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International Mindedness

International Mindedness
ò Our vast world is becoming smaller and flatter with
every tweet, post, text and Skype. The ability to
communicate instantaneously has irrevocably changed
our way of life. Today, our accessibility to the world
through innovations in communication and technology
is creating an increasingly smaller, flatter planet.
Through these innovations, we are able to virtually
transport ourselves to any place on the globe, making the
world truly our world. Albert Einstein wrote, “Our
separation from each other is an optical illusion of
consciousness.” Thus, it can be said that our
interconnectivity is inevitable. - Bryson

International Mindedness
ò Intercultural understanding;
ò Global engagement; and
ò Multilingualism.

International Mindedness
Activities
ò Student Exchange Programs
ò Teacher Exchange Program
ò Language Immersion Program
ò International Student Leadership Symposium
ò International Mindedness Educator Symposium

Student Exchange Programs
ò Argentina
ò Costa Rica
ò Canada

Semana 2

Programa de intercambio
Westlake - La Paz Community School
Esta semana tuvimos clases de baile el lunes por la
noche con profe Martha, salsa, merengue y un poco
de Bachata, James es un natural. Estuvimos en clases
con los chicos de 10mo despidiéndonos también pues
salieron de viaje. Fuimos a surfear a Playa Grande
con Henry (fotos luego). En la tarde estuvimos en las
Fiestas de La Paz, bueyes, comidas y actividades
típicas de Costa Rica. El domingo fuimos de paseo a
la finca de Guachipelín con Gina, canopy, caballos y
más actividades. Ayer nos mudamos de casa todos.
Estamos listos para semana 3.

Teacher Exchange Program

Summer Language Immersion

International Student
Leadership Program
ò Westlake Is Hosting the ISLS
ò March 20 -28
ò Partnering with Deloitte
ò Planning Team will comprise of Grade 10, 11 and 12
Students
ò Detailed Presentation at September BOT

Student Shoulder to Shoulder
ò Organization that partners with schools to connect students
with NGO’s addressing issues of endemic poverty and
environmental degradation
ò Students Traveled to countries with teachers to make an
impact on the world. Each travel opportunity is connected to
a course.
ò During the travel phase, these courses require students to
spend time reflecting about the learning that occurs through
their immersion and service experiences.
ò Students Shoulder-to-Shoulder hosts the annual,
international Forum to inspire, educate, and connect their
partners.

IMES
ò We are currently working on IMES2018
ò This will be our 4th Annual Conference
ò We invite teachers from the Americas to partner with us to
create global participation opportunities for our students.
ò It is designed to deepen WA’s understanding of
International Mindedness
ò Build a pathway to global collaboration
ò Provide authentic international learning experiences
ò Model the IB Learner Profile for the WA community

Countries In Attendance
ò Monterey, Mexico
ò San Miguel, Mexico
ò Argentina
ò Costa Rica
ò Canada
ò Westlake, Texas

International Mindedness
In The Classroom
ò An internationally minded learner is an openminded thinker who is knowledgeable of the
world and able to effectively communicate
the human condition in a reflective, caring,
and principled manner. They are risk-takers
in their disciplined inquiries of their world as
they balance the complexities of their lives.

IB Action & Service
From the Classroom to the Community

Learning through ExperienceAction in the PYP
What are some ways you might
notice your child taking action?
•
•
•
•
•

Using the IB Learner Profile or PYP Attitudes in
conversation.
Making connections between what they learned at
school and something they see or do at home.
Voluntarily telling you about or asking questions
about something they learned in school.
Finding books at the library about something they
learned in school.
Researching additional information about
something they learned in school.

Learning through ExperienceAction in the PYP
What are some ways you might
notice your child taking action?
•
•
•
•
•

Connecting current events and real-world
scenarios to concepts learned in school.
Taking part in an activity (volunteering, helping,
creating, etc.) because of what was learned.
Bringing a “show and tell” to school that relates to
something they learned.
Setting personal goals that positively impact their
learning or the work of others.
Teaching others about the ideas, problems,
solutions, issues and information that they
investigate at school.

ACTION
LEARNING BY DOING AND
EXPERIENCING

MYP SERVICE = SUBSET
OF ACTION
ò Action in the MYP is an essential component of the
learning process.
ò The MYP aims to help students develop their
personal understanding, their emerging sense of self
and their developmentally appropriate responsibility
in their community.
ò As students become more aware and acquire a better
understanding of the context, and of their
responsibilities, they become empowered to make
choices about how to take thoughtful and positive
action.
-Taken from: MYP: From Principles into Practice

LEARNING
ACTION
SERVICE
ò Service requires that students are able to build
authentic connections between what they learn in
the classroom and what they encounter in the
community.
ò When connected to classroom learning, the
experience of service offers opportunities to apply
concepts, skills and knowledge.
ò Through service as action they become “actors” in
the “real world” beyond school.
- From: MYP: From Principles into Practice

MYP LEARNING
OUTCOMES FOR SERVICE
MYP students should, through their engagement
with service as action:
ò become more aware of their strengths and areas
for growth
ò undertake challenges that develop new skills
ò discuss, evaluate and plan student-initiated
activities
ò persevere in action

MYP LEARNING
OUTCOMES FOR SERVICE
MYP students should, through their engagement with
service as action:
ò work collaboratively with others
ò develop international-mindedness through global
engagement, multilingualism and intercultural
understanding
ò consider the ethical implications of their actions.

WA SERVICE AS ACTION
EXPERIENCES
ò Empty Bowls Project inspired by MYP Design
ò Butterfly Garden Planning inspired by MYP
Geometry
ò Writing letters to soldiers inspired by MYP
Language and Literature

CAS and the Diploma
Programme

CAS

CAS
ò Creativity: involves a wide range of arts and other activities that
involve creative thinking for the student to design, plan and carry out
service projects.
ò Activity: can include participation in expeditions, individual and
team sports, physical training and physical exertion contributing to a
healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work elsewhere in the DP.
ò Service: involves community or social service for others. By
definition, it must stress interaction with others. Service is
relationship based; activities should not only involve doing things for
others but also doing things with others and developing a real
commitment. An unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning
benefit for the student.

CAS
The CAS programme aims to develop students who:
Ø enjoy and find significance in a range CAS experiences
Ø purposefully reflect upon their experiences
Ø identify goals, develop strategies and determine further
actions for personal growth
Ø explore new possibilities, embrace new challenges and
adapt to new roles
Ø actively participate in planned, sustained, and collaborative
CAS projects
Ø understand they are members of local and global
communities with responsibilities towards each other and
the environment.

CAS
Ø 3-4 hours of CAS per week with reflection.
Ø Students engage in CAS involving one or more of the three CAS
strands. A CAS experience can be a single event or may be an
extended series of events.
Ø Further, students undertake a CAS project of at least one month’s
duration. The project challenges the students to:
ü show initiative
ü demonstrate perseverance
ü develop skills such as collaboration, problem solving and
decision making
Ø A CAS project is ongoing for over an extended period of time
and can combine two or all three strands of CAS Students must
document their activities on ManageBac.

CAS Learning Outcomes
1) Identify own strengths and develop areas for growth: Students are able
to see themselves as individuals with various abilities and skills, of which
some are more developed than others.
2) Demonstrate that challenges have been undertaken, developing new
skills in the process: A new challenge may be an unfamiliar experience
or an extension of an existing one. The newly acquired or developed skills
may be shown through experiences that the student has not previously
undertaken or through increased expertise in an established area.
3) Demonstrate how to initiate and plan a CAS experience: Students can
articulate the stages from conceiving an idea to executing a plan for a
CAS experience or series of CAS experiences. This may be accomplished
in collaboration with other participants. Students may show their
knowledge and awareness by building on a previous experience, or by
launching a new idea or process.

CAS Learning Outcomes
4) Show commitment to and perseverance in CAS experiences:
Students demonstrate regular involvement and active engagement in
CAS.
5) Demonstrate the skills and recognize the benefits of working
collaboratively: Students are able to identify, demonstrate and
critically discuss the benefits and challenges of collaboration gained
through CAS experiences.
6) Demonstrate engagement with issues of global significance:
Students are able to identify and demonstrate their understanding of
global issues, make responsible decisions, and take appropriate action
in response to the issue either locally, nationally or internationally.
7) Recognize and consider the ethics of choices and actions: Students
show awareness of the consequences of choices and actions in
planning and carrying out CAS experiences.

Presidential Volunteer
Service Award
ò The Presidential Volunteer Service Award as recognizes
individual students who are dedicated to service.
ò PVSA is not part of the Westlake Academy IB service
requirements for MYP or DP. However, many of our students
qualify for this award.
ò Ms. Estrada and Ms. Busico-Flight verify all submissions, track
time, and contact supervisors to verify service activities.
ò Once verification is finished, students will be informed of their
service level of awards (Bronze, Silver, Gold, etc).
ò Awards are ordered and celebrated during the end of the year
awards ceremony.

Student Life

Student Life @ WA
ò Clubs
ò Organizations
ò Athletics
ò After School Activities

