SMH Quidnessett
October 2017
Dear Quidnessett Families,
Happy Autumn! Your children have transitioned back to school beautifully. They are enjoying
the newly painted benches on the playground as well as the new hopscotch and four square
areas on the playground. We are all grateful for the new Recess Equipment Cart, balls and jump
ropes that were generously donated by a member of the community.
Classes have already started our yearly fields trips which bring a better understanding and
appreciation of our beautiful shoreline to our students. As you may recall, during the past two
years we enjoyed boat adventures, shoreline and marsh adventures with “Save the Bay.” This
year we are discovering a new local jewel, The Norman Bird Sanctuary. This is indeed a gem. I
hope that you and your families will visit as a family one weekend. They offer many unique
opportunities at a reasonable cost, and sometimes free. http://normanbirdsanctuary.org/
Thank you all for taking time to come to our Open Houses. The teachers were all delighted to
meet you. I would also like to thank the many parents who took time to register on our Aspen
Portal. This will make communication with your child’s teacher and our school so much easier.
As October progresses, we are looking forward to a successful conclusion of our PTO
Fundraiser, our first Family Engagement Dinner, our famous “Pumpkin Patch” and Book Fair.
Thank you for your enthusiastic support of all of these events sponsored by our dedicated PTO.
We would love to have new members on our PTO. We are especially in need of a secretary
right now. Our first PTO meeting of the year is Tuesday, Oct. 3rd at 6:00 pm. We hope you can
join us. In addition, we are looking for many volunteers to help out at our Pumpkin Patch. This
fun event will help you get to know your child’s school friends as well as for you to meet new
people and make new friends.
Our first Family Center After-School programs begin this week, Oct 3rd. Cindy Bowe and
Amanda Sauro have diligently arranged for fun and engaging programs to excite and educate
our students. Please be sure to look for their flyer. In addition, please be sure to mark your
calendars for the Family Center’s “Family Lunches” the week of October 16th.
Thank you all for your continued support of your child and our school.
Best,
Louise Denette, Principal

Updates from the Social
Worker
Happy New School Year!
As always we love having all of our
students here every day! Starting in
October, students that have perfect
attendance each month will be
recognized at the end of the month.
I have included some information
about the importance of attendance
at school.
Sincerely,
School Social Worker
Beth Welshman, LICSW

From the Clinic
Welcome back and Happy Fall!!!!
I am happy to meet all the new
students who started at Quidnessett
this year and to see all students who
attended Quid last year and how they
have grown over the Summer!
Just a couple of notes regarding
medication and absences.
If your child will be out of school,
please call the clinic at 541-6363.
Please state your child’s name and
reason for absence so that I can
better track illnesses at the school.

A child’s exclusion from physical
education will be honored ONLY with
a doctor’s written request.
If your child needs medication at
school (including inhalers, Advil or
any medication),the medication must
be brought to school in the “original”
labeled container and I must have a
physician’s order. PLEASE, DO NOT
send medications to school with the
child. It is always the responsibility of
the parent to bring the medication to
school. I will also need you to sign
the medication in and sign a release
so that I can give it at school.
If you have not returned your
“yellow” emergency card, please do
so as soon as possible.
Fall is a beautiful time of year, but
many students suffer from
environmental allergies. If your child
suffers from this type of an allergy,
and they have been prescribed
medication before school, please be
sure to administer it before school so
that they can be as comfortable as
possible to promote learning.
IMPORTANT DATE
The Wellness Company will be
hosting a Flu Clinic at Quidnessett on
Tuesday, October 10th from 4-6:30
PM.

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED
INFORMATION REGARDING THE FLU
CLINIC
I look forward, as always, to a safe
and healthy school year.
Mrs. Micheli/ School Nurse
SMH QES Family Center News
The Family Center has been an integral part
of the QES community for the last 12 years
and we are excited to embark on year 13.
The Family Center supports students and
families with school supply giveaways,
family engagement events, the Blessings In
A Backpack program, summer programming
and after school enrichment opportunities.
Cindy Bowe has returned to QES after ten
years as Site Coordinator at the DMS
Family Center and Amanda Sauro is back
for her third year as the QES Parent
Liaison. We look forward to creating and
growing our relationships with the QES
families, students & staff.
After School Programs - Our Fall 1
Session of After School Programming
begins on October 3rd and will run until
November 2nd. Programs will meet on
Tuesday & Thursday afternoons until 4:25.
Due to changes in funding, you will notice
that the amount of offerings is less than
years past. The good news is that offerings
will still be high quality, fun, safe and include
an educational component. To help us
increase the amount of after school
programs we can offer, please consider
volunteering your time and talent for a
session or two! Below are our planned
session dates. *Please note that these
dates are subject to change.

*After School Session Dates
1st Session 10/3 - 11/2
2nd Session 11/7 - 12/14
3rd Session 1/9 - 2/15

4th Session 2/20 - 3/29

5th Session 4/24 - 5/31

Family Engagement Team- Please join us
the evening of October 11th from 6-7pm.
Pizza & babysitting will be provided. The
Family Engagement team will help update
the QES parent involvement policy and
begin planning meaningful family
engagement opportunities. Please email

cindy_bowe@nksd.net or call 541-6373
if you are interested in participating.
Our first Have Lunch with Your Child will
take place during the last two weeks of
October. Families are invited to come to the
school on a designated day and join their
child for lunch. Students really do love
spending some time with that special
someone in the middle of the day! Watch
the backpack for a flyer with more
information coming home soon.
Our Blessings in a Backpack program is a
nationally recognized program that supports
students who are experiencing food
insecurity in their homes. A bag of easy to
prepare food is sent home each Friday
throughout the school year. If you believe
your child would benefit from this program
please call the Family Center at 541-6373. If
you would like to make a monetary donation
to help support this program, please send a
check made out to Blessings In A
Backpack to the QES Family Center. All
donations are tax deductible. We
appreciate all the support the NKSD
community has given to this program!
If you have questions about any of the
above programs, please call us at 5416373. We are ready for another great year
at Quidnessett!
The Family Center Staff
Cindy Bowe – Office of Family Learning
Coordinator
Amanda Sauro – Parent Liaison

Literacy
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome back to school!
It is my sincere pleasure and honor
to continue to teach reading at SMH
QES. One of the reasons that I love
my job is that I am able to see our
students move through the reading
continuum. The students move
from learning letters and their
sounds, to being able to blend
sounds into words, and then
stringing words into
sentences. Next, they are able to
read passages and books. At each
milestone, the students celebrate
with comments such as, “I know my
letters!” or “I read my first book
today!” or “Look! I read a chapter
book!”
I am often asked how parents are
able to assist their children to
become better readers. Here are
some activities that will assist your
child in attaining each milestone:
Learning Letters and Sounds:
Flashcards (Two sets) (You can play
games with two sets such as Go Fish
or Memory)
Refrigerator magnets (Ask your
child to match the upper and
lowercase letters. Then, ask him/
her to mix them up again and hand

you the letter that says the /n/
sound, or the /b/ sound.)
Sight Words
Sight words: Make two sets of
flashcards. You can flash the cards
for sight word recognition. You may
also play Memory or Go Fish with
the cards.
SIdewalk chalk - Ask your child to
write a sight word on the sidewalk.
Call out a word and ask your child
to write it. Have your child check to
see if he/she was correct by reading
the flashcard.

Book reading:
Model for your child how you read
everyday. (Recipes, Signs,
Websites, Books)
Share read with your child the
books that we send home. (You can
do this page by page or paragraph.)
Older readers: Have your child read
aloud to your while you are
completing a chore (driving,
cooking, etc.) Ask your child
questions from time to time about
that passage such as,
For fiction:
Who are the characters?
What is the setting?

Who is speaker?
How do you know that?
What do you think might happen
next?
What makes you think that?
What message do you think the
author was trying to tell you as the
reader?
Why do you think that?
For nonfiction:
What did you learn from that piece?
What surprised you from that
piece?
Why do you think the author wrote
this piece?
For the students who struggle along
the reading continuum, we provide
interventions in order to assist
them. The students are identified
through assessments and teacher
observations as being below grade
level in reading qualify for Personal
Literacy Plans (PLPs). When
writing the PLP, the classroom
teacher and I meet to review the
data to identify the specific goal
that he/she needs to attain in order
to close the reading gap. Once the
goal has been identified, the teacher
and I craft an intervention to

address that goal. PLPs also have a
home component. In the home
component, the classroom teacher
and I design an activity to support
the goal to be completed at home
each night. The materials are sent
home from the school. As the
intervention is done, data is
collected, analyzed and
reviewed. When the PLPs are being
reviewed, the classroom teacher
and I determine if the goal has been
met or not and the next steps for
the student.
If your child has a PLP, you will
receive a letter. If, after receiving
the letter you have any questions,
please contact me at
stephanie_mckiernan@nksd.net.
Happy reading!
Stephanie McKiernan, M.ed.
Reading Specialist

Physical Education
As this new school year begins, I
would like to take the opportunity to
remind you about the importance of
Physical Education. Physical
Education can be the foundation to
becoming lifelong movers. Please
note:



Students participate in Physical
Education twice a week for 30
minutes.

school nurse to discuss the
situation.






Students should wear sneakers
for Physical Education. On
Physical Education day,
students should wear clothing
that they can play in and can
exercise to their fullest
potential. When it is nice
weather, some classes may be
held outside. Students with
footwear that is improper for
activity will not be able to
participate in class due to safety
reasons. Students should not
wear boots, sandals, crocs, flipflops, clogs (shoes or sneakers
with no heel) or high heel
shoes/sneakers. Wearing
proper footwear for Physical
Education will insure that your
child will have a full 30
minutes of activity in Physical
Education class. They will be
able to participate in all facets
of the class, in turn; this will
help your child be successful in
Physical Education class.
According to the North
Kingstown School Department
Handbook, students can only be
excused from Physical
Education with a doctor’s note.
If you are concerned about your
child participating in Physical
Education due to illness feel
free to write a note or call our





Students participate in a wide
variety of activities during
Physical Education during the
course of the year. Students are
encouraged to try all activities
and give their best effort in all
activities.
Safety, proper sportsmanship,
cooperation and participation
are vital components to our
classes.
Students may bring a clearly
labeled water bottle to Physical
Education classes when we
have classes outside. Water
only please. Students may also
wear hats in Physical Education
class when we are outside for
classes.

Thank you for your support of
Physical Education. Through Physical
Education class, students can develop
many skills, can begin to develop
their Physical Education literacy
and learn about Physical Fitness,
build self-esteem and find the joy of
being physically active, which will
last for a lifetime.

I look forward to a great year!
-Ms. Downey

Looking forward to a fantastic school
year!!
Mrs. Viveiros, Speech Language
Pathologist (SLP)
Welcome to the 2017 - 2018 school
year. My name is Mrs. Viveiros and I
am your students Speech Language
Pathologist. I am excited to work with
your student on their speech and/ or
language goals this school year.
Your student may be working on
speech articulation, vocabulary skills,
active listening, following directions,
social skills, or a variety of other
speech/ language skills. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you ever have
a question about your students goals
or how you can incorporate them into
your daily routine to enhance their
understanding and success.
Also, please do not hesitate to ask any
questions you have regarding how to
complete home speech exercises (for
example, you may wonder: how many
repetitions your student should
complete for their target word; or,
what you the parent are listening for
when they are completing speech
exercises).
I can be contacted through the front
office, (401) 541 - 6360, ask to speak
with or leave a message for “Mrs. V”
the speech teacher, or email
(lindsey_viveiros@nksd.net).

ELL (English Language
Learner) Happenings

Mrs. Fortin and Mrs. Warburton
would like to welcome all
returning as well as new ELL
families to this new school year.
We look forward to a year of
working closely with you to help
strengthen your child’s academic
success.
Our first gathering will be held on
Wednesday, October 25 at
Davisville Middle School from
5:00-6:30pm. ELL families in the
North Kingstown district are
welcome to join us for dinner as
well as an evening of
conversation and fun. All family
members are invited. Invitations

will be coming home soon. Please
let us know if you will be able to
attend so we can plan for the
evening. We are looking forward
to seeing you on the 25th of
October!

Art News
It has been a fantastic start to the school
year in the art room! We have worked
on many community building projects.
One project we focused on as a school
is our “Kindness Rocks Project”. Each
student chose a rock to paint with a
special design or message. These rocks
will become a permanent part of our
school grounds.

Students in kindergarten are exploring
line and color. Their first project was
based on the landscapes of Vincent
van Gogh. They explored a variety of
line, such as wavy, zig zag, bumpy and
dotted! We will soon be talking about
how lines make shapes!
First grade students are learning about
warm and cool colors in an autumn
collage. They will be experimenting with
color mixing, pattern and learning about
form.
Second grade students are reviewing
warm and cool colors, as well as
experimenting with color mixing in a fun
sun and moon lesson. They are
enjoying getting back into painting in the
art room!
Third grade students are learning about
geometric shapes in a lesson on
cityscapes. Students are using rulers to
create their compositions. They will be
reviewing the color wheel when they
begin painting. They are off to a great
start!
Students in fourth grade are exploring
positive and negative space in a
composition. They are using “spooky”
autumn trees for inspiration! They will

be add pattern and design to make their
negative space interesting!

Mrs. Goodfriend’s Self Portrait in
Imaginary Landscape, 2012

Fifth grade students are working on their
“Animals in Color” Lesson. They
researched an animal on their
Chromebooks and illustrating their
animal of choice. They will be using the
color wheel for inspiration when they
add color.

The theme of our first two projects
for kindergarten and first grade is
identity and selfexpression. Kindergarteners are
exploring this concept through a
preliminary self-portrait, learning
about line and shape. At the end of
the school year we will create
another self-portrait to show how
much they have grown as artists!

Please visit SMH Quidnessett’s art
gallery at www.artsonia.com where you
can view your child’s work!
Thank you,
Mrs. Singh

The Newsletter for
Students of Art
Introducing Ms.
Goodfriend

Here are a few in-progress selfportraits by London (left) and Jordyn
(right).

Volume 1
Issue 1
September 2017

I am so excited to join Quidnessett
Elementary as art teacher this year
teaching Ms. Ferguson’s
Kindergarten, Ms. Dewardener’s
and Ms. Healey’s first grade classes
on Thursday
mornings!

First graders using their own names
to create an abstract work of
art. We are discovering even letters
are lines and lines may be
transformed to create shapes. The
next steps are embellishing our
designs with color details. This
project encourages students to
break the tradition of using letters
as they normally would and discuss
attitudes and behaviors of artists
while experiencing a new creative
way of writing their name.

Jameson W.’s name design (Ms.
Healey’s class)

Music News
Dear Families,
Welcome back to SMH QES! It’s
going to be a terrific year!

Arabella B.’s name design (Ms.
Dewardener’s class)

Thank you for reading the art
news! Please stay tuned for an
invitation to our online art gallery
on artsonia.com where you will be
able to view your child’s and the
classes artwork.
Best wishes,
Mrs. Goodfriend

The fifth grade students are
learning about counting rhythms.
The students have found that
rhythm is fun to play with! We have
used playdough to create and count
rhythms. We borrowed basketballs
from Ms. Downey and used them to
express different rhythms while
listening to a song. We have also
had a great time drumming on the
floor and counting our rhythms
while listening to music. Our band
and strings groups are doing a great
job learning about their new
instruments. They make so much
growth in such a short amount of
time. I can’t wait for their first
concert!
Grade 4 has been reviewing their
rhythms as well as playing barred
percussion instruments. The
students will be working on mallet
technique, keeping a steady beat,
improvising melodic patterns as
well as practicing being focused and
disciplined while playing
instruments. This year, the fourth
grade curriculum will be centered
around playing instruments by

themselves and in an ensemble.
After the holidays, the students will
be learning how to play the
recorder. A recorder order form
will be coming home in the
backpacks very soon!
Students in grade 3 have been
reviewing the rhythms they learned
last school year by performing a rap
about the Playworks recess
program that we use at the school.
The students are having a great
time reviewing rhythms and
discussing ways to have a fun and
happy time at recess.
Grade 2 has also been reviewing
rhythms from last year. In October,
we will be practicing a song called
“The Apple Song”. It is always a
favorite of the students and one of
mine as well. It’s also perfect to sing
while picking apples!
First grade students are learning
about opposites that happen in
music. So far, we have talked about
Forte and Piano (loud and soft). The
students loved playing, “The Cookie
Game” while we listened to
“Surprise Symphony” by Franz
Joseph Haydn. We read a book
called “Decibella” which is about
appropriate voice volume levels in
many different situations. We are
currently working on Presto and
Largo (fast and slow). The students
have been enjoying the Aesop
fable, “The Hare and the Tortoise”,

which has a slow song and a fast
song that we sing while reading the
story.
Kindergarten students have been
learning all about what goes on
during a music class by singing,
dancing, and playing music games.
We have had a great time getting to
know each other by singing “Who’s
that Hiding Behind the
Blanket”. We have learned all about
what it means to echo by singing,
moving and playing rhythm sticks.
In October, we will be focusing on
the four different ways to use our
voices (Singing, Speaking,
Whispering and Shouting).
If you have any questions or
concerns, please don’t hesitate to
contact me at school by phone or
email. Have a great school year!
Mrs. Charest
Liz_Charest@nksd.net

PTO News

more help. Please contact
Becca
(becca.baker92@gmail.com)

The 2017~18 school year has
Happily and Successfully
begun! Here are some upcoming
PTO events to keep in mind:



Oct. 3~ 1st PTO meeting! Held
in the school library at 6:00
PM. Any and all are welcome
to attend. Please come.
 Oct. 6~ 1st Spirit Day! Crazy
Hat day!!
 Oct. 20th is the Fall
Festival! Held at the School
from 6:00 to 8:00! There will
be pizza, popcorn, games and a
magician! We are still in need
of volunteers to help run
games! Anyone interested in
helping out please contact
Julie (jsa1122@verizon.net)
 The catalog fundraiser is due
back on October 6th. Thank
you for
participating. Questions? Cont
act Kerri
(ckouellette@mac.com)
 The Book Fair will be kicked
off at the Fall Festival and run
through the following week.
 The annual Quidnessett
Traditional Pumpkins will be
going home on Friday, October
13th to be decorated and
returned to the school for
display. Please use your
imagination without carving it
and without using candles.
 The Walking Club is up and
running and could always use

Spirit Wear is available for
purchase. An order form went
home in their folders. Any
questions, please contact Jaime
(jaimelongval@gmail.com).

There are some open positions on
the PTO board now and coming
up in the future as our children
move on to middle school. As of
right now we are in need of a
secretary. There will be other
positions open next year. The
PTO greatly appreciates your
help and support.
Many Hands Make Light Work.

Thank You,
Kerri (ckouellette@mac.com)
Julie (jsa1122@verizon.net)
Jaime
(jaimelongval@gmail.com)
Marcia (mvoccio@verizon.net)
Becca
(becca.baker92@gmail.com)

Technology

First Grade News

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Dear First Grade Families,

Welcome back! I am pleased to be
the Technology Lead Teacher again
this year. In this position, I assist
my colleagues with the integration
of technology into their classrooms,
as well as, assisting all of the
students with any of their
technology needs.
If you have any questions about
technology or your child’s device is
not working, please contact me at
stephanie_mckiernan@nksd.net.
Thank you,
Stephanie McKiernan
Technology Lead Teacher

Kindergarten News
Kindergarten has started learning
about the seasons in our science kit;
October brings lots of fun fall
activities. We are so proud of all of
our students accomplishments in
the first month of school and look
forward to all the future endeavors.
Lastly, Kindergarten is excited for
our field trip to the Norman Bird
Sanctuary at the end of the month!

Happy Fall! The first few weeks
have flown by. The students have
worked on learning our classroom
routines and practicing what it
means to be a Quidnessett Quahog.
In reading, we are using the Daily 5
to learn how to read independently,
with a partner and at a listening
center. In science we are
investigating what air can do. Be
sure to ask your child about our
investigation! The students are
becoming “master” number corner
leaders by gaining skills in counting
tallies, ten frames, nickels and
pennies. As a reminder, homework
will be starting in the beginning of
October. Be sure to check your
child’s folder nightly.
The First Grade Team

Second Grade News
Hello Families!
Grade 2 is off to a great start! They
are doing a nice job learning the
classroom and school routines and
procedures. We have started our
classroom economy and the kids
love shopping at the store. We are

still working on identifying the
coins and knowing their values.
We had a wonderful field trip to the
Norman Bird Sanctuary on
September 21. They participated in
a program called “Geology
Rocks”. We took an adventurous
hike through trails and up rock
ledges. The kids loved it and they
learned lots of new things about
rocks. This was a great connection
to our “Pebbles, Sand and Silt”
science kit that we began last
week.
We look forward to all of the great
things to come this year. Thank you
for your continued support as we
work together to make this a
successful year for all.
Sincerely,
Grade 2 teachers
Parent Right to Know
Did you know that Quidnessett is a
Title 1 Schoolwide school? As a
result, you have the right to know
about the professional
qualifications of your child’s
teachers and TAs (all very highly
qualified at QES). It is also your
right to be involved in the Title 1
program at the school. Title 1 is a
federal program that funds
teachers, student support staff,
enrichment programs, teaching
supplies, and more at
QES. Additional information about

Title 1 is available at the main office
or by contacting Lydia Hanhardt,
the District’s Title 1 Coordinator, at
lydia_hanhardt@nksd.net with any
questions.
School Improvement Team
The School Improvement Team
consists of parents, teachers,
administrators and community
members interested in playing a
role in creating a roadmap to
success for the school. The team
meets monthly and welcomes
parent involvement. Interested in
joining the team? Please email cochairs Stephanie McKiernan at
stephanie_mckiernan@nksd.net or
Lisa Kilduff at lkilduff@cox.net

Math and Literacy Teacher
Update
Holly Mather: Kindergarten and
1st Grade
I am looking forward to another
great year with the K and 1 children
here at Quidnessett! Wishing
everyone a great 2017-2018 school
year!
Ashley Delahunt: 2nd and 3rd
Grade
Welcome to a new school
year! This is my second year
teaching at Quidnessett Elementary

and I am looking forward to
another wonderful year of learning
with our 2nd and 3rd grade
students. We are already busy
diving into new math skills and
reading strategies. Wishing
everyone a great year full of
personal successes and fun filled
learning!
Carrie Bard: 4th and 5th Grade
I am excited to work with the great
students at Quidnessett Elementary
this year. There are so many
wonderful learning opportunities
for students in 4th and 5th grade in
the areas of math and reading. With
the support of both teachers and
parents I know that Quidnessett
students will have a great year of
learning in 2017-18!

Fifth Grade News
Dear Families,
The last few weeks have been really
busy in 5th grade! We started the
year by reinforcing 5th grade
routines and expectations.
In reading, all 5th grade classes are
finishing up the novel Sign of the
Beaver. We have been learning
about character traits and how to
draw conclusions based on the
text. This novel ties in perfectly
with our Native American

curriculum in Social Studies. We
are looking forward to having the
opportunity to compare and
contrast the book to the movie
version. We have been enjoying
some rich discussions, learning new
vocabulary and introducing literary
elements.
In math, students continue to
deepen their understanding of place
value. We have explored whole
numbers to the millions place. The
Common Core has us working with
decimals and number lines. Next,
we will start to compare numbers
with decimals and exponents.
We have spent some time outdoors
learning about shadows and how
they are related to the position of
the sun. In the near future, we will
be investigating Planetary Systems.
Soon, we will be beginning a new
unit in health. We plan to start our
work on body systems. The first
that we will cover is the skeletal
system.
On October 17th we will visit the
Normal Bird Sanctuary! We want to
thank the Feinstein Foundation for
covering the cost of this trio for our
entire school!
Thank you for your continued
support!
The 5th Grade Team

Alan Shawn Feinstein is asking
all Feinstein Leadership
Schools to participate in a
fundraiser to benefit the
hurricane victims in Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands.
All proceeds will be given to
the Rhode Island Red Cross!
QES will be participating in a
few spirit days this week. If
possible, please bring in a
minimum of $1.00 each day.

Cell Phone Usage
Just a reminder that students
are asked not to bring cell
phones to school. If they happen
to bring them, the phones must
remain in their backpacks at all
times

Upcoming Important Dates
3

After School Programs BeginSession 1
PTO Meeting 7pm

4

Hurricane Relief Spirit DayOrange/ Black Day

5

Hurricane Relief Spirit DayStuffed Animal Day

6

School Spirit Day- Crazy Hat/
Crazy Hair Day

9

Columbus Day- No School

10

Flu Clinic- 4pm
School Committee Meeting 7pm

20

Fall Festival- 6pm

24

School Committee Meeting 7pm

31

Happy Halloween!

