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“ Homeschooling: Good idea or not?”
Sofia Varaona’s essay
I can still remember the stress my aunt was going through when my little cousin started
homeschooling. Between trying to spend time with her family, having to be a housewife, and
planning and teaching lessons to my little cousin, there was not a second for her.They got to a
point where it was not only my little cousin the one who had trouble making friends,but she had
no time to see her friends anymore. For about a year all we heard from her were complaints about
how she had never regretted something more than having decided my cousin would be
homeschooled. My point is that when a member of a family is homeschooled, not only is the
student the one that has to work, but the parents do too. To be honest, it is a tough job for
parents, since it is certainly not easy to make sure a child gets the same instructions and
experiences as in a school. Therefore, those affected are not only the one person being taught,
but the people teaching too.
A good resume is a fundamental expectation in the life of a dedicated student. Moreover, good
grades on the S.A.T or M.A.P tests and participating on sports are overwhelmingly important for it
too. As you can see, in order to have a great curriculum you must be an integral person. Why am I
telling you this? Recently the president of the admissions committee at Harvard have a speech
about what they look for in an application. First of all, they need people who are capable of
staying seated down for long periods of time (as in tests or assemblies). To get to the point, she
practically said they look for students who have had a successful time in school, and they mention
things that cannot be done at home. Therefore, a curriculum that involves a school is much better
than one that says you were homeschooled.

SOFÍA VARAONA

Quiet Courage excerpt
by Esteban Samayoa

ESTEBAN SAMAYOA
ROBERTO GIAMMATTEI

Twenty years passed and Miguel had been training to be a quick witted torero. His father always
pushed him around telling him what to do: to be the greatest torero of all time. But Miguel had
realized being what his father told him was not really what he wanted. After all, he wanted to
become a musician by playing his guitar. Well, after his training, he had to beat one bull and kill
him at the end of the show. When that day came, he was absolutely terrified. He thought of the
innocence of the bull and played around with him making it run around and chase after the red
cloak. At the end, the time to eradicate the bull came, and Miguel was not sure of what he was
going to do. He knew knew that killing the bull was wrong because the bull had not done anything.
So, he stared at the bull, and the bull stared at him for a few seconds, until he took his sword out.
It was at that precise moment that the bull blasted to him with the intention of hitting him...HE
took his sword, held it up high, and dropped it to the floor while he evaded the bull. Silence filled
the air, and only the chattering of the sword’s metal could be heard. A few people murmured and
then everyone of the spectators threw food toward Miguel. This right here is an unbelievable
example of quiet courage, since he didn’t only start a new way of thinking because of leaving the
bull in peace, but he was himself! This was his greatest fear: to be himself, not taking into account
what other people thought of him. And while he was himself, he helped a helpless being.
Humans are thought to be very horrendous beings. All the problems are caused by them and
everything they do is wrong...People are not like that everywhere. Some people are very helpful to
society in different ways. Everyone can do this in quiet acts of courage like Miguel. Resisting the
temptation to become cruel or helping a helpless person can also help. Quiet courage is doing the
right thing in a humble way. Not having to let everyone know what you did. This is important to
people like me because it shows that humanity still has a chance. A chance to be unique and
excellent in a spiritual way like having inner peace.

Excerpt from “Quiet Courage” Wrap Essay
by Roberto Giammattei
These two stories, are the ones that prove quiet acts of courage exist even if they’re nearly 2000
years apart. They still show how some men and woman can have courage, especially quiet
courage. Just like Horatius, who was a peasant which were treated like slaves at that time, or just
like the Legionnaires who go fight in the dark forest of Teutotoburg, in Germania have courage.
Horatius was a poor man, who, at the end, was patient, and when seeing his country needed him
the most, he decided to act swiftly and defend it to his death. Audie Murphy, who had been
rejected countless times, just because of his physique, was the one who saved countless of
soldier’s lives that belonged to the allies. Sure, he surpassed his challenges with a sheer sense of
boldness, but he had to be patient, waiting for them to get deployed as if it was his dream. Quiet
courage to me, is just another type of courage, as I do not see different types of courage. I don’t
differentiate between a man who committed acts of courage, to another who committed
something else or quietly. For me, they all should be regarded as the same because in the end,
they both committed courage, which as I said, “is a great virtue that not everyone possesses.” .

ADRIANA BODEWIG

“Quiet Courage” essay
Adriana Bodewig
Courage is when a person does the unthinkable in order to stand up for what they believe in and
who they believe in. When I think of courage, what comes to mind is a hero, and if I think about in
detail, what I think of is a human. All humans are heroes, to me at least, because we live in a world
where we have to deal with many kind of challenges, and somehow, most humans overcome
these even in the smallest way possible. The enigmas could have different levels of difficulty, and
every single person has a varied amount of problems. The thing is, the most incredible humans
don’t count their problems, they create solutions. A person who I really think has shown courage is
a man named Romulo. He truly is an incredibly wonderful man, starting from his personality, his
smile, his attention, but most importantly, his beautiful heart, which gave him vision, passion, and
love. He actually began washing cars, then he was moved to an office and eventually began
washing cars, then he was moved to an office and eventually began studying, while taking care of
his own mother. Not only did he take care of his mom, but he also was the father like figure of his
nieces and nephews. Because of this and a million other reasons, I believe Romulo has shown
courage throughout his entire life both professionally and emotionally, leaving behind a great
impact on my life and many others.
Romulo was at a very young age when he began his job of carwashing. My grandfather, who saw
how hard Romulo worked, told him to wash cars at his house and not only at the office. Of course,
he happily agreed and started his journey at my mom’s childhood home. Little did he know that
day would mark the start of a journey where he would go beyond what he expected and this
would lead to a wonderful future. My mom, who was a toddler, used to go and talk to Romulo
while he washed cars, and he used to play with her when he was done with the job. My grandpa
saw every day more and more potential in Romulo, not only because of the way he did his work,
but also in the way he paid attention to his daughter, and he realized how great he was. Even if he
did not know what lay ahead for him, Romulo pushed himself and worked hard in the present to
create for himself a better future. My grandmother sometimes asked favors for him, for example,
and no matter how tired he was, he always did it with a great smile that provided a sense of
warmth for everyone around him. He did not know how happy he made other people, but other
people knew how happy Romulo made them. And my grandpa was very much aware of all these
admirable qualities that Romulo had...

The Similarities between Will Herondale and Me
By Alejandra Novoa

ALEJANDRA NOVOA

Beautiful, book-loving, self-sacrificing, and broken William Herondale is the character I can relate
to most out of in Cassandra Clare's book, Clockwork Prince. On the outside, Will is very goodlooking, sarcastic, arrogant, and mysterious. Yet on the inside, he is a cursed, self-sacrificing, wise,
and caring person. You may be wondering, why in the world would I ever relate to him? Well, he
absolutely adores books, he is only open with the people he cares about, and is not viewed for
who he truly is.
"It was books that made me feel that perhaps I was not completely alone. They could be honest
with me, and I with them" (page 467). Will had escaped his home and family in Wales and moved
to London when he was twelve, because he thought he was cursed. A demon had told him that
anyone who looked at him with love would die, and after seeing his sister Ella die tragically the
next morning, little William ran away. Those next five years, he kept everyone at arms' length, and
those he did keep close were treated cruelly. It killed him inside, yet he believed it to be necessary.
During that time, he was very lonely, and felt like no one quite understood him. Until he
discovered the Institute's library, and the myriad of books inside it. He admired all the unlikely
characters, especially Sydney Carton. I really felt like I understood him in that part because there
was a time in my life when I felt really lonely, like everything was falling apart. My friends were
mad at me, my parents were fighting, and my grandpa was dying. Books were my only company,
and that's how I developed my love for them. Though, throughout this book, Will searches for a
cure for his curse, and when he is finally freed, he tries to make up for all the heartlessness
towards those he loved.
The afternoon his curse was lifted, Will ran straight home. Tumbling through the door of the
drawing room, he expressed his love for his best friend, for his sister, for his guardians, and for
Tessa. It was so out of the ordinary, that when Will left for bed, they were awestruck, wondering if
he had been brainwashed or replaced. In reality, though, it had been years of emotion held back.
Sometimes, my family describes me as unloving and cold, because I don't like to publicly display
my affection for them, no matter how big it may be. However, I am really open to those I love; I
tell them everything and anything. Other people, not so much. I find it really hard to open up to
people I just met, and even harder to part with people I already know, so maybe that's why I'm not
that extroverted. Also why I'm shy and withdrawn, probably. I'm scared of how other people
would portray me, just like Will.
It's a given, Will is gorgeous — with his black hair and cerulean eyes — and people don't fail to
notice. Yet however beautiful he may be, the personality he projects is not. That doesn't stop
people from drooling over him, though. The people of London only see him as good-looking yet
arrogant, when he truly is caring and loving. The problem is that people don't look for what is
beneath the surface, and that's why they are perplexed by how someone can be so beautiful yet
cruel at the same time. But as Will said, "There's plenty of sense in nonsense sometimes, if you
wish to look for it." (page 87).

I have been portrayed differently than how I really am, too. Others would only think of me as
intelligent, when in reality, we cannot be summed up in just one word. People in school would just
approach me because of my good grades, not because of me. When someone talked to me, it was
just to ask for answers. It really ruined my school experience, and once I even tried to get bad
grades so my classmates would stop. It has changed over the years, but once or twice I've been
asked about the homework. Will's story helped me realize even more that the people who love me
don't care about my intelligence, only about me.
Bibliophile, closed-off, misunderstood William Herondale reminded me of myself. He reminded me
of the way we both find happiness in the form of pages and words, of how we both only open up
to the people we love and trust, and how we are portrayed differently by what we are on the
outside than the inside. No, it's not that he's basically perfect as a character that I chose him; it's
ALEJANDRA NOVOA
that I truly sympathized with him while I read this novel.

“Under the Dome with Joe McAlister”
Excerpt from Edgardo González

EDGARDO GONZÁLEZ

When a dome suddenly crashes down on a small town in Maine, Joe McAlister is forced to live without his parents and to survive
the crisis to come. The story of a curious and smart boy who is trapped under a gigantic dome will finally be told.What teenage boy
couldn’t relate to that? In spite of that, as I dug deeper into his personality, I found we have a lot in common. First of all, we are
both obsessed with new and innovative technology. In addition to that, we are very smart people. Although when under pressure,
we cave and forget everything we know immediately. Last but not least we are always curious. We always need to know how
something works and can sit hours trying to figure out how the hell this artifact works.
Every day scientists find new ways to deviate and combine technology that we already have. Additionally, scientists test groundbreaking contraptions all the time. Not many people enjoy new technology and are scared to move on to new devices when they’re
happy with the devices they know and trust. Not unlike Joe, I go insane with ingenious tweaks and hybrid ideas that are so simple
but no one else would have ever imagined it. In validation to the previous statement, I went nuts for a deviation that recently
emerged. On July 25th, 2014 Oculus Rift was released. All technology geeks, like myself, were shocked by the ability to play video
games in first person while wearing goggles instead of staring at a screen.. It was a new era for gaming. This past August 20th,
Netflix held their annual hack day (a day when companies from all over the world find ways to tweak the audio visual system). On
hack day, Oculix (Oculus Rift) presented a new way to watch your favorite movies and tv shows. I was pumped! It was so simple
yet so ingenious. Joe was excited to use drones to go down the cliff that may be the way out. On page 744, “Joe said, ‘Why don’t
we go down the cliff with the drones? I’ve been so excited to use them, and now I can!’ ” In conclusion, we will both go crazy for
any new technology headed our way.
As technology advances, so does general knowledge. For people like Joe and me, knowledge is increased by a significant amount
each time we read about new technology. Joe is a very brainy kid. “I’m a smart kid. You know? I mean it’s not a bluff.” (1091) said
Joe in his attempt to convince Barbie to let him help. I am also smart. Yet, when it comes to tough situations like I forgot to study
for a test, but I know everything I lose it. I lose all knowledge on the subject at hand. Joe is also like this. SPOILER ALERT When
his sister, Angie dies, he can’t think about anything else. He completely loses his mind. The power source of the dome is uncannily
glowing and all he can think about is Angie. Ultimately, we are both very intelligent people, but we lose our thoughts in tough
situations.
What’s the only thing that made humans ask questions about their environment and develop new ideas and technology? Curiosity.
The drive to know things in your environment and how everything works. We all have it. The only difference is Joe and I are
immersed entirely by curiosity. For example, I spent weeks this summer trying to figure out how the hell a calculator worked. I
couldn’t figure it out until I pictured a motherboard. I had found out on my own that the message entered into the CPU, and into
the ALU where all computations are analyzed and answered. The answer then travels out through the bus and onto the screen.
Likewise, Joe was driven on by the curiosity to know what was down that cliff and was guided to use the exciting and innovative
drones. In the end, we are taken by curiosity and think about the matter at hand for way too long.

EDGARDO GONZÁLEZ
“Under the Dome with Joe McAlister”
Excerpt from Edgardo González
When a dome suddenly crashes down on a small town in Maine, Joe McAlister is forced to live without his
parents and to survive the crisis to come. The story of a curious and smart boy who is trapped under a
gigantic dome will finally be told.What teenage boy couldn’t relate to that? In spite of that, as I dug deeper
into his personality, I found we have a lot in common. First of all, we are both obsessed with new and
innovative technology. In addition to that, we are very smart people. Although when under pressure, we
cave and forget everything we know immediately. Last but not least we are always curious. We always need
to know how something works and can sit hours trying to figure out how the hell this artifact works.
Every day scientists find new ways to deviate and combine technology that we already have. Additionally,
scientists test ground-breaking contraptions all the time. Not many people enjoy new technology and are
scared to move on to new devices when they’re happy with the devices they know and trust. Not unlike Joe,
I go insane with ingenious tweaks and hybrid ideas that are so simple but no one else would have ever
imagined it. In validation to the previous statement, I went nuts for a deviation that recently emerged. On
July 25th, 2014 Oculus Rift was released. All technology geeks, like myself, were shocked by the ability to
play video games in first person while wearing goggles instead of staring at a screen.. It was a new era for
gaming. This past August 20th, Netflix held their annual hack day (a day when companies from all over the
world find ways to tweak the audio visual system). On hack day, Oculix (Oculus Rift) presented a new way to
watch your favorite movies and tv shows. I was pumped! It was so simple yet so ingenious. Joe was excited
to use drones to go down the cliff that may be the way out. On page 744, “Joe said, ‘Why don’t we go down
the cliff with the drones? I’ve been so excited to use them, and now I can!’ ” In conclusion, we will both go
crazy for any new technology headed our way.
As technology advances, so does general knowledge. For people like Joe and me, knowledge is increased by
a significant amount each time we read about new technology. Joe is a very brainy kid. “I'm a smart kid. You
know? I mean it's not a bluff.” (1091) said Joe in his attempt to convince Barbie to let him help. I am also
smart. Yet, when it comes to tough situations like I forgot to study for a test, but I know everything I lose it. I
lose all knowledge on the subject at hand. Joe is also like this. SPOILER ALERT When his sister, Angie dies, he
can’t think about anything else. He completely loses his mind. The power source of the dome is uncannily
glowing and all he can think about is Angie. Ultimately, we are both very intelligent people, but we lose our
thoughts in tough situations.
What’s the only thing that made humans ask questions about their environment and develop new ideas and
technology? Curiosity. The drive to know things in your environment and how everything works. We all have
it. The only difference is Joe and I are immersed entirely by curiosity. For example, I spent weeks this
summer trying to figure out how the hell a calculator worked. I couldn’t figure it out until I pictured a
motherboard. I had found out on my own that the message entered into the CPU, and into the ALU where
all computations are analyzed and answered. The answer then travels out through the bus and onto the
screen. Likewise, Joe was driven on by the curiosity to know what was down that cliff and was guided to use
the exciting and innovative drones. In the end, we are taken by curiosity and think about the matter at hand
for way too long.

Close Reading Essay
Excerpt from Ignacio Valdez

IGNACIO VALDEZ

“...Despite the mayhem that followed, Bruno found that he was still holding Shmuel's hand in his
own and nothing in the world would have persuaded him to let go.”
It is one of the most tragic endings, if not the most tragic ending in a novel like The Boy in
the Striped Pajamas. Bruno and Shmuel have become best friends after meeting at the fence of
Out-With (Bruno’s pronunciation of Auschwitz). However, one of them has lost something
precious and that is his freedom. Shmuel is a Jew who escapes from his duties at the
concentration camp and sits next to the fence, just a few feet from freedom. Bruno considers
himself an explorer, and in one of his missions he finds Shmuel, or in other words he finds
Auschwitz concentration camp. Bruno and Shmuel create more than just a bond between them
and, unfortunately, turn into innocent victims in a world of ignorance.
I chose this passage particularly because of its message and its strong word choice. The
passage is the last sentence of the novel which gives it more significance and a stronger message.
First, its word choice suits the passage incredibly well. The word mayhem, for example, means the
disaster and disorder that is about to come. At this point, Bruno and Shmuel are naked and almost
ready to enter the gas chamber where mayhem would break out, and eventually end in silence
and tranquility when the people, including Bruno and Shmuel, would have left a world of suffering
to join the eternal life. The words “nothing in the world,” are an exaggeration or a hyperbole of
how strong a bond of friendship can turn because nothing would make Bruno let go of Shmuel’s
hand. Even though the ending of the novel is tragic, the message of its last few words makes it a
book worthy of reading.
The message of this passage makes the reader look back at its friendships and how
important they really are. For Bruno and Shmuel, it was the end, nevertheless they were together.
They found themselves scared, but they were holding hands, feeling the companionship, and were
not disturbed by their different beliefs or physical appearances. Bruno and Shmuel stood as one. It
had all turned into a powerful relationship between two boys who according to their world were
supposed to be enemies, trying to destroy each other because of their race. Instead, they were
helping each other creating a bond like equal humans created by one God; all cooperating. Bruno
and Shmuel’s mind were innocent with no remorse for any race because they hadn’t grown into
beasts.
This passage is very special, and it is not only a sentence, but an entire lesson of human
cooperation not minding our differences. Even in the worst moments, an exceptional relationship
will stand strong. Bruno and Shmuel were “enemies” according to the world’s status, but to them
there was no difference because they had each other to play and laugh without seeing each other
as a criminal. They were young, innocent boys who had to suffer for the sake of ignorance in the
world.

WPP Persuasive Essay on Longer School Days
Excerpt from Maria Molina’s

MARÍA ALEJANDRA MOLINA

People might think that longer school days are better than the usual eight hour day, which is already way
too long. Teachers and parents apparently believe students are robots, who need no sleep, and can do vast
amounts of work, on a single night. For example, teachers expect us to finish two projects, two tests, and
another humongous load of homework on one single week. Well, news flash, students are not robots and do
have a social life, contrary to teachers' belief. Making the school day longer, the workload will increase and if
people are struggling as it is, the failed students rate would increase, considerably. School days should not
be longer, if anything they should be shorter.
Students do have a life, and we shouldn't spend timeless nights working on that Science project which we
left until the night before, big mistake, by the way. We already survive purely on the magical substance of
caffeine, and we spend the whole entire week feeling like trash and looking like a zombie, who was run over
by a truck, multiple times. We have to hide the circles under our eyes with ten layers of makeup because
one isn't enough, and we yearn the weekends to get some sleep because during the week, sleep is
practically non existent. My motto to get through the week is, "sleep is for the weak," and some people even
feel like school is a constant cycle of surviving each week, and then it starts again. Imagine if school days
were lengthen, students wouldn't sleep, not even on weekends. The irresponsible ones wouldn't do the
work and would fail. Students already feel like school is a living hell and the only thing that makes it better
are friends, food, and Netflix (if we have time for it). Making school days longer would make student's lives
more miserable.
What about students that play sports? How they manage to have time for it is beyond my understanding,
but should still be brought into consideration when making such a life changing decision. Those students
who play a sport probably have long and tedious practices, always trying to be the best on the team. The
unfortunate thing is that, even though they play sports, the workload does not diminish. So, coming home
from practice and feeling beat, is not the best way to do homework and study. Plus, if practice is long, they
don't even have time for a nap! Not having slept, athletes must survive purely on the magical substance of
caffeine. Imagine that athletes finish their homework at four am and have to wake up at six am to be on
time to school. They have to sit through eight hours of boring lecture, given in a monotone voice. If the
school days are lengthen, their whole schedule would move back a few hours, except school would start at
the same time. Students, as it is, are barely able to sleep four hours, so if the days are lengthen, students
would be lucky to fit in a few hours of sleep. No sleep means no energy, and no energy means you can't
even think. How do teachers expect them to be 12 hours in school and then an extra four at practice, and
still be like a ray of sunshine?
As stated earlier, we are not robots and it is really annoying having to take dance breaks at four am when
you're studying for an exam the next day and you can barely keep your eyes open. Or when you really want
to ace that chemistry test that might boost your grade higher than the moon, but you are too tired to
actually study.

Making school days longer will make us not want to study and our grades to lower significantly. As it is,
many students are already failing due to laziness or simply not understanding. Longer school days would
mean more work and more material to understand and do. For example, if right now, we go to bed at three
am finishing homework, with longer school days we would go to bed at four or even five in the morning.
Longer school days are a terrible idea, and if done, it could be our doom as students.

RAQUEL AVILEZ
Close Reading Essay
Excerpt From Raquel Avilez
“I always order the banned books from a black market dealer in California, figuring if the State of
Mississippi banned them, they must be good.”
Is it weird that when people are told not to do something, we can’t resist and we are found
compelled to do it? We find a little fun and adventurous, maybe we feel like we have control over
our own lives because you decided you would do it, or maybe it is the pleasure of doing something
you are not supposed to do, of being a little mischievous deep inside. At the end, there is always a
little good in everything that is bad, and a little bad in everything that is good.
When things are banned it produces a spark of curiosity in people’s minds, and it lets them
wander into millions of possibilities of why they are banned. Skeeter was going to read To Kill A
Mockingbird, because she thought it might be good. That spark was lit up every time they banned
a book, saying “it must be worth of something if they put some much effort into prohibiting
them”. It makes me realize that times change, that the book that was illegal in 1964 is now school
reading for kids in 2014. That controversy is good; I mean it was against the law to read that book.
Controversy is something you need in life; you would never accomplish anything, if you don’t fight
for it. Every great act from most countries started as a controversial idea which people fuss about.
They thought those people were crazy and look at them now. Most have their own day, statute or
have given the world something valuable. I noticed that good things come out of arguments,
disputes and “lunatic” ideas.
Banned, that word screamed when I read the passage, it was highlighted and I thought, yes
because a chocolate always tastes better if you know you shouldn’t have ate it. The thing is I hate
the words like banned, prohibit, and forbid. They limit your brain, your ideas, thoughts and
imagination all jammed up in a box because you are not allowed to think something else than
what the people around you think, not allowed to have a saying, and it’s even worse if it is
different from the one society has slammed into you. Get out of your tight little restricted area
and be free, do things that you are not supposed to do (not illegal though) and live your life a little.
Try something new for a change and be what you think is good not what other people think,
because at the end in 1963 everybody thought it was okay to put black people through hell, and
does who didn’t where thought of crazy people who that wanted to change things. They thought
change is not good when things are fine. When you can change things for better why do people
conform with fine? At the end, it may just have been books she was talking about but it could be
anything because forbidden things are always the sweetest.
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CARAMEL S
 WIRL BROWNIE
The Caramel Swirl Brownie is a large, rectangular piece of brownie that is rolled up,
like sushi, to make a swiss roll out of brownie. As a filler, it has condensed milk.
The topping is optional, but it is usually served with sugar powder. In our case,
besides the sugar, we decided to accompany it with ice cream. This is a recipe that
Valeria’s grandmother found in a cooking book, and it has become a tradition in
birthdays and celebrations.

MATERIALS
- large piece of aluminum foil paper
- oven
- oven/heat gloves
- measuring cup
- measuring spoons
- a 9×11×2 inch pyrex
- mixer
- large bowl
- silicon pallette
- strainer
- serving plate
- small plates
- spoons/forks
- cutting knife

MEASUREMENTS
The measurements we used were:
● 1 cup of sugar
● 1 cup of flour
● 1 teaspoon of baking powder
● 7 tablespoons of bitter cocoa

Valentina Pierce, Adriana
Bodewig, Nicole Choussy
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February 1st, 2015.



C
 ooking Project: Butterscotch C
 rème Brûlée

History
Creme brulee is an elaborate dessert which’s origin is from Francois Massialot’s
recipes from a cookbook written in 1691. The same recipe was then rewritten by Miassialot in
his 1731 cookbook, but the name creme brulee had changed to "crème anglaise". In English,
the dessert came to be known as burnt cream.
In Britain, creme brulee became popular in the late 1800s. In 1879, the dessert was
introduced at Trinity College, but it was not invented there. The British story says that the
dessert was offered to a college cook by an undergraduate from a country house in
Aberdeenshire. At first, the college cook turned down the delicious creme brulee, but when
that undergraduate became a higher level cook, they accepted the recipe.

Description
Creme brulee is a creamy pastry that usually tastes like heavy cream and vanilla. But
in this case, our unique and unusual dessert is made from butterscotchflavored chips,
making the creme brulee even more delicious. This pastry is very moist, sweet and crunchy
on top because of the melted sugar layer, making it an enjoyable aftermeal treat filled with
energy and sweetness. Just a little something to make a person’s day brighter and a little
sweeter.

Interesting Facts
●
●
●
●

Valentina’s mom came up with the idea of making it butterscotchflavored.
Mr. Sorto loved the creme brulee, which means it was a good dessert.
Nicole, Valentina, and Adriana used a kitchen torch to caramelize the sugar on top.
Due to this dessert’s success, they made July 21st, National Creme Brulee Day.
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By: Camila Ramos - Tiffany Sheu
Type of Recipe -

The mousse is a normally cold, sweet dessert with a foamy, soft texture which
originated in France around the 18th century.
The mousse we know today was introduced when egg whites, separated from yolks,
were finally used in the original recipe. And it also became easier to do when electric
mixers were introduced to the market.
The mousse has a variety of flavors; chefs around the world could try different flavors
and toppings to give extravagant and new tastes to the mousse.
 The word “mousse” is the French word for “froth” or “foam”. A perfect name for
this light, fluffy, and delicious dessert.
 April 3rd is National Chocolate Mousse Day.
 Fruit mousses were created until the 19th century in France and Spain.
 The mousse's ancestor date back to 1758, as shown in some cookbooks with
the name of "frozen mousses", even though this ancestor was more like an ice
cream than the mousse we know today.

Materials 









6 eggs, separated - $0.25 per egg ($1.50)
1/4 cup sugar ($1.20)
1 package (12 ounces) semi sweet/sweet chocolate chips - ($11.99)
6 hershey bars - ($1.50)
One quart of milk - ($4.19)
2 bars of unsalted butter, diced - $1.20 per bar ($2.40)
3 bottles of whipped cream - 2 1/2 cups whipping (heavy) cream - ($10.99)
25 plastic cups and spoons - ($4.39)
A box of wafers - ($5.00)

Tools 








Electric mixer
2 spoons
1 bottle (To separate yolk from egg)
Knife
Cutting Board
3 small bowl
1 tray
2 pots

Most of our Materials we used to
cook this delicious dessert

Daniella Aguilar, María
Alejandra Molina, Jacqueline Tejada
Daniella Aguilar
Jacqueline Tejada
Maria Alejandra Molina
Block: D and F
January 26, 2015

STRAWBERRY CHEESECAKE

Recipe History
This recipe is from Maria Alejandra’s aunt, tia Uchi. The recipe was once Maria Alejandra’s
grandmother, Soledad. It is a family recipe and it has been cooked by three generations of the
Funes family. Maria Alejandra’s aunt always cooks them for special occasions, like birthdays
and Christmas. Maria Alejandra’s family would always enjoy tia Uchi’s cheesecakes. One
time, Maria Alejandra’s sister, Maria Renee, asked for a cheesecake as a birthday present
and she hid in the fridge. Maria Alejandra’s cousin, Julio, found it and they had to give
everyone a piece. The cheesecake was gone in a blink of an eye.
Recipe
Crust and Filling
● Cream cheese (580 grams) $1.89 each
● Butter (1/2 stick) $1.24 each
● Eggs (4) $ 0.16 each
● Maria Cookies (70 grams) $1.68 per packet
● Sugar (3/4 cups) $0.71 per lb
● Sour cream (1 cup) $2.33 each
● Vanilla (1/2 teaspoon) $0.74 per bottle
●

●
●
●

Crush the cookies in a processor and melt butter in microwave. Mix crushed cookies
and melted butter. Then place the mixture in a mold and mold the mixture with hands.
Bake in the oven for 15 minutes.
Place cream cheese in beater and beat it, then add sugar, little by little. After that, add
the eggs, one by one.
Add sour cream and vanilla. Beat it once more.
Place the whole mixture in the mold in which the cookie mixture had been baked (on
top of the cookie) and bake in the oven for 45 minutes at 180 degrees Celsius.

Strawberry Sauce
● Strawberries (250 grams) $2.20 per packet
● Lemon (1 teaspoon) $0.12 each
● Sugar (1/2 cup) $0.71 per lb
● Karo honey (1 teaspoon) $4.87 per bottle
● Water (2 tablespoons) No price

Martín Herrera, Ignacio
Valdez, Edgardo González
Edgardo Gonzalez
Martin Herrera
Ignacio Valdez
January 26, 2014

Cooking Project
Carrot Cake

PROJECT
SCIENTIFIC
METHOD

Type of Recipe
This specific type of carrot cake involves cream cheese frosting, which has proven
to be a big hit. Edgardo’s grandmother first made this recipe out of a Betty Crocker
cookbook. Over the years, his mom adapted the recipe to be healthier and more modern.
She substitutes half of the oil for one package of applesauce. Whenever Edgardo’s birthday
comes around he will always request carrot cake just like his dad.

Carrot Cake Ingredients:
Quantity
1 1/2

Product
Sugar (Cups)

Price
USD$0.37

1

Vegetable Oil (Cups)

USD$4.01

3

Eggs (Units)

USD$2.07

2

All-Purpose Flour (Cups)

USD$0.99

1 1/2

Ground Cinnamon (Teaspoons)

USD$0.62

1

Baking Soda (Teaspoons)

USD$1.20

1

*Vanilla (Teaspoons)

USD$0.73

1/2

Salt (Teaspoons)

USD$0.19

1/4

Ground Nutmeg (Teaspoons)

USD$2.02

5

Shredded Carrots (Units)

USD$1.65

ADRIANA BODEWIG

Carrots: the essential
ingredient in the recipe.

The
supermarket
cart with all
ingredients
and materials
for the cake.
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“A United Voice”
Abraham Lincoln once said, “I like to see a man proud of the place in which
he lives. I like to see a man live so that his place will be proud of him” As
Salvadorans we need to start thinking about the future of the country as a
whole, and not only as individuals. It is important that we come together to
work for a better future by respecting the country, uniting as people, and
valuing the culture of El Salvador.

El Salvador has a unique, proud culture, which varies from the famous
pupusas to incredible carnivals like the one in San Miguel. This country has
many foods like tamales, elote and atoli, and these are essential elements of
the country. The Salvadoran culture has many carnivals like the San Miguel
carnival that has vivid colors and many happy people dancing around
celebrating, and there are many celebrations here in El Salvador. One of the
most famous people in El Salvador is, Fernando Llort, he is famous because of
all the paintings he has done that represent El Salvador. Being proud of our
culture is important because it brings us together. The culture also reminds of
valuable El Salvador is and how much we need to respect it.
What does respect look like in a country such as El Salvador? We can respect
the country by respecting our laws. Respecting the country means not to hurt
our country and inspire others to do things for the country. This can be done
by small things like cleaning the streets and helping the people in need, and
also by thinking about the future when it comes to pollution and the natural
beauty of the country. Never treat the flora or fauna badly, never destroy
public or private property and always show respect to every single citizen. By
respecting everybody, we can become more united as a country.
A united country is the strongest country of all. Unity is one of the most
important assets of a country.
Though people think we are a small country, we strive to become one of the
most united countries in all of Latin America. Uniting through our culture, and
coming together during the bad times as well. As individuals we can help El
Salvador by reaching out to others to take down discrimination, classism and
political divisiveness. This can be done by through little things like speaking
positively about the country and the people as whole and by not engaging in
divisive discussions that may hurt other people. We could do this by uniting
with other people who do not have the same resources we do and sharing
ourselves with others from other backgrounds.
We need to learn how to respect our beautiful country, unite, and value our
unique and marvelous culture. Although we occupy a very small place in the
world, together we join our hearts and strength for the better of the country.

