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MARCH 1 – 2
Purim & Shushan Purim
NO SCHOOL

• • • • • •
MARCH 11
75th HAC Dinner at
Landerhaven
Please make your reservation!

As word spread of Haman’s inspired decree to annihilate the Jews, it became crystal
clear that the very existence of the Jewish People was at risk. Eliyahu HaNavi
approached our Patriarchs, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov, and our leader, Moshe
Rabbeinu and, with great urgency, asked them how they could ignore the perilous
predicament of their descendants: The ministering angels, the sun, moon, stars,
constellations, Heaven and earth all cried in protest, and yet, the Patriarchs took no
notice? The Avos inquired about the offense and Eliyahu HaNavi explained that,
because bnei Yisrael indulged in the feast of King Achashverosh, a decree was issued
calling for their destruction. When the Avos questioned how a pronounced decree
could be nullified, Eliyahu turned to Moshe Rabbeinu and expressed: “Trusted
shepherd, how many times have you interceded to void a Divine decree so that
Hashem would not destroy the Jewish People?” Moshe responded by asking if there
was a worthy man in the generation and Eliyahu responded affirmatively, adding that
his name is Mordechai. “If so,” expressed Moshe, “Go and inform him that he should
stand in prayer (on earth) and we will stand in prayer (in Heaven). Together, we will
plead for mercy” (Midrash Esther Rabba 7:18). Indeed, they davened to Hashem and
their prayers were accepted. Fortunately, our ancestors were spared and, thus, the
celebration of Purim.
The story of Purim celebrates triumph over adversity. It reminds us that regardless of
life’s trials and tribulations, fears and anxieties, and, indeed disappointments, we pick
ourselves up and prepare to continue forward. We recognize that we are blessed to be
part of a global Klal Yisrael and take comfort in the ability to walk in the secure shadow
of our Creator. Sometimes it takes a miracle to achieve salvation – as was historically
experienced by the Jews in the city of Shushan – but there is always hope for a brighter
tomorrow, a more secure future.
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Ironically, the Name of Hashem never appears in Megillas Esther. Even when Hashem is
not visible, it is up to us to bring Hashem into our lives. And the more we do so, the
more obvious His Presence will be. Thus, Megillas Esther challenges its readers to
make room for Hashem in our hearts, in our homes and in our lives. Not just on Purim
but every day.
Have a freilechan Purim and a wonderful Shabbos!
(Please Note: Rabbi & Mrs. Simcha Dessler will be out of town for Purim.)

Yeshiva Ketana
Mazal tov to Doniel Weinschneider on his upsherin which was in Rabbi
Matitia’s third grade classroom this week. May Doniel bring his
parents and grandparents much nachas always!
The sounds of Purim continued to fill the Yeshiva Ketana’s hallway this
week. Our 5th
and 6th grade
talmidim
“decorated”
their classrooms for Purim “shtick” on different days. The
entire Yeshiva Ketana had a celebration together in the
Auditorium where Rebbeim and talmidim danced together
in costumes and had a very good time. We are looking
forward to our Melave Malka this Motzei Shabbos when
we will continue the Purim fun a little longer! Wishing
everyone a freilechen Purim!

Junior High School
The feeling of Purim is in the air in Oakwood!
A few highlights:
Rabbi Sturman’s class presented an amazing Purim
skit called the falshe phony rebbe based on a song
from noted singer, Rabbi Baruch Levine. Rabbi
Meisels’ class entertained by narrating the Gemara
that describes the calculations of King Balshatzaar and
Achashverosh and the historic feasts.

The biggest highlight was a surprise visit by AY
Productions! Rabbi Nakdimen led spirited singing and dancing to get the audience into the festive Purim spirit. He
also broke out a brand new dance highlighting our daily mitzvos, based on the song “Mach ah bracha”. Everyone
agreed that Rabbi Nakdimen’s music machine was pretty cool! A great time was had by all.
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Girls Elementary
Since we will not all be together on Purim, the girls division celebrated
on Monday with a Pre-Purim Party. We know that during the time of the
Purim story, there was ‘hester panim’ and Hashem saved us in manner
that wasn’t so obvious at first glance. But Hashem is always with us, and
for our theme we focused on “From behind the curtain, Hashem’s love
is certain!” A real blast
was had by all as
classes rotated around the auditorium doing different activities
focusing on finding what was hidden. Some of the activities we
enjoyed were decorating masks, playing a ‘Spot It’ game and learning
Purim dances. We know that this Purim simcha will stay with us for
many days to come!
This week our fifth grade students went to the Chessed Center to help
package food baskets for the needy. Based on the girls’ reactions
they gained even more than they gave!
Mazel tov to our fourth grade classes on finishing Parshas Shemos.

Yavne High School

This Tuesday, Yavne was filled with Purim spirit as they enjoyed a Neon themed
Chagiga. Our G.O. advisor, Mrs. R. Berkowitz and the Chagiga heads, Taibel
Stoll, Gitty Lebovics, Hadassah Zwick, and
Simcha Warszawski planned a fun
program. The girls were treated to a
waffle bar catered by Ellie’s, followed by a
motivational speech on “Simcha”. Thank
you, Mrs. Ruchy Koval, for your
enlightening and inspiring words. Next, came the school wide costume contest.
The girls showed creativity and spunk as they created costumes with this year’s
G.O. theme, “Elements”. It was a difficult choice to make, and our judges picked
Leah Langsner, Miriam Stoll and Dina Koval as winners of gift certificates. Then
our Mishmeres team prepared a balloon dance. The balloons were filled with notes, and as girls popped each other’s
balloons they found mishmeres challenges to fulfill within the balloons. Finally, there was music, dancing, glow sticks,
achdus, and energy. We truly had a morning of “laYehudim Haysa Orah” in Yavne.
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General Studies Division
Bryan Shaw, Meteorologist News 5
How does a meteorologist predict weather? Is he a magician? Mr. Shaw taught our 2nd
graders how to predict the weather in Cleveland! We would like to thank the class
hosts, Yitzie Graiser and Meir Simcha Burgess from the boys department and, in a
separate opportunity, Peshi Busel and Aviva Geller from the girls department. After
cordially welcoming Mr. Shaw to Hebrew Academy and offering a drink, the hosts in
both divisions led him to their classrooms. Introducing weather, Mr. Shaw shared a Dr.
Suess book which began the discussion on the four stages of the water cycle and the
various types of weather. Mr. Shaw continued with experiments and discussions about
how different weather occurs. The students enjoyed asking Mr. Shaw questions about weather and his profession to gain
a keener understanding of his line of work. We thank Mr. Shaw and Channel 5 News for volunteering his time with our
2nd graders.
“Infusion of Project Based Learning (PBL) at HAC
Project Based Learning (PBL) is a teaching method in which students gain knowledge and skills by working for an
extended period of time to investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging and complex question, problem, or
challenge. PBL activities have shown to yield benefits to students ranging from deeper learning of academic content to
stronger motivation and engagement in the learning process. In addition, students improve their ability to work
collaboratively with peers. Perhaps most importantly, PBL units improve student attitudes and enthusiasm toward
learning.
The Buck Institute for Education (http://www.bie.org), a primary source for PBL training and research, has identified
seven elements of a strong PBL activity:
·

A challenging problem or question – Students need to solve the problem or answer the question, which is
posed at an appropriate challenge level.

·

Sustained inquiry – Students are engaged in a rigorous, extended process of asking questions, finding
resources, and applying information;

·

Authenticity – The project includes a real-world context (or a good simulation), tasks and tools, and impact – or
it speaks to students’ personal concerns, interests, and life issues.

·

Student voice and choice – Students are asked to make some decisions about how they work and what they
ultimately create.

·

Reflection – The projects build in opportunities to think about the effectiveness of learning experiences and
products and how obstacles were overcome (or not overcome).

·

Critique and revision – Students get detailed feedback on their process and products based on known
standards and rubrics.

·

Public product – Students present, display, and explain their work to an audience beyond the classroom.

Our Project Based Learning programs are taking root and continues to expand throughout the afternoon
programming. We will continue to share the exciting curricular enhancements as they come to fruition.
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Kindergarten Division
Excitement was in the air as the Kindergarten celebrated our 100th
day of school. Since the start of the year, we have been counting with
great anticipation for this special day. The day began with crown
decorating and then a visit from the Cleveland Heights Library. Some
of the classes created a magnificent 100 day museum. Students
made their own projects which were displayed for all to see with
much pride. All the classes enjoyed counting out 10 of 10 snacks giving
us 100 pieces of snack! The fruit loop necklaces made with groups of
ten surely helped us count to 100. The glow sticks presented to each
class by Mrs. Stelzer definitely brightened the day. Overall, it was a
great day of celebration.

Early Childhood Division
Purim has finally arrived and all of our children are so excited. They are schlepping home their giant bags filled with
all their creations, mishloach manos, hamantashen, puppets, graggers.
The highlight of their week was the Purim chagigah. All the children came in costumes and they loved seeing their
friends all dressed up. There was once again a special visitor at the chagigah, Morah Tikvah’s friend, Shu-shu, the
clown. It seems that Morah Tikvah is a slow learner and every single year she eats way too many hamantashen, gets
a tummy ache, and has to call her best friend who sounds suspiciously
like her, to come and take over for her. Shu-shu shows the children
Purim pictures and asks them questions. She also asks each class to sing
a Purim song and then starts playing music and everyone, including her,
dances in circles and in chu-chu trains. Some children wanted to dance
with Shu-shu and some were a little afraid. But everyone had a great
time and really got into the Purim spirit.
We wish everyone a freilichen Purim filled with nachas, nosh and
simcha.

Mishpacha Magazine
Due to the Purim delivery schedule, the magazines will be delivered to an alternate address. Please pick your
magazines up from 3702 Bendemeer Road this Friday.
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PTA Purim Carnival
Special thanks to Mrs. Tziri Boim
for her hard work in making the
carnival a grand success along
with dedicated volunteers, Mrs.
Chani Cohen and Mrs. Sara
Lehman, Mrs. Bati Perl, Mrs.
Becky Goldzweig, Mrs. Miriam
Boaz, Mrs. Avigayil Malcmacher
Mrs. Rochie Kulefsky, the 5th
and 6th grade girls, and the
amazing Yavne girls!

Mazel tov!


Rabbi & Mrs. Michoel Garfinkel on the bar mitzvah of Eliezer



Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel Kleinbart on the birth of a daughter



Mrs. Avivah Kupfer and Mr. & Mrs. Avi Kupfer and on the engagement of Devoiry to Yehuda Nathan
of Brooklyn



Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomo Lieberman on the birth of a son



Rabbi & Mrs. Daniel Olgin on the bar mitzvah of Moshe
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Mazel tov to the

Vaiselberg Family

th A
at The 75
inner
Tribute D

Cleveland, OH
on winning the
$500 gift card
to Heinen’s in the
Early Bird Raffle!

Sponsored in part by the Millman family
Hwwb ivfv rat vjna wr ,c vbhr krgp bwwgk
Ticket Prices
45 - $1,000
4 - $150
20 - $500
3 - $120
12 - $360
1 - $50
5 - $180

To purchase tickets or for
more information, please call
(216) 382-3300 ext. 364.
Tickets can also be purchased
at www.hac1.org

Keep the flame of Torah burning in the hearts of 1,150 children. Support our school!

