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Congratulations to.. 

Orenthal Spence 
Orenthal has been asked to 

be on the FFA officer team 

to introduce the Opening 

Ceremonies at the 86th 

Georgia FFA Convention.  

He was one of six students 

from across the state 

selected for this honor.   

Vic Hill, MCSS Superintendent 

CRCT  Testing 

April 8-15 

And 

Spring Break 

April 21-25 

SMCES READ, READ, READ!! 
In January, the Kindergarten students at S.M.C.E.S. began taking AR tests.  Ms. Audrey Wallace saw the 

excitement on her studentsô faces, which encouraged her to challenge them to READ, READ, READ!!! 

Ms. Wallace motivated her students by promising them a ñSpecial Surprise.ò  The top two readers in her 

class were Rhyan Simmons (1st Place ï 38 books) and Roderick White (2nd Place ï 19 books). These two 

students received a gift card from McDonaldôs 

and an Accelerated Reader Certificate. The 

entire class read 154 books in all!!! WAY TO 

GO!!! Ms. Wallace also rewarded ALL students 

by presenting them with an Accelerated Reader 

Certificate. Ms. Wallace is very proud of her 

students and is looking forward to more students 

working toward this goal for the 4th nine weeks. 

Keep up the GREAT Reading!!!  

MCHS Students Win at  

National History Day Competition  
On March 11, 2014, MCHS students Vanessa Santillan, Matt Winfree, David Aaron and Shurnika Silas 

competed in the regional National History Day competition held at Thomas County High School.  

Santillan and Winfree competed in the group website category with their project about the Trail of Tears.  

Aaron and Silas competed in the group website category with their project about the founding of Tuskegee 

University.  Both teams took home top honors in the group website category and are now qualified to enter 

the state National History Day Competition.  The state competition will be held at Mercer University on 

April 26.    National History Day is an academic competition where students research a historical event in 

regards to a nationally selected theme.  The theme for 

2014 is rights and responsibilities.  Students must use 

primary and secondary sources, write a process paper, 

write an annotated bibliography and then create a 

project to present their findings.  MCHS students spent 

many hours researching.  Trips to the Albany State 

University Library and New Echota Historical Site 

provided students the opportunity to seek assistance 

with primary and secondary sources about their topics. 

Left:  Vanessa Santillan, Stephanie Gagnon (advisor), 

David Aaron, Shurnika Silas, Nancee Knight (advisor), 

Matt Winfree.   

North Mitchell County Elementary School's 

 National Young Scholars 
North Mitchell County Elementary School is proud to announce the 2014  National Young Scholars. 

These students were nominated by their teachers, Mrs. R. Richter, Ms. J. Mullins, and Mrs. J. Howard, 

based on personal strengths and leadership abilities. They are: Jaquavion Daniels, Danyall Brown, Caleb 

Neal, Jaden Williams, Krystaline Jefferson, Kelvin Washington, and Felicity Palmer. These students are 

invited to William Peace University in Raleigh, North Carolina this summer for hands-on workshops on 

CSI, Engineering, Medicine, Problem Solving, and Teambuilding. Congratulations to our young scholars 

and their families. 

SACS/AdvancED External  Review Team will be here March 30-April 2, 

2014, for the Mitchell County School System's Accreditation Review. 
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The Counselorôs Corner at SMCES 

CRCT Test Taking Tips and Strategies 
 By: Tiffiany Simmons 

Get a good nightôs sleep before each testing day.  
Itôs hard to concentrate on the questions if all you feel like doing is putting your head down and going to sleep. So, 

that means no late practices or games, no late night T.V., cell phone calls, or internet chatting. Your friends will 

understand since they have to take the same test as you. 

  

Eat a light, nutritious breakfast each morning before testing.  
Food is the fuel that powers every part of your body, including your brain. So, having breakfast can keep your brain alert and improve your test 

scores. However, donôt eat a huge breakfast ï this can have the opposite effect and cause you to be sleepy. Excess sugar, caffeine and chocolate 

milk should also be avoided. Although sugar or caffeine will give you óquick energy;ô they also wear off óvery quicklyô and can leave you 

feeling tired by the time you get to testing. Fruits, carbohydrates such as breads and non-sugary cereals, and proteins such as eggs work 

best to give you testing energy. 
  

Be sure to óread directions completely for each section of the testô.  
For instance, suppose the directions for a particular section state that óthis is a test on capitalizationô but you skip reading that part. You skip 

down to the instructions that state óYou are to look for mistakes in these sentencesô and you start looking for mistakes in ópunctuationô instead 

of ócapitalizationô. The result could be wasted time looking for mistakes that donôt exist and therefore a poor test score. So make sure you 

know what you are being asked to do by reading the directions carefully and completely. Underlining ókey wordsô, reading directions ótwiceô 

and restating directions can help. 

  

Whenever you are taking a particular section of a test, make sure to óbudget your timeô.  
For instance, suppose a particular test section has forty questions and you have only twenty minutes to take it. This means you have 

approximately thirty seconds to answer each question. Although some questions may take less time and some may take more, when half the 

testing time is gone you should be about half way through the questions. By staying aware of the time and the number of questions left you 

stand the best chance of completing the test and receiving a better score. 

  

You can usually answer more questions and therefore have a better score if you ócomplete the easier questions firstô.  
Most CRCT scores are based on the total number of correct answers whether they are easy or hard for you. Therefore, if you complete all the 

easier ones first and then tackle the harder questions, you will most likely get a better score. Just remember to note the questions you skipped, 

budget your time and go back to answer as many of the harder questions as you can during the allotted testing time. 

  

 TIPS DURING THE TEST: 

¶ Relax by taking slow, deep breaths. 

¶ Make sure you understand the directions. If you are not sure, ask the teacher for clarification.  Read each question carefully. 

¶ When you use scratch paper, make sure that you copy the problem correctly from the test onto your paper. 

¶ You can underline and make marks on your test to help you while you work, but the only answers that will be scored are those in the 

correct place on your answer sheet. 

¶ Try to come up with your own answer before seeing the choices. This will help in choosing the best answer choice available. 

¶ Eliminate answer choices that you know cannot be right. 

¶ Leave a question blank if you are unsure of the answer, then return to it at the end. 

¶ Manage your time. Don't let the pace of others make you nervous. However, don't spend too much time on one question. 

¶ Be sure to answer all of the questions.  Review your answers when you have finished the test. Try to stay calm during the test. Remember, 

this is a chance for you to how what you know. 
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Birthday Celebration at NMCES 
On Monday, March 3, 2014, North Mitchell County Elementary School celebrated 

Dr. Seussô birthday. Ms. Milliganôs 5th grade class celebrated Dr. Seuss birthday by 

having Mrs. Lure Jenkins come and read to the class.  Mrs. Jenkins came in and 

had all of the students sit around her on the floor while she read the Dr. Seuss book, 

Oh, The Thinks You Can Think. As she read, she questioned and talked with the 

students about the book.  After reading the book to the students, 

Mrs. Jenkins presented each student with books for them to keep 

and read.  She brought enough books to share with every 5th grade 

student.  She encouraged all of the students to continue to read and to make reading a part of their 

everyday life.  Mrs. Jenkins is a former Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal, Assistant Superintendent 

and Interim Superintendent for the Mitchell County School System.  We appreciated Mrs. Jenkins taking 

the time out of her busy schedule to come to our school and read to our class.  

SMCES Partners with the Mitchell County Neighborhood Service Center  

for Parent Advisory Council and Parenting 
By:  Tiffiany Simmons 

Family Engagement is one thing that South Mitchell County Elementary School thrives for. Therefore, it has been destined that we go into the 

community to reach our parents who are not able to come to us. We are truly excited about this partnership. On Thursday, February 20,  Ms. 

Vicki Hicks and Mrs. Tiffiany Simmons shared information on ñThe Five Simple Principles to 

Engage Every Family.ò The information shared helped families understand why family engagement 

is essential. The families present were very intrigued about the Community Outreach offered by the 

school which led several of them to come out for Parent-Teacher 

Conferences that night. They also gave some very good feedback on 

what was shared.  This partnership has also allowed us the opportunity 

to advocate for their engagement in our schools (Mitchell County 

School System). We have teamed up with the Parent Advisory 

Council at the Neighborhood Service Center  and will be going each 

month to give parents information about what is going on in our 

schools as well as giving them the opportunity to ask questions they 

may have about school activities.  

Rainbow Bracelets 
In Ms. Powellôs Pre-K class, the students have learned 

about St. Patrickôs Day and other things associated with 

the holiday such as shamrocks, pots of gold and 

rainbows.  In one activity the students had a chance to 

make ñRainbow Braceletsò using Fruit Loops and Pipe 

cleaners.  The students used their math skills and had to 

place the colors of the rainbow in order and continue the 

pattern until they ran out of fruit loops.    

MCHS Road to Graduation/Financial Aid Scavenger Hunt 
On March 24, MCHS seniors and their parents attended the Road to Graduation/Financial Aid Scavenger Hunt.  The students and their parents 

started off the evening by collecting their childôs progress report.  At the next station,  parents had an opportunity to see various types of 

scholarships available to their child and how many their child has completed the application for.  At Station 3, the 

Hope GPAôs was given out to each student; from there, the parents learned about Senior Week Activities, EOCTôs 

exam, Honorôs Night, Graduation info, and final exams 

testing schedule.  Last, but not least, the parents and students 

filled out their FAFSA forms online.   Left:  Missy Stanaland 

and Laura Kelly from Southwest GA Technical College and 

Angie Wilson from GA Student Finance Commission were 

available to  help the parents and students.  At each station, 

parents were given a token (candy bar) for completing the  

station.   
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Book Fair 
By:  Katrina Spence,  

NMCES-21st Century  

After-School Learning Program Site Coordinator 

On February 17, 2014, 21st Century After-School Learning 

Program held its annual Book Fair.   Students were very 

excited about receiving a book.  Books were donated by 

Church members of Zion Grove Missionary Baptist Church 

located in rural Mitchell County. 

FFA Members Attend Greenhand Jamboree 
COVINGTON, GA ï Members of the Mitchell County FFA chapter attended the Georgia FFA Associationôs Greenhand Jamboree on March 7-

8, 2014, at the Georgia FFA/FCCLA Center.   The theme of the two-day conference was ñCatching Fire.ò FFA members were challenged to 

expand their comfort zones, set goals, and get involved in agricultural education and the FFA. Members of the Georgia state FFA officer team 

presented the conference and said they worked to show young agricultural education students the many benefits of becoming a member of the 

FFA.  ñThe Greenhand Jamboree is a wonderful opportunity for young FFA members,ò said State FFA Vice President, Abbey Gretsch. ñItôs 

important to start these studentôs FFA careers with an engaging, interactive experience, and that is what this conference does.ò  At the 

Greenhand Jamboree, FFA members developed leadership skills such as teamwork and communication, learned the importance of service, took 

part in an FFA quiz competition, and met with more than 100 ninth grade FFA 

members from across the state of Georgia. 

 

Those Mitchell County FFA members attending the conference included:  Allen 

Brown, Michael Williams, Armarion Stegall, and Toyas Shannon. With more than 

35,000 members, the Georgia FFA Association is the third largest state association in 

the nation. The National FFA Organization, formerly known as the Future Farmers of 

America, changed its name in 1988 to reflect the growth and diversity of agriculture. 

The mission of the FFA organization is to make a positive difference in the lives of 

students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and 

career success through agricultural education. 

Front- Armarion Stegall, Toyas Shannon,  

Back:  Allen Brown, Michael Williams 

MCMSôs Holds Eighth Grade Mock Trial 
The 8th grade ELA students prepared and presented a mock trial from the results 

proposed of the aftermath of The Lord of the Flies. Students had to think about 

what they were going to say and how to act. It was a culminating activity that 

engaged critical thinking skills to infer what would have happened in possible real

-life. The students were divided into four parts, researched their parts, and 

determined the evidence they would use to present to the court about the deaths 

that occurred in the novel. The parts varied from prosecution and defense attorneys, to witnesses and the families of the 

deceased. Ms. Silvana Jenkins played the role of judge and the studentsô performance was an educational way to end the 

novel and extend the learning.  The mock trial served many purposes. In order to be a proficient participant in the mock trial, students had to 

understand the basic plot of the story. More so, a close read was specifically necessary to ensure that participants had all the facts correct. The 

mock trial provided each student with a role to display their knowledge. The mock trial served as a way to assess the studentsô understanding 

of the plot and to extend into critical thinking and inferences. Afterward, the students reflected on their hard work and the possibilities of such 

events taking place.  

We Need You! 
It is time for our schools to make decisions on what programs/activities will be implemented next year for your child.  Each school will begin 

the revision process this month.  We want your input in our schoolsô Schoolwide Plans, Parent Involvement Plans, School Improvement Plans, 

Parent/Student/Teacher Compacts and the system Parent Involvement and School Improvement Plans and our Consolidated Application.  

Please contact your childôs school and volunteer to help make decisions for your childôs school.  These decisions will make an impact on his or 

her academic program, so call now:   

South Elementary ï 336-8250  *  North Elementary ï 336-2118   *Mitchell Middle ï 336-0980 * Mitchell High- 336-0970 

Families and Schools Working Together!  Get Involved! 
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MCHS SophomoresðThe Jazz Poetry Cafe  
The Jazz Poetry Cafe was put on by the 10th grade English classes, who helped set up and performed poems similar to the ones in their poetry 

unit. For several weeks, the students studied poetry and poets of the 

Harlem Renaissance era, a time of advancement for African Americans 

in arts, music, and other cultural things in the 1920s. Parents were 

invited to stay after the parent conferences to enjoy  the performances.  

 

We look forward to 

doing this again next 

year, and hopefully 

school wide. Band 

members added music to 

the presentations.  

 

MCMS  

CRCT Family Night 
On Tuesday, March 4, 2014, Mitchell County Middle 

School (MCMS) held its annual CRCT Family Night. 

Each year, teachers actively engage parents and the 

community in activities designed to help parents 

incorporate test taking tips at home prior to the 

CRCT. Grade 6 teachers shared a PowerPoint 

presentation pertaining to Georgiaôs Online Assessment System (OAS) helping parents understand the 

importance of test taking strategies. They also shared popular CRCT links, engaged parents in hands-on activities using manipulatives (base ten 

blocks, etc.), online CRCT games designed for CRCT practice, and shared brain boosting foods via handouts. Grade 7 teachers and students 

also utilized a PowerPoint presentation to model and explain reading, language, math, science, and social studies content to parents. Test taking 

tips were shared with parents as well. In Grade 8, parents received a mini lesson in each content area on a specific skill, took quiz, and received 

a reward for their participation.  The CRCT measures how well students acquire the skills and knowledge described in the state mandated 

content standards in reading, English/language arts, math, science, and social studies. MCMS continues to work diligently ensuring that each 

student is prepared for the test. The CRCT will be administered April 8-18, 2014.   

SMCES DADôS Dine and Dash 
The DADS Club of South Mitchell County Elementary School sponsored its annual Dads Dine and Dash on Wednesday, March 12, 2014. All 

dads, uncles, grandfathers, and significant male figures were invited to dash in and eat lunch with their children. Community leaders were 

invited to eat with students whose fathers were not be able to attend. Members of the club held this event to help build self esteem and show 

support for students especially before the CRCT. Over 100 dads attended and enjoyed a delicious lunch consisting of chili, corn on the cob, 

romaine salad, hamburgers, and fruits.    


