Weekly Memos – January 22, 2018
Teacher Attendance, Student Achievement
Several research studies show that teacher attendance has an impact on student
achievement. One study in particular found that students with teachers who had
fewer absences were found to have had significantly larger improvements. One of
my goals has been to eliminate the information gap and inconsistency. Students
learn better when the environment is consistent and when they are familiar with
the adults in the building.
The rumors around substitute teachers have gone from banning substitutes, no
money to pay subs, to eliminating teacher assistants. Well, as the renowned Paul Harvey would say, “Here’s
the rest of the story.”
Let’s be crystal clear – we have not run out of money. This board and administration are just a little more
frugal with the dollars, as we want to invest in initiatives, personnel, etc. that will give us the biggest bang
for our bucks. Not that we don’t value our substitutes, but all of our schools have teacher assistants who are
well capable of filling in when teachers are absent. Our teacher assistants have at least two years of college
or have demonstrated competency on the state paraprofessional exam (i.e. an exam required to be an
assistant). Our thinking is why not use these individuals first, who students are familiar with and know how
to fill the gap. When we know there are excessive numbers of teachers absent, we will reach out to our sub
portal. I hope this clarifies any misconceptions on why we have reduced the budget around substitutes. I am
extremely proud of the uptick in teacher attendance since the implementation of this initiative. We will be
rewarding teachers in the future for perfect attendance. Unused money that was budgeted for subs can
now go towards monetary incentives for our dedicated and hardworking teachers. New development
around school configuration has emerged; therefore, my future columns will have some great news to
share. Stay tuned.

Teacher Tuesday Cancelled for January
Teacher Tuesday has been cancelled for Tuesday, January 30.

Upgrades Continue in Computer Labs at West
Technology is constantly changing, and keeping up with student needs is important. At West Junior
High upgrades are being made to the computer lab to ensure that students have the latest
technology to meet increasing demands.

Enrollment Continues to Rise at Fayette
County Public Schools
Enrollment is on the rise across the district! New families
continue to sign on after hearing about the exciting programs
and courses of study Fayette County Public Schools have to
offer. If you are interested in learning more about FCPS or
touring a school, please contact Andrea Underhill at 901-3159498.

Pre-K Enhances Early Literacy Skills
Learning or playing? Hands-on learning can seem like play in the pre-K world, but children learn
best through these tactile experiences. Early literacy can be fun through the use of different
mediums, such as letter practice with shaving cream and noodles. To learn more about the pre-K
program or how to register your child contact Jodi Joyner at 901-465-5260.

Community Partners Support Fayette County
Public Schools
Schools and districts rely on the support of their community
partners. Whether those resources come in the form of
goods, volunteers, or monetary support, Fayette County
Public Schools values the strong relationships forged with its
partners. Our partners at BancorpSouth Somerville and
Oakland, David Whitendon and Joe Perdue, provided a
generous donation during our last professional development
opportunity. We appreciate your service to our schools and
district.

Oakland Elementary Reinstates Junior Beta Club
The Oakland Stars shined as students of the Junior Beta Club were recognized for high
achievement. After nearly 18 years, Oakland Elementary School put the Junior Beta Club back on
the map. Congratulations to these young scholars.

Lady Wildcats Outlast Raleigh-Egypt in Overtime
The Fayette-Ware Lady Wildcats got back on the winning track at home last weekend as they
defeated Raleigh-Egypt 69-61 in over time. The game turned into a 2-woman show as Fayette
Ware's Courteisha Jackson and Raleigh-Egypt's Ronni Williams did battle all game long. The game
got off to a slow start as both defenses took turns shutting down each other's offense. FayetteWare took a slim 17-16 lead into the half. Jackson heated up in the third quarter scoring 10 points
as the Lady Wildcats built an eight-point lead. The fourth quarter saw a furious rally by the
Pharaohs as Ronni Williams scored 16 of her 32 points in the quarter as Raleigh-Egypt sent the
game to overtime tied at 51. Jackson once again took over as she scored 15 of her career high 41
points in the extra period, including making 9 of 10 free throws to close out the game. For her
efforts, Courteisha was named MVP. Fayette-Ware's Shaniah Tate chipped in with 10 points.

“Future Wildcats” Game Played between East JRHS and West JRHS
The annual Larry Ransom Holiday Classic at Fayette-Ware High School was the scene for the
second “Future Wildcats” game between Fayette County Public Schools’ two middle schools. Both
teams again got the opportunity to wear Fayette-Ware uniforms, get dressed in the high school
locker rooms, and take the floor at the “Warehouse”.
The West Lions jumped out to an early first quarter lead and never looked back en route to the 7056 victory. West used a full court pressure defense to convert East turnovers into easy layups and
led at the half, 31-22. J.J. Jones scored 15 first half points to pace the Lions. Quinterrio Maclin
dropped 10 for the Bulldogs. East came back strong in the third quarter behind Maclin’s 12 points
and cut the lead to 46-42. The Lions’ balanced scoring effort proved to be too much in the fourth
quarter as they pulled away for the win. Jones finished with 19 points on his way to winning the
MVP. Montellis Green had 15, while Jirah Payne and Jarius Terry added 14 points each. East’s
Maclin led all scorers with game high 27 points, while D’Terrious Walker added 8.

Fayette-Ware Freshman Boys Run
Season Record to 13-1
The Fayette-Ware boys’ freshman team continued
their winning ways with a runaway 54-27 victory
over the Munford Cougars. They jumped out to a 120 first quarter lead and never looked back. The 2nd
quarter was much of the same, as Munford had no
answer for the Wildcats’ stifling full court pressure.
LaDarius Luellen came off the bench to score 7pts in
the quarter as Fayette-Ware went into halftime
leading 35-14. Coach Chearis went to his bench in
the 2nd half and they picked up right where the starters left off. The Wildcats forced Munford into
turnovers leading to easy baskets. Taki Walker and Luellen led Fayette-Ware with 10 points each.
The freshman Wildcats return home on January 25th to take on MHEA before hosting the District
tournament on January 28th.

