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SMCES READ, READ, READ!!
In January, the Kindergarten students at S.M.C.E.S. began taking AR tests. Ms. Audrey Wallace saw the
excitement on her students’ faces, which encouraged her to challenge them to READ, READ, READ!!!
Ms. Wallace motivated her students by promising them a “Special Surprise.” The top two readers in her
class were Rhyan Simmons (1st Place – 38 books) and Roderick White (2nd Place – 19 books). These two
students received a gift card from McDonald’s
and an Accelerated Reader Certificate. The
entire class read 154 books in all!!! WAY TO
GO!!! Ms. Wallace also rewarded ALL students
by presenting them with an Accelerated Reader
Certificate. Ms. Wallace is very proud of her
students and is looking forward to more students
working toward this goal for the 4th nine weeks.
Keep up the GREAT Reading!!!

North Mitchell County Elementary School's
National Young Scholars
North Mitchell County Elementary School is proud to announce the 2014 National Young Scholars.
These students were nominated by their teachers, Mrs. R. Richter, Ms. J. Mullins, and Mrs. J. Howard,
based on personal strengths and leadership abilities. They are: Jaquavion Daniels, Danyall Brown, Caleb
Neal, Jaden Williams, Krystaline Jefferson, Kelvin Washington, and Felicity Palmer. These students are
invited to William Peace University in Raleigh, North Carolina this summer for hands-on workshops on
CSI, Engineering, Medicine, Problem Solving, and Teambuilding. Congratulations to our young scholars
and their families.

SACS/AdvancED External Review Team will be here March 30-April 2,
2014, for the Mitchell County School System's Accreditation Review.

MCHS Students Win at
National History Day Competition
On March 11, 2014, MCHS students Vanessa Santillan, Matt Winfree, David Aaron and Shurnika Silas
competed in the regional National History Day competition held at Thomas County High School.
Santillan and Winfree competed in the group website category with their project about the Trail of Tears.
Aaron and Silas competed in the group website category with their project about the founding of Tuskegee
University. Both teams took home top honors in the group website category and are now qualified to enter
the state National History Day Competition. The state competition will be held at Mercer University on
April 26. National History Day is an academic competition where students research a historical event in
regards to a nationally selected theme. The theme for
2014 is rights and responsibilities. Students must use
primary and secondary sources, write a process paper,
write an annotated bibliography and then create a
project to present their findings. MCHS students spent
many hours researching. Trips to the Albany State
University Library and New Echota Historical Site
provided students the opportunity to seek assistance
with primary and secondary sources about their topics.
Left: Vanessa Santillan, Stephanie Gagnon (advisor),
David Aaron, Shurnika Silas, Nancee Knight (advisor),
Matt Winfree.
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Orenthal Spence
Orenthal has been asked to
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to introduce the Opening
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The Counselor’s Corner at SMCES
CRCT Test Taking Tips and Strategies
By: Tiffiany Simmons
Get a good night’s sleep before each testing day.
It’s hard to concentrate on the questions if all you feel like doing is putting your head down and going to sleep. So,
that means no late practices or games, no late night T.V., cell phone calls, or internet chatting. Your friends will
understand since they have to take the same test as you.
Eat a light, nutritious breakfast each morning before testing.
Food is the fuel that powers every part of your body, including your brain. So, having breakfast can keep your brain alert and improve your test
scores. However, don’t eat a huge breakfast – this can have the opposite effect and cause you to be sleepy. Excess sugar, caffeine and chocolate
milk should also be avoided. Although sugar or caffeine will give you ‘quick energy;’ they also wear off ‘very quickly’ and can leave you
feeling tired by the time you get to testing. Fruits, carbohydrates such as breads and non-sugary cereals, and proteins such as eggs work
best to give you testing energy.
Be sure to ‘read directions completely for each section of the test’.
For instance, suppose the directions for a particular section state that ‘this is a test on capitalization’ but you skip reading that part. You skip
down to the instructions that state ‘You are to look for mistakes in these sentences’ and you start looking for mistakes in ‘punctuation’ instead
of ‘capitalization’. The result could be wasted time looking for mistakes that don’t exist and therefore a poor test score. So make sure you
know what you are being asked to do by reading the directions carefully and completely. Underlining ‘key words’, reading directions ‘twice’
and restating directions can help.
Whenever you are taking a particular section of a test, make sure to ‘budget your time’.
For instance, suppose a particular test section has forty questions and you have only twenty minutes to take it. This means you have
approximately thirty seconds to answer each question. Although some questions may take less time and some may take more, when half the
testing time is gone you should be about half way through the questions. By staying aware of the time and the number of questions left you
stand the best chance of completing the test and receiving a better score.
You can usually answer more questions and therefore have a better score if you ‘complete the easier questions first’.
Most CRCT scores are based on the total number of correct answers whether they are easy or hard for you. Therefore, if you complete all the
easier ones first and then tackle the harder questions, you will most likely get a better score. Just remember to note the questions you skipped,
budget your time and go back to answer as many of the harder questions as you can during the allotted testing time.
TIPS DURING THE TEST:
Relax by taking slow, deep breaths.
Make sure you understand the directions. If you are not sure, ask the teacher for clarification. Read each question carefully.
When you use scratch paper, make sure that you copy the problem correctly from the test onto your paper.
You can underline and make marks on your test to help you while you work, but the only answers that will be scored are those in the
correct place on your answer sheet.
 Try to come up with your own answer before seeing the choices. This will help in choosing the best answer choice available.
 Eliminate answer choices that you know cannot be right.
 Leave a question blank if you are unsure of the answer, then return to it at the end.
 Manage your time. Don't let the pace of others make you nervous. However, don't spend too much time on one question.
 Be sure to answer all of the questions. Review your answers when you have finished the test. Try to stay calm during the test. Remember,
this is a chance for you to how what you know.






The Eagle’s Nest is the official newspaper for the Mitchell County School System (MCSS).
All articles for publication in this newsletter should be electronically submitted to the school media specialist by the 15th of each month.
Visit us on-line at http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us
Produced by: Ruth Lee, Eagle News Coordinator e-mail: Ruth_lee@mitchell.k12.ga.us
Special thanks to everyone who contributed and who helped proof this issue. It is the policy of the Mitchell County School System not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, sex,
religion, national origin, age, or disability in any employment practice, educational program, or any other program, activity or service.
Superintendent: Vic Hill
Schools:
South Mitchell Co. Elem. (SMCES)
Vicki-Hicks, Principal

MCSS Board Chair: Norma Gilpatrick
North Mitchell Co. Elem. (NMCES)
Jacquelyn White, Principal

MCSS Board Vice-Chair: Barbara Reddick
Mitchell Middle (MCMS)
Patricia English, Principal

Mitchell Co. High (MCHS)
Robert Adams, Principal

Parents, if you do not wish for your child’s picture to be placed in the newsletter or on the MCSS web sites, please go to the Central Office to sign a waiver form.
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Birthday Celebration at NMCES
On Monday, March 3, 2014, North Mitchell County Elementary School celebrated
Dr. Seuss’ birthday. Ms. Milligan’s 5th grade class celebrated Dr. Seuss birthday by
having Mrs. Lure Jenkins come and read to the class. Mrs. Jenkins came in and
had all of the students sit around her on the floor while she read the Dr. Seuss book,
Oh, The Thinks You Can Think. As she read, she questioned and talked with the
students about the book. After reading the book to the students,
Mrs. Jenkins presented each student with books for them to keep
and read. She brought enough books to share with every 5th grade
student. She encouraged all of the students to continue to read and to make reading a part of their
everyday life. Mrs. Jenkins is a former Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal, Assistant Superintendent
and Interim Superintendent for the Mitchell County School System. We appreciated Mrs. Jenkins taking
the time out of her busy schedule to come to our school and read to our class.

Rainbow Bracelets
In Ms. Powell’s Pre-K class, the students have learned
about St. Patrick’s Day and other things associated with
the holiday such as shamrocks, pots of gold and
rainbows. In one activity the students had a chance to
make “Rainbow Bracelets” using Fruit Loops and Pipe
cleaners. The students used their math skills and had to
place the colors of the rainbow in order and continue the
pattern until they ran out of fruit loops.

MCHS Road to Graduation/Financial Aid Scavenger Hunt
On March 24, MCHS seniors and their parents attended the Road to Graduation/Financial Aid Scavenger Hunt. The students and their parents
started off the evening by collecting their child’s progress report. At the next station, parents had an opportunity to see various types of
scholarships available to their child and how many their child has completed the application for. At Station 3, the
Hope GPA’s was given out to each student; from there, the parents learned about Senior Week Activities, EOCT’s
exam, Honor’s Night, Graduation info, and final exams
testing schedule. Last, but not least, the parents and students
filled out their FAFSA forms online. Left: Missy Stanaland
and Laura Kelly from Southwest GA Technical College and
Angie Wilson from GA Student Finance Commission were
available to help the parents and students. At each station,
parents were given a token (candy bar) for completing the
station.

SMCES Partners with the Mitchell County Neighborhood Service Center
for Parent Advisory Council and Parenting
By: Tiffiany Simmons
Family Engagement is one thing that South Mitchell County Elementary School thrives for. Therefore, it has been destined that we go into the
community to reach our parents who are not able to come to us. We are truly excited about this partnership. On Thursday, February 20, Ms.
Vicki Hicks and Mrs. Tiffiany Simmons shared information on “The Five Simple Principles to
Engage Every Family.” The information shared helped families understand why family engagement
is essential. The families present were very intrigued about the Community Outreach offered by the
school which led several of them to come out for Parent-Teacher
Conferences that night. They also gave some very good feedback on
what was shared. This partnership has also allowed us the opportunity
to advocate for their engagement in our schools (Mitchell County
School System). We have teamed up with the Parent Advisory
Council at the Neighborhood Service Center and will be going each
month to give parents information about what is going on in our
schools as well as giving them the opportunity to ask questions they
may have about school activities.
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Book Fair
By: Katrina Spence,
NMCES-21st Century
After-School Learning Program Site Coordinator
On February 17, 2014, 21st Century After-School Learning
Program held its annual Book Fair. Students were very
excited about receiving a book. Books were donated by
Church members of Zion Grove Missionary Baptist Church
located in rural Mitchell County.

MCMS’s Holds Eighth Grade Mock Trial

The 8th grade ELA students prepared and presented a mock trial from the results
proposed of the aftermath of The Lord of the Flies. Students had to think about
what they were going to say and how to act. It was a culminating activity that
engaged critical thinking skills to infer what would have happened in possible real
-life. The students were divided into four parts, researched their parts, and
determined the evidence they would use to present to the court about the deaths
that occurred in the novel. The parts varied from prosecution and defense attorneys, to witnesses and the families of the
deceased. Ms. Silvana Jenkins played the role of judge and the students’ performance was an educational way to end the
novel and extend the learning. The mock trial served many purposes. In order to be a proficient participant in the mock trial, students had to
understand the basic plot of the story. More so, a close read was specifically necessary to ensure that participants had all the facts correct. The
mock trial provided each student with a role to display their knowledge. The mock trial served as a way to assess the students’ understanding
of the plot and to extend into critical thinking and inferences. Afterward, the students reflected on their hard work and the possibilities of such
events taking place.

We Need You!
It is time for our schools to make decisions on what programs/activities will be implemented next year for your child. Each school will begin
the revision process this month. We want your input in our schools’ Schoolwide Plans, Parent Involvement Plans, School Improvement Plans,
Parent/Student/Teacher Compacts and the system Parent Involvement and School Improvement Plans and our Consolidated Application.
Please contact your child’s school and volunteer to help make decisions for your child’s school. These decisions will make an impact on his or
her academic program, so call now:
South Elementary – 336-8250 * North Elementary – 336-2118 *Mitchell Middle – 336-0980 * Mitchell High- 336-0970
Families and Schools Working Together! Get Involved!

FFA Members Attend Greenhand Jamboree
COVINGTON, GA – Members of the Mitchell County FFA chapter attended the Georgia FFA Association’s Greenhand Jamboree on March 78, 2014, at the Georgia FFA/FCCLA Center. The theme of the two-day conference was “Catching Fire.” FFA members were challenged to
expand their comfort zones, set goals, and get involved in agricultural education and the FFA. Members of the Georgia state FFA officer team
presented the conference and said they worked to show young agricultural education students the many benefits of becoming a member of the
FFA. “The Greenhand Jamboree is a wonderful opportunity for young FFA members,” said State FFA Vice President, Abbey Gretsch. “It’s
important to start these student’s FFA careers with an engaging, interactive experience, and that is what this conference does.” At the
Greenhand Jamboree, FFA members developed leadership skills such as teamwork and communication, learned the importance of service, took
part in an FFA quiz competition, and met with more than 100 ninth grade FFA
members from across the state of Georgia.
Those Mitchell County FFA members attending the conference included: Allen
Brown, Michael Williams, Armarion Stegall, and Toyas Shannon. With more than
35,000 members, the Georgia FFA Association is the third largest state association in
the nation. The National FFA Organization, formerly known as the Future Farmers of
America, changed its name in 1988 to reflect the growth and diversity of agriculture.
The mission of the FFA organization is to make a positive difference in the lives of
students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and
career success through agricultural education.
Front- Armarion Stegall, Toyas Shannon,
Back: Allen Brown, Michael Williams
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MCMS
CRCT Family Night
On Tuesday, March 4, 2014, Mitchell County Middle
School (MCMS) held its annual CRCT Family Night.
Each year, teachers actively engage parents and the
community in activities designed to help parents
incorporate test taking tips at home prior to the
CRCT. Grade 6 teachers shared a PowerPoint
presentation pertaining to Georgia’s Online Assessment System (OAS) helping parents understand the
importance of test taking strategies. They also shared popular CRCT links, engaged parents in hands-on activities using manipulatives (base ten
blocks, etc.), online CRCT games designed for CRCT practice, and shared brain boosting foods via handouts. Grade 7 teachers and students
also utilized a PowerPoint presentation to model and explain reading, language, math, science, and social studies content to parents. Test taking
tips were shared with parents as well. In Grade 8, parents received a mini lesson in each content area on a specific skill, took quiz, and received
a reward for their participation. The CRCT measures how well students acquire the skills and knowledge described in the state mandated
content standards in reading, English/language arts, math, science, and social studies. MCMS continues to work diligently ensuring that each
student is prepared for the test. The CRCT will be administered April 8-18, 2014.

SMCES DAD’S Dine and Dash
The DADS Club of South Mitchell County Elementary School sponsored its annual Dads Dine and Dash on Wednesday, March 12, 2014. All
dads, uncles, grandfathers, and significant male figures were invited to dash in and eat lunch with their children. Community leaders were
invited to eat with students whose fathers were not be able to attend. Members of the club held this event to help build self esteem and show
support for students especially before the CRCT. Over 100 dads attended and enjoyed a delicious lunch consisting of chili, corn on the cob,
romaine salad, hamburgers, and fruits.

MCHS Sophomores—The Jazz Poetry Cafe
The Jazz Poetry Cafe was put on by the 10th grade English classes, who helped set up and performed poems similar to the ones in their poetry
unit. For several weeks, the students studied poetry and poets of the
Harlem Renaissance era, a time of advancement for African Americans
in arts, music, and other cultural things in the 1920s. Parents were
invited to stay after the parent conferences to enjoy the performances.
We look forward to
doing this again next
year, and hopefully
school
wide.
Band
members added music to
the presentations.
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Getting MAD!
Students in 6th grade are getting M.A.D.! (Mean Absolute Deviation, that is!) In sixth grade, students
are learning to calculate the mean absolute deviation. The definition of M.A.D. is the mean of the
distances of each value from their mean. There are three steps to find the mean absolute
deviation: Step 1: Find the mean of the data set. Step 2: Subtract the mean from all the numbers in
the data set. All of your answers will be positive once you find the absolute value of each difference.
Step 3: Find the mean of the differences.

MCHS Road to
Promotion
By: Blanca Lopez, Eagle News Reporter
MCHS Road to Promotion was held on
March 20, 2014 from 6-7 p.m. The parents
had to navigate through a series of stations.
The first station consisted of reviewing the
School Improvement Plan; next the parents
went to Station 2, which held the Migrant
PAC and ESOL Parent Meetings. At Station
3 parents reviewed Title I documents:
Compact, Parent Involvement Policy, School wide Plan, Budget, etc. The parents
gave their suggestions on how to improve the documents for the FY15 school year.
Then they move to Station 4 where parents picked up their child’s progress report,
transcripts, etc. At Station 5 parents were made aware of the Compass testing,
2014-2015 Calendar, graduation requirements, etc. Finally, at Station 6, parents
went to the Media Center and were introduce to the technology offered at school.
Overall, it was an evening filled with fun educational activities.

SMCES Read Across America Day
The annual Read Across America Day celebration was held on Monday, March 3,
2014 at South Mitchell County Elementary School. The celebration began with a
delicious breakfast consisting of green eggs and ham. South Mitchell Faculty
decided to venture from the traditional celebrity readers that read each year to our
students. Each grade created activities and celebrations to celebrate reading.
Reading activities were integrated all subjects.
Kindergarten and First grade teachers joined together to provide a hallway display
of Dr. Seuss visual aids and centers with activities that centered around Dr. Seuss’
books.

Local VFW Recognizes Ms. Gidjet Bryant
The local chapter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW), Albany, Georgia, recognizes one outstanding teacher in grades K-5, 6-8, and 9-12.
VFW awards educators who exemplify innovative teaching and resource development methods, as well as his or her dedication to education. On
Tuesday, February 18, 2014, Ms. Gidjet Bryant, an 8th Grade Reading/Language Arts teacher, received the Citizenship Educational Award.
Nominated by one of her ELA her co-workers, Ms. Bryant received recognition at the local and district levels. From there, selected winners are
forwarded to the Department-level (state-level). Once they are judged on a state level, the winners are passed along to VFW National
Headquarters for consideration in the national awards contest. We congratulate Ms. Bryant and all other educators who are innovative in their
quest to effectively educate children. Thank you Ms. Bryant!
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Differentiating Instruction for MCMS 6th Graders

In effort to bridge the achievement gap, the 6th grade math teachers are implementing new differentiated instructional strategies. Students are
more engaged when they are presented lessons that cater to their learning styles, readiness, and interests. Mrs. Williams stated, “I was excited
to see Deshawn Sherman willing to get before the class to present a PowerPoint that he produced explaining how to find the surface area of a
rectangular prism.” The project was a performance task that allowed the students to demonstrate their knowledge of polyhedrons and surface
area. Presenting the PowerPoints gave the students the opportunity to speak the language of the standard. By explaining how to find the surface
area, the concepts were solidified in the students’ schemata. Another strategy that encourages students to speak the language of the standard
and explain different concepts is incorporating the round table group activity. The students are excited to share their points of view and are
engaged in the learning process. This strategy also allows the teacher to make informal assessments that will be used to determine readiness as
well as interest.
The multiple intelligences are also considered when the teachers plan for learning. Ms. Morman and Mrs. Williams assessed that many of their
students enjoy getting out of their seats and moving around. The teachers decided to use this desire to the students’ advantage academically.
When teaching absolute value, the teachers made a life size number line in the 6th grade hallway. The students were able to count the number of
tiles between an integer on the number line and zero. The students found that the integer and its opposite had the same number of tiles between
zero. They deduced that regardless of the sign of the integer, the distance from zero is always positive. The students enjoy lessons that engage
them and are more apt to participate during the lessons if they find it challenging and meaningful. “Keeping the students motivated is a key
element in middle school.” states Mrs. Williams. “We work hard at getting to know our students and their interest so that we can be better
teachers,” agrees Ms. Morman.

Comprehensive Local Education Agency Plan (CLIP) for Mitchell County
The Comprehensive Local Education Agency Plan (CLIP) for Mitchell County is currently available for review by stakeholders for the 20142015 school year. The CLIP is available for review on Mitchell County School System’s web site via this online link (Descriptors and
Implementation Plans), http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us/Departments/FederalPrograms/ConsolidatedApplication/tabid/12483/Default.aspx; in
the Mitchell County Elementary Schools, Middle School, and High School, Superintendent’s Office, and at the office of Federal Programs.
A Stakeholder’s Comment Form is available for all stakeholder comments concerning the CLIP at this link:
http://www.mitchell.k12.ga.us/Portals/Mitchell/docs/Stakeholder%20Comment%20Form.pdf. Please direct questions and/or written comments
to: Vickie Smith, Federal Programs Coordinator, 108 South Harney Street, Camilla, Georgia 31730, 229-336-2156 ext. 1003,
Vickie_smith@mitchell.k12.ga.us

North Mitchell County Elementary Read Across America Celebration 2014
By: Mrs. LaJuana Smith
On Monday, March 3, 2014, the faculty, staff, and students celebrated “Read Across America.” Many of faculty and staff wore special t-shirts
along with Dr. Seuss hats. The entire school enjoyed green eggs and ham for breakfast. The students enjoyed many guest readers who came
and read a variety books. Our special guests came from all walks of life. They were television personalities, retired educators, grandparents,
community supporters, and school system employees. All of our special guests were presented certificates of appreciation along with
refreshments.
Our student body assembled in the gymnasium to sing the “Read Across America Song” and take the “Read Across America
Oath.” The students paid close attention as Ms. K. Knowlin, NMCES Teacher of the Year, read The Cat In the Hat Is Back! The funny hyming
book was very entertaining. The student body was treated to an afternoon of cake, cupcakes, cookies and punch. An enjoyable time was had
by all that attended. On behalf of the North Mitchell County Elementary School family, I would like to thank all of our special guests for
coming out and spending time with our students. A “special thank-you” goes out to Mrs. Lure Jenkins for
donating books to our fifth grade students. We would also like to thank Fox-31, Kerri Copella for coming and
highlighting our school on this special day. To the faculty and staff of North Mitchell County Elementary
School, thank you for your support in encouraging our students to read.
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Caught In the Act!!! Highlighting April Star Students…
Carlton Crump and Kyra O’Bryant
Are our Star Students of the Month in Mrs. K. William’s Social Studies Classes.
Carlton from Ms. S. Thomas’s class and Kyra from Mrs. K. Williams’ class, has been identified as
hardworking and are always on task in every class. They work well in group/peer settings and have a positive
attitude for learning. Kyra recently joined the SMCES family and has been on point with her work ethics and
motivates her peers to rise above the norm. At any moment’s notice she is ready to carry out any tasks
assigned to her with an attitude of excellence. She has been nominated for the gifted program in Mitchell County and was in the gifted program
at her previous school. Carlton is a joy to teach and has such a pleasant aura. He does his best and gives his all to master the standards set
before him. He has been “Caught Doing Good” and displaying an awesome character on numerous occasions. They are definitely STAR
quality! These students will be announced on WBEN. Their posters will also go up on our Wall of Fame! They will also be awarded prize
bags filled with all kinds of goodies from Mrs. K. Williams which include a dress down coupon from the principal! Because you work so hard
to do your best, we want to show our appreciation for all you do here at South Mitchell Elementary School! Thank you both for all you do to
learn and have fun learning. Inquiring minds want to know….Who will be Next?

Strike
By: Darrius Hicks, MCHS Eagle New Reporter
On March 17, seventeen of Mitchell County’s students went on a “men’s” bowling trip. The trip
was to the Bowl-a-Rama in Albany, GA. The trip was sponsored by St. Peter A.M.E. Church along
with supportive churches, organizations and individuals. The trip was for bowling, of course, as
well as bowling etiquette. After finishing their games, the students settled on the bus and listened to
some wise words from their chaperones. “The best way to
be successful is to be positive,” said Mr. Williams, father of
Anfernee Williams. “I see young men make wrong choices
every day because of negative actions,” said Joe White. Other than education, respect and appearance
were also major to the discussion at hand. “Respect for your parents, teachers, and authority is
essential to the steps of success,” said Mr. Jerome Jester. “It’s a shame…” said Mr. Jenkins “that
young men like to wear their pants low because it shows a lack of respect.”
In conclusion, the bowling trip brought knowledge, experience, and thought-provoking questions to
the minds of seventeen young men. Special thanks to everyone for their support.

NMCES 5th Grade Celebrates
CHAMPS Graduation
On February 26, 2014, North Mitchell Elementary held its annual CHAMPS
graduation. Parents, friends, and supporters attended the event which culminated
the 20 week long program taught by Deputy Hayes with the Mitchell County
Sheriff’s Department. This was Deputy Hayes first year teaching the program.
Students learned about many topics including choices and consequences, peer
pressure, ATV safety, child abduction and home alone safety, alcohol, as well as drugs such as marijuana, cocaine, and meth. Fifth grade
students were proud to share what they learned. “I enjoyed the stopping violence lesson. It taught me about treating others the way I want to be
treated. Violence is not nice.” stated Shi’Kerria Trice. Bobby Beck enjoyed the ATV safety lesson. He said, ”ATV’s are fun to ride, and I need
to be safe when on one.” Students completed activities with each lesson, wrote an essay, and created a
poster to demonstrate their knowledge level. Fifty-two students received their certificates during the
ceremony. Each class had an essay and poster winner. Overall, first
place winners were: essay –Elizabeth Mote; poster- Keirstin
Lawson; 2nd place- essay- Amyah Frazier; poster- Jimmy Walker;
3rd place essay-Nancy Averitt; poster-Jalen Perkins. “Today’s
students face dangers older generations could not have imagined.
Choosing Healthy Activities and Methods Promoting Safety
(C.H.A.M.P.S.) was founded in 2003 by the Georgia Sheriffs’
Association to address these urgent challenges. The program was
started in Mitchell County Schools in 2005,” stated Deputy Hayes, “and we are pleased to have a 100%
Graduation rate at North Mitchell County Elementary School.” We are very proud of all the students and thank Deputy Hayes, Sheriff
Bozeman, and the Sheriff’s Department for teaching our kids such valuable life skills. Thank you also goes to all the sponsors of prizes given to
winners.
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Sweetheart’s Luncheon at NMCES

Students were joined by their parents to enjoy a special sweetheart luncheon at noon Friday to
celebrate Valentine’s Day, February 14. All classes K4 – 5th grades participated in the big day.
The Sweetheart luncheon was a big success at NMCES. Following the structure of the Parent
Involvement Plan, parents are encouraged to come to the school to be with their children. We had
a great turnout and everyone really seemed to enjoy that special time with their loved ones. Many
thanks to all who helped with the planning and preparation. A big shout out to our wonderful lunch
and custodial staff for all of their hard work. Without all of your efforts, the luncheon would not
have been possible.! As always, thank you for your support and commitment in your children’s
education.

Special Recognition
to..
Kelsey Donaldson
Kelsey, a
SMCES 2nd
grader, lead
the audience
in the Pledge
of Allegiance
at the regular
December
meeting of the
Board of
Education on
March 18,
2014.

My favorite singer is my mom because she loves
singing to me. She loves music just like me. She
loves to sing while doing laundry. My mom sings
every night to me. She even sings when she cooks.
I love my mom. She sings like an angel. I love when
my mom sings to me. We go outside and dance
after she gets her phone. She plays music. I love to
go and dance with my mom. By: William Clark

SMCES Observes Music in
Our Schools

March has been officially designated by the National
Association for Music Education for observance of
Music In Our Schools Month. This is the time of year
when music education becomes a focus for schools
across the nation. Music teacher, Jade Anderson, took
the opportunity to focus even more on music and the benefits music can have to all generations. One
activity done with the fourth and fifth grade students was to write about “How Music Make You
Feel” and “Who is Your Favorite Musician and Why.” The teacher focused on famous musicians
including Louis Armstrong, Ray Charles and Tchaikovsky.
Hi, my name is Saniyah Hammonds and today I am going to
talk about Mariah Carey. Mariah Carey started singing at a
young age. When Mariah Carey started singing, she was
happy and she even went in talent shows. One day her sister
died from AIDS. When she heard her sister died, she wrote
a song called “One Sweet Day” and she had a group of men
with her going through a lot too and that really touched my
heart. That’s why my favorite musician is Mariah Carey.
By: Saniyah Hammond

Music makes me happy. There are three reasons
why I like music. The first reason I like music is
because it makes me want to sing and become a
famous song-writer. The second reason is that I
like to dance off of music. Music really calms me
down when I’m upset about something. The last
reason I like music is because I would like to
become a famous singer some day.
By: Diamond Bell
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Math Tournament

On Saturday, March 8 our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade
students competed in the Georgia Southwestern
State
University
Junior
Mathematics
Tournament that was held at Georgia
Southwestern University in Americus, Georgia.
The tournament was designed to recognize
accomplishments in mathematics by students
from 3rd grade through 8th grade, to allow
outstanding mathematics students meet and
compete with each other, and to promote public interest in
mathematics. We selected 10 outstanding mathematics students from
each grade to compete against other outstanding same-grade students
from other schools. We were proud to have a 3rd grader, Iyen Butler, to
win 4th place in the competition. There were over 15 different schools
from southwest Georgia that competed in the tournament.

Congratulations
To ...
A’Miracle Jones, Shonbreka
Holton and Deaundra Hill was
selected to play in the
prestigious 2014 Southwest
Georgia High School Boys and
Girls All Star Basketball Game
that was held on Saturday,
March 22, 2014, at Darton State
College. The games featured
the Albany Area All Stars verses
the SW GA All Stars.

MCHS Students
Participate in
American Legion
Oratorical Contest

Orenthal Spence, Blanca Lopez
and Xavier Aytch (shown above)
each had to write a essay/speech
and then present it. Xavier took
first place at the high school and
then travel to Darton College to
participate in the region contest
where he placed 3rd.

If you have trouble scanning,
drop by the MCHS Media
Center for help.
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Baseball Schedule:
April 3: Home against Webster County High
April 4: Home against Seminole County High
April 8: Away against Baconton Charter
April 10: Home against Pelham High
April 15: Home against Miller County
April 16: Home against Terrell County
Game time 5 p.m.

Back Row (left to right) - Coach Cornelius, Eric Rojas, Jordan Williams, Derrickal Bell, Ben Jackson, Kamaih Gardner, Jerald Bryant,
Alex Dever, Josh King, Kendarius Silas, Julius Hurst, Montavius Griffin, Coach Zeigler.
Front Row (left to right) - Enrique Carmona, Kendrick Pollard, Milik Rhodes, Justin Wynn, Kezian Jackson, Geondrea Carswell,
Vernon Johnson, Timothy Williams

Black History Facts at SMCES
During February the 5th graders in their Social Studies class studied Black History. The standard and element correlated so well with the
month’s theme. The standard SS5H8-Historical Understandings: Describe the importance of key people, events, and developments between
1950—1975. One of the events discussed was the Civil Rights Movement which centered around the struggle for civil rights after years of
discrimination and segregation. Segregation is a system of laws used by whites to control African Americans and keep the two groups
separate. The Social Studies classes were all ears when their teacher Ms. B. Williams could actually relate to the “white only” signs displayed
that were at Dairy Queen, the Enterprise (once was the Camilla Movie Theatre), and the downtown Camilla Courthouse to name a few. Ms.
Williams also attended and was the a part of last all “black” class to graduate from Camilla Consolidated School (present day Walker-Inman/
RESA building) class of 1970. The classes were also visited by Ms. Wilma D. Facison who among 5 or 6 other black students decided to be a
part of history and be the 1st to attend an all “white” school MCHS (present day Mitchell County Board office/ Boys and Girls club). Ms.
Facison told the classes how anxious, fearful and excited she was about the big change. There was one incident she remembered when a
group of “white boys” tried to trip her (that incident was addressed and immediately dealt with). All in all she was treated fairly by most of the
girls and the all-white faculty and staff. Ms. Davis only attended the year 1966-67. She decided to go back to CCS and join her senior class
for graduation. The school year 1970-71 was the year total integration began.

Track Schedule:
April 11-Away at Westover High at 4:30 p.m.
April 17-Home—Region Meet at 10:30 a.m.
April 26-Home-Sectional Meet at 10:30 a.m.

Federick Shelton, Anthony Murray, Jahleel Hicks, Anthony Thomas, Deme trius
Jones, Anfrenee Williams, Tronell Chester, McKinely West, Quentin Thomas

Adrianna Harvey, Kayla Lawrence, Akerian Florence,
Talissa Benton, Kelsee Broadway
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Mitchell County School System’s Calendar: April 2014
South Mitchell County Elementary

School System Calendar

3/31

March 31-April 3: CRCT-M Testing

10

Board Work Session at 6:30 p.m.

4

CRCT Pep Rally at 1 p.m.

15

Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

8-18

SLO/CRCT Testing 8:30-11:30 a.m.

21-25

Spring Break

11

Transportation Day—1st grade

28

PLU Day/Student Holiday

29

Career Day—2nd Grade
North Mitchell County Elementary

1-3

CRCE-M Test

3

Help A Child Smile Dental Mobile

4

CRCT Fun Day

8-18

CRCT Tests

10

Career Day 1st and 2nd grade

11

CRCT/SLO Make-up

15

NMCES Presentation at Board Meeting-6:30 p.m.

17

Kindergarten Chee-haw Trip/Health Fair 10–2 p.m.

29-30

21st Century Afterschool Make-up Days

Mitchell County High School
3

FFA Banquet

7

SLO’s administered from April 7-11, April 14-15

16-18

Benchmark exams

Mark Your Calendar Now!!

Mitchell County Honor’s Night:
May 29
Mitchell County High School’s
Graduation: May 30

Mitchell County Middle School
18

Eagle’s Bash

May 1: Book Fair Begins
May 2: 8th Grade Prom

MCHS Culinary Arts Eagle’s Nest
Catering Presents:
“The Casserole Connection”
As a fundraiser and learning tool, the culinary arts students will be
preparing casseroles each week for sale. The orders will need to be placed
the Monday prior to pick-up on Wednesdays. If you don’t want to cook
them that day, you can wait a couple of days or they all freeze well! Also,
please feel free to place all of your orders in advance if you prefer.
Schedule:
April 2-Homemade Lasagna * April 9-Chicken and Almond Casserole
April 16-Shepherd’s Pie * April 30-King Ranch Chicken
May 7- Poppy Seed Chicken * May 14-Turkey & Spinach Lasagna
May 21-Chicken, Wild Rice & Green Bean * May 28-Stuffed Shells
Prices are: $10 for a 9” round (feeds 2-4 people) or $20 for a 13 x 9
(feeds 6-10 people). Email your order to:
lillibel_wingate@mitchell.k12.ga.us or leave a message at 229-403-1840
(Lillibel Wingate) or 336-2170. Make checks payable to: MCHS. Pick up
times are between 11:30 - 12:45 or 3:40 -5:00 on Wednesdays. If these
times are not convenient, please call to make other arrangements.
PICKUP LOCATION-Ms. Wingate’s classroom…go to the back of
MCHS where the track is located. You will see two green dumpsters; to
the left is a brick wall-go through the gate and you will see two double
doors that lead directly into Ms. Wingate’s room.

GMWA-South Georgia Chapter Music Workshop of America
Ronald Spence-Chapter Rep.

