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Dear Students, 

 

Welcome to Jefferson!  You will encounter new students and teachers, new experiences, and new 

responsibilities. 

We want your years at Jefferson to be as positive and as beneficial as possible; your time here will be 

as good as you make it.  Keep in mind that increased freedom brings increased responsibility.  Your 

work while you are in middle school is designed to prepare you for high school and college.  Start 

planning for higher education now.  The work and behaviors demonstrated in middle school can lead to 

more options for higher education. 

Many of the questions you have will be answered in this book, so be sure to look it over carefully, and 

keep it handy.  We know that all three years at Jefferson will be happy and that you will enjoy the 

abundant opportunities offered to you. 

Jefferson Administration 
 

 

 

 

The Jefferson Administration encourages all parents and students to review the information contained 

in this booklet together.  By doing so, the best decisions will be made to select courses based on your 

child’s interest in preparation for career and academic planning. 

JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL 

COMMUNITY 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Jefferson Middle School uses effective instructional strategies and 

an interactive, integrated curriculum so that all students meet or 

exceed course content expectations.  We build partnerships with 

families and the community, and provide a network of support 

services that promote a safe, responsible, and respectful 

environment. 
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FEATURES OF JEFFERSON MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
 

The general and specific characteristics of students at Jefferson were the basis for planning and 

developing the curriculum. 

Jefferson demonstrates . . . 

1. A program for pre- and early adolescents that is relevant to individual needs and social demands in 

a world with constant change and a rapidly expanding body of knowledge.  Such a program 

consciously aims toward the continuing development of self-directed individuals capable of solving 

problems through both rational and creative endeavors. 

2.   An educational environment where the needs of each student is most important.  Such an 

environment facilitates communication and interaction and affords opportunities for meeting 

interpersonal needs. 

 

3. An orientation to and exploration of the broad spectrum of educational experiences in the world of 

work, living, and leisure. 

4. A transitional period of continuous educational adjustments between the elementary school and the 

senior high school.  This includes continued growth concepts and skills pertinent to the general 

education of the pupil. 

The Jefferson Middle School staff and administration are constantly evaluating and reorganizing the 

curriculum and the method in which it is being taught.  Just as the adolescent is in a state of constant 

change, so must be the environment in which the adolescent learns. 

Jefferson Middle School is committed to continuous improvement.  Student achievement is at the 

forefront of our priorities.  Jefferson Middle School and Lakeview Public Schools received District 

Accreditation from North Central Association in 2014.  The JMS school improvement goals target all 

students achieving adequate yearly progress in the areas of English Language Arts, specifically in 

reading and writing, and Mathematics.  Jefferson Middle School also focuses on reducing students at 

risk of dropping out.  Students can be identified as “At-Risk” as early as third grade based on absences, 

tardies, grades, discipline, and standardized test scores.  Our School Improvement Plan requires all 

teachers to implement Reading Apprenticeship strategies, M-STEP or SAT writing activities, 

interpretation of graphs and charts, and relationship-building activities. 

Our core curriculum is driven by the Common Core State Standards, at www.corestandards.org, State 

of Michigan Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE’s) and High School Course Expectations 

(HSCE’s), at www.michigan.gov/mde, and local standards and benchmarks.  Students are held to high 

academic expectations and rigor.  Together and with the help of our students, we can guide all students 

to succeed. 

WHAT’S DIFFERENT ABOUT MIDDLE SCHOOL? 
Many things at Jefferson are done differently than elementary school.  The daily schedule, T2R, ZAP, 

lunch, and many other new experiences that may occur are discussed in this booklet.  Students also 

have the opportunity for a variety of extended learning experiences, such as:  Advanced courses, and 

online learning both within and outside of the traditional school day. 
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WHY IS MIDDLE SCHOOL IMPORTANT? 
During their three-year stay at Jefferson, students will change intellectually, physically, emotionally and 

socially.  While they are here, they will be preparing for high school and for their teenage years. 

Middle School will help you: 

¶ Develop better skills in areas such as: reading/language arts, math, science/health and social 

studies 

¶ Discover interests in areas such as performing arts, visual arts, industrial arts, technology physical 

education and health 

¶ Develop goals for high school 

¶ Discover possible career goals 

¶ Develop leadership skills 

¶ Improve creativity and problem solving skills 

¶ Develop better skills for dealing with/working with other people 

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO MAKE YOUR MIDDLE SCHOOL 
YEARS SUCCESSFUL? 
Students, parents/guardians, and teachers all have a part to play in making these years beneficial and 

enjoyable. 

WHAT SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS DO: 
¶ Be in school every day 

¶ Be on time 

¶ Be prepared; have books and supplies ready 

¶ Be ready to learn, participate, follow directions and enjoy 

¶ Complete all assignments on time 

¶ Know and follow all school rules 

¶ Get to know the people who work in the school 

¶ Take advantage of special activities 

¶ Seek help from staff members when needed 
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WHAT PARENTS/GUARDIANS CAN DO FOR STUDENT 
SUCCESS: 
¶ Make sure your child is in school every day on time. 

¶ Show an interest in your child’s schoolwork and activities. 

¶ Keep in touch with school personnel. 

¶ Attend meetings and conferences. 

¶ Get to know teachers. 

¶ Access the Parent Portal and teacher’s websites regularly. 

¶ Help your child develop work, personal and social attitudes that will ensure his/her growth as an 

individual and his/her success as a human being. 

¶ Join the Parent-Teacher Organization or the Building School Improvement Committee.  Be a part of 

what’s going on at Jefferson! 

¶ Volunteer to help with such activities as Curriculum Night, fundraisers, or lock-ins, Veterans’ 

Breakfast. 

¶ Be open; inform the school about a family transition that may affect your child at school.  The loss of 

a parent (due to death, divorce or separation) and the ensuing home-life change are difficult for 

children of all ages.  Keep the school aware of a close relative or caregiver who may be responsible 

for your child in your absence.  School can be a stable or comforting environment for your child 

during the family restructuring period and thereafter. 

¶ Establish priorities, be sure to let your child know that education is a family priority, learning should 

be foremost and extra-curricular activities secondary.  Talk often about school and your child’s work 

there.  Provide quiet time for homework.  Take care, though, not to overload your child or yourself to 

the point of burnout.  If parents show a genuine interest and concern for education, children will 

also. 

T2R (Time to Read) 

Time to Read (T2R) consists of a 29-minute sustained silent reading period followed by JMS TV, a 

school news production brought to you by the students from our Studio Skills and Video Production 

classes.  Students will earn credit for this course by demonstrating expected behaviors. Students must 

read daily or use this time to complete classwork. Students are expected to read novels, newspapers, 

magazines, comic books, graphic novels, or instructional manuals. Students must be prepared to read 

and participate each day.  Teachers will work with students during this time to help them to have a 

successful school year.  Teachers will act as mentors to their students and attempt to develop an 

ongoing relationship with each individual. Student Services will use this time throughout the year 

conducting presentations on Yellow Ribbon, Study Skills, Red Ribbon, etc. T2R also gives the 

counselors an opportunity to visit with students for the purpose of support and to assist with the 

development of self-concept. Students who miss completing an assignment will be ZAPPED (Zero’s 

Aren’t Permitted at JMS). If students miss assignments, they will complete those assignments during 

T2R. 
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ZAP (Zeroes Aren’t Permitted) 

ZAP has been designed to improve student achievement by holding students accountable to a higher 

standard. The implementation of ZAP will ensure that students will complete classroom assignments, 

therefore staying current with classroom instruction.  

 

How ZAP Works  

When a child is given a homework assignment and fails to complete the assignment by the given due 

date the student will be “ZAPPED.” The student will be given a ZAP form to take home along with the 

incomplete assignment.  

 

This gives students one last chance to complete the assignment. The student is to:  

• Complete the assignment  

• Have their parent/guardian sign the ZAP form  

• Return both the assignment and ZAP form to the ZAP basket in the main office BEFORE 

  8:00 a.m. the next day.  

If an assignment is not turned in, the students will receive a pass in their T2R class and will report to 

the cafeteria where they will complete the assignments and then read their T2R book silently. If the 

assignments are not completed at the end of the hour, they will take it home and turn it in to the ZAP 

basket the next morning, or they will be ZAPPED once again. Students will have a limit of 3 days in the 

ZAP room for that particular assignment before they will be referred to ISS (in-school suspension). 

If a child continues to be ZAPPED the following may occur: 

• Parent/Guardian will be contacted  

• Detentions and/or ISS will be assigned  

It is important to the staff of JMS that we have a positive partnership between students, 

parents/guardians, and teachers. It is important that students are taking their ZAP forms home so 

parents/guardians are aware if their children are falling into a habit of turning in assignments late. If we 

work together, the ZAP program may help catch this behavior early on before it impacts classroom 

grades. 

 

DAILY SCHEDULE 
During the day, students may meet with different teachers, in different rooms, for different classes.  This 

means meeting many new students and staff members as well as having many exciting, new 

experiences. 
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CLASSES 
The school day is divided into six class periods.  Academic subjects (Reading/Language Arts, 

Mathematics, Science/Health, and Social Studies) will be taught by a team of teachers.  For these 

classes, which meet every day, students change rooms one or more times a day.  The elective classes 

students may have (such as, Applied Technology, Skills for Adolescence, Music Explorations, Spanish, 

Physical Education, Band, Art, Technology Lab, Performing Arts, Study Skills, or Orchestra) are taught 

by other teachers.   

Students will be asked to come to JMS on a day in August to pick up class schedules and other 

important information.  Students will be able to locate lockers and classes that day. 

ONLINE LEARNING 
Opportunities are available for students who wish to “pull ahead” or take an online course outside of the 

school day in order to create space in their schedule to take other courses within the traditional school 

day.  (For example:  an 8th grade student could take his/her World Language course online after school 

in order to take other elective courses during the school day.)  Parents/Guardians who are interested in 

these options should contact their child’s counselor to obtain additional information. 

LUNCH 
All students stay for lunch.  This is called “closed campus.”   Students may bring a lunch or 

buy one.  The cafeteria offers hot lunches, soups, salads or pizza, chips or other snacks.  

Juice, milk and snack machines are located in the lunchroom. 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
Middle school students have a student government, which is made up of representatives elected from 

each grade level.  Student government gives you the opportunity to participate and have a voice in 

matters of concern to you.  It also gives you a chance to plan activities for the benefit and enjoyment of 

the entire student body. 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
The National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) is an organization of student scholars who:  

Á Create enthusiasm for scholarship 

Á Stimulate a desire to render service 

Á Promote leadership  

Á Develop character 

Á Encourage citizenship 

Eligible students will receive an invitation to apply in April (after quarter 3 grades have been finalized) if 

they met all of the following requirements:  earned all A’s and B’s, all O and S citizenship grades, and a 

credit in T2R during the first three marking periods.  These students will be invited to complete the 

application process which includes an analysis of the student’s involvement in school and community 

activities, and a written essay, and submit these applications by the deadline.  Late applications will not 

be accepte4d for any reason.  Student applications will be scored based upon a rubric by the NJHS 

faculty council, and ranked according to the score.  The top 20-25 students will be accepted and 

formally inducted into the National Junior Honor Society in late May. 
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POSITIVE BEHAVIOR Interventions and SUPPORTS  
Positive Behavior Supports (PBIS) seeks to strengthen relationships between staff and students by 

reinforcing positive behaviors and using instructional interventions along with providing 

consistent consequences to teach students how to make better decisions. This will be 

accompanied by various enhancements to the culture of JMS, which reinforce our five 

pillars:  Safety, Tolerance, Achievement, Respect, and Responsibility.  These include the 

various signs and steps toward environmental awareness in the halls and cafeteria. All 

students who have received ISS or OSS will not be able to attend after-school events, which are 

considered privileges, for a minimum of two weeks. 

 

JMS will host several reward opportunities and raffles throughout the year that reward students for 

good behavior.  Any student who receives consequences for 

misbehavior will not be able to participate in the reward opportunities.  

Students get a “clean slate” after each event and can participate in future events if positive behaviors 

are demonstrated.  

IDENTIFICATION CARDS 
Picture identification cards will be issued to each student on picture day, date TBD.  These cards are to 

be kept in the students’ possession at all times.  Student ID’s are required to check out media center 

materials, and to purchase breakfast and/or lunch.  A replacement ID card may be purchased for $3.00. 

ACTIVITIES 
Students can choose to participate in a variety of activities that will help make their middle school years 

more enjoyable.  Choices include various interesting clubs, organizations, and student 

government activities. 

 

All 6th graders may participate in a trip to Camp; students will find it a fun-filled, activity-packed time.  A 

voluntary fundraiser is sponsored early in the school year to help families defray the expense.  

Students/parent/guardians will receive more information about this at orientation. 

MEDIA CENTER 
Students will visit and learn to use the media center as part of Language Arts classes or 

other classes.  Students may go to the media center at other times, during lunch or before 

or after school when a pass is signed by a teacher assigning library work.  As in all 

schools, students must be quiet and considerate in the media center.  Careful use of 

materials and prompt return of books is expected.  If a book checked out in the student’s 

name is damaged or lost, the student is responsible for repairing or replacing it.  Computers are 

available for student use.  All materials must be checked out using your JMS identification card. 

COUNSELOR and SOCIAL WORKER 
The Counselor and Social Worker are staff members who help students: 

¶ Transition to middle school 
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¶ Learn how to get along better with classmates, teachers and parents/guardians 

¶ Work out any emotional, social or behavioral issues 

¶ Select classes 

¶ Become academically successful 

¶ Explore career possibilities 

The school Social Worker assists students with significant academic, emotional or behavioral issues by 

meeting with students individually, in small groups and in educational support groups.   

RECOGNITION PROGRAMS (Awards Ceremony) 
Jefferson students are recognized throughout the year for such things as positive 

behaviors, birthdays, school service, academic achievements and sports participation.  

Some students are honored as “Student of the Month”. Get on the right track, and 

Jefferson staff and students will notice!   

READING YOUR SCHEDULE 
Classes meet every day.  On the printed schedule you will receive in the fall, the following codes 

appear: 

 

     Q1 = First 10 weeks 

S1 = Fall Semester   Q2 = Second 10 weeks 

S2 = Spring Semester   Q3 = Third 10 weeks 

     Q4 = Fourth 10 weeks 

 

Should you have any general questions regarding the scheduling process, please contact 

the main office, at (586) 445-4130.  For specific scheduling concerns, call the Student 

Services department, at (586) 445-4057. 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
¶ Parents can access their child’s grades anytime, anywhere via the Internet through the 

PowerSchool Parent Portal.  Access to the parent portal requires a user name and password, which 

can be obtained by contacting the main office.  Daily or weekly progress e-mails are available 

through the Parent Portal. 

¶ Daily and weekly progress reports can be obtained through the Student Services offices.  Please 

contact your child’s counselor or social worker to set up this opportunity. 

¶ Please access teacher’s Web pages by logging on the JMS Website 

(www.lakeview.misd.net/Jefferson) and the staff directory page.  

 

If communication regarding your student’s progress needs to be more frequent please contact your 

child’s counselor or social worker to request daily or weekly progress reports. 
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REPORT CARDS 
A Report Card will be distributed to parent/guardians every ten weeks.  Report cards will help you to 

have a clear understanding of your student’s strengths and of areas that need improvement. 

 

Classes will be graded as follows:  

 A ~ Outstanding 

 B ~ Above Average 

 C ~ Average 

 D ~ Below Average 

 F ~ Failure 

GRADING SCALE 
 93% – 100% .............. A 

 90% – 92% ................ A- 

 87% – 89% ................ B+ 

 83% – 86% ................ B 

 80% – 82% ................ B- 

 77% – 79% ................ C+ 

 73% – 76% ................ C 

 70% - 72% ................ C- 

 67% – 69% ................ D+ 

 63% – 66% ................ D 

 60% – 62% ................ D- 

 0% – 59% .................. F 

 

Citizenship / Behavior grades are: 

O ~ Outstanding 

È Does not need to be reminded about behavior and can be depended upon to obey the 

classroom rules no matter what others do. 

È Is regularly ready to begin work with supplies and homework in class. 

È Uses class time to complete assigned work or do extra-credit work. 

È Meets all deadlines for homework, class work, from homework assignments to major projects. 

È Contributes in class frequently by reading, answering questions and participating in class 

discussions. 

È Works independently, but knows when and how to seek guidance and help from the teacher. 

È Communicates with the teacher and peers in a positive, cooperative manner. 

S ~ Satisfactory 

È Sometimes needs to be reminded about behavior such as talking, note-writing, getting to work 

on assignments, paying attention or bringing supplies. 

È Usually is prepared for class with supplies and homework. 

È Completes required class work and homework in a timely, thorough manner. 
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È May be a quiet student, who could volunteer more often. 

È Is usually courteous and cooperative, but may occasionally get carried away. 

È May experience a number of very good days where he/she is organized, responsive, interested 

and involved, then, may come days of an almost opposite nature where assignments are 

forgotten or not finished, little attention is paid in class and other concerns take priority.  You 

may recognize this behavior from home:  it is adolescence and is perfectly normal. 

N ~ Needs Improvement 

È May need frequent reminders about proper classroom behavior including excessive talking, 

note-writing, failure to stay in the correct seat during class or misuse of school property. 

È Sometimes arrives to class without books or supplies. 

È Is inconsistent about completing class work, homework or projects. 

È May distract other students or have numerous episodes in class where he/she is entirely off 

task. 

È May sometimes be impolite or uncooperative with the teacher or peer group. 

È Often displays a defiant or negative attitude toward class work, homework or teach 

U ~ Unsatisfactory 

È Is often uncooperative and mischievous with behavior and needs constant supervision. 

È Is discourteous or rude when corrected by the teacher. 

È Shows little respect for classmates’ rights by creating disruptions such as taunting, teasing or 

annoying others. 

È Purposely draws attention away from learning activities by causing deliberate, planned 

distractions. 

È May have been issued an infraction for behavior, served a room detention or received other 

disciplinary actions. 

 

Remarks are used to help parents/guardians understand the reasons for level of success. 

 

Students who earn a B (3.0) grade point average or better are recognized as members of the Academic 

Recognition Roll.  See the student handbook for more details.  Students who receive three O’s and 

three S’s, or better, will be placed on the Citizenship Recognition Roll.   

ADVANCED PROGRAM 
Please see Appendix “A” located at the end of the course selection book for the complete Advanced 

Program Handbook.  Please note: parent and student signatures on the Advanced Handbook 

Acknowledgement Form are required for students enrolled into Advanced courses. The Advanced 

Handbook Acknowledgment Form can be found on the last page of the handbook.            
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Special education students are general education students first, and by law, must be given access to, and 

support for success in, the general curriculum.  Studies show all students learn and achieve more when 

they take a challenging curriculum rather than low-level courses.  All students receiving special education 

services in Michigan must have an Individualized Education Program (IEP) that details the appropriate 

education plan outlining modifications, accommodations, and support for student success.ò 

 – From Michigan Department of Education (www.mi.gov/highschool) 

For students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP), course work outside of the general 

education setting is determined by the IEP team (IEPT).  The IEPT must consider among other things the 

student’s strengths, the Education Development Plan (EDP), goals, accommodations, modifications, 

supports, and an appropriate course of study when developing an IEP.  Students earning a high school 

diploma will be required to complete the requirements outlined in the Michigan Merit Curriculum.  

Students who may experience difficultly with the Michigan Merit Curriculum requirements may be 

identified by parents and/or staff to be considered for a Personal Curriculum (PC).  A Personal Curriculum 

(PC) team will determine the need to modify the Michigan Merit Curriculum.  Students who may require 

additional modifications beyond a Personal Curriculum (PC) may have a planned course of study that 

leads to a certificate of completion. 

Each student on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is provided a special education teacher case 

coordinator assigned by the building principal.  The case coordinator is responsible for coordinating 

Individualized Educational Plans (IEP).  The case coordinator will share necessary information with 

teachers who directly work with the student.  In some cases the case coordinator will be directly 

responsible for instruction while in other cases students with an IEP may receive instruction, support, 

accommodations and modifications from other classroom teachers which may include additional special 

education teachers, general education teachers, counselors, social workers and/or paraprofessionals. 

Special education teachers are primarily in co-taught classrooms to assist students in their progress 

toward the general education curriculum.  There are various types of co-teaching models that are used 

depending on the subject area and teacher methodology.  Special education teachers and general 

education teachers are required to collaborate and develop an arrangement based on the needs of the 

students in the classroom.  Special Education teachers may deliver instruction in a different way, may re-

teach/reassess or may work in small groups depending on student need and subject area.  Some special 

education teachers and/or support staff may consult with the general education teacher on what individual 

students may need in the classroom based on the student's IEP accommodations and goals. 

Self-contained programs are available through our partnership with Macomb County Intermediate 

School District and other St. Clair Shores School Districts.  Upon an IEP team decision, students 

determined in need of a more restrictive environment may be placed in a program outside of the 

District.  These programs are located in various places in Macomb County. Lakeview operates a 

Hearing Impaired Center-based program for students with hearing impairments.  The Hearing Impaired 

program is funded through the Macomb Intermediate School District and operated by Lakeview Public 

Schools. 

 

504 POLICY STATEMENT 

The American with Disabilities Act (A.D.A.) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act provide that no 

individual will be discriminated against on the basis of a disability. The district shall not discriminate 

against any student having a disability, a record of having had a disability, or who is otherwise regarded 
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as having a disability.  The District shall also, as required by law, attempt to locate and identify each 

student within the District’s jurisdiction who may be eligible student under Section 504. A child’s parent 

or guardian may also request a 504 Evaluation by contacting the.  The District shall evaluate each 

student identified under Section 504 and provide each eligible student with FAPE as defined by law.   

 

INNOVATIVE PROGRAM (Middle School) 

Lakeview Public Schools has implemented an alternative educational program for middle and high 

school students who have been identified as needing educational programming separate from the 

District’s traditional programs. The program is designed to assist students with successfully obtaining 

course credits and continuing on a path to graduation. 

 

The Lakeview Public Schools District Handbook is applicable to all Innovative Program students and 

parents; however, there some procedures and expectations that need to be considered and followed 

when being a stakeholder in this program. 

 

Students being placed in the Innovative Program will be placed at the discretion of administration based 

on various criteria. 

 

Parents and students will be informed of this placement decision and be provided all necessary 

requirements for successfully completing the Innovative Program before being placed in the program.  

Parents are encouraged to stay in contact with their children's high counselor during the duration of 

their Innovative Program Education. 

 

Teachers will enforce all Lakeview Public Schools District Handbook policies or, if the student refuses 

to comply, call home for that student to be removed from the classroom for the remainder of the day. 

That removal may result in further Code of Conduct consequences. Any removal may result in a 

mandated parent/student/administrator conference before the student will be allowed back to class. The 

parent should contact the administrator to set up a meeting time. 

 

Cell phones and other outside electronic devices are not allowed in the Innovative Program. The 

teacher has the authority to confiscate any electronic device. 

 

Students in the Innovative Program are allowed to participate in extra-curricular activities if they are 

eligible according to their attendance, grades, behavior, etc. Participation in extra-curricular activities is 

at the discretion of the administration.  

 

 

THE SIXTH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

Sixth grade students are assigned a schedule of classes taught by highly qualified teachers.  These 

instructors, along with a counselor or social worker, plan together in order to provide the best possible 

learning environment for the middle school child. 

Included in this booklet are descriptions of the 6th grade curriculum.  Each 6th grade student is required 

to take the core-content classes of Mathematics, Reading/Language Arts, Science/Health and Social 

Studies.  These required courses are 40 weeks in length.  In addition to the core-content classes, 6th 
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grade students take elective classes, which are described in this booklet.  All students are scheduled 

for Physical Education and Power Writing. 

Non-band students have a choice of six (6) elective classes from the elective pathways. 

Band/Orchestra students have a full year of this elective.  Band/Orchestra students have Physical 

Education and will have the choice of two other electives. 

 

Sixth graders take the Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP) test during the spring.  

The M-STEP is a very important test and is used to help in planning a future educational program. 

 

NWEA TESTING 

Three times a year, all students will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress™ (MAP).  We 

give students MAP tests to determine each student’s instructional level and to measure academic 

growth throughout the school year and from year to year in the areas of Math and Language Arts. 

 

Each student will take the tests on a computer. MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be 

appropriate for your child’s level of learning.  As a result, each student has the same opportunity to 

succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing.  And with MAP tests, we can administer shorter 

tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information about your child’s 

growth.  These results, along with other student achievement data, are used by staff members to make 

instructional, programming, and scheduling decisions. 

Each school year, students in grades 6, 7 and 8 take the tests in Fall, Winter, and Spring. Following 

each testing period, you will receive a report showing your child’s growth.  

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent Toolkit at www.nwea.org  

 

COURSE SELECTIONS 
 

This booklet contains brief course descriptions for Jefferson’s elective program.  Carefully review all 

electives BEFORE making choices.  However, due to limitations in class size, not all students will 

receive every requested elective.  Every effort will be made to honor choices.  Remember that Band 

and Orchestra are full-year classes. 

 

Special announcements about upcoming school events or altered school schedules will be posted on 

the school signboard, Parent Portal bulletin, the school Website, the JMS Patriots Facebook page 

and/or delivered via our “school messenger.”  Information can also be found on the Lakeview Public 

Schools Website, at www.lakeview.misd.net.  Click on “Schools” and then “Jefferson Middle School.”  A 

parent/guardian Curriculum night will be scheduled during the first weeks of school.  Building tours are 

available throughout the spring and summer.  Please check the Lakeview Public Schools or Jefferson 

Middle School websites for tour dates. 
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PRE-ALGEBRA 

Full Year 

This course covers Common Core State Standards from both 7th and 8th grade to prepare 

students for Algebra I.  Topics include operations with integers, rational numbers and 

equations, proportions and variation, percent, similarity and transformations, surface area 

and volume of solids, data analysis and samples, probability, linear equations and 

functions, angles and similarity, radicals and the Pythagorean theorem, and exponents 

and scientific notation.  The 7th grade math teachers use a flipped model of instructions in which all 

lessons are available to watch on line.  We begin with the use of a basic scientific calculator and 

eventually transition to the TI-84 Silver Plus Edition graphing calculator. 

 

ADVANCED MATH 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Math class.  A student’s grades, 

along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. The Advanced Math class will move at a quicker pace along 

with providing deeper coverage of course content expectations.  Students successfully completing this 

course and/or meeting placement criteria will follow move on in the following sequence:  7th grade 

Advanced Pre-Algebra and 8th grade Advanced Algebra. Please refer to the Advanced Program 

Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for more information about the 

expectations and requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Full Year 

Students are actively involved in building concepts, multiplying whole numbers and decimals, dividing 

whole numbers and decimals, using geometry, relating number theory and fraction 

concepts, adding and subtracting fractions, multiplying and dividing fractions, using 

measurement, relating geometry and measurement, understanding ratios, proportions, 

and percent's, relating percent’s, fractions, and decimals, applying statistics, investigating 

probability and understanding integers. 

 

Students utilize the following learning processes and techniques:  estimation and mental math; data 

collection and analysis; problem solving and reasoning; independent study and cooperative learning. 

Calculator use on specific activities is encouraged.  Contrary to popular belief, research shows that 

calculator use in the classroom does not destroy the computation skills that students have developed.  

Instead, skills are retained and problem-solving abilities are actually improved, because more emphasis 

can be placed on them. 
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TRANS MATH – LEVEL 1 

Full Year 

TransMath is a math program to help students gain a greater understanding of basic math skills. The 

curriculum covers concepts that other math classes do, but in a different manner and at a different 

pace.  TransMath is a nationally research-based program that has been successful at improving skills 

for those that are academically challenged by mathematical concepts.  The program integrates reading, 

writing, and real-life problem solving throughout its curriculum.  Level 1 covers addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division of whole numbers, factors, properties of addition and multiplication, and 

adding and subtracting fractions.   

 

MATH LAB 6 

Full Year 

Students enrolled in Math Lab will focus on various critical areas from their correlated grade level 

mathematics class. Math Lab utilizes specially designed instruction to instruct, remediate, and provide 

rich, grade-level problem-solving experiences by targeting instruction with fewer topics. Topics include 

(1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, and solving linear equations and 

systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe 

quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing relationships with variables and determining values of solutions. 

Students receive additional practice in areas of mathematics such as fractions/decimals, variables, 

inequalities, patterns, expressions, algebraic rules, algebraic equations functions, and square 

roots/irrational numbers. The class is designed for students who are performing below grade level in 

Mathematics. The class is designed for students who are performing below grade level in Mathematics, 

specifically reserved for those who students who have an Individualized Education Plan. 

 

 

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS 

Full Year 

The Language Arts program is a multi-level, developmental literature program that emphasizes reading, 

writing, listening and speaking skills and concepts.  The goal of the program is to ensure that all 6th 

grade students become highly effective and creative communicators through their writing, reading, 

listening, speaking, problem-solving and critical thinking experiences. 

Students receive instruction using a variety of materials.  The 6th grade Language Arts textbook, 

Elements of Literature, provides a developmental curriculum that is logically organized and sequenced 

so that students build literary, reading, writing, vocabulary, speaking and listening skills.  Through the 

varied fiction and nonfiction text selections, students learn effective strategies that focus on the 

elements of a story, reading comprehension, literary focus and the process of writing. 

The Elements of Language textbook provides further instructional materials for the process of writing 

with lessons that include:  grammar, spelling, revising and editing skills.  This textbook, along with 

supplemental materials that our 6th grade instructors provide, complements Elements of Literature so 

students receive an education that meets state and national 6th grade Language Arts standards and 

benchmarks. 

Additionally, students will be introduced to two novels:  The Cay and Ella Enchanted.  Students 

examine the genre of adventure and fantasy and are presented with close and critical reading 

strategies.  Story elements and theme are also a primary focus.    
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LANGUAGE!   

Full Year 

Language! is a prescribed literacy curriculum designed to differentiate instruction based on individual 

student needs.  This class focuses on five areas of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, and comprehension.  The class is designed for students who are reading below grade level 

and cannot read and understand grade-level texts. 

Other:  Students are assigned based on reading scores.  Two-hour classes replace grade level ELA 

course; one-hour class replaces an elective hour (4 elective classes throughout the year) 

 

ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS  

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Language Arts class.  A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. 

 

The Advanced Language Arts class will move at a quicker pace along with providing deeper coverage 

of course content expectations.  Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix 

A of the Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an 

Advanced course. 

 

SCIENCE/HEALTH 

Full Year 

This course covers the Physical Science topics as described in the Michigan Science Standards.  The 5 

physical science topics are forces and interactions, chemical reactions, waves, energy and matter.  

Emphasis is placed on Core Disciplinary Ideas.  Science and Engineering Practices and the Cross 

Cutting Concepts that are found/used in all areas of science.  Students utilize reading and writing 

strategies to learn and communicate scientific information and knowledge.  Critical thinking and 

graphing skills are used in analysis of experimental data.  Discussion of scientific issues helps prepare 

students for today’s society. 

 

The Michigan Science Standards: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12 Science Performance Expectations v5 496901 7.pdf 

 

 

ADVANCED SCIENCE 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Science class.  A student’s grades, 

along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. The Advanced Science class will move at a quicker pace 

along with providing deeper coverage of course content expectations.   

Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description 

Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12%20Science%20Performance%20Expectations%20v5
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Full Year 

In this course, students focus on world geography and culture.  Students will learn about the 

foundations of geography, explore mapping techniques, and examine the culture, religion, population, 

economy, climate, and resources of many regions.  Finally, students will discuss interaction among 

nations/regions and recent trends in globalization.  Students will work both individually and 

cooperatively to complete a variety of hands-on activities. 

 

 

ADVANCED SOCIAL STUDIES 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Social Studies class.   A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. The Advanced Social Studies class will move at a quicker 

pace along with providing deeper coverage of course content expectations.  An emphasis will be placed 

on higher-order thinking skills, writing, analysis of current events, and community leadership.  Please 

refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for 

more information about the expectations and requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

10 Weeks 

Good sportsmanship and participation are emphasized rather than individual ability and skill. 

However, some attention is given to students to help evaluate their individual skills and to assist in the 

development of a program to advance these skills by a combination of exercise and participation in 

various activities.  These activities are designed to promote cooperation and a sense of team spirit.  

The curriculum includes the following team sports:  softball, kickball, flag football, soccer, basketball, 

volleyball and tennis.  Time is given to learning sports terminology and to the application and 

interpretation of rules. 

 

POWER WRITING  

10 Weeks 

Power Writing is a ten-week course that incorporates the fundamentals of writing including the writing 

process.  There will be an emphasis on comparative/contrast writing, cause/effect writing, as well as 

responding efficiently and effectively to writing prompts that mirror M-STEP, MME, and ACT styles of 

writing. 

 

SKILLS FOR ADOLESCENCE 
10 weeks 

This course is designed to improve the necessary skills students will need to effectively deal with the 

changes and challenges during adolescence through adulthood.   The areas of self-esteem, 

organization and study skills, decision-making, and conflict resolution skills will be the primary focus of 

the course.  Students can expect to use a variety of reading and writing strategies, large and small 

group learning, role playing, peer tutoring, and project-based assignments to help achieve the course 

goals.  Student placement for this course will be determined by grades and behaviors. 
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THE SEVENTH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

All 7th grade students are required to take General Science, Mathematics, Reading/Language Arts and 

Social Studies.  These required core-content courses are full-year classes.  Seventh grade Health and 

Physical Education are required elective courses.   

 

Seventh grade students may also take a maximum of eight elective classes, including Health and 

Physical Education.  Band and Orchestra are considered elective courses.  Band and Orchestra are 

full-year electives.  Students identified as needing help in developing writing, math or organizational 

skills may be placed into for a “Study Skills” course. 

 

Seventh graders take the Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP) test during the 

spring.  The M-STEP is a very important test and is used to help in planning a future educational 

program.   

 

NWEA TESTING 

Three times a year all students will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress™ (MAP). We give 

students MAP tests to determine each student’s instructional level and to measure academic growth 

throughout the school year, and from year to year in the areas of Math and Language Arts. 

Each student will take the tests on a computer. MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be 

appropriate for your child’s level of learning. As a result, each student has the same opportunity to 

succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing.  And with MAP tests, we can administer shorter 

tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information about your child’s 

growth.  These results, along with other student achievement data, are used by staff members to make 

instructional, programming, and scheduling decisions. 

Each school year, students in grades 6, 7 and 8 take the tests in Fall, Winter, and Spring. Following 

each testing period, you will receive a report showing your child’s growth.  

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent Toolkit at www.nwea.org  
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COURSE SELECTIONS 
 

This booklet contains brief course descriptions for Jefferson’s elective program.  Carefully review all 

electives BEFORE making choices.  However, due to limitations in class size, not all students will 

receive every requested elective.  Every effort will be made to honor choices.  Remember that Band 

and Orchestra are full-year classes. 

 

 

7th GRADE CORE CONTENT 
 

GENERAL SCIENCE 

Full Year 

This course covers the Life Science topics as described in the Michigan Science 

Standards.  The 5 life science topics are Structure, Function, and Informational Processing; 

Growth, Development, and Reproduction of Organisms; Matter and Energy in Organisms 

and Ecosystems; Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems; Natural Selection and 

Adaptations.  Emphasis is placed on Core Disciplinary Ideas, Science and Engineering Practices and 

the Cross Cutting Concepts that are found/used in all areas of science.  Students utilize reading and 

writing strategies to learn and communicate scientific information and knowledge.  Critical thinking and 

graphing skills are used in analysis of experimental data.  Discussion of scientific issues help prepare 

students for today’s society. 

 

The Michigan Science Standards: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12 Science Performance Expectations v5 496901 7.pdf 

 

 

ADVANCED GENERAL SCIENCE 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced General Science class.   A 

student’s grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the 

appropriate placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or 

placement test scores will be used when necessary.  The Advanced Science class will move at a 

quicker pace along with providing deeper coverage of course content expectations.  Please refer to the 

Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for more 

information about the expectations and requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

 

ALGEBRA 1  

Full Year – 1 Credit 

Our Algebra I course content is a part of the Michigan Merit Curriculum consisting of 

the national Common Core Mathematics Standards.  Topics include solving, graphing, 

and writing linear equations; solving linear inequalities; solving systems of linear 

equations; linear functions; exponential equations and functions; polynomial equations 

and factoring; graphing and solving quadratic functions; square root functions and geometry; rational 

equations and functions; and data analysis and displays.  Technology is a very important component of 

the teaching strategies we use to instruct our students. JMS Algebra 1 students use the TI-84 Silver 

Plus Edition graphing calculator. All students will have access to a calculator daily for classroom use.  

However, students will not have the ability to take a calculator home.  It is strongly encouraged that 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12%20Science%20Performance%20Expectations%20v5
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_7vSYNJDREBZtyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpY2Y5NXNiBHBvcwM2BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1kq3fnnkk/EXP=1233427311/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=graphing+calculator&fr=yfp-t-501&ei=utf-8&x=wrt&w=152&h=160&imgurl=office-equipment.ninashop.ru/p/54/images/ti83plus-portable-graphing-student-calculator-187k-memory-hard-case.jpg&rurl=http://office-equipment.ninashop.ru/graphing-calculator-case.htm&size=6.4kB&name=ti83plus-portable-graphing-student-calculator-187k...&p=graphing+calculator&type=JPG&oid=ca32fd9f6bce61d2&no=6&tt=12,902&sigr=120k8f2hf&sigi=13geq2ued&sigb=12u5er


 -25- 

each student purchases this graphing calculator for use in this class, as well as all future high school 

mathematics courses. 

 

 

PRE-ALGEBRA 

Full Year 

This course covers Common Core State Standards from both 7th and 8th grade to prepare 

students for Algebra I in 8th grade.  Topics include operations with integers, rational 

numbers and equations, proportions and variation, percent, similarity and 

transformations, surface area and volume of solids, data analysis and samples, 

probability, linear equations and functions, angles and similarity, radicals and the 

Pythagorean theorem, and exponents and scientific notation.  The 7th grade math teachers use a 

flipped model of instructions in which all lessons are available to watch on line.  We begin with the use 

of a basic scientific calculator and eventually transition to the TI-84+™ graphing calculator. 

 

 

ADVANCED PRE-ALGEBRA 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Pre-Algebra class.  A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. This course covers Common Core State Standards from both 

7th and 8th grade to prepare students for Algebra I. Topics include operations with integers, rational 

numbers and equations, proportions and variation, percent, similarity and transformations, surface area 

and volume of solids, data analysis and samples, probability, linear equations and functions, angles 

and similarity, radicals and the Pythagorean theorem, and exponents and scientific notation.  We begin 

with the use of a basic scientific calculator and eventually transition to the TI-84 Silver Plus Edition 

graphing calculator. The Advanced Pre-Algebra class will move at a quicker pace along with providing 

deeper coverage of course content expectations. Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, 

located in Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and 

requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

Full Year 

The 7th grade mathematics curriculum focuses on four areas:  (1) developing 

understanding of and applying rules of number sense; (2) developing understand of 

operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and linear equations; (3) 

drawing inferences about populations based on samples; (4) developing understanding 

of and applying proportional relationships we begin with the use of basic understanding 

of computation and eventually transition to the TI-84+ graphing calculator. 
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Math Lab 7 

Full Year 

Students enrolled in Math Lab will focus on various critical areas from their correlated grade level 

mathematics class. Math Lab utilizes specially designed instruction to instruct, remediate, and provide 

rich, grade-level problem-solving experiences by targeting instruction with fewer topics. Topics include 

(1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, and solving linear equations and 

systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe 

quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing relationships with variables and determining values of 

solutions. Students receive additional practice in areas of mathematics such as 

fractions/decimals, variables, inequalities, patterns, expressions, algebraic rules, algebraic 

equations functions, and square roots/irrational numbers. The class is designed for students 

who are performing below grade level in Mathematics. The class is designed for students who 

are performing below grade level in Mathematics, specifically reserved for those who students 

who have an Individualized Education Plan. 

 

 

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS 

Full Year 

The textbooks for the Reading/Language Arts Program is Collections 7. The Reading/Language Arts 

program is a multi-level, developmental reading program that emphasizes reading, writing, listening and 

speaking.  The curriculum is based on the Common Core State Standards.  The goals of the program 

are to ensure that all students achieve maturity and independence as readers and that they become 

highly effective and creative communications through their writing, speaking and discussion, problem-

solving, critical thinking, and debate type experiences.  Our program emphasizes writing, listening and 

speaking as highly effective strategies for improving reading performance and for ensuring that 

adolescents are interested and successful in reading.  Writing is stressed so as to develop fluency and 

creativity.  Students use the rules of good spelling and grammar as they develop editing skills to 

produce an accurate final copy.  The writing for the year will focus first on review for the M-STEP test 

and then begin to follow the SAT Writing Prep.   

 

The Reading/Language Arts Program provides a developmental reading curriculum for teaching, 

practicing and applying comprehension, spelling, literary and critical reading skills, in which follows the 

Common Core State Standards. 

 

 

LANGUAGE!   

Full Year 

Language! is a prescribed literacy curriculum designed to differentiate instruction based on individual 

student needs.  This class focuses on five areas of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, and comprehension.  The class is designed for students who are reading below grade level 

and cannot read and understand grade-level texts. 

Other:  Students are assigned based on reading scores.  Two-hour classes replace grade level ELA 

course; one-hour class replaces an elective hour (4 elective classes throughout the year) 
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ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Language Arts class.  A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. 

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Full Year 

Seventh grade Social Studies is a full year of world history and geography, covering historical thinking 

as well as World History Eras 1-3 (prehistory to the end of the Roman Empire).  Strong ties to the 

Common Core Standards for Literacy in History/Social, the curriculum builds upon much of the 

research on historical thinking and uses practical classroom applications. 
 

 

ADVANCED SOCIAL STUDIES 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Social Studies class. A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. The Advanced Social Studies class reaches deeper into the 

curriculum so that students receive a wider depth of knowledge about the events taking place between 

Prehistory and the end of the Roman Empire.  Students in this class are required to complete projects, 

study primary sources, as well as additional information texts to provide background and expand their 

knowledge of the different periods studied. Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in 

Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and 

requirements of an Advanced course. 

 

 

HEALTH 

10 weeks 

The 7th grade Health course continues to build upon Michigan Model for Comprehensive School Health 

Education. Seventh grade students explore such topics as personal health and disease, dealing with 

pressures, and communicating effectively to help manage family and peer relationships. Students will 

also learn the importance of nutrition and physical activity.  Alcohol and drug education are also 

included in this class.   

Groundwork is laid for an understanding of healthy choices and behaviors in comprehensive terms; that 

is to say, health is seen as the sum total of one’s personal decisions in physical, mental, emotional and 

environmental areas.  Family values and needs are focused on to achieve the ultimate goal of wellness. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

10 weeks 

A ten-week required physical education class couples individual skill development with team play.  

Participation and sportsmanship are emphasized.  Rules, terminology and fundamental skills relating to 

such sports as soccer, softball, and basketball are discussed and practiced. 
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SKILLS FOR ADOLESCENCE 

10 weeks 

This course is designed to improve the necessary skills students will need to effectively deal with the 

changes and challenges during adolescence through adulthood.   The areas of self-esteem, 

organization and study skills, decision-making, and conflict resolution skills will be the primary focus of 

the course.  Students can expect to use a variety of reading and writing strategies, large and small 

group learning, role playing, peer tutoring, and project-based assignments to help achieve the course 

goals.  Student placement for this course will be determined by grades and behaviors. 

 

 

THE EIGHTH GRADE PROGRAM 
 

All 8th grade students are required to take Algebra, General Science, Reading/Language Arts, Social 

Studies (American History) and World Language.  These required courses are full-year and are taught 

by highly qualified teachers.  

Opportunities are available for students who wish to “pull ahead” or take an online course outside of the 

school day in order to create space in their schedule to take other courses within the traditional school 

day. (For example:  an 8th grade student could take his/her World Language course online after school 

in order to take other elective courses during the school day.)  Parents/Guardians who are interested in 

these options should contact their child’s counselor to obtain additional information. 

Human Sexual Development and Physical Education are required ten-week classes.  HUMAN SEXUAL 

DEVELOPMENT IS SUBJECT TO PARENT/GUARDIAN APPROVAL. A PARENT/GUARDIAN MAY 

OPT THEIR CHILD OUT OF THE WHOLE COURSE OR PARTICULAR LESSONS.  The Lakeview 

Board of Education approved course content features information on reproductive health and State of 

Michigan mandated AIDS education.  Through parent/guardian sessions, adults will be encouraged to 

review the materials to be used in this class.  The parent sessions are designed to be informational and 

to facilitate communication between parents and their children. 

 

Eighth grade students may also take a maximum of six elective classes.  Band and Orchestra are 

considered elective courses; consequently, students involved in these programs are eligible to choose 

a maximum of two additional classes.  Most electives change every ten weeks; however, some are one 

semester in length.  Band and Orchestra are full-year electives.  Students identified as needing help in 

developing reading or math skills may be recommended for a “Study Skills” course. 

 

Eighth grade students, in the spring, take the Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP) 

test, a very important examination that helps in planning future educational programs. 8th graders also 

take the PSAT 8/9 in the spring.  This assessment will be used by the LHS administration and staff to 

appropriately schedule students.  It is also used as a college readiness predictor.  The information 

collected and analyzed is valuable for future programming and instructional decisions.   

 

NWEA TESTING 

Three times a year all students will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress™ (MAP).  We 

give students MAP tests to determine each student’s instructional level and to measure academic 

growth throughout the school year, and from year to year in the areas of Math and Language Arts. 
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Each student will take the tests on a computer. MAP tests are unique in that they adapt to be 

appropriate for your child’s level of learning. As a result, each student has the same opportunity to 

succeed and maintain a positive attitude toward testing.  And with MAP tests, we can administer shorter 

tests and use less class time while still receiving detailed, accurate information about your child’s 

growth.  These results, along with other student achievement data, are used by staff members to make 

instructional, programming, and scheduling decisions. 

Each school year, students in grades 6, 7, and 8 take the tests in Fall, Winter and Spring.  Following 

each testing period, you will receive a report showing your child’s growth.  

For more information on resources for parents, download the Parent Toolkit at www.nwea.org. 

 

COURSE SELECTIONS 
 

This booklet contains brief course descriptions for Jefferson’s elective program.  Not all electives will be 

taught each marking period; some may not be taught at all during any given school year.  Student 

interest is among the determining criteria in making a particular class available. 

 

Carefully review all electives BEFORE making choices.  Be aware of the following:  (1) Band and 

Orchestra are full-year courses; and (2) some electives are a semester.  Elective classes with low 

preference requests will not be retained in the schedule; therefore, not all choices may be honored. 

 

 

 

8TH GRADE CORE CONTENT 
 

AMERICAN HISTORY 

Full Year 

This is a year-long course in which students learn about American History, from the writing of the 

Constitution through the Reconstruction Era.  Geographic, civics/government, and economics content 

are integrated within the historical context.  Studies are enhanced by the use of role playing and 

historical plays, writing assignments, projects, and group work to better understand our country’s 

history and the democratic principles that it was founded upon. 

 

 

ADVANCED AMERICAN HISTORY 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced American History class. A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. The Advanced American History class reaches deeper into 

the curriculum so that students receive a wider depth of knowledge about the events taking place 

between the writing of the Constitution and the Civil War era.  Students in this class are required to 

complete projects, study primary sources, read novels and informational books, as well as additional 

informational texts to provide background and expand their knowledge of the different periods studied. 

Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description 

Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an advanced course. 
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EARTH SCIENCE 

Full Year 

This course covers the Earth Science topics as described in the Michigan Science Standards. The 4 

Earth science topics are Space Science; History of Earth; Earth’s Systems; Weather and Climate. 

Emphasis is placed on Core Disciplinary Ideas, Science and Engineering Practices and the Cross 

Cutting Concepts that are found/used in all areas of science. Students utilize reading and writing 

strategies to learn and communicate scientific information and knowledge. Critical thinking and 

graphing skills are used in analysis of experimental data. Discussion of scientific issues help prepare 

students for today’s society. 

 

ADVANCED EARTH SCIENCE 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Earth Science class.  A student’s 

grades, along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 

placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 

test scores will be used when necessary. 

 

The Advanced Earth Science class will move at a quicker pace along with providing deeper coverage of 

course content expectations.  Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A 

of the Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an 

Advanced course. 

 
 

GEOMETRY  

Full Year - 1 credit 

The Geometry course is offered as an advanced Math opportunity to students who 

have successfully completed Algebra 1.  This course integrates coordinate and 

transformational geometry with strong attention to measurement formulas and three-

dimensional figures and will meet the Michigan High School Content Expectations and 

Common Core State Standards.  Logical reasoning and concept of proofs are also 

developed.  The course is divided into the following units: Points, Lines, Planes, and Angles, Inductive 

Reasoning and Proof, Parallel and Perpendicular Lines, Identifying and Applying Congruent Triangles, 

Exploring Quadrilaterals, Connecting Proportion and Similarity, Circles, Applying Right Triangles and 

Trigonometry, Exploring Polygons, Area, and Volume, and Coordinate Transformations.  It is strongly 

recommended that parents purchase a TI-Nspire™ graphing calculator for use in this course.  

Successful completion of this course will satisfy the Geometry requirement for a State of Michigan High 

school diploma.  Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the 

Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an 

Advanced course. 

 



 -31- 

ADVANCED ALGEBRA 
Full Year – 1 credit 
Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Algebra class.  A student’s grades, 
along with their teacher recommendation rubric score will be used to determine the appropriate 
placement of students into this class. Additionally, standardized assessments scores and/or placement 
test scores will be used when necessary.  The Honor’s Algebra 1 class will move at a quicker pace 
along with providing deeper coverage of course content expectations, with a strong focus on real world 
application and an integration of geometric concepts with the Algebra 1 content. Please refer to the 
Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the Course Description Book, for more 
information about the expectations and requirements of an Advanced course. 
 
 

ALGEBRA 1 

Full Year – 1 credit 

Our Algebra 1 course content is a part of the Michigan Merit Curriculum consisting of the national 

Common Core Mathematics Standards.  This course is comprised of six units:  Linear Equations, 

Systems of Equations and Functions, Exponential Functions, Quadratic Functions, Polynomials 

Functions, and Bivariate Data and Mathematical Modeling. 

 

Technology is also a very important component of the teaching strategies we use to instruct our 

students.  JMS Algebra 1 students use the TI-Nspire™ graphing calculator.  All students will have 

access to a calculator daily for classroom use; however, students will not have the ability to 

take a calculator home.  It is, therefore, strongly encouraged that each student purchase this 

graphing calculator for use in this class, as well as all future high school Mathematics courses. 

 

 

8th GRADE MATH 

Full Year 

8th grade Math is primarily meant for students that are new to Lakeview Public Schools and those that 

were enrolled in 7th grade math. 

Students taking 8th grade Math will focus on the three critical areas from 8th grade as defined in the 

national Common Core Mathematics Standards: (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and 

equations, and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a 

function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing two- and three-

dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding 

and applying the Pythagorean Theorem.  Furthermore, students will begin working with the concepts 

found in Algebra 1. 

The course content of 8th grade Math is a part of the Michigan Merit Curriculum consisting of the 

national Common Core Mathematics Standards.  Course topics include:  Operations with Integers and 

Rational Numbers, Proportions and Variation, Percents, Linear Equations, Inequalities, Systems of 

Equations and Inequalities, Functions, and Radical and Exponents. 

Technology is also a very important component of the teaching strategies we use to instruct our 

students.  JMS 8th grade Math students use the TI-84+™ graphing calculator.  All students will have 

access to a calculator daily for classroom use; however, students will not have the ability to 

take a calculator home.  It is, therefore, strongly encouraged that each student purchase this 

graphing calculator for use in this class, as well as all future high school mathematics courses. 
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Students successfully completing 8th grade Math at JMS will take Algebra 1 their freshman year of high 

school.  

Math Lab 8 

Full Year 

Students enrolled in Math Lab will focus on various critical areas from their correlated grade 

level mathematics class. Math Lab utilizes specially designed instruction to instruct, remediate, 

and provide rich, grade-level problem-solving experiences by targeting instruction with fewer 

topics. Topics include (1) formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, and 

solving linear equations and systems of linear equations; (2) grasping the concept of a function 

and using functions to describe quantitative relationships; (3) analyzing relationships with 

variables and determining values of solutions. Students receive additional practice in areas of 

mathematics such as fractions/decimals, variables, inequalities, patterns, expressions, 

algebraic rules, algebraic equations functions, and square roots/irrational numbers. The class 

is designed for students who are performing below grade level in Mathematics. The class is 

designed for students who are performing below grade level in Mathematics, specifically 

reserved for those who students who have an Individualized Education Plan. 

 

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS 

Full Year 

The textbooks for the Reading/Language Arts program are Collections 8. The Reading/Language Arts 

program is a multi-level, developmental reading program that emphasizes reading, grammar, writing, 

listening and speaking.  The goals of the program are to ensure that all students achieve maturity and 

independence as readers and that they become highly effective and creative communicators through 

their writing, speaking and discussion, problem-solving and critical thinking experiences.  

This program emphasizes writing, listening and speaking as highly effective strategies for improving 

reading performance and for ensuring that adolescents are interested and successful in reading. 

Writing is stressed so as to develop fluency and creativity.  Students use the rules of good spelling and 

grammar as they develop editing skills to produce an accurate final copy. 

The Reading/Language Arts program provides a developmental reading curriculum for teaching, 

practicing and applying comprehension, spelling, literary, and critical reading skills. 

 

LANGUAGE!   

Full Year 

Language! is a prescribed literacy curriculum designed to differentiate instruction based on individual 

student needs.  This class focuses on five areas of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, 

vocabulary, and comprehension.  The class is designed for students who are reading below grade level 

and cannot read and understand grade-level texts. 

Other:  Students are assigned based on reading scores.  Two-hour classes replace grade level ELA 

course; one-hour class replaces an elective hour (4 elective classes throughout the year) 
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ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS 

Full Year 

Students that meet specific criteria will be placed into an Advanced Language Arts class.  Student 

grades along with standardized assessment scores, placement exam scores and a student’s rubric 

score will be used to determine the appropriate placement of students into this class.  The Advanced 

Language Arts class will move at a quicker pace along with providing deeper coverage of course 

content expectations.  Please refer to the Advanced Program Handbook, located in Appendix A of the 

Course Description Book, for more information about the expectations and requirements of an 

Advanced course. 

 

HUMAN SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT 

10 weeks 

Human Sexual Development is a program in reproductive health and sexual responsibility that is 

designed for 8th grade students and their parents/guardians.  The course features several interrelated 

lessons founded on the seven basic human values of equality, honesty, respect, responsibility, 

promise-keeping, self-control and social justice. 

 

Award-winning video segments are an integral part of most lessons.  The interviews were taped in 

various parts of the United States and reflect a variety of ethnic and economic backgrounds.  Some 

segments assist in presenting subject matter and some furnish dramatizations for classroom 

discussion.  Evening meetings are held in the spring of the year to familiarize parents/guardians of 7th 

graders with course content and to answer questions. 

 

Band/Orchestra students will take HSD during one quarter of Time to Read.  Students taking HSD will 

not have to meet the expectations of T2R while taking HSD.  If these students miss assignments they 

will have to attend a ZAP (Zero’s Aren’t Permitted) session the next day after school!  

 

Although Human Sexual Development is a required course, a parent/guardian signature indicating 

permission for enrollment MUST be included on the course selection sheet.  A PARENT/GUARDIAN 

MAY OPT HIS/HER CHILD OUT OF THE WHOLE COURSE OR PARTICULAR LESSONS. 

SKILLS FOR ADOLESCENCE 

10 weeks 

This course is designed to improve the necessary skills students will need to effectively deal with the 

changes and challenges during adolescence through adulthood.   The areas of self-esteem, 

organization and study skills, decision-making, and conflict resolution skills will be the primary focus of 

the course.  Students can expect to use a variety of reading and writing strategies, large and small 

group learning, role playing, peer tutoring, and project-based assignments to help achieve the course 

goals.  Student placement for this course will be determined by grades and behaviors. 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
 

SPANISH 1 

Full Year 

This course introduces the student to the basic concepts of the Spanish language, including the 

development of skills in reading, writing, listening, and conversation. Correct pronunciation, grammar 

fundamentals, masculine and feminine nouns, noun-adjective agreement, present tense conjugations, 

possessive adjectives, direct object pronouns, ordinal numbers, and affirmative commands. The 

students will acquire the following vocabulary: greetings, activities, time, food, adjectives, family, 

clothing, school places and classes, interrogatives, and places in the city. They will also learn about the 

culture of the Spanish-speaking world. 

 

FRENCH 1 

Full Year 

This course introduces students to the French language through listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. Basic vocabulary such as family members, food, classroom objects, sports and 

buildings are learned through various activities and projects.  Emphasis is also placed on an appreciation 

and understanding of the French-speaking people and their culture through stories, pictures and videos. 

 

MANDARIN, GERMAN, JAPANESE, LATIN (On-Line Class) 

Full Year 

These classes are on-line, and will meet daily in a JMS computer lab. MVS classes will be held if a 

minimum number of students elect to take, and are scheduled into these classes. Michigan Virtual 

School will be the vehicle in which these courses are taught. The instructor assigned to your student by 

MVS can be contacted via phone or online. There is no face to face instruction/help provided for these 

courses. Students must be motivated, as they will be working independently without the presence of a 

teacher who can offer direct instruction of these foreign languages. Aside from the daily class time 

students have to work on the online course, it is also expected that students spend an additional 30-60 

minutes at home each night working on the course in order to stay on pace for completion. Because of 

this, having internet access at home is strongly recommended if a student chooses to enroll in an MVS 

class. Enrollment into this class requires both parent and student signatures on the Student On-Line 

Foreign Language Enrollment form.  This form can be found attached to the 8th grade course selection 

sheet.  Failure to complete this form will result in a student being dropped from the course.  

Please note:  Students who fail their MVS course will be required to repay the school for the cost of 
the course.  ($325.00 per semester, $650 for the year) 
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ELECTIVE PATHWAYS 
 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 

BAND – (6) 

Full Year  

This class is an introduction to band; no previous experience in band is necessary.  It is offered to every 

6th grade student, and a “Beginning Band Night” is offered to 5th grade students in the spring, so they 

can try out all the instruments.  The class meets for a full period every day, and daily practice is 

required.  Individual and group instruction on woodwind, brass, and percussion 

instruments is offered.  In most cases, students must provide their own instruments**; 

however, information on rental instruments is available at the Beginning Band Night.  

Students who select Band are expected to remain in the class for the entire year, but 

must remain in the class for at least an entire semester (20 weeks).  Several 

performance opportunities are provided and required, including the Fall Concert, Holiday 

Concert, Mid-Winter Concert, Spring Concert, and the Memorial Day Parade.  

**The district has a limited number of instruments available for families who have financial hardship, 

determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 

BAND (7, 8 – AUDITION FOR PLACEMENT) 

Full Year 

Emphasis is placed on preparation of concert music while continuing to develop and 

refine playing skills.  Daily practice on the student’s instrument is required.  Intonation, 

tone production and proper balance and blend are stressed.  Band performances may 

include, but are not limited to, the Fall Concert, Holiday Concert, Pre-Festival Concert, 

Band Festival and the Memorial Day Parade.  These performances are mandatory.  

Students are encouraged to participate in district band/solo/small ensemble contests.  The Band 

performs at Holiday Concerts, in Band Festival and in the Memorial Day Parade. Students who select 

band must remain in the class for an entire semester. 

 

 

ORCHESTRA (6) 

Full Year 

This course is a continuation of the string program that started in the elementary schools. The course 

helps to perfect the skills needed to perform in concerts and prepare students for Solo & Ensemble and 

Orchestra Festivals.  The curriculum introduces students to sight reading, music theory, 

music history, solo literature and fundamentals of string instruments.  Required 

performances include, but are not limited to, Fall Concert, Cabaret, Spring Concert, Solo 

Recital and Collage Concert.  In most cases, students must provide their own instruments.  

The class meets for a full period every day; daily practice is required.  Students who select 

Orchestra must remain in the class for an entire semester. 

**The district has a limited number of instruments available for families who have financial hardship, 

determined on a case-by-case basis. 
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ORCHESTRA (7, 8) 

Full Year 

This course places an emphasis on preparation of concert music while continuing to refine skills 

needed to perform.  Daily practice is required along with participation that may include, but are 

not limited to, the following performances:  Fall Concert, Cabaret, Spring Concert and 

Orchestra Festivals.  The Solo & Ensemble is highly encouraged as it develops individual skill 

and pride in achievement.  Competitions and concerts help develop group identity, and teamwork, 

which are a vehicle for expression of emotions through music.  Students who select Orchestra must 

remain in the class for an entire semester. 

 

**The district has a limited number of instruments available for families who have financial hardship, 

determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 

 

DRAMA (6,7,8) 

20 weeks 

The course is designed for students who would like a greater appreciation and understanding of drama 

and dramatic performance. This class provides a workshop approach to the art of 

drama.  Students will discuss dramatic arts, engage in script writing and role-

playing.  Students will also learn how to become an analytical audience member while 

using the ‘Stars and Wishes’ critique strategy. Emphasis will be placed on vocal technique, facial 

expressions, body movement, how to write a script, how to block a scene, and backstage techniques.  

 

MUSIC EXPLORATIONS (6,7,8) 

10 Weeks 

The Music Explorations class is an opportunity for students to continue to explore music 

through drumming experiences.  A variety of musical experiences will be offered that may 

include but are not limited to singing, drumming, learning about music from other cultures, 

playing bucket drums and other percussion instruments.  Students will experience music 

through diverse outlets and do various rhythm projects.  There are no prerequisites for this class. 

 

CHOIR-RED (6) 

20 Weeks 

This class is a beginning choir class.  Students learn the basic elements of music including rhythm, 

melody, harmony, notation and reading music.  The class performs various genres of music through the 

semester to facilitate those basic elements.  The students will learn vocal techniques that are essential 

to proper vocal production.  The class will focus on music in the American tradition to facilitate all these 

elements.  The choir performs at 2 concerts which are mandatory. 

 

CHOIR-BLUE (7,8) 

20 Weeks 
This class is a continuation of 6th grade choir.  Students learn the basic elements of music including, 
rhythm, melody, harmony, notation and reading music.  The class performs various genres of music 
through the year to facilitate those basic elements.  The students will learn vocal techniques that are 
essential to proper vocal production.  The class will focus on music in the American tradition to facilitate 
all these elements.  Students are encouraged to participate in district vocal/solo/small ensemble 
contests.  The choir performs at four concerts and choir festival.  These performances are mandatory.  
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Students who select 7,8 choir must remain in the class for an entire semester. Students can elect to 
take this course more than once during each school year. 
 

CORE EXTENSIONS 
 

PATRIOT PUBLICATIONS (6,7,8) 

20 weeks 

Students participate in all steps involved in publishing the school 
newspaper and yearbook.  Students learn the basic elements of 
newspaper writing, caption writing, news and photo layout, design, copy 
writing, editing and photojournalism.  First semester students will focus on 
yearbook design and will produce the yearbook. Second semester 

students focus on news writing and will produce issues of the school newspaper which is sold 
during lunches and T2R.  
 

PROJECT SCIENCE (7,8) 

20 Weeks 

Project Science is a semester long elective science class where students participate in project-based 

and hands-on activities. This class focuses primarily on local and global environmental issues and the 

impacts of humans’ actions on our ecosystem. A strong focus is placed on STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) activities.  Students will work in cooperative groups 

throughout the semester to better prepare students for real-world experiences. 

  

INVENTION/MARKETING  (6,7,8) 

10 weeks 

This course encourages creative thinking skills through problem solving. Students will learn about 

historical and modern-day inventions and inventors. Students will also learn about advertising and 

marketing techniques. They will be given a variety of challenges and will need to come up with unusual 

solutions. Students will have the opportunity to develop their presentation skills by sharing their projects 

with their classmates.  Work will be done using a variety of software and Internet tools as well as a wide 

variety of materials. The end-of-the-quarter project will use the students’ own creativity to make an 

invention of their own, building a model, doing a patent search and patent application and coming up 

with ideas for marketing their own invention.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (REQUIRED 6 and 7) (ELECTIVE 8) 

10 weeks 

Individual skill development is coupled with the elements of team play.  Participation and sportsmanship 

are emphasized.  Rules, terminology, and fundamental skills relating to such sports as soccer, softball, 

and basketball are discussed and practiced.  Physical fitness testing is also performed. 
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VISUAL ARTS 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ART (6) 

10 Weeks 

In this introduction to art class, students will be creating many different projects.  Drawing skills will be 

developed and students will have the chance to create many different and exciting projects using a 

variety of materials. 

 

 

CREATIVE ARTS (6) 

10 weeks 

In this art class students will be creating a variety of projects using many different 

materials including but not limited to clay, paint, pencil and plaster.  Students will also 

learn about the art as well as the artist.  

 

DRAWING/PAINTING/PRINTMAKING - 2-D Art (7, 8) 

10 weeks 

This class will emphasize art in the two-dimensional form.  This could include, but is not limited to, 

mosaic, printmaking, painting/drawing.  There are many other materials that might be used.  The 

students will learn about and create many exciting projects as well as learn about different artists and 

the history behind the different types of art. 

 

 

CLAY/SCULPTURE/PAPIER-MACHE – 3-D – ART (7, 8)  
10 weeks 

This class will emphasize art in the three-dimensional form.  The student will use clay as well as a 

variety of other materials that may include but are not limited to: wire, papier mache’, wood, cardboard 

and paper.  Students while learning about these different materials and the artists that used them will 

create many exciting projects.  They will also be exposed to the history behind the different types of art. 

 

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY/ COMMUNICATION 
 

21 THINGS 4 STUDENTS (6,7,8)   

10 weeks 

This course offers just-in-time and project-based resources online which increase opportunities for 

authentic portfolio-based assessment of educational technology literacy skills of students.  The 

performance-based activities are based on 21st century educational technology tools such as: Google 

Docs, spreadsheets and graphing, digital citizenship, copyright, presentation tools, etc.  

 

PHOTOSHOP  (7,8) 

10 weeks 

This course introduces students to the process of design and the principles of design.  The emphasis of 

the class will be on how graphic design communicates to others and problem solving.  Students will 

learn about typography, color theory and the principles of design.  Students will learn the basics of 

Adobe Photoshop.  Design elements of both print and web publications will be introduced.  Students 

will explore the career opportunities that the graphic design field has to offer. 
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ILLUSTRATOR (8) 

10 weeks 

Students will explore Adobe Illustrator.  Students will discover principles of vector graphics and how 

they apply in graphic design. 

 

 

COMPUTERS – Computer Literacy (6,7)  

10 Weeks 

This course in an introduction to computers.  Students will learn the basics of the Google Drive Suite.  

Students are introduced to Docs, Slides, and Sheets.   

 

 

WEB DESIGN (6,7,8) 

10 weeks 

Learn how to create a web page!  Students will be introduced to basic web design theory 

and concepts. Students will be required to develop a web site in Google Sites, which is 

only viewable by Lakeview students and staff. 

 

TECHNOLOGY/INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

 

CAREER CHOICES FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS (6,7,8) 

10 Weeks 

This class allows students to explore a broad range of careers available in today’s society, 

including traditional, nontraditional and emerging careers.  Units of instruction focus on 

content for practical living and career studies. This will assist students in identifying and 

researching careers best suited to their interests, skills and values. The individual learning 

plan (ILP) will be utilized as a tool for career exploration.   

Students are going to learn the necessary pathways to prepare themselves for future coursework so 

they can prepare well for a career of choice.  

Students IDP will also include a marketing and job readiness e-portfolio.  Some of the items in the e-

portfolio will include a resume or application, an introductory video for a potential employer.    Students 

will learn interviewing etiquette and tips.  Students will also create an awareness of skills future 

employers expect employees to have before they start on the job.  They will be introduced to how their 

career translates into everyday life in a concluding activity called education and earning power 

 

 

STUDIO SKILLS (6,7,8)  (Can be only taken once) 

10 weeks 

This class explores the “behind the scenes” of television production.  Students will learn the technical, 

operational and creative uses of audio (sound), video (TV) and studio equipment in the 

production of television programs.  The studio skills will include camera operation, 

sound mixing, lighting, teleprompter use, directing, editing and script editing. These 

skills will be used to operate the Jefferson TV studio.  Emphasis will be placed on 

creativity responsibility, accuracy, cooperation and other employability ethics.  Studio 

Skills is about the WORK involved in a television studio, NOT the GLAMOUR that is seen on the 

screen. 
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VIDEO PRODUCTION (6,7,8) 

10 Weeks 

This class involves the processes needed in planning and producing videos.  The class asks students 

to express themselves by creating videos that may include commercials, public service 

announcements, current events, or special reports.  Students are responsible for 

production planning, scripting, story-boarding, filming and editing.  Students may work 

on location throughout the school as well as in Jefferson’s own TV studio. 

 

PRESENTATION SKILLS (7,8) 
20 weeks 
This course focuses on using prior knowledge from video production or studio skills to produce the JMS 
TV show.  Students will work as on-air personalities, operate the broadcasting equipment, and produce 
videos.  This class is a great opportunity to build teamwork sills, learn to face challenges, work with 
time constraints, and improve writing, filming, and editing skills.  PLEASE REMEMBER:  An application 
is necessary to be chosen for this class.   
 
 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY (6) 

10 weeks 

This is a survey class that allows students to learn about a number of industrial, technical and 

engineering areas.  Students will learn about flight and how objects move. Students will also be 

introduced into the industrial arts through the creation of two basic woodworking projects.  Each project 

will be constructed using mostly hand tools and a select number of power tools.  Emphasis will be 

placed on proper safety precautions as well as appropriate tool usage.  Most of the learning is done 

through projects and class activities. 

 

 

WOODWORKING (7,8) 

10 weeks 

This introductory course exposes students to a variety of woodworking experiences and techniques.  

Emphasis is placed on the safe use of hand tools and a limited number of power tools and machines.  

Students gain knowledge in planning, reading working drawings and the use of the correct tools for 

each phase of construction.  The projects are carried through to completion with the application of 

appropriate finishes. 

 

 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY (7,8) 

10 weeks 

Students will utilize technology and woodworking skills to create quality projects.  The full range of 

technology in the woodshop will be used.  Students will be asked to follow an order of operations and 

create projects of quality and accuracy.  Measurement, safety, machine use, and production will be 

emphasized during the full duration of the class. 

 

Students will also be learning career and employability ethics such as:  Safety, Responsibility, Being an 

Independent Worker, Punctuality, Problem Solving, and Producing Best-Quality Products. 
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EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY (7,8) 

10 Weeks 

 

This class will examine three areas of Industrial Education:  Drafting, Design, and Metalworking.  

Students will learn principals of drafting, the use of basic drafting tools, design and design testing. Once 

mastered, these skills will then be used to create a basic sheet metal project. Students will also be 

learning career and employability ethics, such as:  Safety, Responsibility, Being an Independent 

Worker, Punctuality, Problem Solving, and Producing Best-Quality Products. 
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Jefferson Middle School  
Advanced Program 

 

Mission Statement 

Jefferson Middle School Advanced courses are designed for the talented and serious academic student 

who is willing and able to rise to the challenge of intense, independent, and in-depth work.  
 

Vision Statements 
 

Advanced Student Profile 
 

A Jefferson Middle School Advanced student demonstrates exceptional levels of achievement in the 

following areas: academic performance, work ethic, communication skills, and social behavior. 

 

Instruction/Curriculum 
 

The Jefferson Advanced program is a well-rounded, empowering program with a rigorous curriculum 

centered on creating life-long learners. This program strives to cultivate a meaningful student-centered 

learning environment. This includes research based instruction, as well as varied and engaging 

approaches, and provides challenges to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills. All 

instruction integrates and promotes the JMS Advanced Student Profile.  
 

Culture  
 

Our learning community includes students, parents and educators. Our community places a special 

emphasis on academic rigor, life skills, social development, creativity and continuous personal growth.  
 

Policies and Procedures 
 

Annual Placement into Advanced Classes 
 

The placement process for Advanced classes occurs annually, each spring. Students placed into 

Advanced classes for the current school year will be evaluated the prior spring, and appropriate 

recommendations will be made. Recommendations for students not currently enrolled in an Advanced 

class can also be made at this time. A teacher can choose to recommend that a student be considered 

for Advanced placement based off of the student’s performance during the current school year. 

Decisions regarding placement are made departmentally by the staff involved in that particular subject 

area. Placement into Advanced classes during one school year is not a guarantee of placement into 

Advanced classes for the following school year.  

 

2018-2019 Advanced classes will typically be comprised of the top 10% of students, in each subject 

area for that grade level based on the placement criteria which includes: grades from the previous 

school year, the Advanced rubric, NWEA scores, subject area entrance exams, and additional 

considerations such as school attendance and missing assignments.  
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Students placed into a course that is above their current grade level will be considered to be in an 

advanced placement course and will be held to all Advanced placement policies and procedures.  

 

Students will be notified of their placement into Advanced classes through their class schedule received 

on schedule pick up day held in August of each school year. Advanced classes will be marked as 

“Advanced” on the student’s schedule. 

 

Each of the items listed below are only considered as one component of the placement process. 

Jefferson Middle School staff will evaluate each component and will collaborate to decide on 

appropriate student placements. The components considered are listed below in order of importance.  

 

Grades 
 

In order for current 6th and 7th grade students to be considered as a candidate that can be 

recommended for placement into Advanced classes they need to have maintained an average of a B- 

(80%) or above in the subject area that they are being considered for. Student grades from the most 

recent grade level completed will be ranked in each subject area from top to bottom. A student’s grades 

alone do not guarantee placement from one year to the next.  

 

Advanced Rubric  
 

A rubric is completed for each student being recommended for placement by the subject area teacher 

for the current school year. Rubrics are reviewed by Jefferson Middle School staff to determine 

placements. Students will be ranked in each subject area from top to bottom based on the total rubric 

score. Please see the rubric located at the back of the Advanced Handbook for additional information. 

The rubric will be the primary factor considered for students that have been recommended and that 

meet the grade requirement of a B- or above as their final grade in a course. 

 

Assessments 
 

Once grades and rubric scores are analyzed for current 6th and 7th grade students, NWEA and subject 

area entrance exams will be considered as a piece of the information used to place students into 

Advanced classes. Students will be ranked from top to bottom based on assessment scores in each 

subject area. 

 

Additional Considerations 
 

Student conduct is an additional consideration including, whether or not and how frequently a student 

has been zapped, their school attendance, and any misconduct that may have occurred. 

 

Academic Requirement 
 

Students are expected to monitor their progress in their Advanced class(es) throughout each quarter of 

the school year. Any student whose grade falls below an 80% on their quarter report card will be 

considered to have not met the grade requirement to remain in that Advanced course. Students that do 

not receive an 80% or above on any report card will be placed into a general course for that subject 

area for the remainder of the school year.  
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**If at any point a student appears to be struggling in an Advanced course, JMS staff and the parent will 

work together to find the best solution and/or placement for that student.  

 

Subject Area Entrance Exams 
 

Interested 5th grade students that meet the NWEA threshold requirement, as well as students new to 

the district that meet the threshold requirement, can register to take subject area entrance exams for 

Advanced classes that he/she would like to be considered for. Subject area entrance exams are 

required for incoming 6th grade students and students new to the district in order to be considered for 

placement into Advanced classes. These entrance exams will provide baseline academic data that will 

be used by JMS staff in the placement process. Dates for the entrance exams will be determined each 

year and will be communicated out to students and parents. 

 

In order to be eligible to participate in the Subject Area Entrance Exams, interested 5th grade students 

must score at the 50th percentile or higher on their Winter NWEA assessments in the categories listed 

below. Students new to the district must earn a score within the Average range or higher in the 

categories listed below when they are assessed at registration. These thresholds must be met in order 

to qualify to take the Advanced Entrance Exams. 

 

For a 5th grade student to be eligible for the subject area exams mentioned below, a student’s score 

must fall at the 50th percentile or higher on the NWEA test listed across from it.  

 

Subject Area Entrance Exam    Qualifying NWEA Score needed on: 

Social Studies      NWEA Reading 

Math       NWEA Mathematics 

Language Arts      NWEA Reading 

Science      NWEA Mathematics or Reading 

 

For students new to the district to be eligible for the subject area exams mentioned below, a student’s 

score must fall within the Average range or higher on their assessment taken during registration.  

 

Subject Area Entrance Exam    Score in the Average Range or higher needed on: 

Social Studies      NWEA Reading 

Math       NWEA Mathematics 

Language Arts      NWEA Reading 

Science      NWEA Mathematics or Reading 

 

Taking a subject area entrance exam is not a guarantee of placement. Achievement on the subject 

area entrance exam is only one factor considered in the selection process. The other factors include: 

the Advanced rubric, grades, assessment scores, and the additional considerations mentioned above. 

 

Academic Pathways 
 

At any point in the school year, professional discretion can be used to appropriately place students into 

and out of Advanced classes. In addition, each spring, students that are not currently placed in 

Advanced classes can be considered for placement for the following school year, based on their current 

performance.  
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Recommendations from staff outside of Jefferson Middle School will be considered, however, Jefferson 

Middle School staff will determine final class placements.   

 

Placement into Advanced classes at Jefferson Middle School does not guarantee nor does it exclude 

placement into Advanced, AP, and/or dual enrollment classes at Lakeview High School.  

 

New Students to the District 
 

Students new to Lakeview Public schools that are interested in being considered for placement into 

Advanced classes must do the following: 

 

1-Provide a copy of the most recent report card issued from their former school. Students need to have 

received a B- or better on their report card in the subject area that they are being considered for. 

 

2- Complete and earn a qualifying score on the subject area entrance exams for the Advanced classes 

that the student would like to be considered for. Entrance exams can be taken during the spring date in 

April, or for students registering later, can be completed by appointment up until the end of the 2nd week 

in August. For scheduling purposes this August deadline will be strictly observed.  
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** The following is a sample rubric that is filled out in the spring for each student 

being considered for an Advanced class** 

 

Jefferson Middle School Advanced Program Rubric 

Mission Statement: Jefferson Middle School Advanced courses are designed for the talented and 
serious academic student who is willing to rise to the challenge of intense,  

independent, and in-depth work. 
 

 

Student Name:          

 

Teacher Name:           

 
School Attended (2017-2018):         

 

Grade (2017-2018):          

 
Subject area being recommended for:  

 
Math 
 
ELA 
 
Social Studies 
 
Science 
 
Final Grade B- (80%) or better in subject area being recommended for: 

Yes 
 
No 
 
Attended school at least 90% of the time in 2017-2018: 

Yes 
 
No 
 
Has student ever received a ZAP (7th and 8th grade placement only)? 

Yes 
 
No 
 
If student has ever received a ZAP, how many? ___________ 
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Student Characteristics: 
 

A Jefferson Middle School Advanced student demonstrates exceptional levels of 

achievement in the following areas: (please check all that apply) 

 

Work Ethic 

Commitment and dedication to learning _______ 
 
Takes initiative in all areas of learning _______ 
 
Reflects on learning and uses feedback to make improvements _______ 
 
Turns work in on time _______ 
 
Consistently strives to meet challenges and exceed expectations when  
completing classwork _______ 
 
Total: ____________ 

 

Academic Behavior 

Implements problem solving skills without adult supervision _______ 
 
Demonstrates the ability to think critically _______ 
 
Displays perseverance _______ 
 
Capable of handling academic pressure _______ 
 
Ability to complete tasks independently _______ 
 
Total: ____________ 
 

 
Communication Skills 
 
Listens attentively _______ 
 
Participates consistently _______ 
 
Contributes insightful and constructive comments _______ 
 
Inquisitive and asks relevant questions _______ 
 
Contributes in a meaningful way, building off others' comments _______ 
 
Total: ____________ 
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Social Behavior 
 
Meets STARR expectations _______ 
 
Displays high level of maturity _______ 
 
Positively interacts with staff and students _______ 
  
Works collaboratively _______ 
 
Demonstrates leadership skills _______ 
 
Total: ____________ 

 
 

TOTAL RUBRIC SCORE: _________ 
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Advanced Program Handbook 
Acknowledgment Form 

 
 
I have received and read the Jefferson Middle School Advanced Program Handbook and 
understand the mission, vision, policies and procedures of the Advanced program. In addition, 
I understand what is expected of my child if my child is placed into an Advanced class. I have 
sought clarification regarding all items that I did not fully understand, and am clear about the 
content of the Advanced Program Handbook.  
 
 
 
_____________________________ _______________________       ___________ 
Print Parent/Guardian Name  Parent/Guardian Signature  Date 
 
 
 
_____________________________ _______________________ __________ 
Print Student Name    Student Signature   Date 

 

 

**If your child receives an advanced course on their schedule at schedule pick-up in 

August please return this completed form to their advanced teacher after the start of the 

school year. 

 
 

 

 


