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Superintendent Shares
Thoughts on His First Year
By Dr. Thomas A. Lesniewski,
Superintendent of Schools

Ms. Louise Maine works with her academic biology students as
they use Google Apps for Education, along with research resources
online as they study genetics.

Summer Tech Camp Offers
Teachers Choices for Learning
By Melissa Fedigan,

Instructional Technology Specialist,

and Matthew Curry,
English teacher

As the school year comes to
an end and students are excited
to leave their books behind to
enjoy summer, a group of teachers in Punxsutawney Area School
District are planning for the tenth
annual Summer Tech Camp. According to the district tech coach,
Melissa Fedigan, “This is an
exciting time for us to plan and
develop conference-like sessions
for all teachers in the district
from kindergarten to high school.
We have nearly 32 sessions which
will be held over six different
days in July. There will be many
options for all teachers from kindergarten through twelfth grade.”
Matt Curry, English teacher and
district webmaster, adds, “It has
been a team effort. We have enlisted the help of teachers both
in and out of our district who are
leaders when it comes to using
technology in their classrooms.”
Each year, the preparation
for Summer Tech Camp begins

as early as March by taking an
inventory of what technology
training teachers need the most
throughout the district. For the
past several years, Tech Camp
has focused on the high school’s
implementation of an online
Learning Management System
(LMS) called Canvas. This tool
allows teachers to post assignments and grades, as well as
communicate with students and
add supplemental materials online to help students learn. Now
that many of these teachers have
become comfortable using Canvas, the focus of Tech Camp is
turning back to include all district teachers once again.
This summer, Tech Camp
will feature a conference-style
format, including a variety of
sessions that will allow teachers
from around the district to pick
and choose trainings that are
most relevant to their respective
teaching assignments. These
sessions are designed to offer
tools and ideas that will bring a
new dimension to the classroom,
no matter if it is with an iPad or
(Continued on Page 8)

As the school year concludes, I have a few thoughts on
the day-to-day happenings in the Punxsutawney Area School
District (PASD):
• School Spirit is alive and well in PASD. I have had the
opportunity to attend many extra-curricular activities and have
been very impressed how our students support each other,
whether at a sporting event, at the Senior Variety Show or the
Spring Music Showcase. This pride in their school is evident
and helps to create a community bond that is so important for an
educational organization.
• Our teaching staff from grades K to 12 truly cares about
the success of our students. From my formal observations of
multiple classrooms across the district to watching the daily
happenings in the hallways or cafeterias, it is evident our
teachers go above and beyond to help all students achieve
success and daily growth.
• Technology Integration: Our students and staff continue to
explore new methods and procedures to fully utilize our current
technology. From the 7th grade students carrying their laptops
throughout the day and staff exploring the latest social studies
online textbooks or using Google Education in their classrooms,
this ongoing pursuit to help students achieve will be a daily
process that will continue to prosper.
• Consolidation/Right Sizing process continues to evolve as
the district looks to fully utilize tax dollars in an appropriate
manner. PASD is fully committed to creating an educational
infrastructure that meets both the needs of our students and
the available resources in the Punxsutawney community. This
process is difficult but the resulting change will benefit the
district for the next decade and beyond.
I am excited for the 2017-18 school year. PASD will continue
to evolve in a positive manner that enables students to make
connections with the real world. As the American author Ralph
Ellison wrote, “Education is all a matter of building bridges.” Our
district will continue to build “bridges” for all of our students.

New Strategies Aim to
Improve Learning Outcomes

By Richard Britten,

Assistant to the Superintendent

The
Punxsutawney Area
School District is striving to provide the best education and learning opportunities for our students. As we continue to develop
and implement more effective
and efficient uses of technology,
we hope to create enhanced op-

portunities for customized learning. This will improve the overall
educational process for all of our
students.
Teachers are developing strategies to enable students to gain
access to materials and resources
from various locations and times.
One strategy is called “flipped
learning.” Flipped learning is not
(Continued on Page 3)

READ 180 Leads to Growth and Gains
By Natalie Enslen,

Supervisor of Special Education

Thanks to the incorporation
of the READ 180 program from
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt into
the local curriculum, students
with lower than grade level expected Lexiles are making progress in strengthening their reading skills.
But, what is a Lexile? Lexile.
com explains the term this way:
“Students receive a Lexile reader
measure as a score from a reading test - it describes his or her
reading ability. Books and other
texts receive a Lexile text measure from a software tool called
the Lexile Analyzer - it describes
the book’s reading demand or difficulty. When used together, these
measures can help match a reader
with reading material that is at an
appropriate difficulty or help give
an idea of how well a reader will
comprehend a text. The Lexile
reader measure can also be used
to monitor a reader’s growth in
reading ability over time. Lexile
helps readers grow, and helps
parents and teachers know.”
Students receiving reading instruction in our READ 180 classrooms, 4th grade through 8th
grade, are demonstrating great
growth and gains. Recently, the
teachers implementing READ
180 in their classrooms met with
company representatives from
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,

The fourth grade READ 180 class had plenty to discuss about a recent assignment. Pictured clockwise from the front are
Bryana Vos, Abbagail Brewer, Paschance Sutter, Claire Skarbek, Mrs. Katie James, Seth Wazelle, Aidan West, and Jeremy White.

READ 180. The READ 180 experts presented the teachers with a
data report in the form of a Gains
Analysis. The Gains Analysis report revealed that our students are
showing great gains in their reading Lexile levels.
According to the data collected
in the Gains Analysis, there was
strong evidence of students using
the software effectively, as well
as strong evidence that students
were showing growth in using
the software. There were 141 students in the program that had sufficient data for analysis.
• 77% of the students using the
program showed Lexile gains;

Fifth grade students, Caleb Adams (left), Robert Weibrecht, and Logan Ellenberger found lots to smile
about as they finished a READ 180 assignment.
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This fifth grade class reacted to a
READ 180 lesson. Shown clockwise
from the left are Dylan Storey,
Zachery Edgell, Mrs. Karen Drozd,
Olivia London, and Gregory Doty.

• 50% of the students had already met their end-of-the-year
goal by February;
• 18% of the students met 2
times their goals.
There were 41 students that
scored as Reading Super Stars.
Super Stars showed evidence that
there was strong software participation and high Lexile gains. To
qualify as a Reading Super Star,
the student demonstrates a growth
rate of Lexiles between 1.0-4.0.
Ten of the forty-one Super Stars
students had growth rates above
2.3.
The teachers implementing
the READ 180 reading program
are getting results. The student
growth results reviewed from the
Gains Analysis are proving that
students are growing and making
great gains in their reading Lexiles.

Newly inducted members of the Tri-M Music Honor Society are pictured along with advisors and the keynote speaker. Front (from left)
Erin Knepper (advisor), Nancy Pearce (keynote speaker), Katie LaBelle (historian), Bailey Blair (treasurer), Sydney Fischer (secretary), Caitlyn
Rodgers (vice president), Delaney Martino (president), and Kurt Cessna (advisor)

Tri-M Music Honor Society Chartered at PAHS
By Jeffrey Long,

High School Principal

Punxsutawney Area High
School held the chartering ceremony for the Tri-M Music Honor
Society on Wednesday, April 26.
Tri-M is an organization that focuses on developing future leaders in music education and advocacy. It is the only honor society
specifically for student musicians
in grades 6-12, and PAHS is the
proud host of its newest chapter.
Nationwide, Tri-M is comprised
of approximately 1,800 chapters
serving more than 75,000 members.
“The founding of the Punxsutawney Area High School

Chapter of Tri-M is just one of
the many ways that the music
program has really taken off over
the past several years,” according
to Paul Hetrick, assistant principal at PAHS. And it seems that he
is right. With the number of choral and band students on the rise
each year, the school has seen
the start of “Coffee House” performances by students who want
to showcase their musical talents,
multiple placements at district,
regional, and state-level competition, and excited requests from
sports teams to have more school
musical performances at games.
In addition to chartering the
newest chapter of Tri-M, PAHS
also inducted new members into

the organization. Membership in
the society is selective on the basis of scholarship, leadership, and
service. In all, 43 new members
were inducted, including 7 seniors, 16 juniors, 9 sophomores,
and 11 freshmen.
During the ceremony, TriM officers led their classmates
through induction, citing virtues
that society members possess and
administering their solemn oath.
Elected officers include Delaney
Martino, president; Caitlyn Rodgers, vice-president; Bailey Blair,
treasurer; Sydney Fischer, secretary, and Katie LaBelle, historian.
The keynote speaker for the induction program was Mrs. Nancy

(Continued from Page One)
simply
a
“flipped
classroom.” Flipped learning, from
Flippedlearning.org,
contains
four pillars. The pillars are a
flexible environment, learning culture, intentional content,
and a professional educator that
observes and monitors student
learning and provides timely
feedback and assessment. We are
creating opportunities to address
the needs of the teachers as they
continue their journey toward individualized learning.

As we look to the 2017-2018
school year and beyond, we plan
to improve our student learning
environments by providing more
opportunities for individualized
learning. In cooperation with the
Intermediate Units 6 and 23, we
will start a two-year project that
will send a team to be trained on
personalized learning. This team
will begin to implement a philosophy that will focus on using
technology, teaching strategies,
and learning environments that
will be based on the individual
student’s learning needs.
As the team increases their
knowledge and skills, they will
become resources within our
district. We will begin to shift
our curriculum to Pennsylvania
Learns. Pennsylvania Learns is

Pearce, a recently-retired career
music teacher in Punxsutawney.
Indeed, the school district and
community alike will be blessed
to have a local chapter of Tri-M.
Members must meet a certain
grade average to maintain membership, which will promote academics. They will also be conducting many collective service
hours on local projects in the
years to come. But overall, the
founding of this society chapter
will definitely promote the love
and appreciation of the musical
arts, which in many ways is just
as important to our students as
academic success as they begin
their lives beyond high school.

New Strategies Aim to Improve Learning Outcomes

Laura
Keeley,
second
grade teacher at West End,
encourages Austin Nolder
and Morgan Milliron as they
tackle an assignment.

a collection of standard aligned
courses that are housed in iTunesU. Teachers will be able to create a PA Core aligned curriculum
and resources that will be able
to be accessed through an iPad.
Students and parents should then
be able to access needed materials and resources through the internet.
It is a long journey until we finally arrive at a place where we
incorporate individualized learning for every student. With the
cooperation of the Punxsutawney
Area School Board, faculty, administration, and community, we
are on our way down that path.
Through a carefully crafted vision, hard work, and commitment
to our students, we will succeed
in this endeavor.
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District Wishes the Best to Seven Retiring Teachers
By Dr. Sharon Weber,
Elementary Principal

As schools transition to summer programs and activities, the
district expresses its appreciation
and best wishes to seven retiring teachers. They include Susan Deeley, John Knopick, Rob
McHenry, Joyce Martino, Alan
Nichol, Susan Walker, and Christina Williams.
The elementary students were
excited to begin their first day
of the summer break on June 7,
though numerous students mentioned being sad because there
were four elementary professionals who are retiring at the end of
the 2016-2017 school year.
With a combined total of
140.83 years in education and a
total of 127.83 years of service in
the Punxsutawney Area School
District, these four individuals
will be missed and thought of
fondly by the students, parents,
staff and administrators at PASD.
The three retirees from the
middle school and the high school
represent an additional 85 years
of experience in the classrooms.
They, too, are going to be missed
by their colleagues and the students with whom they taught and
worked.
Here is a look at the educational lives of our elementary retirees:

Mrs. Susan Walker proudly stands with her 2016-2017 1st grade Mapleview class. Pictured with her are
(First row, left to right): Lyndsey Schurr, Brinly Weaver, Eva Yount, Madison Bennett; (Second): Anna Poling,
Clayton Patterson, Peyton Overholser, Kyler Neese, Abby Martin, and Nolan Stahlman; (Third row): Benson
Guess, Charlie Tucker, Alexis Shaffer, Dravin Bouch, Gavin McDivitt, Kelsey Cook, and Teeg Hetrick.
Mrs. Susan Walker – This student teaching experience in asking if she’d want to teach first
first grade instructional expert at- an open classroom in the Marion grade at Mapleview. Thankfully
she accepted, and she’s been at
tended IUP for her bachelor’s de- Center School District.
gree and did her student teaching
After college, Mrs. Walker Mapleview shaping Grade 1
in Grade 1 at West End with Mrs. taught Grade 2 for one year at minds since 1982.
Commenting on her experiMarie Halchin. Mrs. Walker stat- SSCD before being hired by
ed that this is where she devel- PASD as the Title I math teacher ence, Mrs. Walker said, “The
oped her love of first grade. She for three years at Bell Township. change that happens to a first
also completed her fifth grade She was thrilled to then get a call grader from the time I get them
until they finish with me…there’s
nothing like it. They grow so
much, and it is such a worthwhile
experience. They come in and
are so needy and dependent on
you. They leave so much more
independent.”
Mrs. Susan Deeley – This
3rd grade language authority attended Clarion University for
her bachelor’s degree and did her
student teaching at Mapleview in
1st and 3rd grades for her field
experiences. After graduation,
Mrs. Deeley substituted for nine
years, including securing several
long-term sub positions. She was
hired at Mapleview to instruct
3rd graders, and she taught at
that building for 16 years. Also
during her tenure at PASD, Mrs.
Deeley also taught at Jenks 2nd
grade for a year and then moved
to West End to enrich 3rd grade
minds for the last seven years to
finish out her exceptional career.
Mrs. Deeley stated, “I knew
from a young age I wanted to be
Mrs. Susan Deeley’s 2016-2017 third grade students smile along with her for her final class group a teacher. As I attended elemenphoto. Pictured are (Back row, left to right): Deeley, Addison Pennington, Isaac Hanley, Kolton Powers, tary school at West End, I always
Camryn Hall, Brandon Poling, Haley Bridge, and Tucker Harkleroad-Peace Middle row, (left to right): Kairi dreamed of being a teacher there.
Pratt, Hayden Smith, Zoey Smith, Lilly Farcus, Chloe Silverstein, and Cooper Parente; Front row, (left to I feel as if I have come full circle
right): Alex Farber, Harley Sheller, Ava White, Ryken Catarouche, Rayden Vozsnyak, and Mason Brewer.
(Continued on Next Page)
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District Wishes the Best to Seven Retiring Teachers
(Continued from Previous Page)

now that I am retiring as a teacher from West End Elementary
School. I have enjoyed many
rewarding years teaching in the
Punxsutawney Area School District. I enjoyed teaching students,
watching them progress and mature, and seeing them believe in
themselves.”
Mrs. Joyce Martino – This
physical education dynamo attended IUP for her bachelor’s degree and completed her elementary student teaching in elementary
in PASD and her high school experience at Rural Valley School
District. She substituted for one
year in multiple school districts
and then was hired as physical
education teacher at PASD. During her time in our district, Mrs.
Martino taught 3.5 years at the
middle school, and (fortunately
for our children!) the remaining
31.5 at the elementary level.
Speaking of her years in the
elementary grades, Mrs. Martino
said, “Throughout my teaching
career I have enjoyed watching
my students grow not only in
their physical abilities, but they
have also matured in their development of fair play and sportsmanship. The students come to
class excited and eager to learn
new skills and activities.”
Rounding out the quartet of
elementary teachers is Mr. Alan
Nichol - This football coaching
master attended IUP for his bachelor’s degree and completed his

Mrs. Martino in action with her Mapleview students. Hunter States,
Maggie Guidice and Nevin Day are enjoying physical education
class.
student teaching at the Indiana at Lewistown Middle School
Junior High School (8th grade (Mifflin County SD) for one year
physical science). He was hired as an 8th grade physical science
teacher. Mr. Nichol then came to
PASD as the Junior High planetarium instructor, where he taught
for 14 years.
After that time, Mr. Nichol
spread his wings at a few other
districts. He was hired as the
athletic director and head football coach in the Penns Manor
School District for one year then
went to Curwensville as the head
football coach and drivers/safety
education teacher for three years.
Mr. Nichol returned to PASD for
two years while doing graduate
work on his principal’s certificate
as the Athletic Director and 9th
Mr. Nichol is completing awards grade science / safety education
certificates. Everyone in el- teacher for two years.
He then put his principal’s paementary appreciated his hard
pers to use by becoming the Aswork!

Three Veteran Educators
Retiring From Middle
and High Schools
Just as the senior class looked
back to their years in the local
school system so are the three
teachers who are retiring after many years of service at the
Middle School and the Senior
High School. The group includes
John Knopick, Rob McHenry and
Christina Williams. Like their
fellow retirees in the elementary
classrooms, they, too, will be
missed by their colleagues and
the young people whose lives
they influenced during their combined 85 years in the Punxsutawney Area School District.
John Knopick has been teaching here for 39 years. The retiring Instructional Support Teacher
(Grades 4, 5, 6, and 7) at the

Middle School, he is a graduate
of IUP where he earned both his
Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education (K-8) and his Master’s in Education degrees.
During his career, Knopick was
actively involved with the sports
program, too. He has served as
athletic director, assistant athletic
director, head baseball coach, and
assistant baseball coach.
Summarizing his time as an
educator, Knopick remarked,
“In the 39 years of my teaching
career, I have worked at different schools in the Punxsutawney
School District, teaching different levels and subjects. I started
out in 1979, teaching fourth, fifth
and sixth grade math and science

sistant Principal at the Curwensville Junior/Senior High School
for two years before becoming
the principal in that building for
five years.
Mr. Nichol once again returned
to PASD as the head football
coach and high school general
science / safety education teacher for six years. In the 2016-17
school year, Mr. Nichol served
as interim Assistant Principal at
all three levels at PASD. He began the year at the high school,
moved to the middle school, and
then ended the last half of the
year at the elementary level. We
were fortunate to have him with
us at the elementary level!
Mr. Nichol said of his teaching time in our district: “In the
14 years (teaching) in the planetarium I got to have every student
that came through the school. It
was a great experience to meet
all of the young people who are
now parents and grandparents…..
I recognize a lot of faces even
though I don’t remember everyone’s name.”
Sharon Weber, elementary
principal, said, “I want to personally thank all four retirees for
instructing/guiding/molding/caring for thousands of youngsters
during their educational careers
and for epitomizing professionalism in education during their time
here in PASD. We will certainly
miss your vast knowledge, experience and expertise. It was an
honor to work with you!”

John Knopick works with
students (left, clockwise)
Ethan Meenan , Andrew
Barnoff, and Gage Ritchey.

at Rossiter Elementary. The following year, I taught a self contained third grade classroom at
Bell Township. In my third year
of teaching I was assigned to Bell
Township to teach fourth, fifth
and sixth grade math and science.
I taught math and science at Bell
Township for twelve years.
During the 1992-I993 term, I

became the school district’s first
Instructional Support Teacher
(I.S.T.), and I was assigned to
Mapleview and West End. In the
1994-95 school year I was assigned to Longview, along with
West End and Mapleview as their
Instructional Support Teacher. In
the 1998-99 school year, I was
(Continued on Next Page)
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Three Veteran Educators
Retiring From Middle
and High Schools

World Cultures, earned his B.S.
(Continued from Previous Page)
assigned to the middle school degree in Education at IUP and
to start an Instructional Support Clarion University. He has been
program for the sixth, seventh a teacher here for 24 years.
McHenry recalls, “It was durand eighth grade students. I have
worked with the students of the ing my junior year at PAHS that
middle school for the past nine- I dreamed of becoming a teacher
teen years as the Instructional here. I graduated in 1973, but it
wasn’t until 1988 that I began to
Support Teacher.
As teachers, we know that stu- make that dream come true. I bedents don’t all learn in the same gan by talking to Norman Storm,
way or on the same day. Teach- the Director of IUP’s Punxsutawing gives us the opportunities to ney campus. He convinced me
help shape the dreams of students to begin as a part-time student.
as well it contributes towards After a year and a half at IUP, I
our own personal growth. I have transferred to Clarion University
enjoyed teaching because of the as a full-time student. I graduated
from there in December of 1992
students that I work with.
I have enjoyed working with and worked as a substitute teachstudents in assisting them to er at PAHS in the spring of 1993.
In July of 1993, I interviewed
achieve academic success and
have them develop good work with Dr. J. Thomas Frantz for a
habits and take charge of their grade 8 social studies position at
learning. I have enjoyed listen- the Junior High and began teaching to students tell me stories ing there in the fall. I remained
about how well they did on their in that position until the Middle
homework assignment or the School was constructed and asgood grade they
earned on a test. I
have enjoyed seeing students grow
academically as
well as personally. Teaching students goes beyond
teaching the material in a textbook;
it’s about engaging students in
their learning and
making a personal
connection with
the students and
helping
inspire
and assist them
in developing the
work habits to be
the best that they
can.”
Rob McHenry,
who most recently
has taught Grade
9 American HistoRob McHenry wraps up a 24 year teaching
ry II and Grade 10
career in Punxsutawney.

Christina Williams enjoys a pleasant time with a 4th grade student, Garrett Morrow.

sumed the same position there.
Then I transferred to the High
School and began teaching American History I and American History II. I also taught American
History II during summer school.
As I reflect on my career, the
administrators, staff, and students
that I have worked with over the
past 24 years have left me with
many fond memories. I wish all
of them the best of luck. I consider it an honor and privilege to
have worked with you. A special
thanks to Dr. Frantz for having
the confidence in me and to Norman Storm for inspiring me to
chase my dream!”
Although she has worked in
Punxsutawney for only 11 years,
Christina Williams has been involved in education throughout
her life. Commenting that she
has “moved around a lot over the
years,” she attended Ohio Wesleyan University, Ohio State University, and IUP. She holds a B.A.
degree in family and consumer
sciences and certification in home
ec education and special education. A multi-tasker, she taught
family and consumer sciences
at the senior high school and as
a fourth grade learning support
teacher. She has also served as
an advisor to the Bible Club and
has helped to supervise the making and packaging of the “fudge”
sold at the Variety Shows.
Her recollections of her many
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experiences led Williams to say,
“I have taught in a variety of both
schools and subjects, and have
a wealth of information. And,
thanks to Punxs’y School District, I am competent in a number
of computer programs. But in a
few short years, these things will
fade.
So, what remains? The people!
As I look back, the most memorable part of this job is the people
with whom I have worked. Out
of the four school districts where
I have been employed over the
years, I’ve found that Punxsy
has the greatest people, and these
people are the town’s best resource.
In 2006, moving from Homer-Center with small classes of
FCS students to Punxsy Middle
School with 750 students over
the course of the year was a challenge. Then, moving to the senior high was another big change.
Last, moving from there to 4th
grade learning support in the past
year presented an even bigger
challenge. What made the difference is the kindness and helpfulness of the people around me.
Punxsy is filled with people who
consistently take that extra step
to help those around them. They
have figured out that working
together, instead of against each
other, is the way to get things accomplished. Simple things, like
two strangers smiling at each
other as they pass by, still abound
in Punxsy, while the rest of the
world is increasingly sinking into
sullen self-centeredness. I successfully completed this school
year only because of the hardworking, loving, and dedicated
people around me. It has been an
honor to work with so many fine
people over the years. I’ll miss
you all!”

Slowing the Summer Slide Is More Than a Game
By Kate Shaffer,

Director of Special Education

Summer is the perfect time for
students of all ages to relax, but it
is also a time when summer learning loss can occur. This learning
loss is called the “summer slide,”
and happens when students do
not engage in educational activities during the summer months. I
do not know about your kids, but
the last thing on my children’s
mind is doing anything even remotely academic from the first
day to the last day of vacation.
One of my children will continue
to read as many books as she can
get her hands on, but, she is the
odd man out when it comes to my
three children. I really do try to
have the other two do a certain
amount of reading, but the best I
can get is reading the back of the
cereal box during breakfast. This
year, however, will be the big test
for my 8th grader, as he is taking
a summer course. So, if all goes
well, he will be one credit ahead
in World Cultures and I will be
out only $25.00. If things don’t
go smoothly, I will be out $75.00,
and he and I won’t be on speaking terms for a few days.
Studies have shown that kids
can lose up to 25% of their reading skills over the summer months
which can have a significant impact on their ability to get back
into the swing of things in the
fall. A Johns Hopkins University
study tracked Baltimore students
from 1st grade through age 22.
This study indicated that income
disparity widens the reading gap
over the summer even more.
Children in low-income households consistently lose more

This is the ONLY slide your students
should be on this summer! 4th Graders
(left to right) Aleeya Adams, Alex Harry,
Charlie Compton, Cheyene Haskins, Lilie
Williams, Madelyn Neely, Bailey West, and
Mischa Shaffer enjoyed the warm weather
the last few weeks of school.

than two months of reading ability each summer, while children
in middle to upper-home may
remain steady or actually gain
skills during vacation.
In a comprehensive analysis
published by the RAND Corporation, it was noted that elementary students’ performance falls
about a month over the summer.
It also appears that summer learning loss is cumulative and that,
over time, these periods of differential learning rates between
low-income and higher-income
students contribute substantially
to the achievement gap. The researchers concluded that efforts
to close the achievement gap during the school year alone may be
unsuccessful.
Scholastic Books cites research
that indicates that reading just six
books over the summer can go far
in keeping students on track when
they return to the classroom. In
addition, Scholastic offers the
following ideas to incorporate
reading into the regular routine:
• Find something to read every

day. Encourage your kids to read
the newspaper, the comics, an article of interest of them. It really
doesn’t matter if they are reading
from print, the internet, or the
junk mail filling up your mailbox.
Just read.
• Find things that your kids
want to read. A child is much
more willing to read if it is
something he/she has an interest
in. Each of my kids has a subscription to a magazine of their
choosing. I don’t care if they are
reading Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library, a National Geographic Kids article on Scaly Superheroes, or looking at the pros
and cons about the KTM 250
SXF on line.  
• Read out loud.   Ask your
child to read a paragraph from his
current book to you at night, or
read to him before bed. Children
of all ages can benefit from hearing books read aloud to them, especially those who are currently
struggling with their own reading
skills. If you don’t have a lot of
time to read this summer, another

option for this would be to listen
to books on CD. Sometimes during the school year, while driving
to and from school, my family
will listen to a book. Last year,
we listened to a number of the
Harry Potter books, even though
most of us have read the books,
and have all seen the movies several times.
It is important to keep our
children engaged in educational
activities during the summer
months. This doesn’t necessarily
mean spending their entire summer with their nose in a book (although, in my mind, this would
be a good thing), or spending
three days a week keeping math
and science skills fresh. Other
options to consider include encouraging our kids to think outside the box with arts and crafts,
volunteering at a local animal
shelter, or finding a part time job.
Summer reading programs are a
wonderful option when it comes
to preventing a decline in reading achievement scores from the
spring to fall, so even small steps
are extremely beneficial. These
programs can be found in a variety of community organizations
- including schools, public libraries, community centers, parent
groups, social service agencies,
and others. The goal is to work
together in order to encourage
kids to read, make reading fun,
and reach families about the importance of reading over the summer.
Speaking of books, nobobdy
has said it more cleverly than Dr.
Seuss: “The more that you read,
the more things you will know.
The more that you learn, the more
places you’ll go.”

Business Students Gain First-hand Interview Experience
By Jesse Hockenberry,
PAHS Business Teacher

This year’s Introduction to
Business students participated in
mock interviews conducted by
CNB Bank on April 4 and 7. To
begin, the class learned about and
discussed multiple skills potential employers are looking for in
potential employees. They also
learned the different qualities and
experiences employers look for
while going through applications
and résumés. Then, every student
had to search for a job in Pennsylvania that they could apply for
now with the possibility of being
hired by means of their present
skills and experiences. After they
found their jobs, they had to do
research on the company and the
position for which they were ap-

plying.
Using Google Docs, the student
downloaded a résumé template of
their choice to personalize and fit
the job they found. The students
discovered that the entire creation
and editing of a résumé with zero
errors can be very tedious. Once
their résumés were completed
and printed, they had to create
three questions from research to
ask the interviewer.
Lorrin Rishell, Recruitment
Specialist for CNB Bank, along
with other CNB Branch Managers/employees
conducted
the interviews. The interviews
were graded and recorded, then
emailed to each student to allow
them the opportunity to see how
well they did.
Overall, this was an educational experience for the students.

Most young people do not experience an actual interview setting
until they apply for their first career position. A lot of them were
nervous, but found out that if they
practice for the interview and
show up prepared, it is not bad.
After the experience, numerous
students shared their experience
with their classroom teacher, and
many of them were pleased with
the outcomes.
Ryan Young, a senior, said,
“The Mock Interview was very
beneficial! It prepared me for interviews I will have in the future.”
Another senior, Katelyn Perry
said, “A mock interview is a
great learning experience for students. The interview exposes the
student to a real life situation that
can help prepare them when they
are ready to join the workforce.”

Emily Griebel and Josh States were
all dressed up with someplace to
go as they participated in the mock
interviews that employees of CNB
Bank recently conducted with students in the Introduction to Business class.
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Summer Tech Camp Offers
Teachers Choices for Learning
(Continued from Page One)
a MacBook. The emphasis will
be focused on the curriculum for
each grade level and how these
tools can help students be more
successful in school.
Many of the sessions will be
led by teachers from around
the Punxsutawney Area School
District who are eager to share
their experiences and expertise with their colleagues. First
grade teacher and trainer, Shaun
Donald, explains, “I am looking
forward to the sessions I will be
leading this summer. I hope that
what I am able to share helps recharge teachers and gives them
some meaningful tools and ideas
to implement into their classrooms next year.”
This year’s Tech Camp will
also feature several sessions led
by trainers from outside the district who have local ties. Mrs.
Molly Neal, a Punxsutawney
native who is currently a math
teacher at State College High
School, will provide training on
“Flipped Classrooms” and “Formative Assessment Tools” for
teachers in grades 7-12. Neal
explains, “I have been running a
flipped classroom for five years.
I look forward to coming back to
the district I grew up in so that I
may share my experiences. I hope
to give teachers new methods to
help their students learn.” In addition, Dr. Jennifer Weible, a former PAHS science teacher who
now teaches at Central Michigan
University, will be leading several sessions on trending topics in
educational technology from her
experience.
The conference style Tech
Camp will be held July 18, 19, 20,
24, 25, and 26. Over the course of
these six days, here is a sample of
some of the offerings:

• Online Tools and Resources:
Beyond the Basics of BrainPop
and Introduction to PebbleGo
NEXT (Middle School Teachers)
Presenter: Mrs. Sarah Peterson,
Middle School Librarian
• What can you do with
Google Classroom? (K-12
Teachers) Presenter: Ms. Louise Maine, High School Biology
Teacher
• Google Basics and Cool
things to do with Docs, Sheets,
and Slides (K-12 Teachers) Presenter: Ms. Louise Maine
• Before Coding: Computational Thinking Skills (K-12
Teachers) Presenter: Ms. Louise
Maine
• Flipped Classroom (K-6
Teachers) Presenter: Miss Abigail Mosier, Elementary Title I
Teacher
• Flipped Classroom (Grades
7-12 Teachers) Presenter: Mrs.
Molly Neal, Secondary Math
Teacher, State College High
School
• Online Formative Assessments (Grades 7-12 Teachers)
Presenter: Mrs. Molly Neal
• Basic Integration of iPads in
the Elementary Classroom (K-4
Teachers) Presenter: Mr. Shaun
Donald, First Grade Teacher
• Nearpod for iPad users (K-4
Teachers) Presenter: Mr. Shaun
Donald
• Ebooks (High School Teachers) Presenter: Mrs. Debbie Sherry, High School Librarian
• Interactive Sites for Whiteboards (K-12) Presenter: Mrs.
Melissa Fedigan
• Canvas Sucess Stories (High
School Teachers) Presenter: Mr.
Matt Curry
• IPad QR Codes & Screencapture (iPad Users) Presenter:
Dr. Jennifer Weible, Professor,
Central Michigan University

Mrs. Sarah Peterson works with her students to evaluate websites.
She will be sharing some technology resources with teachers during
Tech Camp this summer.
• Best Practices for Copy- school librarian, sums up how
right & Fair Use in Presenta- she feels about Tech Camp: “This
tions (K-12) Presenter: Dr. Jen- is a great time for me to share my
nifer Weible
knowledge and skill set with dis• iCurio for Standards trict teachers. I am glad to have
Aligned Curriculum Resources this opportunity to remind them
(MS/HS) Presenters: Mrs. Debbie about online tools and resources
Sherry & Mrs. Sarah Peterson
that will help them when teach• Digital Storytelling (K-12) ing. I also find it exciting to have
Presenter: Dr. Jennifer Weible
In the fall, when teachers re- the chance of learning from my
turn to their classrooms, they colleagues, so that I am able to
will have many new ideas to in- stay updated on this ever changing
corporate into their classrooms. world of technology.” With signThe tools they will learn about ups complete and a full schedule
will challenge their students, as to look forward to, teachers in
well as bring some excitement to Punxsutawney Area School Dislearning. Sarah Peterson, middle trict are ready to learn.

By Dr. Michael Guidice,

during different classes. The
stools allow the
students to sit
when their legs
get tired. Each
student chooses
when he or she
sits or stands,
allowing them
to regulate their
own movement.
The standing
stations will be placed in the last
two rows of the classroom, so
students in traditional desks will
not have their view of the lesson

blocked in any way.
The purpose of these desks is
to decrease the amount of time
students sit throughout the day.
Sitting, or sedentary activity, is
a leading health concern for all
age groups, especially children.
Standing can also help with academics as well. When we sit too
long, our brains become tired and
we cannot learn as well. Standing allows the brain to have better blood flow, giving our minds
the needed nutrients for optimal
function.
As part of this project, Dr. David Wachob from IUP received

Project Aims to See If Use of Standing Desks Can Improve Students’ Attention
Assistant Middle School Principal,

& Dr. David Wachob,
IUP Faculty

Starting this fall, Punxsutawney Area Middle School will be
working with Indiana University
of Pennsylvania (IUP) to pilot
the use of standing desks in the
classroom. Standing desks, purchased through an IUP grant, will
replace several traditional desks
in a selected 4th grade classroom.
Students who are interested in
trying this new equipment will be
assigned a desk and stool to use
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over $5,000 in grant funding to
purchase the desks and stools to
be used this fall. Wachob and his
research team will be collecting
data on students while they use
the desks. The purpose of these
observations is to see if using
standing desks can help improve
students’ on-task behavior. If
successful, Dr. Wachob plans to
expand this concept by including
more standing desks in multiple
classrooms. If we can decrease
children’s sedentary time at the
same time as improving their attention during class, it’s a winwin project.

