The SoCal ROC liaison is on the campus every
Tuesday to discuss career planning and course offerings
with students. Students may also take courses at the
traditional high schools, at community college or online.
The Rancho del Mar counselor is full-time, maintains the
College Career Center and ensures that all students are
activated on Naviance, an online program, which offers
students the opportunity to explore career possibilities, to
match their interests with college requirements and/or
various career opportunities and to apply for
scholarships. Rancho del Mar students and parents are
welcome at the College Career Centers at the traditional
high schools to gain additional college or career
information and to attend workshops.
The counselor escorts students on tours of local two and
four year colleges to familiarize students with the college
experience. Test date schedules for SAT and ACT, along
with test resources, are listed in the Student/Parent
Handbook.
The military offers students the opportunity to take the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, which is a
multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities
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and, helps predict future academic and occupational
interests.
Senior students may participate in Project EGO (Exploring
Growth Opportunities), sponsored by the Palos Verdes
Sunset Rotary Club, which offers bi-monthly sessions on
post-secondary guidance, a team building course and
scholarships.
Accessibility of All Students to Curriculum
Indicator: A rigorous, relevant, and coherent

curriculum to all students is accessible to all students
through all courses/programs offered. The school examines the demographics and situation of
students throughout the class offerings. The school’s instructional practices and other activities
facilitate access and success for all students.
Evaluate students’ access to a rigorous, relevant, and coherent curriculum across all
programs. To what extent do the instructional practices of teachers and other activities facilitate
access and success for all students?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

All students have access to the regular curriculum detailed
in each Academic Course Syllabus. All the assignments
are fair, equitable, and differentiated as dictated by
student need and ability. IEPs provide additional student
support as specified in the student’s plan for Free and
Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).

 Student Course
Schedules

Intervention staff and the RtI program are offered to
support students who do not make adequate progress.
Teachers also provide a Tutorial Clinic, with individual
and/or small group instruction, as needed to ensure
student success.

 Intervention Staff

Textbooks, are approved by the Board of Education, and
issued to all students in accordance with the Williams Act.
Each student is offered a set of textbooks for home use,
and classroom sets are available in each classroom.

 Academic Course
Syllabus
 IEPs

 RtI Program
 Textbook Distribution
 Williams Act Compliance
Statement

Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the procedures to ensure that students have access to

courses that meet the UC “a-g” requirements, including lab courses.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation.
All courses are approved by the Board of Education, and
listed in the Student/Parent Handbook. Most courses are
UC approved. Science courses include online virtual labs.
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Students have access to all course offerings.
Students wishing to take an additional course off campus
submit a request to the counselor. Students wishing to
take an online course submit a request to the
administration to enroll in a District approved,
accredited online educational institution. If approved, the
student must submit a transcript upon completion of the
course.
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Student-Parent-Staff Collaboration
Indicator: Parents, students, and staff collaborate in developing and monitoring a student’s personal

learning plan, and their college and career and/or other educational goals. (This includes the
evaluation of whether online instruction matches the student’s learning style.)
Evaluate to what extent parents, students, and staff collaborate in developing and
monitoring a student’s personal learning plan, and their college and career and/or other
educational goals.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the
student’s first day, the student meets with the
counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus.
This ensures that all courses needed have been
reviewed and properly planned. A full time counselor
continually monitors student progress and encourages
students’ interests and exploration of their college
and/or future career plans.
The counselor collaborates with teachers to continually
monitor student progress. The counselor meets with
each student upon course completion to collaboratively
select the next appropriate course in the student’s
progress towards graduation.
Parents, students and staff also collaborate in IEP, SST
and 504 meetings. Informal and formal parent/student
conferences are held, as needed. Grade reports are
disseminated each quarter, and as needed. Teachers
contact parents on a regular basis to communicate
student progress.
The Academic Course Syllabi are posted online and
accessible to parents as well as students. Parents and
students are able to monitor course assignment progress
through Gradebook on Aeries.net. At Back-to-School
Night, the academic program is explained and parents
are given a demonstration lesson on monitoring their
child’s progress on Aeries.
Teachers continually collaborate to optimize student
success. To support student success, assignments and
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instruction are differentiated as dictated by individual
student need and ability.

Monitoring/Changing Student Plans

The school implements processes for monitoring and making appropriate changes in
students’ personal learning plans (e.g., classes and programs) and regularly evaluates them.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness of the ways the school ensures that processes are utilized for
monitoring and making appropriate changes in students' personal learning plans (e.g., classes and
programs).
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the
student’s first day, t h e s t u d e n t meets with the
counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus.
This ensures that all courses needed have been
reviewed and properly planned. A full time counselor
continually monitors student progress and encourages
students’ interests and exploration of their college
and/or future career plans.
The counselor collaborates with teachers to monitor
student progress. The counselor meets with each
student upon course completion to collaboratively select
the next appropriate course in the student’s progress
towards graduation.
Rancho del Mar uses a universal design for learning
to optimizes instruction. This eliminates barriers to
students and makes curriculum accessible to all
students.
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Multiple methods are employed to acquire information,
as alternatives for demonstrating what students have
learned. Strategies to engage diverse learners, and
help motivate them, are shared among teachers and
u s e d in classrooms.
Due to the individualized nature of Rancho del Mar, the
school is able to provide a comprehensive range of
supplemental instructional strategies. Interventions are
evidence- based at various levels of mastery to optimize
student learning.
Positive behavior supports are in place to assist all
students to achieve both social and academic success.
This approach provides a framework that identifies critical
elements that can be achieved through multiple strategies.
Post High School Transitions
Indicator: The school implements strategies and programs to facilitate transitions to college, career,

and other postsecondary high school options and regularly evaluates their effectiveness.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the strategies and programs to facilitate transitions to college,

career, and other postsecondary high school options.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school has a partnership with the Southern California
Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC), which provides
technical and career training for students at no cost,
including transportation. The Center provides students
with a wide variety of course choices and scheduling
options. The SoCal ROC liaison is on the campus every
Tuesday to discuss career planning and course offerings
with students. Students may also take courses at the
traditional high schools, at community college or online.
The Rancho del Mar counselor is full-time and maintains
the College Career Center, and ensures that all students
are activated on Naviance, an online program, which
offers students the opportunity to explore career
possibilities, to match their interests with college
requirements and/or various career opportunities and to
apply for scholarships. Rancho del Mar students and
parents are welcome at the College Career Centers at
the traditional high schools to gain additional college or
career information and to attend workshops.

76

 SoCal ROC
 Off Campus Course
Request Forms
 Full Time Counselor
 College Career Center
 Naviance
 Workshops
 College Tours
 PSAT/SAT/ACT tests
 ASVAB Worksheets
 Project EGO

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

The counselor escorts students on tours of local two and
four year colleges to familiarize students with the college
experience. Test date schedules for SAT and ACT, along
with test resources, are listed in the Student/Parent
Handbook.
The military offers students the opportunity to take the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery, which is a
multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities
and helps predict future academic and occupational
interests
Rancho del Mar has a plethora of scholarships available
for students from local businesses and organizations.
Several scholarships are geared specifically for the
alternative school student. Senior students may participate
in Project EGO (Exploring Growth Opportunities),
sponsored by the Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club,
which offers b i - monthly sessions on post-secondary
guidance, a team building course and scholarships.
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B3. Preparation for Career and College Criterion
Upon completion of the high school program, students have met all the requirements of graduation
and are prepared with success in college, career, and life.
Indicators with Prompts
Real World Applications — Curriculum

All students have access to rigorous and relevant curriculum that includes real world
applications that will prepare students for success in college, career, and life.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate ways the school ensures

that all students have access to a rigorous and relevant
curriculum that includes real world applications that will prepare them for success in college,
career, and life.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Many assignments are technology based and encourage
21st Century learning including real world applications.
Rancho del Mar High School seniors must complete a
Senior Project Research essay, which allows students to
do a comprehensive research essay on a topic of their
choice that prepares them for future college level essays.
Students enrolled in Social Science and Science courses
complete current event assignments and essays based on
current issues and topics.
Students utilize Naviance to prepare letters of introduction,
resumes, college entrance essays, etc. Students and
parents are informed about college and post-secondary
workshops which are listed in the Weekly Bulletin,
calendared on the school website, posted in the
classroom and eblasted to families.
SoCal ROC offers students the opportunity to take
additional courses in career technical subjects.
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Meeting Graduation Requirements

The school implements academic, college- and career-readiness support programs to
ensure students are meeting all requirements, including the CAHSEE.
Indicator:

Comment on the effectiveness of the academic, college- and career-readiness support
programs to ensure students are meeting all requirements, including the CAHSEE.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the
student’s first day, the student meets with the
counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus.
This ensures that all courses needed have been
reviewed and are properly planned. A full time counselor
continually monitors student progress and encourages
students’ interests and exploration of their college
and/or future career plans.
The CAHSEE requirement has been eliminated with the
Class of 2015 and retroactive to 2003-2004, although
struggling students are provided with intervention
support and/or an RtI program.
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ACS WASC Category B. Standards-based Student Learning:
Curriculum
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category B are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

All students at Rancho del Mar participate in a rigorous, relevant, and coherent standardsbased curriculum that supports the achievement of the academic standards, the college- and
career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes. The Academic Course
Syllabi, based on Common Core State Standards, are updated annually. The teachers infuse
and focus on a 21st Century learning approach in which individual support is key to the
school’s curriculum. Curriculum and expectations are maintained that are in alignment with
those of the District and the traditional high schools.

Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category B.
Category B: Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum: Areas of Strength

Instructional 21st Century learning strategies are reflective of best practices for
the population of Rancho del Mar High School.
Adjustments to any curriculum are based on
data.
Informative and summative assessments are done with the individual student’s
education plan in mind.
Administration and staff are flexible and responsive to parental and student
concerns.
The instructional format offers flexibility to enable teachers to tailor a contract that
addresses different learning modalities and identified accommodations.
The curriculum has been expanded, revised and updated to meet Common Core
State Standards and District standards. Courses match the course descriptions of
both traditional high schools. The combination of these facilitates student transfers
and aligns the curriculum between all three high schools in the District.
Category B: Standards-based Student Learning: Curriculum: Areas of Growth

As additional courses are added, or existing courses modified, ensure that the
Academic Course Syllabi continue to be aligned with CCSS and 21st Century
Learning.
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Category C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction
Analysis must show distinctions that appear across the range of students (grade level, diverse
background, and abilities) and the variety of programs offered at the school.
Examples include:
 Online instruction approaches (school site or off site, integrated within other programs
and/or offered separately)
 Focused programs such as IB Diploma Program, college- and career-readiness programs,
school/college partnerships, AVID, and independent study programs.

Note: In some areas additional prompts have been inserted to emphasize the analysis related to
online instruction.

C1. Challenging and Relevant Learning Experiences Criterion
To achieve the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes, all students are involved in challenging and relevant learning experiences.
Indicators with Prompts

Results of Student Observations and Examining Work
Indicator: The school’s observations of students working and the examining of student work provide

information on the degree to which all students are engaged in challenging and relevant learning to
assist them in achieving the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes. The school, particularly, has evaluated the degree of involvement in
the learning of students with diverse backgrounds and abilities and modified approaches based on
findings.
Comment on the degree to which all students are involved in challenging learning to
achieve the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes. Include how observing students working and examining student work have
informed this understanding.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Academic Course Syllabi have been updated to reflect
Common Core State Standards and relevant and rigorous
curriculum. Each student is issued the Academic Course
Syllabus upon enrollment in said course. All Academic
Course Syllabi are posted on the school website. The
counselor collaborates with teachers and assists students
to select courses according to their academic needs,
interests and post-secondary goals. Accommodations
for students with IEPs and 504s are implemented per their
individual plans.
Teachers review student work samples, essays, reports,
projects, tests, journals and portfolios to ascertain
observable student documentation. These observations
are used to adjust teaching strategies based on individual
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student need. Grading of assignments is both qualitative
and quantitative. Aeries Gradebook has been
implemented allowing students a technologically based
method of monitoring their own assignment completion
progress.

 Global Pacing Charts
(mathematics; art)
 Aeries

Teachers, counselor and principal collaborate and monitor
students to assist the student as a whole. Rancho del Mar
encourages parents to utilize Aeries to monitor their child’s
progress and to collaborate with the teachers.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of timelines and pacing guides for

completing coursework for asynchronous online instruction.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Not Applicable

Student Understanding of Learning Expectations
Indicator: The students

know the standards/expected performance levels for each area of study.

Examine and evaluate the extent to which students know the standards/expected
performance levels before beginning a new area of study; an example of online instruction is the use
of pacing guides.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook.
On the student’s first day, t h e s t u d e n t meets with
the counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary options and take a tour of the campus. This
ensures that all courses needed have been reviewed and
are properly planned. The counselor collaborates with
teachers to continually monitor student progress,
meeting with students on a regular basis.
The Academic Course Syllabi thoroughly state the
expectations for the students through listed assignments
and grading expectations and pacing, and detail all
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assignments required for course completion.
There is a no fail policy. Students continue working on
course assignments until the course completion grade is a
“C” or higher.
Aeries provides students the ability to monitor their own
progress and grade. Aeries also provides a collaborative
format for parents and teachers to access student
progress and allow for interventions when necessary.
Parents may request a weekly update email to inform
them of student progress.

Differentiation of Instruction

The school’s instructional staff members differentiate instruction, including integrating
multimedia and technology, and evaluate its impact on student learning.
Indicator:

Prompt: How effectively do instructional staff members differentiate instruction, such as integrating

multimedia and technology? Evaluate the impact of this on student learning.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers review transcripts, current grades academic
progress and the data collected through CAASPP and
Aeries to prescribe curriculum for individual student
success. Accommodations for students with IEPs and
504s are implemented per their individual plans.

 Transcripts and
Assessment Data

The teachers use one-on-one instruction to ensure
student understanding and progress, and modality
testing to support student success.

 RtI Learning Program

Teachers have equitable access to classroom computers
and chrome books that can be used in individual classes.
Teachers have added 21st Century learning styles and
technology based assignments. Teachers use RtI to
increase reading level fluency in identified students.
Technology based assignments assist students to
prepare for the CAASPP which is an online
standardized
test,
and
for
post-secondary
technological requirements in colleges and the work
place.

83

 IEPs and 504s
 One-on-One instruction

 21st Century Learning
and Technology Based
Assignments
 CAASPP Online
Assessment
 Chromebooks
 Student Work and
Portfolios

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

C2. Student Engagement Criterion
All teachers use a variety of strategies and resources, including technology and experiences beyond
the textbook and the classroom that actively engage students, emphasize higher order thinking skills,
and help them succeed at high levels.
Indicators with Prompts
Current Knowledge
Indicator: Teachers

are current in the instructional content taught and research-based instructional
methodology, including the integrated use of multimedia and technology.
Evaluate the extent to which teachers effectively use a variety of strategies including
multimedia and other technology in the delivery of the curriculum.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers attend professional development workshops
(District-based; site-based; secondary level-based)
several times a year to collaborate with peers from the
traditional high schools and to familiarize themselves
with new content and research methodology.
Teachers have attended specific content area training
at District CIA meetings, and participate on a variety of
District committees related to curriculum and instruction.

 Professional
Development
Workshops

Staff also participates in CCEA meetings and the CCEA
state conference, collaborating with staff from other
alternative schools.

 21st Century
lesson plans

Teachers use 21st Century lesson plans and
differentiated instruction, utilizing a variety of instructional
strategies and techniques, including SDAIE, CLAD,
technology and other multimedia strategies to
encourage students to actively engage in their own
learning. Teachers use one-on-one instruction and
cooperative learning strategies to ensure success.
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Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate how teacher technology competencies are assessed

during online instruction.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

 Online Course Request
Form

Students wishing to take an additional course online
submit a request to the administration to enroll in a District
approved, accredited online educational program. If
approved, the student must submit a transcript upon
completion of the course.

 Independent Study
Contract

Students can monitor their own progress through Aeries.
Students who are on independent study or ill are
encouraged to communicate with teachers via email to
ensure continual progress when not physically at the
school site.

 Email
 Aeries

Teachers as Coaches
Indicator: Teachers

work as coaches to facilitate learning for all students.

Prompt: Evaluate and comment on the extent to which teachers work as coaches to facilitate learning

for all students. Provide examples.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers ensure classrooms are appropriate for learning
for all students and use collaborative learning to create
learning opportunities for all students. Students that are
not progressing in a timely manner, according to the
benchmark for the course, are assigned tutorial clinic
for additional time and support. Students receive one-onone instruction to support success in learning, if needed.
Ongoing collaboration takes place between general
education and special education staff to promote
continuous improvement for all students, at all levels, to
ensure student success.
Teachers use Aeries, an integrated informational data
system, to identify individual student strengths and
weaknesses, to document student progress and to make
appropriate instructional decisions.
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Examination of Student Work
Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate: a) structured learning so that students

organize, access, and apply knowledge they already have acquired; b) that students have the tools to
gather and create knowledge and have opportunities to use these tools to research, inquire, gather,
discover, and invent knowledge on their own and communicate this.
Evaluate and comment on the ways in which student work demonstrates a) structured
learning so that students organize, access, and apply knowledge they already have acquired; b) that
students have the tools to gather and create knowledge and have opportunities to use these tools to
research, inquire, gather, discover, and invent knowledge on their own and communicate this.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students complete portfolios of work that document their
summative and formative learning. Projects are assigned
so that students demonstrate their ability to think, reason,
and problem solve in individual situations and groups.
Students use technology to assist them in achieving
academic standards. The Social Science department
utilizes Active Classroom (an online database of primary
documents, geography, multimedia, and other sources) to
supplement instruction, add additional content, and
provide students with real world lessons and knowledge.
The math curriculum introduces content in a structured
format so that students use prior knowledge to access
new content.
Students receive one-on-one instruction, if needed, to
support
their
learning
success.
Differentiated
instruction, multimedia and traditional formats are
incorporated into multiple intelligence based instruction
and multi-modality instruction to engage students in
learning.
The CAASPP is an online assessment administered to
Grade 11 students in the Spring. All students regularly
take cumulative and non-cumulative assessments to
demonstrate curricular mastery.
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Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate and comment on the effectiveness of reviewing student

work online and online communications to determine the degree to which students are analyzing,
comprehending, and conducting effective research.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students use online resources in a variety of curricular
areas to complete required assignments. As examples:
Students enrolled in Social Science courses use the
internet to access primary sources and current events;
Students enrolled in English courses use the internet for
essays and research; Work Experience students utilize
technology to complete resumes and job applications; Art
students use technology to compare and contrast art
styles and to research contemporary art history.
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Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate that students are able to think, reason,

and problem solve in group and individual activities, project, discussions and debates, and inquiries
related to investigation.
Prompt: Evaluate and comment on how well the representative samples of student work demonstrate

that students are able to think, reason, and problem solve in group and individual activities, projects,
discussions and debates, and inquiries related to investigation.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students work collaboratively on multiple assignments on
a regular basis. Students use databases and online
journals to assess new content and aid in their
investigations of subjects. Teachers facilitate classroom
discussions related to subject based topics, reflecting
the students’ ability to communicate, think critically,
demonstrate creativity and collaborate in groups.

 Collaborative and
Research Assignments
 Project Based Lesson
Plans
 Student Work and
Portfolios
 Observation of
Classroom Discussions

Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate that students use technology to assist

them in achieving the academic standards and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Evaluate the extent to which representative samples of student work demonstrate that
students use technology to assist them in achieving the academic standards and the schoolwide
learner outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers have incorporated 21st Century learning
styles and technology in assignments. The Social
Science department utilizes Active Classroom to
supplement instruction, add additional content and
provide students with real world lessons and
knowledge. Seniors must complete a research project
for their final English course to demonstrate their ability
to research, organize, create and express themselves in
topics of their choice.

 Technology based
lesson plans
 Multimedia Assignments
 Research Projects
 Online Journal Access
 Naviance

Students utilize the Naviance program to prepare letters of
introduction, resumes and college entrance essays.
Indicator: Representative samples of student work demonstrate student use of materials and resources
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beyond the textbook, such as use and availability of library/multimedia resources and services;
availability of and opportunities to access data-based, original source documents and computer
information networks; and experiences, activities and resources which link students to the real world.
Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which representative samples of student work demonstrate student use

of materials and resources beyond the textbook; availability of and opportunities to access databased, original source documents and computer information networks; and experiences, activities
and resources which link students to the real world.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students use primary source and secondary documents to
supplement learning from the assigned textbook. The
History department is exploring Active Classroom to
supplement instruction, add additional content, and
provide students with real world lessons and knowledge.
Students use online journals and information networks to
research essays, projects and current events.

 Primary & Secondary
Documents

The Palos Verdes Library District is available for topic
research, computer usage and after school tutoring.

 Active Classroom

Work Experience extensively utilizes computer information
networks.
Naviance is an online program available to all high school
students to research post-secondary options, including
colleges and jobs. Students take interest surveys, develop
resumes and build portfolios.

Real World Experiences
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Indicator: All students have access to career awareness, exploration and preparation that may include

such activities such as job shadowing, internships, apprenticeship programs, regional occupational
programs, on-the-job training programs, community projects and other real world experiences and
applications.
Prompt: Evaluate the

degree to which the opportunities for access and involvement in a variety of
real world experiences are available and effective.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Naviance, Work Experience, Project EGO and SoCal
ROC programs provide students with access to career
awareness, exploration and preparation. SoCal ROC
also offers on-the-job training.
The high school College Career Centers provide
information on post-secondary options.
Students are encouraged to participate in community
service projects to enhance their awareness and
encourage their participation in the greater community.

 Naviance
 Work Experience
 Project EGO
 SoCal ROC
 College Career Center
 Community Service
Opportunities

Evaluate the effectiveness of opportunities within online
instruction for real world experiences and applications for the students.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students may take online courses, not available at
Rancho del Mar, for additional credit through
District approved accredited online educational
programs. Students also use online resources for
current events, research and career exploration.

 Online Course Request
Form
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ACS WASC Category C. Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category C are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Rancho del Mar High School provides a working and challenging environment
and engages all students in relevant learning, with a rigorous curriculum, that
includes integrated multi-media and technology. Rancho del Mar has an
evaluated curriculum that incorporates Common Core State Standards with
college and career readiness to prepare students for adult life. Teachers work
as coaches to examine student progress to ensure schoolwide learning
outcomes. Teachers have added 21 st Century learning styles through
technology based assignments. Teachers are involved in teaching students with
diverse backgrounds and accommodate students with diverse learning styles.
Teachers utilize collaboration and one-on-one instruction to optimize student
learning outcomes for all students.

Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category C.
Category C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction: Areas of Strength

Student opportunities for learning are extensive and differentiated.
Initiatives, supports and decisions are data driven, up-to-date, accurate and inclusive
of collaboration between the major stakeholders.

Category C: Standards-based Student Learning: Instruction: Areas of Growth

Rancho del Mar has added field days to incorporate physical activities. A goal is
to purchase a variety of new physical education equipment so that students can
use the equipment at Break and on Field Days and, to encourage active
participation and social interaction in field day activities.
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Category D: Standards-based Student Learning:
Accountability

Assessment and

Analysis must show distinctions that appear across the range of students (grade level, diverse
background, and abilities) and the variety of programs offered at the school.
Examples include:
 Online instruction approaches (school site or off site, integrated within other programs
and/or offered separately)
 Focused programs such as IB Diploma Program, college- and career-readiness programs,
school/college partnerships, AVID, and independent study programs.

Note: In some areas additional prompts have been inserted to emphasize the analysis related to
online instruction.

D1. Using Assessment to Analyze Monitoring and Report Student
Progress Criterion
The school staff uses a professionally acceptable assessment process to collect, disaggregate,
analyze, and report student performance data to the school staff, students, parents, and other
stakeholders.
Indicators with Prompts
Professionally Acceptable Assessment Process
Indicator: The school staff uses effective assessment processes to collect, disaggregate, analyze, and

report student performance data to all stakeholders.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness

of the assessment processes.

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The CST was last administered in 2012-2013. In 2013-  CAASPP (California
2014, Rancho del Mar participated in the PVPUSD
Assessment of Student
CAASPP (California Assessment of Student Performance
Performance and
and Progress) pilot, although there were no reportable
Progress)
results. The CAASPP was administered in 2014-2015.
Results were disseminated.
 Teacher Assessments
Most of the students that enroll at Rancho del Mar are
credit and/or course
deficient
and
have
not
demonstrated academic success. Teachers and staff
analyze student transcripts and grades to determine
proper placement and design a course of study for each
individual student. CAASPP results are disaggregated
and shared with faculty for additional assessment of
student academic strengths and weaknesses. CAASPP
reports are sent home for each student, along with an
explanation of results. Teachers also use teacher
generated and publisher generated assessments to
ascertain student mastery.
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On an ongoing basis, the staff at Rancho del Mar High
School collaborate in discussions related to student
progress and grades. Teachers review student work
portfolios to access their ongoing progress. When a
student completes a course, the transcript is
immediately updated and credit achievement grade
postcards are issued and sent home to parents. The
transcript guides the student’s course choices and allows
students to track their progress through high school.
Quarterly reports are sent home, or more often, as
needed.

 Quarterly Reports
 Credit Achievement
Grade Postcards
 Aeries

Students and parents track ongoing course assignment
completion, grades and progress towards graduation
through Aeries.
Curriculum planning for each student is based on each
student’s specific assessment and progress. All of these
methods together are based on the Common Core State
Standards and 21st Century learning.

Monitoring and Reporting Student Progress
Indicator: There are effective processes to keep district, board, parents, and the business and industry

community informed about student progress toward achieving the academic standards, the collegeand career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes.
Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the processes that inform appropriate stakeholders (governing

board members, teachers, students, parents, business/industry community) about student
achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Stakeholders are kept informed about student
achievement, academic standards, the college and
career- readiness standards, and the schoolwide
learner outcomes in a variety of ways. Back-to-School
Night is held annually to inform parents of student
progress and expectations. Parents receive a personal
phone call from a teacher inviting them to Back-toSchool Night. The Vision Statement and Schoolwide
Learner Outcomes are reviewed, along with school
programs, policies, the Action Plan and the budget.
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The Academic Course Syllabi are given to every student
and posted on the school website for parent and student
access.
CAASPP reports are sent home for each student, along
with an explanation of results, and available on the
CAASPP website. When a student completes a course,
the transcript is immediately updated and credit
achievement grade postcards are issued and sent home
to parents. Quarterly reports are sent home, or more
often, as needed. Students and parents track ongoing
course assignment completion, grades and progress
towards graduation through Aeries.
Teachers regularly communicate with parents as to their
child’s progress. News blasts, newsletters and other
communications are sent home to inform stakeholders of
important information. The Rancho del Mar student
representative to the Board of Education keeps
District staff and Board members updated on school
progress and efforts. The principal sends a weekly
report to the superintendent, which is then transmitted
to the Board of Education.

 Quarterly Reports
 Aeries
 Communiques and
Eblasts
 Board of Education
Agendas
 Open Door Policy
 CAASPP Website
 Student Member of
the Board of
Education

Parent/Community and Student Achievement
Indicator: The school ensures that the parents and school community understand student achievement

of the academic standards/schoolwide learner outcomes through the curricular/co-curricular program.
Prompt: Determine the adequacy and effectiveness of the school’s strategies to ensure that parents

and school community understand student achievement of the academic standards/schoolwide
learner outcomes through the curricular/co-curricular program.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook. The
Handbook also contains contact information for the staff
to facilitate communication.
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Back-to-School Night is held annually in order to
inform parents of student progress and expectations.
Parents receive a personal phone call from a teacher
inviting them to Back-to-School Night. The Vision
Statement and Schoolwide Learner Outcomes are
reviewed, along with school programs, policies, the
Action Plan and the budget.
The Academic Course Syllabi are given to every student
and posted on the school website for parent and student
access.
CAASPP reports are sent home for each student, along
with an explanation of results, and available on the
CAASPP website.
Rancho del Mar has a Parent/Community Involvement
Support Policy which states what the school’s primary
responsibilities are and what involvement should come
from the parents and community. Parents receive this
information in the Student/Parent Handbook. Parents are
welcome to participate as a member of the Principal’s
Advisory Committee and are encouraged to be engaged
as stakeholders in developing, reviewing, and supporting
implementation of the LCAP.
Aeries is a collaborative system that can be accessed by
parents, teachers and students. The parent portal
enables parents to view their child’s progress and
attendance. Students can also access Aeries for this
information. Teachers utilize Aeries to check a student’s
progress in all courses. Aeries also provides educators
with student data at the classroom level to guide
instruction and intervention needed for student success.
The District technology department and the software
company have worked individually with Rancho del
Mar to customize Aeries to accommodate the school’s
unique curriculum needs.
Teachers use 21st Century learning while planning to
aid with student success. Teachers encourage:
 effective use of technology,


thoughtful engagement,



life and career skills,



Learner attitude to motivate learning, through
creativity, critical thinking, communication, and
collaboration
using reading,
writing,
and
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Through rigorous assessment, each student is
regularly evaluated and the results are utilized in
additional planning. The school uses multiple tiers of
intervention as needed for each child.

Monitoring of Student Growth

The school has an effective system to monitor all students’ progress toward meeting the
academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Indicator:

Evaluate the system used to monitor the progress of all students toward meeting the
academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. The student and parent
receive a copy of the Rancho del Mar Handbook.
An Academic Course Syllabi, with the complete course
curriculum, is distributed to each student upon enrollment
in said course. All Academic Course Syllabi are posted on
the school website.
Teachers regularly monitor student progress, and email or
telephone parents with updates on their child’s progress.
Aerie is an online communication system that can be
accessed by parents, students and students. The Aeries
parent portal provides parents the ability to review their
child’s progress and attendance. Students can also
access Aeries for this information.
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Aeries provides educators with student data at the
classroom level to guide student instruction and
intervention, as needed. Teachers regularly collaborate to
discuss student progress and intervention. Quarterly
progress checks take place, and are additionally sent
home upon need or parent request. Credit achievement
grade postcards are sent home each time a student
completes a course.
Teachers and counselor use Naviance for college and
career readiness. Career Tech Ed and SoCal ROC
courses are available for student career readiness.
Students can monitor their progress through Aeries and
viewing the Credit Completion Star Chart posted in the
office. An incentive program is in place in which students
earn tickets for the Course Completion Credit Raffle.
Students are recognized as Student of the Month for
academic achievement and effort and for Perfect
Attendance.

 Progress Reports
 Credit Achievement
Grade Postcards
 Student Incentive
Program
 Credit Completion Star
Chart
 Senior Graduation
Progress Chart
 Student Recognition
Certificates
 Student Recognition
Letters

Basis for Determination of Performance Levels
Indicator: The school

staff has determined the basis upon which students’ grades and their growth
and performance levels are determined and uses that information to strengthen high achievement of
all students.
Prompt: Evaluate the impact and effectiveness of the basis for which students’ grades, their growth,

and performance levels are determined.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

All teachers collaborate on the CCSS and the Academic
Course Syllabi. Teachers use both qualitative and
quantitative grading, as outlined on the Academic Course
Syllabi along with formative and summative assessments
to assure that student’s succeed in accordance to the
student’s learning style.
Teachers use data to document continuous improvement
at all levels for program evaluation, to ensure the success
of all students. This model establishes collaboration
between general education and special education
throughout all curricular areas. Teachers use differentiated
instruction to vary instruction dependent on student levels
and abilities.
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Evaluate the effectiveness for determining if a student is
prepared to advance to the next unit, course, or grade level. Evaluate how course mastery is
determined and evaluate the “steps” or “gates” that are in place to prevent students from
proceeding to the next unit if mastery has not been demonstrated.
Evaluate the effectiveness of the procedures for grading student work whether it is done
electronically or individually by the teachers.
Evaluate how teachers ensure academic integrity and determine students are doing their own work
in the online environment. Comment on the degree to which the results for state-mandated
assessments and the high school exit exam are used in decisions about student achievement and
advancement and improving the instructional program.
Additional Online Instruction Prompts:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students may take online courses, not available at Rancho
del Mar, for additional credit. Students wishing to take an
online course submit a request to the administration to
enroll in a District approved, accredited online
educational program. If approved, the student must
submit a transcript upon completion of the course.

 Online Course Request
Form
 Cross – Curricular
Assessments

 Quantitative and
All assessments for courses taken at Rancho del Mar must Qualitative Assessments
be completed in the classroom to assure students have the
 District and School
knowledge from the other coursework to demonstrate
Plagiarism Policies
mastery. If not mastered, faculty reteaches until mastery is
demonstrated. Students do not progress to the next  CAASPP Policies
course without mastery.

Teachers vary instructional assessments and assignments,
and are diligent during online testing opportunities such as
CAASPP, to uphold academic integrity.
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D2. Using Assessment to Monitor
Classroom Criterion

and Modify Learning in the

Teachers employ a variety of appropriate formative and summative assessment strategies to
evaluate student learning. Students and teachers use these findings to modify the
learning/teaching practices to improve student learning.
Indicators w ith Prompts
Appropriate Assessment Strategies

Teachers use appropriate formative and summative strategies to measure student
progress toward acquiring a specific body of knowledge or skills such as essays, portfolios,
individual or group projects, tests, etc.
Indicator:

Evaluate the effectiveness and appropriateness of the assessment strategies selected
based on the programmatic goals and standards to determine student achievement. Evaluate the
selection of and the use of proctors, the security systems for test documents, and the means to
maintain the integrity of the assessments.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers use both qualitative and quantitative grading, as
outlined on the Academic Course Syllabi, in addition
to formative and summative assessments to assure that
a student succeeds according to the student’s learning
style. Parents can obtain the formative and summative
information via Aeries.

 Academic Course Syllabi

Teachers
use
data
to
document continuous
improvement at all levels for program evaluation via the
stakeholders. This model assures collaboration
between general education and special education
throughout all curricular areas. Differentiated instruction
implementation ensures varied instruction dependent on
student levels and abilities. Teachers regularly
facilitate classroom discussions on subject based topics,
encouraging student participation using problem
solving, reason, and their own thoughts.

 Culminating assignments

Students work collaboratively on multiple assignments
on a regular basis. Students use databases and online
journals to assess new content and aid in their
investigations of subjects, and complete portfolios of
work that access their summative and formative
learning. Students complete projects where they
demonstrate creative problem solving, communication, critical
thinking as well as collaboration.
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Students are guided in the effective use of technology to
assist them in achieving academic standards. The
history department is exploring Active Classroom (an
online database of primary documents, geography,
multimedia, and other sources) to supplement
knowledge. Students receive one-on-one instruction to
help their learning success.
Demonstration of Student Achievement

A range of examples of student work and other assessments demonstrate student
achievement of the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes, including those students with special needs.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate how student work and other assessments demonstrate student achievement of the

academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers use data to assure continuous improvement at
all levels for program evaluation via the stakeholders.
This model assures collaboration between general
education and special education throughout all
curricular areas.
The special education department provides information
to all teachers about accommodations in IEPs and the
counselor provides information on 504s. Teachers use
differentiated instruction to vary instruction dependent on
levels and abilities.
Students complete portfolios of work that access their
summative and formative learning. All contracts are
Common Core State Standard based. Teachers use 21st
Century learning while planning to aid with student
success. Teachers encourage:
 effective use of technology
 thoughtful engagement,
 life and career skills,
 learner attitude to motivate learning, through
creativity, critical thinking, communication, and
collaboration using reading, writing, and
mathematics in each subject content area.

 Student Portfolios
 IEPs and 504s
 Common Core Based
Lesson Plans
 Academic Course
Syllabi (CCSS based)

Additional Online Instruction Prompts: Evaluate the use of student work and other online assessments

(formative and summative) that demonstrate student achievement of academic standards and the
schoolwide learner outcomes.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Students utilize online research based systems to
access information for projects, assessments, and
10
0

primary sources.
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 Internet Access
 Online Journal Access
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Curriculum-Embedded Assessments

The school regularly examines standards-based curriculum-embedded assessments in
English language and math, including performance examination of students whose primary language
is not English, and uses that information to modify the teaching/learning process.
Indicator:

How effective are the standards-based curriculum-embedded assessments in English
language and math and all other curricular areas as students apply their knowledge?
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

In the PVPUSD, students who are identified as English
Language Learners enroll in an ELD class at one of the two
traditional high schools, if needed. All students, whose
enrolment indicates a language other than English, are
assessed via the CELDT.
Rancho del Mar employs a multi – tiered system that has
flexible approaches that can be customized and adjusted for
individual needs, so that all students become engaged and
successful learners. Regular collaboration t a k e s p l a c e
between general education and special education
throughout all curricular areas.
Teachers use differentiated instruction to vary instruction
dependent on levels and abilities. Identified students receive
additional support, to increase reading level fluency, through
the RtI program. An intervention staff works with students
who need additional support, including those who speak a
language other than English. Tutorial Clinic is also
provided for struggling students.
Aeries is used to report student progress and ascertain
student need for additional s u p p o r t o r tutorial via clinic.
Academic Course Syllabi have been updated to reflect
Common Core State Standards and relevant and rigorous
curriculum.
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Student Feedback
Indicator: Student feedback is an important part of monitoring student progress over time based on

the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner
outcomes. Interviews and dialogue with representative students inform the degree to which learning
experiences are relevant in preparing students for college, career, and life.
Using interviews and dialogue with students, evaluate the extent to which students
understand the expected level of performance based on the standards and the schoolwide learner
outcomes in relation to preparation for college, career, and life. Evaluate the effectiveness of the
student-teacher interaction and monitoring of student progress based on student feedback.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Each student has an Aeries account and is able to
access Academic Course Syllabi assignments as well as
monitor assignment and credit achievement progress.
Grade expectations are posted on the Academic
Course Syllabi, in addition to benchmark expectations
for each course. Students who need help with planning
make a calendar for their expectation of completed work
to help them remain on task.
Transcripts are updated and credit achievement grade
postcards sent home upon the completion of each
course. Students who are behind expectations are
assigned tutorial clinic or work with intervention staff for
one-on-one
instruction.
Parent/Student/Teacher
Conferences and SSTs are held as needed. Progress
Reports are sent home quarterly and upon request.
The counselor meets with each individual student upon
completion of a course to discuss next courses in
relation to post-secondary goals.
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Modification of the Learning/Teaching Process

Assessment data is collected, analyzed, and used as the basis to make decisions and
changes in the curricular and instructional approaches to ensure students are prepared for success in
college, career, and life.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate

the effectiveness of how assessment data is collected, analyzed, and used as the
basis to make decisions and changes in the curricular and instructional approaches.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Teachers use data to assure continuous improvement at all
levels for program evaluation via the stakeholders. This
model assures collaboration between general education
and special education throughout all curricular areas.

 Lesson Plans

A multi – tiered system, which has flexible approaches that
can be customized and adjusted for individual needs, is in
place to ensure that all students can become engaged
and successful learners.

 Credit Achievement Grade
Postcards

Teachers use both qualitative and quantitative grading, as
well as formative and summative assessments to ensure
that a student succeeds according to the student’s
individual learning style.
A Credit Completion “Star” Chart is posted in the office for
students to view their credit progress. The counselor does
credit checks with individual students upon completion of
each course and, as needed. Credit achievement grade
postcards are mailed home upon completion of each
course. The Academic Course Syllabi state benchmark
expectations for each course, a s w e l l a s grade
expectations.
The counselor meets with each individual student upon
completion of a course to discuss next courses in relation to
post-secondary goals. Students who need additional
support are assigned to a Tutorial Clinic and/or to work with
intervention staff.
Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences and SSTs are held as
needed, and agreed upon modifications implemented.
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D3. Using Assessment to Monitor and Modify the Program Schoolwide Criterion
The school, with the support of the district and community, has an assessment and monitoring
system to determine student progress toward achievement of the academic standards, the collegeand career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes. The system drives the school’s
program to continually improve and to allocate resources to effectively meet student needs.
Indicators with Prompts
Assessment and Monitoring Process

The following stakeholders are involved in the assessment and monitoring process of
student progress: district, board, staff, students, parents, and the business and industry community.
Indicator:

Evaluate the impact of stakeholder involvement in assessing and monitoring student
progress. Include district, board, staff, students, parents, and the business and industry community.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a preadmission Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del
Mar’s education strategies, program, rules and policies,
as well as student goals. The student’s records
(transcript, grades, graduation progress, attendance,
discipline, etc.) are reviewed and a course of study,
which will lead to a high school diploma, is planned.
The student and parent receive a copy of the Rancho
del Mar Handbook.
An Academic Course Syllabi, with the complete
course curriculum, is distributed to each student upon
enrollment in said course. All Academic Course Syllabi
are posted on the school website.
Teachers monitor student progress, and email or
telephone parents with updates on their child’s
progress. Aeries is an online communication system
that can be accessed by parents, students and
faculty. The Aeries parent portal provides parents the
ability to review their child’s progress and attendance.
Students can also access Aeries for this information.
Teachers are able to track a student’s progress across
curricular areas.
Rancho del Mar has extensive communication with
stakeholders. Newsletters are issued three times a
year, online and hard copy, and e-blasts are
disseminated on a regular basis. Back-to-School night
is a forum which provides information for the parents
so that they have knowledge of programs and
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resources that may be beneficial for both parents and
students.
Staff meet to discuss any issues with student progress
and plan interventions, as needed, for advancement and
additional support. Aeries is accessed by parents,
students, teachers and administration to review student
progress and assess need for additional intervention.
Progress reports are sent home each quarter and may
be requested any time.
Rancho del Mar staff regularly checks credit completion.
A Credit Completion “Star” Chart is posted in the office
for the students to see their progress. Office staff
compiles a monthly academic progress chart of all
students that is distributed to the teachers for overall
progress check. To further inform parents, a course
completion grade postcard is mailed home each time a
student completes a course.
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Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Evaluate how the school ensures that all online students have

access to state-mandated tests and that results are reported to all stakeholders
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The CAASPP is an annual state mandated online
assessment. Reports are disseminated to staff and
mailed home to parents, along with an analysis of
results. Scores are also posted on the CAASPP website

 CAASPP (SBAC)
 Assessment Reports

Schoolwide Modifications Based on Assessment Results
Indicator: The school

uses assessment results to make changes in the school program, professional
development activities, and resource allocations demonstrating a results-driven continuous process.
Prompt: Comment on the overall effectiveness of how assessment results have caused changes in the

school program, professional development activities, and/or resource allocations, demonstrating a
results-driven continuous process. Examine examples and comment on the overall effectiveness of
changes in the online opportunities, professional development of the staff, and the resource
allocations to support student achievement and their needs.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

CAASP and interim assessments are analyzed by
teachers and staff to determine changes to instruction
and the classroom program, as needed for individual
students. Progress monitoring provides data that can be
assessed to determine student needs and program
modification to meet individual student needs.
In
addition to RtI, an intervention teacher is funded to
provide small group and/or one-on-one support for
struggling students.

 CAASPP

Staff frequently meet to discuss student progress and
determine that each student is completing courses at an
adequate rate. The Academic Course Syllabi detail
benchmark expectations for each course, with grade
expectations posted. All Academic Course Syllabi are
based on CCSS. When planning, teachers use 21st
Century learning techniques to support student success.
Teachers encourage:
 effective use of technology,
 thoughtful engagement,
 life and career skills,
 learner attitude to motivate learning,
 creativity, critical thinking, communication, and
collaboration using reading, writing, and

 Academic Course
Syllabi
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mathematics in each subject content area.
All teachers participate in District-based, site-based and
secondary level-based professional development. Every
Rancho del Mar teacher serves on a District curriculum
or program committee. Instructional coaches are
available for teacher support. To assist in the transition
to CCSS, for the past two years, teachers participated in
District-wide Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
(CIA) Committees to collaborate and disseminate
information for improving student success throughout the
District.
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ACS WASC Category D. Standards-based Student Learning:
Assessment and Accountability:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category D are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Rancho del Mar utilizes a professionally vetted assessment process to collect, analyze,
and report student performance data to the stakeholders through communiques, staff
meetings, Aeries, quarterly reports, Academic Course Syllabi, community involvement and
benchmark expectations. Teachers use qualitative and quantitative assessments, both
summative and formative, to modify teaching practices to increase student success.
The Rancho del Mar staff ensures students learn based on the academic standards,
college and career readiness standards and schoolwide learner outcomes. All resources
are allocated to promote success for all students.

Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category D.
Category D: Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability: Areas of Strength

Stakeholder Communication
Accommodations/Modifications Based on Student Need
Academic Course Syllabus
Alignment with CCSS
Home Use Textbooks and Class Use Textbooks (Williams Act compliance)
Benchmark Assessments
Aeries.net Portal
Integration of Staff Collaboration

Category D: Standards-based Student Learning: Assessment and Accountability: Areas of Growth

Investigate implementation of hybrid program (online and classroom based
instruction/assessment).
Continue collaborative efforts with other teachers/staff throughout the District in
development of curriculum and adoption of textbooks aligned with CCSS.
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Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and
Academic Growth
Analysis must show distinctions that appear across the range of students (grade level, diverse
background, and abilities) and the variety of programs offered at the school.
Examples include:
 Online instruction approaches (school site or off site, integrated within other programs and/or
offered separately)
 Focused programs such as IB Diploma Program, college- and career-readiness programs,
school/college partnerships, AVID, and independent study programs.

Note: In some areas additional prompts have been inserted to emphasize the analysis related to
online instruction.

E1. Parent and Community Engagement Criterion
The school leadership employs a wide range of strategies to encourage family, business, industry,
and community involvement, especially with the learning/teaching process.
Indicators with Prompts

Regular Parent Involvement

The school implements strategies and processes for the regular involvement of family,
business, industry, and the community, including being active partners in the learning/teaching
process for all programs. The school involves parents of non-English speaking, special needs and
online students.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the

strategies and processes for the regular involvement of the family, business,
industry, and the community, including being active partners in the learning/teaching process.
Comment on the effectiveness of involving parents of non-English speaking, special needs and online
students.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Peninsula Education Foundation supports the school
with funding and resources. The Confidence Foundation
has donated money for development of character
education through Character Counts, assemblies and
educational excursions. Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary
Club sponsors Project Ego, in concert with the Norris
Foundation, and a Student of the Year Award
Scholarship. Palos Verdes Peninsula Coordinating
Council sponsors a Teen Service Award for
volunteerism in the community. Many other community
organizations sponsor scholarships such as: Palos
Verdes Junior Women’s Club; Palos Verdes Peninsula
Rotary Club; Palos Verdes Association of Realtors;
National Charity League, Inc.
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Rancho del Mar has a partnership with the Salvation
Army to provide educational advancement for students
who may be credit deficient. The school also partners
with Los Angeles Harbor College, El Camino
Community College, Long Beach City College and
California State University at Dominguez Hills for college
courses and tours. SoCal ROC augments curriculum
by offering additional career based courses with
certificates of completion for future employment
opportunities. R a n c h o d e l M a r o f f e r s Work
Experience opportunities and Career Tech Education
courses to facilitate career advancement.
The School website provides online access to all
Academic Course Syllabi and forms. An Intake
Meeting is held with all students and parents. The
Aeries.net Portal is accessed by parents, students,
teachers, and administration to check student progress
and assess need for additional intervention. Credit
Achievement Grade Postcards are mailed home upon
the completion of each course. The Parent Advisory
Committee
facilitates
parental
interaction
and
participation in the students’ educational experience.
Back-to-School Night provides an opportunity for
parents to learn about school programs, polices,
budgets and action plans, and, to communicate with
teachers about the expectations in each course. SSTs,
IEPs and 504 Meetings are held in compliance with
requirements.
Parents are invited to participate District planning
meetings including those for parents of Students with
Special Needs and parents of English Language
Learners- DELAC (District English Learner Advisory
Committee). The District provides translators for non –
English Speaking stakeholders.
Administration uses E-blasts and newsletters to
communicate with all stakeholders. Social media, by
way of Twitter, opens up communication to all
stakeholders, including the community at large.
Administration maintains an open-door policy for staff,
students, parents and stakeholders.
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Use of Community Resources
Indicator: The school uses business, industry, and community resources to support students, such as

professional services, business partnerships, guest speakers, job fairs, field trips to local employers,
and evaluation of student projects and classroom presentations.
Prompt: How

effective is the school use of community resources to support students?

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Peninsula Education Foundation supports the school
with funding and resources. The Confidence Foundation
has donated money for development of character
education through Character Counts, assemblies and
educational excursions. Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club
sponsors Project Ego, in concert with the Norris
Foundation, and a Student of the Year Award
Scholarship. Project EGO is a program that focuses
on student interests and career direction. Palos
Verdes Peninsula Coordinating Council sponsors a Teen
Service Award for volunteerism in the community. Many
other community organizations sponsor scholarships
such as: Palos Verdes Junior Women’s Club; Palos
Verdes Peninsula Rotary Club; Palos Verdes
Association of Realtors; National Charity League, Inc.

 Peninsula Education
Foundation

Rancho del Mar has a partnership with the Salvation
Army to provide educational advancement for students
who may be credit deficient. The school also partners
with Los Angeles Harbor College, El Camino
Community College, Long Beach City College and
California State University at Dominguez Hills for college
courses and tours. SoCal ROC augments curriculum by
offering additional career based courses with certificates
of completion for future employment opportunities.

 Partnership with
Foundations
 Partnership with Local
Organizations
 SoCal ROC
 Local Colleges
 Course Offerings
 Assemblies
 Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department
 Community Service
 South Bay Children’s
Health Center.

Students have the opportunity to participate in Work  Thelma McMillan Center
Experience through businesses in the community.
Students are annually given the opportunity to participate
in “Capitol Comes to Campus”, where the students
interact
with
elected
and
appointed
political
representatives.
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Guest speakers and assemblies that further educate
students outside of the classroom setting are provided
through grants and donations. For example, the “Go the
Distance” assembly encourages and empowers
students to utilize positive coping skills that create a
better future. The Character Counts program instructs
students on how to develop positive behaviors strategies
that improve and build character. Student and the Law
is a course where students learn from a local Sheriff’s
officer about laws that relate to teens and young adults.
Post-secondary workshops for students and parents are
held regularly.
Peer Mediation is a course, facilitated by the Outlook
Counselor, which offers students the opportunity to work
through issues in a collaborative discussion with their
classmates. Outlook Counseling, focusing on substance
abuse, is provided on-site through the support of the
South Bay Children’s Health Center. Additional support
is offered by the Thelma McMillan Center, an outpatient
substance abuse center that students and parents may
utilize, as needed. Library resources are offered
through the Palos Verdes Library District. The Annex is
an after school teen center, available locally for student
activities and provides access to computers. The Library
District also offers programs to assist students with
tutoring and research.
School-wide community service is integral to Rancho del
Mar. During the first semester, students collect and
donate toys, clothing, food and sundries to Rainbow
Services, Inc., which provides shelter and support for
abused women and children. In the second semester,
students volunteer to deliver community phone books in
support of Community Helpline, a confidential crisis
hotline.
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E2. School Environment Criterion
The school is a) a safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning and b) has a culture that is
characterized by trust, professionalism, high expectations for all students, and a focus on continuous
school improvement.
Indicators with Prompts
Safe, Clean, and Orderly Environment

The school has existing policies and regulations and uses its resources to ensure a safe,
clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning, including internet safety.
Prompt: Comment on the effectiveness of a) the existing policies and use of resources to ensure a
safe, clean, and orderly place that nurtures learning and b) all aspects of the school with respect to
safety regulations including effective operating procedures for internet safety.
Indicator:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school setting is well-maintained, in a safe surrounding.  Los Angeles County
The District provides a full-time custodian/grounds man to
Sheriff’s Department
Rancho del Mar. Work orders are submitted to the Maintenance
Department, as needed. Painters annually paint and touch up
as needed. Local cities fund a Lomita Sheriff Deputy Core  Campus Security
Resource Team, who support the school as needed. Campus
Security staff is provided by the District.
 Acceptable Use Policy
As part of the annual registration process, students review and  Insight Computer Safety
are required to sign an Acceptable Use Policy for Internet use
Program
and a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) policy. Teachers monitor
 BYOD Policy
student internet access in the classroom.
Students and stakeholders are required to read and sign a Safe
Schools Policy. A School/Student/Parent Contract, which
outlines academic and behavioral expectations, explains in
detail
the
expected
positive
schoolwide behaviors.
Additionally, a school-wide Positive Behavioral Support plan is in
place. This includes quarterly achievement raffles, birthday
recognition and recognition of credit completion. Star Chart,
postcards home and updated progress reports are used to
communicate positive progress. Students receive awards for
Student of the Month and Perfect Attendance, and recognition
letters are mailed home to parents. Teachers incorporate proper
behavioral expectations into their daily lessons. Rancho del Mar
also implements a Discipline Referral Process to document
issues and interventions.
Students are encouraged to participate in, and attend, high
school social activities at the traditional high schools, such as,
extra-curricular activities, dances and proms.

114

 Safe Schools Policy
 School Contract
 Positive Incentives
 Referral procedures
 Staff Professional
Development
 Social Activities
 RtI & Interventions

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Staff is trained in EpiPen u se , Blood Borne Pathogens, First
Aid and CPR to ensure a safe and healthy school
environment. All staff participate in annual Mandated Reporter
Training. Staff attended a Suicide Prevention workshop and
was trained on early identification of bullying and associated
behaviors.
The entire student body is assessed annually in reading
fluency. Students requiring further intervention for reading are
assigned to RtI. Teachers refer students to intervention staff
and/or a tutorial period for additional support.

High Expectations/Concern for Students

The school demonstrates caring, concern, and high expectations for students in an
environment that honors individual differences and is conducive to learning.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the school’s work to ensure the effectiveness of an atmosphere of caring, concern,

and high expectations for students in an environment that honors individual differences and is
conducive to learning.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

All students have access to the full curriculum.  School Goals
Graduation requirements are the same as the traditional
high schools. The low student-to-teacher ratio fosters a
nurturing environment and reinforces an atmosphere of  Graduation
Requirements
high academic and behavioral expectations.
The entire student body is assessed annually in reading
fluency and those students requiring further intervention
are assigned to RtI. SSTs and 504s are held regularly to
monitor, support and assist each student to succeed
academically, socially and emotionally. Informal and
formal conferences are held on a regular basis to
communicate student progress with stakeholders.
Students who require additional academic support are
assigned to the intervention teacher and/or tutorial clinic.

 Class Rosters
 RtI & Interventions
 Conferences & Progress
Reports
 Staff Collaboration
 IEPs; 504s; SSTs

Additional support and differentiated instruction is  Small Group & One-onprovided in accordance with IEPs. Cross curricular
One Instruction
communication between general education and special
education staff facilitates successful student learning in
all courses. Rancho del Mar’s full-time counselor is also
ERMHS experienced.
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Students and families are referred to Thelma McMillan,
an outpatient substance abuse center, as needed. An
Outlook Counselor (Substance Abuse) is on site every
week to provide individual and group counseling, support
and interventions. A School Psychologist is on site
weekly to provide mental health services.
Peer
Mediation is a credit based course that is held weekly to
provide a forum for open discussion amongst peers and
encourage positive/supportive student interactions.

 Thelma McMillan
 Counselor
 Psychologist
 Peer Mediation
 Outlook Counselor

Atmosphere of Trust, Respect, and Professionalism
Indicator: The school

has an atmosphere of trust, respect, and professionalism.

Prompt: To what degree is there evidence of an atmosphere of trust, respect, and professionalism?
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The administration maintains an open-door policy for
staff and students. Informal discussions facilitate
communication between the administration and staff, as
well as between teachers of differing curricular areas.
Staff meetings are regularly held to update faculty,
provide information and encourage staff collaboration.
Professional development activities take place
throughout the year.
Recognition of accomplishments and events are
ongoing throughout the year, which inspire passion,
optimism, and purpose. The principal provides holiday
recognitions for all staff and celebrates Birthdays, Dayof-The -Teacher and Administrative Professionals Day,
encouraging a positive climate and facilitating
meaningful group interactions. A celebratory end-of-year
social gathering for all staff is held at a local restaurant.
Senior Breakfast is attended by all faculty, so that they
may enjoy a celebratory event with the graduates.
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E3. Personal and Academic Support Criterion
All students receive appropriate academic support and intervention to help ensure school, college,
and career success. Students with special talents and/or needs have access to a system of personal
support services, activities, and opportunities at the school. These are enhanced by business,
industry, and the community.
Indicators with Prompts
Adequate Personalized Support
Indicator: The school has available adequate services, including referral services, to support students

in such areas as health, career, and personal counseling and academic assistance, including an
individualized learning plan.
Evaluate the availability and the adequacy of services, including referral services, to
support students in such areas as health, career, and personal counseling and academic assistance,
including an individualized learning plan.
Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are
reviewed and a course of study, which will lead to a high
school diploma, is planned. On each student’s first day,
the student meets with the school counselor to review
the course offering schedule and discuss post-secondary
plans. The counselor regularly meets with each student,
and always upon completion of each course.
The Student and Parent Handbook, which is
disseminated to each family upon enrollment and posted
on the school website, describes workshops,
opportunities and resources that are available to
students and families. The Handbook lists courses and
their alignment with UC, CSU, and AP requirements.
South Bay Children’s Health Center funds an Outlook
Counselor (Substance Abuse), on site weekly to provide
individual and group counseling and interventions.
Thelma McMillan is an outpatient substance abuse
center which offers ongoing education and resources to
Rancho del Mar. Additional support is available for
students and families. Peer Mediation is an available
course that offers the students the opportunity to share
and problem solve in a peer-to-peer group setting.
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A school “on call” nurse annually trains staff on use of
EpiPen and Blood Borne Pathogens. All staff are
trained in First Aid and CPR. Upon enrollment, all
students and families complete a Health Update, which
is reviewed by the nurse and shared with faculty. Vision
and hearing screening takes place for all new students.
A school psychologist is one site one day per week, as
well as “on call”, along with the District’s Educationally
Related Mental Health Services (ERMHS) psychologist,
to provide student mental health services. Referrals for
additional outside support are ongoing for students in
need. Staff attended a professional development
seminar on social media safety, “Safe, Smart, Social”
presented by Josh Ochs.
Student support, differentiation, learning strategies and
assistance is done in compliance with IEP and 504
plans, as well as with all students. All stakeholders use
Aeries to track the pace of student progress. The data
acquired from Aeries allows for accommodations,
tutoring and success opportunities. All students are
assessed annually in reading fluency and referred to
RtI as needed for reading support. Students that are
not making adequate progress, may be referred for
additional intervention and/or given the opportunity to
work in a tutorial clinic.
A College and Career Center, with computers and
resource materials, is available for students and parents,
during and after school hours. Naviance provides tools
for college and career preparation, and has online
access for home use by students and parents. The
counselor escorts students on personalized tours of
college campuses. The school has a partnership with
the Southern California Regional Occupation Center
(SoCal ROC), which provides technical and career
training for students at no cost.
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Additional Online Instruction Prompts: Comment on

the availability and adequacy of the academic
counseling, college preparation support, personal counseling, and health services provided for the
students involved in online instruction.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar does not currently offer any courses on
line. Students may take online courses, not available at
Rancho del Mar, for additional credit. Students wishing
to take an online course submit a request to the
administration to enroll in a District approved,
accredited online educational program. If approved,
the student must submit a transcript upon completion of
the course.
Two Rancho del Mar teachers currently participate in a
District committee researching and planning a hybrid
program for online learning in conjunction with classroom
interaction. Students who participate in this hybrid
program will receive academic counseling, postsecondary counseling, health and guidance services,
support and accommodations, and availability for full
participation in school activities, same as all District
students.
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Direct Connections

The school demonstrates direct connections between academic standards, college- and
career-readiness standards, and schoolwide learner outcomes, and the allocation of resources to
student support services, such as counseling/advisory services, articulation services, and
psychological and health services, or referral services.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the ways that there are direct connections between academic standards, college-

and career-readiness standards, and schoolwide learner outcomes and the allocation of resources to
student support services, such as counseling/advisory services, articulation services, and
psychological and health services, or referral services.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Student and Parent Handbook which is
disseminated to each family upon enrollment and posted
on the Rancho del Mar school website, describes
workshops, opportunities and resources that are
available to students and parents. The Handbook lists
courses and their alignment with UC, CSU, and AP
requirements. Academic Course Syllabi are based on
CCSS and college/career readiness. Staff and
stakeholders monitor students to ensure schoolwide
learner outcomes have been successfully met.
An Outlook Counselor (Substance Abuse) is on site
weekly to provide individual and group counseling,
support and interventions. Thelma McMillan is an
outpatient substance abuse center which offers ongoing
education and resources. Additional support is available
for the students and families as needed. Peer Mediation is
an available course that offers students the opportunity
to share and problem solve in a peer-to-peer group
setting. Upon enrollment all students and families
complete a Health Update, which is reviewed by the
nurse, and shared with all faculty. Vision and hearing
screening takes place for all new students. A school
psychologist is on site one day per week, as well as “on
call”, along with the District’s Educationally Related
Mental Health Services (ERMHS) psychologist, to
provide student mental health services. Referrals for
additional outside support are ongoing for students in
need.
Library resources, through a partnership with the Palos
Verdes Library District, support students with the tools
necessary for research, study skills and college entrance
exams. Local cities fund a Student and the Law program,
led by a sheriff deputy, in which students learn about and
discuss laws and citizenship.
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Staff and stakeholders monitor each student as they
progress through their pathways to assure that the
schoolwide learner outcomes have been met

 Student/Parent
Handbook
 Academic Course Syllabi
 Counseling Services
 Health & Psychological
Services
 Referral Services
 Palos Verdes Library
District
 Lomita Sheriff’s
Department
 College and Career
Center
 Naviance
 SoCal ROC
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A College and Career Center, with computers and
resource materials, is available for student and parent use,
both during and after school hours. Naviance, which has
online access for students and parents to utilize from
home, is used for college and career preparation. The
counselor escorts students on personalized tours of
college campuses.
The school has a partnership with the Southern
California Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC),
which provides technical and career training for
students at no cost.
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Support and Intervention Strategies Used for Student Growth/Development

Strategies are used by the school leadership and staff to develop and implement
personalized approaches to learning and alternative instructional options which allow access to and
progress in the rigorous standards-based curriculum. Examples of strategies include: level of teacher
involvement with all students, a curriculum that promotes inclusion, processes for regular review of
student and schoolwide profiles, and processes and procedures for interventions that address
retention and redirection.
Indicator:

Prompt: Evaluate the effectiveness of the types of strategies used by the school leadership and staff to

develop and implement personalized approaches to learning and alternative instructional options
which allow access to and progress in the rigorous standards-based curriculum.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The low student to teacher ration facilitates one-on-one  Common Core based
and small group instruction. A multi-tiered intervention
Academic Course
system is used to promote student success. Common
Syllabus
Core State Standards are integrated into lessons across
 Student/Teacher Ratio
the curriculum.
 One-on-One Instruction
All students have access to the full curriculum. IEPs  IEPs/504s/SSTs/
provide for individualized plans. SSTs, 504s, and
Conferences
parent/student conferences are held to aid in student
support. Teachers review student portfolios on a regular  Student Work/Portfolios
basis as an informal assessment of student progress.
The data is analyzed as to the need for intervention  Tutorial Clinic
and/or accommodation. Students who are not making
sufficient progress are given an opportunity to work in  Interventions and
tutorial clinic or with intervention staff.
Accommodations
Progress Reports and transcripts, which are sent home  Quarterly
quarterly and upon request, show course completion
Progress Reports/
records and rate of completion. Credit Achievement
Transcripts
Postcards, which are mailed home to parents upon
completion of each course, show progression towards  Credit Achievement
graduation. The school counselor does regular credit
Postcards
checks for completion and collaborates with teachers
and stakeholders for intervention to optimize student  Aeries
success. Aeries provides a medium for stakeholders to
monitor each student to ensure schoolwide learner
outcomes have been successfully met.
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Additional Online Instruction Prompt: Provide evidence that the processes and strategies are effective

for incoming students with regard to orientation or induction and the ongoing monitoring and
support of the students to ensure all have a full opportunity for academic success.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

The Rancho del Mar principal conducts a pre-admission
Intake Meeting to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education
strategies, program, rules and policies, as well as student
goals. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, and other
documents) are reviewed and a course of study, which
will lead to a high school diploma, is planned. On each
student’s first day, the student meets with the school
counselor to review the course offering schedule and
discuss post-secondary plans. The counselor regularly
meets with each student, and always upon completion of
each course.

 Intake Meetings
 Aeries
 Naviance
 Student/Parent
Handbook

Upon enrollment, each parent and student is activated
on Aeries and Naviance. Enrollment and registration is
conducted via Aeries. Aeries is used by all stakeholders
to monitor student progress. Parents and students use
Naviance to research college career resources and other
post-secondary options.
The Student and Parent Handbook, which is
disseminated to each family upon enrollment and posted
on the school website, describes workshops,
opportunities and resources that are available to students
and families. The Handbook lists courses and their
alignment with UC, CSU, and AP requirements.
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Support Services and Learning
Indicator: The school leadership and staff ensure that the support services and related activities have

a direct relationship to student involvement in learning, e.g., within and outside the classroom, for all
students, including the EL, GATE, special education, and other programs.
Prompt: Evaluate the extent to which the school leadership and staff ensure that the support services
and related activities have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning, e.g., within and
outside the classroom. Evaluate the processes that are used to identify under-performing or
struggling students and the interventions to address these identified student learning needs.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

All students have access to the full curriculum. IEPs
provide for individualized plans. SSTs, 504s, and
parent/student conferences are held to aid in student
support. Teachers review student portfolios on a regular
basis as an informal assessment of student progress.
The data is analyzed as to the need for intervention and
or accommodation. Students who are not making
sufficient progress are given an opportunity to work in
tutorial clinic or with intervention staff. A multi-tiered
intervention system is used to promote student success.
Common Core State Standards are integrated into
lessons across the curriculum.

 IEPs/504s/SSTs
 Student Work/Portfolios
 Tutorial Clinic/RtI/
Other Interventions
 Academic Course
Syllabi

Transcripts and Progress Reports, which are sent home
quarterly and upon request, show course completion
records and rate of completion. Credit Achievement
Postcards, which are mailed home to parents upon
completion of each course, show progression towards
graduation. The school counselor does regular credit
checks for completion and collaborates with teachers
and stakeholders for intervention to optimize student
success.

 Progress Reports

Aeries facilitates staff and stakeholders to monitor each
student to ensure that the schoolwide learner outcomes
have been successfully met. Each faculty member
creates a positive school climate, teaching positive
behavioral systems and provides a supportive
environment for struggling students.

 Independent Study
Program

To ensure the needs of students who cannot participate
in a morning program are met, a student whose
personal circumstances precludes regular daily
morning attendance may participate in a hybrid
independent study program, with access to the full
curriculum, provided by the Rancho del Mar credentialed
high school teachers.

 SoCal ROC and Local
Partnerships
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Students may take additional courses at one of the two
traditional high schools, at a community college or
through an accredited, approved online program, if the
course is not offered at Rancho del Mar.
The school has a partnership with the Southern
California Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC),
which provides technical and career training for students
at no cost. Library resources, through a partnership with
the Palos Verdes Library District, support students with
the tools necessary for research, study skills and college
requirements and entrance exams. Local cities fund a
Student and the Law program, led by a sheriff deputy, in
which students learn about, and discuss, laws and
citizenship.
Students are encouraged to participate in ASB and
community service projects. Local businesses provide
opportunities for involvement through Work Experience.
Scholarships are offered by local organizations and
individuals. The Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club
supports Project EGO, an evening program which meets
two evenings a month and offers the students the
opportunity to interact with peers in developing postsecondary awareness.
Rancho del Mar students are welcome to participate in
after-school clubs, dances, proms and other events at
the two traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar
students participate in “Capitol Comes to Campus” and
the California Association of Student Leaders (CASL)
Workshop. The Rancho del Mar student member of the
Board of Education participates in Capitol Convoy, an
opportunity for student leaders to meet with elected
state representatives in Sacramento.
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Evaluate the extent to which the support services and related
activities have a direct relationship to student involvement in learning with respect to equity of
access, availability of computers and internet.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

The school site has Wi-Fi capability in all classrooms and
the office. All classrooms have been furnished with a
minimum of four computer stations, with internet
capability, and a printer. ELMOs and projectors are also
available. The District has furnished the site with 40
portable Chromebooks, accompanying headphones and
mice, an d a ch a rgin g st a t io n . Students may also use
their personal technological hardware in accordance with
the “Bring Your Own Device” policy (BYOD). All students
have a personal log-in. Technology support staff is on site
one day a week, and on call. Teachers are trained for
monitoring student use of technology and safety related to
social media platforms.
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Equitable Support to Enable All Students Access to a Rigorous Curriculum
Indicator: Through the use of equitable support all students have access to

a challenging, relevant,
and coherent curriculum. Schools regularly examine the demographics and distribution of students
throughout the class offerings (e.g., master class schedule and class enrollments) and the availability
of additional support such as extra class time, tutoring, or types of alternative schedules available for
repeat or accelerated classes (e.g., summer, class periods beyond the traditional school day).
Prompt: After studying the accessibility of a challenging, relevant, and coherent curriculum and from

examining the demographics and distribution of students throughout the class offerings (e.g., master
class schedule and class enrollments), evaluate the impact of the types of alternative schedules
available for repeat or accelerated classes (e.g., summer, class periods beyond the traditional school
day) on student achievement.
Findings

Supporting Evidence

All students have access to the full curriculum. IEPs
provide for individualized plans. SSTs, 504s, and
parent/student conferences are held to aid in student
support. Teachers review student portfolios on a regular
basis as an informal assessment of student progress.
The data is analyzed as to the need for intervention and
or accommodation. Rancho del Mar has a “no-fail”
policy. Students who are not making sufficient progress
are given an opportunity to work in tutorial clinic or with
intervention staff.
A multi-tiered intervention system is used to promote
student success. Common Core State Standards are
integrated into lessons across the curriculum. Teachers
provide multiple ways for students to acquire information
such as: lectures; research; projects; collaborative
partnerships. Alternatives for demonstrating what
students have learned, and strategies for engaging
diverse learners and motivating them to learn, are
incorporated into classroom activities. Students who
have received a grade of “D” or “F” on their transcript
may repeat the entire course at Rancho del Mar.

 IEPs/504s/ SSTs
 Student Work Portfolios
 Academic Course
Syllabus
 No Fail Policy
 Tutorial
Clinic/Interventions
 Independent Study
Program
 High School/College/
Online Course Offerings
 SoCal ROC and Local
Partnerships
 Academic Counseling

To ensure the needs of students who cannot participate  Naviance
in a morning program are met, a student whose
personal circumstances precludes regular daily  Summer School
Opportunities
morning attendance may participate in a hybrid
independent study program, with access to the full
curriculum, provided by the Rancho del Mar credentialed
high school teachers.

Students may take additional courses at one of the two
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community college or through an accredited approved
online program, if the course is not offered at Rancho del
Mar. The school has a partnership with the Southern
California Regional Occupation Center (SoCal ROC),
which provides technical and career training for students
at no cost.
Local cities fund a Student and the Law program, led by
a sheriff deputy, in which students learn about and
discuss laws and citizenship. The Palos Verdes Sunset
Rotary Club supports Project EGO, an evening program
which meets two evenings a month and offers the
students the opportunity to interact with peers in
developing post-secondary awareness. Students and
parents access Naviance for college preparatory
resources and career exploration.
The Peninsula Education Foundation offers a fee-based
summer school program open to all students to
supplement educational opportunities. Seniors, who
have not completed all credits prior to graduation, may
enroll in a no-fee PVPUSD Senior Review summer
program to complete their final credits.

Co-Curricular Activities
Indicator: School leadership
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standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the schoolwide learner outcomes along
with an effective process for regularly evaluating the level of student involvement in curricular/cocurricular activities and student use of support services.
Prompt: Evaluate the extent of the availability and link of curricular and co-curricular activities for

all students to the academic standards, the college- and career-readiness standards, and the
schoolwide learner outcomes. How effective are these efforts?
Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar has a hundred percent graduation rate. If  Graduation Rate
a student transfers, the staff ensures the student transfers to
an educational instructional institution where the student
can continue his/her education. To ensure the needs of  Course Offerings
students who cannot participate in a morning program are
met, a student whose personal circumstances  College and Career
precludes regular daily morning attendance may
Readiness Based
participate in a hybrid independent study program, with
Assignments (including
access to the full curriculum, provided by the Rancho del
online)
Mar credentialed high school teachers.
Students may take additional courses at one of the two  SoCal ROC
traditional high schools, at a community college or through
an accredited approved online program, if the course is not  Summer School
offered at Rancho del Mar. The school has a partnership
with the Southern California Regional Occupation Center  Local Partnerships
(SoCal ROC), which provides technical and career training
for students at no cost.
 Inter-active Opportunities
The Peninsula Education Foundation offers a fee-based
summer school program open to all students to  Leadership Opportunities
supplement educational opportunities. Seniors, who have
not completed all credits prior to graduation, may enroll in  Community Service
a no-fee PVPUSD Senior Review summer program to
complete their final credits.
 Educational
Trips/Assemblies
Local businesses provide opportunities for student growth
and involvement through Work Experience. Scholarships  Naviance
are provided by local organizations and individuals. The
Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club supports Project EGO,  ASVAB
an evening program which meets two evenings a month
and offers the students the opportunity to interact with  PVLD
peers in developing post-secondary awareness. Local
cities fund a Student and the Law program, led by a
Deputy, in which students learn about and discuss laws
and citizenship.
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Rancho del Mar students are welcome to participate in
after-school clubs, dances, proms and other events at
the two traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar offers
students leadership opportunities and events such as:
ASB; Yearbook Committee; Capitol Comes to Campus;
California Association of Student Leaders (CASL)
Workshop. The Rancho del Mar student member of
the Board of Education attends Capitol Convoy, a
lobbying trip to Sacramento, along with other students,
PTA members, PVPUSD administration and Board of
Education members.
Community service projects, such as Rainbow
Services, Inc. and Community Helpline phone book
delivery, are available for student participation. Grants
and donations fund excursions and assemblies for
students. Examples include: Museum of Science and
Industry; Museum of Tolerance; Getty Villa; Imax; Go
The Distance; Harbor/UCLA Health Program;
Endeavour Space Shuttle; Career Preparation. Many
students participate in youth community service
organizations such as: National Charity League, Inc.;
Los Hermanos; Las Ninas; Palos Verdes Assembly;
etc. Opportunities are communicated to all students
through flyers, eblasts, school newsletter, principal
updates, school website calendar and additional
communiques.
Counseling and access to the College Career Center
and Naviance provide parents and students with
access to post-secondary resources, college
preparatory resources and career exploration. Tours to
local colleges and universities take place several times
a year. Students are given the opportunity to take the
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery
(ASVAB). The ASVAB results interpretation assists
students to identify and explore future college/career
pathways and outline effective strategies to realize
post-secondary goals. Staff and stakeholders monitor
students as they progress through their pathways to
ensure that the schoolwide learner outcomes have
been successfully met.
Library resources, through a partnership with the Palos
Verdes Library District (PVLD), support students with
tutoring and the tools necessary for research, study
skills and college entrance requirements and exams.
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The Norton Textbook website is used by the art
classes for additional educational access. Students
have access to online materials: instructional videos;
j ournals; magazines; newspapers; science labs; virtual
field trips.

Evaluate the school’s processes to address the needs of
socialization for the students and involvement in the school. Provide evidence about the effectiveness
of the students’ involvement in school and community activities, such as clubs, yearbook, newsletter,
newspaper, field trips, volunteer work, service projects, college courses, etc.
Additional Online Instruction Prompt:

Findings

Supporting Evidence

Rancho del Mar does not offer any courses on line.
Students may take online courses, not available at
Rancho del Mar, for additional credit. Students wishing
to take an online course submit a request to the
administration to enroll in a District approved,
accredited online educational institution. If approved,
the student must submit a transcript upon completion
of the course.
Two Rancho del Mar teachers currently participate in a
District committee researching and planning a hybrid
program for online learning in conjunction with classroom
interaction. Students who participate in this hybrid
program will receive academic counseling, postsecondary counseling, health and guidance services,
support and accommodations, and availability for full
participation in school activities, same as all District
students.
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ACS WASC Category E. School Culture and Support for Student
Personal and Academic Growth:
Summary, Strengths, and Growth Needs
Review all the findings and supporting evidence and summarize the degree to which the criteria in
Category E are being met. Include comments about the degree to which these criteria impact the
school’s ability to address one or more of the identified critical learner needs.
Summary:

Rancho del Mar implements strategies and processes for regular involvement of family,
business, industry and community as active participants in the education of the students and
preparing them for post-secondary life. Business and Industry offers scholarships, work
experience, internships, community resources, guest speakers, business partnerships and
assemblies. Existing policies are in place that ensure a safe and clean environment for
learning. Staff creates an atmosphere of trust, respect, caring, concern, and high
expectations for students which promotes success. Rancho del Mar embodies a positive
learning environment in which all students are able to succeed.
Prioritize the strengths and areas of growth for Category E.
Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of
Strength

Aeries, School Website and Other Communiques
Well-Maintained and Safe School Site
Positive School Climate
Community Partnerships
Academic Counseling
Tutorial Clinic and Interventions
Course Offerings and Access to Additional Courses (including online and summer)
Assemblies and Educational Trips
School Partnership with Traditional High Schools
ASB, Community Service and Student Leadership/Participation Projects
College Career Readiness Counseling, Programs and Trips
Category E: School Culture and Support for Student Personal and Academic Growth: Areas of Growth

Expansion of accessibility of grades and progress online via Aeries for students,
parents, teachers, staff and District stakeholders.
Expand use of Naviance

132

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Prioritized Areas of Growth Needs from
Categories A through E
Prioritize the growth areas from the five categories.


Expand use of social media for communication with all stakeholders
which will result in increased parent engagement.



As additional courses are added, or existing courses modified, ensure that
the Academic Course Syllabi continue to be aligned with CCSS and 21st
Century Learning. Continue collaborative efforts with other teachers/staff
throughout the District in development of curriculum and adoption of
textbooks aligned with CCSS.



Rancho del Mar has added field days to incorporate physical activities. A
goal is to purchase a variety of new physical education equipment so that
students can use the equipment at Break and on Field Days and, to
encourage active participation and social interaction in field day activities.



Investigate implementation of hybrid program (online and classroom based
instruction/assessment).



Expansion of accessibility of grades and progress online via Aeries for
students, parents, teachers, staff and District stakeholders.



Expand use of Naviance.
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Chapter V: Schoolwide Action Plan
A.
B.
C.

Revise the single schoolwide action plan, i.e., Single Plan for Student Achievement. Ensure the
plan is aligned with the Local Control and Accountability Plan.
State any additional specific strategies to be used by staff within each subject area/support
program to support sections of the schoolwide action plan.
Describe the school’s follow-up process, ensuring an ongoing improvement process.

Formal action plans from each Home Group are not necessary; the critical emphasis is the consensus and
commitment from all stakeholders to implementing the various sections of the schoolwide action plan.
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Form A: Planned Improvements in Student Performance

The School Site Council has analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has considered the effectiveness of key elements of the
instructional program for students failing to meet academic performance index and adequate yearly progress growth targets. As a result, it has adopted
the following school goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic performance of students not yet meeting state standards:
Maintain District facilities and a highly skilled staff to deliver TK-12 curriculum aligned with Common Core State Standards that
provides all students access to required college and career readiness.
LCAP GOAL 1:

Conditions of Learning
State Priority 1: Basic Necessities – Qualified and properly assigned teachers, sufficient instructional materials, facilities in good repair)
State Priority 7: Course Access

School Goal 1: Align all Academic Course Syllabi with Common Core State Standards and update technology to facilitate 21st Century learning.

What data did you use to form this goal?

Review of Academic Course Syllabi and
Textbooks; CIA and Professional
Development meetings; Technology
Inventory; School Facility Status Annual
Report

What were the findings from the analysis of
this data?

How will the school evaluate the progress
of this goal?

Need to align all Academic Course Syllabi to
Common Core State Standards and purchase
additional technology as needed

Review Academic Course Syllabi;
Technology Inventory; Aeries.net (Course
Scheduling Profile)

STRATEGY: During the 2015-2016, the staff will continue to ensure that curriculum is aligned with Common Core State Standards and that all

students have access to approved textbooks, curriculum, technology and College and Career Readiness Resources.
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Cost and Funding Source
Action/Date

Person(s) Responsible

Task/Date
(Itemize for Each Source)

Update Academic
Course Syllabi
(ACS) to align with
Common Core State
Standards/Fall 2015

Classroom Teachers

Staff participation in Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment
(CIA) Meetings, with department colleagues from other
secondary schools. (2013-2015)
ELA & Math (6 times a year)
Social Science (3 times a year)
Science (4 times a year);
Visual Performing Arts (VPA) (3 times a year)
Special Education (3 times a year, plus integration into
curricular area CIA meetings)

Teachers rewrite Academic Course Syllabi to align with
CCSS and to include:
Increased technology based assignments;
Increased collaboratively based assignments
(Fall 2015 and Ongoing)

Continued Professional Development collaboration with
peers from traditional high schools (Ongoing)
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Expand course
offerings and
curriculum /Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
Principal, School Staff

Submitted to PVPUSD Educational Services and to the
University of California A-G Course Management
Portal for UC approval:
Physics (2013-2014 school year)
Printmaking (2015-2016 school year)

Add Core novels to the English Curriculum (Fall 2015)
Ensure all teachers are
assigned to their
credentialed
area/Fall 2015

Human Resources,
Principal, Classroom
Teachers, Counselor

Human Resources/LCAP Teacher Credential Review
(Spring of 2015) - All teachers are credentialed and
teaching in their curricular areas.

Teacher finalizing credential completed BTSA (Spring
2015)
Compliance with the
Williams Act/Fall
2015

Classroom Teachers,
Principal, School Staff

Principal submits Textbook Sufficiency Statement to the
Board of Education (Fall 2015)

Ensure textbooks in use are updated, approved by
PVPUSD Board of Education and same as used at
traditional high schools (Fall 2015)

Purchase core novels for ELA (2014 and 2015)

Pilot Math Textbooks for potential adoption (20152016)
Rancho del Mar High School – SPSA – 2015-16
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Display Pilot Math Textbooks for stakeholder review
(2015-2016)

Purchase of Standards and Guided Reading
supplemental workbooks (Fall 2105)
Ensure that all students, Classroom Teachers,
including those with Principal, School Staff
special needs, have
access to the course
curriculum/
Ongoing
Ensure baseline
technology support
for staff and
students/Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
Principal, School Staff,
Technology Department

Aeries.net Portal includes the course history of each
student for stakeholder reference (Ongoing)

Teachers verify all students, including those with
Special Needs, have access to the courses via multitiered curriculum (Ongoing)
Each classroom has a minimum of four student CPUs
with adequate memory and Windows 7 (Ongoing)

Chrome Books & Charging Cart purchased for staff and
student use (Spring 2015/Fall 2015)

Site has laptops and projectors for instructional use
(Ongoing)

Ensure each teacher has a working Ipad (Ongoing)
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Ensure that all students, Counselor,
including those with
Classroom Teachers,
special needs, have
School Staff
access to College
and Career
Readiness/
Ongoing

Familiarize all students with College Career Center
(Ongoing)

All students activated on, and use, Naviance including
Resume Building
(Fall 2015 and quarterly usage, at a minimum)

Student participation in:
College/Career Counseling (Ongoing)
College Tours (Fall 2015 and Spring 2016)
Assemblies (Ongoing)
Project Ego (September 2015–May 2016, twice
monthly)
Work Experience (Ongoing)
SoCal ROC (Ongoing)

ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery)
(December 2015)

Access to Scholarships (January-June 2016)

Maintain Parent/Student Resource Center (Ongoing)
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Promote usage of
Aeries.net student
portal/Ongoing

Teachers, Counselor,
Principal, School Staff,
Technology Staff

Teacher Training Session (August 2015)

Teacher “Gradebook” Training Session (September
2015)

Parent Training Session (September 2015 and Ongoing)

Student Training Session (September/October 2015 and
Ongoing)
Ensure Naviance
activation and
promote usage/Fall
2015 and Quarterly

Counselor

Activate Students (September 2015)

Student Training Session (October 2015)

Students Naviance Access (Quarterly, at a minimum)
Ensure site is in good
repair/Fall 2015 and
Ongoing

Principal, Office
Manager, Custodian
District Maintenance
Crew

Complete and submit School Facility Status – Annual
Report (Fall 2015)

Full Time Custodian/Grounds-man on site (Ongoing)

Annual Painting (October 2015)
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Work Orders are submitted as needed (Ongoing)

Teachers participate in
professional
development and,
individually,
continue their
education/ Ongoing

Classroom Teachers

Professional Development with department colleagues
from other secondary schools, for instruction and
material development and collaboration. (August 2015;
January 2016; Ongoing)

Professional Development Workshops (i.e. Aeries.net August 2015); Gradebook - September 2015); Suicide
Prevention Training - October 2015)

(Credential Review Fall 2015) - Most teachers have
their Masters Degrees in their curricular areas.
Additionally – Resource Teacher has Ph.D. in Special
Education. ELA teacher cleared his credential. ELA
teacher received Master’s Degree in Curriculum and
Instruction. The counselor is working on an
administrative credential.
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Form A: Planned Improvements in Student Performance

The School Site Council has analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has considered the effectiveness of key elements of the
instructional program for students failing to meet academic performance index and adequate yearly progress growth targets. As a result, it has adopted
the following school goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic performance of students not yet meeting state standards:
LCAP GOAL: 1 – Pr o v i d e an instructional program which raises achievement for all students in ELA

Pupil Outcomes
State Priority 2: Implementation of the California State Standards (English Language Arts [ELA]) / Literacy
State Priority 4: Pupil Achievement
State Priority 8: Other Pupil Outcomes

SCHOOL GOAL 2: ELA - By June 2016, all students, including those with Special Needs, will demonstrate adequate progress towards graduation, with a
100% graduation rate and no less than 90% attendance rate.

What data did you use to form this goal?

CST; CAASP; CAHSEE; Criterion
Referenced Assessment (Publisher
&Teacher Generated); AIMSweb RtI
Assessment; Transcripts

What were the findings from the analysis of
this data?

How will the school evaluate the
progress of this goal?

Most of the students enrolled are credit deficient
and in danger of not graduating.

CST; CAASP; Criterion Referenced
Assessment (Publisher &Teacher
Generated); AIMSweb RtI
assessment;
Transcripts (Credit Completion);
Aeries.net (Graduation Progress
Profile)

STRATEGY: During 2015–16, the school will continue the school-wide ELA intervention program to address the reading comprehension needs of struggling and
credit deficient students and English learners as measured by teacher, publisher and District benchmark assessments (weekly, monthly, quarterly, annually).
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Cost and Funding Source
Action/Date

Update Academic Course
Syllabi (contracts) to
align with CCSS/Fall
2015

Person(s) Responsible

Classroom Teachers

Task/Date

Teachers meet and collaborate to update all courses.
(August/September 2015)

All teachers have a copy of each Academic Course
Syllabus (September 2015)

All Academic Course Syllabi posted online, and
modified as needed.(September 2015 and Ongoing)
Develop & Implement
Benchmarks and
Multiple Measures of
Instruction & Support,
including Speaking &
Listening
Skills/Ongoing

Classroom Teachers

Monitor Students at
Risk/Ongoing

All classroom teachers maintain student portfolios
(Ongoing)

Student achievement and progress monitored by
Assignment Completion (Gradebook) including:
Projects; Presentations; Written and Online
Assessments; Oral Evaluation (Ongoing)

Progress Reports Sent Home (Quarterly and as needed)

CAASP (Grade 11) and Science CST (Grade 10)
(April/May 2016)
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Develop & Implement
Instruction Support/
Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
Resource Specialist,

Teachers use a multi-tiered intervention modality
(Ongoing)

Counselor;
Security Staff,
School Staff

Teachers have flexibility to implement assignment
adjustment, without compromising access to full
curriculum, to accommodate individual student needs
(Ongoing)
Teachers may refer students to an after-school Tutorial
Clinic ; Students participate in an after-school
Attendance Recovery via Tutorial Clinic (September
2015-May 2016)

Resource Specialist Teacher provides general education
teachers with the passport of accommodations and
eligibility for students with IEPs. (Upon Enrollment)

Counselor (oversees 504 Program) provides general
education teachers with the passport of accommodations
and eligibility for 504 students. (Upon Enrollment)
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Provide additional
intervention support in
the classroom/

Intervention Support
Staff 10/01/15-5/22/16

October 2015-May
2016)
Implement Response to
Intervention
(RtI)/Ongoing

Integrate technology
into teaching and
learning
practices/Ongoing

Intervention teacher provides additional academic
progress support for all struggling students, including
ELL, via one-on-one & small group instruction (4
periods a day/3 days a week)

Resource Specialist,
Para-educator

RSP teacher and para-educator provide additional
support to identified students through RtI assessment;
Daily Instruction on Fluency, Comprehension;
Vocabulary & Closure; Probes Assessment -AIMSweb
(Daily/Period 5)

Classroom Teachers,

Teachers utilize in the classroom: Current Event
Website with Lexiles; Power Point presentations;
projects; Science virtual labs; Art online; Music
Appreciation online; Instructional research. (Ongoing)

School Staff,
Technology Staff

Additional implementation of technology based
instruction, assessment and communication:
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Minimum four student CPUs per Classroom;
Chromebooks; BYOD (Bring Your Own Device for
students); WACOM Tablets (CTE); laptops; LCD
projectors; Teacher IPADS; School website; Aeries.net
Portal; Email Communication; Eblasts (Ongoing)

Demonstration of CAASP Lessons for CCSS Project
Based ELA Assessments (April/May 2016)
Purchase Classroom Texts Educational Services
and Materials/
Department
Fall 2015

Purchase additional core novels to enhance ELA
program and align with CCSS (Fall 2015)

Purchase Standards and Guided Reading Supplemental
workbooks (Fall 2015)
Additional
Support/Ongoing

South Bay Children’s
Health CenterOutlook & Peer
Mediation Counselor,
School Psychologist,
Thelma McMillen
Center,
SoCal ROC

Rancho del Mar High School – SPSA – 2015-16

Outlook Counselor provides individual counseling,
upon referral (Friday mornings, September 2015 -May
2016)

Outlook Counselor oversees three 8-week Peer
Mediation Group sessions(Fridays at 12:20, September
2015-May 2016))
School Psychologist on site once a week and on-call, as
needed (September 2015-June 2016)
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Thelma McMillen Center Staff makes a parent
presentation (September 2015), provides resource
materials and assists families upon referral (Ongoing)

SoCal ROC provides student orientation (August 2015)
and is on site to provide support to students enrolled
in/interested in SoCal ROC programs (Tuesday
mornings/weekly)
Professional Development
&
Collaboration/
Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
Counselor, Principal,
Educational Services
Staff

Professional Development with department colleagues
from other secondary schools, for instruction and
material development and collaboration. (August 2015;
January 2016; Ongoing)

Staff participation in Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment
(CIA) Meetings, with department colleagues from other
secondary schools. (2013-2015)
ELA & Math (6 times a year)
Social Science (3 times a year)
Science (4 times a year);
Visual Performing Arts (VPA) (3 times a year)
Special Education (3 times a year, plus integration into
curricular area CIA meetings)

Secondary collaboration meetings (Ongoing as needed
and/or scheduled)
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Grades TK-12 Principal Meetings (Twice a month)

Leadership Meetings (Eight times a year)

Career Technology Education (CTE) meetings (Four
times a year)

Curriculum and Guidance Meetings (Monthly October
2015 - May 2016)

Informal Staff Collaboration and Formal Staff
Meetings/Professional Development;
Faculty Advisory Committee; Aeries.net; School
Website, Email blasts & Other Communiques; Staff
Weekly Bulletins (Ongoing)

All certificated staff are Professional Members in
California Continuation Education Association (CCEA)
(September 2015)

Certificated staff attends regular California Continuation
Education Association (CCEA) District VII Meetings
(Rotating basis - Six times a year)
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Certificated Staff attends CCEA State Conference, as
desired (May 2016)

VPA Teacher chair of CCEA State Conference Art
Show (May 2016)
Parent Engagement,
Student Engagement
&
Communication/

Classroom Teachers,
School Staff,
Principal

Principal conducts an in-depth Intake Conference with
each family, and each family is given a Student/Parent
Handbook, which is also posted on line) (Upon
Enrollment)

Ongoing

Each family receives a personal phone call inviting the
family to Back To School Night (September 2015)

Continued Implementation of:
Aeries.net Portal; School Website; Email Information
Blasts; Newsletters (Fall/Winter/Spring); Principal
Updates; Email and Telephone School/Home
Communication; Twitter; SSTs; IEPs; 504s;
Parent/Student Teacher Conferences (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent); Progress Reports sent home
(quarterly for all students), Weekly and/or Daily
Assignment Reports for students (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent).
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Upon Course Completion: Post Card mailed home,
stating grade & credits earned, and Transcript is
immediately updated. Student receives raffle tickets for
end-of-quarter Credit Completion Raffle and stars
he/she puts on Credit Progress Star Chart. (Ongoing)

Student Recognition letters are mailed home for Student
of the Month and Perfect Attendance (Ongoing)
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Form A: Planned Improvements in Student Performance
The School Site Council has analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has considered the effectiveness of key
elements of the instructional program for students failing to meet academic performance index and adequate yearly progress growth
targets. As a result, it has adopted the following school goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic performance of
students not yet meeting state standards:
LCAP GOAL: 1 – Provide an instructional program which raises achievement for all students in Mathematics
Pupil Outcomes

State Priority 2: Implementation of the California State Standards Mathematics
State Priority 4: Pupil Achievement
State Priority 8: Other Pupil Outcomes

SCHOOL GOAL 3: Math - By June 2016, all students, including those with Special Needs, will demonstrate adequate progress towards
graduation, with a 100% graduation rate and no less than 90% attendance rate.

What data did you use to form this
goal?

What were the findings from the analysis
of this data?

How will the school evaluate the
progress of this goal?

CST; CAASP; CAHSEE;
Criterion Referenced Assessments
(Publisher &Teacher Generated);
AIMSweb RtI Assessment;
Transcripts;

Most of the students enrolled are credit
deficient and in danger of not graduating.

CST; CAASP; Criterion Referenced
Assessment (Publisher &Teacher
Generated); AIMSweb RtI
assessment;
Transcripts (Credit Completion);
Aeries.net (Graduation Progress
Profile)

STRATEGY: During 2015–16, the school will continue the school-wide math intervention program to address the math needs of struggling and
credit deficient students and English learners as measured by teacher, publisher and District benchmark assessments (weekly, monthly, quarterly,
annually).
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Cost and
Funding Source
Action/Date

Person(s) Responsible

Task/Date
(Itemize for
Each Source)

Update Academic Course
Syllabi (contracts) to
align with CCSS/Fall
2015

Classroom Math Teacher

Teachers meet and collaborate to update all courses.
(August/September 2015)

All teachers have a copy of each Academic Course
Syllabus (September 2015)

All Academic Course Syllabi posted online, and
modified as needed.(September 2015 and Ongoing)
Develop & Implement
Benchmarks and
Multiple Measures of
Instruction & Support,
including Speaking &
Listening
Skills/Ongoing

Classroom Math Teacher

Monitor Students at
Risk/Ongoing
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All classroom teachers maintain student portfolios
(Ongoing)

Student achievement and progress monitored by
Assignment Completion (Gradebook) including:
Projects; Presentations; Written and Online
Assessments; Oral Evaluation (Ongoing)

Progress Reports Sent Home (Quarterly and as needed)
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CAASP (Grade 11) and Science CST (Grade 10)
(April/May 2016)

Develop & Implement
Instruction Support/
Ongoing

Classroom Math Teacher, Teachers use a multi-tiered intervention modality
(Ongoing)
Resource Specialist,
Counselor,
Security Staff,
School Staff

Teachers have flexibility to implement assignment
adjustment, without compromising access to full
curriculum, to accommodate individual student needs
(Ongoing)
Teachers may refer students to an after-school
Tutorial Clinic; Students participate in an after-school
Attendance Recovery via Tutorial Clinic (September
2015-May 2016)
Resource Specialist Teacher provides general education
teachers with the passport of accommodations and
eligibility for students with IEPs. (Upon Enrollment)
Counselor (oversees 504 Program) provides general
education teachers with the passport of accommodations
and eligibility for 504 students. (Upon enrollment)
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Provide additional
intervention support in
the classroom/
October 2015-May
2016)

Integrate technology
into teaching and
learning
practices/Ongoing

Intervention Support
Staff 10/01/15-5/22/16

Intervention teacher provides additional academic
$1,714progress support for all struggling students, including
Supplemental
ELL, via one-on-one & small group instruction (1 period Grant
a day/2 days a week)
$ 693 ELL
Intervention

Math Classroom Teacher, Teacher utilizes technology for student support and
engagement (Ongoing)
School Staff,
Technology Staff
Additional implementation of technology based
instruction, assessment and communication: Math Pilot
Program; Minimum four student CPUs per Classroom; ,
Chrome Books; BYOD (Bring Your Own Device for
students); laptops; LCD projectors; Teacher IPADS;
School website; Aeries.net Portal; Email
Communication; Eblasts (Ongoing)

Demonstration of CAASP Lessons for CCSS Project
Based Math Assessments (April/May 2016)
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Purchase Classroom Texts Educational Services
& Materials/
Department
Fall 2015
Additional
Support/Ongoing

South Bay Children’s
Health CenterOutlook & Peer
Mediation Counselor,
School Psychologist,
Thelma McMillen
Center,

Piloting a new textbook adoption for Algebra 1,
Geometry and Algebra 2 (2015-2016)

Outlook Counselor provides individual counseling,
upon referral (Friday mornings, September 2015 -May
2016)

Outlook Counselor oversees three 8-week Peer
Mediation Group sessions(Fridays at 12:20, September
2015-May 2016))

SoCal ROC
School Psychologist on site once a week and on-call, as
needed (September 2015-June 2016)
Thelma McMillen Center Staff makes a parent
presentation (September 2015), provides resource
materials and assists families upon referral (Ongoing)

SoCal ROC provides student orientation (August 2015)
and is on site to provide support to students enrolled
in/interested in SoCal ROC programs (Tuesday
mornings/weekly)
Professional Development
&
Collaboration/

Classroom Teachers,
Counselor, Principal,
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from other secondary schools, for instruction and
material development and collaboration. (August 2015;
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Ongoing

Educational Services
Staff

January 2016; Ongoing)

Staff participation in Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment
(CIA) Meetings, with department colleagues from other
secondary schools. (2013-2015)
ELA & Math (6 times a year)
Social Science (3 times a year)
Science (4 times a year);
Visual Performing Arts (VPA) (3 times a year)
Special Education (3 times a year, plus integration into
curricular area CIA meetings)

Secondary collaboration meetings (Ongoing as needed
and/or scheduled)

Grades TK-12 Principal Meetings (Twice a month)

Leadership Meetings (Eight times a year)

Career Technology Education (CTE) meetings (Four
times a year)

Curriculum and Guidance Meetings (Monthly October
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2015 - May 2016)

Informal Staff Collaboration and Formal Staff
Meetings/Professional Development;
Faculty Advisory Committee; Aeries. Net; School
Website, Email blasts & Other Communiques; Staff
Weekly Bulletins (Ongoing)

All certificated staff are Professional Members in
California Continuation Education Association (CCEA)
(September 2015)

Certificated staff attends regular California Continuation
Education Association (CCEA) District VII Meetings
(Rotating basis - Six times a year)

Certificated Staff attends CCEA State Conference, as
desired (May 2016)
Parent Engagement,
Student Engagement &
Communication/
Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
School Staff,
Principal

Principal conducts an in-depth Intake Conference with
each family, and each family is given a Student/Parent
Handbook, which is also posted on line) (Upon
Enrollment)

Each family receives a personal phone call inviting the
family to Back To School Night (September 2015)
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Continued Implementation of:
Aeries.net Portal; School Website; Email Information
Blasts; Newsletters (Fall/Winter/Spring); Principal
Updates; Email and Telephone School/Home
Communication; Twitter; Parent Advisory Committee;
SSTs; IEPs; 504s (Ongoing)

Parent/Student Teacher Conferences (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent); Progress Reports sent
home (quarterly for all students), Weekly and/or Daily
Assignment Reports for students (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent)

Upon Course Completion: Post Card mailed home,
stating grade & credit earned, and Transcript is
immediately updated. Student receives raffle tickets for
end-of-quarter Credit Completion Raffle and stars
he/she puts on Credit Progress Star Chart. (Ongoing)

Student Recognition letters are mailed home for Student
of the Month and Perfect Attendance (Ongoing)
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Form A: Planned Improvements in Student Performance

The School Site Council has analyzed the academic performance of all student groups and has considered the effectiveness of key
elements of the instructional program for students failing to meet academic performance index and adequate yearly progress growth
targets. As a result, it has adopted the following school goals, related actions, and expenditures to raise the academic performance of
students not yet meeting state standards:
LCAP GOAL: 3 – Provide a school environment which fosters physical and emotional security, encourages community involvement,
and focuses the school climate on creating opportunities for student engagement.

Engagement
State Priority 3: Parental Involvement
State Priority 5: Student Engagement – attendance rates, dropout rates, graduation rates, and academic intervention options
State Priority 6: School Climate – discipline, suspension rates, expulsion rates, dropout rate, California Healthy Kids Survey
data, and behavioral intervention option.

SCHOOL GOAL 4: 100% of parents and students will be activated on Aeries.net and 90% will demonstrate active usage on Aeries.net and 100%
of students will be activated on Naviance and 90% will demonstrate active usage.

What data did you use to form this
goal?

What were the findings from the analysis
of this data?

How will the school evaluate the
progress of this goal?

Enrollment data

Not all parents and students are activated
and using the programs

Naviance and Aeries.net records

STRATEGY: During 2015–16, the school will continue to implement Aeries.net, Naviance, School Website, and other communiqués to keep
parents, students and community members informed as to school activities, as well as to ensure parents and students have access, and are able to
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monitor, their individual records. College tours and assemblies will provide students with awareness of post-secondary opportunities.

Cost and
Funding Source
Action/Date

Person(s) Responsible

Task/Date
(Itemize for
Each Source)

90% Attendance
Recovery/Ongoing

100 % Seniors
Graduate/June 2015

Classroom Teachers,
Counselor; Security
Staff; Principal; School
Staff

Students attend Tutorial Clinic to make up attendance
for any periods or days missed (Ongoing)

Classroom Teachers,
Principal, School Staff

Teachers will ensure that students work on credit
completion until they meet the graduation requirements
(Ongoing)

Teachers provide weekly updates of status for each
enrolled class through Gradebook on Aeries.net.
(September-June)

Students and parents monitor graduation progress and
credits via Aeries.net. (September-June)

Office Manager provides an Academic Progress Master
Grid (Monthly)
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Principal provides a weekly analysis, for senior students,
of remaining courses to be completed (Second
Semester)

Student Engagement/
Ongoing

Counselor, Associated
Student Body, School
Staff, Community
Organizations

Principal, counselor and teachers maintain an “Open
Door” policy for all stakeholders.

Maintain Parent/Student Resource Center (Ongoing)

Counselor conducts ASB Elections and oversees
selection of Rancho del Mar Student Member of the
Board of Education (October 2015)

Counselor oversees ASB Projects (i.e. Rainbow
Services, Inc. Collection- December 2015; “Cards For
Soldiers”- December 2015); Community Helpline phone
book delivery- February 2016)

Counselor arranges for student assemblies and
workshops such as: Teen Panel Workshop (October
2015); UCLA Women’s Health Center
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(November/December 2015); “Advantages of a
Community College” (February 2016); Go The Distance
Character Development (Spring 2016).

Students participate in activities such as: Capitol Comes
to Campus (assemblies with elected officials and
representatives); Leadership Workshops - California
Association of Student Leaders. (2015-2016)

Students may participate in dances, activities,
workshops, after school clubs and non-CIF activities,
and enroll in courses not offered at Rancho del Mar, at
the traditional high schools. (Ongoing)

Student Recognitions include: Birthdays; Student of the
Month; Perfect Attendance; Scholarship Awards; Senior
Recognitions; CCEA Awards Ceremony; CCEA Essay
Awards; CCEA Art Awards (Ongoing)

Student/Staff Field Days (At least 3 a year, weather
contingent)
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Post-Secondary
Awareness/Fall 2015 &
Ongoing

Counselor

Maintain College Career Center (Ongoing)

Collaborate with Directors of College Career Centers at
traditional high schools (Ongoing)

Publish Naviance and post-secondary Information in
Student/Parent Handbook (August 2015)

Ensure all students are activated on Naviance and
instruct students on use of Naviance (October 2015)

Send College Career Awareness email blasts and other
communication (Ongoing)

Provide guidance counseling for students and parents
(Ongoing)

Provide guidance counseling for transition to postsecondary opportunities (Ongoing)

Organize and supervise College Field Trips to
institutions such as: El Camino Community College;
Los Angeles Harbor College; California State
University Dominguez Hills, Long Beach City College
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(Fall 2015 and Spring 2016)

Positive School
Culture/Ongoing

ASB, School Staff,
Lomita Sheriff Dept.,
Community
Organizations,
PVHS/PVPHS
Administrators and
Activities Director,
South Bay Children’s
Health Center,
School Psychologist;
SoCal ROC

Schedule events such as: Halloween; Student/Faculty
BBQ; Field Days, ASB Dress Up Days (i.e. Crazy Hair;
Pajama Day; Decades Day);
College Tours; Assemblies (Ongoing)

Student Recognitions include: Birthdays; Student of the
Month; Perfect Attendance; Scholarship Awards; Senior
Recognitions; CCEA Awards Ceremony; CCEA Essay
Awards;
CCEA Art awards (Ongoing)
Students are encouraged to participate in Student and the
Law (September 2015-May 2016), SoCal ROC and Peer
Mediation (September 2015-May 2016)

Outlook Counseling is provided for at-risk students
(September 2015-May 2016).

The school psychologist provides DIS counseling for
identified students (September 2015-May 2016)
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The Thelma McMillen Center provided resources for
parents at an assembly (September 2015) and is an
ongoing referral resource.

Students participate in activities such as: Capitol Comes
to Campus(assemblies with elected officials and
representatives); Leadership Workshops - California
Association of Student Leaders, may participate in
dances, activities, workshops, after school clubs and
non-CIF activities at the traditional high schools and
take courses not offered at Rancho del Mar. (Ongoing)

Principal recognizes the teachers and staff on their
birthdays on “Day of the Teacher” and on
“Administrative Professionals Day”. Staff recognizes
principal on “Boss’ Day”. Teachers and staff are eligible
for CCEA Recognition Awards (Ongoing)

Maintain Parent/Student Resource Center (Ongoing)
Opportunities for Parent
& Community
Engagement/ Ongoing

Classroom Teachers,
Principal, School Staff,
Traditional School
College Career center
Staff

Principal conducts an in-depth Intake Conference with
each family, and each family is given a Student/Parent
Handbook, which is also posted on line (Upon
Enrollment)

Each family receives a personal phone call inviting the
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Organizations and
entities such as:

family to Back To School Night (September 2015)

Lomita Sheriff Dept.;

Principal, counselor and teachers maintain an “Open
Door” policy for all stakeholders. (Ongoing)

South Bay Children’s
Health Center;
Peninsula Education
Foundation;

Maintain Parent/Student Resource Center (Ongoing)

Palos Verdes Library
District; Palos Verdes
Sunset Rotary Club;

Continued Implementation of:

Community Helpline;
Rainbow Services, Inc.;
Additional Community
Organizations

Aeries.net Portal; School Website; Email Information
Blasts; Newsletters (Fall/Winter/Spring); Principal
Updates; Email and Telephone School/Home
Communication; Twitter; Parent Advisory Committee;
SSTs; IEPs; 504s (Ongoing)

Parent/Student Teacher Conferences (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent); Progress Reports sent
home (quarterly for all students), Weekly and/or Daily
Assignment Reports for students (as needed and/or
requested by staff or parent)

Upon Course Completion: Post Card mailed home,
stating grade & credit earned, and Transcript is
immediately. Student receives raffle tickets for end-ofquarter Credit Completion Raffle and stars he/she puts
on Credit Progress Star Chart. (Ongoing)
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Student Recognition letters are mailed home for Student
of the Month and Perfect Attendance (Ongoing)

Parent University and other Parent Workshops
(Ongoing)

Partnership with: Peninsula Education Foundation
(financial support though community donations); Palos
Verdes Sunset Rotary Club
(Project EGO and Student Recognition Dinner);
Rainbow Shelter (ASB Project); Community Helpline
(ASB Project);Scholarship Awards from assorted
community organizations (Spring 2016)

Students are encouraged to participate in Student and the
Law (September 2015-May 2016), SoCal ROC and Peer
Mediation (September 2015-May 2016); College Tours
(Fall 2015 and Spring 2016) ; Assemblies (Ongoing)

Outlook Counseling is provided for at-risk students
(September 2015-May 2016).

The school psychologist provides DIS counseling for
identified students (September 2015-May 2016)
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The Thelma McMillen Center provided resources for
parents at an assembly (September 2015) and is an
ongoing referral resource.

Rancho del Mar High School– SPSA – 2015-16

168

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Form F: Budget Planning Tool –Version 2.2 (revised)
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SPSA Form F: Budget Planning Tool
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SPSA Form F: Budget Planning Tool
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Rancho Del Mar
2015-2016 Budget
Preliminary

2015-2016

2014-2015
Carryover

Current
Operating
Budget

less Period 1 Period 1
Encumbrance/
Expense

Ending
Balance

Program

Account

Photocopy Machine•

01.3-22000.0-32000-27000-5610-0460000

4,313.00

0.00

4,313.00

0.00

4,313.00

Custodial Supplies*

01.1-00000.0-00000-82100-4310-0460600

1,785.00

0.00

1,765.00

0.00

1,785.00

Site Discretionary

01.1-00000.0-11100-10000-xxxx-0460010

4,542.00

0.00

4,542.00

0.00

4,542.00

Other Gilt

01.1-00000.0-11100-10000-xxxx-0460030

0.00

11,676.00

11,676.00

0.00

11,676.00

0.00

2,961.00

2,961.00

0.00

2,961.00

Budget

Class Materials Donation 01.1-00000.0-11100—10000-4390-0460040
Printing-Parcel Tax

01.1-00500.0-11100-10810-5820-0460010

395.00

0.00

395.00

0.00

395.00

Supplemental Grant

01.1-01100.0-11100-10100-xxxx-0460010

3,429.00

0.00

3,429.00

0.00

3,429.00

ELL Intervention

01.1-07090.0-11100-10100-xxxx-0460010

1,386.00

0.00

1,386.00

0.00

1,386.00

Confidence Foundation

01.3-90860.0-11100-10000-xxxx-0460010

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

PEF Site Grant

01.3-90840.0-11100-10000-xxxx-0460010

6,500.00

0.00

8,500.00

0.00

8,500.00

38,987.00

0.00

38,987.00

24,350.00
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E. Parent/Community Questionnaire/Interviews (Page 195)
F. Student Questionnaire/Interviews (Page 228)
G. WASC March 2013 Mid-Cycle Visiting Committee Report (Page 260)
H. Glossary of Terms (Page 266)
I. Student/Parent Handbook (Page 268)

173

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

APPENDIX A
PALOS VERDES PENINSULA
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
VISON STATEMENT AND
DISTRICT GOALS
2015-2016
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Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District
District Vision Statement and Goals

Vision Statement
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District will continue to
develop the whole child to thrive in a globally competitive age and
enhance student achievement by providing a dynamic learning
community in a rigorous academic environment.

Goal #1:
Create a culture of improvement through purposeful innovation and adherence to best practices.
Implement efficient and consistent professional development for all employees utilizing traditional and
creative methods.
Goal #2:
Maximize the potential of all students by recognizing their individual strengths and talents. Create an
academic program for students to best prepare for post-secondary education and careers.
Goal #3:
Systematically assess the strength of our programs using internal and external measurements.
Goal #4:
Promote safe, healthy and affective environments for students, emphasizing social and emotional wellbeing, kindness, digital citizenship, and honesty.
Goal #5:
Utilize multi-year financial plans to guide and influence decisions.
Goal #6:
Enhance communication and collaboration between and among District staff, students, parents, Board of
Education and community.
Goal #7:
Produce fiscally responsible long term strategic plans to enhance facilities, technology, and support
services.
Goal #8:
Attract and retain students and families to the District.
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APPENDIX B

LOCAL CONTROL ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN
(LCAP)
2015-2016
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Local Control
Accountability Plan
Development
---------- * ----------Stakeholder Engagement Process
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Local Control Funding Formula &
Local Control Accountability Plan
---------- * ----------Allocation Expenditure Process
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APPENDIX C

2015-2016 CALENDAR

BELL SCHEDULE

CAMPUS MAP

GENERAL TIME LINE OF SELF-STUDY
PROCESS
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Students are expected to be at school no later than 8:25 am.
Attendance is an important key in ensuring that students complete the credits
required to graduate. The first bell rings at 8:25am and the tardy bell rings at 8:30am.
Rancho del Mar goes by the school clock. Some cell phones may be 2-3 minutes
different than the Rancho del Mar school clock, so students should adjust their arrival
time accordingly to be in class at 8:25am. A good target time is to arrive at school no
later than 8:15am. The office complex is open at 7:00am for students who need to be
dropped off early. If you have specific drop off/pick up concerns, please contact the
school office.
The asterisk (*) below denotes the times the school
bell rings.
The double asterisk (**) denotes the 6th period Tutorial Clinic/Attendance
Recovery/Independent Study Appointment time, scheduled Monday through Friday,
from 12:10 - 1:00 P.M. Teachers refer students who are not progressing to stay after
school for additional support. Attendance Recovery takes place during Tutorial Clinic
and Independent Study Appointments are scheduled during this time.
Warning Bell

8:25 A.M.*

Period One

8:30* – 9:15 A.M.

Period Two

9:15* – 9:55 A.M.

Nutrition Break

9:55* – 10:10 A.M.

Period Three

10:10* – 10:50 A.M.

Period Four

10:50* – 11:30 A.M.

Period Five

11:30* – 12:10 P.M.

Regular Dismissal

12:10* P.M.

Restroom Break

12:10 - 12:20 P.M.

Tutorial Clinic

12:20* – 1:00 P.M.
(Tutorial Clinic/Attendance Recovery/
Independent Study Appointments)**
1:00* P. M.

Final Dismissal
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Rancho del Mar High School
38 Crest Road West
Rolling Hills, CA 90274
310-377-6691, phone: 310-544-5526, fax
www.pvpusd.net
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Rancho del Mar High School
WASC 2015-2016 FOL
General Timeline –Self-Study Process
11/12/14

WASC Webinar

5/9/2015

WASC Training

5/1-3/15

CCEA State Conference

8/5/15

WASC FOL – two hour RDM Staff
Collaborative SelfStudy Development

8/12/15

WASC FOL – two hour RDM Staff
Collaborative SelfStudy Development

8/19/15

WASC FOL – two hour RDM Staff
Collaborative SelfStudy Development

8/27/15

District-based Professional Development

8/28/15

Site-based Professional Development

9/8/15-11/19/15
& 1/6/16-1/20/16
Development
(Tu/W/Th; 1:30-2:45)

RDM Staff Collaborative Self- Study
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APPENDIX D

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
UC APPROVED COURSE LIST
COURSE OFFERINGS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
(FAQ)
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I

II

All three high schools in the PVPUSD have the same graduation requirements.
220 credits
CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
(Each one-semester course is equal to 5 credits)
SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS
English – (Including ELD, 1, 2, & 3, and Reading/Writing Skills 1, 2, 3, 4)
English 1
English 2
English 3
English 4

40 credits
10 credits
10 credits
10 credits
10 credits

Mathematics
(Algebra 1 required)

20 credits

Science
Biological Science
Physical Science

20 credits
10 credits
10 credits

Social Science
World History, Culture, and Geography
United States History and Geography
American Government
Economics

30 credits
10 credits
10 credits
5 credits
5 credits

Physical Education

20 credits

Visual/Performing Arts (VPA) / World Language (WL) / Career Tech
Ed (CTE) Successful completion of one of the following patterns.
VPA
WL
CTE
Pattern 1:
5 credits
10 credits
5 credits
Pattern 2:
0 credits
10 credits
10 credits
Pattern 3:
10 credits
10 credits
0 credits
Pattern 4:
10 credits
0 credits
10 credits

20 credits

Electives

70 credits
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English/Language Arts
English 1*
English 2*
English 3*
English 4*
Creative Writing*
Journalism* 1(semester): 2, 3, 4
Mythology*
Public Speaking*
Reading & Writing Skills 1, 2, 3, 4
Shakespeare*

Career Tech Ed
Computer Applications
Office Assistant
SoCal ROC
Survival of Singles A & B
Work Experience Education

Visual/Performing Arts & Career Tech Ed
Graphic Design* A & B
Ceramics* 1, 2, 3,4
Creative Art
Drawing and Painting* 1 & 2
Interior Design
Interior Visual/Design*
Music Appreciation* A & B
Sculpture* 1, 2
Printmaking* A & B
Mathematics
Algebra 1*
Algebra 1B*
Essentials of Algebra A & B
Geometry*
Geometry MCR*
Algebra 2*
Algebra 2 MCR*
Functions/Trigonometry/Statistics*
Trigonometry*
Statistical Analysis*
Pre-Calculus*
Calculus* A & B
Asterisk (*) indicates UC approved course. RDM
students may take a course at PVPHS or PVHS provided
that the course is not offered at RDM and counselor &
administrator permission is granted from both schools.
Online courses require a specific approval form.
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Science
Life Science
Biology*
Applied Physical Science
Earth Science*
Physics*
Chemistry*
Social Science
World History*
U.S. History*
American Government*
Economics*
Psychology*
Sociology*
Comparative Religions*

Other
Health Education
Leadership
Peer Mediation and Teen Crisis
Physical Education
Project EGO
Student and the Law
Study Skills
Study Skills-English
Study Skills-Math
Teacher’s Assistant
Teen Court

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

COMMUNITY COLLEGE COURSES
Currently enrolled high school students who want to take a course at a site other than Rancho del
Mar High School must have the approval of the school counselor. Each 3-unit approved course
transfers to high school as 10 credits.
Los Angeles Harbor College and El Camino Community College offer courses during the
school year and summer. Students who plan to use college work for high school credit must file
the appropriate form with the school counselor and receive prior approval. College work for high
school credit is not intended to duplicate courses available at the high school. Transcripts
received by the high school from other WASC accredited schools and colleges become part of the
permanent high school transcript.
Community college enrollment is open to:
 high school graduates
 individuals over 18 years of age who can profit by college instruction
 students who have passed the California High School Proficiency Examination
 students who have completed their sophomore year of high school and who are
recommended by their counselor to enroll in a maximum of six units.
Students planning to transfer from a community college to a four year college or university are
encouraged to consult the counselor at the community college regarding which specific lower
division courses should be taken in order to transfer. Students are also encouraged to refer to
the official catalog of the college or university for comprehensive information about the
school's admission of transfer students.

PROJECT EGO (Exploring Growth Opportunities)
Project EGO is a special community-based program for high school seniors who will benefit from a
motivational enrichment program geared to start them thinking about career direction and life after
high school. Project Ego was conceived by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Education
Foundation and is sponsored by the Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club and the Norris Foundation in
cooperation with the PVPUSD.
Students are required to attend twenty semi-monthly evening seminars conducted by community
business professionals and psychology interns. The seminars cover subjects such as "The
Responsibilities of Being 18," finance, career direction, self-image, job applications and
interviews, goal setting, etc.
Participating students may earn up to 10 credits per year. Students are eligible for the Project EGO
program based on the counselor's or principal's recommendation. Applications are available from
the school counselor. Pending space availability, juniors may be permitted to enroll. A scholarship
awards banquet is held at the conclusion of the program.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL CENTER (SoCal ROC)
2300 Crenshaw Blvd. Torrance, CA 90591 (310-224-4200: www.socalroc.com)
SoCal ROC is a state funded public educational program that prepares students for employment
and provides career technical education and career guidance. The Center is governed by a Joint
Powers Agreement with local school districts, is WASC accredited and all teachers possess a
valid California Teaching Credential in Designated Subjects.
High school students attend free-of-charge. Bus transportation to and from high schools is
provided. Students earn credits toward the high school diploma and SoCal ROC issues a
Certificate of Proficiency at completion of training.
Samples of programs offered include: Animal Care; Horticulture and Floral Design; Arts and
Graphic Design; Business and Computer Technology; Medical Assisting; Retail Occupations
(Hotel Management; Banking; Cosmetology); Automotive Programs; Engineering, Welding and
HVAC….and more!
The program is open to all high school juniors and seniors in participating districts. Sophomores
may enroll with special approval. See the Rancho del Mar Counselor for more information and
for enrollment forms, schedules and catalogues.
WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
Students gain practical experience in a variety of occupations in industry, business and
professions through employment at a job approved by the Work Experience Coordinator and
school counselor. Under the provisions of the program, the student receives related classroom
instruction/counseling and a minimum of two on-site contacts by the Coordinator or Counselor
each semester. Students, with approved jobs, may enroll in the Work Experience program and
earn a grade and school credit for work and related instruction assignments. Transportation is the
responsibility of the student.
To ENTER the program, the student must
To CONTINUE in the program, the student must
 have a qualified job approved by the work
 maintain regular attendance at school and work
experience coordinator and school counselor
 continue satisfactory achievement in academic
 be at least 11th or 12th grade
work
 have parental or guardian approval in writing

maintain satisfactory citizenship records
 plan a program schedule to meet program
 meet assignment deadlines and fulfill program
requirements
requirements.
 submit signed job papers to the work experience
coordinator.
Credit is allocated as follows:
10 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 5 credits per semester
20 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 10 credits per semester
Up to forty (40) credits, no more than 10 a semester, may be applied toward the total graduation
credit requirement. Consult with the school counselor regarding restrictions that may apply to this
40 credit maximum.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Rancho del Mar is a WASC accredited, free public continuation high school available to 16-18
year old high school student residents within the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School
District. The school provides a structured, yet flexible, individualized alternative setting designed
to meet each student’s academic needs and the opportunity to earn a high school diploma. The
non-competitive, no-fail atmosphere promotes individual achievement and self-responsibility,
and develops self-esteem.
Q. What are indicators that a student may be in danger of not earning a high school diploma?
How would someone know if a student should be referred to Rancho del Mar?
A. The student fits one or more of the following indicators:
1. Sophomores
a) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 90 credits.
b) At the end of the sophomore year (June) the student has less than 120 credits.
2. Juniors
a) At the beginning of the junior year (September) the student has less than 120
credits.
b) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 145 credits.
c) At the end of the junior year (June) the student has less than 170 credits.
3. Seniors
a) At the beginning of the senior year (September) the student has less than 170
credits.
b) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 195 credits.
4. Needs an individualized program and flexible schedule, or Independent Study, due to
recognized sports, entertainment, religious or authorized travel commitments.
5. Needs an individualized program in a smaller setting due to medical, emotional,
behavior issues or other issues.
6. Wants to graduate early.
7. Doesn't seem to fit in, or work well, on a traditional campus. May be a “loner” or
unhappy.
8. Chronic truant; Excessive absences or tardies; Cuts class regularly
9. At risk of becoming a drop-out or not graduating, or is at risk for any reason.
10. Other reasons.....
Q. Does a student have to be credit deficient or in crisis to attend Rancho del Mar?
A. No, some of our students have already met credit requirements. They just want a smaller
setting and an individualized program. Other students register because they want a course of
study which will lead to early graduation. In addition, through a modified Independent Studies
program, Rancho del Mar serves high school students who are unable to attend school
regularly due to a nationally recognized sport, entertainment or other authorized travel
commitment, or other extenuating circumstances.
Rancho del Mar FAQ
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Q. What courses does Rancho del Mar offer?
A. Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation in the PVPUSD. The courses are
approved by the Board of Education and textbooks are District adopted. Teachers have
developed an Academic Course Syllabus, aligned with the school goals and District/State
Standards, for each course. Each Academic Course Syllabus outlines course requirements,
assignments and deadlines. Just as at a traditional high school, students take five courses at
a time. Courses are taught by highly qualified, credentialed, high school teachers.
Q. How is a student able to make up failed or missing courses?
A. Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation throughout the year. At Rancho del
Mar, classes “labeled” as fall semester are offered in the spring as well as in the fall and
classes “labeled” as spring semester are offered in the fall as well as in the spring. By
comparison, a traditional high school offers fall semester classes only in the fall and spring
semester classes only in the spring.
Q. How can a student earn credits faster at Rancho del Mar than at a traditional high school?
A. Credits are earned through Academic Course Syllabus contract completion, not traditional
semester calendar deadlines.
Q. May a student take other courses, in addition to those offered at Rancho del Mar?
A. Many students take courses at SoCal ROC or a community college or online. Students may
also take a course not offered at Rancho del Mar (i.e. world language) online, or at one of the
traditional high schools, subject to authorization, outside of the Rancho del Mar school day.
Q. Is Rancho del Mar accredited?
A. Rancho del Mar is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC),
just like Palos Verdes Peninsula High School and Palos Verdes High School. The Rancho del
Mar diploma looks just like their diplomas. Only the school name and logo are different.
Q. What is the teacher-student ratio?
A. Rancho del Mar maintains a teacher-student ratio of 1:15 or less. Enrollment fluctuates during
the year as students enter and leave. Some students graduate early. Others transfer to a
traditional high school. The counselors and administration at the traditional high school
continually review student records, actions and needs to identify potential transfers. Rancho
del Mar serves some students temporarily until a final appropriate placement is identified, as
well as other students in their outside placement through a cooperative effort with the juvenile
authorities and facility counselors.
Q. What are the graduation requirements? Is there a graduation ceremony?
A. The graduation requirements at Rancho del Mar are 220 credits, identical to those at the
traditional high schools. Just as at the traditional high schools, Rancho del Mar has a Senior
Breakfast and a cap & gown graduation ceremony. Seniors may attend Grad Night at either
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School or Palos Verdes High School.
Q. Is a student able to continue his/her education after graduating from Rancho del Mar?
A. Most of our students continue their education by attending community college and then
transferring to a four-year institution. Some directly enter a four-year college. Others enter the
military or the job market.
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Q. At what time of the year may a student enroll at Rancho del Mar?
A. Rancho del Mar accepts students at any time throughout the school year. Close to the end of
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters, the intake period may be modified. Once the 4 th quarter is
underway students are not accepted, except in extenuating circumstances.
Q. What is the procedure for referral?
A. The Rancho del Mar staff works in close cooperation with the traditional high school staff.
The following is the usual procedure, although parents may call directly.
1. The traditional high school counselor, administrator or teacher notifies the Rancho del
Mar principal of a potential student.
2. The Rancho del Mar principal reviews the following: Student Profile; Transcript;
Grades; Graduation Progress Report; Attendance Record; Discipline Record (if one);
Obligations (if any)
3. The Rancho del Mar principal sets up a pre-admission Intake Conference with the
student and at least one parent. (See below for conference details.) If the student has
an active IEP, a Change of Placement IEP meeting will also be scheduled. If the timing
works, the two meetings may be combined.
4. After the conference, the Rancho del Mar principal requests formal transfer of the
student and Cumulative/IEP records from the sending school.
Note: When appropriate, the Rancho del Mar principal may attend Student Study Team,
IEP or disciplinary meetings at the traditional high school to assist with program
development, placement and student options.
Q. What happens during the pre-admission Intake Conference?
A. The Rancho del Mar principal personally spends 1 to 2 hours with each student and parent
in a pre-admission Intake Conference to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education strategies,
program, rules and policies, as well as student goals. The student’s records (transcript,
grades, graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are reviewed and a course of study,
which will lead to a high school diploma is planned. The student and parent receive a copy of
the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the student’s first day, he/she meets with the counselor to
discuss courses, requirements, post-secondary options and take a tour of the campus.
Q. Is a student permitted to return to a traditional high school?
A. Students who have attended Rancho del Mar a minimum of one (1) full semester, have
completed required courses and credits, have passed both portions of the CAHSEE,
have good attendance and no disciplinary problems may request a return to a traditional
high school at the semester break. The transfer is subject to a positive recommendation from
the Rancho del Mar principal and acceptance by the receiving high school administration. (See
Transfer Policy in this Handbook.)
Q. What about extra-curricular activities?
A. The students at Rancho del Mar are welcome to attend sports events, dances, proms and
student activities offered by the traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar elects an Associated
Student Body (ASB) president and two representatives. The ASB hosts several specific
Rancho del Mar student activities and plans several community service projects.
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APPENDIX E

PARENT SURVEY
2015-2016

Rancho del Mar FAQ

197

Updated 6/2015

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Q1 My son/daughter has attended Rancho
del Mar High School for:

less than 6
months

about 6 months

about 1 year

over 1 year

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

less than 6 months

50.00%

14

about 6 months

7.14%

2

about 1 year

7.14%

2

over 1 year

35.71%

10

Total

28
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Q2 I have been given access to Aeries.net,
the online parent/student portal to stay
informed as to my son/daughter’s progress
toward graduation.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree

66.67%

18

agree

25.93%

7

disagree

0.00%

0

strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

7.41%

2

Total

27
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Q3 Rancho del Mar does a good job of
communicating its goals, objectives and
needs to parents and the community. (i.e.
Student/Parent Handbook; School
Newsletter; Aeries.Net; School Website;
Calls/Emails)

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Responses

strongly agree

92.86%

26

agree

7.14%

2

disagree

0.00%

0

strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

0.00%

0

Total

28
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Q4 School rules and expectations for
behavior and attendance are made clear to
students and parents.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree

88.89%

24

agree

11.11%

3
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0.00%

0

strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

0.00%

0

Total

27
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Q5 Parents are informed of absences in a
timely manner.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree

82.14%

23

agree

14.29%

4

disagree

0.00%

0

strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

3.57%

1

Total

28
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Q6 The consequences for violation of
school rules by students are consistently
and fairly administered.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

strongly agree

53.57%

15

agree

17.86%

5

disagree

0.00%

0

strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

28.57%

8

Total

28
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Q7 My son/daughter is assigned to courses
that are appropriate for his/her expected
level of performance.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree
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3.57%

1

Total

28
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Q8 My son/daughter feels the path of
courses he/she is taking will enable him/her
to earn a high school diploma.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree

78.57%

22

agree

21.43%
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strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

0.00%

0

Total

28
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Q9 Teachers at Rancho del Mar
communicate high expectations to
students.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree

64.29%
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7
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strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

10.71%

3

Total

28
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Q10 Students receive appropriate support
to help ensure academic success.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree
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agree
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9

disagree

0.00%
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strongly disagree

0.00%

0

don’t know

7.14%

2

Total

28
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Q11 Students experience a variety of
learning opportunities.
strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q12 Students have access to information
about opportunities after graduation such
as college or career options (i.e. Naviance
program)

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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14.29%
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Total

28
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Q13 My son/daughter has had regular
opportunities to discuss with the counselor
and/or teachers and/or principal his/her
educational plans and his/her progress
towards them.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q14 I feel my son/daughter is learning the
skills and acquiring the knowledge needed
to prepare him/her for the future.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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strongly agree
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7.14%

2

Total

28

211

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Q15 Rancho del Mar provides students with
adequate opportunities for vocational
exploration and career preparation skills.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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10.71%
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Total

28
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Q16 Students are provided assistance
regarding personal and social concerns.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q17 Students are provided counseling and
referral services regarding drugs, alcohol,
and tobacco. (i.e. Outlook Counseling; Peer
Mediation; Counselor’s resource materials)

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q18 I am satisfied with the counseling and
guidance services that have been provided
my son/daughter.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q19 When I have concerns, the principal,
counselor and teachers are willing to listen
to me.

strongly agree

agree

disagree

strongly
disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q20 The Rancho del Mar administration and
teaching staff have a positive attitude
toward students.

strongly agree
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disagree

don’t know
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Total
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Q21 The school is a clean and pleasant
place to learn.

strongly agree

agree
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disagree

don’t know
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Total

28
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Q22 Rancho del Mar is a safe campus.

strongly agree
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disagree

don’t know
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Total
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Q23 How would you rate the Pre-Admission
(Intake) Meeting and help you and your
son/daughter received when he/she entered
Rancho del Mar?

excellent

good

fair

poor

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

excellent

78.57%

22

good

21.43%

6

fair

0.00%

0

poor

0.00%

0

Total

28

220

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Q24 Each student’s personal and academic
problems are considered important by the
school staff.
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don’t know
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Q25 My son’s/daughter’s attitude toward
school has improved since enrolling at
Rancho del Mar.
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Q26 The school staff deals effectively with
cultural diversity and helps each student to
feel that he or she is welcomed and valued.
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Q27 Open communication characterizes the
interaction between the school staff,
parents, and the community.
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Q28 The school principal is providing
effective leadership for the school.
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Q29 Taking everything into consideration,
rate your child’s school.
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0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Answer Choices

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

excellent

75.00%

21

good

25.00%

7

fair

0.00%

0

poor

0.00%

0

Total

28

226

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

Q30 The best thing about Rancho del Mar
is:
Everything!! Principal, staff, teachers, academic environment, flexibility :)
10/1/2015 2:37 PM

They maintain me well informed.
9/30/2015 9:49 PM

The best part for me is that I am informed almost immediately when my child is tardy or absent.
9/30/2015 4:47 PM

Rancho Del Mar provides personal education to the child. Listens to problems, answers to questions and
responds to any issue promptly. Enhances self-esteem and work with student, teacher and family to achieve
ultimate goal. My son has improved 100 % since we transferred him to Rancho Del Mar. He feels empower to
achieve any goal, and also he looks forward to attend to school. His chrons disease has improved as well. He
is planning to graduate earlier and attend UCLA. I highly recommend this High school.
9/29/2015 8:09 PM

Self-paced with less unneeded pressure
9/29/2015 8:47 AM

My child is in control of her own success and can finish a course at her own pace.
9/29/2015 8:06 AM

Students are self-paced and staff keeps them motivated.
9/28/2015 5:37 PM

Very impresses with the energy and willing to help from Principal Rosemary, to counselor Kim and
Admin/secretary Elizabeth!
9/28/2015 3:59 PM

Small, caring staff.
9/28/2015 1:48 PM

Teacher's passion for their students
9/28/2015 11:51 AM

The attentiveness of its staff for the parent, as well as, for the student. Everyone there keeps the student
motivated to stay on track to continue their education and think about a future.
9/26/2015 5:48 AM

The students are allowed to complete the curriculum at their own pace.
9/24/2015 7:01 AM

My son challenges his instructors and the school accepts this and places the responsibility of graduation back
on my son. He is slowly learning accountability which can only benefit his future.
9/23/2015 12:53 PM

This is our child's first year and first month of school at RDM. Her attendance, willingness to do work, and
overall attitude towards school has improved tremendously at RDM.
9/22/2015 1:52 PM

The students have clearly defined attainable goals and spend their time at school doing their own work rather
than wasting time like they would in a typical high school classroom.
9/22/2015 12:41 AM

The way teacher encourage students to set goals and do their best
9/21/2015 9:46 PM

It allows my daughter to grasp concepts and learning so she can achieve her educational goals.
9/21/2015 8:12 PM

Staff.
9/21/2015 8:08 PM

The staff is encouraging and positive to those kids who attend who have lost their way and really need it.
9/21/2015 7:23 PM

Helping my child graduate
9/21/2015 6:27 PM

Inclusiveness and a nurturing environment where every child can succeed to the best of their abilities.
9/21/2015 6:13 PM

The Principal, the teachers and the staff and that students can truly move at their own individual pace.
9/21/2015 5:39 PM

Its size and ability to know the students.
9/21/2015 5:16 PM

It’s the right place for my Son right now.
9/21/2015 3:49 PM

Kids being able to learn at their own pace
9/21/2015 3:32 PM

The self-motivated study and emphasis on learning material as opposed to checking off progress on core
standards.
9/21/2015 3:11 PM

The positive attitude of the staff helps keep the kids motivated and pushing forward to graduation.
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Q31 What practical step(s) should be taken
to improve Rancho del Mar?
None
10/1/2015 2:37 PM

So far everything is fine.
9/30/2015 9:49 PM

N/A
9/30/2015 4:47 PM

I would recommend vendor machines for snacks purchases or snacks sells by students and money to be for
school findings. School needs Air conditioning in class for the summer. There are kids that suffer chronic
illness which heat could aggravate their condition. Also, school does not have a bus stop close to the school. It
would be helpful to make arrangements for that to happen.
9/29/2015 8:09 PM

Make it better known in the community
9/29/2015 8:06 AM

None. This is a great school
9/28/2015 5:37 PM

Don't have any comments here as we are new
9/28/2015 3:59 PM

Possibly more social events
9/28/2015 11:51 AM

I am not sure
9/23/2015 12:53 PM

I don't believe we have enough experience with the school to answer this at this time.
9/22/2015 1:52 PM

I have no suggestions for improvements. I have been both pleased and amazed at the education that my
daughter has received at Rancho. I'm only sorry we didn't find Rancho until her junior year. In my opinion, this
is the way high school should be. I wish I had been offered a high school like this when I was a student.
9/22/2015 12:41 AM

None
9/21/2015 9:46 PM

I think they are doing an exceptional job of educating my daughter. So far I cannot think of any improvements.
9/21/2015 8:12 PM

Nothing
9/21/2015 8:08 PM

I can't think of anything.
9/21/2015 6:27 PM

Offer foreign language on campus. Field trips to PV or Peninsula HS science labs for key hands on
experience.
9/21/2015 6:13 PM

School really works for my student -- maybe offer some honor/AP classes as well.
9/21/2015 5:39 PM

Have a P.E. class available.
9/21/2015 5:16 PM

None
9/21/2015 3:49 PM

I don't know enough about the school to give advice. We're still new
9/21/2015 3:32 PM

Better facilities.
9/21/2015 3:11 PM

I personally have seen no areas that are not working. I think this school is excellent in all areas while working
towards graduating for the students.
9/21/2015 2:37 PM

Get students involved in creating a useful garden space or keeping open spaces looking fresh and tidy.
9/21/2015 2:04 PM
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Q32 Additional Comments:
RDM has been a great fit for my girls :)
10/1/2015 2:37 PM

People who drive should be more careful when they pick up there son or daughter.
9/30/2015 9:49 PM

Mrs. Maltese and all the other staff members and of course Mrs. Humphrey have been everything a parent
could ask for, they have given me positive input for my child, and they like my child....no matter how many
times he messes up....they continue to have faith in him and give me hope to stay strong and supportive.
Thank You for All your Kindness and the effort you put in for him.
9/30/2015 4:47 PM

We are very thankful that my son is attending Rancho Del Mar. We wish his transfer was able to happen
sooner. He is a happy child and it is reflected in his grades and attendance. Rancho Del Mar provided him the
opportunity to be himself again and not be judge by his attendance due to his illness. Teachers took the time
to know him and work with him. I just want to thank all the teachers that made this happen.
9/29/2015 8:09 PM

This school has a private school feel in a public school setting and it's quite a hidden gem that we have been
lucky to discover in our community.
9/29/2015 8:06 AM

Please see #30
9/28/2015 3:59 PM

I haven't heard of or witnessed any disciplinary actions by the staff or teachers so I can't speak to Q#6 but I
imagine they treat all the students fairly.
9/22/2015 1:52 PM

Thank you for creating this truly educational institution as an alternative to the waste of time that typically
passes for high school these days.
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Q1 Grade:
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Total
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Q2 How long have you attended Rancho del
Mar High School?

less than 6
months

about 6 months

about 1 year

over 1 year
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Q3 Teachers at Rancho del Mar are
responsive to student needs.
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disagree
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Total
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Q4 Teachers at Rancho del Mar have
effective teaching methods.
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disagree
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Q5 Teachers use a variety of resources,
including technology, to help the students
succeed at appropriate levels.
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disagree
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Q6 The principal of Rancho del Mar is aware
of students’ progress.
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disagree
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Total
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Q7 Rancho del Mar’s counselor helps
students keep track of credits and the
classes they need to graduate.
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disagree
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Q8 The range of subjects taught at Rancho
del Mar meets my expectations.
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disagree
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Q9 School buildings and facilities are in
good condition and school grounds are well
maintained.
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strongly
disagree
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Q10 School rules and behavior are clearly
communicated to students.
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Q11 Students who violate school rules are
treated with fair and consistent
consequences.

strongly agree
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disagree
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Q12 Students know what community
resources and support services are
available to them.
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Q13 Students may have a conference with a
teacher, the counselor, or the principal
within a reasonable time.
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Q14 Students feel free to discuss their
concerns with the teachers, counselor, or
principal.
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Q15 The environment at Rancho del Mar
helps new students feel welcome.
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disagree
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Q16 Instructional techniques used by the
teachers at Rancho del Mar are:

excellent

good

average

below average

poor
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Q17 The principal, counselor and teachers,
help students understand the purpose and
value of the courses they are taking.
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Q18 Teachers give students enough
individual help with their classwork.

most teachers
do

some teachers
do

few teachers do
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Q19 Teachers are well involved with
students.

most teachers
are

some teachers
are

few teachers
are
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Q20 Do you feel the education you have
received at Rancho del Mar has helped
you?

yes

no
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Q21 The main things I expect Rancho del
Mar to do for me are: (Mark one or more)

make it
possible to ...

help in making
up deficient...

help in
preparing fo...

help in
getting alon...

help to go
back to...

0%

10%

20%

30%

Answer Choices

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Responses

make it possible to get a diploma

75.00%
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9

help in getting along with other people
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3

help to go back to traditional high school

25.00%

3

Total Respondents: 12
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Q22 Do you feel classwork contracts are:

too hard

about right

too easy
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Q23 Students are expected to meet
requirements and succeed at Rancho del
Mar.

strongly agree
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strongly
disagree
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Q24 Students at Rancho del Mar generally
respect one another, and their individual
differences.
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Q25 This school is a safe, pleasant place to
be.
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agree

disagree

strongly
disagree
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Q26 Rancho del Mar publicly recognizes
outstanding student achievement in
academics and citizenship.
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disagree
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Q27 The adults working at Rancho del Mar
treat students with respect.

strongly agree
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strongly
disagree
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Q28 My teachers would spend time after
school helping me if I asked.
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disagree
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Q29 The school is doing a good job of
preparing me to take my place in the world.
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strongly
disagree
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Q30 List the things you like best about
Rancho del Mar:
The people, faculty and the program itself is great
10/14/2015 9:04 AM

Environment, some teachers, individualized education, little stress, good preparation for college
10/7/2015 9:48 AM

Student’s ability to manage their own work at their own pace - teachers -administration
10/6/2015 12:34 PM

Dr. Sullivan is an exemplary educator, she is involved, caring, respectful, and more than qualified from a knowledge
standpoint to be a professor at a major university, let alone a secondary high school teacher. Mr. Gold provides
hands on attention to all students that seek out help and show initiative in completing their required course work. Mrs.
Driver is sweet, witty, kind, caring, brilliant, and extremely helpful; her ability to identify student's needs and address
them in an adequate manner before they even know they need the help is an extraordinary talent.
10/6/2015 11:19 AM

Making it easy to make up credits
10/6/2015 10:35 AM

The students are nice
10/5/2015 7:32 PM

It's comprehensive and you know the requirements for classes ahead of time
10/5/2015 5:19 PM

Less stressful, small class size, starts late and ends at 12
10/5/2015 4:05 PM

Clean bathroom
10/5/2015 2:36 PM

Working at my own pace
10/1/2015 5:37 PM

Q31 What do you feel are Rancho del Mar's
weaknesses?
I can't think of any
10/7/2015 1:27 PM

Comic Sans.
10/7/2015 9:48 AM

I don't know how long the information from the classes will be retained
10/6/2015 10:35 AM

Sometimes the staff doesn't know how to handle students who misbehave
10/5/2015 7:32 PM

Unmotivated students
Read 30's answer.

Q32 How do you like Rancho del Mar compared
to other schools you have attended?
Here, you can't cheat your way into getting the grade you want, you have to work for it.
10/14/2015 9:04 AM

Rancho del Mar is the best school I've attended so far. I really enjoy it here and I enjoy the smaller environment.
10/7/2015 1:27 PM

I love Rancho del Mar High School, PV was fun but I hated wasting hours upon hours just sitting in class hearing the
teachers talk about their own lives while we could have been working and getting things done.
10/6/2015 12:34 PM

i like it because less people and less school hours but enough time to get work done
10/6/2015 10:35 AM

It's less stressful
10/5/2015 7:32 PM

I like it I get more time to work with the teacher and learn what I need to
10/5/2015 5:19 PM

It's okay
10/5/2015 2:36 PM

Like
10/1/2015 5:37 PM
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Q33 For graduating seniors only: After high school, I plan to:
(choose one or more)
Answered: 11

Skipped: 2

enter a two
year college

enter a four
year college

enter a
vocational...

work full time

work part time

enlist in a
branch of th...
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18.18%
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work part time

18.18%

2

enlist in a branch of the military

9.09%

1

Total Respondents: 11
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INTRODUCTION:
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District operates ten elementary schools, three
intermediate schools and three high schools. Two of the high schools are traditional high schools. Rancho
del Mar High School is the District’s continuation high school. Comprising four refurbished buildings
situated in the city of Rolling Hills, Rancho del Mar was relocated to its present site in 1986 to provide
instructional services to high school students, ages sixteen to eighteen, who were unsuccessful in the
traditional high school setting. Prior to January 1986, the continuation program was conducted on the
campus of a traditional high school. The current campus is shared with the Adult Education program and
Beach Cities Learning Center, a non-public placement for students with special needs. The business offices
of Kids’ Corner/Teen Scene, Enrichment and Adult Education programs are also located at Rancho del
Mar. Rancho del Mar completed a full modernization in 2004. All classrooms, restrooms and facilities
conform to ADA requirements. Students receive instruction in four traditional classrooms and an art room.
Administrative offices are located in a separate refurbished building. In summer, 2012, the entire Rancho
del Mar campus underwent an upgraded plumbing project.
The Rancho del Mar staff consists of five certificated teachers, including a Resource Specialist, a
credentialed Dean/Counselor and a credentialed principal. Both the Dean/Counselor and the Principal
have classroom and administrative experience. In compliance with the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) all teachers teach in their credentialed area. The principal is also Director of
Recreation/Community Programs, including Kids’ Corner (elementary day care), Teen Scene
(intermediate day care), Enrichment (after school program) and Adult Education. Support staff includes:
office manager; para-educator; security officer: custodian; technology staff; nurse (on call); psychologist;
speech and language therapist; Outlook Counselor (substance abuse); Crisis Intervention Team (on call);
Response To Intervention (RTI) support staff (on call.
The “Open Enrollment” policy at Rancho del Mar allows for fluid enrollment all throughout the
year. Students may enter at any time. Students may graduate from Rancho del Mar High School, or if
caught up in credits and required courses, with good attendance and work habits, may transfer to a
traditional high school either at the semester break or at the end of the school year. Enrollment has
remained consistent for the past three years and ranges from 50 to 80 students, serving an average of about
one hundred students every year.
Rancho del Mar operates on the regular PVPUSD school calendar with one hundred and seventy-six
instructional days during the 2012-2013 school year. The regular school day begins with first period at
8:30 am and ends following fifth period at 12:10 p.m. Each day consists of five forty-minute periods,
except 1st period which has an additional 5 minutes. There is a fifteen-minute break between second and
third periods. A sixth, forty-minute, tutorial clinic period is offered Mondays through Thursdays for
attendance recovery and for students making insufficient progress or wishing to accelerate their progress.
Students are encouraged to participate in after-school programs such as: attending the regional
occupation classes at SoCalROC; having a job; taking a class at a community college or one of the
traditional high schools. Students also have the opportunity to take approved online for-fee courses. Any
student whose personal circumstances precludes regular daily attendance is eligible for enrollment in an
independent study program. The program is monitored by the principal and assigned teachers, to whom the
student must report on a weekly basis.
The courses offered at Rancho del Mar meet state and PVPUSD standards, and utilize the same
textbooks used at the traditional high schools.
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Graduation requirements at Rancho del Mar are identical to those at the District’s two traditional
high schools with a comparable graduation rate. Rancho del Mar graduated forty-two students in both June
2012 and June 2011, forty students in June 2010 and thirty-six students in both June, 2009 and June, 2008.
Additional students returned to traditional high school at the beginning of their senior year, or at the
semester break, to graduate. Several seniors who remained enrolled at the traditional high schools were
supported by the Rancho del Mar Independent Study program to enable them to graduate at their home
school. Results of the Graduate Survey indicate that the majority of Rancho del Mar’s graduates attend a
community college or four year university after graduation. Others attend a trade school, get a job or join
the military.
Students may enroll at Rancho del Mar at any time during the school year. The principal personally
conducts an Intake Conference with each incoming student and his/her parent/guardian. Rancho del Mar’s
education strategies, programs and policies are explained, along with a review of the Student-Parent
Handbook. The student’s transcript, graduation progress and attendance records are analyzed and a course
of study leading to a high school diploma is mapped out. The student and parent sign a contract which
details the importance of positive attendance, appropriate behavior and the priorities of academic
achievement. If the enrollee is a Student with Special Needs, a transition IEP is held.
The Dean/Counselor also meets with each student to discuss the student’s goals and post-secondary plans,
and to activate the student on Aeries.net (an on-line student/parent portal) and Naviance (an on-line college
and career guidance program). The Dean/Counselor reviews the student’s cumulative records, transfer
grades and test data, and works with the teaching staff to ascertain proper placement for the student. The
Dean/Counselor and/or principal personally meets with each student whenever she/he completes a course,
or as the need arises. Academic and attendance reports are mailed home quarterly.
Rancho Del Mar has garnered several recent recognitions. In Spring, 2011, Rancho del Mar High
School was again named by California Department of Education (CDE) as “Model Continuation High
School”.
Along with the other schools in the District, the Rancho del Mar staff is in the planning and
implementation stage of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), including incorporating 21st Century
Learning, increased technology based assignments and “Writing From Sources” into the classroom.
FOLLOW -UP PROCESS:
During the full self-study for the March 2010 WASC Visiting Committee, the stakeholders
identified several potential areas of improvement. The findings were reviewed during several staff meetings
and presented to the parent community at Back-To-School Night. With the input of staff, parents and
students, areas receiving top priority were targeted to be developed into school-wide action plans. Some
segments of the Action Plan could be, and were, implemented during the self-study. Others have been
implemented, or modified, throughout the years.
Following the WASC Visit of March 7 – 10, 2010, the Rancho del Mar Action Plan was updated to
include, or expand, activities incorporating the following suggestions from the Visiting Committee:
1. Expansion of the Rancho del Mar program
2. Additional staff development: Aeries.net Student/Parent portal; 21st Century Learning; Common
Core State Standards; Student Support (i.e. Revolution Test Preparation; Reading Assistant;
Naviance) and other areas as needed
265

Rancho del Mar High School ACS WASC/CDE Self-Study Report

3. Incorporate physical activity into the educational program
4. Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School
Review of the Action Plan, the Self-Study and recommendations of the WASC Visiting Team takes
place each year, and the Action Plan is modified as needed. As a result, the school has synthesized three
major goals and continues to monitor progress on each. Rancho del Mar’s certificated staff works together
as a committee at regular staff meetings to create, implement, monitor, evaluate and modify the school’s
Action Plan.

School Goal #1 – Improve Student Achievement in Curricular Areas
Addresses WASC 2010 Visiting Committee Suggestions:
1. Expansion of the Rancho del Mar program
2. Additional staff development: Aeries.net Student/Parent Portal; 21st Century Learning; Common
Core State Standards; Student Support (i.e. Revolution Test Preparation; Reading Assistant;
Naviance) and other areas as needed
3. Incorporate physical activity into the educational program
4. Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School

School Goal #2 – Improve Stakeholder Communication and Involvement Addresses
WASC 2010 Visiting Committee Suggestions:
1. Expansion of the Rancho del Mar program
2. Additional staff development: Aeries.net Student/Parent Portal; 21st Century Learning; Common
Core State Standards; Student Support (i.e. Revolution Test Preparation; Reading Assistant;
Naviance) and other areas as needed
3. Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School

School Goal #3 – Improve and Expand Student Post-Secondary Opportunities
Addresses WASC 2010 Visiting Committee Suggestions:
1. Expansion of the Rancho del Mar program
2. Additional staff development: Aeries.net Student/Parent Portal; 21st Century Learning; Common
Core State Standards; Student Support (i.e. Revolution Test Preparation; Reading Assistant;
Naviance) and other areas as needed
3. Publicity and outreach to expand awareness of Rancho del Mar High School
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
The Visiting Committee agrees with the goals stated in the revised and updated Action Plan which
represent a validation of the previous visits identified Strengths and Growth areas. This plan incorporates
school wide issues. Positive daily routines are easily observable. The program will continue to improve
student attendance, priorities of academic achievement, credit recovery, appropriate behavior modification,
emotional support, and preparedness for future endeavors.
The staff will examine academic performance and multiple methods of assessment, resulting in
understanding of both current and future accountability expectations.
Ongoing financial support from various sources, including the Peninsula Education Foundation,
will ensure sustainability and expansion of the various aspects of the program, including meeting the
criteria for Model Continuation High School status. Recent trainings (2012-2013) in both Crisis
Intervention and Response To Intervention (RTI) confirms the importance of maintaining these expanded
services and programs which meet the needs of identified students.
Updated Technology in both equipment, materials and staff development maintains a program that
continues to be current and informative, providing essential access for academic projects and transitioning
students, as well as important data to drive course offerings and instruction.
There is a high degree of caring and leadership among staff members. All students are engaged in
the learning process and feel successful in an environment that nurtures positive growth academically,
emotionally and socially. Acknowledgement, validation and celebration of student success adds to the
overall climate. Students emerge as Complex Thinkers. Academic Achievers, Responsible Citizens, and
Effective Communicators. Shared decision making is apparent.
The follow up process for the accomplishment of the school-wide action plan appears to be
appropriate and measureable. With strong District and community support, the school leadership team
facilitates and monitors student achievement
In summary, this exemplary program has implemented a valid and appropriate plan that emphasizes
student achievement and appropriate student behavior. The Visiting Team feels that student learning is
taking place in an atmosphere of ongoing improvement and growth. Rancho Del Mar High School should
continue to be commended for its flexible and varied offerings designed to meet student needs. Additional
differentiated coursework is available to all students within the District.
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Glossary of Terms


ADA – Average Daily Attendance



Aeries.net – Student/Parent Portal
(home/school communication/information
system)
API – Academic Performance Index
ASB – Associated Student Body
ASCA - American School Counselor
Association
ASVAB -Armed Services Vocational
Aptitude Battery
AUP – Acceptable User Policy (PVPUSD
Policy for computer and wifi access)
AYP – Adequate Yearly Progress
BTSA – Beginning Teacher Support and
Assessment
BYOD – Bring Your Own Device
CAASPP – California Assessment of
Student Performance and Progress
CASL – California Association of Student
Leaders
CCC – College Career Center
CCEA - California Continuing Education
Association
CCSS -Common Core State Standards
CELDT – California English Language
Development Test
CIA - Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment
CIPA – Children’s Internet Protection Act
CLAD - Cross-Cultural Language
Academic Development
CSEA – California School Employees
Association
CST – California Standards Test
CTE - Career Technical Education
DELAC - District English Learner
Advisory Committee
Edline – School Website
Edmodo – online communication app
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ELMO – document camera
ELL –English Language Learners
ERMHS - Educationally Related Mental
Health Services
ESEA – Elementary and Secondary
Education Act
ESLRs – Expected Schoolwide Learner
Results
FAPE – Free Appropriate Public
Education
LCAP – Local Control and Accountability
Plan
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
NAEA - National Art Educators
Association
NGSS – Next Generation Science
Standards
OneNote – An online resource
PAC – Principal’s Advisory Committee
PEF - Peninsula Education Foundation
Project EGO – Exploring Growth
Opportunities
PVFA – Palos Verdes Faculty Association
PVPUSD –Palos Verdes Peninsula
Unified School District
RDM – Rancho del Mar High School
RtI – Response to Intervention
SBAC – Smarter Balance Assessment
Consortium
SDAIE - Specially Designed Academic
Instruction in English
SEMS – Standardized Emergency
Management System
SoCal ROC - Southern California
Regional Occupation Center
SPSA – Single Plan for Student
Achievement
SST – Student Study Team
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At Rancho del Mar High School, it is believed...
all students are entitled to successful learning experiences.
a positive relationship between teachers and students creates an
environment in which students will become active learners.
a safe, clean and substance -free environment promotes
successful learning.
feelings of confidence and self-worth are by-products of a caring
and accepting school environment where each student can grow
academically, emotionally and socially at a self-directed pace.
instruction must be standards based and incorporate the varied
learning rates and styles of the students.
a close working relationship among home, school and community
through shared decision-making is essential and encouraged.
students will leave Rancho del Mar High School with the ability to
make positive choices, enabling them to realize their full
potentials as students, graduates, workers and citizens.
Rancho del Mar High School celebrates the success of each student!
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Dear Student and Parent,
Welcome to Rancho del Mar High School, a school where all students can be
successful.
Our goal is to provide each student with a structured, yet flexible, individualized
program of instruction which meets each student’s academic needs. The program is
designed to give each student the opportunity to achieve his or her highest potential
and earn a high school diploma. While our requirements for graduation are
identical to those of traditional high schools, our non-competitive, no-fail
atmosphere is less threatening and promotes personal achievement, selfresponsibility and self-esteem.
As in all education institutions, success is realized only when the student accepts
responsibility for his or her educational advancement. Regular attendance, selfdiscipline, self-direction and desire are the ingredients necessary for educational
achievement at Rancho del Mar High School.
We believe that our students are young adults and it is our intention to treat them as
such. In return, we expect each student to act in a mature manner dedicated to
achieving his/her educational goals, respectful of others and ready to comply with
rules and responsibilities at Rancho del Mar.
Always remember, the staff at this school is here for you. Never hesitate to discuss
your academic pursuits or problems with our counselor, a staff member or me.
Your time at Rancho del Mar should be rewarding and successful, but
remember……it's up to you!
Sincerely,

Rosemary Humphrey
Rosemary Humphrey, Principal
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In general, continuation education is available to students, aged 16 to 19, who would be more
successful in an alternative school setting or who wish to graduate early.
Rancho del Mar High School offers an alternative high school program, accredited by the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) for students who would benefit from an
individualized, no-fail, course of study.
The program at Rancho del Mar High School creates an educational environment which responds
to rapidly changing student needs, establishes a less competitive learning atmosphere, allows for
greater student-teacher contact, assists in the development of student self-esteem and provides
many opportunities for successful student experiences.
Students registered at Rancho del Mar High School program are required to meet the same
subject, credit, and competency requirements for graduation as students enrolled in the traditional
high school. To transfer to a traditional high school the student must have been enrolled at
Rancho del Mar High School for a minimum of one semester and have met the requirements
stated in the “Rancho del Mar Policy for Transfer to a Traditional High School” (see Table of
Contents).
Rancho del Mar High School has the distinct purpose of providing:
 opportunities for students to complete an individualized course of study leading to a high
school diploma.
 opportunities for students to participate in additional programs that address their
educational needs, such as: Work-experience; SoCal ROC enrollment; Project EGO;
community college.
 opportunities for students to benefit from guidance and counseling services designed to
meet their special and individual needs.
 opportunities for students to develop attitudes and skills that lead to becoming productive
and contributing members of society.
To register at Rancho del Mar High School, students must:
 be residents within the boundaries of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District, or
have an approved permit.
 be at least sixteen (16) years of age.
 request placement through the traditional high school counselor and associate principal.
 attend, along with the parent/guardian, a preadmission Intake Conference with the Rancho
del Mar High School principal.
 if a sophomore, be enrolled in an afternoon program approved by the principal (i.e.,
SoCal ROC, community college, etc.).
Rancho del Mar High School – 2015-2016 Handbook
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CCREDITATION (WASC)
Rancho del Mar High School is fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges (WASC), the official accrediting agency for schools in the western United States
and has been granted the maximum term of accreditation. Rancho del Mar has also been
named a Model Continuation High School by the California Department of Education.
REGISTRATION and ENROLLMENT
Students register at Rancho del Mar for a variety of reasons: credit or course
deficiency; smaller setting; individualized program; accelerated course of study; early
graduation; independent study; flexible school day, and more. Referral may be counselor,
parent or student initiated. Students must be residents within the boundaries of the Palos
Verdes Peninsula Unified School District, or have an approved permit, and must be at
least sixteen (16) years of age.
In accordance with Model School mandates, Rancho del Mar maintains a teacher-student ratio
of 1:15, or less. Rancho del Mar accepts students at any time throughout school year, although
close to the end of a quarter the registration period may be modified.
Each potential student and their parent/guardian must attend, a pre-admission Intake
Conference with the Rancho del Mar principal. Rancho del Mar’s education strategies,
program, rules and policies are presented. The student’s records (transcript, grades,
graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are reviewed, and the student’s goals are
discussed. A course of study, which will lead to a high school diploma, is planned. On the
student’s first day, he/she meets with the counselor to discuss courses, requirements, postsecondary plans and takes a tour of the campus. Registration paperwork is completed via the
Rancho del Mar website.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Our students range in age from 16 to 18 years, young men and women, therefore a
significant part of our curriculum is based upon developing self-responsibility. To ensure that
your student comes to school each day, self-prepared to complete academic work and achieve
credits, he/she should bring the materials listed below. If you are unwilling or unable to
provide materials, we do have a limited quantity of paper, pens and pencils at school.
Each student should be prepared by bringing the following school supplies each
day:
 Backpack
 A binder with dividers separating the 5 classes (assists students in organization.)
 White lined paper – 3 hole punched & college ruled
 #2 pencils with erasers
 Pens
 Simple calculator, labeled with student’s name (if taking a math course)
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school
office.
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ATTENDANCE and ABSENCES
The state no longer recognizes excused absences. The absence of a student from school has a
twofold effect upon the educational process. Each time a student is absent or tardy he/she loses
valuable educational time. The absence also impacts the school’s ability to provide quality
education. Per current legislation, schools are funded only for students in attendance. Rancho del
Mar loses $50 of funding each time a student misses school.
School begins at 8:25am. Regular Dismissal is 12:10pm. Final Dismissal is 1:00pm, or later, if
assigned to the Monday - Friday 6th Period attendance make up/tutorial clinic. Students are
expected to attend school every day, demonstrate a commitment to punctuality and attend all
assigned classes consistently and on time. Incentives are awarded for good attendance.
Students tardy to school must report to the school office before going to their classroom. Students
may not leave the school campus, once they arrive, without permission from the school office.
During a class period, students may not leave an assigned classroom without the specific
permission of the assigned teacher, and then only for a valid reason. Local Truancy Ordinances
(daytime curfew) are in effect. (See appendix for details.) Students with habitual absences or
tardies may be referred to the School Attendance Review Board (see below).
Attendance Make Up:
State law requires that Continuation High School students attend a minimum of 15 hours each
week. Rancho del Mar's class time computes to 16.6 hours per week, five daily classes.
Attendance is taken every class period. One day of absence computes to three class periods of
deficit attendance. Students with deficit attendance or not making adequate progress are
assigned to a 6th period tutorial and/or mandated to stay later until deficit attendance is made up
and/or assigned to Saturday School from 7:30-11:30am. Students who do not attend the minimum
number of hours required will not be allowed to graduate or transfer to a traditional high school
until all deficit hours are made up.
Student Illness/Absence Notification:
If a student is ill or will be late or absent for any other reason, the parent or guardian must call the
school office (310-377-6691, Ext. 278), no later than 8:25am the morning of the absence.
Students, who arrive at school after 8:30am must sign in at the office.
Parent Out-of-Town Notification:
Parents planning to be out of town must notify the Office before departure, and provide
temporary guardian information.
Independent Study - Short Term (Family Trips/College Visits/Medical Absences):
Parents may make arrangements for prearranged absences such as college visits and family trips
or medical absences of 5 days – 10 weeks duration. Contact the office for a "prearranged
absence form."
School Attendance Review Board (SARB):
SARB’s goal is to keep students in school to develop and implement strategies to improve a
student’s attendance, behavior and achievement. Students with habitual absences, cuts and
tardies may be referred to SARB. The student and parent attend a SARB meeting. They are
advised of California compulsory education laws and potential non-compliance consequences for
both student and parent. Solutions are discussed and a SARB contract is signed. If the SARB
contact is not followed, the student and parent are referred to the District Attorney.
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COURSE LOAD
Rancho del Mar High School offers all courses required for graduation in the PVPUSD on a
continuing basis throughout the school year. All courses and textbooks are aligned with
California State Standards and have been approved by the PVPUSD Board of Education.
Most courses are UC approved. Courses are taught by highly qualified, credentialed high
school teachers.

An Academic Course Syllabus, detailing all assignments and requirements has been developed
for each course. Each Academic Course Syllabus is available at school and posted on the
Rancho del Mar School Edline website.

Each student is enrolled in five courses at a time, same as at a traditional high school. However,
since each student’s program is specifically designed for that individual student, the grade and
credits earned for each course are immediately posted on the student’s transcript upon successful
completion of the requirements for that course. The student is then enrolled in another course.

Students enrolled at Rancho del Mar High School may take a course at a traditional high school, periods
zero, 5 or 6 at PVPHS, or periods zero, 3 or 6 at PVHS, provided that (a) the class is not offered at
Rancho del Mar and (b) counselor/administrator permission is granted from both schools.
Students wishing to take a course outside the PVPUSD must see the principal or counselor for
prior approval.

Although students may technically graduate at any time of the year by completing a minimum of
220 credits and all course requirements of the PVPUSD, all graduates are encouraged to
participate in the traditional cap & gown graduation diploma ceremony in June. There is no
maximum as to the number of credits a student may earn.

CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION (CAHSEE)
California state law mandates that all students, unless legally exempt, must pass the California
High School Exit Examination in order to receive a diploma. There are two tests: (1)
English/Language Arts (ELA), emphasizing reading and writing skills; (2) Mathematics (M).

The test will be administered to tenth grade students in March of every year. Students who do not
pass the test will be given remediation to improve their skills. A student who has not passed will
have two opportunities to pass the CAHSEE in their junior year and three opportunities during
their senior year. There may be additional opportunities to pass the CAHSEE after the senior year.
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GRADING POLICY - PROGRESS REPORTS – CONFERENCES
Credits and grades are earned through successful completion of the requirements of each
course’s Academic Course Syllabus, not traditional semester calendar deadlines. Each
student is in competition only with him/herself, not with other students. Grades are reported to
parents as soon as each course is completed. A transcript is mailed home quarterly.
Progress reports and/or conferences may also be requested.
Students at Rancho del Mar High School receive a final grade of "A," "B," or "C" on the basis of
academic achievement (2) individual effort and attitude (3) class attendance. Incentives
are awarded for good academic progress.

HOMEWORK
Homework is an extension of the work in the regular school program. Every student should
allow time for at least one hour of homework every day. Homework provides for practice,
review, makeup, reinforcement, and enrichment.
Due to the individualized structure of the Rancho del Mar program, students always have
homework in accordance with each course’s Academic Courses Syllabus. The amount of
homework a student does vary with individual study habits. Some students require more time to
complete assignments than do others.

TEXTBOOKS
Each student is issued a set of hard copy textbooks for home use. A class set of
textbooks is available for school day use. The textbook for a course must be returned before
credit for completing the course can be issued.
Students are responsible for the care and preservation of all textbooks issued to them. Students
may not make any marks, highlight or underline passages, or write in textbooks. (Use sticky
notes instead!) Textbook damages must be reported immediately to the teacher.


Students are required to return all textbooks at the conclusion of the course, at
the direction or request of the teacher and/or school staff, and upon transfer out of the
course or school.



Students are responsible for returning the same textbook that was issued to them.
Students should avoid sharing books or borrowing other students' textbooks.



Textbooks must be returned with no more than usual wear-and-tear. Textbooks that are
lost, willfully cut, defaced, or otherwise damaged will be assessed a replacement or
damage fee per established fine/fee schedules. As provided by law, the
parent/guardian of a minor shall be liable for all damages caused by the minor's
misconduct (Education Code Section 48904). A full refund will be issued for lost items,
paid for and later found, and returned in good, usable condition.
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Stud
ents
are
expected to be at school no later than 8:25 am.
Attendance is an important key in ensuring that students complete the credits required to
graduate. The first bell rings at 8:25am and the tardy bell rings at 8:30am.
Rancho del Mar goes by the school clock. Some cell phones may be 2-3 minutes different than
the Rancho del Mar school clock, so students should adjust their arrival time accordingly to be in
class at 8:25am. A good target time is to arrive at school no later than 8:15am. The office complex
is open at 7:00am for students who need to be dropped off early. If you have specific drop
off/pick up concerns, please contact the school office.
The asterisk (*) below denotes the times the school bell rings.
The double asterisk (**) denotes the 6th period Tutorial Clinic/Attendance Recovery/Independent
Study Appointment time , scheduled Monday through Friday, from 12:10 - 1:00 P.M. Students who
need to make up attendance or who are not progressing are assigned to teachers who work in
their classrooms with individual students and small groups. Independent Study Appointments are
scheduled during the 6th Period Clinic Tutorial.
Warning Bell

8:25 A.M.*

Period One

8:30* – 9:15 A.M.

Period Two

9:15* – 9:55 A.M.

Nutrition Break

9:55* – 10:10 A.M.

Period Three

10:10* – 10:50 A.M.

Period Four

10:50* – 11:30 A.M.

Period Five

11:30* – 12:10 P.M.

Regular Dismissal

12:10* P.M.

Restroom Break

12:10 - 12:20 P.M.

Period Six

12:20* – 1:00 P.M.
(Tutorial Clinic/Attendance Recovery/
Independent Study Appointments)**

Final Dismissal

1:00* P.M

Rancho del Mar High School – 2015-2016 Handbook
282

Page
282

Rancho del Mar High School
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All three high schools in the PVPUSD have the same graduation requirements.
I

220 credit

CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
(Each one-semester course is equal to 5 credits)

II

SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS
English – (Including ELD, 1, 2, & 3, & Reading/Writing Skills 1, 2, 3, & 4

40 credits

English 1
English 2
English 3
English 4

III

10 credits
10 credits
10 credits
10 credits

Mathematics
(Algebra 1 required)

20 credits

Science
Biological Science
Physical Science

20 credits
10 credits
10 credits

Social Science
World History, Culture, and Geography
United States History and Geography
American Government
Economics

30 credits
10 credits
10 credits
5 credits
5 credits

Physical Education

20 credits

Visual/Performing Arts (VPA)/World Language (WL)/Career Tech Ed (CTE)
Electives

20 credits
70 credits

MINIMUM CREDIT REQUIREMENTS TO BE IN GOOD STANDING
Beginning 1st Semester
Beginning 2nd Semester

End of Year

Grade 9

0

30

60

Grade 10

60

90

120

Grade 11

120

145

170

Grade 12

170

195

220
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PALOS VERDES PENINSULA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST

NOTE TO STUDENTS: Use the chart below to indicate courses/requirements you have completed toward meeting
the minimum 220 PVPUSD high school graduation requirements. (There is no maximum.) Place a checkmark in
the box for the appropriate semester when the course was completed. Each box represents five (5) credits. All
requirements must be satisfied to qualify for graduation. Students who lack more than one course for graduation
will not be permitted to participate in the graduation ceremonies.

1. SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS
ENGLISH (8 Semesters) -- (Including ELD 1, 2, & 3,

MATHEMATICS (4 Semesters) --

and Reading/Writing Skills 1, 2, 3, & 4)

(Algebra 1 required)



 English 1 (Freshman)



 _______________________



 English 2 (Sophomore)



 _______________________



 English 3 (Junior)



 English 4 (senior)

SOCIAL SCIENCE (6 Semesters)


 World History (Sophomore)



 U.S. History (Junior)

SCIENCE (4 Semesters)


 Biological
 Government (Senior)



 Physical
 Economics (Senior)

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (4 Semesters)



 Ninth Grade



 Tenth Grade

VISUAL/PERFORMING ARTS / WORLD LANGUAGE / CAREER TECH ED:
(4 Semesters - No more than two semesters of any one group may satisfy this requirement.)








ELECTIVES: (14 Semesters)              
2. CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION
 ELA Passed
 ELA Failed
 ELA Not Taken
 Math Passed

 Math Failed

 Math Not Taken
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 ELA

Exempt

 Math Exempt

RANCHO DEL MAR HIGH SCHOOL
SAMPLE TRANSCRIPT
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Rancho del Mar High School
A California Model School
38 Crest Road West • Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058
(310) 377-6691 • FAX (310) 544-5526

Request for Transcript
A signature is required to receive an official (sealed) transcript or unofficial transcript. The cost
for an official transcript is $8.00 per copy. The cost for an unofficial copy is $5.00. Transcripts
must be PAID for at time of request.
Directions:
Complete the information on the form below.
The following is required:
This completed form (Please print legibly.)
Fees (Checks are made payable to Rancho del Mar High School)
Stamped business envelopes for all addresses to which you would like a transcript sent
Mail, or bring, this form, payment and mailing envelope to: Rancho del Mar High School at
the address above.
Name:___________________________________________________________________
(Last)
(First)
(Maiden)
Birthdate:

Graduation Year:

Current Phone #:_
Current Address (street/city/state/zip):
Number of Transcripts:

$5.00 Unofficial

$8.00 Official

Check all that are appropriate.
I will pick up transcripts
Mail Transcripts to: (Print complete name of University/College, department, and address)
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY
Paid: $______________

Student’s Signature:

Circle: Cash Check

Today’s Date:

Date
Mailed: _____________
Date Picked Up:_______
RDM Initial: ___________
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English/Language Arts
English 1*
English 2*
English 3*
English 4*
Creative Writing*
Journalism* 1(semester): 2, 3, 4
Mythology*
Public Speaking*
Reading & Writing Skills 1, 2, 3, 4
Shakespeare*

Career Tech Ed
Computer Applications
Office Assistant
SoCal ROC
Survival of Singles A & B
Work Experience Education

Visual/Performing Arts & Career Tech Ed
Graphic Design* A & B
Ceramics* 1, 2, 3,4
Creative Art
Drawing and Painting* 1 & 2
Interior Design
Interior Visual/Design*
Music Appreciation* A & B
Sculpture* 1, 2
Printmaking A & B
Mathematics
Algebra 1*
Essentials of Algebra A & B
Geometry*
Geometry MCR*
Algebra 2*
Algebra 2 MCR*
Functions/Trigonometry/Statistics*
Trigonometry*
Statistical Analysis*
Pre-Calculus*
Calculus* A & B

Science
Life Science
Biology*
Applied Physical Science
Earth Science*
Physics*
Chemistry*
Social Science
World History*
U.S. History*
American Government*
Economics*
Psychology*
Sociology*
Comparative Religions*
Other
Health Education
Leadership
Peer Mediation and Teen Crisis
Physical Education
Project EGO
Student and the Law
Study Skills
Study Skills-English
Study Skills-Math
Teacher’s Assistant
Teen Court

Asterisk (*) Indicates UC Approved Course
Students enrolled at Rancho del Mar High School may take a course at a traditional high school, zero period, or
periods 5 or 6 at PVPHS, or periods 3 or 6 at PVHS, provided that (a) the class is not offered at Rancho
del Mar and (b) counselor/administrator permission is granted from both schools. Online courses require
a specific pre-approval form.
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE COURSES
Currently enrolled high school students who want to take a course at a site other than Rancho del
Mar High School must have the approval of the school counselor. Each 3-unit approved course
transfers to high school as 10 credits.
Los Angeles Harbor College and El Camino Community College offer courses during the
school year and summer. Students who plan to use college work for high school credit must file
the appropriate form with the school counselor and receive prior approval. College work for high
school credit is not intended to duplicate courses available at the high school. Transcripts
received by the high school from other WASC accredited schools and colleges become part of the
permanent high school transcript.
Community college enrollment is open to:
 high school graduates
 individuals over 18 years of age who can profit by college instruction
 students who have passed the California High School Proficiency Examination
 students who have completed their sophomore year of high school and who are
recommended by their counselor to enroll in a maximum of six units.
Students planning to transfer from a community college to a four year college or university are
encouraged to consult the counselor at the community college regarding which specific lower
division courses should be taken in order to transfer. Students are also encouraged to refer to
the official catalog of the college or university for comprehensive information about the
school's admission of transfer students.

PROJECT EGO (Exploring Growth Opportunities)
Project EGO is a special community-based program for high school seniors who will benefit from a
motivational enrichment program geared to start them thinking about career direction and life after
high school. Project Ego was conceived by the Palos Verdes Peninsula Education
Foundation and is sponsored by the Palos Verdes Sunset Rotary Club and the Norris Foundation in
cooperation with the PVPUSD.
Students are required to attend twenty semi-monthly evening seminars conducted by community
business professionals and psychology interns. The seminars cover subjects such as "The
Responsibilities of Being 18," finance, career direction, self-image, job applications and
interviews, goal setting, etc.
Participating students may earn up to 10 credits per year. Students are eligible for the Project EGO
program based on the counselor's or principal's recommendation. Applications are available from
the school counselor. Pending space availability, juniors may be permitted to enroll. A scholarship
awards banquet is held at the conclusion of the program.
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL CENTER
(SoCal ROC)
2300 Crenshaw Blvd. Torrance, CA 90591 (310-224-4200: www.socalroc.com)
SoCal ROC is a state funded public educational program that prepares students for employment
and provides career technical education and career guidance. The Center is governed by a Joint
Powers Agreement with local school districts, is WASC accredited and all teachers possess a
valid California Teaching Credential in Designated Subjects.
High school students attend free-of-charge. Bus transportation to and from high schools is
provided. Students earn credits toward the high school diploma and SoCal ROC issues a
Certificate of Proficiency at completion of training.
Samples of programs offered include: Animal Care; Horticulture and Floral Design; Arts and
Graphic Design; Business and Computer Technology; Medical Assisting; Retail Occupations
(Hotel Management; Banking; Cosmetology); Automotive Programs; Engineering, Welding and
HVAC….and more!
The program is open to all high school juniors and seniors in participating districts. Sophomores
may enroll with special approval. See the Rancho del Mar Counselor for more information and
for enrollment forms, schedules and catalogues.
WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
Students gain practical experience in a variety of occupations in industry, business and
professions through employment at a job approved by the Work Experience Coordinator and
school counselor. Under the provisions of the program, the student receives related classroom
instruction/counseling and a minimum of two on-site contacts by the Coordinator or Counselor
each semester. Students, with approved jobs, may enroll in the Work Experience program and
earn a grade and school credit for work and related instruction assignments. Transportation is the
responsibility of the student.
To ENTER the program, the student must
To CONTINUE in the program, the student must
 have a qualified job approved by the work
 maintain regular attendance at school and work
experience coordinator and school counselor
 continue satisfactory achievement in academic
 be at least 11th or 12th grade
work
 have parental or guardian approval in writing

maintain satisfactory citizenship records
 plan a program schedule to meet program
 meet assignment deadlines and fulfill program
requirements
requirements.
 submit signed job papers to the work experience
coordinator.
Credit is allocated as follows:
10 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 5 credits per semester
20 hours per week (weekly flexible hours) = 10 credits per semester
Up to forty (40) credits, no more than 10 a semester, may be applied toward the total graduation
credit requirement. Consult with the school counselor regarding restrictions that may apply to this
40 credit maximum.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT (ELD) PROGRAM
The District offers programs to assist students whose primary language is other than English.
All bilingual students are assessed to determine their English language proficiency. Students
who are identified as limited-English proficient (LEP) are provided with a modified
program. The program is designed to:

 raise the level of the students' competency in the English language so that they can
function in other high school courses and benefit fully from the class instruction.
 ease the transition for the student into an American high school program.
 help the student maintain a sense of self worth and identity.
ELD classes are offered at both Palos Verdes High School and Palos Verdes Peninsula High
School.
SPECIAL EDUCATION IEPs and 504 PLANS
Identified students who have exceptional needs, which cannot be met in the regular
classroom, may receive additional support after an SST and, if warranted, a proper
educational assessment, with prior parent approval, has been conducted.
The SST and/or assessment identifies the students' learning needs and determines whether the
student requires special services and, if so, what type. Dependent upon the findings, an
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan is written for each student who qualifies. A
team meeting with school staff, parents and the student is part of the process.
INDEPENDENT STUDY- LONG TERM
Through a modified Independent Study program (ten weeks or longer in duration) Rancho del
Mar serves high school students who wish to continue their educational progress but are
unable to attend regular classes for a given period of time due to a nationally recognized sport,
entertainment or other authorized travel commitment, a medical condition or other extenuating
circumstances, subject to administrative approval. Please check with the Rancho del Mar
Principal.
SUMMER SESSION
Summer school is offered on a for-fee basis through the Peninsula Education Foundation.
Summer session information and application forms are available on the PVPUSD website in
late spring. Summer programs may be available for high school students, at no fee, in the
following areas: Special Education; ELD; CAHSEE (California High School Exit Exam)
Preparation; Senior Review Credit recovery (Makeup classes needed by seniors to complete
not more than 10 graduation credits.) Please check with the Rancho del Mar Counselor.
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Students are encouraged to purchase an ID/ASB Card.
The ID/ASB card entitles Rancho del Mar students to attend, at a discounted cost, sports events,
dances, formals and proms and other activities at both Palos Verdes Peninsula High School and
Palos Verdes High School. Attendance is subject to the conduct rules of all three high schools.
Specific Dance, Formal and Prom Policies are:
 All students must show I.D. cards in order to purchase tickets. When purchasing formal, prom or
dance bids, both PVPUSD students must purchase the bid together, at the student store, and show
their I.D. Cards. ID/ASB card allows for reduced cost of ticket.
 In order to bring a guest who does not attend school in the PVPUSD, a student must obtain a
Guest Pass. The Guest Pass must be approved by the Rancho del Mar principal before the
student buys a ticket or bid to the formal, prom or dance. No guest may be over the age of
19. Please contact the Rancho del Mar principal if you have specific questions.
 When arriving at the formal, prom or dance, all students and their guests must show their
I.D. cards. Guests may have their photo I.D. (Driver's License or school I.D.) held by
administrators until they are ready to leave the dance or formal
 Each student may purchase one ticket for him or herself. With an approved Guest Pass,
student may buy one additional ticket for one guest only.
Rancho del Mar elects Associate Student Body (ASB) officers, who plan Field Days
and annual Student-Staff Bar-B-Que.

The ASB also organizes community service activities. In addition to individual and
group community service activities, all students are encouraged to:
Donate items to our annual December clothing, toy and sundry drive for Rainbow
Services, Inc.
Participate in the February neighborhood phone book delivery in support of
Community Helpline.
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Student-Parent-School is a valuable partnership. The Rancho del Mar High School Edline website
(www.pvpusd.net), newsletters and email blasts contain valuable information about parent and
student education opportunities, resources and activities. Newsletters are sent home Fall, Winter
and Spring. Transcripts and Progress Reports are mailed home quarterly, and available

upon request. Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences are set up whenever needed.

Parents and students may access Aeries.net to view their student records. Parents and
students are encouraged to contact the school staff and/or teachers with any questions
or concerns. Please also see Parent Involvement Policy in this Handbook.
By Phone:

310-377-6691

By Fax:

310-544-5526

By Email:

After the intended recipient’s name (see below) type @pvpusd.net

Rosemary Humphrey, Principal
humphrey@pvpusd.net

Anna Driver, English Language Arts & Social Sciences
drivera@pvpusd.net

Kim Gill, Counselor
gillk@pvpusd.net

Brad Gold, Math & Economics.
goldb@pvpusd.net

Elizabeth Maltese, Office Manager
maltesee@pvpusd.net

Megan Jarrin, Sciences
jarrin@pvpusd.net

Cindy White, Campus Security
whitec@pvpusd.net
Karen Hawkins, Psychologist
hawkinsk@pvpusd.net

Kathleen Rarewala, Visual/Performing Arts (VPA) &
Career Tech Ed (CTE) & Work Experience
rarewala@pvpusd.net
Joe Streitfeld, English Language Arts & Social Sciences
streitfeldj@pvpusd.net
Kathleen Sullivan, Resource Specialist
sullivank@pvpusd.net
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RANCHO DEL MAR EDLINE WEBSITE
(General Information - no password needed)
The Rancho del Mar Edline Website is an easy way for parents and students to keep-up-to-date,
online, anyplace anytime to do the following







Read school policies, memos and announcements
View the School Calendar to see District and school events and activities
Access each teacher’s individual web page
Access the Academic Course Syllabus (course requirements) for each course
Be informed about the school program, and much more...

To access the Rancho del Mar High School Edline Website:
 Go to www.pvpusd.net
 Click on the “schools” tab
 Scroll down to “High Schools”
 Click on “Rancho del Mar High School”
 Click on “Website”
AERIES.NET PARENT/STUDENT WEB PORTAL
(Student Specific Information - password needed)
The Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District utilizes Aeries.net, an online parent/student
website portal. Through Aeries.net:
Parents access school enrolment registration paperwork
Parents update contact, medical and emergency information
Parents and students view the student’s
grades, attendance, graduation progress,
standardized test scores and more
A password is needed to access Aeries.net. Parent account information is emailed home as soon
as the student is registered in the school.
 Go to www.pvpusd.net
 Click on the “parents and students” tab
 Scroll down to “Aeries.net Web Portal” and click. You will be prompted to enter your email and
password.
 If you need help, there is a Parent Portal Help link under the “parents and students” tab, or call
the Rancho del Mar office manager.
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Rancho del Mar High School

A California Model High School

Rancho del Mar High School wants every student to meet with success. Rancho del Mar
supports student success through a variety of measures including but not limited to:
Individualized and small group instruction; an academic course contract continuum; no fail grading
policy; continual monitoring of each student's progress; 6th period Tutorial Clinic; progress and
positive attendance incentives.
Student's Name:

Date:

1.  I agree to attend class from 8:30 a.m. until 12:10 p.m. (1:00 p.m., or later, if assigned to Tutorial
Clinic) each day. I may not leave campus once I arrive, before I am dismissed, unless I have the
principal’s permission. (Reference: Local Truancy Daytime Curfew Ordinances.)
2.  I agree to stay in each of my assigned classes for the full 40-minute period and may not leave my
assigned class without specific permission from my assigned teacher, and then only for a valid
reason. I understand that attending a class not assigned to me that period must be approved by the
principal.
3. I understand I may not go to the parking lot, or a car, without permission from campus security.
4.  I understand that I may not go on the campus of another school during that school’s school day. I
understand that all visitors must report to the office upon entering the campus and secure the
principal’s permission, which may or may not be given.
5.  I understand that if I arrive at school tardy, after 8:30 a.m., I must check in at the school office. I
understand that if I am absent or tardy, my parent/guardian will call the school to report the reason
no later than 8:25 a.m. and I will be assigned additional attendance hours until deficit time is made
up.
6.  I agree to come to school prepared with notebook, paper, pens, pencils, and any required
materials.
7.  I agree to make good use of my time at school, work diligently in each class, complete work and
contracts and earn at least 15 credits (10 of which must be in academic courses) each quarter
(every nine weeks). I understand that if I do not comply I will be placed on academic probation
which will require me to make up deficit credits.
8. I agree to do at least one (1) hour of homework each school night.
9. I understand that I may ask my assigned teacher, the counselor, the principal, and/or my parent for
help, as needed.
10. I understand that updated transcripts/progress reports will be mailed home each quarter and that
transcripts/progress reports are given upon request. I understand that conferences may be
scheduled at anytime of the year and that both my parents and I will be given an Aeries.net
account. My parent and I will monitor progress and implement appropriate measures, as needed,
no matter my age.
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11. I understand that if I am on probation, or other legal disciplinary measures, transcripts, progress
reports, attendance, and discipline records will be sent to my probation officer or to the court.
12. I understand that if I am involved in cheating, forgery or plagiarism I will receive an "F" for the work
in question and be required to redo the work or the entire course.
13.  I understand that no food may be shared on campus unless it is store-bought, enough for all
students and has prior approval of the principal.
14.  I agree that if I bring a cell phone or other device to school, it may not be used during class time,
except with teacher permission and in accordance with the BYOD policy. I may retrieve messages,
call or text, only before/after school and during break. Portable games and cameras are not
permitted at RDM. I understand that not following this policy may result in the loss of my phone,
device game, or camera.
15. I agree not to ride a skateboard, bicycle, or roller skate on campus.
16. I understand that driving a car or motorcycle to school is a privilege. My car must be parked
appropriately, head in, in the school parking lot. If I abuse the driving privilege by engaging in
reckless/dangerous driving in the parking lot or on Crest Road between campus and Crenshaw
Boulevard, or other infractions, my driving privilege may be revoked by the principal.

17. I am expected to be appropriately dressed. Shoes and shirt must be worn at all times. Clothing
with revealing holes or which depicts drugs, tobacco, alcohol or something derogatory or obscene
is not permitted. Backless tops, bathing suit tops and sports bras are not permitted. No
undergarments may show. Shirts must be worn at all times. Hats and sunglasses may not be worn
indoors and must be kept in backpacks or turned in to the office before school.

18. I will refrain from use, possession, or sale of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, vaping or paraphernalia while
at school or while entering or exiting campus. I understand that RDM has alcohol and drug test
equipment which may be used if it appears I am under the influence. Students who violate this rule
will be subject to disciplinary actions as stated in the Safe Schools Policy. (See appendix for
details.)

19. I will not use habitual or extreme profanity. I agree to behave in a manner that does not interfere
with the rights of others. I will not engage in the harassment (sexual or otherwise) of others.

20. I agree to abide by all the Safe Schools Policy and Acceptable User Agreement of Electronic
Resources Policy (see appendix) and all other rules and regulations established for Rancho del
Mar and to cooperate with, and take direction from, all school staff members.

21. I understand that this conduct code remains in effect during the entire time I am enrolled at Rancho
del Mar, no matter my age, and agree to comply with this compact to ensure my success. My
parents/guardians agree to assist me in any way they can to ensure my success.

Student Signature

Parent/Guardian Signature
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BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD) CONTRACT IPOD/IPAD/MP3/PHONE/LAPTOP/COMPUTER/MUSIC PLAYER

In order to use any of the above listed items in the classroom as a resource and/or to listen to music
to assist a student to concentrate on his/her school work, the following conditions/rules apply:

Students bring bring/use devices and headphones/ear buds at their own risk. Rancho del Mar High School
and the PVPUSD are not held accountable for loss, damage or theft.
The student must bring his/her own headphones and/or ear buds.
 The student may not access any site (i.e. UTube, Yahoo, etc.) without teacher permission.
The student must create a playlist of music choices from which s/he will listen.
The playlist must be shown to, and approved by, the teacher.
The sound must be turned low enough so that no one else can hear it. If the volume disturbs others, or if the
teacher can hear the sound, the teacher will confiscate the device.
If it appears the student is texting, looking at Internet sites and/or spending too much time “messing around”
with his/her device and not doing school work, the student will lose the privilege to use his/her device in the
classroom and the teacher will confiscate the device.
Parents- Students may not call/text, nor receive calls/texts, during class time. If you need to reach your
son/daughter during the school day, please call the school office. If a student becomes ill at school, or
needs to contact his/her parents, the classroom teacher will send the student to the office. Depending
upon severity, or if the student needs to leave school, the office staff will contact you. If you receive a
text/call from your son/daughter during the school day to come pick him/her up, and you have not spoken
to school staff, please double-check with the school office.
School Office: 310-377-6691, ext. 278.
Your signature stipulates that you understand and agree to all the terms stated above, and that if the student does
not comply with the terms of this contract, s/he will not be allowed to use a device in the classroom and that it may
be confiscated by the teacher, brought to the office and stored with the Principal for the entire day, or longer.

Student’s Printed Name:

Student’s Signature:

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:

Date:
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Students contemplating a transfer to a traditional high school in the Palos Verdes Peninsula
Unified School District must attend Rancho del Mar a minimum of one (1) full semester. Requests
to transfer must be made in writing, signed by the student and parent and sent to the Rancho del
Mar High School Principal or Counselor. The Rancho del Mar Principal and Counselor will
evaluate the student’s academic progress, attendance, discipline and other records.
Transfer is subject to approval by the Rancho del Mar High School Principal, the Principal (or
Administrative Designee) of the traditional high school, and a positive recommendation from the
Rancho del Mar principal regarding behavior, attendance and academic progress.
The student must maintain a record of good attendance, citizenship and diligence in work habits,
completing assignments in all courses. The student must have completed sufficient credits (see
below) to permit proper programming and ensure progress towards graduation at a traditional high
school.
Specifically, a student may transfer to a traditional high school only:
a)at the beginning of a semester
b)if the student has attended Rancho del Mar for a minimum of one (1) full semester
c)if the student is in good standing, and meets the following requirements:
Good Attendance
oNo more than two (2) absences each month and/or no more than ten (10)
absences for the semester.
oNo excessive tardies.
Demonstrated an ability to attend all assigned classes at Rancho del Mar consistently and
on time.
Demonstrated an ability to complete all assigned courses at Rancho del Mar with good
work habits, both in the classroom and as related to homework.
No discipline issues. No suspensions from school.
Passed both portions of the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).
Is not course or credit deficient:
o120 minimum credits required to begin junior year
o145 minimum credits required to begin second semester junior year
o170 minimum credits required to begin senior year
o195 minimum credits required to begin second semester senior year
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Rancho del Mar’s Counselor assists students with their educational and career plans and personal
problems. The Counselor is available to students throughout the regular school year. Conferences
are scheduled whenever students, parents, teachers, principal, or counselor feel they are
necessary.
One of the Counselor's primary objectives is to assist students in planning courses of study which
best meet their individual needs, abilities, interest, and plans for the future. The Counselor also
helps students to make decisions regarding (1) career, (2) college entrance requirements, (3)
educational plans, (4) financial aid for college, (5) foreign exchange programs, (6) graduation
requirements, (7) personal problems, and (8) scholarship applications.
The Counselor oversees the Rancho del Mar College/Career Center (CCC). Students and parents
are encouraged to take advantage of the many opportunities available in the CCC.
Naviance and a wide selection of resource books are available. Students use the CCC computers
to research colleges, careers and scholarships. Career assessment programs are also available.

The Counselor provides information on post-high school and other educational and career
planning such as:
 career planning information
 scholarship and financial aid info
 career seminars
(http:\\www.fafsa.ed.gov or
 college catalogs and guides
http:\\www.finaid.orq)
 college visit information
 Southern California Regional Occupational
 college application assistance
Center (SoCal ROC) information
 military information
 summer programs
 pamphlets about jobs and careers

The Counselor also oversees the Safe Schools Program, which promotes respect, responsibility,
healthy decision-making skills and strength of character of students in the PVPUSD. Programs
include:
Student Education - Speakers for assemblies and special programs to educate students about
various teens issues such as sexuality, drinking and driving, smoking, drug abuse, peer
pressure and stress.
Parent Education - Classes and workshops are offered for parents to help them with various
parenting issues and help them to recognize danger signs in their teens in relation to
substance abuse, eating disorders, depression and risk factors for suicide.
Counseling – Safe Schools counselors support intermediate and high school programs. Upon
referral from the academic counselor and administrative approval, counselors work with
students in individual and small group settings.
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All three PVPUSD high schools have a College Career Center (CCC). The Rancho del Mar CCC
is overseen by the Rancho del Mar Counselor. Please contact the Counselor, or
visit the Rancho del Mar website, for information, dates and events.
In addition, through the generosity of the Peninsula Education Foundation and the
Directors of the CCCs, activities in the College Career Centers at PVPHS and PVHS are open to
Rancho del Mar students and parents. Please check the schools’ websites regarding workshops
and events.

Information available
Southern California Regional Occupational Center (SoCalROC)
applications/schedules/information
College and Career information, both online and reference materials
College applications
Government and financial aid forms, including the FAFSA
Scholarship application information
Summer program information (late spring)
SAT TOEFL and ACT test information
Military information
Services provided
College application workshops and assistance for students
College application essay support
Student computers with Internet access
Information about taking practice tests for PSAT, SAT and ACT Tests
Presentations for Parents and Students (Visit the school RDM, PVPHS and PVHS
websites for the updated Calendar of Events.)
Naviance College/Career Guidance Program (see next page for detailed information)
Develop 4 year plan and view course information
College Search and Career information programs
Interest Surveys
Communication with counselor
College Fair
The College Fair is held once a year, in the spring in a Southern California location. Over 100
college representatives from colleges and universities across the United States display information and
answer questions concerning the admissions process. College Fair information is mailed home in
the spring.
Career Fair
The high school Career Fair is generally held every other year. It is designed to provide students
and parents with an opportunity to gain additional information about career opportunities open to
high school and college graduates. Information is mailed home.
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Workshops and events listed below that are sponsored by the Palos Verdes Peninsula High
School (PVPHS) College Career Center (CCC) are offered to all Rancho del Mar students and
parents through the courtesy of Terry Lewallen and the generosity of the Peninsula Education
Foundation.
Please check the Rancho del Mar High School website, calendar, eblasts and newsletters, and
the PVPHS CCC website, for additional activities and information and updates as to dates and
times.
Naviance Workshops for All Students & Parents
Learn how to use Naviance, our District’s post-secondary online planning tool for all PVPUSD high
school students. The Rancho del Mar Counselor is available to assist high school students and
parents with utilization. Please call 310-377-6691.
College Representatives Visits
Ongoing at both PVPHS and PVHS in the CCC, but primarily in the Fall
Representatives from the admissions offices of over 100 colleges across the country
schedule visits in the PVPHS CCC from the third week in September until mid-December.
Students are encouraged to attend the meetings when it is a college they might be interested in
attending. Students are able to ask individual questions, get their name put on the mailing list of
the school and gain helpful information about the college admission process at the particular
college. Coordinate with the Rancho del Mar school counselor to participate.
Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test (ASVAB TEST
Exact Date TBA
This a battery of 10 interest and ability tests for juniors and seniors is considered to be a
wonderful resource, especially for students who are unsure career goals or college majors.
Although this test is owned and administered by the military services, no recruiter will contact
any student. The ASVAB is given during a regular school day at Rancho del Mar.
UC Application Workshop (Seniors)
July 28, 2015 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS PAC
This is a workshop to assist seniors in completing the UC Application.
Creating the Final College List (Seniors & their Parents)
August 27, 2015 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS PAC
A workshop to assist students in figuring out how to determine to which colleges they might apply.
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Common Application and UC/CSU Applications Workshop (Seniors)
September – Exact date TBA @ Lunch & 3:00pm, PVPHS CCC
Bring your questions about any college application to the PVPHS CCC. Also, many colleges use
a common application. This is a workshop to assist seniors in completing the Common
Application and other college applications.
College Night (2-year and 4-year) (Juniors, Seniors & their Parents)
September 10, 2015 @ 6:00pm, Location at PVPHS TBA
An informative session for students planning to enter a 4-year college as a freshman, as well as
for students who plan to attend a 2-year college and then transfer to a 4-year college. The
college application process and the college transfer process will be ex plained, with
sample completed college applications on display. There will be time for individual questions at
the end of the presentation. Sign-up, in advance, with the Rancho del Mar school counselor.
Seating is limited.
Regional Admissions Counselors of California (RACC) Going Out of State College Info
September 11, 2015 @ 1:00PM, PVPHS CCC & April TBA @ 6:30pm, PVPHS Gym
All interested students and parents welcome. College reps from about 80 Out of State schools
who actually and work in California but represent these Out of State schools will be present.
The website is also very helpful. (http://regionaladmissions.com/).
Practice SAT or ACT or SAT Subject Tests & Parent Info Session
Dates TBA in September/November for SAT/ACT & February/March/April for
SAT/ACT/Subject @ 8:40am, PVPHS CCC
All interested students and parents welcome. "Practice tests" are given to help students learn
how to take the tests as well as what to study to improve their scores. Although these tests are
given under the same rules as the real tests, the results are not part of the student's official SAT
test report. The results are given to the student within 10 days and include the original test and
correct answers. There is a fee. Sign up in advance with the school counselor. While students are
testing, parents may attend a Parent Information Session.
Paying for College/Scholarship Night (Juniors, Seniors & their Parents)
November 4, 2015 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS PAC
An informative session related to scholarships and financial aid. Sign-up, in advance, with the
Rancho del Mar school counselor. Seating is limited.
College Connect to Career Night Guest Speaker - November 12, 2015 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS
PAC and Career Fair - November 18, 2015 - PVPHS GYM (all day)
All students and parents welcome. The high school Career Night and Career Fair are designed to
provide students and parents with an opportunity to gain additional information about career
opportunities open to high school and college graduates.
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Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Workshop (Seniors & their Parents)
January 14, 2016 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS PAC
Learn how to complete the FAFSA. The FAFSA is available at www.fafsa.ed.gov/. Signup, in advance, with the Rancho del Mar school counselor. Seating is limited.
Junior & Parent College Admissions Information Night (Juniors & their Parents)
January 27, 2016 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS Gym
An informative session for juniors beginning the 4-year college application process. The How, When
and Where to apply to college is explained with checklists and planning sheets. Sample completed
college applications will be on display. There will be time for individual questions at the end of the
presentation. Sign-up, in advance, with the Rancho del Mar school counselor. Seating is limited.
College Admissions Testing Information Night (Sophomores & their Parents)
February 16, 2016 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS PAC
An informative session for sophomores planning to take assessments required for 4-year college entry.
There will be time for individual questions at the end of the presentation. Sign-up, in advance, with
the Rancho del Mar school counselor. Seating is limited.
Community College/ Military Academy/ROTC Night (Juniors, Seniors & their Parents)
March 9, 2016 @ 6:30pm, PVPHS CCC& Library
Speakers from local community colleges and the military make presentations. Community colleges
present information on enrolling, transferring to a 4-year, honors programs and financial aid. A
Congressional representative explains how to apply for a nomination to any of the four military
academies and the academy representatives present details on the academy application process.
Additional information is also presented about the ROTC scholarship opportunities.
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Naviance is a college/career online program that assists students in making college and career
choices by presenting options that reflects the student's interests and abilities.
This comprehensive, web-based resource facilitates a student’s decision making process for colleges and
careers. It also encourages students to take ownership of the college search process, while at the same
time allowing parents access to their student’s individual profile. Since it is web-based, access to
Naviance is available at school, at home, or on the road.
Naviance gives families the benefit of up-to-date, objective, advertisement-free, and localized data about
college admissions. It bridges the gap between school and home by helping students make
better decisions about college and career opportunities.

How To Access Naviance:
Log onto connection.naviance.com/ranchodmh



If a student already has activated his/her Naviance account he/she and his/her parent
can access Naviance using the student’s already established username and password.
If a student is new to the District, or not yet activated, he/she needs to see the Rancho del
Mar Counselor to be set up with a Naviance account.

Naviance Enables Students To:


Research Colleges and Apply for Scholarships: Compare GPA, SAT scores, and
other statistics to actual data from each college. As well as looking up individual school
profiles, students can e-mail the colleges directly and link to their websites. Schools
may be searched for qualities such as location, size, cost, majors, admission selectivity,
sports, etc. Scholarship opportunities are listed on the Naviance site.
 Review Calendar of Events and Test Dates: Find out about College Fairs and
when PSAT, SAT and ACT are administered.
 Keep Track of the College Search Process: Build a resume, complete on-line
surveys, manage deadlines, link to recommended websites, learn about upcoming
news and events, view scholarship opportunities, and utilize the many features to make
better decisions about colleges and careers.
 Career Assistance:
Program highlights include a "Personality Type" where
students answer a lengthy personality inventory including a subject interest survey. An indepth final report is provided to guide students when considering colleges, areas of
future study, as well as individual strengths and weaknesses. Click on "Occupational
Outlook Handbook" on website list and browse through the description of a possible career you
are considering. Under "Accomplishments," students can maintain their list of activities and
achievements throughout their high school career, a valuable resource when filling
out
college
applications
or
job
applications.
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Please Note: For a college subject requirement to be met, the
grade must be a “C” or higher.
SUBJECT

ENGLISH

MATH

SOCIAL
STUDIES

SCIENCE

WORLD
LANGUAGE
(WL)

VPA/CTE

PVPUSD
Graduation
Requirements

4 years -- with a
grade of "D" or better

CA
Community
College
NO SUBJECT
REQUIREMENTS

2 years -- Algebra 1
required, plus 1 year any
math

CSU Entrance
Requirements
(minimum)

UC Entrance
Requirement
s
(minimum)

4 years -- with a
grade of "C" or better

4 years -- with a
grade of "C" or better

3 years -- Algebra 1
& 2, plus geometry

3 years -- Algebra 1
& 2, plus geometry,

3 years -- including Algebra
1 & 2, and Geometry

FOUR YEARS
RECOMMENDED
2 years -- 1 year of
World History AND 1
year of U.S. History
or 1 semester of
U.S. History and 1
semester of
Government

FOUR YEARS
RECOMMENDED
2 to 3 years

2 years of lab
science required,

Minimum of 2 years
Most colleges prefer 3 years
MUST BE LAB SCIENCES

3 years required
World History,
U.S. History,
Government, Economics

2 years required,
must include 1 year
of U.S. History

2 years –

2 years of lab
science

1 year physical science,
1 year biological science

4 years -- with a
grade of "C" or better

(World Language is not
required for high school
graduation. See below for
alternatives.)

2 years required -must be the same
language

Combination of VPA/CTE
& WL that equals 2 years

1 yearlong VPA
course

14 semesters

1 year required of
additional college
prep subjects

1 year required of
additional college prep
approved elective

Varies per school

A TOTAL OF 15
UNITS (one unit
equals one year)

ALL COURSES
MUST BE ON THE
UC APPROVED
LIST

SAT Reasoning Test

SAT Reasoning Test or
ACT with writing and 2
SAT Subject Tests

Some colleges require
the SAT Subject
Tests

Elective
Physical Ed. -- 2 Years

Other

3 years
recommende
2 years drequired,

Private 4 Year
College Entrance
Requirements

Must be a high school
graduate OR 18 years
old

Total units MUST = 220

SAT Reasoning
Test or ACT with
Writing

Completion of Algebra 1
Pass the CAHSEE

3 years
recommended -must be the same
language
1 yearlong VPA course

3 to 4 years of the same
world language

Varies per school

or ACT with Writing

** To access an alphabetical or regional list and map of California Community Colleges visit www.cccco.edu/
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Late Deadline with
Date

Test

Registration Deadline

Late Fee Required

September 12, 2015

ACT Test

August 7

August 8 – 21

October 3, 2015

SAT & Subject Tests

September 3

September 18

October 14, 2015

PSAT Test

Sept. 14-Sept 25, $21

October 24, 2015

ACT Test

September 18

September 19 - October 2

November 7, 2015

SAT & Subject Tests

October 9

October 23

December 5, 2015

SAT & Subject Tests

November 5

November 20

December 12, 2015

ACT Test

November 6

November 7 – 20

January 23, 2016

SAT & Subject Tests

December 28

January 8

February 6, 2016

ACT Test

January 8

January 9 – 15

March 5, 2016

SAT Test only

February 5

February 19

April 9, 2016

ACT Test

March 4

March 5 – 18

May 7, 2016

SAT & Subject Tests

April 8

April 22

June 4, 2016

SAT & Subject Tests

May 5

May 20

June 11, 2016

ACT Test

May 6

May 7-20

Test Registration Information - The CEEB Code for Rancho del Mar High School is 052356



PSAT Test- The PSAT is an optional test is given once a year in October. The “P” in PSAT
stands for “Preliminary”. The PSAT is specifically designed to give students an indication of
how they will score on college entrance examinations. Rancho del Mar students may register
to take the PSAT at either PVPHS or PVHS. Students begin to register for the PSAT in the
PVPHS and PVHS Student Stores beginning in late September. There is a nominal fee.



SAT & SAT Subject Tests - Register for the SAT & Subject Tests at
www.collegeboard.com. For practice receive the SAT “Question of the Day” at
http://sat.collegeboard.com/practice/sat-question- of-the-day.



ACT Test - Register for the ACT Test at www.act.org. Students are encouraged to sign up to
take the ACT + Writing. Many colleges require the writing portion. For practice receive the ACT
“Question of the Day” at http://www.actstudent.org/gotd/.
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Books & Resources:
Resource and practice test books are available at the Palos Verdes Library, local book stores and
online. Some books and resource materials are also available for check-out at the high school
College Career Centers.
A good way to improve critical reading skills is to read passages that contain a
strong first person viewpoint. The opinion/editorial pages of a newspaper
(i.e. New York Times; Los Angeles Times; Washington Post; Wall Street Journal;
local newspapers) provide good practice material.

It is also helpful to have the “Question of the Day” emailed to you daily. Sign up
“http://sat.collegeboard.com/practice/sat-question-of-the-day.and/or
http://www.actstudent.org/gotd/.

Preparation Classes are offered through institutions add websites such as:
www.compassprep.com
(El Camino College) www.eccommunityed.com
www.ivywest.com
www.kaplan.com
www.number2.com
www.princetonreview.com
www.sylvanprep.com
www.uccp.org
http://testprep.cavhs.org/exams
It's Academic, 310-377-4509
Revolution Prep, 1-877-REV-PREP
Ivy Edge, 310-766-4868
UCLA Extension, 310-206-3340
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California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE)
http://www.chspe.net
The California High School Proficiency Exam is a test developed by the State Department of
Education to provide an opportunity for students to earn, by exam, a certificate of high school
proficiency. This certificate is equivalent to a high school diploma, valid in California, but is not
equivalent to completing all coursework required for regular graduation from high school. If you
are planning to attend a college or university, contact the individual institutions to verify entrance
requirements. The CHSPE may not be valid for entry into the military; military policies vary.
Passing the CHSPE does not, by itself, exempt minors from attending school. Dropping out of
school after registering for the CHSPE, or while waiting for results, is unlawful for those under 18.
Minors who pass the CHSPE must also have a verified parent/guardian letter of permission to
stop attending school. Minors who pass the CHSPE may also continue to work on their high
school diploma. State law also provides that if a minor leaves school after passing the CHSPE,
said minor may reenroll in the District in which he/she was registered as long as he/she is
no more than 18 years of age. There is no limit to the number of times a person may take
the California High School Proficiency Exam.
Registration for the California High School Proficiency Exam (CHSPE) is open to all persons who, on the
day of the test for which they wish to register:
 will be 16 years of age or older (there is no upper age limit), or
 will have completed one academic year or more of enrollment in the tenth grade, or
 will have been enrolled in their second semester of the tenth grade at the beginning of the
semester in which the test date occurs.

General Educational Development (GED) Test
Similar to the California High School Proficiency Exam, the GED provides students who pass with
a certificate considered the equivalent of a high school diploma. The GED test is for adults who do
not have a high school diploma. Those who pass the test receive a California High School
Equivalency Certificate. The GED test covers five subjects: reading, writing, math, science, and
social studies.
GED preparation classes and the GED test are available at Torrance Adult School
(www.tastusd.org), South Bay Adult School (www.southbayadult.org) or the Harbor Occupational
Center (www.harboroc.org) in San Pedro
Registration for the GED is open to all persons who, on the day of the test for which they wish to
register:
 are 18 years of age or older, or
 will turn 18 within 60 days of the test date.
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Serving in the military service offers many opportunities. Some of the benefits include the following:
 excellent pay
 travel
 educational training leading to a college degree
 certificate of completion of vocational or technical training
 scholarships and fellowships
 free medical and dental care
 promotion opportunities
 annual 30-day paid vacation
 low-cost life insurance
 lifetime retirement benefits after serving twenty years
 high school equivalency certificate
 housing, medical, and educational services for families
 specific guaranteed training upon entry
 opportunity to become a commissioned officer through ROTC or military academies
 commissary privilege
 recreational facilities/programs
 G.I. Bill
 noncontributory retirement program
Students who make a commitment to serve for a specified period of time in the United States Army,
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, or Marine Corps are eligible for college scholarships and student
aid programs. Some programs allow students to attend college first and then serve an equivalent
amount of time in the military after they graduate; other programs require that military service be
completed first.
Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC) scholarships provide college tuition, textbooks,
laboratory fees, and other academic expenses in addition to a tax-free subsistence allowance
each month of the school year. Applicants for competitive four-year scholarships are evaluated on
the following:






achievement on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT I) or American College Test (ACT)
high school academic record
recommendation of a high school official
record of extra-curricular activities
personal interview

For additional information students should contact the local recruiting office.
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NCAA FRESHMAN - ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
Students who plan to enroll in any Division I or Division II college or university should read this
information carefully. Students should also go to the NCAA Eligibility Center website to verify
accurate eligibility criteria and/or to register as a student-athlete.
Final transcripts are sent to:
Overnight Delivery:
NCAA Eligibility Center
NCAA Eligibility Center
Certification Processing
Certification Processing
P.O Box 7136
1802 Alonzo Watford Sr. Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46207-1736
Indianapolis, IN 46202
NCAA DIVISION I REQUIREMENTS

If you enroll before August 1, 2016, to be eligible to practice, compete and receive an athletic
scholarship in your first full-time year at a NCAA Division I school you must graduate from high
school and complete all of the following requirements.
1.Complete 16 NCAA core courses:
4 years of English.
3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).
2 years of natural/physical science (including 1 year of lab science if offered by high
school).
2 years of social science.
1 additional year of additional English, mathematics or natural/physical science.
4 additional years of courses from any area above, or world language or comparative
religion or philosophy.
2.Earn at least a 2.0 GPA in core courses.
Note: If you enroll after August 1, 2016, you must earn at least a 2.3 GPA in your core
courses.
3.Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score that matches your core course GPA
on the Division 1 sliding scale.
Note: See NCAA website for Division 1 sliding scale for students enrolling before
August 1, 2016 and for students enrolling on, or after, August 1, 2016.
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If you plan to attend a Division I school, you must complete 16 NCAA approved core courses in
eight academic semesters, or four consecutive academic years from the start of ninth grade. If
you graduate from high school early, you must still meet all of the NCAA core course
requirements.
If you graduate from high school on time and plan to attend a Division I school, you may complete
one additional NCAA core course within one year of your graduation date to meet core course
requirements or improve your GPA. You may complete the course at a school other than the
school from which you graduated, but you must make sure the course appears on the school’s list
of NCAA approved courses.
If you DO NOT meet the Division I standards:
If you enroll full-time at a Division I school BEFORE August 1, 2016, and you have not met all
the Division I academic standards, you would be a non-qualifier and may not practice,
compete or receive an athletic scholarship in your first year of college. You should contact
the compliance office at your Division I school for guidance.
If you enroll full-time at a Division I school AFTER August 1, 2016, and you have not met all
the Division I academic standards, you may not compete in your first year at college. If you
qualify as an academic redshirt (refer to NCAA eligibility website for redshirt qualifications),
you may practice during your first term and receive an athletic scholarship for the entire
year.
Division I Academic Certification – In order for you to receive an academic certification you
must submit a final transcript with proof of graduation, transcripts from all high schools you
have attended, test scores, no open academic tasks and be on a Division 1 school’s request list.
Once a certification has been completed, you will receive one of the following decisions if you
are being recruited by a Division 1 school (See NCAA eligibility website for detailed
descriptions).
Qualifier: You may practice, compete and receive an athletic scholarship during your first
year of enrollment at an NCAA Division I school.
Academic Redshirt: For those enrolling at a Division I school on or after August 1, 2016, you
may receive an athletic scholarship during your first year of enrollment and may practice
during your first regular academic term, but you may NOT compete during your first year of
enrollment. You must pass either eight quarter or nine semester hours in order to practice
in the next term.
Nonqualifier: You may not practice, receive an athletic scholarship or complete during your
first year of enrollment at a Division I school.
Early Academic Qualifier: If you meet specific criteria after six semesters, you may be
deemed an early academic qualifier for Division I. (See NCAA eligibility website for
detailed information).
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NCAA DIVISION II REQUIREMENTS
If you enroll before August 1, 2018, to be eligible to practice, compete and receive an athletic
scholarship in your first full-time year at a NCAA Division II school you must graduate from high
school and complete all of the following requirements. NCAA Division II requires that 16 core
courses must be completed after starting Grade 9 and before your first full-time college
enrollment.
1.Complete 16 NCAA core courses:
4 years of English.
2 years of mathematics (Algebra I or higher).
2 years of natural/physical science (including 1 year of lab science if offered
by high school).
2 years of social science.
3 additional years of English, mathematics or natural/physical science.
4 additional years of courses from any area above or world language or
comparative religion or philosophy.
2.Earn at least a 2.0 GPA in core courses.
Note: If you enroll after August 1, 2018, you must earn at least a 2.2 GPA in your core
courses.
3.Earn an SAT combined score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.
Note: If you enroll after August 1, 2018 you must earn an SAT combined score or an
ACT sum score that matches your core course GPA on the Division II competition
sliding scale. (See NCAA website.)
If you DO NOT meet the Division II standards:
If you enroll full-time at a Division II school BEFORE August 1, 2018, and you have not met
all the Division II academic standards, you may not compete in your first year. However, if
you meet the standards to be a partial qualifier, you may practice and receive an athletic
scholarship in your first year at college. To be a partial qualifier, you must graduate from
high school and meet ONE of the following standards:
1.Earn a 2.0 GPA in 16 core courses; or
2.Earn an SAT combined score of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.
If you enroll full-time at a Division II school AFTER August 1, 2018, and you have not met all
the Division II academic standards, you may not compete in your first year. However, if you
meet the standards to be a partial qualifier, you may practice and receive an athletic
scholarship in your first year at college. To be a partial qualifier, you must graduate from
high school and meet ALL of the following standards:
1.Complete 16 core courses;
2.Earn a 2.0 GPA in your core courses; and
3.Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score that matches your core course GPA
on the Division II partial qualifier sliding scale. (See NCAA website.
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Division II Academic Certification – In order for you to receive an academic certification you
must submit a final transcript with proof of graduation, transcripts from all high schools you
have attended, test scores, no open academic tasks and be on a Division II school’s request
list. Once a certification has been completed, you will receive one of the following decisions if
you are being recruited by a Division II school (See NCAA eligibility website for detailed
descriptions).

Qualifier: You may practice, compete and receive an athletic scholarship during your first year of
enrollment at an NCAA Division II school.
Partial Qualifier: You may receive an athletic scholarship and you may practice during your first
year of enrollment at an NCAA Division II school, but you may not compete.
Non-qualifier: You may not practice, receive an athletic scholarship or complete during your
first year of enrollment at a Division II school.
Early Academic Qualifier: If you meet specific criteria after six semesters, you may be
deemed an early academic qualifier for Division II. (See NCAA eligibility website for detailed
information).
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I.Other Resources





Library Card (Palos Verdes Library District)
Costume Closet
Food & Nutrition Services
Rancho del Mar FAQ
(Frequently Asked Questions)

II. Policies
 Attendance Policy
 Parent/Community Involvement Support Policy
 PVPUSD Safe Schools Policy
 PVPUSD Acceptable Use Agreement of Electronic
Resources (AUP) Policy (Computer Usage)
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Palos Verdes Library District

www.pvld.org
All students are encouraged to go on line and submit an application for a Palos
Verdes Library Card.
Go to: www.pvld.org
Click on “get a card” at the top of the page
Complete the application
Bring your application to the library and pick up your card. Note: If you are under
18, your parent may have to sign authorization for your card.
If you have additional questions, or need help, please call the Circulation Desk by
phone 310-377-9584, Ext. 602 or email librarycards@pvld.org

What’s Available????
Research & References
Homework help with Brainfuse
Books-Newspapers-Magazines
Language Course Practice
Page Specifically for Teens
And more!
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Dress Up? Drama Queen?
Singing Star? Halloween Haunt? History Buff? Fashion Icon?
Come visit the Costume Closet!
The Costume Closet is a community service program of the PVP Council of PTAs.
Its purposes are:
1) To provide costumes for curriculum-based programs and productions within the
PVPUSD.
2) To rent costumes to the community.
3) To provide funds to maintain the Costume Closet and support the budget of the
PVP Council of PTAs.

Costume Closet Location
Building “D”
300 Paseo del Mar
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274
Phone: 310-378-5005Email: costumecloset.pvppta@gmail.com
On the web at www.palosverdes.com/costumecloset/
The Costume Closet is located on the grounds of the PVPUSD Malaga Cove School Administration Center in
Building “D”, across from the offices of the Peninsula Education Foundation. Costume rentals are for 1 week. Cash,
credit or checks accepted.

Business Hours
Tuesday: By Appointment for theatrical productions
Wednesday-Friday: 10:30am-4:30pm
Saturday: 10:00am-1:00pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
*Please note that the Costume Closet follows the PVPUSD observed holidays.

Special Halloween Hours run from mid October thru the beginning of November, 10:00am-6:00pm. Monday –
Friday, 10:00am-5:00pm on Saturday.
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RANCHO DEL MAR HIGH SCHOOL
FOOD SERVICES AND LUNCH INFORMATION 20152016
GENERAL INFORMATION
Rancho del Mar High School has several vending machines on campus and also offers a sack
lunch program.
Your son/daughter is welcome to bring a prepared snack or lunch from home, however, no
homemade food may be shared on campus. If a student wants to bring food to share with others,
it must be store bought, enough for all students and approved, in advance, by the principal.
SACK LUNCH PROGRAM
The PVPUSD offers a sack lunch program, including beverage, to eat at 12:10pm. Sack lunches
are $4.00 each. To make the sack lunch program convenient for you, the District offers a prepaid
lunch ticket as an option to a daily cash purchase. A lunch ticket for 20 lunches may be purchased
for $80.00 using your VISA or MasterCard, personal check or cash. Please make checks payable to
PVPUSD Cafeteria Account and record your child's first and last name on the check. Checks and
cash may be accepted by the school office or you may call the PVPUSD Food Services at 310- 7320900, Ext. 780 to place your credit card order.
VENDING MACHINES
Several vending machines, offering snacks and beverages, are on campus. The machines accept
coins and $1 & $5 bills. Change is not available in the office. A microwave is not available.
FREE AND REDUCED MEAL PROGRAM
In some instances, children are eligible to receive a school lunch free or at a reduced price. If your
child qualifies for the “Free and Reduced-Price Meal Program” a sack lunch will be delivered by
the Food Service Department unless this privilege is declined by the household.

To be eligible, the family’s income must be within certain approved levels or the family must be
receiving AFDC or Food Stamps. Applications for free or reduced-price meals are available in
the school office or by contacting Food Services at 310- 732-0900, Ext. 780. The information is
confidential. Those households who were eligible for the meal program last year must
complete a new application by October 1, 2015. Please see the office manager for "Free and
Reduced" Price Meal Program applications.
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38 Crest Road West
Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058
310.377.6691 or f: 310.544.5526
www.pvpusd.net
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Rancho del Mar is a WASC accredited, free public continuation high school available to 1618 year old high school student residents within the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School
District. The school provides a structured, yet flexible, individualized alternative setting
designed to meet each student’s academic needs and the opportunity to earn a high school
diploma. The non-competitive, no-fail atmosphere promotes individual achievement and
self-responsibility, and develops self-esteem.
Q. What are indicators that a student may be in danger of not earning a high school diploma?
How would someone know if a student should be referred to Rancho del Mar?
A.The student fits one or more of the following indicators:
1. Sophomores
a) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 90 credits.
b) At the end of the sophomore year (June) the student has less than 120 credits.
2. Juniors
a) At the beginning of the junior year (September) the student has less than 120
credits.
b) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 145 credits.
c) At the end of the junior year (June) the student has less than 170 credits.
3. Seniors
a) At the beginning of the senior year (September) the student has less than 170
credits.
b) At the end of the first semester (January) the student has less than 195 credits.
4. Needs an individualized program and flexible schedule, or Independent Study, due to
recognized sports, entertainment, religious or authorized travel commitments.
5. Needs an individualized program in a smaller setting due to medical, emotional,
behavior issues or other issues.
6. Wants to graduate early.
7. Doesn't seem to fit in, or work well, on a traditional campus. May be a “loner” or
unhappy.
8. Chronic truant; Excessive absences or tardies; Cuts class regularly
9. At risk of becoming a drop-out or not graduating, or is at risk for any reason.
10. Other reasons...
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Q. Does a student have to be credit deficient or in crisis to attend Rancho del Mar?
A. No, some of our students have already met credit requirements. They just want a smaller
setting and an individualized program. Other students register because they want a course of
study which will lead to early graduation. In addition, through a modified Independent Studies
program, Rancho del Mar serves high school students who are unable to attend school
regularly due to a nationally recognized sport, entertainment or other authorized travel
commitment, or other extenuating circumstances.
Q. What courses does Rancho del Mar offer?
A. Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation in the PVPUSD. The courses
are approved by the Board of Education and textbooks are District adopted. Teachers
have developed an Academic Course Syllabus, aligned with the school goals and
District/State Standards, for each course. Each Academic Course Syllabus outlines course
requirements, assignments and deadlines. Just as at a traditional high school, students take
five courses at a time. Courses are taught by highly qualified, credentialed, high school
teachers.
Q. How is a student able to make up failed or missing courses?
A. Rancho del Mar offers all courses required for graduation throughout the year. At Rancho
del Mar, classes “labeled” as fall semester are offered in the spring as well as in the fall
and classes “labeled” as spring semester are offered in the fall as well as in the
spring. By comparison, a traditional high school offers fall semester classes only in the fall
and spring semester classes only in the spring.
Q. How can a student earn credits faster at Rancho del Mar than at a traditional high school?
A. Credits are earned through Academic Course Syllabus contract completion, not
traditional semester calendar deadlines.
Q. May a student take other courses, in addition to those offered at Rancho del Mar?
A. Many students take courses at SoCal ROC or a community college or online. Students
may also take a course not offered at Rancho del Mar (i.e. world language) online, or at one
of the traditional high schools, subject to authorization, outside of the Rancho del Mar
school day.
Q.Is Rancho del Mar accredited?
A. Rancho del Mar is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges
(WASC), just like Palos Verdes Peninsula High School and Palos Verdes High School. The
Rancho del Mar diploma looks just like their diplomas. Only the school name and logo are
different.
Q. What is the teacher-student ratio?
A. Rancho del Mar maintains a teacher-student ratio of 1:15 or less. Enrollment fluctuates
during the year as students enter and leave. Some students graduate early. Others
transfer to a traditional high school. The counselors and administration at the traditional
high school continually review student records, actions and needs to identify potential
transfers. Rancho del Mar serves some students temporarily until a final appropriate
placement is identified, as well as other students in their outside placement through a
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cooperative effort with the juvenile authorities and facility counselors.
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Q. What are the graduation requirements? Is there a graduation ceremony?
A. The graduation requirements at Rancho del Mar are 220 credits, identical to those at
the traditional high schools. Just as at the traditional high schools, Rancho del Mar has a
Senior Breakfast and a cap & gown graduation ceremony. Seniors may attend Grad Night
at either Palos Verdes Peninsula High School or Palos Verdes High School.
Q.Is a student able to continue his/her education after graduating from Rancho del Mar?
A. Most of our students continue their education by attending community college and
then transferring to a four-year institution. Some directly enter a four-year college. Others
enter the military or the job market.
Q. At what time of the year may a student enroll at Rancho del Mar?
A. Rancho del Mar accepts students at any time throughout the school year. Close to the end
of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters, the intake period may be modified. Once the 4 th quarter
is underway students are not accepted, except in extenuating circumstances.
Q. What is the procedure for referral?
A.The Rancho del Mar staff works in close cooperation with the traditional high school staff. The
following is the usual procedure, although parents may call directly.
1. The traditional high school counselor, administrator or teacher notifies the Rancho del
Mar principal of a potential student.
2. The Rancho del Mar principal reviews the following: Student Profile; Transcript;
Grades; Graduation Progress Report; Attendance Record; Discipline Record (if one);
Obligations (if any)
3. The Rancho del Mar principal sets up a pre-admission Intake Conference with the
student and at least one parent. (See below for conference details.) If the student has
an active IEP, a Change of Placement IEP meeting will also be scheduled. If the timing
works, the two meetings may be combined.
4. After the conference, the Rancho del Mar principal requests formal transfer of the
student and Cumulative/IEP records from the sending school.
Note: When appropriate, the Rancho del Mar principal may attend Student Study Team,
IEP or disciplinary meetings at the traditional high school to assist with program
development, placement and student options.
Q. What happens during the pre-admission Intake Conference?
A. The Rancho del Mar principal personally spends 1 to 2 hours with each student and parent
in a pre-admission Intake Conference to discuss Rancho del Mar’s education strategies,
program, rules and policies, as well as student goals. The student’s records (transcript,
grades, graduation progress, attendance, discipline, etc.) are reviewed and a course of study,
which will lead to a high school diploma is planned. The student and parent receive a copy of
the Rancho del Mar Handbook. On the student’s first day, he/she meets with the counselor to
discuss courses, requirements, post-secondary options and take a tour of the campus.
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Q. Is a student permitted to return to a traditional high school?
A. Students who have attended Rancho del Mar a minimum of one (1) full semester, have
completed required courses and credits, have passed both portions of the CAHSEE,
have good attendance and no disciplinary problems may request a return to a traditional
high school at the semester break. The transfer is subject to a positive recommendation from
the Rancho del Mar principal and acceptance by the receiving high school administration. (See
Transfer Policy in this Handbook.)
Q. What about extra-curricular activities?
A. The students at Rancho del Mar are welcome to attend sports events, dances, proms and
student activities offered by the traditional high schools. Rancho del Mar elects an Associated
Student Body (ASB) president and two representatives. The ASB hosts several specific
Rancho del Mar student activities and plans several community service projects.
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Rancho del Mar High School
A California Model School

38 Crest Road West • Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058

ATTENDANCE POLICY
LOCAL TRUANCY ORDINANCES
(DAYTIME CURFEW)
The listed truancy ordinances are in effect between the hours of 8:30am and 13:30pm. A student
enrolled at Rancho del Mar must be in his/her classroom no later than 8:25am and remain in assigned
classes until dismissal. School is dismissed at 12:10pm for regular dismissal and 1:00pm, or later, if
assigned to 6th period Tutorial Clinic (if student has excessive absences/tardies and/or is not making
adequate progress). Students who are tardy to school must report to the office before going to their
classroom. Students violating Truancy Ordinances are subject to a truancy violation citation.
In accordance with state law, "excused" absences do not exist. When a student is absent it impacts
his/her academic progress and the school loses $50 of state funding for that student for that day. We
appreciate those who reimburse the school budget the $50 per day. Checks are made payable to
Rancho del Mar High School.
We recognize that some absences are unavoidable. If your son/daughter will be tardy or absent due to
illness, medical appointment, court appointment, college visit or family bereavement, please call the
school office (310-377-6691) in advance, but no later than 8:30 am the morning of the absence.
Truancy, suspension, and class cuts are unauthorized absences from school for any part of the school
day missed. Students will be assigned additional attendance hours to make up tardies and absences.
If your son/daughter has an anticipated absence of five (5) days or longer, you may request an
Independent Study Contract from the school office.
A parent planning to be out of town must notify the school office and provide temporary guardian
information prior to departure.
Rancho Palos Verdes, 9.12.030 RPVMC
Rolling Hills, 9.34.020 RHMC
Rolling Hills Estates, 9.08.030 RHEMC
Palos Verdes Estates, 48264 Ed. Code13202.7 CVC
Lomita, 4-1.20.1 LMC
L.A. City (including San Pedro), 45.04 LAMC
L.A. County, 13.57.010 LACC
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Rancho del Mar High School
A California Model School
38 Crest Road West • Rolling Hills, CA 90274-5058
(310) 377-6691 • FAX (310) 544-5526
Mrs. Rosemary Humphrey, Principal

Parent/Community
Involvement Support Policy
(Parent refers to any caregiver who has responsibility for, caring for a child.)

The staff of Rancho del Mar High School believes that the education of its students is a shared
responsibility. A critical part of effective schooling is a partnership between home and school.
Families and schools need to collaborate to help students meet with success.
The school's primary responsibility is to provide a high-quality curriculum and instructional program in a
supportive and effective learning environment that enables all students to complete the graduation
requirements of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District and meet the academic
expectations set forth in the California Academic Standards.
Parents have the responsibility and opportunity to work with the schools in a mutually supportive and
respectful partnership with the goal of helping their son/daughter succeed in school. Students also have
responsibility in this partnership as they work towards achieving academic success. Please see the
School/Student/Parent Contract (included in this Handbook) for additional information.
Research has shown that involvement by parents as partners in their children's education contributes
greatly to student achievement and conduct.
 Families provide the primary educational environment.
 Parent involvement in their child's education improves student achievement.
 Parent involvement in a child's education is more important to student success than family
income or education.
 Parent involvement with the school is most effective when it is supportive, long-lasting and wellplanned.
 The benefits of parent involvement for students are not limited to early childhood or elementary
grades; benefits continue on through high school.
 Parents need to be involved in supporting their children's education, both at home and in the
school, in order to ensure the quality of their child’s school.
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Rancho del Mar High School
Parent/Community Involvement Support Policy – Continued
The Rancho del Mar Parent Involvement Policy is developed, reviewed and updated with the
assistance of parents. The Policy is included in the Student/Parent Handbook, which is issued to each
family. The Principal reviews all contents of the Student/Parent Handbook with each new enrollee, and
his/her parent, during the Intake conference. The Policy is also incorporated in the school's action plan,
readily available to the local community.
A Back-To-School Night, to which all parents are invited, is held in October at a time and date
convenient for the parent community. The written notice (in English and other languages as needed) is
sent to all parents. Parents are also welcome to participate as a member of the Principal's Advisory
Committee, which meets three to four times a year and supports a variety of school activities. They are
encouraged to visit the Rancho del Mar website and use Aeries.net student/parent portal. A school
newsletter is mailed home each fall, winter and spring. Ongoing email blast communiqués are sent.
Through these meetings and communiqués parents are involved on an ongoing basis in the planning,
review and improvement of school programs and plans. The principal and school staff provide
information about curriculum, student progress, local and state assessment results, the school's Annual
Proficiency Index (API) and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), student support programs, budget, and
school activities and events. Suggestions for family and education-related workshops are also offered.
In addition, on-going school/student/parent conferences keep parents and students informed regarding
student progress as well as provide strategies for success. The responsibilities of the school, student
and parent are discussed at the Intake Conference, school/ student/parent conferences, Back-To-School
Night and other meetings.
A School/Student/Parent Contract is included in the Registration Materials and the Student/Parent
Handbook. The Contract is reviewed annually with parents and updated as needed. The Handbook and
Contract explain how parents, students and school staff share the responsibility for student academic
achievement. A Handbook Acknowledgment Form and the Contract are signed by each student and
parent.
The Handbook and Contract describe how the school staff will be responsible for providing a highquality instructional program that enables students to meet the California academic standards, and a
safe, nurturing learning environment for all students. Both documents also explain the student and
parent responsibility as partners in the educational process.
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Parent/Community Involvement Support Information &
Donation Form
We invite you as a parent/guardian/community member to
participate in the Rancho del Mar High School community.
Rancho del Mar does not have a PTA or Booster Club.
Donations to support the program at Rancho del Mar are
very welcome! Rancho del Mar High School relies on
donations from parents and community organizations.
Thank you in advance for your donation and support which
will allow us to provide the best possible educational
opportunities for our students.

If you can help and/or make a donation, please return the bottom portion of this form and your
donation to the school office. Anything you can do, or contribute, is appreciated.
Parent/Guardian Name:

Date:

Student Name:
I will support the programs at Rancho del Mar by: (Please check):
Making a monetary donation to support school activities and assemblies.
(Please attach a check payable to Rancho del Mar High School. Amount: $

)

Becoming a member of the Principal’s Advisory Committee (meets 3 to 4 times a year,
usually from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM).
Providing teachers’ appreciation hospitality treats, or hospitality at school events.
Providing prizes for the door raffle for the Senior Breakfast.
Assisting with Graduation ceremony set-up/decorating.
Assisting with Graduation Reception for senior families.
Other:
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CARE at Rancho del Mar High School means graduates who will be...
COMPLEX THINKERS WHO:





Are analytical, creative and able to transfer learned skills to new situations.
Use logical and effective decision-making processes to develop
solutions to problems.
Show personal growth as measured by counselor notes and student work
portfolios maintained by each teacher.
Apply complex problem-solving processes and critical thinking to real-life scenarios by
analyzing, interpreting and evaluating significant concepts within various contexts.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVERS WHO:





Demonstrate progress and ability in academic subjects as measured by credit
achievement and assessment data, and the California State Standards.
Use knowledge of cultural, historic and geographic factors to understand the
present and anticipate the future.
Understand the contributions to our society, and to humanity, by other cultures.
Understand the structures, operations and relationships of local, state and
federal government.

RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS WHO:





Are career-focused and demonstrate knowledge of work and career
exploration, basic work skills and are aware of post-secondary education and
training opportunities, including colleges and specialized schools.
Contribute time, energies and talents to improve the quality of life in their environments.
Are positive and productive citizens, tolerant of individual differences
Practice inter- and intra-personal living skills as productive members of society.

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS WHO:




Communicate in an organized and effective manner through both written
and oral expressions and/or through artistic expression.
Understand and use available information sources and technology to
receive and interpret information necessary to carry out tasks.
Synthesize information from multiple sources, identify complexities and
discrepancies in the information, and appreciate the different
perspectives found in each medium.
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