November 2016

The Bulldog Reporter
Boys’ Cross
Country Team
Starting on the
Right Foot

Closeted Writers,
This One’s for You

By: Marissa Liu and
Annalise Wulf

Recently, the boys’ Cross
Country team placed first
in an invitational at Greystone Park. Even with
three seniors gone from
their top seven, the HV
cross country team is
showing potential.
Continued on page 3

Upcoming
Performance of
“Noises Off”
By: Madeline Taska Carlton

As the 2016 cross country
season comes to a close,
Hopewell’s boys’ team
hopes to compete at the
Meet of Champs, returning
with one of the strongest
teams ever seen since
2006, when the Bulldogs
took second place at their
state race.
Coach Mr. John Zalot says
that the boys have been
doing really well in the
season so far despite the
loss of several top runners. The team succeeded
in taking second at many
invitationals. In the CVC
cross country regularseason meet, the team
took seventh but finished
with eight runners in the
top nine.

It’s all about
DOORS AND
SARDINES:

Seniors Theo Evans and Sarah Voorhees edit for the literary magazine

CHS’s First
Literary
Magazine in
over a Decade
By: Sarah Voorhees

the goal of the magazine
is to provide a venue for
enthusiastic students,
and even faculty members, to showcase their
writing.

“Print is validating,” Ms.
Solomon said, rememberCloseted writers and arting a poetry showcase
ists finally have a place to
when a few parents
showcase their hidden
sheepishly told her that
talents. CHS will be inthey still have copies of
troducing its first literary
their own high school litmagazine in a decade:
erary magazines. “There’s
“GrayScale.”
nothing like your first
time being published,”
English teacher and facshe continued.
ulty advisor Ms. Theresa Continued on page 6
Solomon explained that

You may have noticed random
printouts scattered across the
school with only the word
“doors”, a plus sign, and some
fish. This is a humorous tribute
to CHS’s upcoming performance of “Noises Off,” a hilarious British farce depicting the
joys and challenges faced by a
cast in a show-within-a-show.
“Noises Off” was written by
English playwright Michael
Frayn in 1982. Sophomore and
actress Maeve Merzena and
Ms. Katherine Rochon, who is
the director and performing
arts teacher, however, don’t
believe that CHS students will
find the humor to be dated.

Continued on page 8

ty is more than happy with the season that they played. With a
final record of 10-6-2, gym teacher and varsity coach Ms. Pam
Edwards said that the team was working very well together this
season.
The captains of the team are seniors Avery Bell, Clare Garrity,
and Kelly Hoehn. When asked about the season and the team,
Garrity said that the season was pretty great and the team is incredibly close. “The team is incredibly strong this year, and I
know if we play as hard as we can, we’ll be able to go far in
states.” The state games were on September 29th.

Senior and varsity player Kelly Hoehn playing during a
game. Photo thanks to NJ.com

Field Hockey Goes Out
With a Bang
By: Sophia Stivala
Like most fall sports, field hockey tryouts began on August 15th.
Afterwards, practice was every morning until school started on
September 7th. After school commenced, the season flew by,
with practices and a regular of three games per week.

Senior and varsity player Aba Tieku blocks a goal during a game.
Photo thanks to NJ.com

The freshman and junior varsity teams welcomed new coaches
Although the field hockey season may be coming to a close, varsi- this year, Ms. Courtney Higgins and Ms. Kelsey O’Gorman, respectively.
With a record of 8-1-5, Ms. O’Gorman thought that the team had a
very successful season with only one loss. According to her, the
team scored a total of 29 goals, letting up only 9.
“All of the players improved and worked well together on and off
the field. This year of coaching at Hopewell was extremely memorable,” Ms. O’Gorman summed up.
With a record of 4-4-6, Ms. Higgins thought that the team did great
this season, improving so much from the very beginning of preseason.
Higgins said that her first year of coaching couldn’t have been
more awesome. On coaching at the school that she went to, she
stated, “It’s a pretty surreal feeling. It makes this whole experience that much more special and it makes me feel connected to
my roots!”
Varsity team showing their spirit during this year’s season.
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Congratulations on a great season, girls! Good luck next year!
The Bulldog Reporter

Varsity Boys’ Soccer is
Crushing it
By: Caroline Peters
Hopewell Valley’s Boy’s Varsity soccer team is having one of
their best seasons in a long time. Their overall record for
the 2016 season is 15-4, having won fifteen games and losing only four. Their statistics put them above many other
schools in the CVC, such as Robbinsville, Steinert, Lawrence,
and Ewing.

play-offs in the Mercer County Tournaments and states.
Hopewell won its games against Hamilton West and Notre
Dame.
The final game was played on October 28 against Bridgewater-Raritan.

With 17 of the
current 23 players
being seniors, it
will be interesting
see what the
The team has been succeeding not only on the field, but off
lineup will look
the field as well. Dylan Markulec, a senior forward, delike next year.
scribes the other boys on the team as, “nice, welcoming,
Hopefully the
and accepting people.”
team can look forward to
anHe explained with a smile on his face that to him and the
rest of the team, soccer isn’t just about winning and losing. other rewarding
Dylan said, “It’s about having a good time, interacting with season.
your friends, playing something you love, and being active.”
Good job, boys!
Their final regular-season game was Monday October 17th, Keep it up!
when they lost to West Windsor 1-2. However, the team
still has at least three weeks ahead of them! They feel excited and ready to crush their post-season games, both the

Cross Country… Continued from page 1
“This year we have a really strong top seven,” Coach
Zalot stated when he was asked to compare this year’s
team to previous years’ teams. “Probably the strongest
we’ve had since 2006.”

to

Varsity player Max Wills plays in game against
Princeton. Photo thanks to NJ.com

When asked whether the team would make it to the
Meet of Champs, Coach Zalot didn’t hesitate.
“I think we will, I hope we will. Our team is pretty
strong, so I’m confident that we will get to go to the
Meet of Champs.”

Namely, junior Teddy Meredith, junior Tim Dolan, and
sophomore Will Titus make up the boys’ Cross Country
team’s top three runners, and are expected to lead
Hopewell to the Meet of Champs.
“I was at the Meet of Champs last year, but it’s difficult
because there are so many good runners,” Meredith explains. He hopes to break 16 minutes for the upcoming
event. “I think we have a good chance this year. Although we lost some of our best runners, we have one of
the strongest teams in Hopewell history."
Hopewell will compete in North Jersey Section 2 Group
3 and will be facing prestigious schools such as Middletown North, who was last year’s Group 3 winner. If
Hopewell places in the top five, the boys’ team will move
on to the state race, in which they have to place in the
top three in order to move on to the Meet of Champs.

The Bulldog Reporter

From left to right: Teddy Meredith, Will Titus, Sean Santora, Alex Dumont,
Michael Pavicic Brendan Kohn, and Tim Dolan.
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Seniors Unhappy with
Senior Lounge
By: Skyler Rossi
The long three year wait has ended for
the class of 2017. The mysterious aura
surrounding the senior lounge has finally
been lifted—but what seniors have
found is that it isn’t as sweet as they had
anticipated.
Seniors are more upset with the current
state of the senior lounge than they are
happy about it, but after talking with
media center specialist Mr. Eric Guise, it
seems that there’s not much that he can
do to fix it. His budget is almost gone,
and he has to follow strict rules set for
safety.

One of the main goals of the committee is
to campaign for a couch in the lounge.
This was a feature many students enjoyed last year, and seniors were looking
forward to it for this year.
However, this may be tricky. The reason
that the couches were moved out in the
first place was because there was evidence of mouse habitation, and in previous years, there was always food and
garbage left behind. Also, according the
fire codes, the couches must be fire retardant. This means that if the committee
is successful, the only couches that will
be put in there will look like the one already in the media center.

Another goal is to get some sort of game
table in the space. Ideas have ranged
from a pool table to a Foosball table, but
the committee settled on campaigning
Although there’s not much that Mr. Guise for a ping pong table because it's easy to
can do, he wants to hear seniors’ opinfold up and the school already owns sevions. “I’m willing to work with students
eral.
to make sure that we can make it a space
Mr. Guise's main concern is that the
that everyone wants,” he said.
lounge remains a study space. He made it
In response to this, six seniors have
clear that any game-related addition had
formed a committee. Their purpose is to to be able to be moved out of the way to
represent the class and fight for some
make the space 100% educational.
changes in the lounge.

Referendum to Bring
Huge Changes
By: Emily Wang
On September 27th, the polls for
Hopewell Valley’s referendum closed,
and 2,820 people from all over
Hopewell voted in eleven different
open poll areas.

given for district facility projects and
$35.8 million is to be spent on
‘immediate need’ projects such as airconditioning, windows, roofs, and security. By finishing these projects,
there will be less need for renovations
in the future. The timing is perfect
since Hopewell Valley Central High
School’s debt has been retired for the
next few years, and interest rates are
currently advantageous.

Principal Tana Smith agrees with this. "I
think it should be a space for students to
enjoy; however, with Mr. Guise taking
over the library and changing it to a
more up-to-date media center, I think the
plan will be for many of the spaces in
there to be transforming in nature and
multi-functional - for both staff and students to use and enjoy," she said.
Although the current state of the senior
lounge seems like it's at a complete
standstill right now, many changes are in
store. The referendum that recently
passed includes a budget for the media
center, so some of this will go towards
the lounge. Also, Mr. Guise has some
plans, like adding a fish-eye lens in the
TV so classes can video chat with foreign
exchange students.
Also, many of the suggestions given to
Mr. Guise already have been met. For
example, the new whiteboard is there
because a student requested it.
With the help of seniors, Mr. Guise is going to do all he can to make the senior
lounge a space that everyone will enjoy.

While seniors at HVCHS won’t be able
to experience the effects of the referendum, freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will. In other words, the administration is hopeful that airconditioning will be added to all classrooms soon. Afterwards, the school is
hoping to invest in a new front entrance
for the high school as well as a new art
and wellness rooms, including a black
box theatre and a wrestling room.

The referendum addressed funding for The referendum passed, with 64.7% of Construction could start as early as the
improving different areas of our educa- the voters, or 1825 people, saying yes. springtime, so prepare yourself for the
tional centers.
995 voters voted no. While only 16.1% new changes in store.
of regular voters ( 2820 out of 17,465
From 2013 to 2016, the Hopewell Val- people) turned out, those that did vote
ley Board of Education did a review of were generally in favor for the referenall district facilities. $60 million was
dum.
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Future Nutritionists
Find a Path
By: Chloe Friedheim
Do you find you and your friends un-

excited about taking another run-ofthe-mill gym class? Have you ever
had an interest in improving your
diet or workouts?
Beginning in the 2016-2017 school
year, CHS is offering rising seniors
the option to enter a Nutrition Class
rather than their typical gym period.
Ms. Lois Fyfe, a CHS wellness teacher, builds the class on the study of
nutrition and kinetics. Students also
learn about fitness trends and various types of workout equipment.
With only ten seniors in the class,
there is a chance to get involved in
one-on-one, hands on learning.

An Alternative Type of
Course
By: Nat Valenza
If you’re someone who doesn’t like the traditional classroom environment, then the Concentrated Studies Program may be for you.

Students who take this class are engaged; about half of them are pursuing a career in fitness.
Later in the year, Ms. Fyfe is planning a trip to TCNJ to visit their
workout room. There will also be
guest speakers who will talk to the
students about careers in nutrition.
While this class is only open to seniors because of health scheduling, it
is a great option to expand your interest in fitness and health.
If you have any questions about the
nutrition class, ask a gym teacher!

done in the past express the flexibility of this
program. From botanical studies of the indigenous species of the Delaware, to mastering the
instrument of your choice, you really can study
anything within reason.

Wellness teacher Ms. Lois Fyfe teaching the nutrition course.

Often, those who follow through with the program have taken all applicable classes to the
field of study that they’d like to pursue and are
unsure of where to go next. Sometimes they
want to study something so unusual that classes aren't offered for it in the high school. For
them, this program allows them to take their
high school education further and attain valuable knowledge.

Most conceptions of the Concentrated Study
Program regard a certain amount of work and
difficulty. There’s no sugar-coating that the
program is hard. In HVCHS’ program of studThe Concentrated Studies Program is for jun- ies it’s specifically stated that the program is
iors and seniors who have taken a keen interest for a student who has, “the maturity, initiative, This is the position that Dr. O’Boyle’s students
in a specific topic. With the program, they will and interest necessary to work and study inde- found themselves in when they wanted to purperform research and work with professionals pendently.”
sue advanced figure drawing, but HVCHS
in their area of study to produce a culminating
doesn’t provide a program for them to be able
final project.
Along with the maturity it takes to structure
to study what they wanted.
your own learning, a student must also, acOften, the Concentrated Studies Program is
cording to the advisor for the Concentrated
Dr. O’Boyle applied to be the Advisor of the
confused with the Independent Studies ProStudies Program, Dr. O’Boyle, “be able to com- program to further the educational opportunigram. Although both programs focus on exmit a minimum of 150 hours to the program.”
ty of Hopewell students. Overall, the program
tending the learning of students beyond the
Time can be dedicated to it in your schedule, or has been a great success. The State of New
walls of HVCHS, concentrated studies allows some students perform all the research and
Jersey has even recognized our program as a
the typical student to be the designer of their
learning out of their own free time.
model for other schools.
own education and receive high school credit
as well.
With only around 30 students in the program Every year, students in the concentrated studthis year, it’s definitely not the largest program ies program produce wonderful research and
Since the credit for this course is pass/fail, the in the school.
projects that are rarely seen and recognized by
onus is really put on the student to use this as
the student body, so this year, some students
an opportunity to learn something about a field The challenge of the program, coupled with the will be featured in articles in The Bulldog Reportof study they think they may major in college
ability to prove you are someone who really
er.
or go into as a career. It’s less about the grade
values their education, makes a concentrated
and more about what you learn.
study look very nice on a college application,
If you’re interested, talk to your guidance
but the workload narrows down the program counselor or consult the HVCHS Program of
Concentrated studies are extremely flexible
to those who are passionate about the study
Studies for more information on how to apply
and the diversity of projects students have
they are doing.
for the program for next year.
The Bulldog Reporter
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pendently.
Marketing II builds onto the foundational marketing skills students
learn in Marketing I, such as communication and judgement skills.
Students taking Marketing II also learn about topics like supply-chain
management and basics to business administration. At the end of the
year, students taking Marketing II present a business plan.
Throughout the year, Qian will be completing multiple projects which
include hypothetical marketing plans as well as planning for her evaluation at the end of the year. As of now, at her evaluation, she will be
presenting a hypothetical marketing plan which incorporates the topics
she covers during the year.

Junior Anyi Qian is studying marketing.

Concentrated Study Spotlight: Anyi Qian
By: Sophia Lo

While Qian is unsure about what she might pursue as a career, she
said, “Taking marketing has definitely influenced my career path. It
opened up a new world that I hadn’t previously been exposed to, and
marketing is definitely something I’m very interested in and passionate
about. Through marketing last year, I discovered DECA, and DECA has
been a very valuable experience for me.”
DECA is another large part of Marketing I and Marketing II. Students
who participate in this club have the opportunity to compete in entrepreneurship, marketing, business administration, hospitality, and finance-related events. Qian will also integrate DECA into her concentrated study.
Qian is currently president of the Hopewell DECA Chapter, and she
encourages everyone to join. DECA meets in Room 308 during lunch on
Tuesdays.

When we think of marketing, our minds likely jump right to advertising and how businesses promote their products and services. The world
of marketing, however, encompasses so much more than that.
When asked about how marketing has helped her, Qian said, “In general, marketing is a skill that I think can be applied in any endeavor. It’s
After taking Marketing I as a sophomore, junior Anyi Qian chose to
really just about presenting yourself (or your product) in an appealing
study Marketing II independently with the help of her advisor, Mr.
way, and being able to market yourself is a very important skill, espeAaron Oldfield. Although the school does offer Marketing II, the course cially in college admissions and the job market.”
did not fit into Qian’s schedule, so she decided to take the course inde-

Lit Mag… Continued from page 1

year so their passion for writing and art can
keep “GrayScale” running.

and printed in black and white. Submissions
will be evaluated anonymously.

Though undoubtedly excited to provide
students with a concrete place to demonstrate their skills, Ms. Solomon explained
that her main motivator in the creation of
“GrayScale” is her students. A group of passionate seniors, including Kanon Shambora,
Alex Raskin, Devin Ryan, Théo Evans, Madison Parker, Claire King, and Katie Stingel,
has taken charge of the new project.

Senior Théo Evans said his main concern in
evaluating submissions is variety. The
“GrayScale” team will showcase a variety of
genres and will consider the grade levels of
writers so as to promote diverse thinking.
Ms. Solomon suggested that originality and a
work’s appeal to the audience are also important.

Submissions are being accepted now until
December 16, and the submission page can
be accessed via the HVCHS website under
“Clubs and Activities” and “’GrayScale’ Literary Magazine.”

Madison Parker expressed her excitement
about the development of “GrayScale.” She
said, “I wanted to be involved in something
from the beginning. It’s cool to help make
decisions for something brand new and then
watch it grow.”

“When you’re doing a publication, you have
to consider what those who might read it
would enjoy,” she said.

Ms. Sara Graja, the supervisor of the HVCHS
English department, says she hopes to see
work from some of the “quieter and more
reluctant writers.” This is a chance for all of
the secret authors who funnel their creativity into private notebooks to lay their
thoughts on a printed page for others to see.

The literary magazine will include both poetry and prose. All submitted work must be If you have any questions, email
four pages or fewer, double-spaced. Artwork GrayScale@hvrsd.org.
Parker’s job is to recruit underclassmen. She, will also play a role in the literary magazine,
as well as the rest of the seniors involved, is though not in full color. Photographs and
hoping to pass the baton to newcomers next illustrations will be accepted for publication
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Conquering the Competition: Latin Club at Yale
By: Sophia Lo

Besides testing knowledge of Latin grammar and vocabulary, Certamen also tests
knowledge of Roman mythology, history,
and culture.

For a few members of Latin Club, it will
be their first trip to Yale. Most of these
members are sophomores, and although
this will be their first time at Yale, many
of them have competed at Princeton Certamen last spring.

While most people consider Latin to be a
dead language, a handful of students are
keeping the language alive. By joining the
Junior Classical League and competing in
Certamen, students are expressing their
love for Latin and the classics. On November 12th, the Latin Club will be traveling to Yale to compete in the Yale Certamen Invitational, a Latin quiz bowl.

This year, Hopewell is bringing three
teams to the competition to compete in
each division: novice, intermediate, and
advanced. The Latin Club competed at
Yale Certamen for the first time last year.
One team even placed first in their division, Novice B, and were able to compete
in the semi-final round.

Hopewell’s Got Talent
to Premiere at CHS

have.

winners will receive prizes.

“This isn't intended to be a singing show, or
another Performing Arts night. It's supposed to be a variety show to highlight all
the cool things people can do,” said
Hopewell’s Got Talent producer and CHS
choir director Mr. Randy White.

Auditions take place on November 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd. If you haven’t signed up yet, then
you can do so until the last day, November
3rd. Signups are on the PAC bulletin board
near the 100 hall. Also, if you missed these
dates, Mr. White is willing to hear auditions
until November 7th, if you email him directly.

When asked about what he was looking
forward to about the trip, sophomore
Kunal Zalani said “I’m excited about testing my knowledge of Latin and Roman
history. I think I’m going to learn a lot
from this experience. I’m competing because I believe that if you’re going to
A member of last year’s novice team, jun- learn a language and try to be really profiior Anais Hou, said, “We didn’t expect
cient in it, then the best way to test how
Essentially, Certamen is a competition
much from the competition last year, but
much progress you’d made is to compete.
comprised of three rounds with 20 queswe ended up doing really well. We’re def- ”
tions per round. At the end of the three
initely going in with higher expectations
The club is excited to return to Yale for
rounds, the teams with the highest score
this year, so we’re preparing a lot more. I their second competition. Good luck to all
compete in the semi-final round, and the
top teams from semi-finals then move on hope we do just as well in the Intermediate those competing!
to the final round. Each team typically has Division!”
five to six members.

By: Skyler Rossi

The halls of CHS are filled with students of
many different skills and talents. While
many of these students show off their gifts
on the PAC stage in school musicals and
theatre productions each season, many other talents are hidden.

He encourages acts of comedy, impersonations, magic, dance, athletics, gymnastics,
karate demonstrations, singing, acting, or
lip-synching. “Anything that is entertaining!” he said.

Hopewell’s Got Talent will premiere on
November 15th at 7pm in the PAC. Tickets
Hopewell’s Got Talent gives students the
will be sold during lunches and online for
opportunity to shine in front of their peers.
$5 the week before. You can also purchase
The purpose of the show is to showcase the A secret panel of judges will be revealed the tickets at the door the night of the show.
many different charismas that CHS students night of the show. Also, for the first time,

Anchor Club Sets Sail Once Again
By: Annalise Wulf
As the 2016 school year begins, Anchor Club, an up-andcoming club here at the high school, is setting up for an
exciting year.
The Anchor Club meets once a month after school to cook
and prepare meals for the Anchor House of Trenton, New
Jersey. The Anchor House, as president and junior Marissa
Balto described, is a “place for children and young adults
with unstable family situations to stay. They receive food, a
warm place to rest, and positive encouragement from the
House members.”

meeting sporadically.
Although last year the club did raise money for the Anchor
House during Pennington Day, by selling cupcakes, there
were very few meetings. Balto is staying optimistic.
She said, “Unfortunately, the club did not meet very many
times last year, but this year we are working hard to start it
up again!”
Looking forward, the Anchor Club has exciting plans. When
asked what the plan was for the club this year, Balto said,
“We hope to participate in Pennington Day this year, [and
to make] cupcakes, brownies and other baked goods to sell
at popular school events. We always welcome new members, so please consider joining and helping out with such
a great cause!”

The Anchor Club at Hopewell Valley is run by culinary arts
teacher Ms. Kristi Tornegard, with co-presidents junior
If you are interested in joining, email Marissa Balto at
Marissa Balto and junior Annalise Wulf, and treasurer, junmarissabalto@hvrsd.org.
ior Jackie Ngu. The club was founded a few years ago by
Audri Gill, but since her graduation, the club has only been
Hope to see you at one of our meetings!
The Bulldog Reporter
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Noises Off… Continued from page 1

tied to actors moving around the two
levels, staircases, and seven or eight
The show is set in the year it was
doors. According to Merzena, this
written, but this lends itself to the
made it a bit of a struggle for the acperformance. For example, a rotary
tors, who had to mime all of their
telephone actually becomes part of
entrances and exits while rehearsing
the humor: it starts to get dismantled before the set was completed.
as the show goes on, according to Ms.
Rochon.
A unique aspect of the “Noises Off”
set is that it will be turned around
In this way, it makes more sense that three times during the show. Act II
the show doesn’t take place in an in- takes place backstage of Nothing On,
ternet-based world because
revealing the conflict occurring
“computers would step in when the
among the actors of the show-withinactors failed.” Merzena explains that the show. The stage crew will be disthere is also “a lot of physical humor sembling and reattaching the pieces
that doesn’t require a time period.”
during each of the two 15-minute intermissions.
Both Mr. Dave Kern, the new technical theatre teacher, and Ms.
When asked for the story behind the
Rochon described the set as “the oth- signs posted around the school,
er main character in the show.” The
Rochon explained that it was started
performance is heavily dependent
by their student director, senior
upon the set because a lot of the
Samkit Siyal, in order to get people
show’s plot and slapstick humor is

Another Year Of Dodge Poetry
By: Abigail Goodman

interested in the upcoming production. The title of the show “doesn’t
tell you anything about it,” and “it
[doors and sardines] is very central to
the farce and the show within the
show.”
Ms. Rochon, Mr. Kern, and Merzena
all expressed great excitement to
share their hard work with the audience. The cast will have two performances, at 7:30 PM on Friday, November 4th and Saturday, November
5th at the Performing Arts Center.
Tickets are now on sale at
https://www.showtix4u.com. Make
sure to come out and support your
classmates to watch their gut-buster
performance!

The Dodge Poetry Festival is a widely renowned event where
poets from around the globe gather to share their work. The
event has been held bi-yearly since 1986. Some have called the
festival the Woodstock or Warped Tour of Poetry. Even the
“New York Times” called it “Wordstock”. This goes to show
the large impact and level of fame Dodge Poetry has had over
the years.
The festival is four days long, and during the first two days, students of all ages are welcome to come and enjoy the poetry
presented for them. More than 4,500 students have attended
Dodge Poetry throughout the years.
The festival has poets from all around the world present their
work. Influential poets from Bangladesh, Cuba, China, Vietnam, France, and Ghana have attended. This year, there
were appearances from well known poets Billy Collins and
Robert Hass.

While the events are mostly spoken word performances, there
Poetry is one of the oldest forms of self expression and a staple are also musical poetry performances and discussions about the
of English class curriculums around the world. Poetry is a thriv- poetry as well as chances to ask the poets questions.
ing community of artistic and creative people.
The trip was a fantastic experience for students who appreciate
language arts and poetry as well as students looking to expand
CHS is one of the many schools around the country which
their world a bit and possibly find something new that they entakes students to the Dodge Poetry Festival. The trip is set up
by English teacher Mr. O’Brien. CHS attended on Friday Oc- joy.
tober 21st.

Students and teachers on the Dodge Poetry Trip
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Was Switching to OnCourse Necessary?

OnCourse also lacks an automatic notification ability, meaning that unless you check
it compulsively, you’re sure to miss something. Google Classroom’s email notificaBy: Lucas Carsky-Wilson
tion system, though a burden, emails you
assignment notifications and has often
If you go to CHS, you know what Onsaved me from getting zeroes. Classroom
Course Classroom is, and chances are that is also far more aesthetically appealing,
you have found yourself on the receiving
and though it doesn’t show grades in a nice
end of its shenanigans. I’ve had all kinds of neat tab at the top, at least it doesn’t have
trouble with OnCourse, and the more I’ve OnCourse quirk of hiding grades or not
looked into its district-wide implementafactoring them into average.
tion, the more I’ve become convinced it
was entirely unnecessary.
In one situation that particularly irked me,
OnCourse locked my ability to mark asLet’s start by comparing OnCourse to its
signments done, and instead gave me a
fairer twin, Google Classroom. Each
nice, big dashboard with thirty “overdue
serves duplicate purposes: they’re large
assignment” warnings.
networking systems to facilitate communication between teachers and students, be it Now some people might like to remind me
homework, projects, and resources. When that Oncourse Classroom is an extension to
it comes to this purpose, Oncourse has one the gradebook system the school already
distinct advantage since it categorizes
paid for. I would remind them Google
these into different tabs, opposed to
Classroom is free via the school’s email
Google Classroom’s stream. This becomes system. They paid thousands to give every
annoying, however, as teachers deliberate student a Chromebook- wouldn’t it make
over what’s a resource, what goes in the
sense to use a Google system with the
assignments tab versus the main homeGoogle devices they invested in?
work display and so on.

Where Did All the
Coral Go?

bleaching periods in history. What this
means is that a huge percentage of coral
is either at a large risk for dying or is
already dead. Scientists have declared
By: Skyler Rossi
that nearly 50% of the Great Barrier Reef
is dead, and 12% of all reefs worldwide
Living in the center of NJ near the Atlanhave died already.
tic Ocean doesn’t put coral reefs on the
top of our minds. Most likely the last
The rise in ocean temperatures is the
encounter you had with the vibrant orperpetrator for this mess. As the ocean
ganism was at an aquarium back in fifth
warms, it becomes more acidic, which
grade. But recent studies have shown
causes the algae inside of the coral,
that the reef is in some serious trouble,
known as zooxanthellae, to expel from
and it may be in more danger than the
its structure. These small organisms protigers and polar bears, so it might be
vide the coral with most of its food and
time to start paying attention.
give it its vibrant color. The lack of these
organisms give the coral its bleached
The biggest reef in the world is the Great
look.
Barrier Reef, located off of the coast of
Australia in the Pacific Ocean. It has
The ocean warming is a man-made probbeen around for 25 million years, 20
lem. The burning of fossil fuels has
million years longer than any human has
caused excess gas to absorb into the
stepped foot on this earth. Being the bigocean and further lower the pH. Also,
gest coral reef in the world, it is home to
runoffs from farmland and acid rain
thousands of different sea creatures.
have contributed to the problem.
The Great Barrier Reef, and most other
coral, is going through one of its largest
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Earlier I mentioned that both Oncourse
Classroom and Google Classroom were
free but that isn’t quite the case. Last year,
the school paid to send teachers to workshops to learn how to better use Google
Classroom and its family of apps to teach
their students. It makes little sense to
switch from a system they invested time
and money in, especially given that the
system performs better than Oncourse.
More than that, this reaches a problem of
which this transition is merely a symptom.
The school has difficulty making up its
mind, wasting money in hops from one
practically identical system to the next.
This is evident in the purchase of new paper towel dispensers a couple years ago,
even though the existing ones worked fine.
The school has since replaced the paper
towel dispensers again without any real
need to do so. If the school wants to ever
get to the real problems (like the leaky watershed our roof has become), it’ll need to
learn to stop wasting time and money to fix
things that were really never a problem in
the first place.
isn’t true. The bleaching does make the
coral extremely brittle and very susceptible to death, but it isn’t dead yet.
This may sound really scary but it actually should be a sign of hope. The reef is
dying, but it isn’t dead yet. If humans
start now, there is a good chance that the
reefs can be saved.
The reef could be one of the major organisms that goes extinct during our
lifetime. If humans don’t start cleaning
up their act and stop polluting the waters, the entire reef could be completely
dead as early as 2050.
The movement towards a green Earth
has been a strong one in the past couple
of years. But, now more than ever, we
need to take the movement seriously
because vast species are at risk. The
Great Barrier Reef has lived peacefully
on this earth for 25 million years Do we
want to be the reason that it’s gone?

Many people believe that once the coral
is bleached, it is actually dead. But this
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It’s Time to Criticize the
Criticism in Political
Punditry
By: Byung-Chul Han

On a lesser scale, Hillary Clinton has been the victim of
unwarranted remarks and criticisms for politically irrelevant issues. Punditry has gone beyond the e-mail scandals, and Clinton has been blasted for her feminist views
and familial ignorance. Waves of conservative pundits
from outlets such as Fox have labelled her as unfit for
office due to her feminist ideals.

While it is fair for these pundits to express their clashing
beliefs regarding gender equality, it is absolutely unnecessary for them to disparage Clinton with anti-feminist
remarks for advocating for feminism. Just as Trump has
been entitled to his opinions, despite being controversial
and belligerent, Clinton should be entitled to her own
opinions and beliefs, regardless of how provocative they
Although expressing opinions about political candidates may also be.
should be encouraged, those who comment in a masked
effort to viciously slaughter politicians should reconsider Twenty years have passed since Bill Clinton’s scandal
with his secretary, yet pundits continue to bring this up.
their motives as pundits.
The National Review has consistently cited the scandal
Donald Trump has perhaps been the greatest victim of as a factor to bar Clinton from the presidential race. The
this new wave of punditry as pundits continue to under- pundits question her judgment and doubt her discernment for allowing these familial matters to pass without
mine Donald Trump under a harsh, possibly unfair,
vindication.
lense of scrutiny to expose and vilify him under shaky
moral grounds. Most Americans, liberal and conservative, criticize and even chastise him for his contentious This inappropriate assessment of Clinton shows that
these pundits have lowered their moral inhibitions and
remarks.
are trying to gain leverage against Clinton through ethically questionable means.
The social warriors who reprimand him for flaunting
harsh emotion and bias in his criticism are the ones emWhile there is no foreseeable future where punditry will
ploying similar tactics against him. While criticizing
be rooted in fair political criticism, this topic of hypoTrump, these pundits attack him with greater vulgarity
critical and ethically questionable punditry should have
and violate his privacy by attacking his personal life.
Pundits from networks such as CNN and Fox have re- greater weight in the political community.
sorted to subtly mocking his wife and kids, questioning
Yes, politicians all have their flaws outside of politics
his mental health, and generally attacking his personal
life. Their justification appears to stem from an "eye-for- and controversies within their homes, but those issues
an-eye" mindset, where they rationalize their questiona- should be left to the magazines and TMZ. Pundits who
considering using personal controversies, such as how
ble actions against Trump as justifiable for his similar
one deals with familial relationships, are better off as a
actions against others.
tabloid writers.
While this argument seems quite logical, the fallacy lies
in their contempt against Trump in the first place. Most Without accountability, punditry will soon lose credibility in public eyes. Punditry may be a reflection of the
Americans can and should continue to express their
opinions on Trump rationally. However, those pundits unstable political status in America, but that shouldn’t
justify the regression of punditry. By changing how we
who paradoxically slaughter him with greater fervor in
criticize politicians, and pundits may just notice and folunethical attacks for his personal attacks and biased
judgments should seriously reconsider their hypocritical low our leads.
image they project to others.
Punditry in politics is reaching massive heights. The rise
of social media has led to the prevalence of unrestrained
criticisms of the presidential candidates, Hillary Clinton
and Donald Trump. These unprecedented heights have
inevitably led to the possibly unethical and frequently
hypocritical criticisms of these candidates.

Page 10

The Bulldog Reporter

The United States on
Death Row

in the state of California, $308 million
was spent on just thirteen executions. If
capital punishment is truly reserved for
the very worst of criminals, then why do
dozens of prisoners get thrown into
By: Paul Frank
death row due to, what many researchWhen the Supreme Court reestablished ers say is, discrimination and arbitrary
the death penalty in 1976, it said that reasons?
the two reasons for reinstating capital
punishment were deterrence and retri- Thanks to projects like the ‘Innocence
bution. During this past year, these jus- Project’, which saved 34 innocent lives in
tifications for brutal and uncivilized 2015, the American people are becoming
punishment have been seriously under- more and more aware of how inaccurate
mined by a growing group of representa- the system truly is. Since the death pentives in the criminal justice system, con- alty was reinstated, a total of 142 people
servatives and liberals alike.
have been freed after being exonerated
through DNA testing.
A committee of scholars formed by the
National Research Council discovered These factors have led to many states
that there is no "credible evidence that abolishing the death penalty. In 2014,
the death penalty is a particular deter- Maryland became the 17th state to drop
rent to violent crimes." Many scholars capital punishment. However, while 33
have attempted to prove the theory of states still have the death penalty, 13 of
deterrence, but their results "are not them have not used it for over five years.
informative about whether capital punishment increases, decreases, or has no Going back to California, which reestabeffect on homicide rates," the council lished the punishment in November of
said.
2012, about one-fourth of all US death
row inmates are imprisoned within the
A plethora of other experts have con- state. The state's chief justice said in
cluded that life imprisonment is far August that the penalty will "likely conmore practical because the death penal- tinue for at least three or so more years
ty process is simply too expensive. Just due to some problems with the execution

“Unbiased” Media: The End
to All Things
By: Lucy Hollar
To all of the people who still believe that CNN is a
reliable news source: why? Last year on September
9th, I sat down in World History Honors and realized
how bias affects the news that we consume.

method."
In January of 2017, executions are suppose to occur in Pennsylvania, Virginia,
and Texas. It just so happens that major
reviews of capital punishment are under
way in all three of those states. There's a
very high chance that the reviews will
confirm that the states have failed to
meet standards of fairness under the
U.S. Constitution, similar to other states
in the past decade.
The majority of states abolishing capital
punishment sends a strong signal of a
national consensus. It illustrates "the
evolving standards of decency that mark
the progress of a maturing society," an
idea pointed out by former Chief Justice
Earl Warren. Warren's court analyzed
that mandatory life sentences without
the possibility of parole are unconstitutional for juveniles, even if they are convicted of homicide.
That same court concluded that the
American people should recognize standards of the death penalty are brutal and
medieval. The real question is if someone is guilty of committing a crime, and
the family of the victim wants the killer
executed, do we want to live in a nation
that gives it to them?

those who claim to have none.
Many will probably agree that 2016 has been a terrible year for politics. Coincidentally, because of the
horror that we all have felt, the media has flipped on
it’s head and has either attempted to be far more objective and assertive of their opinions or they have
changed into an even larger rampant propaganda machine.

CNN acts as the middleman; they claim to have no
bias but also don’t attempt to provide accurate and
CNN preaches that they are the most reliable, up-todate, and unbiased news platform. Unbiased meaning well thought out information either, as we have seen
that they apparently have zero bias. Anyone who has countless times. The Pew Research Institute has discovered that millennials (or Generation Z) are far
ever been in a room with history teacher Mr. Jeffrey
more distrusting of the media as a whole, yet they
Parkinson, or who likes history at all, will tell you
were still very trusting of these “unbiased” sources.
that everything has bias. Every blog post, interview,
news segment, book, or high school newspaper editoBias is healthy and important. It helps us learn about
rial piece has bias.
ourselves and others. Hiding it creates even more
One of the most important things that we as humans misinformation in the misinformation cesspool that
can do is discover our own biases and use that infor- has been 2016. Isn’t it time to change the way that we
mation to better equip ourselves for the future. When consume the news?
someone presents their opinion and is honest about
their bias, they are so much more trustworthy than
The Bulldog Reporter
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Welcome to the Bulldog Hindquarter! This supplement is composed of satirical pieces about our school and community. Please enjoy this along with the other articles in this month’s edition.

Freshman Still Can't
Find Bathroom

though because everyone here room. "My bus driver thinks
gave me difference directions I'm crazy. I told her I just realto the bathroom."
ly had to pee," said Reitman.

By: Bobbie Armstrong

Reitman says he's looked everywhere for the bathroom, but
still hasn't had any success. "I
looked in both gyms, on the
turf, and backstage in the
PAC. Not a toilet in sight." He
reports that seniors gave him
confusing directions, one even
told him that every school bus
was equipped with a bath-

"There used to be those water
fountains in the hallway that
looked kind of like urinals. I'm
glad I didn't fall for that," said
Reitman.

Hopewell Valley, but they are
mainly the ultimate statement
pieces, and that is the reason
no one will want to take their
lanyards off this season.

can be a bold addition to any
outfit and keep you cozy now
that the weather's getting chillier, but lavish fur coats are
often expensive.

As of last Tuesday, freshman
Jack Reitman still can't find a
bathroom.
"It wasn't such an issue at
first," Reitman tells the Hindquarter. "I was able to make it
home most days, and I would
go to Timberlane at lunch to
use theirs. It was so confusing

Lanyards Are the Ultimate Statement Pieces
for Fall Fashion of 2016
By: Eliza Rosenthale

Pair the lanyard look with othWith chic off-white stains that er fall trends, such as earth
bubble and collect under their tones. Don’t be afraid to roll
plastic coverings, and a sharp around in any mud puddles or
display of your last year’s mid- fresh soil that you come
across on the way to the bus
sneeze yearbook photo for
everyone that you pass in the stop. For some added texture
and pattern to the look, make
hallway to see, the
new lanyards will add the per- sure a few leaves get stuck to
your clothing while you are
fect touch to any outfit for
doing somersaults through
this fall! Sure, the lanyards
your neighbor’s yard.
provide safety and organization for all students in
Everyone knows that a fur coat

Reitman was last seen standing with his legs crossed in
the library, trying to find a
bathroom between volumes of
the World Atlas.

While you’re on the ground
dragging yourself through different types of mud to find the
one that best compliments
your skin tone, also keep an
eye out for roadkill. Once
something catches your eye,
drape it over your shoulders
and head off to school. You’ll
be scoring a new piece of
trendy clothing without spending a dime, and your stained
lanyard will perfectly complement the dead rabbit draped

solve for B, and then told her, "C? That was easy."

Sophomore Told to Solve For X,
Wonders Y

"I was totally lost," Parker reports.

By: Bobbie Armstrong

"This wasn't such an issue until this year," says Parker's
teacher, Ms. Rosen. “We’ll be rolling out a new system
Sophomore Katie Parker tells the Hindquarter she was
next year where students solve for V. We've searched urconfused when her Algebra 2 teacher told her to solve for ban dictionary, and we can't come up with a way our stuX. "I just didn't understand Y," said Parker.
dents can be confused by V. No puns possible."
Parker's algebra teacher, Ms. Rosen, said she's told her
students to solve for X since her first year teaching at CHS
over a decade ago. "It's usually the first thing we start
with. We used to have our students solve for P, but apparently even sophomores aren't mature enough for that."

Parker reports that her extensive tutoring has been helping, and her math grade is slowly improving.
“Wait, you're just writing this story for the math puns!
From my angle, this is an acute problem!”

Parker had a math tutor Freshman year, but was confused
by the examples her tutor used. Her math tutor had her

Spirit Week Gets Out of Hand
By: Ruth Wyckoff

distributed clothes to every student. Classrooms filled with
indistinguishable students, and teachers gave up trying to
teach as all non-identical twins lived out their dream of
playing identical-twin jokes and switching places with one
another.

As soon as spirit week was announced, Sophomore Rachel Finally Spirit Day arrived, and Mitter “knew just what to
Mitter was planning to make history. “I just care a lot about do to really make the day memorable. During the pep rally,
my school spirit. It is my top priority,” she commented.
Mitter released 400 bulldog puppies into the gym. Chaos
broke out as freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors
Day one of spirit week was Pajama Day. Mitter decided the hurried to claim as many puppies for themselves as possibest way for her to honor the occasion was to stay in bed
ble. “Student council always throws sunglasses and things
all day and not come to school at all. News of her brave
into the audience. They should always do puppies, this is
respect for school spirit spread throughout HVCHS, and
way cooler,” said one junior.
within hours, seniors were spotted changing into onsie pajamas and driving away shouting “I’m doing this because I Rachel Mitter has since been recognized as the most spiritlove my school!”
ed student, and has been awarded the prestigious Truman
The second day was twin day, and Mitter again did the un- Scholarship for finding homes for 400 puppies in one afterexpected. Prepared with a truck full of identical hoodies,
noon. Congratulations Rachel!
sweatpants, and sunglasses of all different sizes, Mitter
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