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PHCS

ALUMNI
calendar
Please go to the Portland Christian Schools web site at www.
pcschools.org. Click on General
Information and go to Calendar.
Here you will find listed ALL
the PCS events including all
Fall and Winter sports.
YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS
THESE TWO EVENTS
designed to welcome you
“home” to your Alma Mata.
PCH’s 49th ANNUAL HOMECOMING
October 14, 2011
PCH vs. Neah-Kah-Nie
Alumni to judge floats at 5:30pm.
Gates open at 6:00pm. Cafeteria is open from 7:00pm until
after the game for fellowship
and lots of “eats”. Admission
is free to all PCS Alumni and
their families.
7th ANNUAL ALUMNI
APPRECIATION WEEK
January 10-14, 2012
January 10-12: Alumni are
invited to visit classes from
8:45 through 3:00pm. Should
you wish to share in a class,
please contact Jeanne Lampi
at jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
January 12: Basketball Games
at Multnomah University
Gym. Girls JV game begins at
3:00pm. PCH vs. Neah-Kah-Nie.
January 13: Alumni Chapel
and Luncheon
January 14: Alumni Basketball Tournament
• Gyms open at 8:00am.
• Games begin at 9:00am.
• Plan now to play and get your
teams together.
• Luncheon for all ALUMNI
and their families: players,
spectators, etc.
• Plan also tn attend the PCH
Annual ART SHOW at 6:00pm
in the Cafeteria.
Admission is free to all
events during Alumni Appreciation Week.
Note: During this restructuring
period, NO ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD MEETINGS are listed.
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION IS RESTRUCTURING

T

he Lord has brought the Alumni
Association of Portland Christian Schools a long way since its
inception in 2003. We have been
greatly blessed with many workers
on the Alumni Board and Advisory
Committee who have contributed
greatly to the work of Alumni functions and the school. We have a
strong Statement of Purpose which
has been carefully reviewed and
confirmed year after year.

13. Maintain an up-to-date Alumni
and Friends data base list.
14. Be available to attend weddings, funerals and other events
as appropriate.
15. Maintain an Alumni Office in
which to house yearbooks, senior
videos, historical data, Alumni data
and miscellaneous paraphernalia as
well as a file of data on each graduating class since 1951.

As the Association has grown in
size, now with a membership of over
3000 individuals, and as we have
taken on more and more functions
relating both to the Alumni and to
the school itself, the Alumni Board
moved in May to dissolve the current governing structure and to
function on a committee basis under
the direction of the Alumni Director
and committee chairs for all Alumni
Functions. Following are functions
currently under the direction of the
Alumni Association:

As one can see from the forgoing
list, the Association has expanded
greatly from its initial days and it
is now impossible for a small board
to accomplish all the above responsibilities. Many of you have come
forward to let us know you want to
help on special projects of interest to
but not to take on the whole “shebang”.

1. Homecoming
2. Alumni Appreciation Week
to include the Alumni chapel, the
Alumni luncheon, the Royal basketball game (s) during the week and
the big Alumni Tournament and
luncheon on Saturday. Included in
the Saturday activities will be the
Annual PCS Art Show.
3. Senior Mothers Tea
4. Annual International Senior
Graduation Brunch
5. Presentation at Senior Night
6. Golden Grads Reception and
Participation at Graduation
7. 50th Banquet at the School
8. Facilitating class reunions
9. Assisting the Superintendent
as requested in all functions that
involve Alumni
10. REALS Magazine to include
news from Alumni and news from
both campuses
11. Oversee Special Memorial
Funds as set up by the Alumni Association, as an example: The Bob
Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
Fund.
12. As appropriate, organize Special
Functions involving retiring staff or
Teacher Appreciation, etc.

Where are we heading from here??
At the present time, we are looking
for people to come forward who have
a special interest in any of the above
functions of the Association. We are
also in discussion regarding formation of a governing Committee/
Board of four or five members who
are willing to meet to give advice
and counsel to the Director who will
then work directly with each Committee chair.
We are asking our faithful Alumni
to step up to the plate. If any of
these activities are of interest to you,
please contact me at jeanne.lampi@
pcschools.org or call directly on my
cell phone at 503-880-4603. And
thanks for your help and thoughts
about this restructuring as well as
helping us make the Portland Christian Alumni /Friends Association
a model organization for Christian
Schools everywhere.
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FROM the ALUMNI DIRECTOR

hank you for reading the previous article on restructuring
of the PORTLAND CHRISTIAN
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. For
some this new approach might
raise questions, for others this
change is moving us ahead in a
good direction.

Portland Christian Schools has
been in the throes of change for
the past few years. We have had
multiple changes in administration at all levels, a number of teaching staff have been replaced, we have been
through a rigorous accreditation program and we are
looking carefully into all the nooks and crannies of the
school to see that we are in concert with the will of the
Lord in all we do.
Change does not come easily; it often comes at a price
to individuals and to the school BUT we can praise the
Lord the Mission of the school has not changed. We
have been called by the Lord and those who founded
this school to continue, “To educate students in the
Truth of God’s Word in every area of instruction and

activity, so that their lives may be transformed by the
renewing of their minds.”
Change is all around us. We have moved into a technological age that is changing society at an alarming
rate and there is no way any one of us can slow it down.
The days in which we are living are difficult at best for
parents to raise their children without the help of the
church and Christian school. Therefore every measure
possible must be made to ensure our children are able
to make the connection between Biblical truth and all
they are learning and doing in school and in church.
We must have parents, teachers, administrators, pastors, coaches, youth leaders, etc., each holding a strong
Biblical World View who are committed to teaching
and influencing our children. I believe the Board and
Administration of Portland Christian Schools are fully
aware that this is the most crucial calling of their
ministry here. Please pray daily for them, and as the
Lord enables you, please send your children to Portland
Christian to be educated in the Truth of God’s Word.
–Jeanne Lampi
Alumni Director

2011-2012 Portland Christian Schools Board of Trustees

Jeff Arnston

Terri Flikkema (83)

Shellee Wisenbaker

Tim Brunner

Steve Nagai

Elo Wobig

Kari Egger

Chris Wagner

Carol Workman
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Board Announces the Appointment of Annette
Ayers ‘82 Johnson to the Position of Superintendent

I

n November the Board of Trustees announced the retirement
of Mr. Bill Gibbons as Superintendent of Portland Christian
Schools. At that time we announced the appointment of Mrs.
Annette Johnson as the Interim
Superintendent.
The Board of Trustees has
worked closely with Mrs. Johnson
and is pleased with the energy

and zeal with which she has approached the tasks at
hand. Mrs. Johnson has demonstrated a complete understanding of our school’s mission and policies, as well
as possessing the skills and abilities necessary to fill
this role.
We rejoice in God’s gracious provision of Mrs. Johnson
and invite you to pray with us for God’s continued leading and blessing upon Portland Christian Schools.
–Terri Bunnell Flikkema, 1983
Chairman, Board of Trustees

FROM THE DESK of the SUPERINTENDENT

G

reetings and blessings! What
a season of celebration we
have experienced here in the
Portland Christian community!
Graduations and promotions
have filled our calendars this
spring. Our 2011 graduates are
full of promise, leadership qualities, and passionate individualism. Out of 56 graduates, 54 are
college bound. We are so proud of
them and their significant accomplishments!
In this season we have also celebrated the promotions
of 35 kindergartners, 42 sixth graders, and 30 eighth
graders. We honor each of these students as they have
completed one phase of their education and move up to
the next. It is a joy to share with them and their families their academic successes, their love for the Lord,
and their care for one another.
After each of these events, I thought about the students --where they had been in their lives and where
life would take them. God has an incredible plan for
each of them. Under His care He will take them places
they never dreamed they would go and achieve successes they have never imagined. And then I think of
the students who have graduated from PCS in the past.
It never ceases to amaze me, as I talk with alumni, to
learn what God has accomplished in the adult lives of
those who attended and graduated from PCS.
And as I reflect, the thought that keeps coming back to
me is “community.” The 2010 -11 year was a very successful year – in large part because, as a community,
our faculty, staff and families worked together to guarantee excellence in learning both inside and outside the
classroom.
And isn’t that just the way life is? So much more can
be accomplished when we pull together to accomplish a
task. Many of you have attended events, prayed faithfully and donated your time and money to Portland
Christian Schools. Many of you have stopped by to visit
the school and even to see me. I am grateful. Your participation makes such a difference…thank you!! Those
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of us who attended PCS are bound together by teachers we cared for, lessons learned, and the way our lives
continue to be transformed. The PCS community has
influenced each one of us.
One name that enters the conversation with almost
every alumnus I speak with is Jeanne Lampi. Jeanne
has invested in the lives of students and staff at PCS on
some level for over 45 years. Now we, as alumni and the
school community have the opportunity to give back to
Jeanne who has given so much of herself to Portland
Christian Schools. Recently Jeanne let me know that
her daughter, Kirsten ‘80, has been diagnosed with a
treatable form of lymphoma. As Jeanne and I talked we
were reminded of the power of prayer; our avenue to the
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.
As Kirsten begins her journey of treatment ahead, I
am asking PC alumni and the PCS community to join
me in intentional prayer for her and her newly adopted
little ones who attend Portland Christian Preschool, for
strength for her family, and for God to be glorified in all
things.
Our God is a God of wonder, and the God we serve is
sovereign over all our affairs, both individually and as
a school. His ways are not our ways, and because He is
perfect in all His ways, we want His perfect will to be
done. In I Peter 5:6-7 we are reminded that we are to
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God so at
the proper time He will exalt us, casting all our anxiety
upon Him because He cares for each one of us. What a
powerful reminder!
Many of you have walked roads similar to what the
Lampi family is now beginning. Your experience, at
great cost to yourselves and your families, is precious to
our community. We love you, Portland Christian family.
Again, thank you for joining me in praying for Kirsten
and all in our midst who are going through difficult
times of challenge, whatever they might be; health,
financial, employment, loss of loved ones, family issues,
etc.
–Annette Ayers Johnson, 1982
Superintendent, Portland Christian Schools

From secondary principal
to director of athletics and facilities

D

ear Alumni,
As I stop to reflect on the
completion of 2010-11 and what
I can pass on to you about your
alma mater is that it was a very
memorable year. The Class of
2011, the newest PCS Alumni,
will forever be in my heart. I congratulate them on a strong finish
and pray they will pursue God’s
leading in all they do and trust
Him to meet their needs as they
embark on a new chapter of their lives.
I’m very proud of our Student Council (STU-CO) leadership, and how they have owned the role of servant leaders on and off campus. Faculty leaders, Mr. Taylor and
Ms. Tarry, work countless hours working with Stu-Co
in developing a Christ centered approach to events and
activities. The entire Stu-Co team truly desires to draw
our campus together in and through the love of Christ.
They have been an inspiration as they sacrificially give
of their time, talent, and resources to make the school,
Portland, and the world a better place. PCHS is a better
school because of their efforts.
Looking ahead to next year we will have a new class
schedule. After much research and discussions it has
been determined to place the school on a7-period class
schedule. Each class will meet four times a week, with
one of those four days meeting for an extended 80 minute period. For many of our alumni they will recall the
8-period daily schedule and for others they will recall
the A/B Block schedule. Each has served the school well
for a time and now we look forward to something new.

The change will increase students contact with their
teachers and expand the hours each subject is taught.
I too will experience a new change for next year as
I’m stepping back in to the Athletic Director position
that I left three years ago to serve as principal. I’m
excited to walk in those familiar shoes again as well as
grow my responsibilities to include the oversight and
care of the facilities and grounds of both campuses. It
has been a privilege to serve as the secondary principal,
and I will miss many aspects of serving in that capacity,
however I’m really excited for my new duties and look
forward to serving the parents and students of PCS for
many years to come.
Over the summer there are two major projects underway at the secondary campus. The first is a much need
face lift of the multipurpose cafeteria/cafetorium. This
space is our large meeting space for registration day
(a.k.a. Purple and Gold Day–August 27, 9-2, all invited)
chapels, assemblies, two major drama productions,
daily lunches, special banquets, the annual art show,
and athletic awards nights. It is receiving a new color
scheme on the walls and ceiling to help warm it up a
bit. The second project is being lead by the PC Boosters; it involves refurbishing our football/soccer field
scoreboard, adding new technology LED lighting and
decorative arch topper, as well as moving it to a new location. If these projects excite you like they do me, and
you want to participate, just give me a call and let’s see
what we can do together.
In His Peace,
–Dana Larson
Director of Athletics and Facilities

Grateful to the Lord for Your Gifts to the Alumni Association

The J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship and the REALS are totally dependent upon the gifts of the
Lord’s people. The Lord is providing abundantly for the scholarship fund and not one issue of the REALS has
gone unfunded. We can only say, “Give thanks with a grateful heart.” We appreciate your gracious gifts. All
funds donated to the PCS Alumni Association are placed in a designated Fund and will be used for nothing
except the stated purpose of the production of this magazine or funding the J. Robert Barber Scholarship. Your
gifts are gratefully received and are receipted as soon as received. Thank you for your gifts and thank you in
advance for the gifts we shall see in the future.

With grateful hearts, we acknowledge gifts for
the J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
• Gary Brownlee ‘61
• Richard Barber ‘62
• Arthur H. Beckelhymer
• Gail Bless
• Duane Feaster
• Brad Fenison ‘81

• Richard W. Graves ‘63
• Don and Eleanor Halsey
• Don Lee ‘68
• Darrell Lockwood ‘60
• Sherron Millen ‘61
• Howard Nelson

• Jeanene Johbson O’Brien
• Jim Pearson
• Clayton Shelburne
• R.G. Wasson
• Archie Barter ‘61

With grateful hearts, we acknowledge gifts for the REALS MAGAZINE
• Anonymous donors
• Eric Davis
• Shellie DeHaven (Aaron ‘11)
• Sharon Hotchkiss ‘60
• Carolyn Ladd ‘76

• Doxandra McCaw-Cook ‘67
• James D. Newcomer ‘66
• Everett Payton ‘57
• Rhoda Hager Reid ‘60
• Anonymous donor

• Eldon Richmond
• Paul Rogers ‘69
• Charles Russum ‘56
• Heidi Sanders ‘87
• Jeanne P. Lampi
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FROM THE DESK of RHONDA ROGERS

A

s we wrap up another school
year here at Portland Christian Elementary Campus: PK-6,
I stand in awe at all the wonderful things that have happened,
what we have accomplished and
how Christ has been glorified.
Whether it has been our missions
work with Operation Christmas
Child, Northwest Children’s Outreach, or our local visits to the
retirement centers to sing and
bring gifts, the elementary campus has put an emphasis on not only thinking globally about helping those in
need, but how to act locally here in southeast Portland.
We continue to provide students opportunities to get
involved with their classmates and be a presence in the
community by participating in youth sports, band, folkdance club, talent shows and musicals. Students are
clear that our number one goal in all we do is to glorify
God and it is not unusual to hear this shouted out by
students at games and events. What a wonderful way

to witness to those in the community as they catch a
glimpse at the excellence of Portland Christian!
Looking forward to next year, we are excited to be adding Spanish to our already extensive specialty offerings
to all students preschool through sixth grade. This will
be a wonderful addition to our curriculum as research
has shown that a second language improves overall
learning ability and has a positive effect on intellectual growth. As was mentioned in previous articles,
our Early Childhood Program has grown tremendously
which has been reflected in our increase in Kindergarten enrollment for fall of 2011. All of our faculty and
staff are returning and are excited to serve another year
here at PCES! If you have not come to visit the elementary school in awhile, we would love to give you a tour.
Stop by anytime! I am thankful for the opportunity to
lead this school and covet your prayers and continued
to support as we move into this next school year.
–Rhonda Rogers
Elementary Principal

RECAP in Pictures of the Programs and Children
in Portland Christian Elementary, PK-6.
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PORTLAND CHRISTIAN OFFERS ONE OF THE FINEST
PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS IN THE NATION

ortland Christian ECE offers a fully accredited
program under the direction of the Elementary
School Principal, Rhonda Rogers, assisted by long-time
preschool; teacher, Michelle Antal. The school’s formal
academic program for children ages 30 months through
age 5, focuses on teaching age-appropriate core curriculum designed to meet the mental, physical, social and
emotional needs of the students.
In addition to the formal morning instruction, students
may remain at school in a fully supervised and carefully planned care program. This past year over 125
children were enrolled at this level. What a wonderful

O

introduction to Christian Education and the quality
programs available to all children through 12th grade
at Portland Christian Schools.
The Alumni Association encourages all parents and
especially Alumni parents to consider enrolling their
children in PCS. In this day of uncertainty and schools
that do not hold to Biblical values, we cannot urge you
strongly enough to make the sacrifice to place your
child where critical thinking skills are taught so that
students of all ages will have the age-appropriate tools
to evaluate their current culture and climate in light of
God’s Word.

THANK YOU MR. BUCK

n Sunday, May 15th, the
single wettest day in the
history of the Portland area (0.78
in of rain), an informal “Open
Air” gathering was held to allow
the many grateful friends of Bill
and Ann Buck to thank them for
their nearly 30 years of service
to the Lord at Portland Christian
Schools. (See the article on Mr.
Buck in the winter/spring edition
of the REALS). Several hundred
people gathered at the Blue Lake Park Chinook Shelter

for this potluck event. People enjoyed time eating, fellowshipping with one another as well as visiting with
Bill and Ann. While waiting their turn to visit, many
gathered around the warm charcoal grill fires tended
by many of the men present. (Yes, in addition to being
wet, it was also a bit on the cool side.) Because the event
spanned several hours from 2:00pm until 6:00pm, everyone had an opportunity to express their gratefulness
and to share a story or two with Mr. Buck.
From Mr. Buck: “Thank you to all who helped bring
closure to my 29 wonderful years at Portland Christian
Schools. God is good, all the time.”
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FOCUS ON THE

Class of 2011

Class of 2011 Graduation
ing to His riches in glory and that
He would do abundantly beyond
anything any one of them could ask
or think in their lives according to
the power at work within them.

he Administration, Board of
Trustees, Faculty and Staff
along with the Golden Graduates
from the Class of 1961, led by the
National Honor Society, marched
into the auditorium and took their
assigned places. As proud parents,
siblings, relatives, friends, proudly
watched, the Class of 2011 walked
in from the front of the auditorium
and took their places in the pews
assigned to them.

Terri Bunnell Flikkema ‘83 welcomed the Golden Graduates.
They were asked to stand and be
recognized by the audience as she
spoke about the amazing heritage
of Portland Christian Schools and
that they are a strong part of that
heritage. Terri went on to honor Bob
Barber who was an integral part
of the school from the early 1950’s
until 1995 and the amazing role he
played in the formation of our music
program. She spoke of the Bob Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship
and with pride that the very first recipient of this award is Miss Sydney
Farley ‘11.

Principal Dana Larson welcomed
the graduates and all in attendance
and opened the ceremonies thanking the Lord for this day and the
blessings it held in store for each
one present. Board member, Chris
Wagner read from Ephesians 3:1421, beseeching the Lord to grant the
seniors strength and power accord-

Following the medley of hymns
performed by the senior brass
ensemble, the International Class
Speaker, Tran Nguyen delivered a
message of God’s working in her life
after coming to Portland Christian.
Elizabeth Hartley spoke on behalf
of her class and how her teachers
had prepared her for moving on into

T
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the next phase of her life. Both girls
received standing ovations for their
presentations.

Following the commencement address by Mrs. Lori Blair who encouraged the seniors to not forget the
excellent foundation they had received at Portland Christian and the
presentation of diplomas, anyone in
the audience desiring to do so was
invited to join the choir in singing
the “I AM ”, in honor of Bob Barber.
Bob started this annual tradition in
the 1980s.

A beautiful day and a wonderful
ceremony honoring the Class of
2011 came to an end. Parents and
students lingered around the senior
memory boards in the reception
area and the Class of 1961 gathered
together and headed to Damascus
for a wonderful evening as they began the first of their fiftieth celebration activities.
The newest PCH Alumni also lingered a bit before heading off to
family and classmate gatherings to
continue their celebration of this
memorable day in their lives.

�

�

PCH ANNUAL AWARDS ASSEMBLY
O
n May 19th, students
filed nervously into
the cafeteria to learn who
would receive the many
awards given out each
year by individual teachers and the school. Below
are listed the names of
all the seniors who were
awarded certificates,
plaques, trophies for their
many singular and group
accomplishments.

Honor Cords
(3.5 and above)

Mack Cash
Mischa Cho
Jade Egger
Sydney Farley
Chloe Gillock
Jerry Gong
Stephanie Hall
Elizabeth Hartley
Will Ho
Caren Kim
Anh Le
Melody Lin
Minghao Lu
Charlie Newton
Hannah Nguyen
Tran Nguyen
Francesca Perry
Keegan Rogers
Esther Sim
Sam Swerhone
Cecile Wang
Natalie Workman

Senior Scholarship
(3.9) and Presidential
Award for Educational
Excellence
Sydney Farley
Stephanie Hall
Elizabeth Hartley
Will Ho
Caren Kim
Charlie Newton
Hannah Nguyen

Tran Nguyen
Sam Swerhone
Cecile Wang
Natalie Workman

Scholars Diploma
David Akiyama
Sydney Farley
Elizabeth Hartley
Will Ho
Caren Kim
Charlie Newton
Tran Nguyen
Francesca Perry
Keegan Rogers
Emmanuel Salar
Cecile Wang
Natalie Workman

Oregonian
Academic Achiever
Elizabeth Hartley
Will Ho
Caren Kim
Tran Nguyen
Cecile Wang
Natalie Workman

OSAA
Award of Excellence
Chloe Gillock
Connor Oien

J. Barber
Memorial Choir
Scholarship Award
Sydney Farley

Leadership

David Akiyama
Sydney Farley

Citizenship

Daniel Davis
Elizabeth Hartley

Attendance

Stephanie Hall

Senior Athlete
Kelsey Hutchin
Keegan Rogers

Subject Matter
Awards
Anatomy

Elizabeth Hartley

Art

Chance Rossi
Mayuko Shono

Band

Physics

Tran Nguyen

Spanish

Keegan Rogers

Theater

David Akiyama
Daniel Davis
Sydney Farley

John Church
Minghao Lu
Lihn Nguyen

Clarissa Pflaum

Bible/Christian
Character

Honoring 12 years
of Christian
Schooling

Daniel Davis
Elizabeth Hartley
Chloe Gillock
Emmanuel Salar

AP Biology

Tran Nguyen

AP Calculus
Mack Cash
Cecile Wang

Debate

Aaron DeHaven
Elizabeth Hartley

AP English

Sydney Farley
Elizabeth Hartley

Mainstream English,
ISP
Tran Nguyen

Home Management–
Cooking
Sam Swerhone
Tyler Webb

Home Management–
Quilting
Marcus Fisher

Photography

Nathaniel Young

Yearbook

Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is
old he will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6

Christian School
Mack Cash
Sammy Dawson
Jordan Forney
Chloe Gillock
Elizabeth Hartley
Francesca Perry
Emmanuel Salar
Nathaniel Young

Portland Christian
School
David Akiyama
Daniel Davis
Aaron DeHaven
Sydney Farley
Marcus Fisher
Dylan Gardner
Stephanie Hall
Kelsey Hutchin
Zach Nicholson
Clarissa Pflaum
Keegan Rogers
Chance Rossi
Isaiah Rowlett
Kristen Sonju
Brittany Stenhouse
Sam Swerhone
Natalie Workman
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Senior Bios

David Akiyama–PC: 13 years *^
Choir–3 yrs., Drama & Student Council–4
yrs., Ensemble–1 year. Future Plans: I will be
attending Seattle Pacific University–majoring
in Psychology. Most meaningful–the strong
relationships and the love my family has
shown me. 1 John 3:18-19

Jaime Bicking–PC: 2 ½ years
Concert Choir–2 ½ years, Softball–1 year.
Future Plans: I will be attending Western Oregon University. Most meaningful–watching
football games, Homecoming week and Choir
Trips!! Psalm 46:5

Mack Cash–PC: 1 Year *~
Youth Group and Boy Scouts. Future Plans:
I plan to attend Oklahoma Christian University. Most meaningful–the hardworking and
empathetic teachers. Galatians 5:13-15
Jeff Chen–PC: 1 year
Basketball, Softball, Soccer. Future Plans:
I will be attending a new college. Most
meaningful–the many American friends I
have made. Luke 6:5

Mischa Cho–PC: 1 ½ years *#
Band & Choir, Speech and Track (in MN),
Band, NHS, Musical “Aida”, piano–choir–PC.
Future Plans: I plan to attend Portland CC
to prepare for my major. Most meaningful finding amazing friends–Connor, Sofia, Tyler,
Tyler, Ming, they are the most meaningful
people for me.

Jade Egger–PC: 5 years *~
Softball–3 years, Missions trips to Mexico
& Rwanda, Africa. Future Plans: I will be
attending Seattle Pacific University. Most
meaningful–Pendleton. Psalm 23

Sydney Farley–PC: 13 years *^+
Student Council–4 yrs., Drama & Thespians–3 yrs., Choir & Ensemble–4 yrs., NHS–3
yrs. Track–1 year, Green Committee–3 yrs.,
Mock Trial–1 year, Fine Things Club–forever.
Future Plans: Musical Theatre Major at Tisch
School of the Arts at New York University.
Most meaningful–full frontal hugs with the
people I love and locking the bathroom door.
2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Stephen Feuerborn–PC: 3 years
Baseball–4 years, Ping Pong Club–1 year.
Most meaningful–getting to know old
friends again. Revelation 20: 7–15.
Marcus Fisher–PC: 12 years
V-Soccer–4 years, V-Basketball–4 years.
Future Plans: I will be attending Concordia
University to study Sports and Medicine.
Most meaningful–snow cone days, hanging
out with friends and all the sporting events.
Romans 3:23

Jordan Forney–PC: 13 years
Soccer–1 year, Basketball–4 years. Future
Plans: I will be attending Concordia University to study Exercise Science and Sports
Medicine. Most meaningful–all the friends I
have made, especially my amazing girl-friend.
1 Timothy 2:11

�
John Church–PC: 6 years
Metro Youth Symphony, All-State & AllNorthwest Orchestra, Oregon State solo’s,
Portland Youth Philharmonic (principal
trombone) Vancouver Symphony Orchestra,
V-Baseball–4 yrs., Future Plans: I will be
attending the University of Oregon. It will be a
Bachelor of Music: Performance Major. Most
meaningful–how supportive the teachers
have been of my music and how they have
helped me. Psalm 23
Daniel Davis–PC: 13 years *
Drama–4 yrs., Choir–2 1/2 yrs., Student
Council–2 yrs., Ensemble–1 year. Future
Plans: I plan to do volunteer work in India
and other countries. Most meaningful–my
theatre friends. Proverbs 17:17

Samantha Dawson–PC: 9 years
Soccer–9th, Softball–3 years. Future Plans: I
plan to attend Oregon State. Most meaningful–all the friendships I have made. Philippians 4:13
Aaron DeHaven–PC: 13 years
Debate. Future Plans: I plan to attend Mt.
Hood Community College for two years and
then transfer to Lewis & Clark Law School.
Most meaningful–the friends I have made
will last a lifetime.
Chuong Doan–PC: 2 years
International Food Night. Future Plans: I
will be going to Seattle for college. Most
meaningful–learning American culture.
Romans 9:15

Dylan Gardner–PC: 13 years
I’ve done a lot of things, but I’m more concerned about what I’m going to do next–I did
like sports, though. Future Plans: I plan to
become super famous. Most meaningful–“If
you do something right, people won’t be sure
you’ve done anything at all.” Ecclesiastes
3:1-17

Chloe Gillock–PC: 7 years *~
Track–4 yrs., Volleyball–2 yrs., Cross Country
& Choir–3 yrs., Green Club–2 yrs., Student
Council–1 year, Finer Things Club–forever.
Future Plans: I will be attending the University of Oregon. Most meaningful–winning the
badminton competition with Sydney Farley
and track bus rides. Deuteronomy 6:5
Jerry Gong–PC: 2 years ~
Band trip to Los Angeles, serving the elderly
in China. Future Plans: I plan to attend the
University of Denver to study Business. Most
meaningful–I have made so many friends
here. Romans 12:9

Stephanie Hall–PC: 13 years *+
Track, Cross Country, Marshal Arts, National
Honor Society. Future Plans: I will be attending the University of Washington. Most
meaningful–running Track & Cross Country.
Deuteronomy 31:6
Elizabeth Hartley–PC: 5 years *^+
Track, Cross Country, Mock Trial, Student
Council, NHS Council. Future Plans: I will be
attending the University of Portland where I

will be studying Pre-Med. Most meaningful–
probably the relationships formed with students and teachers. Ecclesiastes 9:11

Will Ho–PC: 2 years *^+
Art Shows–11 & 12, International Food Night,
Living God Church–collecting clothes for the
poor, PSU–Carnival, Earth Day campaign.
Future Plans: I will be attending OSU parttime and working part-time. Most meaningful–field trips and AP Biology Retreat.
Philippians 3:14

Kelsey Hutchin–PC: 13 years
Choir–4 yrs., Ensemble–3 yrs., V-Soccer and
V-Basketball–4 yrs., V-Softball–3 yrs., Future
Plans: I will be attending Clackamas CC for
two years and then transfer to a four year
university. Most meaningful–my time and
relationships with some of the teachers and
coaches that have helped me grow spiritually
and athletically. 1 Corinthians 13
Sofia Kanjovski–PC: 1 ½ Years
International Food Night. Future Plans: I
plan to continue my studies in Finland. Most
meaningful–my friends–Mischa Cho, Tyler
Webb, Tyler White, Minghao Lu and Connor
Schaefer.
Caren Kim–PC–3 years *^+
Student Council (ISP President), Choir–3
yrs., Ensemble–1 year, Yearbook, Habitat for
Humanity, Musical cast, AAYLC Conference,
playing piano for mission, International Food
Night. Future Plans: I will be attending the
State University of New York at Binghamton–
majoring in Business Management. Most
meaningful–getting to know many American
friends and teachers and I got to discover my
leadership ability. 1 Peter 2:1
Anh Le–PC: 1 year *~
JV Basketball team, “Aida” musical cast,
“Almost Maine”–crew, International Food
Night, Trinity Fellowship Church–work with
kids, FAB talent show. Future Plans: I will be
attending the University of Michigan in Flint,
to major in Business. Most meaningful–to
attend PC for my Senior year, for the many
activities I was able to be involved in–I am
thankful for my parents who gave me the opportunity to attend PC. John 15:13

Melody Lin–PC: 2 years ~
Cheerleading, Choir, International Food Night.
Future Plans: I’m going to attend Duquesne
University in PA. Most meaningful–to meet
many good friends and teachers and to be
able to improve my English. Genesis 1:1
Minghao Lu–PC: 3 years *~
International Food Night. Future Plans: I
will be attending George Fox University and
reading lots of good books. Most meaningful–getting to know many American friends–
some of them will become my life-time
friends. Luke 10:27
Charlie Newton–PC: 2 ½ years *^+
Football, Baseball, Community Service at
the Food Bank and Farmers Market, National
Honor Society. Future Plans: I will be attending the University of Oregon. Most meaning-

* National Honor Society ^ Scholars Diploma + Highest Honors # High Honors ~ Honors
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ful–the opportunity to gain good friends and
have fun competing in sports. Psalm 63:1
Hannah Nguyen–PC: 1 ½ years +
International Food Night, Power Tuff, volunteer at Dental office. Future Plans: I will be
attending Portland State University. Most
meaningful–I have made many good friends,
especially Tran, and nice teachers Mrs. T. and
Mr. Wilson. 1 Corinthians 12:25-26.
Linh Nguyen–PC: 1 year
Drummer in band, Key Club, Community
Service, AAYLC Conference. Future Plans: I
plan to attend college to study Engineering.
Most meaningful–Band and social times
with my friends I have made. Matt. 5:44
Tran Nguyen–PC: 3 years *^+
Student Council, ISP Student Council, Power
Tuff, International Food Night, volunteer at
Church and at Elementary campus, Sunday
School at Church. Future Plans: I will be
attending Calvin College in Michigan to study
Pre-Med. 1 Timothy 6:12
Zach Nicholson–PC: 13 years
V-Football, & V-Baseball–4 years, Ski Club, 3
Mission Trips. Future Plans: I will be attending Mayville State University to play football.
Most meaningful–football and the experiences I have had through it with my friends,
and when Charlie cried during a game against
Neah-Kah-Nie. 1 Timothy 2:11
Connor Oien–PC: 8 years
Baseball–4 years. Future Plans: I plan to
attend Junior College for two years and then
transfer to Western Oregon or the University of Oregon. Most meaningful–our State
Championship in Baseball. Genesis 1:1
Tessa Pauls–PC: 5 years *
Choir–4 yrs., Ensemble–3 yrs., Drama–2
years. Future Plans: I will be attending
Bethel College in Indiana to study Vocal
Performance & Music Education. Most
meaningful–the relationships deepened by
my experiences in Drama and Choir. Psalm
19:14
Francesca Perry–PC: 9 years *~
Basketball, Softball, Soccer. Future Plans: I
will be attending a Community College. Most
meaningful–spending time with my friends.
Galatians 6:7-8
Clarissa Pflaum–PC: 13 years
Yearbook–3 yrs., Chapel Committee, VSoftball–2 yrs., Cheerleading, Church–VBS–2
years. Future Plans: I will be attending Mt.
Hood Community College and then transferring to Portland State. Most meaningful–
Yearbook, it gave me a place to fit in and
learn people skills. Hebrews 3:7-8

I will be attending Mt. Hood Community College. Most meaningful–my friends. Romans
16:28
Isaiah Rowlett–PC: 13 years
Track–4 yrs., Football–2 yrs. (2 SecondTeam All-League Awards), Bowling–1 year, 2
Mexico Mission Trips, Chess–2 State Championships. Future Plans: I plan to attend Mt.
Hood Community College for two years and
then transfer to a four year University to study
nursing. Most meaningful–growing up in PC
through the years and still seeing teachers I
know–like Mr. Beaumont and Mr. Roberts. 2
Timothy 1:7
Tom Rowley–PC: 5 years
Football, Baseball, Track, Basketball “Aida”
Play, Church Council, Youth Group, Special Olympics Coach, Mission Trip to New
Orleans, Warm Springs youth conference.
Future Plans: I plan to attend Mr. Hood
Community College. Most meaningful–to be
in the musical “Aida”. Psalm 23
Emmanuel Salar–PC: 4 years *^
Varsity Track, Soccer and Football, Tennis,
Band, Choir, Student Council. Future Plans:
I will be attending Portland State to study
Pre-Med. Most meaningful–the friendships
and relationships I have built with my peers,
faculty and parents, and the three Amigos.
Romans 8:26
Kaydia Scholz–PC: 4 years
Track & Field–4 years, feeding the homeless.
Future Plans: I plan to attend Concordia University to study Business Management. Most
meaningful–all the friendships I’ve made and
the fun times I’ve spent with each person.
Philippians 4:13
Lauren Seal–PC: 6 years
Volleyball–4 yrs., Softball–1 year, Track–3
yrs., Choir–4 yrs., Ensemble–1 year, Student
Council–2 yrs., Counselor at Camp Yamhill, Mission Trips, helping with My Father’s
House dinner. Future Plans: I plan to attend
Oklahoma Christian University–majoring in
missions, family studies/child development
and education. I hope to be involved in the
choir and maybe be on the track team. Most
meaningful–the availability of teachers that
God has put into my life–it has been a blessing. 1 Peter 5:7
Mayuko Shono–PC: 1 year
Volleyball, Homecoming, Jr. & Sr. Prom,
International Food Night, Snow Day, AA,
IHOJ (church) Future Plans: I will be attending PCC to learn more English and Art, then
transfer to a university to study Art. Most
meaningful–learning about God and becoming a Christian, to play volleyball with team
mates and I have made a lot of friends from
all different countries. Acts 16:31

�
Keegan Rogers–PC: 12 years *^~
V-Soccer, Baseball and Basketball, National
Honor Society, Outdoor School Counselor, ODP. Future Plans: I will be attending
Western Washington University–majoring in
Kinesiology and playing Soccer. Most meaningful–experiencing a Christian education in
a Christian environment. I enjoyed knowing
literally everyone in the school as well and the
three Amigos. 1 John 4:16
Chance Rossi–PC: 13 years
Art, helping in Student Store. Future Plans:

Esther Sim–PC: 2 years *~
International Food Night ,Office Aide, Teaching Korean in Korean church, Worship Team
in church. Future Plans: I will be attending
Biola University. Most meaningful–time with
friends and getting to know God more. Isaiah
61:3
Kristen Sonju–PC: 13 years
Mock Trial, Mission Trips. Future Plans: I
plan to attend Clark Community College.

Most meaningful–Pendleton. John 3:16
Brittany Stenhouse–PC: 13 years
Basketball, volunteering at Providence
Hospital. Future Plans: I will be attending
Clackamas Community College to take the
prerequisites for nursing. Most meaningful–
coming back each year and seeing my friends
I have always gone to school with, along with
meeting new people. Proverbs 3:5-6
Sam Swerhone–PC: 13 years *+
Football–4 yrs., Basketball–3 yrs., Track–2
years, Mission Trip to Idaho. Future Plans:
I will be attending Simon Fraser University
in Vancouver, B.C. to play football. Most
meaningful–Junior Football season. Psalm
28:1
Cecile Wang–PC: 2 years *^+
Church Service–2 yrs., Track–2 yrs.,
Speech–12, Student Council–12, ACT Mentor
Program, National Honor Society, Ski Club,
ISP Community. Future Plans: I will be attending the University of Illinois -majoring in
Engineering. Most meaningful–hanging out
with some people, so nice to know what love
is really like. Galatians 5:22-23
David Weaver–PC 1 year
Football, Baseball, Hockey. Future Plans:
I will playing baseball at Western Oregon.
Most meaningful–Zach’s halftime speeches,
baseball and when Charlie cried against
Neah-Kah-Nie. Psalm 63
Tyler Webb–PC: 11½ years
Future Plans: In the future I will be attending
college.
Tyler White–PC: 10 years
Track & Field Future Plans: In the future I will
be attending college.
Jeremy Won–PC: 4 years
Basketball, Track & Field, Worship Team,
Kenya Mission Trip. Future Plans: I will be
attending Portland State to study graphic design. Most meaningful–the friendships I have
made and the teams that I have been a part
of and the three Amigos. Jeremiah 29:11
Natalie Workman–PC: 13 years *^+
Student Council–9th–President, Senior
Class President, Missions Coordinate, Track,
Volleyball, Choir, Summer Mission trip to
an Indian Reservation, water skiing. Future
Plans: I plan to attend the University of Portland and have enrolled in the Pamplin School
of Business. Most meaningful–the genuine
friendships I made, the thought provoking
conversations I have had with Mrs. Blair, Mr.
Taylor and Mr. Roberts and the countless
hours my parents poured into making PC a
better place. 1 Corinthians 15:13-14
Nathaniel Young–PC: 13 years
Church Worship Team, Mission trips, Art
shows, Photography for Yearbook. Future
Plans: PCC and then transfer to the Art Institute to study Photography and Design. Most
meaningful–the relationships with teachers.
James 1:27
John Zhang–PC: 3 years
Food Night, Snow Day, Senior Retreat. Future Plans: I will be attending college. Most
meaningful–hanging out with friends, studying in school. Matthew 19:19
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TEA-TIME Fit FOR A QUEEN

esurrected after it “went away”
in 2004, THE SENIOR MOM’S
Tea returned to Portland Christian.
Hosted by the men and women of
the senior class and sponsored by
the PCS Alumni Association, the
TEA was held on one of the “nicer”
days of a very wet northwest spring
season. All the moms and host
moms of senior students were formally invited to attend as guests of
one of our lovely senior women.

On the day of the TEA, the students
hurried to decorate tables after
lunch and turn a very ordinary cafeteria into a delightful “tea room”.
Since most girls had never attended
a tea, there was a bit of “pre-tea”
anxiety as one girl asked, “How do I
do tea talk?” She was informed that
would be no problem since there
were at least two moms with each
senior lady, and that’s certainly
plenty to begin a conversation, with
or without the hostess. “After all,

what better topic for conversation
than our children”, one mom was
overheard to say.

The TEA began at 1:30, but by
1:00pm cars began to arrive. And
what a delight as our senior men,
dressed in their “finest”, greeted the
ladies as they entered the circle in
front of the school. Valet service was
provided by our very capable senior
drivers, and moms were individually
escorted to a welcome table, given
their Queen Mom name tag, and
escorted to their waiting hostess.
After all ladies were seated, the men
morphed into a delightful wait-staff
and skillfully served the beautifully
prepared and plated food provided
by Kam and Kam Caterers. Each
mother was carefully attended to by
the men assigned to her table. Following the theme of the recent royal
events in London, the students were
challenged to be grateful for their

�
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The event came to a close, with lots
of picture-taking, and most importantly, hugs from both sons and
daughters. One mom exclaimed,
“My son told me I am the best mom
in the world. I’ll always cherish
that comment.” Many comments of
appreciation were received by the
seniors from grateful moms. This
one note of appreciation sums up
nicely the many notes received.
“Thank you so much for coordinating today’s delightful tea. I had a
wonderful time visiting with friends
I have not seen for a while. It was a
real treat. The food was tasty, the
ambiance lovely, the weather fabulous and the sentiment precious.
I cannot believe we are closing a
chapter in the life of our senior. The
time goes by so quickly. I think he
and the other students were touched
today as well.”

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT SENIOR BRUNCH

t the ISP Graduation Brunch,
an annual tradition sponsored
by the Alumni Association and the
ISP Department, the ISP seniors
joined with their host families and
their own parents, siblings, aunts,
uncles, cousins and family friends
from all over the world to celebrate
their great accomplishment; graduation from an American high school.
To be specific; Portland Christian
High School. Portland Christian’s
program for ISP students is one of
the finest programs of its kind in the
nation.
This year’s graduating class boasted
seventeen seniors from all over the
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moms and to carefully treat and always honor them as “Queen Mums”.

world: Finland, China, Viet Nam,
Taiwan, Japan, Korea, Thailand,
etc. One of the most academically
gifted international senior classes;
all are planning to attend colleges
and universities in the US and
abroad.

The students and their guests were
greeted, served a wonderful brunch
and then each senior was asked to
say a few words to both their host
parents and their own families.
Because many had made a profession of faith in the Lord Jesus while
at Portland Christian, a number of
the students expressed their thanks
to the Lord for the opportunities

they had been afforded and the
relationships made at PCH. Following the testimonial time, Ms. Sheila
Tretter and the ISP staff showed a
wonderful slide show of “The Year in
Review”.
Finally a note to our ISP graduates: “Congratulations. You are
the largest International Student
Graduating Class ever from Portland Christian High School. Please
stay in touch with us wherever you
are. We want to hear of your accomplishments, graduations, marriages,
babies, etc. Always come back and
spend some time with us. We are
proud to call you PCH ALUMNI.”

WAS 2011 THE LAST YEAR FOR THE SENIOR THESIS?

A

nother change may be in store
for Portland Christian’s students. One student remarked, “Hey,
I heard they were doing away with
this whole senior thesis thing”.
“Wouldn’t you know it, just as I am
graduating”.
This prompted another student to
check on the “facts”. She was told,
“there will be changes, BUT changes
to improve the entire process NOT to
do away with it all together”. “Guess
we’ll have to stay tuned to see what
the administration and faculty have
in mind” said another interested
bystander.
But for the class of 2011 there were
no changes. Seniors began planning for their research topics and
presentations early in the school
year. They also were allowed to opt
for several teachers to be their mentors, mentors who were assigned by
the department heads in conjunction with the teacher’s and student’s
interests.

I

As customary each year, topics for
discussion and critical presentation
ranged all over the map. From faith
and medicine to human cloning,
students presented and defended
their points of view, for or against.
The audience was then given an
opportunity to question and ask the
presenter to defend their position.
Several topics generated a bit more
discussion than others. Climate
Change, Dependence on Foreign Resources, The Role of Women in the
Church, Gun Control, etc. generated
lively discussion. Because each student had to present based on a Biblical world view, many were forced
to stop and think through their own
positions on the topics.
A good example of this was Tom
Rowley’s presentation on Athletic
Role Models and how these athletes
can have a positive or very negative
influence on societal change especially for young people. One person
in the audience asked the question,
“The nature of man is inherently

sinful. Do you really think people
without a moral compass would follow good people?”
After all was over, each senior
passed with high accolades from
teachers and other students alike.
They did well. They proved they
could think logically, present an
articulate defense, and they could
write; all of which may becoming
lost arts in today’s culture. One
International student remarked,
“These presentations were good and
good for me. We always don’t get to
speak so freely about such things in
my country. I learned so much and
am so happy to be able to go on to
college. Thank you Portland Christian.”
“Yes, future classes of Portland
Christian High, there may be some
change coming, but it can only get
better. Class of 2011, remember
what you have been taught and
learned at PCH. You are fortunate
and indeed blessed.”

3rd ANNUAL SENIOR NIGHT, June 3, 2011

t was a beautifully warm spring
evening and Crossroads Church
in Portland was the most fitting setting for Portland Christian’s third
Annual Senior Night. The event, designed to recognize the accomplishments and awards of the Class of
2011 as well as to experience their
talents through song and instrumental pieces, was one most will
long remember. Each family prepared a Memory Board which was
on display in the church fellowship
hall before and after the program.

The boards were on display again
during graduation at New Beginnings
church the following day.
During this special time the families of all international students,
most of whom had flown to Portland to be with their children, were
introduced. Dr. Jones, counselor,
publicly honored all those who had
special recognition and awards
for accomplishments during high
school. Twenty-four sets of parents
were honored for educating their

children, grades 1-12, in Christian
schools. Seventeen of these families
had been at PCS since 1998 or earlier for pre-school or kindergarten.
Several parents shared their testimonies, prayed for the senior class
and ask for miracles of God’s grace
upon each one as they stepped out
into the world to begin the next
phase of their lives. All agreed it was
a very special family time in which
people could fellowship and share
on a personal level with other students and their families.
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MY GRADUATION SPEECH and TESTIMONY

I

have
grown up
in an ordinary family
in Ho Chi
Minh City,
Vietnam.
Both of my
parents
work for
the government and
make just enough money to take
care of my brother and me. Since I
was young, I have been impressed
at the stories about the lives of my
grandparents, my parents and my
relatives who had faced the poverty
that resulted from the Vietnam War.
The stories about how my mother
had to get up at 3 am in the morning to make enough food to sell, how
my grandmother had to work very
hard to make enough money for a
family of 8 people and how my dad
had to ride his bicycle for 60 miles
to school every week always amazed
me in a strange way. I probably had
that feeling because I did not quite
understand how difficult their lives
were. However, I have carried those
stories along with me all the way
from primary school until now when
I am graduating. I have understood
more about what they have taught
me during my own far and long
journey in America.

First, the differences between
American education and Vietnamese education are really interesting
to me. In Vietnam, we have about 13
subjects to learn every year. These
include many kinds of science, social studies, and elective classes. A
block is usually short, just about 45
minutes and there may be multiple
lessons to learn during that short
period of time. At PC, the block of
class time is much longer and there
is usually a basic lesson to go over.
There are also just 7 to 8 subjects
for students to handle. In Vietnam,
tutoring has become so popular for
students that most of us, if wanting to get good grades in school, feel
obligated to take tutoring classes.
We spend most of our time with
homework and classes. In America,
education not only involves learning
in school, but also outside of school.
Students have more time to get
involved in sports, arts, community
service and other activities without feeling too much pressure from
studying. Personally, I had a hard
time getting used to be in this new
educational environment. It took me
a long time before I actually began
to join the school activities instead
of spending most of my time with
school work. Now I realize many
benefits offered by this new type of
educational system. I learned a lot
of new things by participating in
different activities. I learned to be
social with others and to make new
friendships from helping to build
the homecoming floats, participating in two different Portland Christian drama productions, to play in
the powder puff football game, and
becoming an international student
program (ISP) representative on the
student council. It has been exciting
for me to get involved with theatre
during my senior year when I joined
the crew of the fall play, “Almost
Maine” and the cast of the spring
musical, “Aida”. Both plays connected all of us together, especially
the Americans and international
students. The Powder Puff was another interesting event for me when I
learned how to play flag football and
how important working together in a
sports team can be. Also, to become
a member of the student council was
a great joy for me because I began

to understand how all of the events
for students such as the banquet,
dance, and prom were planned out.
I also improved my leadership skills
by actually leading a few discussions with other students in the
school. Most importantly, I found
out that I like to help people. By doing a lot of community service and
actually seeing the help that people
in school as well as in church need,
I recognized that people need help
all over the world, not only those in
the poor, developing countries. The
education in America helps me to
grow not only in my English skills,
but also to learn to get involved with
the community around me, to know
more about my passions and to map
out a path for my future.
Second, I am really thankful for
all of the people I have met in this
place; they have taught me many
important lessons in life. I want to
give special thanks to all the teachers in the ISP department who have
a heartfelt passion to teach international students and a strong desire
to educate us to become better
people in all aspects of our lives. I
want to thank Mrs. Tretter, our ISP
director, Mrs. Nyone, our host family coordinator, and Mrs. Coulson,
our ISP counselor. They always help
us to solve any problems relating
to events happening in school, host
families, classes, colleges, transcripts and other needs. They have
worked hard to carry out an effective and fun ISP program for all of
us. It is impossible to imagine how
many events that the ISP students
have enjoyed throughout the years,
such as the Christmas party, snow
day and potlucks, which would not
have happened without careful consideration and plans made by our
leaders. I want to thank Mrs. Tolleson for teaching me how to write
English well and how literature can
be really attractive when the meaningful themes behind the stories are
revealed. I also thank Mr. Felton for
being our ISP student council advisor and showing me how the “God
of the Bible” is the only true God
among different worldviews. Besides
the awesome ISP teachers, it is imperative to mention all of the other
American teachers who also have
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Like many of my friends, coming to
America was a dream that seemed
to be impossible. When I had almost finished middle school, my
dad asked me if I wanted to come
here to study. Why not?–was what I
thought. At that time, I guess I did
not really imagine what it would be
like in America and how it would
change my life. I know that my parents have been working really hard
since then to give me the opportunity to be here. Now, as I am standing right here to give this speech, I
cannot believe that these 3 years of
studying at Portland Christian high
school have passed. Three years
may not seem like a long time, but
the lessons and experiences that
I have gained through this period
are highly valuable. There are many
reflections about my life in America
that I want to mention.
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great enthusiasm for teaching PC
students and helping international
students in particular. Their love to
educate and prepare us with useful
knowledge and necessary skills to
think critically has moved me deeply. Besides PC teachers who have
affected me in many positive ways,
the friends that I have met here also
have changed me. The ISP program,
which includes many activities that
connect “Friends across Borders”
(FAB), has provided me the opportunity to get to know not only other
international students, but also to
make friends with Americans who
joined our events. The annual talent show, International Food Night
and soccer game have been the
bridge between us and the American
students for many years. When I
first came here, I did not really care
about participating in school activities because I was trying to spend
a lot of time studying. However,
after one year at PC, I learned that
making friends while practicing my
speaking was a great way to learn
better and faster. During my senior
year, my involvement with theatre
was a remarkable experience. It was
the first time when I felt s strong
connection between us, as international students, and the Americans.
We helped and communicated with
each other to make the play go well.
We shared our stories and encouraged each other to finish our tasks.
There seemed to be no separation
between the ISP and the American
students here.

the discussions about the existence of God, the emergence of God
through literature and the miracles
that God had done in people in my
churches became interesting topics to me. I started to see how the
Christian life that I had been living
affected the way I acted and treated
others. I started to realize how
sometimes I wanted to pray to God,
but I feared that Buddha would be
angry at me. I started to speak up
when somebody said that God did
not exist. Everything came so naturally to me that I felt strange every
Sunday when I went to church.
Finally, sitting in church one day,
as my pastor asked if anyone in the
church wanted to have Jesus as
his or her Savior at the end of his
sermon like he always did, I raised
my hand. There was a powerful
force that pulled me out of my fear
and out of my doubt. I became a
follower of Christ since then. It was
still hard for me, after that, to learn
more about Christ and fully make
my commitment to Him. However,
now, as I recall my three years of
high school at Portland Christian,
I know that I have been blessed by
the grace of God. Without Him who
brought me to this place to learn
about Christianity, without Him who
introduced me to great Christian
people who have loved and cared
for me, without Him who gave me
many friendships that are unforgettable and without Him who gave me
hope to move on, I cannot imagine
how I would have ever been able to
become the person that I am today.
As I leave for college in the fall, this
experience that I have had at Portland Christian will be a constant
reminder for me of how my life has
changed.
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Lastly, I want to share one of the
biggest lessons that I have learned
through this journey. The business
of life sometimes makes all of us
tend to forget that life is now. We
are busy making and preparing our
plans for tomorrow while forgetting
that we should be spending more
time with families and people whom
we love. We spend time watching
our favorite shows, checking face
book and working on our jobs while
unaware of the short time that we
actually have with others. The common saying of “It’s not too late” to
send a birthday gift, a letter or a
loving message to those around us
pulls us away from the true meaning of love. We do not recognize or
regret that we have lost someone
until that person is gone. I regretted a lot after I arrived in America. I
wished that I would have spent more
time with my family; I wished that
I would have built closer relationships with friends; and I wished
that I could have gone back home
just to say “I love you” to my parents. However, it was too late when
I realized that the people whom I
wanted to see then were not here in
America. Since then, I have tried to
live with a purpose in my life so that
I will not have regrets as I move on.
This is my message to all students
and especially to those who have a
similar background to me: use your
time wisely. Do not hesitate to show
your love to others. Do not be afraid
to get to know other people. Do not
waste time on stuff that may seem
to be important, but actually, it is
not. Step out and get involved with
the opportunities given because
once the chance passes, it will be
hard to find another one.

�
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Third and the greatest success that
I have gained through these three
years is my commitment to Jesus
Christ. Reared up in a family that
practices Buddhism and growing up
in a city where Buddhism is really
popular, it was shocking to me when
I found out that I had to study the
Bible at PC, attend church with my
host family, and say prayers. This
Christian life, however, had raised
in me many questions about the
world we live in. I started to question the existence of God, the accuracy of the Darwinian evolutionary
theory and the reality of miracles.
Everything seemed to be so confusing in my mind. It took me almost
two years to find out the answer.
The debates that we had in classes,

ing me as a member of the family,
they have given me the same feeling
as my real home. By encouraging
me to work and live up to a good
future, they have given me the hope
to be diligent and determined. By
understanding the hardships that
we, as international students, face,
they have comforted me when I have
troubles. All the things that my host
families have done are memorable
and meaningful to me.

Fourth, I want to mention the
meaningful experience that I have
had with American host families.
I believe that it is really important
to recognize the commitment and
the sacrifice that PC host families
have made in order to host students.
Hosting is a hard job that requires
a lot of understanding and love for
international students. Personally, I have had wonderful host
families who are fine followers of
Christ. They have shown me what
true Christians are like. By treat-

�
Thank you for listening and reading,
–Tran Nguyen, Class of 2011
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Births
We are happy to announce all births sent to the editor.
• Cheyanne Elizabeth born on April
19, 2011 to Donovan and Becky
Pflaum Blakeslee ‘06. Cheyanne
weighed in at 6# and 19" long.
Cheyanne Blakeslee

Weddings

• Jack Robert Kerry born on June 27,
2011 to John and Amy Beaumont
‘99 Felton. Jack weighed in at 8#
and 20” long. Jack joins big sister,
Olivia.

Jack Felton

• Madeline Anne born July 21, 2011
to Jon ‘99 and Matina Hunnell.
Madeline Hunnell

Kena Jacobs and Jerry
Petterson
March 19, 2011
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Sara Sabo ‘03 and
Cole Story
February 15, 2011

• Lauren Ann born on May 11, 2011
to Kevin ‘07 and Emilie Johnson.
Lauren weighed in at 7.3 # and is
19 ¾ long. A huge congratulation to
Grandpa Cory and Grandma Annette
Ayers ‘82 Johnson, and Great Grandparents, Larry and Judith Ayers.

Lauren Johnson

Julie Messinger ‘05 and James Roberts II
April 30, 2011

Katie Feurborn ‘04 and Jeff Karcher
April 30, 2011

Marianne Bonifacio ‘03 and James Dutton
June 11, 2011

Lindey Megesy ‘01 and Chris Renfro
April 16, 2011

In Memoriam...
Ruthellyn Atkinson Lee
Ruthellyn went to live with her
Savior on March 5, 2011 after a long
illness. Ruthellyn is the daughter of
Mr. Atkinson, one of the founders of
Portland Christian Schools and who
donated the land upon which the
current elementary school sits today.
Although, Ruthellyn was in high
school at the time the doors to PCS opened in 1947, she
never had an opportunity to attend the school her parents founded. She did, however, see to it that her children attended. Her sister, Evogene graduated in 1954
and her son, Don Lee graduated in 1968 and daughter
Juliann ‘70.
Evogene lives in Phoenix and her nephew, Don, lives
both in Australia and Vancouver, WA. As Don commented, “I’ve retired and am still enjoying life as a “kid”
again, but I’m sure I’ll need to be here more to help my
Dad through this time in his life”.
Editor’s note: Please see Donna Bowling 1968 Memorial Article. Evogene was her PCES 3rd grade teacher.
Clarence Lacy, went to be with his
LORD and Savior on July 18, 2011.
A firm believer in Christian
Education, he and his wife, Ethel
were among those parents in the
1970’s who were always helping out
at PCH events. As far as anyone can
remember, they NEVER missed a
single basketball game. Even after
their youngest son graduated in 1971, they frequently
attended basketball games and other activities at the
school. Clarence was so passionate about Christian
education that he and his wife sacrificed much of this
world’s possessions so that their boys would benefit for
eternity. All three of his sons graduated from Portland
Christian High School: Butch in 1969, Arvid in 1970
and Nathan in 1971.
At the Memorial Service for their Dad, all three boys
spoke eloquently and lovingly about their father. Butch
remembered his dad as a man of great principle. He
kept his eyes on the light and always strove toward a
deeper depth of faith and connection with God. He read
the Word daily and meditated on each passage he was
reading. Nothing could keep him from his time with
God and nothing could keep him from sharing his faith,
even in Hospice he continued to share the love of Jesus
with everyone. Arvid shared that his Dad was a man of
unwavering principle as well. While we did not always
agree, we respected him because he stood firmly upon
his beliefs. One of these was a Christian education.
He committed himself to providing the best education
in Christ possible. He sacrificed both financially and
materially so we could all be in Christian schools, K-12.
The result of this “love in action” was that all three of
us graduated from Portland Christian High School and
remain loyal to this institution to this day. Dad was so
committed to sound Biblical principles he left nothing
to “chance”; home, school and church, all had to be
Christ-centered. Nathan commented that his dad was a
“transformational individual”. His Dad grew up in very

adverse circumstances as a child but when he raised
his boys, the past was behind and he raised them in the
Lord as he knew he must do. His life had been so transformed by the power of the Lord Jesus Christ that he
was able to lift others up rather than drag them down.
“While many are praised in the media for being heroes,
the greatest hero we boys know was this man, our father, who committed himself day by day through
good and bad, but always
toward the glory of God
with the drive to provide
the very best he could do
for his family. We love our
Dad and look forward to
seeing him in Glory.”
DONNA BOWLING 1968
In the early hours of May 20, 2011,
Donna slipped quietly into the presence of her blessed Savior with dear
friends by her side. It was Donna’s
wish she remain at home through
her illness and with the amazing
help of hospice and friends she was
able to do so.
Donna attended her last Alumni Board meeting in February, 2011 where it was announced that she had just
been diagnosed with terminal brain cancer and would
be moving to heaven shortly. Although she was quite
weak, she still managed to relay to us her condition
and expressed her gratefulness for Portland Christian
Schools and what her work as secretary of the Association had meant to her.
Donna lived with her mother, Sarah who was instrumental in leading the Mothers Fellowship at PCH
while her daughter was a student there. Sarah often attended Board meetings and helped out as she was able.
Mercifully, Sarah, who was extremely close to Donna,
died just a month earlier from complications arising
from Alzheimer’s Disease.
Because of the many friends Donna had made over
the years, it was decided to hold two services for her.
The first at Mt. View Christian Church was held on May
27, 2011 and the second on June 10, 2011 at Woodland
Park Baptist Church. Several hundred friends and family joined to praise the Lord for her life and to give testimony of God’s Grace in their lives because of the grace
shown to they by Donna. “Donna never looked at people
in terms of appearance, wealth, possessions. “She
ALWAYS saw everyone she encountered as a special
child of God, created in His image unto all good works.”
“Donna knew no enemies because she didn’t know how
to make one nor would she even recognize one if they existed.”
Donna was alive in her life, BUT
she was even more alive in death. Donna now is fully alive in Christ where
she is enjoying being in the presence of
her Jesus as well as her dear parents.
Radiant in Death, a most fitting theme
for both of her memorial services.
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NEWS FROM PCS
W

OREGON CUP
FINAL STANDINGS

ell done teachers and coaches!!
The following recognition is
based on team GPA, sportsmanship,
and how well all Oregon 2A teams
performed in 2010-2011. The final
standings and points of the 41 2A
teams in the state are as follows:
Riverdale
2783 points
Kennedy
2473 points
PC Royals
2315 points

CONGRATULATIONS
to PCH STUDENTS
Jonathan Ramos, grade 9
and senior, John Church

I

n February, senior John Church
and freshman Jonathan Ramos,
qualified to perform at the OSAA
State Solo Championships. Both
boys took first place in the district
to qualify. On April 30, 2011, they
competed at Lewis and Clark College. Jonathan placed 7th in the
state of Oregon in the violin category and John placed 1st in both
the euphonium and the trombone
categories. These students competed
against all student in the state;
1A through 6A schools. John also
placed first in his sophomore and
junior years. Congratulations to both
men for representing their Lord and
Portland Christian Schools so well.

O

TSUNAMI RELIEF:
PROJECT JAPAN

ver the years, Portland Christian Schools has hosted many
Japanese students in their International Program. Many of these
students are now back home facing
the disaster and fear engendered by
the earthquakes and ensuing tsu-
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nami in Japan. The loss of life and
livelihood was great and our current
students have been greatly affected
by the disaster as well.
On April 4th, students and parents
collected funds to donate to Medical
Teams, International actively bringing much needed supplies, including food and water to the affected
regions. Portland Christian families
gave generously to this world relief project. A chapel was also held
to pray for God’s mercy and grace
and protection for the people of
Japan who have a very long and
overwhelming road ahead to recovery. The students and staff prayed
for missionaries currently serving
in Japan, such as the Carrico’s in
Tokyo, the believers as they ministered to the grieving and bereaved,
as well as the families of our current
students who live not too far from
the affected areas.

SPRING DID ARRIVE AT
PORTLAND CHRISTIAN

M

any wondered if spring and
summer would ever arrive in
Portland. One of the wettest years
on record, produced some of the
most beautiful flowers we have
ever seen. While nearly everything
bloomed a week or two late, it did
bloom well and the campus became
a veritable delight of color with the
rhododendrons, roses, pond lilies, all in full bloom as the seniors
were graduating and the rest of the
school was preparing for summer
vacation. As one student was heard
to comment, “It was really worth
it. It makes you really want to be
thankful for the warm months coming ahead”.

And what follows spring on the High
School campus? Well, lots of activity from summer schools, sports
camps, International Students
arriving, summer basketball and
volley ball open gyms, refinishing
the gym floors, cleaning and painting classrooms and bathrooms,
redoing the cafeteria, etc. Hurrying and scurrying, the PCS staff is
busily preparing for August Teacher
In-service, Purple and Gold Day and
the opening of School in September.
Alumni are
encouraged
to drop in
and see what
the “Lord
hath done”
at Portland
Christian
Schools.

WWII SURVIVOR SPEAKS IN
WORLD HISTORY CLASS

N

inth grade
and all
World History
Classes had
the amazing privilege
of hearing
WWII veteran,
Mr. Williams,
share his
experiences
during this period of United States
history. Ninety-year old, Mr. Williams, although hard of hearing,
remembered well his experiences in
the European Theatre and brought
to life for the students the sacrifices
made by so many to allow us the
freedoms we have today in the US.
Following his presentation to an
amazingly attentive group of students in the library, one freshman
remarked, “I guess I had no idea
what these soldiers did for all of
us. He gave me a totally new appreciation for the wars our men and
women fight in, not just back in the
1940’s but today as well.” “It really
brought home the meaning of ‘Freedom is not Free’.”

NEWS FROM THE INTERNATIONAL FRONT…

2

010-2011
was an
incredible
year for the
International
Student Program (ISP)

Students
from 11 countries studied
at PCHS this
year–South Korea, Vietnam, China,
Taiwan, Japan, Germany, Spain,
Brazil, Peru, Hong Kong, and Finland!
In the fall of the school year, the
ISP students started the year off
with a successful time of working in
the homecoming float competition.
Almost the entire ISP was involved
in the float process from painting,
construction, costume design, and
performing on the float. It was quite
an accomplishment for these students

to bond so quickly and take on this
project.

ing their culture with food, fun, and
entertainment.

Throughout the year students participated in FAB (Friends Across
Borders) events, sports, and many
of the extra-curricular activities at
PCHS.

17 ISP seniors graduated in May!
The alumni sponsored “International Senior Brunch” was attended
by 20 international family members and all host families of the ISP
seniors.

Snow Day at Mrs. Lampi’s house at
Government Camp was a highlight
of the winter season! Students also
found fun as they attended fall and
spring banquets, navigated around
Portland, and made a lot of new
friends. Spring brought the annual soccer game of “America vs the
World”!
International Food Night took place
in early March and was a smashing success with over 300 in attendance. The highlight was, of course,
the food prepared by the students. A
variety of student groups performed
and provided the entertainment. The
students did a wonderful job shar-

The graduation brunch gift was a
group photo for each ISP graduate with their families and host
families. Tran Nguyen was the ISP
graduation speaker this year.
The year has flown by and in the
wake of all the studying, activities,
and events we had several students
accept Jesus as their personal Lord
and Savior. What a blessing.
God is good! We look forward to next
year with hope and excitement.
–Sheila Tretter,
Director of International Student
Affairs

J. Robert Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship

I

n
January
of this
year,
Martin
Luther
King
Day,
to be
exact,
our beloved
Bob Barber went to his eternal
home. The Spring Edition of the
REALS featured Bob, his life, his
times and his legacy. To carry on
Bob’s legacy, the J. Robert Barber
Memorial Choir Scholarship was

established to be a perpetual vehicle
through which Bob’s name can live
on at Portland Christian and to
honor an outstanding senior choir
student. A plaque on which to list
the name of each yearly recipient
has been hung in the choir room as
a remembrance to Mr. Barber.
Choir Director Daniel Burnett ‘99,
Superintendent Annette Ayers
Johnson ‘82, Principal Dana Larson and Alumni Director Jeanne
Lampi chose Miss Sydney Farley as
the 2011 recipient of the J. Robert
Barber Memorial Choir Scholarship.
Sydney received an award plaque
and a check which was sent to the
Tisch School for the Performing Arts
at New York University.

While in high school, Sydney was an
amazing music and drama student,
holding leading roles in all PCH
drama productions since her freshman year. An outstanding vocalist
as well as an actress, Sydney has
won a number of awards in competition performances at the state and
national levels, as well as serving
on the Board of the State of Oregon
Thespian Society. A gal with many
talents, she also served as the 20102011 PCH Student Body President.
Portland Christian Schools is proud
to honor this fine graduate of the
Class of 2011 and will be praying
for her success in the performing
arts while always boldly proclaiming
her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to
Whom she gives all the praise.
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Inspiring a group of Christians who need not be bound by the patterns of this world
and the Red Cross Blood Drive.

I

t is the desire of the National
Honor Society at Portland Christian High School to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a
desire to render service, to promote
worthy leadership, and to encourage
the development of Godly character.
We fulfilled these chapter purposes
through a variety of efforts and
events.Two significant community
events were the Red Lace Campaign

Society President, Matt Kolenski,
led the RED LACE Campaign which
was the utilization of the Product
Red brand by NHS.Product RED
teams up with various companies
such as NIKE, Apple and Dell to
produce products with the Product
Red Logo.A percentage of the profit
foreachproduct sold with this logo is
donated to the Global Fund to fight
AIDS in Africa.Kolenski stated, “It is
the hope of the NHS that by offering opportunities such as this one
for the students attending Portland
Christian, we can inspire a generation of Christians who are not
bound by the patterns of this world
but rather become the generation
that is at the forefront of transforming that world.” Many students

[participated in this campaign and
even the boy’s varsity basketball
team sported red shoe laces on their
basketball shoes.
For the second year in a row, the
NHS sponsored a community blood
drive through the American Red
Cross on our campus. This effort not
only reaches our immediate campus
community but also reaches into the
greater Portland area as well.
This has been a year of service
and enrichment for the students
at Portland Christian Schools and
the National Honor Society is both
proud and humbled to be a part of
planning these opportunities.
–Dr. Shawn Jones
PCS NHS Advisor & Lead Counselor

10TH GRADE STUDENT, SISAY GILLOCK
TO SERVE IN NICARAGUA THIS SUMMER

M

any
young
people from
PCH serve on
short-term
summer mission trips.
One such
young person
is Sisay Gillock who came
to America less than a year ago
from Ethiopia. Sisay was adopted by
the Gillock family and has been a
wonderful addition to the Portland
Christian School Family.
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This summer Sisay and his Dad,
Gene, are serving the Lord in Nicaragua, teaming up with Mosaic
Church and Forward Edge Ministries, the work started by former
PCS family, Joe and Karen Anfuso.
For over 22 years, Forward Edge
has been committed to working with
the poor and needy near Puerto
Cabezas which is the poorest region
in the country. Having lived much of
his own life in an orphanage, Sisay
will be working with hundreds of
children in two orphanages, much
like his own childhood, as well as
taking part in physical labor in serv-

ing the surrounding community.
All Christians, young and old,
greatly benefit from trips such as
this. Short term missions are generally so much more than an “experience.” For most it changes the way
life is viewed. While the spiritual
and physical needs are great overseas, the spiritual needs are just as
great within our own communities.
“Mission trips such as these bring
us back changed, and with hearts
broken to the point that our desire
becomes greater than ever to diligently serve the Lord.”

D

SEVENTH ANNUAL ATHLETICS AWARDS NIGHT

an Beaumont ‘71, Master of
Ceremonies, began the evening
with a prayer of thanksgiving to the
Lord for a wonderful sports season at
Portland Christian Schools. Several
hundred parents and students filled
the cafeteria to learn who received
awards and honors. Dan recapped
each of the sports seasons by having
coaches come to the front and read
a summary of their team’s 2010-11
season and records.
Cross Country: John Dotson.
We have a young team with amazing
courage and hope for the future. Our
boys improved greatly throughout the
season and are looking forward to
2011. The girls took 3rd place in districts and Hannah Jossi was named
to 2nd Team-All League.
Varsity Soccer: Cliff Samodurov
‘04 and Tom West ‘71. This year’s
coed varsity soccer team amassed a
10-4-3 record and won the Columbia
River Soccer League Title earning a #1
seed to State. In an extremely exciting first round of State, PCS went into
overtime against OES. While PCS lost
the State match, it was an amazing
end to a great season for the Royals.
Keegan Rogers was selected to 1st
Team All League, Co-MVP, and 1st
Team All State Honors.
JV Football: Matt Singleterry. A
strong 2010 JV team made up largely
of incoming freshmen and returning
sophomores, the team was loaded with
talent, enthusiasm, and athleticism.
While the season ended up with about
as many wins as losses, the guys
played hard and gained a lot of experience which will greatly enhance the
Varsity program in years to come.
Varsity Football: Andrew Jannsen ‘86. Coming off four of the most
successful seasons in PCH football
history, the young 2010 Royals faced
a great challenge and a great opportunity. Young players stepped up to
the plate and seasoned seniors were
called upon to lead this inexperienced
group. The Royals battled well all season missing out on trip to State in a
hard fought loss in their last game of
the year. The Royals were well represented on the All League and State
teams. 1st Team All League: Mitchell
Hoffarth, Sam Swerhone, Emmanuel
Salar, Zac Nicholson. PCH Royals
competed well, they developed as a
team and they were good representatives of their Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, all year.
Volleyball: Anna Wilson. It was a
great year for the team. Initially hopes
were not too high for this year’s team
however we had a lot of talent and by
the end of the season were ranked
# 15 in state and #3 in league. Play-

ing their best games at the end of the
season, the girls made it into the State
playoffs, losing in the first round of
State to the Days Creek Team. Awards
went to: Emily Kozlowski, 1st Team
All-League, and 3rd Team All-State,
Taylor Forney and Lauren Seal, both
2nd Team All-League and Kelsey
Hutchin, All-League Honorable Mention.
JV Girls Basketball: Katie
Heilsberg. The team had an amazing
16-3 season and averaged winning
each game by 21 points. It was a great
season of growth, laughs and bringing a group of individuals together as
a team.
JV Boys Basketball: John Felton. The boys finished their season
with a 12-8 record. This team really
pulled together as a confident group
of players. They learned to make good
decisions, defensive plays and free
throws. They have a great future and
will continue to grow as a team.
Varsity Basketball: Tony Collopy. This was a tough transitional
season for the PCH Royals with two
new coaches and two returning
bench players who had never played
more than one quarter in any varsity
game. While the season was disappointing in the win-loss column, the
future looks very promising for this
rebuilding team with seven returning
strong players and strong core of JV
guys coming up. Congratulations to
2nd Team All League Player, Marcus
Fisher.
Softball: Anna Wilson. With
a very young team; 11 freshmen, 1
sophomore and 3 seniors, the girls
did a magnificent job in executing a
careful game plan, ending the season
with a 12-9 overall record and a 9-6
record in league finishing 3rd. Performing very well, these girls made it
to the district playoffs only to lose to
Vernonia, 16-9. The girls, especially
the seniors, were a great testimony
to the school in their character and
teamwork both off and on the field.
Congratulations to Marena Helgerson
and Rachel Wilson who earned 1st
Team All League Honors and Sammy
Dawson, Kelsey Hutchin and Katy
Akiyama who were named 2nd Team
All League and Jenny Vorvick as Honorable Mention.
Baseball: Josh Taylor. 2011 was
one of change, uncertainty and success. New coaching staff, new expectations and new players. It quickly
became evident that this was a year
of success. The team went undefeated
as they met Knappa, the defending
State champs, rankled #1 in state.
PCH exploded into a 14-2 win with
Keegan Rogers’ grand slam and the

solid pitching from League Player of
the Year, John Church. After suffering a crushing leg injury his freshman
year, only to return in his senior year,
Sean Oien came to the plate and hit
a ground ball through the short stop
to win the game. The Royals ended
the season with a perfect 16-0 record.
Much of the season, the Royals were
ranked #1 in State. They played well
all the way to the State Championship
game at Volcano Stadium in Keizer.
An amazing year for the Royals; they
ended up as the #2 team in the State
of Oregon.
Track: Andrew Jannsen ‘86.
The 2011 Track Season was a huge
success. Both boys and girls were
League Champions. The boys’ team
now stands at 93 victories in a row. In
State meets, the PC Royal men took
home the first place trophy for the 3rd
year in a row and the girls placed 2nd
in State for the second year in a row.
Both the boys’ and girls’ teams represented Christ and PCS well with their
outstanding season.
Mr. Gibbons assisted with Presentation of Awards as follows:
-MALE FRESHMAN
ATHLETE of THE YEAR:
Steven Mumford
-FEMALE FRESHMAN
ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
Stacy Kozlowski
-MALE SCHOLAR
ATHLETE OF THE YEAR:
Matt Kolenski
-FEMALE
SCHOLAR ATHLETE OF
THE YEAR:
Ann Schroeder
-MALE INSPIRATIONAL
LEADERSHIP AWARD:
Connor Oien
-FEMALE
INSPIRATIONAL
LEADERSHIP AWARD:
Chloe Gillock
-MALE ATHLETE
OF THE YEAR:
Keegan Rogers
-FEMALE ATHLETE
OF THE YEAR:
Hannah Jossi
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EIGHTH GRADE ENJOYS A WONDERFUL PROMOTION EVENING

T

hirty members
of the Class
of 2015 marched
into the gym to
the music of the
traditional Pomp
and Circumstance.
Parents, grandparents, siblings, friends and
relatives proudly looked on as the
students took their places. Mrs.
Johnson, Superintendent welcomed the families and prayed for
the future of these great students.
DD Thomas, accompanied by Mr.

Sippel, played a wonderful clarinet
rendition of The Coronation Day.
Following Mrs. Coulson’s presentation of class awards, Logan Benfield, class speaker, challenged his
fellow students to take what they
have learned in the 8th grade and
keep on as they move into the high
school arena. English teacher, Mrs.
Licata also challenged the students
to “not forget” all they have learned
and to be grateful to the Lord for the
privileges they have at PCS as well
as to be grateful to their parents for
the many sacrifices made on their
behalf. Following a video presenta-

tion of the class activities the past
year, students received their Certificates of Promotion and marched out
to enjoy a wonderful reception in the
cafeteria.

MOMS IN TOUCH HOLD SUMMER RETREAT

E

ight
members of
the Moms
In Touch
group
gathered
at Mt.
Hood for
their second annual summer prayer
retreat. They ate, slept, played,
had late-night fellowship AND they
prayed. They reviewed the year past

and talked about the year ahead.
They expressed deep concern for
those going through various trials:
illnesses, financial woes, finding
tuition funds, husbands working
away from their families, kids going
off to college, the new teachers, the
scheduling, the clean-up, repairs,
painting, etc, needing to be done at
both campuses during the weeks
ahead. And there is always the hiring of needed staff and the earnest
plea that the Lord sends students

of His choosing to be educated in
the Truth of His Word. Time was
spent lifting in prayer the need for
a secondary school principal, all
the administration, the Board and
wisdom and strength for Superintendent Mrs. Johnson.
On Tuesday, the ladies rode to the
top of the Ski Bowl chair lift and
together praised the Lord for a
beautiful day and a glorious time of
fellowship together.

TOM WEST ‘71 RETIRES AS WOMEN’S BASKET BALL COACH

F

ollowing
a recent
bout with
cancer and
the ensuing removal
of a kidney,
Tom West
has retired
from coaching
at Portland
Christian Schools. Portland Christian reluctantly accepted Tom’s resignation who has served the school
since 1977, first as JV Boys coach
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and then moving up to take over the
girls varsity program. Tom has had
a great run as the Women’s Head
Coach leading the team to many victories-not the least of which was the
capturing of the State Championship title in 2010.Tom will be greatly
missed at PCH. During the 2011-12
season, the school will honor Tom
for his many years of service to the
school both to our athletic program
and as a faculty member.
No date has been set as yet for A
TOM WEST RECEPTION. Notifica-

tion will be made via the REALS,
and on the PCS Website.
Dana Larson, Athletic and Facilities Director at Portland Christian
Schools announced long-time girls
JV coach and assistant varsity
coach, Kim Newman will serve as
co-Head Varsity Coach with Katie
Heilsberg. Both women are experienced and successful coaches and
we are grateful to the Lord for His
provision for this critically important position.

H

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUnCIL: ANOTHER GREAT YEAR

arper Lee, author of the classic
American literary work, To Kill
A Mockingbird, reflects through the
novel’s characters that, “You never
really understand a person until
you consider things from his point
of view... until you climb into his
skin and walk around in it.” English teacher and HS STUCO advisor
Joshua Taylor shared this quote
with the 2010-2011 PCHS Student
Council (STUCO) at their summer
retreat. Metaphorically climbing in
to someone else’s skin is no short
order. Climbing in to someone else’s
skin requires that you get to know
that person on their terms. In fact,
Jesus frequently frustrated his
disciples for meeting people where
they were at and showing significant care for people like common
women, government officials, and
children. PCHS STUCO not only
rose to this challenge, they created
this challenge for themselves by
selecting, “Expressing Empathetic
Love,” as the annual theme for the
high school. Beginning with several
chapels designed to help students
meet people outside of their grade
and typical friend groups, PCHS
STUCO strove to get to know their
fellow students and show better care
for these students.
Attending school with this focus
changed not only the students
receiving the care, but also the HS
STUCO members trying to show

T

care.The younger sister of Class of
2010 student council alumni, Joelle
Fulps, freshman Katelyn Fulps explained that STUCO, “challenged me
to become a better person and get
out of my comfort zone.” Son of science teacher, Kim Newman, freshman Garrett Newman hopes that
participation in STUCO will, “enable
me to make much larger personal
contributions to the student body,”
than he would one his own.Junior
Alex George acknowledged that,
even though PCHS is a relatively
small school, getting involved in
STUCO gave him, “the opportunity
to interact with people I hadn’t previously known and am thankful for
the friendships I have made.”
Beyond chapels, HS STUCO hosted
several dances, Homecoming floats,
Homecoming Banquet, and PCHS’
first ever Junior/Senior Prom. HS
STUCO also hosted a Powder Puff
tournament in which the girls play
flag football in teams by classes
and a Power Tuff tournament where
the guys play volleyball in teams
by classes. These events offered a
chance for PCHS students to build
relationships and memories that
include a lot of people showing care
and concern for their quality of life.
Freshman Stacey Kozlowski and
Junior Stacey Kozlowski are both
sisters and fellow STUCO members. Stacey affirmed that STUCO,
“widened my knowledge of leader-

ship and event planning skills.”
Emily reflected that, “being junior
class president gave me the mental
expectation and mindset to branch
out and grow deeper in friendships I
had not pursued in the past.”
HS STUCO members even challenged themselves to share their
theme with PC Jr. High students.
HS STUCO led four chapels for the
junior high students throughout
the year. Seniors Daniel Davis and
Elizabeth Hartley took the initiative
to include the Jr. High students in
their senior US Government project in significant ways. Many of the
eighth graders who experienced
these awesome examples set by the
HS STUCO members chose to apply
and join HS STUCO themselves as
Freshmen next year. Participating in
STUCO for the first time next year,
Junior Rebekah Harding hopes
that participation in STUCO will
empower her to, “not passively float
through my senior year, but instead
challenge myself to make a difference in our school.” Fellow future
STUCO member, Freshman David
Stone, wants to ensure that, “my
class, the high school, and everyone
else at PC feels welcome and accepted.”
–Megan Tarry
Student Council Co-advisor

Congratulations to the 2011-2012 STUDENT COUNCIL

he following students were elected to represent the PCH Student
Body for 2011-12.In August these
students will join together with their
advisors for a 3 day retreat as they
plan and set the theme, stage and
tone for the school year.
Congratulations to:
Ninth Grade
Logan Benfield
Gabe Benfield
Joshua Kaleel
Alana Seal
Megan Flikkema
Kelsey Robertson
Kelsey Hire

Tenth Grade
David Stone
Ali Harmon
Rachel Wilson
Katelyn Fulps
Steven Mumford
Diana Beke
Garrett Newman
Ailaila Eckhardt

Twelfth Grade

Eleventh Grade
Kim Won
Rose Schaeffer
Elise George
Hannah Jossi
Nick Eckhardt
Jeff Long

Rebecca Harding

Alex George
Emily Kozlowski
Shelby Remington
Marissa Beliel
Matt Kolenski
Kendal Wagner
Dan Bi Lee
Dan Choi Won
Jin Kim
Luer Wang
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Don Lee ‘68 & Evogene
Atkinson Stephens ‘54
Jeanne Lampi & Will Ho ‘11

Fitzgerald Sisters: Marilyn ‘72,
Karin ‘73 Martha ‘79

NOTES to the REALS
From the fifties...

• Ernie Beckett 1953 writes from
Twin Falls, ID, “Just a quick update.
Both Lynn and I are doing just fine.
God has been so good and faithful to His Word. I am doing parttime work to keep myself busy and
involved with people. Lynn’s mobility issues are about the same. This
is good news because we moved to
Idaho and its moderately dry high
desert weather patterns to help her
condition. It’s been strange to move
to an area where we knew no one
but we are making friends and enjoying the change. We love the small
town atmosphere yet we have all the
major business such as Costco, Fred
Meyers, Winco, and all the major
restaurants. I often think about and
pray for Portland Christian Schools.
I am so grateful for the REALS and
the PCS web site. Keep up the good
work and we will trust the Lord that
the finances will come to supply all
the needs at Portland Christian.
End time prophecy is exciting to follow. It reminds me of a funnel. The
closer to the end we get, the faster
the vortex of activity. We certainly
are seeing this in these days and
I pray God’s protection upon the
school. I got an e-mail yesterday
about a gentleman and his invention. It was really amazing. He is
the son of a well known missionary.
Guess who? Jim Elliot, the missionary who was slain by the Indians in
South America in his field of service.
Jim was our “oft-times” Chaplain
speaker back when I was in school.
Sure brought back wonderful memories. Is the Alumni Board still functioning?? It seems like we were able
to accomplish a lot a few years ago.
I pray for the Board of Trustees and
the Superintendent that they will
always seek the Lord’s direction and
keep their eyes on the true mission
of the school. This is such an im24 REALS

portant ministry, especially in these
days in which we are living. My love
to all Alumni and Staff of PCS”.

From the sixties…

• Neno Atkinson 1960 writes,
“Thank you for the memorial piece
on Bob Barber. It was also a surprise to see my little article in the
REALS. I appreciate the magazine
so much.”

From the seventies…

• Wanda Dyke Edwards 1976
writes, “I graduated from OHSU
School of Nursing on June 11th, the
day I celebrated my 53rd birthday. I
was also inducted into the International Honor Society, Sigma Theta
Tau on June 9th.” (Ed. Note: In
speaking with Wanda several years
ago, she said that this has been her
life- long dream. Your classmates
and all PCH Alumni congratulate
you, Wanda, for a job well done.
Once again we are reminded of the
promise that the Lord will always fulfill His will and purpose in our lives.)

From the nineties…

• Jeremy Prindle 1995. After graduating from the University of Utah
with a double major in International
Studies on the Middle East and
Persian with a minor in Political Science, Jeremy will be taking classes
at the University of San Diego State
this summer. He will return to the
University of Utah Graduate School
to further study the Persian language and Persian culture. He will
also be teaching Farsi to undergraduates at the school. Jeremy completed a 4-year tour of duty on the
USS Ronald Reagan which included
assignments in Iraq.

From the 2000’s…

• Julie Ernst 2001 is in the process

of healing from a serious life-long
illness. She graduated with highest
honors from Concorde Career College and is now a medical assistant
with x-ray certification. After passing the AAMA professional exam,
she is currently employed with Talecris Plasma Resources in Portland.
The Ernst family gives the Lord all
the glory for His mercy and grace to
Julie.
• Mike Manus
2005, who
recently graduated from Moody
Bible Institute
writes that he
is still required
to complete a
minimum of six
weeks internship
abroad. “I will be going to Assam,
India which is located southeast of
Nepal between China and Nepal. I
will be working and living among
the Ganak people helping to complete water filtration projects and to
advance the International Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention’s church planting initiatives
in the region.”

Multi-generational…

The entire Dick
Family recently
got together for a
family reunion.
This picture sent
to the REALS
shows the following PCH graduates: Bonnie
Dick Boatman
1959, Lyle Dick 1961, Barbara
Dick Prindle 1968, Urlene Dick
Ayriss 1989, Yvonne Dick Noll
1991, Chandra Dick 1994, Jeremy
Prindle 1995 and Tiffany Prindle
Chinchilla 1998. Portland Chris-

Natalie Workman ‘11,
Sydney Farley ‘11
Stephanie Boys DeLucia ‘85
Michelle Anfuso Osborne ‘88

Meg Croze ‘08,
Amy Akiyama ‘08

from Portland Christian Alumni & Friends
tian has a long history of families
who have attended the school from
the first through successive generations. The Lord has so graciously
blessed PCS families down through
the years because of their faithfulness to “Train up their children in
the way they should go”. So many of
our past and present families can
testify to this comment from a mom
who proudly watched each of her
seven children graduate from PCH,
“The Lord has never failed in His
provision to us as we sought to do
His will and follow His leading”.

News from Former
Faculty and Staff

• Thera Barber, My Response to the
Winter REALS’ Articles Regarding
Bob. “Thank you for the wonderful
outpouring of tributes, love and affection given to my husband in the
Winter Edition of the REALS. It was
amazing and heartwarming. Bob’s
first identity was as a Christian who
deeply loved his Lord. His second
identity was as a musician who
dearly loved his craft. His third was

wrapped up in Portland Christian
Schools where he worked different
periods from 1952-the fall of 1994
(and returned to direct the choir at
graduation in 1995). He had such
a deep love for the school and its
mission, the faculty and staff. He
always considered it a privilege from
the Lord to mentor so many students. Though the last sixteen years
were spent away from Portland
Christian, the school was never far
from his heart and mind. He truly
treasured all the years he spent
there. Thank you for the enormous
role each one of you have played in
Bob’s life. I am writing with heartfelt
gratitude.”
• Faenell Finster Bartlett writes
that she was privileged to be visited recently by Richard and Betty
Bohr. Faenell taught for many years
at PCH beginning in 1967 through
1986. She served as head of the
Language Arts Department. Betty
Bohn taught in the high school
and for a period of time, Dick Bohr
served on the Board of Trustees.
Faenell lives in West Virginia with
her husband, Dick.

Congratulations to:

• All members of the Class of 2011,
PCH’s newest Alumni
• Wanda Dyke Edwards ‘76 Oregon Health and Science University
School of Nursing. BS in Nursing.
• Jeremy Prindle ‘95 University of
Utah School of International Studies
BS with a focus on Persian Studies
and minor in Political Science.
• Julie Ernst ‘01 Cascade Career
College Medical Assistant Program
• Aaron Ankrom ‘03 Art Institute
of Portland BS Digital Film Videography
• Katrina Myron ‘05 University of
Oregon, BS in Family and Human
Services
• Mike Manus ‘05 Moody Bible Institute, BA International Ministries
• Jonathan Nyone University of
Portland BS in Engineering
• Bethany Baumann ‘06 Warner
Pacific College
• Brian Svehaug ‘07 Asuza Pacific
University
• Andrew Moses ‘07 Cedarville
University BA Spanish, Theology
and Music
• Kevin Johnson ‘07 Western Oregon State University, BS. Commissioned 2nd Lt. US Army
• Hannah Adams ‘07 Art Institute
of Portland BS Media Arts and Animation
• Scott Davis Portland State University MEd, Curriculum and Instruction

MISSION STATEMENT
It is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth
of God’s word in every area of instruction and activity to that their lives may be
transformed by the renewing of their minds.

VISION
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Portland Christian Schools will become one of the Northwest’s leading Christian Schools providing its

News From Our

Missionaries
Jim and Lanita Smith
Sweeney ‘58
Sweeney Consulting Ministries:

J

jim.lanita@sweeneycm.org

im and Lanita write “We so enjoy
the REALS Magazine especially
the last issue with the focus on Bob
Barber. Thank you. We are writing
to inform you of a change in our
ministry. We left the Jesus Film
Project, International. God has led
us to form our own non-profit work,
Sweeney Consulting Ministries. We
now help small, non-profit ministries in the Northwest to grow their
work as well as raise the needed
funding to do what God has called
them to do.

Neno Atkinson ‘60
Love Thy Neighbor Ministries:

N

nenosnook@q.com

eno writes in her April newsletter “ Thank you for standing
with me in this new area of nursing
home ministry. It is both invigorating and rewarding to work one on
one with patients and to discover
little areas of need that the nurses
and other staff simply do not have
time to meet. It is a blessing to be
assigned to Powellhurst Marquis,
a truly patient-oriented facility.” I
want to make a real friendship connection with each patient and be
sensitive to the timing to present the
gospel to each individual.” “What
can I say about the month of May
and on into June?? I guess it was
miracle, trial, trial, trial, miracle,
Miracle, MIRACLE. Recently the
Lord gave me the best little thought
‘Usable as is’. God has called me to
a huge task. I don’t feel worthy but
my work must be effective because
when I am in the midst of the task,
my wheel chair will break down.
When I am doing nothing, it works
fine, my health remained stable and
my personal caregivers were never
ill and always on time. When I am
at work in ministry, it seems Murphy’s Law always goes into effect.
Physically, I am in the process of
risk-benefit assessment to repair
the miniscule hole in my heart. As
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long as I have no more episodes,
we will let the Lord take care of the
rest. My wheel chair is finally getting repaired so I can get around,
my class at Western Seminary was
very intense, with enough reading
to keep me busy all summer, and
tomorrow I go back to the nursing
home. There is so much that can
be done and so much of the Lord’s
love to share.” On a practical note,
Love Thy Neighbor Ministry is available to do a four-hour training at
churches and Christian schools. It
is so rewarding and may be the last
time someone will have the opportunity to hear the gospel and make a
decision for Christ.” Please pray that
my wheel chair stays fixed, that I remain in good health and that I can
find an inexpensive laptop to use in
my ministry.”

The Lord is working but we can also
see the adversary at work here in
the lives of our families and individuals. We’ve had quite a few of
the neighborhood kids sporadically
come in for some of our meetings.
Several people have expressed interest in starting new outreach ministries such as a kids club, mother/
baby-toddler group, retirement home
services, in addition to supporting
a missionary to the addicted in Ireland.” Jon asks prayer for his own
strength and health and encouragement along with the growth among
the people in their congregation.

Gretchen Barter ‘70
Cheney

www.CelebrateLife.org

Gretchen and husband, Don are
serving the Lord as
Bible translators with SIL
don-gretchen_cheney@sil.org

G

retchen writes “Don was diagnosed last October with
Schwannoma, a benign nervesheath tumor which causes permanent damage to balance and
hearing. I opted for radiation and
will know the results of the treatments in October. The possibility of
losing my hearing in one ear made
me realize that I might need to
learn sign language. Gretchen and
I were surprised to learn that there
are over 200 sign languages in the
world and that very few have even
one complete book of the Bible in
that language. Only one, American
Sign Language, has the entire New
Testament. Currently through the
WordSign Project, Wycliffe is developing advanced software tools for
the production of sign language.”

Jon Gleason 1978
Glenrothes, Scotland:

J

jgleason@aic.co.uk
ohn writes “Much has happened
since I last wrote a prayer letter.

Dr. Lori Marvel ‘78
Salierno
Founder and CEO of Celebrate
Life International

P

lease pray for their Annual Empowerment Conference, a faithbased gathering for all CLI partners
who work throughout the country
and world with at-risk kids. In her
July communiqué, Lori sent a copy
of a letter two young children sent to
her. It has been a very hot summer
in the south and these two children
opened up a lemonade stand to raise
money for the T1L1, CLI’s At-Risk
kids program. This is a program
their parents support and to which
they had been introduced by Mom
and Dad as well as in their church.
“We had balloons and a big sign
and we gave everyone a Teach One
to Lead One flyer. We were so happy
cuz we raised $26 to help a kid go
through T1L1. We are going to try to
help more kids.”

Brent Ralston ‘79
Visayas Island Ministry,
Philippines

B

ralstonbc@gmail.com

rent writes “In our quest to
start 71 churches by 2015, we
currently have 31, and there are
11 ‘most wanted areas’ that very
much want church plants.” Brent
goes on to describe his training
sessions with rural pastors and
church planters and the long and

difficult trips into outlying areas of
the country. “The need is great to
provide training and fellowship to
these pastors along with the practical tools to be more effective in their
ministries.” “Our national association of churches has adopted the
Timothy Leadership Training as one
of the modes of training pastors and
local church leaders.” Brent asks
that we pray for his upcoming trips
into outlying areas/islands and the
ongoing training of pastors and new
church plants.

Jason Overstreet ‘92
President of RESCUE Music

J

www.rescuemusic.com
rescue@rescuemusic.com

ason writes “last month (May),
we ministered at the Newberg
Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast. This was
somewhat of a “homecoming” for
myself and the group. The event was
held at George Fox University, where
three of the four original RESCUE
members graduated.” “What an
encouraging sight to see people from
all denominations gathering together to pray for their community.
It was such an honor to meet those
who started the Newberg prayer
meetings so many years ago, and
those who volunteer their efforts to
continue this tradition today.” Jason
and the Team would greatly appreciate
your prayers as they focus on future
recording projects and the new
website nearly ready to be launched
which will be easy to read, beautiful
to look at and will bring glory to God
through the ministry of RESCUE.

Micah ‘95 and Amy
Stellar ‘95 Tuttle
Serving the Lord in Peru
www.thetruttletribe.blogspot.com
allofus@tuttlekids.com

M

icah
and
Amy are
home from
Peru on
deputation
ministry.
Diane Tuttle writes
that having
the entire family home for most of
the summer has been great and that
now husband, Jim, has retired, they
have lots of time to spend with their
wonderful grandkids.

Adam Smouse ‘99
Global Music Evangelism, Int’l &
Oregon City Christian Church

A

dam writes: After searching and
praying for two and a half years,
the Lord has graciously led me to a
wonderful church home where I am
also the worship pastor. My wife,
Candace is a pre-school teacher
and our baby daughter, Addison, is
now over a year old. Through GME,
I have had the privilege over the
past few years to travel to Germany,
India, Slovenia, Italy, Africa, Japan,
Grenada, the UK, with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Our group of musicians and preaching evangelists
travel to these countries for just one
purpose; to share Christ in word
and through our music. I will send
an update from my spring trip to
Barcelona, Spain. Jesus asks us
to go therefore and make disciples
of all nations, so as we plant seeds,
hearts may be transformed. Thank
you for praying and standing with us.

Katrina Myron ‘05
Christian Missionary Fellowship
International
thegiftofgrace2011@gmail.com

I

will be spending this summer in
Kenya an intern with CMF Int’l. I
will be working with 17 other missionaries and with Kenyan nationals to help meet the needs of those
living in the Mathare Valley slums
outside Nairobi. I will be working in
the Community Health Evangelism
arm of CMF. This is a holistic ministry that involves preventative health
care, vocational training, education,
evangelism and partnering with local churches to reach the people of
the Mathare Valley. I will be working
with HIV/AIDS education as well
as community clean-up projects to
help improve sanitation in these
areas. As a recent graduate of U of
O in Family and Human Services, I
am excited to be able to utilize my
skills in a ministry such as this as I
believe the Lord has given me a passion to serve in this way overseas.”

Dr. John Schneider
(former PCH Bible teacher)

Nursing Home Ministries

J

ohn writes “ Many care center
residents have been long-time
church goers who can no longer get
to their former church home. We

have the important task of bringing
the church to them. In fact, many
of our chaplains are now referring
to their services as church services
and the attending residents as the
congregation or the church body. In
addition to the church service, we
become the church family, something so many have deeply missed.
Each of the body looks out and
cares for one another and participate in the services by reading
scripture, singing, playing a musical
instrument, serving as greeters, or
giving their testimonies. The Lord
moves as the church grows together.
What a joy to begin ‘new churches’
and be able spread the gospel in this
mission field so close to home. It is
a blessing to see residents extend a
hand of Christian fellowship to one
another and to pray for one another.
How pleasing it must be to our
Heavenly Father to see these new
churches forming in these areas of
such great need.”

Dan and Marta Lewis

Parents of 4 PCH grads and former
teachers at PCS

Founders and Directors of Light
to the Nation Ministries
lttn@ymail.com.

I

n our
last
newsletter, we
began to
report
about the
church
building
project
in Fadd,
Hungary.
As a result of the 16 men from River
Valley Christian Church uniting
with workers from Hungary and
Romania, an amazing amount of
work was finished during the week
they were there. Perhaps even more
important than the physical work
that was done, were the dozens and
dozens of personal connections
that were made every day, whether
making balloon animals at the local park or taking time out from
work to play or talk with curious
passers-by. It’s amazing, by the way,
what can be communicated without
words. Through these small “extracurricular” connections, many
people learned that we were there to
help the Romas of Fadd and several
people were led to the Lord.
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for
Graduates of Portland Christian are
serving in many areas of the world.
Please send names to PCHS for inclusion in the next REALS edition.
❤ Russ Lambert ‘54 OCI
❤ Dr. Camille Jamison ‘54 SIM USA
❤ Diane Sievers ‘54 Executive Director of PREP 4kids, Portland
❤ John and Jean Sealy ‘57 Krugers
, International Fellowship, Africa
❤ Jim and Lanita Smith ‘58
Sweeney, Sweeney Consulting Ministries
❤ Jaunita Phillips ‘59 Schiewek,
Hawaii
❤ Gene and Sheryl Shields ‘59
Good, and family, Hope House,
Marsing, ID
❤ Neno Atkinson ‘60 “Love Thy
Neighbor Ministry” to Nursing Home
Patients
❤ Chuck ‘61 and Sally Keller, Ban
Lung, Cambodia
❤ David Smith ‘61, New Zealand
❤ Virginia Bradley ‘61 Cameroon,
Africa
❤ Jake and Marie Birch ‘65
Penner, Eastern Europe
❤ Bob and Joyce Lander ‘66 Carlson, Kenya
❤ Jerry Glass ‘67 Uruguay, Biblical
Ministries Worldwide
❤ Mike Rice ‘69 Emmaus Prison
Ministries
❤ Gretchen Barter ‘70 Cheney and
family, Wycliffe Bible Translators
❤ Pastor Alan Goetsch ‘70 and family, Beyond the Cross Ministries, MO
❤ Dr. Carl ‘71 and Cindy Reed,
Indonesia
❤ Dr. Scott Walt ‘76 and family,
Austria
❤ Pastor Mark Turansky ‘77 and
family, Hawaii
❤ Dr. Lori Marvel ‘78 Salierno, Celebrate Life Int’l.
❤ Pastor Jon Gleason ‘78 and
family, Scotland
❤ Debbie Driesner ‘78, Mustangs
and MOHR
❤ Pastor Brent Ralston ‘79 and
family, Phillipines
❤ Dan Brose ‘79 and family, World
Relief Ministries, humanitarian aid
from the USA to the world
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❤ Kari Keiser ‘80 Carrico and
family, Japan
❤ Mike Patrick ‘80 Stillwater
Stables Ministry, Ohio
❤ Kevin Bradley ‘81 and familiy
Portland Rescue Mission
❤ Ron Lockwood ‘82 and family,
Wycliffe, Germany
❤ Bob Lockwood ‘84 and family,
Luis Palau Ministries
❤ Aron and Yvonne Dick ‘91 Noll
and family, Campus Crusade for
Christ, Global Aid Network
❤ Christina Walsh ‘91 Firezar
and family, ministering from USA to
Oradea, Romania
❤ Karen Brewster ‘92 Fangrad
and family, Creation Ministries,
Int’l., Canada
❤ Jason Oversteet ‘92, RESCUE
Music Ministry
❤ Dan ‘94 and Daryl Payne ‘96
Collins, Bolivia
❤ Monica Blackwell ‘93 Brubaker
and family, Chi Alpha Ministries, UofO
❤ Eric Chirgwin ‘93 and family,
Young Life, Washington Family Ranch
❤ Duan Walker ‘95, Director of
Mid-Valley Fellowship
❤ Micah ‘95 and Amy Stellar ‘95
Tuttle and family, Peru
❤ Janell Engeman ‘95 Hartley and
family, OC Int’l., Swaziland, Africa
❤ Mike Manus ‘05, Southern
Baptist Convention/International
Mission Board
❤ Dan and Marta Lewis, Hungary
❤ Shirley Wells, Israel
❤ Dr. John Schneider, NursingHome Ministries
❤ Eric Swanson-Dexel and family,
Director of Camp Hammer Christian
Ministries in California.
❤ Joe and Karin Anfuso Forward
Edge Ministries
❤ Rev. Toni and Walter Gatlin,
Octavia ‘92 and Toni ‘90 (former
teacher, parents and PCH grads)
“Love By Example Ministry” Getting
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus out to
street kids, the homeless, to poor
and needy families, and to all who
do not know the love of our Lord.
Thank you for keeping us updated
on the status of our men and women
in the military. Unless we hear differently, names will remain on this
prayer list. Thank you for praying.
❤ Lt. Bryce Tucker Coast Guard,
(husband of Liz Phares ‘94)
❤ AJ Alovera ‘96 Marines
❤ Ensign Michelle Waldal ‘98 Navy
❤ Matt Strange ‘99, Naval Marine
Corpsman

❤ Brian Poling ‘01 Navy
❤ Cpt. Alex Esson ‘02 Air Force,
Korea
❤ Jonathan Rowlett ‘03 Navy
❤ Jon Lackey ‘03 Navy
❤ Ryan Dewey ‘03 Air Force
❤ Aaron Wolf ‘04 Navy
❤ Matt McBride ‘04 Navy
❤ Mike Manus ‘05 Navy Reserve
❤ 2nd Lt Kyle Durant ‘05 Marines
❤ John Rogers ‘05 Navy
❤ Michael Garrison ‘06 Air Force
❤ 2nd Lt Kevin Johnson ‘07 Army
❤ J.C. Russell ‘09 U.S. Naval
Academy
❤ Peter Khallaf Army
General Requests for Prayer.
❤ Bill Buck, former Director of
Community Relations, living with
Non-Arteric Ischemic Retinopathy
with an 80% loss of vision.
❤ Becky Coulson, Jr. High and International Student Counselor, that
her cancer would remain in remission.
❤ The families of all those who have
lost loved ones (See In Memoriam)
❤ New Families entering school for
2011-2012
❤ God’s continued provision for
PCS.
❤ School-wide enrollment/reenrollment for 2011-2012
❤ Wisdom for PCS Administration
as they plan for 2011-2012
❤ Jeff MacLardy ‘87 doing very
well following a kidney transplant.
Continue to pray there is no rejection of the new organ.
❤ Betty Ann Rogers ‘60 to regain
all neurological functions following
a stroke.
❤ Tom West ‘71, to be cancer free
following removal of a kidney as a
result of a cancerous tumor.
❤ Neno Atkinson ‘60, Health issues
and that her electric reclining wheel
chair keeps operating for her ministry.
❤ Doug TenKley, former parent and
Board of Trustees Chair, for total
remission and healing of his brain
tumor.
❤ Kirsten Lampi ‘80 for healing and
for the health of her children, Habtamu and Zewditu.
❤ Those who have recently lost family
members:
• The Niedert family who lost their
son in an auto accident in June.
• Lacy Family
• Donna Bowling’s Family
• Don Lee ‘69 and his dad and
Evogene Stephens ‘54 at the loss of
Don’s mom and her sister.

T

IN APPRECIATION FOR PORTLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

his is just a note to express our appreciation for the
REALS. It is always welcome news at our house and
the publication is spectacular. Thank you for the update
you gave to the class of 1960. It was so nice to hear
about everyone in the class as well as hear what great
things have been and are being accomplished at Portland Christian Schools over the years as well as tour
the “Parkrose” campus.
Gary and I have great memories of our times at Portland Christian Schools; me as a student and later, Gary
as a teacher. I was at a spiritual turning point in my
life and was encouraged by Lanita Smith to consider
PCH. I entered the school as a sophomore and found
both the education and spiritual guidance to be just
what I needed. Being in a Christian atmosphere and
being with Christian friends, especially as a teenager,
who were good role models for me, along with Godly
teachers, helped build the foundation I needed to move
forward in my Christian life.
After I married Gary, he taught social studies at both
the Junior and Senior High Schools. Again I was connected to the school I greatly appreciated.
Gary added these comments to Sharon’s note. My most
important memory of PCH involves a little blonde vivacious girl named Sharon Lind. This year we celebrate
our 50th wedding anniversary. I was a college freshman her senior year when we began dating so I came
to know the school pretty well. I came by the campus
at Market Street to pick her up several times a week
after school. Since I had been involved in Bible quizzing
through Youth For Christ during my years as a student
at Roosevelt High, I somehow became the coach for the
YFC team at PCH. In our first competition I think we
were eliminated fairly early on, we did have some great
times with some great kids who I hope are still carrying
around the Bible Truths we learned back then.
Later, I taught at PCH for four years back in the sixties. One of my earliest memories was the 45 freshmen
in the ironically named “Glee” Club. It was my first
year of teaching and that group of angelic appearing

fourteen-year-olds beguiled me that first week of school
into expecting the pure pleasure of coaching their sweet
voices into something heavenly. Beginning week two, it
was “war” for the rest of the year and I wasn’t winning.
Somehow we did survive and managed to produce some
very fine music from those young and for some, changing voices. I learned that first year that the teacher
must always establish control first and love later or perhaps control and discipline is established “in love”.
I taught at PCH for four years, but in many ways, the
last was the best. I was in the Social Studies Department. It was 1968-during the Vietnam war. There was
great social unrest and a time of unparallel stress in
our nation. The highlight of the year was the presidential election: Nixon vs. Humphrey vs. the southern
governor, George Wallace. We held mock elections in
all our classes. I tried to present each candidate fairly and
encouraged the students to read, pray, and decide who they
thought could best lead our country in difficult times. They
did a pretty good job and forecast the winner: Nixon.
I went on to other work and am now retired. It is still
good to cherish such fond memories of these years. Special students and special faculty like Rich Remsburg,
Larry Zimmerman, Bob Barber, Thera Smith, Jeanne
Lampi and others. Two years ago I attended the Class of
1969 reunion and was proud to hear the testimonies of
those whom I had taught as students at PCH.
The Lord has done and continues to keep His hand
upon this great school. I am thankful to have had a
small part in its history
(Ed. Note: We are now blessed to have Lisa Hotchkiss,
Sharon and Gary’s daughter-in-law, who teaches first
grade at PCES and their
granddaughters Laura
and Pamela who are in
the 4th and 2nd grades
respectively.)
–Sharon Lind ‘60 and
Gary Hotchkiss

WALK THE PATH BEFORE US

F

amilies, alumni
and friends of
Portland Christian
Schools gathered
for the annual fund
raising dinner in the
high school gymnasium on May 21st
to see and discover
what lies ahead for
the school. The theme Walk the Path to Discover What’s
Around the Next Bend was artfully carried out in the
table settings, the program and the beautiful, almost
magical decorations throughout the gym.
The program was simple but the testimonies from students, staff, alumni and parents; powerful. Superinten-

dent, Annette Johnson spoke eloquently of the history
of Portland Christian, the numbers of children that are
3rd and even 4th generation students and the Strategic Plan that is currently taking shape for the future
and welfare of Portland Christian Schools. “We have a
God who loves simplicity, the plan is clear and the path
ahead is a strategy for the future. We must increase
our enrollment while holding firm our Mission and Core
Values.”
Following an appeal from Board member, Chris Wagner
and concluding remarks by Board Chair, Terri Flikkema
‘83, Dr. Larry Ayers (Annette’s father and PCS Board
Member in the 1970’s) brought the lovely evening to a
close challenging us to remain faithful to the work the
Lord raised up over 64 years ago. The Lord will provide
for His work here at Portland Christian Schools.
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Class of 1961 Portland Christian’s Golden Grads

J

ust a note from Sherron Millen:
During a break in his meeting schedule, a few of the class got
together on April 28th to meet with
Tim Blanchard who was in town for
a meeting, held this year on Portland. Although Tim is retired as a
pastor, he still is involved in ministry and enjoys spending time with
his grandchildren. Tim is now living
in the Indianapolis area.

O

n June 4th, at the Portland
Christian High School gradu-
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ation, twenty-two classmates and
spouses gathered for a pre-grad reception in the church foyer. Several
had not seen one another in many
years so it was a wonderful time of
greeting and reminiscing. At the
appointed time, the class of 1961
took their places in line behind the
faculty and were led into the church
sanctuary by National Honor Society members. During the ceremony,
the Class of 1961, seated directly
behind the Class of 2011, was welcomed and asked to stand by Chairman of the Board of trustees, Terri
Bunnell Flikkema ‘83. They were
thanked for being an integral part of
the history of the school as well as
the many contributions these families had made to PCH. It was noted
that several families had their own
children graduate from PCH. Ron
and Marilyn Beck Webb saw all four
of their children graduate as well as
four of their grandchildren (with more

on the way). They were proud to see
Tyler, the youngest child of David and
Sandy Kennedy Webb ‘81, among
the graduates in the Class of 2011.
Following graduation, everyone met
for a wonderful “patio dinner” in
Damascus. During this time, Lyle
Dick, who has orchestrated the
entire 50 Years Celebration, encouraged classmates at the dinner to
return for a catered dinner to be
held at the PCH Library on September 24th and to invite the missing
members of the class.
Following this event, a number
planned on travelling to Seaside to
continue the festivities. Lyle Dick,
coordinator of the Class of 1961
Reunion Events can be contacted at
kuckoo4ever@yahoo.com.
As a gift to the school, the class
will contribute to the BOB BARBER
MEMORIAL CHOIR SCHOLARSHIP
fund.

Class of 2001
Celebrate Ten Years PCH Reunion
their celebration at Esther Short Park
in Vancouver. While Friday evening’s
event focused on what was happening
in everyone’s lives, career-wise, etc.,
Saturday’s potluck event was definitely more “laid back” as everyone visited
in a casual atmosphere and watched
as the little ones ran and played under the watchful eyes of their parents.

T

hanks to the efforts of Jenn Benton and others, a very successful class reunion was held on June
10 and 11. Beginning at the adults
only gathering at the FEV Ballroom
in Portland, classmates continued

Jenn Benton writes, “Thank you everyone for making the effort to come
to the reunion last weekend. I had a
great time and it was wonderful to see
you all! In addition to having a great
time, we not only were able to cover
the costs of the weekend BUT were
also able to raise $110 for the Children’s Cancer Research Association”.

UPCOMING
REUNIONS
Class of 1954: Planned for
summer of 2012. Contact
Evogene Atkinson Stephens
at evogene@cox.net for more
information.
Class of 1959: September
16-18 at Cannon Beach. Contact Bonnie Dick Boatman for
further details at Boatmanportland@aol.com.
Class of 1961: September
24th at the PCH Library.
11:30am. Contact Lyle Dick at
kuckoo4ever@yahoo.com.
Class of 1962: September
10 in Scotts Mills. Contact
Phil Smith at pnpsmith4u@
hotmail.com.
Class of 1975: “75 TOOK
NO JIVE” August 12: 6:00pm
Buffet Dinner at home of
Ruth Dyke Zirkle 124521
SE Evergreen Hwy. Vancouver WA 98683 August 13:
11:30am Family pot-luck
picnic at Zirkle home. Other
years are invited as well.
Contact Dee Moore at 503329-9503 or DeeMoore13@
gmail.com or Ruth Zirkle at
360-576-9023 or rad-raz@
juno.com
Class of 1979: Postponed.
Class of 1981: August 1214: Edgefield Manor in Troutdale. Contact Karen Gleason
McKinney on Facebook or at
kkgleaso@bellsouth.net.
Class of 1991: August 12:
6:30-9:30pm Dinner and
Bowling at Big AL’s in Vancouver. August 13: 11:30am–
4:30pm Family pot-luck
at the home of Danny and
Debbie Tse at 16424 NE 40th
Avenue Vancouver, WA 98686
or call May at 254-768-3942.
Ed. Note: While this issue
of the REALS will come out
following the 1975 AND 1981
reunions, the dates are here
to let you know they did
occur. Effort was made to
reach as many classmates
as possible.
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Thank you for YOUR HELP

t is Board of Trustees Policy that the school and all auxiliary organizations operate within the confines of a balanced budget. The
majority of the cost of producing this magazine must be underwritten by Alumni and Friends of Portland Christian Schools. Therefore,
contributions sent to the Association designated for production of the
REALS magazine are greatly appreciated.
				
–The PCS Alumni Association Board
I would like to support the production of the REALS

EST. 1947

ONE TIME GIFT: $____________
MONTHLY:

❑ $5 ❑ $10 ❑ $20 ❑ Other: $____________

Name:
Year:
Address:
City:
State:
Phone Number:
E-mail:

Check out our website at
www.pcschools.org.
Tell your friends to look up
this edition of the REALS
under the alumni tab!
BOARD of TRUSTEES

Please make all checks payable to: Portland Christian Alumni Association and send to:
Portland Christian Alumni Association
12425 NE San Rafael Street
Portland, OR 97230
Gifts may also be made using a VISA or Master Card. To make
your gift using one of these cards, call Linda Swenson at 503-2563960 ext. 271 to make your donation. PLEASE let her know the funds
are for the Alumni Association. All gifts are tax deductible and are
immediately receipted by the office.
For further information please call Jeanne Lampi at 503-2563960, ext 267 or 503-880-4603. She can also be reached by e-mail at:
jeanne.lampi@pcschools.org.
This form may also be used to update your information. Thank you.

Terri Flikkema ‘83, Chair
Jeff Arntson

Tim Brunner

Kari Egger

Steve Nagai

Chris Wagner

Shellee Wisenbaker

Elo Wobig

Carol Workman

ADMINISTRATION
Annette Johnson ‘82, Superintendent
Rhonda Rogers, PCES

Sheila Tretter, ISP

Dana Larson, Athletics/Facilities
Dr. Shawn Jones, Counselor
Jeanne Lampi, Alumni

It is the mission of Portland Christian Schools to educate students in the truth of God’s word in every area
of instruction and activity so that their lives may be transformed by the renewing of their minds.

