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Eco-Rally Celebrates Earth Day Through Fun, Food and Education

Key Club members and juniors Promise Agbo, Canitha Chi and Alexa Olmos are all smiles for the
Earth at the annual Eco-Rally, held on April 22 in the gym.

Jordan McMorris
On April 22, the Millennium
Club held its annual Earth Day celebration otherwise known as Eco-Rally
inside of the Norwalk High School
Gym last Friday. At the event, many
clubs participated by manning different booths meant to educate students
about environmental issues affecting
the Asian Temperate Forest. Students
also enjoyed playing fun games and
delicious food.
The event was catered by
Tacos Chihuahua, and Italian ice and
soft-serve ice cream was provided by
Frostbites, which has a store in Cerritos. For $5, students and staff got a
plate with two tacos, a quesadilla and
a side of rice, or two quesadillas with
one taco and a side of rice. Frostbites
sold two ﬂavors for $4 each: Shock
Tart, which was blue raspberry and sour
green apple Italian ice with vanilla softserve ice cream; and Chamango, which
was mango Italian ice with chamoy
sauce and Tajin seasoning. The money
raised by selling food will be donated
to the World Wildlife Fund.
Some of the activities that
students could take part of were face
painting, done by a few Art Club
members. Other booths consisted of

games, such as Key Club’s “Save The
Bees” game, in which players threw a
Ping-Pong ball, representing a bee, and
aimed at a ﬂower. And comix club gave
out free caricatures to the students.
Senior Gabriela Gallardo said,
“Our booth was talking about eco missionaries. These eco missionaries not
only spread the gospel but also God’s
creations. They plant churches and they
also plant trees. I think it went well,
because people enjoyed the ring toss
game and they also enjoyed the poster
board.”
Sophomore Juliana Vasquez
said, “It was really fun; some of my
friends were a part of the eco rally, and
it was cool.”
Millennium Club President
and senior Celeste Larios said Millennium makes sure to have the event on
the week of Earth Day to raise awareness for the day as well as to promote
eco-friendliness.
“You are going to live on this
earth for the rest of your life, unless
you move to Mars,” Larios joked.
“People need to start caring about the
planet, or else it will soon be uninhabitable.”

Charity to Charities Raises Stakes in Fourth Year
Evelyn Hernandez
Every year, since 2013,
Norwalk High School seniors have
raised thousands of dollars to donate
to several charities. This year, the
Class of 2016 sold granola bars and
raised an impressive $10,000 to help
support 10 different organizations.
An assembly will be taking
place in the gymnasium on April 28,
where seniors will present checks to
their charities’ representatives.
Fundraising this year started
with a Norwalk High Staff golf
tournament in February, where teachers and other staff members played
golf and sponsored different holes
during the tournament. The money
raised was used to buy boxes of
granola bars, which the seniors later
sold for a greater proﬁt to give to the
charities. The rest of the funds from
that day, along with some generous
donations from staff members, are
being donated to the Cancer Research
Institute, as well as to Wounded Warriors Family Support.
Each Government and AP
Government class voted on which
speciﬁc charity would receive each
class’ donations.
One of the charities chosen
was AMVETS (American Veterans)
National Service Foundation, whose
goal is to improve the quality of life
of American veterans and their families through leadership, advocacy and
services.
“Veterans did so much for
our country, and the least we could
do is help them through organizations

[such as AMVETS],” said
senior Sylvia Lopez, who will
be presenting the check to the
foundation’s representatives.
“The men and women who serve our country are
willing to put their lives on
the line for us. The least we
can do is give back and show
our appreciation,” agreed
senior Pablo Gonzalez, who
will be presenting the check
to his charity, Semper Fi
Fund, which provides ﬁnancial assistance and lifetime
support to United Stated
Armed Forces Veterans and
their families.
Another charity
that is a part of the event is
Médecins Sans Frontières
(translated, “Doctors Without Borders”), supported by
senior Mary Navalta. The
international organization
offers medical care to those

in developing countries and
regions affected by war.
Navalta believes “it is
a doctor’s job to provide help
for anyone who needs it, no
matter where they are.” She
aspires to be a doctor, so that
she too can help those in need.
Senior Alondra Aguilar also feels inspired by the
organization she chose, Court
Appointed Special Advocates
for Children (CASA) of Los
Angeles. CASA advocates
give abused and neglected
children the love and care they
need.
“If we help [these
children], they will have better
lives. I am going to major in
child development, and I hope
I can one day help children like
that ﬁnally feel loved.”
Other students feel
a closer connection to their
charities, such as senior Victo-

ria Lopez. Her charity, Mental
Health America, helps people
with mental illnesses and helps
spread awareness.
“I am affected by a
mental illness, and I know a
lot of people that are or have
been, too. It is unfortunate that
not enough people take mental
illnesses seriously or even know
about them,” said Lopez. During the assembly, she will be
presenting the check to the organization’s President and CEO.
Unfortunately, suicide
is another issue that has affected
many people, so it is not a huge
surprise that some seniors nominated the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention, including
Jordan Hernandez, Juan Herrera,
Richie Marroquin, and Brittanie Richard. Herrera said he
supports this foundation because
“too many people know loved
ones that have struggled or even

passed away because of it.”
Often, it is through a loved
one’s experiences that someone gets
to see how helpful a charity truly
is. Senior Jesse Lotts shared that his
best friend was granted a wish by
the Make-A-Wish foundation when
he was younger.
“I am glad that they were
able to help him. [Make-A-Wish]
really distracts kids’ minds from the
life situations they are in and helps
give them a reason to stay strong
and keep ﬁghting,” Lotts explained.
He will present the check to the
foundation’s representatives, keeping in mind what they did for his
friend, whom he still talks to today.
Among the students who
nominated United Cerebral Palsy
was senior Briana Nevarez, who
explained why she supports this
charity: “My sister had cerebral
palsy and passed away because of
it. I have seen what it is like for the
patients; the medicine and machines
and the insurance costs—it is all too
much. [United Cerebral Palsy] really helps out the patients and their
families.”
Nevarez will have the
honor of presenting the check to the
United Cerebral Palsy President and
CEO.
As of now, the seniors have
raised $45,000 in four years for 40
different charities. Hopefully, in the
coming years, seniors will continue
to make a big difference in the lives
of others.
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Seniors Headed to Top Universities Around the Country
Soﬁa Lopez
Students work through all
four years of high school to get their
diploma, graduate, and go to college.
However, some students decide to take
more rigorous classes, such as APs
and go the extra mile academically.
These are the students who give up
sleep, social lives and sometimes their
own sanity to climb to the top of their
class and aim for the top colleges.
Most of the seniors with the
top grades, high SAT or ACT scores
and stellar extracurricular involvement
will be attending one of the UCs or
Cal States. The UC system is considered one of the best public university
systems in the nation. There are nine
UC schools that offer both undergraduate and graduate programs: UC
Berkeley (AKA “Cal”); UCLA; UC
Santa Barbara (UCSB); UC San Diego
(UCSD); UC Davis; UC Irvine; UC
Santa Cruz; UC Riverside (UCR); and
UC Merced.
This year, a record number
of seniors were accepted to some or
all of these schools. Among those accepted are the following seniors, most
of whom were accepted to more than
one UC: Alex Aguilar (UC Merced);
Alyssa Aguilar (UC Davis); Claudia
Cabeza (Cal and UCLA); Lennice
Castro (Cal and UCLA); Alexis Colon
(UCLA); Nikko Delos Rios (UCI);

Gabriela Gallardo (UCI);
Alejandra Guerrero (UCR);
Alondra Guerrero (UCSB);
Heily Diaz (UC Davis);
Kethzia Higuera (UCI);
Sylvia Lopez (Cal); Ariana
Murillo (UCLA); Jessica
Orozco (UCSB); Valerie Ortiz
(UCSB); Elise Palencia (UCI
and UCLA); Celine Rosales
(UCSB); Jennifer Sanchez
(Cal); and Stephen Seager
(UCSB and Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo).
Elise Palencia

explained, “UCI was my ﬁrst
choice, because I really love
the campus and has the major
I want, and it is also close to
home.”
Lennice Castro
committed to UCLA, which
has been rated a top school
in many majors. Castro also
received an Achievement
Award Scholarship, which is
given to students in recognition of their academic excellence. “UCLA offered me a
big scholarship and the envi-

ronment intrigued me, which
was why I wanted to go,” said
Castro.
Private universities
tend to be even more difﬁcult
than public universities to be
accepted to. They also cost
more and are often not close to
home. However, the tradeoff
is that the classes and student
population tend to be smaller
and the facilities tend to be
nicer, because of alumni donations.
Lennice Castro,

Celeste Larios, Kethzia Higuera and
Sylvia Lopez were accepted to USC.
Sylvia Lopez was also accepted to
the University of Amherst and NYU.
Celeste Larios was accepted to Stanford, which covers tuition for students whose families make less than
$125,000 a year. Alyssa Tso was accepted to NYU and Harvard University. Brenda Hernandez was accepted
to the Illinois Institute of Technology.
Isabel Bayardo was accepted
to Johns Hopkins University, which
has an acceptance rate of 11.5% and is
located in Baltimore, Maryland.
“There was so much paperwork and it was very tiring, but I
freaked out when I saw my acceptance
letter,” shared Bayardo. Furthermore,
she was granted the Johns Bloomberg
Scholarship, which gave her $33,000
toward her tuition. Johns Hopkins
even ﬂew her out for three days to
check out the campus.
Now that college acceptance
season has ended, seniors are able to
relax and just worry about securing
ﬁnancial aid and applying for scholarships. After a summer of relaxing or
working to save up for college, they
will be headed off to new campus,
where they will spend the next four
years of their lives and begin the next
stage of their lives: adulthood.

Gates Millennium Scholars x 2

Spring Dance Concert Has the Moves

Seniors Celeste Larios and Kethzia Higuera who received the Bill Gates Millennium Scholarship, stand beside Mrs. Wong and Mrs. Iaquinta who wrote their letters of recommendation.

The Spring Dance Concert showcased the talented moves of studens from the various dance
groups.

Spring Pep Rally Celebrates the Season

The Norwalk High School cheerleaders celebrate spring sports with their impressive dance
moves.

Senior Kaitlyn Ramos and junior Glenn Bendebel perform a Polynesian dance together.
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The Jungle Book Movie Review
Jessica Orozco
Rating: PG
Running Time: 1 hr. and 51
mins.
Director: Jon Favreau
Starring: Neel Sethi, Bill Murray, Idris Elba, Ben Kingsley,
Lupita Nyong’o, and Scarlett
Johansson
Genre: Fantasy/Drama
The Jungle Book was
released on April 15 and retells
the beloved tale in a modern way.
The live-action remake of the
1967 animated version is still
about a young boy named Mowgli, who, after being left in the
jungle as an infant, is raised by a
pack of wild wolves and a black
panther named Bagheera. Things
take a wild and dangerous turn,
however, when Mowgli becomes
the target of evil tiger Shere
Khan, which then forces Mowgli
to contemplate whether or not he
belongs in the jungle.
In the beginning of
the ﬁlm, we see Mowgli racing alongside his wolf pack.
He struggles to keep up and is
constantly berated by Bagheera
for using his “human tricks” to
help him succeed in the jungle.

There is currently a water truce
in the jungle, which allows the
different species to drink the
water from Peace Rock without
worrying about being attacked by
other animals. However, while
drinking at Peace Rock with the
wolf pack, Mowgli is spotted and
threatened by the ferocious Shere
Khan. Consequently, in order
to keep the wolf pack safe from
Shere Khan’s wrath, Mowgli decides that he will leave the pack
and return to where the humans
live. Mowgli then goes on a very
exciting and scary adventure,
and learns many things along the
way.
Overall, this adaptation
really does justice to the revered
story of The Jungle Book and
offers a fresh twist to the original
Disney animated classic. As a fan
of the original, it was enthralling,
and nostalgic even, to see these
iconic characters come to life.
The voice acting behind the animals was very convincing, and
it is obvious to see that a lot of
thought was put into the casting
choices, especially when it came
to casting Mowgli. Some people
might ﬁnd it difﬁcult to take a

live action ﬁlm that incorporates
talking animals into its story
seriously. However, the voice
acting of the animals paired with
the performance of Sethi was executed so organically, that I never
really questioned the odd nature
of the ﬁlm. Sethi did an amazing
job as Mowgli, and considering
that this was his ﬁrst ever movie,
it is clear that he is a rising star.
He really made Mowgli come to
life and emphasized the youthful, and adventurous character of
Mowgli, you couldn’t help but be
enamored with his performance.
The graphics and the
setting of the ﬁlm were so breathtaking, it’s mind-blowing to
think that the ﬁlm was ﬁlmed in
Los Angeles in front of a green
screen. The animals in the ﬁlm
look so realistic and the scenery
was so lush and beautiful.
Another quirk of the
ﬁlm was despite the fact that it
wasn’t exactly a musical, but it
did include some renditions of
the famous songs from the original animated version.
Senior Erica Gaytan was especially excited about the mixing
of the old and new: “I absolutely

loved that they incorporated the
musical bit that makes Disney
movies so well-known.”
This version of The Jungle Book is something that anybody can enjoy, because, whether
you’re a fan of the original, or
this is your ﬁrst time seeing it,
you’re bound to leave the movie

theater impressed with the story.
You don’t have to be a child to
enjoy the ﬁlm, because it deals
with themes that even adults can
relate to, like courage and family,
while maintaining that youthful
tone that helps make the ﬁlm
exciting.

Mind of Mine Music Review
Alexis Martinez
On March 25, exactly
one year after leaving One Direction, Zayn Malik released his ﬁrst
solo studio album Mind of Mine.
After a lot of hype and three really
good pre-released songs including
“PILLOWTALK,” which debuted
at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100,
Malik had established his post-boy
band sound, and, because of that,
the album seemed very promising.

Being a fan of One Direction, I was eager to hear what Zayn
would be able to achieve with his
incredible voice all on his own and
listened to Mind of Mine for the
ﬁrst time with pretty high expectations.
While Zayn made history by becoming the only male
U.K. solo artist to debut at No. 1
with his ﬁrst album, I personally
thought that the album wasn’t as

great as it was made out to be. To
me, the ﬁrst thing I noticed about
the album was the track list. I
glanced through looking at song
titles to see if I could guess what
they would be about.
Malik’s track list is a
huge mess. It looks as if his shift
key got stuck as he was trying
to type out the titles “iT’s YoU,”
BeFoUr” and “sHe.” What was
the point? Another thing that I did

not like was that as soon as
the intro ended, the monotone
background music throughout the album made it sound
more like one very long song.
And I’m not the only one who
thought so. On Twitter, after
the album was released, I saw
quite a few people talking
about how, even though they
liked them, they thought that
all the songs sounded the
same. A few stood out to me
because of the lyrics, so it’s
not to say that I didn’t like the
album, because it deﬁnitely
had its perks. I just think that
it lacked variety when it came
to the background music.
I also felt that,
because of the music, the lyrics seemed very repetitive. I
understand that the chorus is
supposed to be repeated, but
it seemed like in “iT’s YoU,”
for example, almost the whole
song was just one long verse
(two of the verses started
pretty similarly “She got, she
got, she got” and “I won’t, I
won’t, I won’t”) repeated for
almost four minutes.
However, Entertainment Editor Jessica Orozco
disagreed. She said that her
favorite song was “iT’s YoU,”
because it reminded her of a
more mature version of One
Direction’s song “Gotta Be

You.” She also believes that
“ . . . this album shows off
Zayn’s vocals in a way that he
wasn’t able to when he was
in One Direction. because it’s
just him; he’s not being overshadowed.”
Orozco added, “I
think that it’s important that
he wrote the lyrics, because it
allows him to express himself
more. When he was in One
Direction, he had to follow
someone else’s rules and
was never allowed to express
himself. In my opinion, I feel
that it’s important for an artist
to express themselves in their
art because it makes it more
unique”
While opinions on
the album differ, this is only
his ﬁrst album and he clearly
has a lot of potential. What
is important is that Malik is
ﬁnally getting his own work
out there and having his own
words be heard. Listen to
Mind of Mine and establish
your own opinion of it.

Page 4

April 2016

Book Review: We Are the Ants
Sydney Roybal
Personally, I do not
enjoy young adult (YA) novels.
Many of the novels fail to probe
their readers’ brains (unlike the
characters in the novel I’m about
to review).
I feel like the authors
write the same situations over
and over again. Much to my chagrin, romance is mostly all you
can ﬁnd in the YA section. Yes,
there are occasionally science
ﬁction novels and novels about
a person who deals with depression, but the stories these authors
write about are limited. I’ve read
a lot of YA novels in my time,
but none have made me ponder
self-actualization. That is, until
I picked up We Are the Ants, by
Shaun David Hutchinson.
We Are the Ants is a
coming-of-age novel, jammed
packed with extreme, yet, unfortunately, realistic issues many
teenagers face, that varies from
their gender preference to losing
ones they love.
Throughout We Are the
Ants, the narrator, Henry Denton,
continues to ask others, as well
as himself, if the world is worth
saving or if humanity is better off
gone. Most people would prob-

ably not think twice before saving the world. Why would Henry
even need to think about it? You
might ask. Well, with only 144
days to decide if he should save
the world, Henry tells the whole
story and his thoughts about the
issues he is facing.
In short, Henry, like
many other people in this world,
does not believe life has value.
He and the people close to him,
struggle a lot through the novel.
His grandmother has Alzheimer’s, which is robbing her of her
essence. His mother is shattered,
because Henry’s dad decided
to walk out on them and so she
spends her days smoking and
avoiding the things that reminds
her of her ex-love.
As the story continues,
Hutchinson reveals many more
discouraging occurrences, which
include his own personal pain
over the loss of a loved one and
school bullying, but they also
make the answer to Henry’s
question obvious—until the bitter parts of life meet the sweet.
This here is a story that
is unlike the others you might
see walking down the YA aisle at
a bookstore. Hutchinson writes
a combination of romance, sci-ﬁ

California Donuts Are Sweet Anytime
Priscilla Carrillo
Ever crave something sweet in the morning?
In the middle of the day? At
9 p.m.? Well, California Donuts is the place to go! California Donuts is a 24-hour
retro-style bakery that serves
doughnuts, savory croissants,
mufﬁns, milkshakes and coffee. It’s located at 3540 W.
3rd St, in Los Angeles.
Rather than a
regular doughnut shop,
you literally stand on the
sidewalk and move up to
a window with a sign that
says “Don’t worry, we can
hear you,” because the glass
window divides you from the
doughnuts. All the doughnuts
looked delicious, but I chose
to purchase the chocolate
covered strawberries donut
along with the famous panda
donut, which is topped with
white colored icing and
Oreos as part of the ears and
eyes. Chocolate covered
strawberries are so delicious,
so being able to have it on
top of the doughnut made it
even more delicious. On the
other hand, I feel that the
panda donut needed some
type of ﬁlling inside to make
it tastier. I had higher expectations on the panda donut
because it looked so cute.
The Voice pho-

tographer Yesenia Alvarez
purchased the maple bacon
bar donut and a horchata
smoothie. “It was amazing.
I would go all the way back
just for the smoothie,” said
Alvarez.
The Voice photographer Pablo Gonzalez
purchased the Reeses Peanut
Butter and Nutella Banana
donuts. “Its overwhelming,
because you don’t know
what to pick; they all look so
good!” commented Gonzalez.
The downside is
that it’s more of a quick-stop
kind of place, rather than
being the type of place to sit
down and enjoy your delicious treats inside.
Their doughnuts are

very affordable. A specialty
doughnut of your choice
is between $2 to $3, while
the classic glazed are $1. If
you enjoy your doughnut
and would like some to take
home, the half-dozen of an
assortment of six classic
doughnuts is $5.75 and the
dozen of an assortment of 12
classic doughnuts is $10.50.
Also, if you are near Los
Angeles and are in the mood
for a croissant, California
Donuts sells delicious breakfast croissants between $2 to
$5. California Donuts also
takes custom orders. Visit the
Web site at: http://cadonuts.
com for further information
on custom orders or to take a
look at the full menu.

(surprise! There are aliens in
this novel!) and brutally honest
depictions of the struggles people
face as they go through life.
In an e-mail interview
with me, Shaun David Hutchinson revealed, “I believe in honesty. Life isn’t easy. It’s difﬁcult
and painful, and I never want
to hide that from readers. But I
also want them to know that it’s
beautiful and amazing, too.”
Personally, I believe
that he succeeded, because this
novel demonstrates that, despite
the unhappy moments in life,
there is also happiness to balance
out the bad. I think that is an
important realization that people,
especially teenagers, should
have, which is why I believe this
novel is wonderful for people
not only looking for an intriguing read, but also for those who
could relate to Henry Denton.
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Dr. Love

Artist Spotlight: Ryn Weaver

But, lately, my mom keeps getting
on my case about being single. Honestly, I feel like a 35-year-old cat
I’m scared to tell my girlfriend
lady whose mom tries to set her up
that I’ll most likely be moving to
on blind dates, so she can still have
the other side of the United States.
grandchildren to spoil. I am unsure
She knows I might, but she doesn’t
how to get my mom to stop. I feel
know for sure, and, quite frankly, I
will not know for sure until summer like she is wasting her breath. I have
told her multiple times that I am
comes. I hate California so much
aromantic(a person who experiences
that I want to leave, but if I leave,
little or no romantic attraction to
I won’t be able to be with her here
others). I see everyone as a friend,
and I’m scared things won’t work
out. I’m scared she’ll freak out on
but my mom doesn’t seem to unme again and do something extreme. derstand that. She keeps saying that
I’m just scared I’ll lose her.
I haven’t met the right person,and
that could be true. But her constant
Sincerely,
bantering about how I am not in
Up in the Air
a relationship is just making me
uneasy. I’m scared her pressuring
me will stress me out and make it
Dear Up in the Air:
impossible to be myself.

Daniel Perez
The year 2015 was
a thrilling year in music,
because numerous new artists appeared onto the music
scene. Among these many
new artists, there was one in
particular who caught my eye
named Ryn Weaver, a 23-yearold California native, born in
San Diego. As a child, Weaver
was artistic and was always
singing for her relatives at
family events. As we sat in
an intimate coffee shop in
the heart of Hollywood, we
discussed her views on social
media, what inspires her and
many other things.
For many artists in
today’s society, social media
plays an integral role in their
career. Weaver said, “Social
media for me has been a really
cool way of connecting with
everybody. It’s helped me have
a strong connection with my
fans, so that we can all talk
about things and develop a real
camaraderie, so that they also
understand where I’m coming from, and I think it’s been
good to also get to know the
people who listen to my music,
because we’re a little sad and
weird. So I’m thankful that I
have social media.”
After high school,
Weaver attended NYU, but
she dropped out, because she
felt that it was not what she
wanted to do. While discussing her reasons for leaving, she
shared, “I was young. I think
that has a lot to do with it. It’s
a lot harder I think the older

Dear Dr. Love:

If you do move, things won’t be
the same. That’s a given. You two
must decide if you want to give long
distance a chance or if you are better
off just being friends and moving
on from the relationship. Honestly,
she’ll most likely be scared of losing
you, as well.
If I were in your position, I would
end the relationship. However, make
sure you let her know how much she
means to you and possibly ask to
stay in her life. The reason I say this
is because if you do move, I have a
feeling the distance won’t be good
for either of you. It also could cause
extreme stress, which could weaken
your connection and cause sadness
for the both of you. Whereas, if you
were friends, there’s room to move
on but still be there for each other in
the end.
Best Wishes
Dr. Love
Dear Dr. Love,
I have never been interested in being
a relationship, I am happy on my
own and have rejected most people
who have asked me to be with them.

Sincerely,
Cat Lady
Dear Cat Lady:
Not many people understand or are
aware of romantic orientation. Also,
I’m sure your mother does not know
what she is doing. Although you’ve
told her multiple times how you
feel, she cannot truly understand
because she is not you. It is unfortunate that she is not attempting to be
understanding but perhaps the reason she is pressuring you is because
she is just worried for you. I suggest
you and her sit and talk about it.
Most times when people say things,
others do not listen. But if you sit
down with your mom and actually
talk about each other’s feelings, it
could be extremely beneﬁcial. Then
you can tell her you are unsure
about yourself and are still trying to
ﬁgure it out. If she still ignores your
needs then unfortunately the only
solution is for you to tune her out.
In the end, it’s your life and if being
on your own makes you happy then
do you.
Yours Truly,
Dr. Love

you get to run away from
things; you start to develop a
lot more responsibilities and
fears.” She acknowledged
that she is restricted in life,
because she never completed
school, but she does not regret
her decision one bit. As an
artist she wants to be able to
create music that will create
a really positive change in an
industry that is “so conﬂated
with garbage.”
Growing up in a
conservative household,
Weaver said that she has never
held back on her opinions and
has always had the courage to
disagree with what her family
and friends believe. She has
never let anyone else’s opinions shape who she became or
what she wanted to become.
As a kid, Weaver
began writing and started a
girl band called the Sparkle
Sisters. She wrote all the
songs and would constantly
make up songs in her younger
stage. However, it was not
until high school that she realized that singing and writing
was potentially something she
could do. She continues to
write all her songs and loves
being able to write songs for
other artists like Gwen Stefani
and JoJo.
Weaver admits that
she is more inclined to write
alone in her house, because,
when working with others,
she feels like she has trouble
saying what she really wants
to say. An interesting thing
she does while writing music

is that she reminisces over
her old text conversations,
because she feels that she gets
very poetic without realizing
it.
Musically, Weaver
draws inspiration from David
Bowie and Joni Mitchell, and
she ﬁnds it funny that lyrically
they are both so different, but
they both really inspired her
in so many different ways. In
ﬁve years, Ryn Weaver sees
herself headlining festivals
but also hopefully putting out
music that she is super proud
of.
At this point in her
career, her proudest moment
was releasing the video for
“Traveling Song,” which is
a tribute to her grandfather,
who died at the beginning of
2015. With the lyrics “Nobody
knows where they are going.
Oh, how we try to wrap our
minds over the edge of all our
‘knowings,’” Weaver allows
listeners a glimpse into who
she is not only as a person but
also an artist.
For any aspiring
musicians in high school right
now, Weaver advised, “Work
every day, get really good at
what you do; the more you
read, the more you write, the
more you stay inspired, the
quicker it could happen to
you.”
Ryn Weaver’s debut
album The Fool is available
now on iTunes and Google
Play also available on streaming apps like Spotify, Apple
Music, and Tidal.

Find Your Unique Prom Style
Ashley Corral
It’s that time of the school
year again. Prom is on May 14—
just weeks away—and many juniors
and seniors are already in the process of getting ready. From choosing
their makeup and deciding which
dress or tux ﬁts best. Prom season
can be stressful if you don’t have
anything or planned just yet. However, The Voice is here to navigate
you through the prom series, even if
it is last minute!
One major trend that has
gotten every girl’s attention is the
two-piece dress. The style of this
dress is a halter-like top that is tight
ﬁtted and the other half would either
be tight along the body and ﬂare
out, or it could be ﬂared out starting
from the waist.
Colors this year are dark
and neutral colors; like black, burgundy, white, red, and nude. As long
as these colors compliment your
skin tone, you will look outstanding
on prom night.
Now for the jewelry. If
you’re wearing a halter top that
already has a lot of embellishment,
you probably don’t need a neck-

lace, but you might choose gold or
silver stud or dangle earrings. For
other dresses, a nice pair of earrings would look elegant and for the
necklace it would look nice if it suits
your dress.
Now don’t go all out on
the jewelry, because sometimes you
don’t even need jewelry because
your dress has it all. As for shoes,
you can go with a simple pair of
nude heels regardless of the color of
your dress.
When it comes to hairstyles, girls usually go with their
hair curly and wear it down and put
a little section to the side or they do
a nice bun with hairs pulled out in
the front and make it look classy.
Senior Barbara Enriquez
shares a similar aesthetic for this
year’s trends for prom. Enriquez
will be wearing a red lace dress that
is strapless, tight-ﬁtted, and ﬂares
out a bit at the end. She is planning to wear gold jewelry and black
heels. “Fashion is the most powerful
art there is.”
Senior Jazmin Juarez is
planning to wear a thin-strapped
turquoise satin long dress that is

tight ﬁtted and has cross cut-outs on
the back, paired with silver jewelry
and platinum heels.
Juarez thinks that anyone
would look good with what they
wear to prom: “The way you go to
prom is the way you show the world
who you are and who you’d like to
be.”
As for the boys’ style, it’s a
lot simpler and less diverse, because
their outﬁts consist primarily of tuxedos and suits.
Senior Joseph Armas likes
a classic tux, either black and white
or an all-gray tux with a bow tie.
However, he added, “In my opinion,
anybody would look good if their
attire is ﬁtted.”
Senior Fidel Marcial’s style
is just as simple. He plans to wear a
black-and-white tux combo that is
ﬁtted and not baggy. “No one can go
wrong with dark colors. ”
Regardless of the style of
dress or tux, it is about choosing a
style you like and feel good in wearing, so go out there and ﬁnd what’s
right for you.

Two-piece prom dresses are big this season with more detail
at the top and a simple skirt on the bottom.
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Women, Your Chariot Awaits—and It’s Not Uber
Mariela Ortiz
Companies like Uber have
established serious rapport in major cities
like Boston and San Francisco, replacing
traditional cab companies as the primary
source of transportation around airports,
clubs, and even day-to-day destinations.
Part of the appeal is that the drivers are
normal people like their passengers, taking time out of their day to provide rides
in their own vehicles.
However, despite promises of
extensive background checks on behalf
of Uber, the system has repeatedly failed
its patrons. Uber conducts background
checks through a service called HireEase,
but the Fair Credit Reporting Act limits
the information that should be accessed in
order to assess a potential driver’s eligibility, such as a criminal history. Even then,

it is all too easy to impersonate a driver.
For example, on April 3, an
unnamed woman in Los Angeles was
waiting for her Uber ride, when a man in a
dark SUV pulled up and asked if she was
waiting for a driver. The ride had been
hailed by a friend, who failed to share the
license plate number with the woman,
and she entered the vehicle where, after
driving two blocks, the driver, 39-yearold Dartanyum Larmar Smith, brutally
attacked her in the back of the car.
Police arrived on the scene after
a concerned citizen heard her screams and
proceeded to call 911, where they began
searching parked cars until they were
able to identify the source of the ongoing
screams. When authorities tried to smash
the windows of the car, Larmar Smith
jumped back into the driver’s seat and

began accelerating toward ofﬁcers until
he was able to get away, dumping the
victim’s body four blocks away, alive,
but viciously traumatized.
Thanks to DNA recovered from
beneath the victim’s ﬁngernails, authorities were able to identify Smith, who
had previously served time in prison for
robbery charges, and is now being held
on $1 million bail.
One thing that the LAPD has
emphasized is that this incident was in
no way the victim’s fault. Senior Alina
Lopez, who has been known to shy away
from services like Uber, was outraged by
the story.
“I think it’s a huge violation of
the trust that exists between drivers and
passengers. This guy took advantage of
her when she was in kind of a vulnerable
state. It’s disgusting. I’m just glad he
was caught afterward.”
Uber already has a protection
policy that applies not only patrons, but
employees, as well. Women behind the
wheel are just as vulnerable to attack as
those in the passenger seat, which is precisely why former Uber driver Michael
Pelletz founded his own ride-sharing
service: Chariot for Women.
Unlike other ridesharing agencies, Chariot for Women hires only
female drivers, and serves only women
and boys under the age of 13; any man
over this age limit will be denied a ride.
While the service is only beginning to
gain momentum, senior April Ortega is
already ecstatic over the idea.
“It’s a fantastic idea, because
it lowers that apprehension that a lot
of women get just being alone with a

man, especially in his car. I think it’ll
go a long way toward making sure that
women are able to feel safe wherever
they go.”
Chariot for Women is a groundbreaking innovation, even with only
1,000 drivers in comparison to Uber’s
20,000. However, it is sure to garner
plenty of backlash from people who
would view it as being sexist and elitist;
Pelletz has already been warned about
the gender-discrimination lawsuits that
the women-only occupational qualiﬁcation will surely engender.
However, the predicted negative
reactions will most likely be directed not
only toward the company, but also the
drivers themselves, as was the case for
Rosie Dehghani, an Uber driver in Van
Nuys who was attacked by four passengers in March. The assailants, two
couples, were clearly under the inﬂuence
and already ﬁghting among themselves
when they were picked up.
Another serious aspect of the
danger surrounding ride-sharing services
comes from the reality that more and
more teenagers are turning to them as a
primary means of transportation. It’s an
appealing alternative, sure, but is it really
worth the risk that comes with it?
The fact that this, coupled with
the mere existence of cretins like Larmar
Smith, is even an issue to begin with
speaks volumes about how important it
is to establish services like Chariot for
Women, and only reinforces the unfortunate fact that women today are pushed to
protect themselves and each other from
dangers that should not even exist.

Boys Have Insecurities, Too
Jailene Ponce
Low self-esteem is often associated with girls, but not boys. However,
boys suffer from self-esteem as much
as girls do, but of course, it is not often
acknowledged and for many different
reasons than with girls.
Boy’s self-esteem is not considered a big deal because they don’t always
show their feelings or express their own
insecurities, when, in reality, they might
be hiding them.
Junior Sammy Tomczak shared,
“Boys are afraid other people are going to
judge them for having emotions and they
don’t want to put themselves out there.”
Most boys don’t really show
their emotions, so many people might assume that they are “heartless” or “insensitive,” when, in fact, they are struggling
on the inside. In addition, boys have been
raised to believe that revealing insecurities is a sign of weakness or being less of
a “man.”
Girls have always been seen as
the dramatic ones, picking out their ﬂaws,
while boys seem to feel ﬁne with themselves.
Senior Marco Rosales explained,
“I used to work out and I used to feel
good in my body, and, now that I joined
cross country and track, I gained weight,
and I don’t feel comfortable anymore.”
Rosales clearly proves that even

boys can feel insecure about their bodies and appearance, and, thus, not feel as
good about themselves. Others can view
them as handsome and athletic, but they
can easily deny those perceptions and
come up with a million ﬂaws that only
they see.
Of course, society, family and
friends have played a major role in how
boys express themselves to others. Often,
boys are perceived as being laid back and
not caring about what other people think
of them, but that is simply not true.
Guys also suffer from low selfesteem, but many are not comfortable
talking about it. Unfortunately, eventually,
boys start becoming the way others make
them seem to be.
Junior Edwin Muñoz said, “Guys
are like tough guys and they don’t want to
cry . . . girls are more emotional and they
release their feelings.”
While not true for every boy,
many boys seem conﬁned to believe that
expressing their emotions is a threat to
their masculinity.
Low self-esteem isn’t something
only unique to girls, because boys can
also feel insecure no matter how people
view them. Boys often feel pressured to
hide their feelings, so others don’t think
less of them.
However, everyone has ﬂaws and
should feel free to talk about them, worry

Junior Sammy Tomczak and senior Marco Rosales understand how boys can feel insecure
just like girls, but they’re learning to accept themselves as they are.

about and, ultimately, accept them. While everyone struggles with self-esteem and
self-acceptance, they can only overcome those struggles once they content with
who they are.
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Boys Varsity Volleyball Serves Up the Competition
Manuel Carrera
Now that the girls have had their
chance to shine out on the court, the time
has come for the Boys Varsity Volleyball
team to serve the rest of the Suburban
League. Unfortunately, last season did not
come out as planned for the Lancers. They
ﬁnished 4-8 last year in the Suburban
League, so, in order to ensure they come
out on top this season, the boys have been
working on bringing up their weaknesses.
The Lancers are conﬁdent that they have
what it takes, but know they will have to
get it together in order to beat the competition.
Senior Vincent Castillo shared,

“We’re pretty good as a team, but we’re
not doing our best right now.”
When asked about the competition,
Castillo shared that he feels conﬁdent that
they can beat them, and that the only team
that they are keeping an eye out for is the
Bellﬂower Buccaneers. In order to combat
the opposing team, Castillo anticipates
that the Lancers will have to switch up
their game plan a bit to beat a team like
Bellﬂower, and any other opposing team
that gets in their way. The players, being
very versatile, such as Castillo, who can
cover all around the court including back
row and front row, will not have a problem adapting to a different play style in
order to take down another team. As far as
bringing up weak points, the Lancers have
that covered.
Senior Omar Tinoco stated,
“This year, we’re not really working on
our offense since we have a lot of height,
so we have been mainly trying to focus
and bring up our defense.”
Overall, the team is very enthusiastic and has very high hopes for the
season. Some of the team went as far as
to say that they think they can possibly
make it into CIF. The team does have very
strong camaraderie, and if the team can
get it together, they will deﬁnitely be a
formidable opponent.

Senior Chrissna Sin shared,
“Playing with each other is a lot of fun,
but come game time, we just have to get
our heads in the game, and we’ll be all
right.”
Thus far, the Lancers have been
doing just that. So far, the team’s record
has amounted to 3 wins and 3 loses, with
wins against John Glenn, La Mirada and
Artesia, and losses against Mayfair, Cerritos and Bellﬂower. With still more ball
to be played, the Lancers still have time to
move up the ranks and stop any opponent
in their way.

Summer Can Be More Productive Than You Think
a signature from a parent or guardian.
Volunteers must complete a ﬁngerprinting process and attend an orientation
workshop prior to being assigned to any
speciﬁc program. Orientation dates vary
from March 16 through August 17.
Description: The City of Cerritos needs
volunteer workers in several departments, including recreational services,
youth sports, and swim assistance. Other
programs that might interest you include
the Golf Course Volunteer Program
and the Park Guardian Program. More
detailed information on any of these
programs can be found on the city’s Web
site (cerritos.us) along with the application form.

Jonathan Aldana
When it comes to applying to college, the more activities you can add to your
college application, the better your chances of receiving acceptance letters. So, this summer, be sure to improve your high school resume by participating in some local summer
activities and programs. Here is some information that could help you locate your newest
activity:
City of Cerritos Recreation Services
Application Deadline: Applications are accepted all year
Requirements: Certain criteria must be met before being accepted into the city’s programs. Requirements for applicants include being at least 14 and having a City of Cerritos Recreation Services application on ﬁle. Anyone under the age of 18 also must have

ties across the city. The time given by
students can be used for college and job
applications. TAP members are urged
to attend meetings the ﬁrst Wednesday
of every month at the Norwalk Arts &
Sports Complex, 1300 Clarkdale Avenue
between the times of 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.
For more information, call (562) 9294260.

2016 Summer Academy for Advanced
High School Students
Application Deadline: Applications for
sessions 1 and 6 must be completed by
June 17. Session 2 applications are due
by July 22.
Requirements: Students must have
completed grades 9th, 10th, or 11th and
The Young Scholars Program
maintain a GPA of 3.5 or higher. In addiApplication Deadline: September 8
tion, applicants must include an endorseFees: $76 per class
ment letter from a teacher.
Requirements: High school students
Description: With more 150 high school
must maintain a B average.
attendees, UC Riverside is providing a
Description: California State University, Dominguez Hills provides general program that gives high school students
an opportunity to earn real college
education university courses to those
credits. The program starts off with an
who qualify. These courses can be
orientation a campus tour to all students.
incorporated on college transcripts and
It also gives a few options for students
at the same time can earn students up
to take the courses. Session 1 (June 20
to 24 units of college credit. For more
information, go to the school’s Web site: to July 23), session 2 (July 25 to August
http://www4.csudh.edu/ceie-odl/young- 27), and Session 6 (June 20 to August
27, 2016). Other beneﬁts include a fascholars-program
miliarization with college-level courses
Teen Alliance Program (TAP)
and the chance to add this experience to
Description: This volunteer program
your college applications.
helps students in Norwalk improve their
work and social skills while giving back For more information, go to the school’s
to the community. Volunteers will be
Web site: summeracademy.ucr.edu
able to participate in events and activi-

