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All children will learn. All children will be served.

School District 153
Spring Trimester

HONORABLE MENTIONS

State Budget Stalemate Continues
A Letter from the Superintendent
Dear District 153 Community:
Churchill School Principal
Cece Coffey was named the
Elementary School Principal of
the Year for the South Cook
Region by the Illinois Principals
Association. The honor means
Coffey will be considered in
the statewide Principal of the
Year contest.

After 16 years in District 153
as a teacher, dean of students,
and principal, Dave McAtee
has accepted an offer to be
principal at Mokena's
Intermediate School.
Among the many ways we will
miss Mr. McAtee is his
leadership in organizing and
implementing the annual 6thgrade field trip to White Pines
Ranch. We wish him all the best.

Congratulations to Belinda
Porter, recipient of the 2016
Marge Kepes Volunteer of the
Year Award from the PTA.
District 153 is profoundly
grateful to Belinda and to all
the wonderful people who
volunteer in our schools. 153
wouldn't be 153 without you!

with voter approval of March’s funding
referendum is ruined. The school district would
As you are no doubt aware, the Governor be forced to issue working cash bonds and
and the state legislature were unable to reach spend down the revenue at an accelerated
an agreement on the state budget. As a result, pace to keep our schools open.
we are facing another year without a state
Enacting a budget that adequately funds
budget.
education should be a top priority for our
Without a state appropriation for K-12
elected officials. I urge you to contact the
education in Fiscal Year 2017, which begins
Governor and your state legislators to let them
July 1, many Illinois school districts will face dire know how you feel about the continuing budget
circumstances. Over the summer, you will hear
stalemate.
more and more speculation about whether
The board of education and I will continue
schools across the state will be able to open in to monitor the situation and develop
the fall.
contingency plans as needed.
State funding comprises about 25% of
Please know we are committed to
District 153’s revenues. Nonetheless, District
providing the outstanding education that our
153 has fund reserves that would allow us to
children deserve and that you have come to
open the schools and keep them open for the
expect of your schools.
entire school year.
Of course, this would mean that the cost of Sincerely,
educating Illinois children has been shifted
almost entirely onto the backs of local property
taxpayers.
For District 153 specifically, it would mean Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
that the 5-year financial plan made possible

District Exceeds
1st-Year Savings Estimate
During the spring referendum campaign,
District 153 estimated that it could save
$600,000 in FY2017 with the closure of
Millennium School.
Final numbers are in and there is good
news to report. Even factoring in moving costs,
final FY2017 savings are projected to be
about $772,000.
Included in this figure is rental income the
school district will receive from the SPEED
educational cooperative. SPEED will be renting
two classrooms next school year.

Salary/Benefits

($740,892)

Reductions & Retirements

Transportation

($ 83,695)

5 fewer buses

Rental Income

($ 24,000)

2 classrooms

Moving Related Expenses

$ 77,000

Net Savings

($771,587)
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2015-16
Jerry Morin
Educational Excellence
Award Winners
Named in honor of retired school
board member Jerry Morin, the
Educational Excellence Award is
presented to a teacher or staff
member who has shown outstanding
commitment to student achievement.
Congratulations to this year’s
honorees!

Maureen Daley, reading specialist,
James Hart School

Millennium School
2002-2016
For the past 13 years, Millennium School
has been home to 5th– and 6th-graders who
were no longer little kids but perhaps weren’t
quite ready for junior high.
But on June 7th, the school’s doors closed
for the very last time.
Above, staff proudly gathered for one final picture on
Due to declining enrollments and severely
the last day of school.
reduced education funding, the Board of
Education made the tough decision to close
Millennium School in an effort to save hundreds
of thousands of dollars.
Originally created to alleviate severe
overcrowding, Millennium School has had over
3,000 students pass through its hallways and
classrooms. The school has provided kids with
plenty of lifetime firsts, such as first lockers; first
opportunity for competitive sports, first band
Above, gym class moved to the
instrument, first industrial arts instruction, and for
Lion’s Club Pool the last week of
school.
many, first extended time away from home
Right, for many, the annual White
while at the White Pines Ranch field trip.
Pines trip provides a first chance to
From now on, students will still experience
ride horses.
these “firsts” but in a different location.
And despite the stress that change always
brings, Millennium staff made sure that the
school went out on an upbeat note, and their
Thanks for the memories, Eagles! Look for
students experienced all of the fun, end-of-the- the many “firsts” to come at James Hart and
year experiences as in years past.
Churchill Schools next year.

Robotics is a “Keeper” for 5th-Graders
Kim Tallungan, band and general
music, Millennium School

Eileen Darin, technology teacher,
Churchill School

Stephanie Hess, psychologist,
Willow School

Robots aren’t taking over our classrooms—
yet. However, they seem to have captured the
hearts and minds of Millennium School 5thgraders. The school piloted a new robotics
"special" to the school this past year. As they do
with such subjects as art and music, 5th-grade
students took turns rotating into Ms. Nigro's class
throughout the year to build Lego Mindstorm
robots. Then they use iPads to learn
programming and coding skills to make their
robots move and perform in various ways.
"It's a great way to spur kids' imagination
and build their problem-solving skills," said
Nigro.
By all accounts, the robotics pilot has been
a big success.
“Robotics is definitely a ‘keeper.’ It was
wildly popular with our 5th-graders this year,
but it’s not all fun and games,” said Millennium
Principal Dave McAtee. “They were learning,
maybe without even realizing it, some serious
engineering, math and programming concepts.”
McAtee said Millennium students took the
program to levels unanticipated by the grownups involved.

“We had some kids programming their
robots to talk and dance. And one group
programmed their robot to travel down the
hallway into my office to deliver an invitation to
visit their classroom.”
The robotics special will continue next school
year at Churchill School.
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Panther Heroes Inspire 2016 James Hart Grads
James Hart awarded diplomas to 201
students during its annual graduation ceremony
at Homewood-Flossmoor High School on June
2nd.
This year’s graduates were sent off to high
school with inspiring words and good wishes
from two “Panther Hero Award” winners,
alumni from James Hart School who continue to
make the school proud.
Nikki Mazurek was honored for the many
ways she has served others in her adult life,
including a stint in the Air Force Reserves,
disaster relief work after last year’s tornadoes,
and volunteering for the American Red Cross.
The graduating class also got the chance
to hear from Jason Benetti, the new
broadcaster for the Chicago White Sox.
Benetti, an alumnus of James Hart and HF High
Schools, received a Panther Hero Award for
providing students with a wonderful example
of meeting and overcoming challenges.
Benetti, who has cerebral palsy, urged
students to “get involved and stay involved” at
school because you’ll never know where that
will lead you.

Congratulations to
our Graduating
8th-Graders!
CHARACTER AWARDS

PTA Service
Award
Kevin Berner
Janellie Roach

Jason Benetti addresses the 2016 James Hart
graduation ceremony.

Wally Burns VFW
Post 8077 Award
Amber Dowd
Sam Jones
Homewood
Rotary Club’s
Art Welsh 4-Way
Test Award
Catherine Donahue
Jazz Jabulani
ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

District 153 Says Goodbyes to Retirees
District 153 honored the five staff
members who are retiring this year at a
celebration on May 24th at Idlewild Country
Club. Together, these dedicated educators
and support staff have contributed 70 years of
service to the children and families of our
community.
Above L to R:
Linda Barry, technology teacher, Millennium
School

Jill Sehlke, food services, James Hart and
Millennium Schools
Sam Stewart, custodian, James Hart and
Millennium Schools
Kathy Call, Daily Living Skills teacher, James
Hart School
Ann Floyd, special education teacher,
Millennium School

Betty Dillon
Award*
Kevin Berner
Ella Bohlman
Isaac Latman
Emily Pearce
*for earning straight As
in the most difficult
classes
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Administration
Dr. Dale Mitchell, Superintendent
Dr. John Gibson, Business Manager
Kathy Schaeflein, Director of Curriculum and Instruction
Melanie Mandisodza, Director of Student Support Services
Beth White, Director of Technology
Wayne Scardigli, Director of Grounds and Maintenance
Board of Education
Steve Anderson
Ashanti Bethea
Alex Bosch, Vice President
Deb Havighorst
Greg Lawrence, Secretary
Shelly Marks, President
Jim Schmidt

Willow School
1804 Willow Road
708.798.3720
Mary Ann Savage, Principal
Melissa Lawson, Asst. Principal

ADMINISTRATIVE CENTER
18205 Aberdeen Street
Homewood, IL 60430
708.799.5661
hsd153.org

Postal Patron
Screenings for District 153 PreK
July 27 & July 28
For more information and to schedule
an appointment, visit

hsd153.org

Churchill School
1300 West 190th Street
708.798.3424
Cece Coffey, Principal
Joanne Obszanski, Asst. Principal

Millennium School
18211 Aberdeen Street
708.799.8697
David McAtee, Principal
Mary Kay Gardiner, Asst. Principal
Jack Gaham, Dean of Students

We’re Bowled Over
by Bowl Teams!
Mathletes from Willow
and Churchill Schools competed
in the annual Math Bowl
Competition at Prairie State
College on April 28th.
The Division A Team of 1st
and 2nd-graders from Willow
School placed 5th overall with
1st-grader Eythan Poku
earning a 2nd-place individual
award.
We’re also proud of the
Division B Team of 3rd and 4th
-graders from Churchill who
gave it their all with 4thgrader Sydney Valentine
receiving the MVP Award.
Over at James Hart, the
school’s Scholastic Bowl Team
was crowned Illinois
Elementary School Association
regional champs on April 27th!
Way to go, kids!
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James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Scott McAlister, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

CONGRATULATIONS
2015-16
JAMES HART
SCHOLASTIC BOWL TEAM

Willow Team Members L to R: Caleb Stamps, Myles Wright, Eythan Poku,
Quinn Hanna

Churchill Team Members L to R: Owen Eaheart, Wesley Schmidt, Sydney
Valentine, Jazmin Rhodes

Mia Anderson
Kevin Berner
Joseph Cole
Paul Crecco
Amber Dowd
Jade Fuentes
Grace Gallus
Benjamin Hilgen
Steven Hinioh
Nathaniel Jones
Samuel Jones
Ceridwen Kehoe
Issac Latman
Luke Lesimple
Nathaniel Martinez
Jacob Nye
Emily Pearce
John Pohrte
Janellie Roach
Haley Sawyer
Alex Szczender
David Winicky

