NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

The Phoenix Press

Spring Edition:
2016

M.S 358 Respects ALL!
This year, the New York City Department of Education
designated February 9-12, 2016 as Respect for All
(RFA) Week in all New York City public schools. During
this week, schools had opportunities to highlight and
build upon ongoing diversity programs and curriculumbased instruction. Schools also had opportunities to
promote respect for diversity and engage students in
meaningful lessons and/or other activities that focused
on preventing bias-based harassment, intimidation and/
or bullying.
During Respect for All Week, students worked on several activities during their advisory period, that prompted
conversations about harassment, tolerance, and simply being
kind to others. They read stories and articles about students
who were victims of bullying and/or other forms of harassment
as a result of who they associated with or what they wore. The
week ended with an entertaining, engaging, and educational
Special points of
interest:
 Respect for All
 Cracking the Code
 Donors Choose…….
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 Whelen Ballet

lesson brought to them by the organization Box Out Bullying.
This interactive assembly taught students various ways in which
they can become up-standers and seek out assistance if they
feel that they or others, are being bullied.
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Can
You
Crack
the
Code?

WE
CAN!

As part of our STEAM program, students at MS358
participate in a period a week of Computer Science.
One of the major components, and our students’
favorite, is coding!
You may ask yourself “What is coding”? Well
Coding is essentially the same thing as
programming: It means writing the language that
makes up computer software, mobile apps, Web
pages and even all the behind-the-scenes magic that
makes Facebook so interesting!

Crack the Code was hosted by
MS 358’s Technology teacher,
Mr. Jacobs, seen here with the
coding champions.

Through various programs such as Scratch,
students can program their own interactive stories,
games, and animations. They can then share their
creations with others in the online community!
Scratch helps young people learn to think
creatively, reason systematically, and work
collaboratively; something we all know are
essential skills for life in the 21st century. Recently
we hosted a family engagement event called Crack
the Code. Here, students were paired with another
student to test their ability to debug (fix broken
programs) and explain in writing, how they fixed the
“bug”. This was all done at a timed pace, resulting
in code cracking champions!
This event was lead by our Technology teacher, Mr.
Chris Jacob, who brought together approximately 20
students to participate in the intense event that
lead up to two coding champions!
Heidy Mendez and Anabil Biswas worked diligently and were successful at cracking the
code! Congratulations to our champs and all of
our students who participated.

Medals were distributed to all
participants who attempted to
crack the code and compete
against each other at this event.
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Donors Chose Us!
You may have heard of an organization called Donors Choose which provides funding to
schools. The way it works is that a school, usually a teacher, goes onto the Donors Choose
website and writes about a special project that they are interested in bringing to their
school. Unfortunately, the one thing holding them back from the project is money!
Philanthropists as well as other people such as family members, PTA members and other
companies, select projects posted and offer to fund all or part of the project so that students
can reap the benefits.
Two of our staff members, our ELA teacher Ms. Jeanette Brand and our Instructional Coach,
Mrs. Naviha Paz, wrote project proposals and posted them on Donors Choose with the hopes
of getting their projects noticed. Through project proposals presented by Ms. Brand, our
school has received a library full of high-interest novels for students, daily classroom supplies that students use for various classroom projects and most recently, cool gadgets and
novelty items that will shelve our soon to be opened School Store built to motivate students
and support our PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention System) initiative.
We also were also excited to find out that through Mrs. Paz’s proposal, our school will
receive 25 Acer tablets to support literacy across the curriculum! On March 10, 2015, more
than 50 actors, athletes, entrepreneurs and philanthropists created and launched a
philanthropic flash funding titled “Best School Day”. Their goal is to make classroom dreams
come true across America and we are happy to announce the selection of our school! Thank
you to DonorsChoose.org, Best School Day members and of course, our staff members for
thinking about and helping the students of MS 358.
“I love how I am able to have one person

The Overwhelming Life of a Middle Schooler

at school that I feel that I can talk to and
help me with whatever is troubling me”.

Transitioning from the self-

school takes a backseat. Not at

contained classroom of most ele-

MS358! We have included in each

ter relationships with their stu-

mentary schools, to the middle

student’s program Advisory which

dents and focus on their social and

school, which is centered on de-

supports the daily lives of our Mid-

emotional needs, the more aca-

partments of teachers, sometimes

dle School students. Research has

demic performance, motivation,

means that personal connections in

shown that the more teachers fos-

and attendance improve.

Page 4

The Phoenix Press

The Overwhelming Life of a Middle Schooler (cont.)
Each teacher has a small group of approximately 12 students . Each group
meets with their teachers twice a week and together work on team building activities, use components of the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People,
and work on various structures that support the academic needs of students.
Mrs. Jackie Rodriguez, the ENL Teacher/Coordinatorat M.S. 358, solely
supports our English Language Learners (ELL) whom she says gain so much
from Advisory. “In advisory, students have been learning to be reflective
about their goals by creating S. M. A.R.T goals. Students use their midyear progress report, a template, and peer support to write their goals.”
All M.S. 358 students use this format in Advisory to support and improve
their learning and relationships with their peers and teachers, however,
for ELL students, Advisory provides so much more. A language barrier can
sometimes deter students from working with others or from fully understanding what is being asked of them to do. Mrs. Rodriguez, works closely
with our ELL students to ensure they maximize their time during Advisory.
If you are unsure of what advisory is, you can ask any of our students who
can explain to you what it is. Rashaya Blake, a student at MS358 loves ad-

Anisha Germain & Natalie Perez are seen
here showing off one of their resources
that helped them develop personal
student goals in Advisory.

visory. “It is fun and we get to connect with our teachers AND learn”!
Gary Guerrero, another student at MS358 feels similar to Rashaya. “I love
how I am able to have one person at school that I feel that I can talk to and
help me with whatever is troubling me”.
In March we introduced an additional format for Advisory; Gender Meetings! Mrs.
Sonia Kendall, an ELA teacher at MS358, setup our first series of Gender Meetings
where young ladies met in small groups with the female teachers while the young
men met with the male teachers. The young ladies focused on Girls Relational Aggression which provided girls with strategies for conflict resolution. The young men, on the
other hand, used Power Brain activities to encourage team building.
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Department News
Our students in ELA (English Language Arts), are
currently reading Tuck Everlasting. Students are
actively engaged in analyzing text and determining
the answer to the question “Is immortality a blessing or a curse?”
Students in class 691 have brought the text to life
by creating visualizations of the setting and cited
evidence to support their visualizations. In 601,
students completed a gallery walk of the exposition by creating posters that demonstrated their
understanding of the characters, setting, foreshadowing, and figurative language. Students are learning to not only read the words on the page, but to
look beyond the text to uncover the author’s messages and symbols. Class 631 analyzed the symbolism of the circle in the text. They were amazed
that they never read this way before and were excited to keep reading. Through a double entry
journal, they made predictions and asked the text
questions. We are off to a great start in unit 4!

Our Mathematicians are entering the wonderful world of
ALGEBRA! We are currently learning about structure of an
expression and using the properties of math to represent
real world situations. We just finished our unit on proportions and percents where students learned how to find
the percent of a number. Our mathematicians have also
immersed themselves into the world or coding through
the Bootstrap curriculum where they are using their
knowledge of algebra to program their own video games.
Department Teachers:
Ms. Rachel Jiang & Mr. Narin Prum

Department Teachers:
Ms. Jeanette Brand & Mrs. Sonia Kendall
Our Science scholars & aspiring scientists started their journey by learning about the Scientific Method . This became
the base of the unit on Simple Machines. Students used steps of the scientific method to analyze different kinds of
simple machines and how they make our work and lives easier.
During the unit on Ecology, students visited almost the entire United States, looking closely at how their actions
impacted certain areas in the US and focused on questions such as “Why should New Yorkers worry/ care about
Monolake which is all the way on the other coast of the United States?” Students also simulated the effects of natural selection by creating a class pet "Larkey". They made a virtual trip to the Galapagos Islands & placed themselves
in Darwin's Shoes, asking themselves “Should evolution still be considered a theory, or can we call it an observable
fact?” Finally, students also looked at Gregor Mendel's Pea Plants, analyzed his data, and compared it to our modern
day findings with chromosomes and genes using a punnet square.
As if our Scientists were not busy enough, some of our classes are creating computer models of ecosystems using
block programing to create a computer simulation, while others are breaking off into STEM innovations, or researching and creating prototypes of composting bins. We are also preparing for our first MS358 school Science Fair where
the entire sixth grade will present their projects. Many of these projects will also be selected to represent our school
at the Urban Advantage Science Fair taking place at the Museum of Natural History.
Department Teacher: Mrs. Kamini Mehta
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Department News (cont.)
At the end of February students culminated a unit studying Alvin Ailey. Students presented choreography inspired by
Alvin Ailey's Revelations. These pieces explored themes of struggle and joy through movement. Students worked together to choreograph using tools such as tableau, canon, solo and unison. Through our partnership with City Center,
our students took ballet workshops with City Center teaching artists and traveled to City Center to see famous ballerina Wendy Whelan. Ms. Whelan’s lecture demonstration on ballet One to Many featured advanced ballet students
from Ballet Academy East, showing our students that they too can work towards their dance goals at an early age!
MS 358’s Dance Company is working hard to prepare for their debut performance in conjunction with the PTA
meeting on April 21. This performance will feature student choreography as well as choreography by Company
Director Anne Zuerner. Make sure you join us and support our students!
Department Teacher: Mrs. Anne Zuerner

Our Historians have learned about the different types of historical scientists, becoming archaeologists, anthropologists, geographers and historians. With these foundations, students were able to study in-depth the Paleolithic Era,
the Neolithic Era, and the 5 Themes of Geography. During their units on Ancient Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt,
students engaged in academic discourse to explore the criteria that make up a complex civilization like
laws/government, written language, and social structures, and how rivers were the lifeblood of these civilizations. In
order to connect the past with the present, our students asked higher order thinking questions to develop their critical
thinking skills, such as “If rivers were once the center of civilizations and their reason for living, how did they become
these polluted places where we dump our waste?” Also during this unit, our students displayed their artistic and creative abilities by completing R.A.F.T. writing assignments that helped develop their literacy skills.
Although our students are acquiring a wealth of information from the numerous topics we discuss, students are challenged consistently. Some examples include analyzing complex primary source texts to gain a deeper understanding
of historical debates and using strategies to find claims, provide evidence, give reasoning, and create counterarguments.
Department Teacher: Mr. Devin Barbee
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What’s Happening Afterschool?
Have you ever loved a place so much that you just do not want to leave? Our students love school SO
much….that they stay well after the end of the school day! The afterschool program at MS358 offers students
additional opportunities that provide academic support, individual enrichment, and opportunities to develop
socially and physically. From Wednesday through Friday, students are provided small-group instruction and tutoring, that enables them to complete homework assignments with a teacher certified in the area of instruction
where they need the most help. Afterwards, students have the option of joining many other activities which
include Coding, Chess, Sports Clubs, and Bootstrap.
Mr. Narin Prum and Mrs. Jackie Rodriguez provide instruction to students in our S. T.E.M program. Students have
been learning to code with Bootstrap and additionally, have learned algebra concepts with circles of evaluation.
The culminating project for these students will be a student created video game which Mr. Prum and
Mrs.Rodriguez are excited to share with everyone.

Rodrigo Ayala and Mohammed Salam are
engaged in their Bootstrap lesson in our
afterschool program.

School on Saturday?!
While some of us are getting extra sleep on a Saturday morning, approximately half of our school was attending
the Saturday Academy at MS358! Students were eager to engage in Math and English Language Arts instruction
that is geared to support students who need additional help and are looking to for a challenge to improve their
academics or prepare for the upcoming New York State exams. Each Saturday morning they begin with a light
breakfast and engage in a Power Brain activity right before starting their learning journey. We are looking forward
to providing our Saturday Academy students with their certificates for completing this intense course of study.
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Awards & Classrooms

Assembly

Spirit Week: Twins

School Trips At
City Center in Manhattan

Special Dance Workshops
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Our College Week started off and will end with a local
visit to the City University of New York at York
College where we were greeted by representatives of
the College and were given a tour of the campus. All
students visited the College and received a bag of
York items courtesy of York College.

We also had a visit from a
member of the York Admissions office who spoke
to our students regarding
the application process.

Our teachers got involved in the fun of
College Week by serving on MS358’s
College 101 Panel . Here, teachers
spoke to students about their college
experiences .
Thank you to Mr. Prum for organizing
College Week and to all our teachers
and staff members for taking part in
our events!

What would College Week and the
month of March be without March
Madness! Students,
teachers and families engaged in a
basketball tournament. Our half time
show included performances by our
very own Dance Company students!
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If you walk through our hallways, or visit our classrooms, or stop in the cafeteria, you will not only see students engaged in instruction or conversation,
but you will also see students immersed in reading. From the start of the
school year, students were encouraged to take part in our school’s Read to
Succeed Initiative. All students who read for at least 10 hours, logged
their reading and had their parents check their logs, became eligible to

You

receive a free ticket to Great Adventures plus a special school-day trip
to celebrate their reading success.

Have

Most recently, our school also had their first book fair where
students were exposed to various types and levels of books. Each class,
in addition to visiting the fair during lunch, had the opportunity to purchase books or place them on hold until the end of the week. Through
this fair and the purchases made by our students, teachers, staff members and families, we were able to sell 250 books which equals to
45,000 hours of reading! Scholastic was so pleased with our fair that

To

they provided us with a credit allowing us to
supplement our classroom libraries with high interest books our students love to read.

Read

Our reading campaign does not stop here! Thanks to the collaboration
between the PTA and Mrs. Rodriguez, each student will receive a free
book compliments of both the PTA and Firstbook.org. These books will
help stir interest and set students on the right track for our next reading

To

initiative titled Spring Into Reading where students will have the opportunity to win individual and class prizes for reading during and afterschool hours.

Succeed!

We know that buying books can sometimes become a bit expensive
which is why our school has partnered up with the local public library
which will supply every student at MS358 with a library card so that
students can have access to books; free of charge! Students will not
only receive a card, but on this trip scheduled to take place in late April,
they will also
receive a tour of the many resources & programs available at the library.
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When You Need Help, Come to Room 412A

When our students need someone to speak with or just spend time with someone who can put them back on
the right track, they go to room412A to see Mrs. Karen Rattner. Mrs. Rattner shares her time with our school
and another school in the building and provides a variety of supports to our students. She has been a part of
the New York City Department of Education for the past nine years where her roles have been that of a Special
Education teacher and Guidance Counselor. Mrs. Rattner believes that her role as a Guidance Counselor uses
her talents best. “I think that as a Guidance Counselor, I can connect with students at a deeper level; especially
at the Middle School level, where sometimes, kids are hesitant to talk.” Lucky for us, this is not the case at our
school where kids love to meet with Mrs. Rattner on a regular basis, provides support for gender groups, helps
students who are in crisis or require mediation with their peers.
Mrs. Rattner also supports helps empower our students through the Lunch Leader volunteer program where
the Middle School students, help the Kindergarten students from the other school we share our building with,
on a daily basis. We are so happy to have Mrs. Rattner on our team!

Have You Met Our PTA?
What would a school be without the support and involvement of our parents. Thanks to our PTA, we have had
several events to support our school community. From our Multicultural Event to our Zumba and Health Night, our
PTA meets every third Thursday of each month to share vital information about school events and, more
importantly, get input from our parents on their needs and any specific events they would like to participate in or
run at MS 358. We would also like to give the PTA a special “thank you” for providing funds that will support our
Spring Into Reading Initiative for the month of April. Through their assistance and collaboration with one of our
teachers, Mrs. Rodriguez, every student in our school will receive a free, high-interest novel of their choice!
Meet the PTA”
Chrisel Roberts- President
Souren Das- Treasurer
Maria McCullough-Rec./Corresponding Secretary
Celia Boothe-Fundraising Coordinator
If you would like to reach the PTA, please email them at pta@ms358q.org

M.S 358
Brendan T. Mims, Principal, IA
88-08 164th Street
4th Floor
Jamaica, New York 11432
Phone: 718-558-6240
Fax: 718-558-6245
E-mail: ms358q@gmail.com

Habits of Mind
Habits of Heart
Habits of Champions!

At MS 358, we support student
learning through rigorous instruction that
incorporates passionate speaking, purposeful
writing, powerful presentations, and digital literacy through S.T.E.A.M. (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and
Mathematics). By providing a safe, nurturing
environment, we will support growth in which
all students take intellectual risks, think
critically and work collaboratively to
solve real world problems. As future leaders of
the 21st century, our students
will purposefully engage parents, the local
community, and stakeholders as they progress
on the continuum of college and career
readiness and beyond.

We’re on the web!
www.ms358q.org

Want To See Us In Action? Check Out Video Footage of Our Dance Students.

Scan each one above to get an inside look at our Dancers!

