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Quarter Two

Dear District 93 Community,
We are off and running for the 2016-2017 school year. This year we are
excited about the many academic and school initiatives. Students will
be utilizing new K-8 math resources, as well as science materials
(IQWST) for 6th, 7th and 8th Grade students. We have enhanced our
1:1 computer access. All students in K-2 will have access to an iPad
and students in grades 3-8 will have access to their own chromebook.
Furthermore, 7th and 8th Grade students will pilot a chrome device
travelling program to allow them to use this device in all instructional
areas.

“The implementation of
a Strategic Plan will be a
vital tool in the
progression of Hillside
School….This plan
aligns with our vision

November 15 will mark the eighth annual “School Board Members
Day” in Illinois. This is the district’s and community’s opportunity to
thank local board of education members for their commitment in
providing a local governance voice for your public schools.
When it comes to public service, school board members are some of the
most selfless volunteers around. They are your coworkers, neighbors,
parents, and everything in between. They are also the front-line advocates fighting for quality education opportunities for every child. They
serve without the expectation of a paycheck in a position where they
act as guardians of the community’s most precious resources—our
children and our tax dollars. When you see a board member, please
take a moment and thank them for their service.
We will be publishing our next quarterly reports in January 2017,
March 2017, and June 2017. These reports will provide an update on
the progress of the goals.
The entire Strategic Plan and reporting measures are available at
http://hillside93.sharpschool.com/district/strategic_planning
Regards,
Dr. Kevin L. Suchinski
Superintendent

and strengthens our
commitment to Hillside
School. - Jennifer Owens,
Board of Education President
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21st Century Skills
This is the second year Hillside
School will be implementing the
principals of MAWI Learning that
focuses both on the Growth
Mindset and Social and Emotional
Learning Standards. “Coach Pat”
Donoghue presented to the 5-8th
Grade students

MAWI Learning—5th—8th Grade Presentation

Strategic Planning Focus Areas
Facilities


Upgraded technology infrastructure (Internet Access) throughout the entire facility through
the use of federal (e-rate) and local funding sources.
 Enacted a WebHelp Desk to monitor and track building work orders and projects.
 Hired the architecture firm Arcon Associates to develop a Master Facility and
5-Year Maintenance Plan that will be completed by November 1, 2016.

Community Engagement


Established a partnership with Northwestern University to offer the following
student enrichment opportunities: Civic Action Weekend and Northwestern
University’s Midwest Academic Talent Search.
 Created a partnership with Triton College to offer adult education classes (Fall ESL Classes).
 Engaged Hillside stakeholders by inviting parents and students to participate in a principal
search survey identifying the preferred characteristics and traits for the new principal for
2017-2018 school year.

Instruction and Programming


Implemented the NGSS (Science Standards) for the 2016-2017 school year that promote
student self-inquiry, critical thinking and engagement. In addition, Hillside school purchased
new materials for the 7th and 8th grade aligned to NGSS.
 Piloting an Academic Success class for 6th, 7th and 8th Grade students to address student
academic and social and emotional needs.
 Students in grades 5-8 are being offered a STEM class through Illinois Math and Science
Academy STEM Fusion Program.

Community
The PTO hosted a BackTo-School Picnic to
welcome the students
and parents back to
school. Parents and
students enjoyed games,
food, and visit by the
Hillside Police and Fire
Department. The picnic
was a great time for all!

PTO Back-To-School Picnic August 25, 2016

Human Resources


Participating in a multi-district curriculum development consortium on the development of K-8
units of study for the NGSS (Science Standards). This curriculum development consortium is in
partnership with Northwestern University and West 40 Regional Office of Education.
 Hillside staff are engaged in year long professional development endeavor on the implementation
of mathematical practices and the Math Standards aligned with the adoption of new K-8 math
resources.

Finance


A balanced budget, for Fiscal Year 2016-2017, was presented to the Board of Education, and approved, at their regularly scheduled meeting on Wednesday, September 14, 2016. The district will
continue in its effort to be good stewards of the taxpayer dollars by striving to keep revenues and
expenditures in alignment.
 The implementation of the Taxing Body Coalition is planned, and underway, for Fiscal Year 20162017. The purpose of the coalition is to bring together township taxing body entities to share
information and collaborate, as well as develop partnerships to offset the costs associated with
efforts to fight commercial and business property tax appeals. This year, Hillside School District
working along is expected to recoup over $100,000 of tax revenue through its efforts.

Strategic Plan Focus Areas and Goals 2016-2021
Finance:
Goal One: Maintain healthy fund balances, remain fiscally prudent and minimize the impact on taxpayers.

Goal Two: Be proactive and promote legislation that is in the best interest of the school
district.

Human Resources:
Goal One: Enrich a safe, respectful and empowering environment.

Goal Two: Recruit, hire and retain a highly qualified and diverse staff.

Facilities:
Goal One: Establish a 3-5 year building and grounds plan.
Goal Two: Evaluate and update visitor safety procedures.

Community Engagement:
Goal One: Promote family/community involvement to enhance teaching and learning.
Goal Two: Enhance communications with family/community that is transparent and informative.

Instruction and Programming
Goal One: Align instructional practice/programming with 21st century learning standards
and provide professional development supports that complement the initiative.

Goal Two: Utilize instruction and programming to promote a healthy school culture.

Contact Us
Hillside School District 93
4804 W. Harrison Street
Hillside, Il 60162-1694
(708) 449-6490
Visit us on the web at www.hillside93.org

