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Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D.

“There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard
work, and learning from failure.”

Superintendent

~ Colin Powell
Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Secretary of State

Measuring Success
The ultimate goal of Benjamin School
District 25 is to enable all students to
be successful academically, socially,
emotionally, artistically, and physically,
which defines a well-rounded student. I
agree with Faith Fietsam, staff writer for
the Lake Forest High School The Forest
Scout newspaper, who points out that
the measure of a good school is “much
more than what can be quantified through
scores and statistics.” She emphasizes
that school rankings do not measure
the quality of character of students, the
passion of teachers, and the overall positive
experience in school.
Our district’s Scorecard Report includes
goals, indicators, and targets that define
well-rounded students. We continually
monitor our goals to determine the extent
that the indicators and targets have been
met, and adjustments are made accordingly.
You can review the Scorecard Report on the
district’s website, www.bendist25.org.

Ingredients of Success
Educational programming, safe and
secure learning environments, and facility
maintenance are key ingredients for
student success. Each of the ingredients is
addressed by the capital projects proposed

to be funded by the $6.9 million
referendum. An overview of the
capital projects is found on page 3.

Tax Rate Implications for
Success
The referendum would result in the
annual outstanding debt service of almost
$1.2 million being reduced to a $997,500
debt service extension effective in 2018
as shown by the Proposed Reduction of
Debt Services Tax graph on page 3. Each
year the debt service extension would be
capped by the lesser of the Consumer Price
Index or five percent. An owner of a house
assessed at $250,000 would save about
$73 in the annual debt service tax rate
versus the taxes paid the previous year. If
the referendum does not pass, the savings
would be an estimated $221 annually,
but additional funds would be neded to
maintain the buildings.

Plans to Continually Enhance
Student Success
A new language arts program for grades
6-8 has been selected after trying out and
studying two programs. A blend of books
and online resources will be used next
year after teachers have been thoroughly
trained. Also, additional Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math

(STEAM) components will be provided to
our students in both schools in 2017-2018.
A trial STEAM class is being offered this
summer to a limited number of students
with plans to expand the summer class
offerings in 2018. More information will be
forthcoming.

Congratulations
The Illinois Principals’ Association
selected Laura Pfanenstiel, Evergreen
Elementary School Principal, as the
2016-2017 DuPage Regional Elementary
Principal of the Year. She has served as
a teacher assistant, first grade and eighth
grade teachers, assistant principal, and
principal in our school district. It is
noteworthy that Mike Fitzgerald, Benjamin
Middle School principal, was named the
DuPage Regional Middle School Principal
of the Year in 2015-2016.
Sincerely,

Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
Superintendent

SCHOOL FINANCE 101

Cost Saving Measures + Revenue Enhancements = Effective Fiscal Practices
School districts must be proactive by
using effective fiscal practices to maintain a
sound financial condition. Benjamin School
District 25 continually focuses on studying
and implementing cost-saving measures and
enhancing revenue sources.

Cost-Saving Measures
The list of cost-saving measures may
be found on the district’s website, www.
bendist25.org, under the Finance section,
starting with the year 2000 to the present.
Also included on the list is the Carol
Stream Parks Department (CSPD) sharing
the construction costs for the large gym
at Evergreen Elementary School in 1996.
Benjamin School District and the CSPD
continue to equally share the maintenance
costs for the large gym and nearby parking
lot. The cost savings measures are
categorized as follows:
• One-time revenue, total $837,947
• Implementation year savings, total
$347,090
• Future estimated annual savings, total
$2,086,932
Currently we are analyzing price quotes
for bathroom paper products and trash bag
liners, and anticipate noteworthy savings

without impacting the quality of the products.
Fluorescent light fixtures are planned to
be replaced with more energy efficient and
longer-lasting LED light fixtures. There
will be significant savings due to decreased
energy consumption and extending the life of
light bulbs.

Revenue Enhancements
Since 2006, the district has systemically
and aggressively sought grants that benefit
our students and faculty. We search for grant
opportunities from organizations, agencies,
foundations, and corporations through local,
state and national sources. The grants range
from $250 to $80,000 for a total of $191,630.
The list of grants is located on the district’s
website, www.bendist25.org under the
Finance section.
In addition, the Benjamin Foundation
for Educational Excellence funds teacherdeveloped grants to enhance and enrich
the educational opportunities for students.
Since its inception in 2000, the Foundation
has awarded grants in excess of $150,000
in support of school district educational
excellence.
Finally, the Benjamin-Evergreen PTA
provides volunteers and funding for programs
and events that greatly benefit our students

Board of Education Election
and Referendum
• Election Day is April 4, 2017
• Four school board seats are up for election with four
incumbents running
• Referendum funds:
• Educational Programming
• Safety/Security Projects
• Facility Maintenance
• 16% Decreased Debt Service Tax Rate if
Referendum Passes

2

SPRING 2017

The PTA specifically funds assemblies,
student incentives, educational field trips,
celebration supplies, graduation reception,
Benjamin Middle School dances, Too Good
For Drugs materials, Safe and Sure programs,
and other programs. Also, the PTA funds
special requests such as updating the
kindergarten playground equipment, and
providing comfortable seating for Benjamin
Middle School’s learning media center. Over
the past nine years, the PTA has funded more
than $105,500 in programs and educational
assistance across the district.

Future Plans
Benjamin School District 25 will
continue its focus to target ways to reduce
expenditures and to garner additional
revenue. We appreciate the tireless efforts
of the PTA and Foundation to fund projects,
programs, and initiatives that benefit our
students.
Please contact Shelley Clark, Ed.D.,
business manager, by phone at 630876-7800, ext. 206 or email sclark@
bendist25.org, or Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D.,
superintendent, at 630/876-7800, ext. 205
or email pehrhardt@bendist25.org to provide
suggestions to explore cost-saving measures
and revenue enhancement opportunities.

ELECTION
DAY

Consolidated General
Election April 4
In Illinois, even if you were not registered to vote by the
early March deadline, you may register to vote, and early vote,
through April 3. This opportunity is referred to as grace period
registration and voting. The key, though, is that you have to
register to vote, and early vote, at the same time. This can be
done at the DuPage County Election Commission office.
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Proposed Reduction of Debt Service Tax

Capital Projects Overview
Safety & Security Improvements $2.5 million
• Improve front door access and security at Evergreen School
• Repair / replace playground surfaces and parking lots
• Repair / replace non-working windows

Educational Improvements $2.5 million
• Upgrade science labs
• Upgrade student technology devices and related
infrastructure
• Upgrade student furniture and convert small gym to
multipurpose room

Facility Maintenance $1.9 million
• Repairs to roofs
• Classroom sink upgrades to meet current code
• Upgrade classroom fluorescent lighting to LED lighting
The above overview, included in the Winter 2017 newsletter,
had a typographical error. The cost of the Safety and Security
Improvements should be $2.5 million rather than $1.5 million.

Proposed Benjamin 25
Improvements
The Benjamin District 25 Board of Education has identified
a number of capital projects that need to be completed by
2018. These projects have a total cost of $6.9 million. The
Board is not requesting any funds for teachers, pensions
or building expansion. The entire $6.9 million has been
identified for capital projects.
Information on all projects and referendum-related facts
may be found on the district website at www.bendist25.org.
Click on the Referendum Information link found along the left
side of the home page.

VOTE
April 4

April Ballot Question For Benjamin District 25 Residents
Can the District continue to extend debt payments at a level 16% less than
current debt payments, capped each year by the lesser of CPI or 5%?
Official language:
Shall the debt service extension base under Property Tax Extension Limitation Law for Benjamin School District Number 25, DuPage
County, Illinois, for payment of principal and interest on limited bonds be increased from $582,671.48 to $997,500 for the 2018 levy
year and all subsequent levy years, such debt service extension base to be increased each year by the lesser of 5% or the percentage
increase in the Consumer Price Index during the 12-month calendar year preceding the levy year?

Benjamin District 25 publishes BEN.25 Connect for parents and residents.
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It’s A-Mazing!
Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., superintendent, observes as fourth grade
students in Josh Kairis’ computer class design mazes which will
be produced in the school’s MakerSpace on the 3-D printer. When
asked how they liked this project, one student remarked, “You have
to keep trying again and again in order to make the maze work.”

League Of Women Voters Endorses Benjamin 25
Over the years, the League of Women Voters
of Wheaton has studied and restudied public
education as it is offered in the communities
they serve. Based on these studies the League
has adopted a position supporting quality
education sufficiently diverse to meet the needs
of all students and able to provide a foundation
for lifelong learning.
The League has identified keys to achieving
these goals:
• Reasonable and appropriate class size
• Teachers and administrators who meet high
professional standards

• Teachers and administrators maintained in
positions for which they are trained
• Mutual trust and communication between the
community and the school system
• Quality and equity throughout the system of
physical plant, program and materials
According to Patricia Schwarze, president
of the League of Women Voters of Wheaton,
adequate resources are necessary to accomplish
these goals, and while they should include
sufficient constitutionally-mandated state
funding, a shortfall in these resources should
not be at the expense of quality education.

“We believe it is in the interest of the entire
community to invest in and support public
education,” she states in a recent letter to
Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D., Benjamin District 25
superintendent.
Three school districts in the organization’s
membership area have referendums on the
ballot on April 4 including Benjamin District
25. All three are seeking funds for physical
plant renovations, maintenance, and facility
upgrades to provide the education program that
meets the needs of all students, both today and
in the future.

Students Use Universal Design & Technology To Forge Bike Safety Partnership
Benjamin Middle School
students soon will have the
opportunity to walk or ride their
bikes to and from school, thanks
to completion of the new West
Branch DuPage River Trail/Fair
Oaks Road community bike path
and a generous $1,729 donation
by AAA Chicago funding the
purchase of three speciallyselected student bike racks.
On hand for a recent Board
of Education salute, were (from
left): Janice Youngwith, grant
consultant; Charlene Sligting,
AAA-Chicago public affairs
specialist; Mike Fitzgerald,
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Benjamin principal; Angela
Anthony, technology integration
specialist; Jodi Krause,
Benjamin District 25 Board
president; and Benjamin
H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People
Everywhere) students who
provided research to help forge
the unique partnership in behalf
of student safety.
Student members of
Benjamin Middle School’s
H.O.P.E. Club used concepts of
universal design and technology
applications to evaluate various
bike racks and select the model
best suited for 5th-8th graders

who will be riding bikes to
and from school while carrying
backpacks. Under the direction
of Angela Anthony, district
technology integration specialist,

students prepared and shared
a well-documented PowerPoint
presentation on bike rack makes,
models, costs and feasibility.
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Where Are They Now?
In this feature, we take a look at Laura
Panicali, one of the many shining stars for
whom Benjamin District 25 provided a solid
educational foundation and helped lay the
roots for blossoming careers.

Family Ties:
Parents Robert (retired Honeywell
electrical engineering manager) and Julie
(grant writing specialist for Alexian Brothers
Health System) Panicali still reside in
district. Younger sister, Elizabeth, is a
freshman nursing major at Carroll University,
Waukesha, WI.

Education
Laura is a graduate of Benjamin Middle
School (2009), Community High School
(2013) and will graduate from Beloit
College this May with a bachelor’s degree in
mathematics along with a minor in computer
science.
During her college tenure, she served
as captain of the Beloit College women’s
basketball team, was a three-year starter,
was named Midwest Conference Player of
the Week and was a Midwest Conference
Academic-All Conference freshman,
sophomore, and junior years. She holds the
second highest single game point total in
Beloit program history with a career high
35-point game.

Career
Following graduation, Laura will begin
her career as a technology development
program associate for United Health Group/
Optum Technology in Schaumburg working
in multiple technology areas in the pharmacy

scripts division.
Collegiate experience includes working
as coordinator for Girls and Women in
Science, a hands-on weekend workshop
offering sixth grade girls an opportunity
to focus on experiments and interact with
industry professionals, with the goal of
building confidence and interest in science
fields.
In the classroom, academic
accomplishments include being named to the
Dean’s List all semesters, a Merit Scholar for
Math and Computer Science, and a Beloit
College Presidential Scholar. In her spare
time, she enjoys volunteering in the Beloit
public schools as a reading buddy and
robotics mentor, and serving as a teaching
assistant for Beloit College’s Cognitive
Robotics course.

Golden Memories
Outdoor Ed at Loredo Taft in 6th grade!
In athletics, our basketball and volleyball
teams won conference or the tournament
every year that we played! I also really
enjoyed the rollerblading units in gym class
and getting to go to the high school for a day
for Sportsfest.
My favorite class was Denise Johansen’s
3rd grade science. I vividly remember
setting off rockets made of film canisters and
Alka-Seltzer! Science was always my favorite
subject in elementary and middle school and
that is why my favorite teachers were Denise
Johansen, Jim Allard, and Mark Bradbury,
who was also my 7th grade basketball coach
and from whom I learned so much about
science and basketball!
I played volleyball, basketball, and track
at Benjamin Middle School as well as being
a part of the student council. I received
the math award at graduation which makes
sense now as my major and future job is in
mathematics!
How did Benjamin District 25 help
prepare you for the future?
Benjamin taught me valuable life lessons.
I was encouraged to get involved in clubs
and athletics. Middle school was when I
developed a strong work ethic and decided
that I need to work hard for the things I want
most in life. Benjamin District 25 helped
form the base of my academic and athletic
career, and prepared me well to excel in high
school and beyond.
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Student Fees For
2017-2018 School Year
Grade Level Fees
Kindergarten		
1st Grade		
2nd Grade		
3rd Grade		
4th Grade		
5th Grade		
6th Grade		
7th Grade		
8th Grade		

$116
$112
$109
$153
$170
$171
$171
$169
$166

Extracurricular Program Fees
After-School Clubs
Chess Club		
Choir			
Cross Country		
Interscholastic Sports
Intramurals		
Additional Intramurals
NJHS			
Pompons			
5th/6th Grade Basketball
Theater Club, Cast
Theater Club, Crew

$15
$15
$15
$35
$65
$30
$15
$20
$35
$35
$30
$20

Other Fees
Transportation: K-4 = $474/year;
K-4 one way = $237/all year
Hot lunches at Benjamin Middle
School now will cost $3.10/lunch
Milk is $20/year
Apple Juice is $37/year
Band Fee: 1 Student = $75;
2 Students = $125;
3 or more Students = $200.

Registration packets
distributed April 13
and due back May 1
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What Our Community Says...

Celebrating 100 Days
With A Look At The Past

Respondent Characteristics

Author Merle Garton Phillips shared what it
was like being a first grade student in the(Phone
early Surveys = 100 people; Online & paper Surveys = 25 people)
1900s, compared her favorite subjects to those
same classes taught today, and recounted some of
the milestones of her life at Evergreen Elementary
School’s 100 Days of School celebration. At 109
years young, the author began writing at age 72
and encouraged the first graders to challenge
themselves and never give up.

Opinion On Possible Referendum

Dress Like A Pirate Day At The 5th Grade Lunch
By: Neela Myers, 5th grade
Student Reporter

Grading Benjamin School District 25

“It’s definitely not chicken!” - Principal Mike Fitzgerald
What is the best lunch ever? The lunch at which your principal eats beef liver!
Why you ask? Because our school showed great pirate spirit on Dress like a Pirate
Day this year!
At the 5th grade lunch, Principal Mike Fitzgerald’s first of four disgusting feasts was
cow liver. It was prepared and looked surprisingly pleasant, but judging by his reaction, it
was almost inedible!
Fortunately for students, he had to eat the entire thing! It was presented very nicely----a
5-7 onto
7 point
scale) on a bed of golden brown, crispy, grilled onions. The
dark(Rating
brownrange
liverof
cooked
perfection
liver had a weird look to it, and was curved into a wide banana-like shape.
When students asked him what it tasted like, he replied “Have your mom cook it for
your lunch tomorrow!” The students enjoyed watching him eat the liver and the face he
made before he ate it, but the part they most enjoyed was his reaction after he’d eaten it!
It was definitely a scene to remember!
Did you know, liver is actually very healthy for you? It includes a form of iron, all the B
vitamins, zinc, and tons of other nutrients, vitamins, and minerals.
Good choice Mr. Fitzgerald and students of Benjamin!

Evaluation of Possible Improvements

Ben.25
NowAccepting
AcceptingAdvertising
Advertising
Ben.25Connect
Connect Newsletter
Newsletter Now

For advertising
information,
contact
Philip
Ehrhardt,
Ed.D.,
superintendent,
at at
thethe
Benjamin
For advertising
information,
contact
Phillip
Ehrhardt,
Ed.D.,
superintendent,
BenjaminDistrict
District2525Administration
AdministrationServices
ServicesCenter
Center at 630-876-7800
630-876-7800.
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WINTER 2017

Seventh Grade Students
Use S.T.E.A.M. Skills
Seventh graders in Jim Allard’s Benjamin Middle School science
class are studying the mixture of gases that surround Earth, with
nitrogen and oxygen being the most abundant. Students are able to
calculate the percentage of oxygen in the atmosphere by measuring
the total volume of oxygen consumed in a test tube when inverted over
a burning candle that is placed in a pie tin of water. They collaborate
by analyzing and comparing their results.
As elementary and middle school students embrace science,
technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics (S.T.E.A.M.),
Benjamin District 25 proposes upgrades to educational programs
including updated science labs at Benjamin Middle School with
safety features such as an eye wash station and fume hood. Portable
science labs are proposed at Evergreen Elementary School.
Financing the proposed Benjamin District 25 improvements,
in the April 4 Consolidated General Election. For information, visit
which also include capital projects to enhance safe/secure buildings
www.bendist25.org and click on the Referendum Information link
and facility maintenance, is the topic of a ballot initiative question
along the left side of the home page.

Healthy Choices!
A new $2,000 Walmart Foundation grant will help
supply vital cooking equipment and food items for
Benjamin Middle School’s new Food4Life Healthy
Eating and health classroom curriculum. The program
offers students the opportunity to learn about healthy
eating, food preparation basics, food safety, nutrition,
and experience cooking nutritious snacks and meals.

Kindergarten Registration
Kindergarten registration is ongoing at Evergreen Elementary
School. To be eligible to attend kindergarten in the fall, a child
must be five years old on or before September 1. Parents are asked
to bring their child’s original county birth certificate, parent work
phone numbers, emergency contact home phone numbers, and
doctor’s phone number with them to register.
The forms for child health, eye and dental examinations for
kindergarten must be completed and returned to the Evergreen
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School office by the end of this school year or to the Benjamin
District 25 Administration Service Center by August 1. Forms are
available on the district’s website at www.bendist25.org, or packets
are available at the Evergreen School office, 1041 Evergreen Drive,
Carol Stream.
All documents must show the parents’/guardians’ proper address.
For registration information, call the Evergreen School office at 630876-7810.
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We’re On Facebook
& Twitter
FRIEND us on Facebook and
FOLLOW us on Twitter for Benjamin
25 news, photos, and more.

facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

Twitter.com@Bendis25

Make The
Communication
Connection!
Building and maintaining open lines
of communication with members of
our Benjamin District 25 family are key
ingredients to making a difference in the
lives of the children we serve. A variety
of communication methods is available to
share a compliment, address a question
or communicate a concern to the
superintendent. They include:
Written: Send written communication
to the Administration Service Center,
28W250 St. Charles Road, West Chicago,
IL 60185.
Phone: Call 630-876-7800 to speak
with Dr. Ehrhardt, or leave a voice mail
message.
E-Mail: Use the address:
pehrhardt@bendist25.org.

Mark Your Calendars

April 4
Consolidated General Election

April 10
Board of Education meeting, 7
p.m. Administration Boardroom
April 19
Red, White & Beautiful, 6:30
p.m., Benjamin Middle School
May 1
Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m. Administration
Boardroom
May 5
Preschool screening, 12:30 p.m.,
Evergreen Elementary,
630-876-7810 for appointments

May 9
Benjamin-Evergreen PTA
meeting, 7 p.m., Administration
Boardroom
May 12
Spring Band & Choir Concert,
6:30 p.m., Benjamin Middle
School

May 31
Field Day at Evergreen
Elementary School, all grades
8th grade graduation, 7 p.m.
Community Fellowship
June 1
Preschool picnic & last day,
Evergreen Elementary School

May 25
Spring sports awards, 6:30 p.m.
Benjamin small gym
Kindergarten music
presentation, Evergreen
Elementary School

June 2
Last Day of School
11:10 a.m. dismissal
Benjamin Grades 5-8

May 29
Memorial Day, no school

June 12
Board of Education meeting, 7
p.m., Administration Board Room

11:40 a.m. dismissal
Evergreen grades K-4 dismissal

Additional calendar dates may be found on the district website at www.bendist 25.org.

Benjamin District 25’s Ben.25 Connect
community newsletter has been recognized since 2010
with top Awards of Excellence and Awards of Merit
by the Illinois Chapter of the National School Public
Relations Association. The newsletter recently received
national recognition with an honorary mention.

Fax: Use the Benjamin District 25 fax line
at 630-876-3325 to send your comments
to Dr. Ehrhardt.
Online: Visit our home page at www.
bendist25.org and don’t forget to LIKE our
Benjamin School District 25 Facebook page.

A chance to meet and speak with Author
Jeffrey Brown was a highlight at Evergreen
Elementary School’s Family Reading Night
and book fair.

Facebook: Visit www.facebook.com/
BenjaminDistrict25 and LIKE the page
to receive periodic news updates from
Benjamin District 25.
Twitter: Follow us at
www.Twitter.com/Bendist25
Board of Education:
Jodi Krause, President
Anna Taylor, Vice President
Please note that because Benjamin District 25 mails
its publications by postal route, some individuals
who do not live within Benjamin District 25 may
receive this mailing.

Vince Engstrom, Secretary

A Benjamin School District 25 communique
connecting schools and the community.

Jack Buscemi
Tammy Mastroianni
Dennis Pertson
Lisa Willuweit
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Superintendent:
Dr. Philip M. Ehrhardt
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