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History
n the early 19th Century several social activists understood the need to provide opportunities for individuals
who were blind. As a result of their efforts, The New York
Institution for the Blind was incorporated in 1831. The school
held the first class for children who were blind in the United
States when it opened its doors over 180 years ago on
March15th, 1832. Our school began in a single row home in
Lower Manhattan, and later moved to 9th Avenue and 34th
Street. In 1924, our school opened in its present location on
Pelham Parkway in the Bronx. Before the move it had been
renamed The New York Institute for the Education of the Blind.
In 1986, the Institute reaffirmed its mission of service to children, and changed its charter to accept not only children with
visual impairments, but also children with emotional/ learning
needs and preschool children with developmental disabilities.
Now known as The New York Institute for Special Education,
our school offers programs to children ages 3 to 21 from the
five boroughs of New York City, Long Island, Westchester and
Upstate NY Counties.
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Today the school includes three classroom buildings
one of which houses the administration offices, library and
auditorium. Three dormitories provide residential programs for
students during the week. A gymnasium contains a fitness
room, indoor track, and swimming pool. Additional leisure
opportunities are available in a bowling alley, recreation room
and playground.
More than 17 acres of spacious, well cared for grounds
surround the buildings and provide areas for play, relaxation
and socialization during students’ free time.
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long with a strong academic program, support staff in
the Health Services area offer expertise in pediatrics,
psychiatry, and optometry. Health Services works to
strengthen and facilitate the education process by improving
and maintaining the health status of the students. The medical
staff works to complement the care that the students receive
from their primary care providers.
Annual reviews, Individual Education
Plan (IEP) development and educational evaluations are handled by
Pupil Personnel Services. The staff is
involved from the initial evaluation to
the actual enrollment process. They
work closely with each family to
insure that the student’s needs are
identified and met through the IEP.

Our Services

A

We consider new students for
admission at any time during the
school year. The programs at The
New York Institute work with families
in the five boroughs of New York
City, Long Island, Westchester and
Upstate NY Counties.
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Residential

he New York Institute’s Five Day Residential Program
provides a home-like atmosphere while the students
are at school. Students from the Schermerhorn and
Van Cleve programs live in dormitories and interact with
supportive and knowledgeable staff.
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The Residential Program believes that learning doesn’t stop
at the end of the school day. Students receive help with their
homework and practice skills related to independent living.
Throughout the week students are involved in shopping, meal
planning, food preparation, and care of their living area.
Staff accompanies students off campus to
Broadway shows, major sporting events, movies,
and restaurants. The recreation staff offers a daily
schedule of activities. Some favorites include
swimming, bowling and exercising.

Team sports such as goalball, cheerleading,
basketball, wrestling, swimming, and track and field
give the students opportunities to compete with
other schools. The staff works closely with the
families in developing the goals for each student.
This partnership is important since new skills
learned must be used when the students return
home on the weekends and for holidays.
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Van Cleve
he Van Cleve Program is a special education program
for children ages 5 to 13 years of age with both
emotional and learning needs.
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The goal of the program is to remediate the behavioral
and learning deficits of students by providing academic and
social skills.

The program provides a highly structured educational day
and 5 day residential setting, including counseling services for
both students and families. The program’s philosophy lies in the
belief that students want to progress, learn and be successful.
To assure their success a supportive, structured setting is
provided in which the students discover themselves to be
valued and capable individuals. The class sizes are small with
a ratio of one Teacher and one Teacher Assistant to six
children maximum.

All children are reevaluated at specified intervals to assess
their progress and to ensure continued appropriate planning.
In addition to the educational curriculum, the students also
receive related services, art, music, physical education and
computer instruction.

Upon completion of the Van Cleve Program students are
placed in their next educational setting after meetings held by
their local Committee on Special Education. Students have
moved into the regular public school system, and other day or
residential treatment facilities.
Community outreach is an integral part of the children’s
educational experience. Projects have included: fundraising for
an animal shelter; a canned food drive; Valentines Day card
making for Veterans; adoption of an orphaned baby elephant
and an orphaned baby rhinoceros.
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Schermerhorn

he Schermerhorn Program offers students ages
5 to 21 with a visual impairment or blindness an
academic program that follows the New York State
Learning Standards.
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The program has been educating students with visual
impairment or blindness for over 180 years. Divided into an
elementary, middle and high school, Schermerhorn offers
students a varied and challenging curriculum. The overall goal
of the program is to provide high quality educational experiences that will assist students in being independent. From
adaptive physical education, through Regents classes and New
York State exams, to technology labs, students have opportunities that help them face the challenges of the global world.

Support services such as occupational therapy, speech and
language therapy, English as a Second Language, counseling and
orientation and mobility are provided based on the student’s
Individual Education Plan (IEP). Through a partnership with
area colleges, students can earn college credit beginning in
their junior year in high school.
In addition to the core academic classes, the students
receive instruction in art, daily living skills, and social skills.
Students participate in career and vocational classes to
develop skills necessary for competitive employment. Prevocational training takes place in various departments on and
off campus. Skill development occurs in areas that include the
campus coffee shop, clerical assistance, and in the pre-school
program. As students develop skills they move to off-campus
job placements. A variety of extra-curricular activities are
offered to ensure that students are well rounded. The students
participate in sports, student council, and perform in annual
winter and spring music shows and art exhibits.
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he Readiness Program is a full day, center based
program for children ages 3 to 5 who live in the
Bronx, New York.

Readiness

T

Children who display a developmental delay in one or
more of the following areas: cognitive, speech and language,
fine or gross motor skills, sensory integration, adaptive or
social-emotional development, participate in the program.

The students are grouped together in small classes with a
teacher and two teacher assistants. Support services such as
Speech Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and
Counseling are provided to children in order to meet their educational goals as mandated by the Individual Education Plan (IEP).
The Readiness Program works closely with the families
and offers parent training and support groups to assist the
families in advocating for their child’s educational needs. The
Monolingual and Bilingual groups meet regularly with a social
worker and psychologist leading the group.

The Readiness staff believes that young children, regardless
of their disability, learn when they are fully participating and
interacting with people and their environment. The curricula
include Teaching Strategies, TEACCH and visual supports
consisting of Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS),
Super Symbols and True Object Based Icons (TOBI) which are
incorporated into all aspects of the students’ day.

Monthly themes are woven into the curricula along with
music activities and fun hands on learning opportunities.
Whether it is watching chicks hatch, competing in tricycle races
or displaying art work, the children are provided with real
learning experiences to reinforce basic concepts and skills.
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Mission Statement
The mission of The
New York Institute for
Special Education is
to provide quality
educational programs
and support to the
students and families
in a safe, caring
environment, to
awaken and inspire
student curiosity,
lifelong learning and
fulfillment.

For more information,
please contact:

Founded in 1831 as
The New York Institute for the
Education of the Blind

999 Pelham Parkway
Bronx, NY 10469-4998
Tel: 718-519-7000
Fax: 718-231-9314 (Fax)
www.nyise.org

