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MCHS Class of 2017 Graduation
Kendrianna Hill, Valedictorian

The MCHS Class of 2017 graduation was held on May 26, 2017, in the
MCHS gym. Kendrianna Hill said, “Class of 2017, I can finally say we
made it. It is our time now to separate and make a difference in our
families, community, and inspire and imprint the world. Class of 2017,
our future will begin once we leave these doors. It is our time to be great.
It is our time to reveal why 2017 is known as legendary. It is our time to put Mitchell County on the map
and soar above the rest. It is our time to make our mothers and fathers proud; without them there would
be no use. I just want to take a moment to tell my mom that I am grateful for her.”

Jamia Sanders, Salutatorian
Jamia Sanders said, “Wow, where has the time gone? Thirteen years ago, we were five, walking into the
primary school with our parents, who were more excited than us, while they took pictures with their green
Fuji Filmed cameras. Now, here tonight, in the year of 2017, they have upgraded, with their smart phones
ready to snap pictures of their graduates. A couple of years later, we reached high school, divided from the
upperclassmen, mad because we had to wear uniforms. What we failed to understand is that there was a
purpose for every rule and regulation put in place for us. They were there to help us avoid mistakes that
could jeopardize our future. Class of 2017, we have gone from curious children to mature graduates, ready
to take on the world and every obstacle we will have to face. Tonight, we gather here on the brink of our
future, the first day of the rest of our lives. We should be motivated by the words of Dr. Seuss "You have
brains in your head, you have feet in your shoes, you can steer yourself in any direction you choose." So,
fellow classmates, I urge each of you to embrace the various opportunities presented before you. Hold on
to what you have learned and apply it to your life. And whatever you do, commit to the lord, and your
plans will succeed.” Continue on page 15….
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Enjoy your
summer break!
Mitchell County Farm Bureau Essay Winner

Liliana Ruiz Esquivel, an 8th grader at
MCHS, won second place in the Mitchell
County Farm Bureau Essay Contest. The
topic for the contest was The Importance of
Georgia’s Specialty Crops. Liliana wrote
about the specialty crops grown right here in
Mitchell County, such as pecans, sweet
corn,
blueberries,
peppers,
and
watermelons. Her favorite is blueberries
because they are a sweet and nutritious “superfood”. She was awarded a cash

prize for her efforts.
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Mitchell CAFÉ Hosts Booth at GNAT Days
During GNAT Day activities, the Mitchell CAFÉ members set up a booth to
distribute information to the community. Everyone was encourage to join the
organization. For more information, contact Shirley Daniels at Mitchell County
Board of Education.

MCSS TOTY and Retirement Reception
The 2016-2017 MCSS TOTY and Retirement Reception was held on Tuesday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m. at Mitchell County High School. The
Teachers of the Year and System Teacher of the Year were recognized. Next the retirees were recognized and spoke on their experiences and
plans for after retirement.

The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school’s media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Robert Adams
Schools:

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick

Mitchell County Primary-Donna Johnson, Principal
Mitchell County Middle-Rodney Conine, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Joe White

Mitchell County Elementary-Vicki Hicks, Principal
Mitchell County High-Ossie Canidate, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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Mitchell County School System System-wide SEL Process
By: Fundrail Quimbley
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children and adults acquire and effectively
apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive goals, feel and show
empathy for others, establish and maintain positive relationships, and make responsible decisions.
Imagine a classroom where teachers are supportive, students are inspired, and children care about one another and are working together to
solve challenging problems. That’s social and emotional learning (SEL) in action, and it’s happening in classrooms across the country. SEL,
when it’s most effective, is part of daily classroom life where teachers use everyday instruction to foster positive working relationships,
increase student engagement, and model constructive behaviors. A comprehensive focus on SEL is new to the Mitchell County School System
(MCSS). Non-cognitive skills have been a focus at the high school level for many years. SEL allows for the focus to
be on teaching the whole child. During the 2017-2018 school term, MCSS is pushing for a need to help school
leaders create the kind of positive climates that keep
students safe, make learning possible, inform classroom
instruction, strengthen teacher-student relationships, and
drive collaborations with families and community partners.
Ms. Patricia English and Mr. Fundrail Quimbley conducted
professional learning at each school and then during
Summer School met with teachers to further their
understanding of how to implement SEL in their classroom
during the 2017-2018 year.

MCHS Senior Honors Night
On May 25, MCHS held its Senior Honor’s Night. Dr. Teresa
Mitchell was the inspirational speaker. After dinner prepared by
Ms. L. Wingate’s Culinary Arts
students, the departmental awards and
CTAE pathway completers were
recognized. Then the scholarships
recipents were recognized. Those
students who complete freshman year
of college and those who received
their
associates
degree
from
Bainbridge State College were
recognized. The Honor graduates were announced along with the valedictorian and salutatorian. Lastly, the
students gave their parents a rose to thank them for all of their support .

The Million Dollar Project

Many people have made the statement, “I wish I had a million dollars.” The students in Mrs. I. Parker’s 4 th grade class at MCES had the
opportunity to find out what it would be like if that wish could come true. “Parker’s People” took to the Internet to research and find the costs
of many items they could only dream about owning. The list of items included
everything from Apple Products to designer clothes and shoes. One student
even found a designer bed for $89,000!
The project included some things that must be done with the $1,000,000. The
students had to put $75,000 into a college fund; to purchase a home with a cost
to not exceed $300,000; buy a car; plan a family vacation; and donate to charity.
They also couldn’t purchase more than three of the same item. Overall, the
students were very generous with the charitable contributions. Some students
were frivolous in buying cars, and pools, diamonds, etc. Many students were
very frugal, which actually made them a bit agitated about having so much
money left to spend, which caused them to reconsider the mandatory purchases
and how much to spend on those items. In the end, the class learned about
saving money, writing checks, and planning a budget. Some said that it was
actually hard to spend $1,000,000, but it was so much fun trying!
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Community Action Poverty Simulation (CAPS)
By: Tosha Keaton
The faculty and staff of the Mitchell County School System experienced the virtual realities of poverty in a unique poverty simulation conducted
on Thursday June 1, 2017. The Community Action Poverty Simulation (CAPS) was designed to help people better understand the realities of
poverty. Volunteers included staff members of various human service agencies and local businesses.
Using a simulation kit, participants role-played the lives of low-income families. Some were TANF recipients, some were disabled, and others
were senior citizens on Social Security. They had the stressful task of providing for basic necessities and shelter on a limited budget during the
course of four 15-minute “weeks.” They interacted with human service agencies, grocers, pawnbrokers, bill collectors, job interviewers, police
officers and others. The simulation was designed to bring more awareness and empathy for what our students may be facing on a daily basis.
This along with the new Social Emotional Learning Curriculum being implemented the upcoming school term will hopefully enable us to build
better relationships

MCHS Students Broadcast on CNS and Streamed
Seniors Honors Night and MCHS Graduation
The MCHS Eagle Media Crew Anthony McIntyre, Wendi Esclante, Shantoria Whitus, and Kia Williams worked with Mr. Beau Sherman, Ms.
Leigh Twitty, and Ms. Jennifer Tucker to setup and broadcast live the MCHS Seniors Honors Program and Graduation. The students operated
the camcorders and Tricaster broadcast equipment.
Below left to right: Anthony, Shantoria, Wendi, and Kia.
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Summer Feeding Program Open Sites
By: Julie Tucker
The Mitchell County School Nutrition Program is participating in the Summer Feeding Program. Meals will be provided to all children without
charge up to age 18. Children will be served regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination
in the course of the meal service. Meals will be provided at the sites and times as follows:

SSO Feeding Site Name

Address

Dates of
Operation

Breakfast

Lunch

Mitchell Co. High School

1000 Newton Road, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

7:40-7:55am

11:00am-12:00pm

Neighborhood Service Center

165 West Circle, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

No breakfast

12:15pm-12:45pm

Hilliard Center

91 E. Morgan St., Camilla, GA

6/05/17-6/30/17

No breakfast

11:30am-12:00pm

Goodson Road Church of Christ

4703 Goodson Road, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

No breakfast

11:45am-12:15pm

Baconton Comm. Charter School

260 East Walton St, Baconton, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

7:45-8:00am

12:00-12:30pm

Majestic Kingdom Embassy

613 Newton Road, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

No breakfast

11:45am-12:15pm

DeSoto Trail Region Library

145 E Broad Street, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

8:30-8:45am

12:30-1:00pm

Holy Ground Int’l Ministries

115 South MacArthur, Camilla, GA

6/05/17–6/30/17

8:00-8:30am

12:15-12:45pm

Brown Chapel

100 East Thompson, Camilla, GA

6/05/17-6/30/17

8:15-8:45am

11:00-12:00pm

All meals are free of charge. No registration is required for those attending.
For too many children, the end of the school year means an end to the regularly scheduled, healthy meals available to them while at school.
Many families are struggling to put food on the table and this program is designed to help feed children dealing with difficult financial
situations. Children may go on summer break, but hunger doesn’t. Summer feeding programs bridge the summer hunger gap and let’s our
children know that the community cares about their well-being all year long.
Please call the Mitchell County School Nutrition office at 229-336-2100, ext.1016 if you have a question about a site. We welcome individual
walk-ons at all sites. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Grover Stewart Returns for a Visit
Grover Cleveland Stewart, II, a 2012 graduate of Mitchell County High School, returned to the Mitchell County High School on May 3, 2017
and talked to the MCHS Eagles Football players. He said, “It does not matter where you are from; it is all about where you want to go and
how you want to get there. It is all about hard work and dedication.” Grover will be playing with
the Indianapolis Colts as a defensive tackle. At
Mitchell County Elementary, Primary, and Middle
School, students lined the halls and spoke to Grover
as he walked through his former schools. The Pre-k
students entertained Grover with chanting NFL.
Grover’s parents are
Michelle Stewart, Grover
Stewart. Grover attended Albany State majored in
Criminal Justice.
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MCHS Media Students and
Faculty Recognized by
SWGA RESA
In May 2017, SWGA RESA presented Wendi Esclante
and Beau Sherman (left) with a certificate thanking
them for their production of a promotional video about
SWGA RESA. Also Tim Helms, SWGA RESA
director (right) presented
Ms. Leigh Twitty a
certificate and thanked her and her graphics students
for their rendering of the new map of SWGA RESA
coverage area, which was created for their new website.
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GA-946 AIR FORCE JUNIOR ROTC
WINS
OUTSTANDING ORGANIZATION AWARD
FOR SECOND CONSECUTIVE YEAR!
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. – Unit GA-946 at Mitchell County High School in Camilla, Georgia has been selected as one of sixty
six units to receive the 2016-2017 Air Force JROTC Outstanding Organization Award. This award recognizes Air Force JROTC units that
have performed well above and beyond normal expectations, and that have distinguished themselves through outstanding service to their school
and community while meeting the Air Force JROTC citizen development mission for America. The objectives of the Air Force JROTC
program are to educate and train high school cadets in citizenship and life skills; promote community service; instill responsibility, character,
and self-discipline through character education, and to provide instruction in air and space fundamentals. Enrollment is open to high school
students who are in the 9th to 12th grades. Air Force JROTC is located in close to 900 high schools across the United States and at selected
schools in Europe, in the Pacific, and in Puerto Rico. Air Force JROTC enrollment includes more than 120,000 cadets who do over 1.6 million
hours of community service each year. For more information contact Mitchell County High School’s principal, Ms. Ossie Canidate, or the Air
Force JROTC department at Mitchell County High School, 229-336-0970.

Summer Canning Class
UGA Extension and Eagle’s Nest Catering partnered
together to host a Summer Canning Class on June 8, 2017
at Mitchell County High School. The participants learned
how to make 5 different recipes including Spiced
peach butter, bread
and butter pickles.

Role of Technology in
Facilitating Differentiating Instructions
in High School Science Classroom
Mrs. Rashmi Khazanchi, high school science teacher, was invited as a speaker at the Ninth Annual Technology Institute for
Educators (TIFE 2017), held at North Carolina Central University School of Education in Durham, North Carolina, April 21-22,
2017. Mrs. Khazanchi collaborated with Pankaj Khazanchi from Liberty University, Ajay Singh from Eastern New Mexico
University, and Chia Jung Yeh from East Carolina University. The purpose of her research was to find out how teachers in
secondary education implementing technology to differentiate instructions to enhance motivation, and increase on task behavior to educate the ever increasing
diverse population differ in their background knowledge, cognitive abilities, learning preferences, and culture.
Mrs. Khazanchi represented the Mitchell County School System (MCSS). Her audience were engaged fully
while she was presenting the various ways MCSS is using to enhance student engagement and keep them
motivated and educating them to be digital citizens. Magic school bus was the center of focus that evolved
as a result of creativity and outside of the box thinking by Dr. Robert Adams, presently serving as a
superintended of MCSS. DI is a student centered approach based on the student’s prior knowledge,
motivation, cognitive abilities, and their readiness to learn. There is no exact path / instructional strategies
for differentiation instructions, instead it is an innovative ways of thinking about teaching to meet the needs
of diverse learners. Differentiated instructions focuses more on the specific needs of the individual learners
and also balancing the needs common to all students. Multitude of research suggests that DI has positive
impact on student engagement, motivation, and learning. Her paper was very well received by the
audiences including researchers, professors, and educators from K- 1 to K-20 across the US. Difference
between differentiated and non-differentiated classroom.
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Ninth Grade Students MCHS Career Academy

On Tuesday, May 2, the Mitchell County High School 9 th grade students spent one class period touring and exploring the Career, Technical,
and Agricultural Education wing of the high school in order to get a better understanding of their possible pathways as they move forward in
their academic career. All students are required to graduate with a career pathway, which requires three years of experience in the pathway’s
classroom and lab area. Mitchell County High School is very fortunate to have five pathways: Agriculture, Culinary Arts, Digital Design /
Graphics Technology, Early Childhood Education, and Healthcare Science. Students also have an opportunity to take Welding and
Cosmetology, which is offered through Southern Regional.
Students were regaled with all of the different classrooms, as the teachers explained the expectations of the students. Students began their tour
with Ms. Lillibel Wingate for Culinary Arts. She explained the purpose of her pathway, how she tends to run her class, and how students will
fit in with the cooking lab. Students were also able to get an inside peek of the restaurant and how it is run. Students were then escorted to
Mrs. Crosby’s Early Childhood Education (ECE) classroom, where she explained that next year, students 10 th through 12th grade will be
required to intern throughout the system. She also explained how students choosing this pathway could further their careers. Students were
then escorted through the Pre-K hallway to see how intern students for the ECE program worked with the Pre-K students. Students then
moved to Mrs. Anglin’s Healthcare classroom, where some of her students gave insightful information about the program, such as the
possibility of becoming a Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) and the hands-on labs where students learn how to do several different skills with
patients. Healthcare students also talked about the future possibilities for students should they choose this pathway. Students were then taken
to the Agricultural building, where students were escorted to the greenhouses and told about aquaponics and shown the different plants and
vegetables that were being grown. Students were also shown the welding shop, where some students were working diligently on assignments
under the guide of the teacher.
The last stop was Ms. Twitty’s
Digital Design classroom, where she
introduced students to the many
opportunities that could come from
taking her class. Students in her class
were spread across different stations,
working on computers, screen
printing, or creating designs. Students were able to go through the assorted stations, where
Ms. Twitty explained all of the different machines and how they worked. The 9 th grade
students were impressed with all of the different opportunities and were eager to fill out the
cards that would allow them to choose their future pathway. The rising Sophomores of MCHS are excited to expand their horizons and gain a
skill that they can carry with them for life.

Come out and enjoy fun crafts, stories and entertainers all summer long at
the Library.
June:
13th-Bingo!!!
14th-Dr. Magical Balloons
15th-Story Hour and craft
16th-Lego Day!!
20th-Movie Day
21st-Juggler Todd Key
22nd-Story Hour and craft
23rd-Wii game day
28th-Animal Tales show

July:
5th- Building Challenge for youth
6th- Story Hour and craft
7th- Lego Day
11th-Bingo!!!
12th-Musician Dr. Arvin Scott
13th-Stroy hour and craft
14th-Wii game day
18th-Movie Day
19th-Keating Entertainment
20th-Story Hour and craft
26th-Science Fun
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FREE DIGITAL BOOKS
Through a partnership between myON and the Get Georgia Reading Campaign, all students, educators,
librarians and parents in Georgia can have free access to thousands of enhanced digital books from myON
through August 31st. These enhanced digital books, with flexible reading scaffolds, are the core content of
myON's award-winning literacy environment. During the summer, all readers in each county will share a
single account that provides them with unlimited 24/7 access to myON's enhanced digital books, without the
personalization elements
Getting Started is Quick and Easy!
1. Go to: www.myON.com
2. Click the Log In Now button and enter the following information:
3. School Name: Get Georgia Reading - (Begin typing the word Get and select from the drop-down menu.)
User Name: mitchellcounty
Passw ord: read
4. Click on the "Sign In" button, select a book and start reading!
Enjoy anyw here, anytime access!
Read anyw here -- at home or school, in the library, Y or other community settings.
Read anytime -- days, evenings, weekends, holidays and school breaks.
Read online using any Internet-enabled device, and Read offline using free mobile apps for Kindle Fire HD, Android
Devices, iPads and Google Chrome.

Khalil King gets a early gift for graduation!

4-H
District Project Achievement
At a MCMS assembly, on May 11, 2017 Ms. Deborah Cox, 4H Advisor, presented awards to students for their participation
in the 4-H District Project Achievement event.
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Georgia State School Superintendent
Richard Woods Visits MCHS
On May 15, 2017, Georgia State School Superintendent Richard Woods visited Mitchell County
High School. Accompanying Superintendent Woods was State Representative Jay Powell.
Mitchell County High School Principal Ossie Canidate and a group of Career Academy/college
students took him on a tour of the school. During the visit to the Career Academy areas, the
students and teachers gave an overview of the pathways to Superintendent Woods. Superintendent
Woods began in the Culinary Arts department where he had an opportunity to watch students
preparing food and then he toured the new Eagle’s Nest Café. In the Early Childhood Education
program, Superintendent Woods watched the Pre-K students creating bubbles. Ms. Paxton Crosby said, “Students learn appropriate practices
for working with young children, as they grow physically, cognitively, and emotionally. Junior and Senior students can apply the skills and
knowledge they are learning to real world settings by interning in the Pre-K classes.” Certified Nursing Assistant students Keri Young and
Tezani Willis told him that they had hands-on learning in their Healthcare classes to prepare them for their clinical and taking the CNA
certification test. Ms. Luellen Tucker talked about the telemedicine program.
Next Agriculture student Rondarius Williams (left) gave him a tour of
the hydroponics lab where he told Superintendent Woods how the
produce is grown starting with seeds, planting, and harvesting.
Rondarius showed him the different types of produce, including Kale
Lettuce and Red Oak Leaf Lettuce. Vera Jackson took Superintendent
Woods through a tour of the different areas in the Graphics Design lab:
screening printing, print media, and digital design. Anthony McIntyre
discussed the video design area where students learn how to plan, create
and edit videos and how students also create public service
announcement for the Mitchell County High School’s Eagles Radio Station WMCZ-LP 94.5 FM.
Anthony (right) was asked to serve on Superintendent Woods’ State Student Advisory Committee.
Superintendent Woods then toured the “Magic School Bus” where
Media Specialist Jennifer Tucker and Vera Jackson (right) showed him
the computers, promethean board, and how the bus is used throughout
the year. Later, MCHS Young Farmer Advisor Alan Collins (left)
demonstrated the plasma cutter. The last program visited was the
JROTC program where Superintendent Woods was greeted by Col.
Thomas Painter and several JROTC Cadets

After touring, Superintendent Woods ate lunch with the students,
Ms. Canidate and lunchroom manager Brenda Frazier. During the
lunch, he had an opportunity to ask students questions. He asked
them about technology in the school, the Move on When Ready
program, as well as the fields they would be interested in going into
after graduating through a career pathway. This year Mitchell
County High School will graduate 31 of their 81 seniors with an
Associate’s Degree, which is 38% of the Senior Class. The
students presented Superintendent Woods with a gift basket
containing various products that the students had produced.
After the visit, Superintendent Woods said, “I was very impressed with what I saw here and the changes open up a world of opportunities for
students. The students today have been your best voice; they have shared with me their excitement, their dreams, their goals. It is nice to see
the one-to-one correlation. What they are learning are skills that they can take to their workplace or as they further their education.”

Left: Ms. Crosby and Pre-K students.
Right: Nursing Assistant students Keri Young and Tezani Willis
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MCPS Kindergarten Graduation
Mitchell County Primary School’s Kindergarten Graduation was Monday, May 22, 2017 at the Mitchell County High School Gymnasium.
Kindergarten students song and danced before receiving diplomas.

Pre-K Participation Ceremony
Mitchell County Pre-K Participation Ceremony was Tuesday May 23, 2017 at the Mitchell County Primary School Gymnasium.

MCSS Faculty Deliveries Report
Cards Home to Students
On June 1, faculty from all the MCSS’s
schools took to the road to delivery report
cards to students’ homes.
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GA-946 AFJROTC ANNOUNCES
2017 CADET OF THE YEAR!
Cadets Derrickal Bell, Anthony McIntyre, Justin Yarbrough, Jennifer Bravo and Yomeda
Martinez were announced as GA-946’s Cadets of the Year for 2017 at their annual awards
ceremony Monday evening, 15 May.
Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Derrickal Bell, senior, is an Aerospace Science fourth-year (AS4) cadet and serves as the Group Commander. He
led the unit in multiple activities during the school year resulting the unit being recognized as a 2017 Outstanding Organization award winner
by Headquarters, AFJROTC, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, Alabama. During his four years in ROTC, Cadet Bell has earned the
following awards and ribbons: Distinguished Unit, Outstanding Organization, Top Performer, Outstanding Cadet, Leadership, Co-curricular
Activities, Color Guard, Good Conduct, Health and Wellness, Activities, Attendance, Dress and Appearance, Longevity and Patriotic Flag.
Cadet Bell performed over eighty-three community service hours during his high school career and attended the STEM Youth Leadership
Summit in 2016!
Cadet Second Lieutenant Anthony McIntyre, junior, is an Aerospace Science third-year (AS3) cadet and is a member of Fox Flight! He was a
vital member of Fox Flight, the 2017 ROTC Flight of the Year! During his three years in ROTC, Cadet McIntyre has earned the following
awards and ribbons: Air Force Association (national level award), American Legion General Military Excellence (national level award),
Veterans of Foreign Wars (national level award), Military Order of the Purple Heart (national level award), Distinguished Unit, Outstanding
Organization, Outstanding Flight, Outstanding Cadet, Leadership, Achievement, Superior Performance, Co-curricular Activities, Color
Guard, Service, Health and Wellness, Activities, Longevity and Model Rocketry Badge. Cadet McIntyre has performed over fifty community
service hours thus far in his high school career and has received the GA-946 AFJROTC Certificate of Recognition in 2015!
Cadet Master Sergeant Justin Yarbrough, sophomore, is an Aerospace Science second-year (AS2) cadet and serves as the Flight Commander
for Alpha Flight. During his short, two years in ROTC, Cadet Yarbrough has earned the following awards and ribbons: Reserve Officers
Association (national level award), Military Order of the World Wars (national level award), Outstanding Organization, Outstanding Flight,
Outstanding Cadet, Leadership, Color Guard, Service, Health and Wellness, Activities, Longevity, Patriotic Flag and Model Rocketry Badge.
Cadet Yarbrough has performed fifty-four community service hours thus far in his high school career and participated in the JROTC Level I
Academic Bowl in 2015!
Cadet Airman First Class Jennifer Bravo, freshman, is an Aerospace Science first-year (AS1) cadet and is a member of Echo Flight. In her
very first year in ROTC, Cadet Bravo already earned the following awards and ribbons: Air Commando Association (national level award),
Outstanding Organization, Outstanding Cadet, Color Guard, Service, Health and Wellness and Activities. Cadet Bravo has already performed
over fourteen community service ours in her first year at MCHS! Cadet Bravo was promoted Below-the-Zone (ahead of her peers) to Cadet
Airman First Class (C/A1C) in January 2017!
Cadet Airman First Class Yomeda Martinez, freshman, is an Aerospace Science first-year (AS1) cadet and is a member of Delta Flight. In her
very first year in ROTC, Cadet Martinez already earned the following awards and ribbons: Celebrate Freedom Foundation (national level
award), Outstanding Organization, Outstanding Cadet, Color Guard, Service, Health and Wellness, Activities and Patriotic Flag. Cadet
Martinez has already performed over twenty-one community service ours in her first year at MCHS! Cadet Martinez was promoted Below-the
-Zone (ahead of her peers) to Cadet Airman First Class (C/A1C) in January 2017!

Congratulations, again, to our 2017
Outstanding Cadets of the Year!
Left to right:
Jennifer Bravo, Derrickal Bell, Yomeda Martinez, Justin Yarbrough, Anthony McIntyre
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GA-946 AFJROTC ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM
The cadets of GA-946 Air Force Junior ROTC enjoyed “A Night of Recognition!” during their annual awards
ceremony held Monday evening, 15 May 2017, at Mitchell County High School. Cadet Group Commander
Derrikal Bell welcomed everyone and then asked them to stand for the entrance of the cadets, the presentation of
the colors and the playing of our nation anthem. Once everyone was seated, Cadet Taye McClain of Delta Flight
gave the invocation. Cadet Bell introduced the many special guests in attendance, the Superintendent of Mitchell
County Schools, Mr. Robert Adams, the Principal of MCHS, Ms. Ossie Candidate, MCHS Freshman Academy
(FA) principal, Mrs. Gordina Porter and the Business and Computer Science instructor, Dr. Shirlette Marcus. In
attendance from American Legion Post 141, was Post Commander Mr. Tommy Williams, Mr. Butler McDonald, Mr. Julian Stoudmeyer, and
Mr. Hugh Ivey. Representing Post 2785, Veterans of Foreign Wars was Mr. Ken Lafrenze and from the local chapter of Woodmen Life,
Mrs. Latrell Cranford. Colonel (retired) Tom Painter, the Senior Aerospace Science Instructor (SASI) for GA-946 narrated a short end-ofyear video, produced by our very own GA-946 cadets who also take Ms. Twitty’s class. The video was a snap-shot of all the fun and exciting
things cadets enjoyed doing throughout the school year!
The first award presented was the Co-Curricular Activities Leadership Ribbon. Cadets Johntaven Simmons, Jy’Kyrriaunna Clayton, Edgerin
Williams, Rondarrius Williams, Shanariana Hicks, Vera Jackson, Knaulijje Jackson, Lakeshia Snells, Anthony McIntyre and Ty’Tiona
Robinson received this award. Next was the Achievement Ribbon. It is awarded for a significant documented achievement such as earning a
college scholarship, or another superlative academic or athletic accomplishment. Cadets Akeria Burns, Zykenzia Childs, Jy’Kyrriaunna
Clayton, Shanya Evans, Ny’kerria Johnson, Keondra Williams, Jamia Mobley, Anthony McIntyre, Devon Vicks, Knaulijje Jackson,
Rondarrius Williams, Jaamel Dewberry, Shanarianna Hicks, Johntavious Brown, Tearria Richardson, Terry Richardson, Vera Jackson and
Logan Knight received this award. The Academic Ribbon was next in line and was awarded for academic excellence as signified by attaining
an overall grade point average of at least “B” for the academic year in all other classes and an “A” average in AJFROTC. Cadets Akeria
Burns, Wendy Escalante, Shanariana Hicks, Vera Jackson, Logan Knight and Anthony Pace received this award. The Superior Performance
Ribbon is awarded annually for outstanding achievement or meritorious service rendered specifically on behalf of Air Force Junior ROTC.
Cadets Johntaven Simmons, Shanya Evans, Vera Jackson, Anthony McIntyre, Jameia Morman, Anthony Pace, Jessica Sanders, Jakiriah
Yates, John Dent, De’nericka Brown, Jy’Kyrriaunna Clayton, Honesty Fencher, Ke’Yonna Johnson, Jada McKinney, Nykerria Waller and
Edgerin Williams were recognized with this award. Next was the Leadership Ribbon. This award is for outstanding performance in a position
of leadership. Cadets Jaamel Dewberry, Justin Yarbrough, Keondra Williams, Kelvin Stubbs, Shantoria Whitus, Treasure Wallace, Vera
Jackson, Zykenzia Childs, Jy’Kyrriaunna Clayton and Derrickal Bell received this award.
National level awards were handed out next! The first national-level award presented was The Air Commando Association (ACA) Award.
The ACA is presented to a cadet who closely exemplifies the thirteen critical attributes of success for Air Commandos. Each cadet also
researched and submitted an essay on a historical Special Operations mission. Dr. Marcus presented this year’s ACA awards to Cadets
Jennifer Bravo and Harley Hammond! The next award comes from the National Society of the United States Daughters of 1812. This award
is presented to an individual who has demonstrated qualities of academic excellence, leadership, military discipline, dependability, patriotism
and upright character in speech and habits, which exemplify the ideals upon which our nation was founded. Mrs. Porter presented this award
to Cadet Wendy Escalante! The next national-level award was the Celebrate Freedom Foundation Award. To earn this award, a cadet must be
a first or second-year cadet in the top 15% of their academic class, top 5% of their ROTC class, exhibit a positive attitude, and have a desire
to pursue a military career. This award was presented by MSgt Griggs. The Celebrate Freedom Foundation award went to Cadet Yomeda
Martinez! The next award was The Retired Enlisted Association (TREA) Award. Cadet De’nericka Brown earned this award! The Tuskegee
Airmen Incorporated (TAI) Award was next and is presented to the cadets who demonstrate sustained performance in the cadet corps
exemplified through outstanding leadership, Air Force Junior ROTC participation, academic performance and service to the community,
school and unit. Cadets Caleb Aldavera and Marquisha Raines won the TAI award! The Air Force Sergeants Association (AFSA) award is
awarded to an upper class cadet for demonstrating outstanding qualities in military leadership, discipline, character, and citizenship while
achieving the top 25% of their AFJROTC class. Cadet Logan Knight earned the AFSA award! The Military Order of the Purple Heart
(MOPH) award is earned by a third or fourth year cadet in a leadership position in JROTC, who is active in school and the community, and
has at least a “B” average in all subjects last semester. The MOPH went to Cadet Rondarrius Williams! The next award was the Sons of the
American Revolution (SAR) award and is given to a cadet in the top 10% of their AFJROTC class and in the top 25% of their overall class,
who demonstrates outstanding military bearing and excellence in AFJROTC. Cadet Edgerin Williams earned this award! Continued on page 14...
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MCPS Exploring the Galaxies of Learning Celebration
Mitchell County Primary School held its Exploring the Galaxies of Learning Celebration on May 25, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. Semarien Mott lead
the Pledge of Allegiance and Brayden Farrar welcomed everyone to the celebration. MCPS Teacher of the Year, Shunterra Lucy, inspired the
students and challenged them to continue learning. Kindergarten and first grade teachers presented awards to students. Some awards given
were Perfect Attendance, Good Attendance, Super Studious, Mr. /Miss Manners Citizenship, Most Improved, and Principal’s Award. P.E. and
Music Awards were also presented.

GA-946 AFJROTC ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM continued from page 13
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) award is presented to a third or fourth year cadet who is motivated towards Junior ROTC in military bearing, courtesy,
leadership potential and who has a “B” average in ROTC. Mr. Ken LaFrenze presented the VFW award to Cadet Anthony McIntyre! The next award was the
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) award and is presented to a cadet who is in good academic standing, who is loyal, and who demonstrates
leadership potential. Cadet Ty’tiona Robinson earned the MOAA award. The Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW) award was presented to Cadet Vera
Jackson who had made outstanding accomplishments and service to the Air Force Junior ROTC program and who had committed to another year in the program.
Our next award was the Reserve Officers Association (ROA) award and it is typically given to a fourth year cadet in the top 10% of their Aerospace Science
class, demonstrating motivation, initiative, courtesy, high ethical standards, and outstanding uniform wear. The ROA award for this year went to Cadet Justin
Yarbrough! The American Veterans (AMVETS) award is given to the cadet who is motivated towards JROTC, has exceptional uniform wear, officer potential,
and has maintained an “A” in Aerospace Science class. Cadet Jy’Kyrriaunna Clayton earned the AMVETS award! The next award was the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) award and is given to a cadet in the top 25% of their ROTC class, the top 25% of high school class, and exhibiting character,
discipline, and motivation towards JROTC. Cadet Shantoria Whitus won the DAR award! The American Legion General Military Excellence Award is given to
a third or fourth year cadet demonstrating military excellence while achieving the top 25% of their AFJROTC class. Mr. Tommy Williams, Post 141
Commander, presented this award to Cadet Jaamel Dewberry! The American Legion Scholastic Excellence Award and is given to a third or fourth year cadet
demonstrating leadership while achieving the top 10% of their school class and top 25% of their AFJROTC class. Cadet Shanariana Hicks won this honor! The
Air Force Association (AFA) award is the highest national level award presented during the ceremony and was presented to Cadet Anthony McIntyre for
outstanding performance in all areas including drill, academics and PT. Cadet McIntyre is in the top 5% of his AFJROTC class and top 10% of his academic
classes. Woodmen Life is the largest fraternal benefit society with open membership in the United States. Our local Camilla chapter recognized Cadet Derrickal
Bell with the Lamp of Learning Award. Ms. Latrelle Cranford made the presentation to cadet Bell.
Next, our graduating Seniors were recognized. Cadets Derrickal Bell, Jaamel Dewberry, Johntaven Simmons, John Dent and Cedric Knight were asked to stand
and receive a round of applause by all in attendance! Next, a special award was presented by Ms. Ossie Canidate to all the cadets of GA-946. In the fall, The
Group Staff established their goals for the school year in the areas of cadet improvement, school impact, and community service. The unit was recognized by
Headquarters, AFJROTC as a 2016-2017 Outstanding Organization! The next award is the Outstanding Cadet Ribbon, which is awarded each year to the
outstanding cadet in each aerospace science year. The recipient from each class must be of high moral character, demonstrate positive personal attributes, display
outstanding military potential and attain academic and military excellence. Cadets Yomeda Martinez, Jennifer Bravo, Justin Yarbrough, Anthony McIntyre and
Derrickal Bell were selected as cadet-of-the-year winners! Our final award of the evening was the Flight of the Year. The award is announced last because this
award is a group award and we’re all about team work in Air Force Junior ROTC. There is no letter “I” in the word TEAM, and this flight has shown
outstanding team work throughout the entire school year. This award goes to the most outstanding flight for the entire 2016-2017 school year. The competition
was fierce. Outstanding Flight of the Year competition included academics, drill evaluations, multiple uniform inspections, three Physical Fitness Tests, one
Super Sports Day, attendance during parades, participation in community service events and fundraisers, just to name a few. Fox Flight took home the trophy
followed closely by Delta and Charlie flights. Colonel Painter closed the program by thanking all in attendance for their support of our award winning program.
Congratulations to all the award winners!
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