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Message From The Superintendent
The school year is fast approaching the end of the first semester. There seems to be little hesitation of time in the world
of education. The faculty and students have been busy preparing for PSSA testing in April. The Board of Directors has
a February deadline to apply for an interest-free municipal bond that, if state approved, could be utilized in financing the
elementary building projects. The preliminary budget in the budget preparation process is being developed. Programs
and services with projected costs are being determined. In January, the Board must consider the millage rates for the
2010-2011 budget. Each of these events has one thing in common; they have the ability to affect student achievement.
Our students in grades 3 through 11 completed 4Sight reading and math assessments in September and November.
The September assessment served as a benchmark to determine proficiency of those standards that identify what a
student should know and be able to do at specific grade levels. The November assessment results were used to provide
information to teachers and students on the progress in achieving mastery of those standards that students were not
proficient on in September. To assist those students who are struggling to achieve proficiency, Individual Student Action
Plans (ISAP) were developed by their teachers. Students will work on their ISAP throughout the school year to gain
proficiency on those reading and/or math standards. A comparison of our September and November 4Sight
assessments show varying gains across grade levels. Students will take the 4Sight assessments again in January and
February before the PSSA testing in April. I am pleased with the determination of our teachers to increase student
achievement and the desire of our students to learn.
Four incumbent school board members were welcomed at the December 7 th reorganization meeting. Congratulations to
Mr. Robert Kurka, Mr. Thomas McCracken, Mr. William Roach, and Mr. David Syster on their November election and
return to the School Board. Congratulations are also extended to Mr. Robert Kurka and Mr. William Roach on their
reappointment as board president and vice president. Renovation was a topic discussed at our December work session
meeting. The Board informally agreed to a full scale renovation for both elementary buildings. Discussion to eliminate
the north/south dividing line and consider parent encouragement and/or voluntary participation as the criteria for
equalizing enrollment in both buildings was presented. Although current and future student enrollment is a factor that
must be considered even if we attempt to equalize attendance to both buildings, is it the only factor to consider in
deciding to renovate? What are the thoughts of our district residents in regard to a renovation project and the approach
to equalizing enrollment in both buildings? If you would like to communicate your thoughts to the Board, please do so at
publiccomment@plsd.k12.pa.us. A link is also available on the Board of Directors page in the district section of the
PLSD website at www.plsd.k12.pa.us. Communication can also be sent by mail. Please send written comments to Purchase Line School District, Office of the Superintendent, P.O. Box 374, Commodore, PA 15729.
The budget supports our district’s educational goals and objectives. The cost of education challenges school districts in
developing a budget that can support those educational goals. We rely heavily on state reimbursement to finance our
budget. Our current budget is financed with 73% of state funding. Local revenue makes up 22% of the budget. Of that
percentage, 12% is generated from current real estate tax. Each year we must estimate the amount of state revenue we
expect to receive while attempting to determine what cuts need to be made without compromising education in order to
achieve a balanced budget.
With the holiday season upon us, we have much to appreciate and be thankful for. Let us be mindful in remembering
those that are less fortunate and those that have family members serving in our armed forces. I wish you a Merry
Christmas with family and friends and a New Year filled with health and happiness.
Ms. Tina Hazelet
Superintendent of Schools
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Mr. Robert Walbeck from Walbeck Insurance of
Homer City came to PL to present Cody Stolitza
with a $500 scholarship for his perseverance and
dedication during a tough season. Cody was
nominated by his sister, Nichole.
To nominate an athlete for the basketball
season, go to the Walbeck Insurance Agency
webpage.

2010 Census : It’s About Us
It’s time to stand up and be counted, and help your municipality and our school district all at the same
time. It only takes ten minutes. Will you help us?
Every ten years, a census is conducted to count everyone living in our country. Data collected is used
for many purposes, including some of our school and community funding. Without the proper count, the
amount of governmental funding our schools and municipalities receive will not be accurate. That is why we
need you to stand up and be counted.
We have all heard stories of elections being won or lost by just a handful of votes. Likewise, we have
heard similar examples of communities and schools in our area losing out on funding because enough people
did not register for the last census. Census data also helps to determine the districting of state representatives and members of Congress, as well as funds made available for college tuition grants and loans, and
where new roads will be built.
Look for a questionnaire in your mail from the U.S. Census Bureau in March. With only ten questions,
the 2010 Census questionnaire is one of the shortest in history and takes just ten minutes to complete. A
census worker will only visit households that do not return the
questionnaire, so take a few minutes to complete it and mail it back and
nothing further is required. And remember, by law, the Census Bureau
cannot share an individual’s census questionnaire responses with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities.
Purchase Line students in grades five through twelve will be
participating in a school assembly to learn about the census in February.
Our Social Studies departments also include lessons about the census as
part of our curriculum.
For more information on the 2010 United States Census, visit their website: www.census.gov
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When the Teacher Becomes the Student
Everyone has heard of teacher in-service days. With all the new technology, as
well as governmental regulations, like No Child Left Behind, there is more to cover on
teacher in-service days than time allows. With a focus on staying current with computer skills and new programs, time to learn techniques and strategies to improve
teaching skills sometimes takes a back seat.
Last year, Purchase Line Junior Senior High School wanted to offer its mathematics teachers more support to become better teachers and increase student
achievement. The school was identified for a state status called School Improvement,
because not all students were performing as state regulations prescribe. And although
overall the district rated well, the teachers in the Junior-Senior High mathematics department and other department chairs met to brainstorm ways to better assist and reach all math
students. A plan was written to provide support for teachers to interpret test data and better prepare students for the
state math assessments, the PSSA.
Through a federal school improvement grant, the district secured a consultant, Mr. David Hall, of Hollidaysburg,
to work with the math teachers to make improvements. Mr. Hall taught senior high mathematics in the Altoona Area
School District for over thirty years. He was also the chairperson of the math department there for many years. He retired
from that school district and is now teaching mathematics courses part-time at St. Francis University. Since last fall he
has been working on an hourly basis with administrators and math teachers in our junior-senior high school to improve
student achievement by providing support for such things as: reviewing and analyzing student achievement data in
regard to teaching practices and course sequence and modeling for teachers strategies to prepare students for the
PSSA, particularly on open-ended questions. In addition to the eight members of the math department (Mr. Beers, chair;
Mr. Mack; Mr. Nelson; Mrs. Cessna; Mrs. McCabe, Title I; Mrs. Brown; Mr. Sleppy; and Mrs. Baker) he also works with
Mrs. Small, a special education math teacher.
In addition to their work with Mr. Hall, four teachers are also participating in a state curriculum initiative called the
Standards Aligned System, which was recently unveiled on the Pennsylvania Department of Education website. Mr.
Mack, Mr. Nelson, Mrs. Small, and Mrs. McCabe will be attending eight days of intensive training along with Mr. Mark
Weakland, a consultant from the Intermediate Unit 28. Administrators will also be participating on certain days of the
state training and include Mr. Price, Principal: Mr. Norris, Special Education Director; and Dr. Sibert, Curriculum and
Federal Programs Coordinator. The training, which began in December and will conclude in May, is being held in Pittsburgh and is funded through a federal staff development grant.

Technology and Textbooks
Textbooks and computers: at first mention, that may seem an unlikely combination. But in age of the
World Wide Web, with information fast at our fingertips, we now have fantastic capabilities to access information that didn’t exist just a few years ago.
Textbook publishers are now offering options beyond typical textbooks to schools and our students
are the benefactors of these new approaches. Starting this school year, some Junior-Senior High School
mathematics students are now able to access their math textbooks through the Internet. That’s right, entire
math books, plus much more, are now available on-line! This gives students who have access to the Internet
at home a full view of the pages of their math books, so they do not have to be carried back and forth between home and school. Currently there are four textbooks available through this system: Pre-Algebra, Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II. Letters explaining the website were sent to parents of students who use
these books in October.
Students can also access worksheets, take mini-quizzes on-line on each section of a
chapter and receive instant feedback on their progress, as well as view additional example
problems and watch video clips. These video tutors are helpful to students who may need
another round of teaching or who have missed class due to illness. Teachers can stay in
touch with students through the textbook websites by making assignments electronically.
This new approach also allows teachers to design lessons and tests aligned with state
math standards and anchors, as well as to create tests that are individualized based on
student needs. Students have embraced this new use of technology. However, if a student
does not have home Internet access or would simply prefer to use a good old textbook,
that option remains available.
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Dear Parents and Guardians
Metz & Associates, Ltd. is proud to be the foodservice provider at Purchase Line School District.
All of our services begin with high quality, delicious and nutritious food. We provide a diverse and varied menu to
meet the nutritional requirement, tastes and preference of the students. This letter is intended to explain the
Offer vs. Serve National School Lunch program and how it works.
Offer vs. Serve is an approved method of meal service in the National School Lunch Program. Your child has the
opportunity to choose only those foods, which he/she intends to eat. This feature of the National School Lunch
Program is designed to reduce food waste and give your child the opportunity to select the foods, which he/she
wants to eat. Each day your child will be offered the complete lunch, which includes a serving of:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Meat/Meat Alternate
Bread/Starch
Fruit
Vegetable
Milk

Students must be offered at least these 5 food items daily. However, your child can choose to take full servings of
a minimum of 3 and up to the 5 food items. Students may decline any two food items, including the entrée or milk.
The servings of fruits and vegetables may be a combination of a serving of fruit and a serving of vegetables, or two
servings of two different fruits, or two servings of two different vegetables. In your child’s selection, they must
choose three different food items. For instance, they could not take two hamburgers and count that as two of the
five menu items. This hamburger only counts as one food item.
A school lunch provides approximately one-third of your child’s daily nutritional needs. If you select at least three
menu items, your school is able to receive federal reimbursement to cover part of the cost of the meal. However,
the price per meal remains the same whether you select the minimum of three menu items or all five.
We encourage your child to check the menu daily so they will know which items in the school lunch they want to
eat.
Additionally at the Junior-Senior High School, several Ala Carte options are offered daily at both Breakfast and
Lunch. Please note that when at least 3 of the 5 requirements are met, Ala Carte items qualify as a reimbursable
meal.
For all school buildings, the snacks that we offer all fall within the allowable Nutrition Guidelines set forth by the
USDA.
Please feel free to contact me at anytime with any questions or concerns.
I can be reached at 814-845-7600 Ext. 4032 or leverknightb@plsd.k12.pa.us
Sincerely,
Benjamin Leverknight
Food Service Director
Purchase Line School District
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Checking on Progress with Progress Book
Have you made progress lately? What I mean is, have you used Progress Book lately? It’s a great way to keep
informed about what your child is working on while they are in the classrooms. Forget how to log on? Here’s what to
do:
1. Open your internet browser and go to this address: parents.plsd.k12.pa.us.
2. Click on the plsd school icon
3. Enter your username and password that has been
assigned by the Technology office at the school district

plsd

If you do not know your user name and password you must contact Susi Globun in the Technology office at (724) 2544312 Ext 4024. Please note that the “Forgot your password?” and “Forgot your user name” links will only work if you
have previously logged into Progress Book and entered your email address in your “Edit My Profile” section.
Parent and Student Benefits to using Progress Book:
View student averages, assignment details, homework, participation, teacher messages, attendance and more
Parents can view all of their children’s progress from a single login
Students have separate login accounts from parents to monitor their own progress
Monthly planner helps organize students’ homework and extra-curricular activities
Easy access to contact information, allowing parents and teachers to readily communicate
Encourage students to be accountable for their educational responsibilities
Immediately identify and communicate with teachers about potential errors on assignment marks
Routinely monitor student attendance and tardiness
Ongoing parent/student/teacher communication is essential to a successful
educational process. ProgressBook’s Parent Access Web Site has tremendously
improved this communication process, enabling both parents and teachers to
hold students more accountable. This system provides parents and students
with 24/7 access to classroom information and progress reports! Please take
advantage of this great tool!

The U.S. Census Bureau is looking for assistance with the 2010 Census.
These temporary positions as Census Takers are paid, and the hours are
flexible. Interested applicants must be 18 years of age, meet certain criteria
and take an employment test. The guidance office has a limited supply of
brochures and practice tests. For more information, go to
www.2010censusjobs.gov or call 1-866-861-2010.

Financial Aid Night
A representative from St. Francis University’s Office of Financial Aid will be
at Purchase Line on January 11, 2010, from 6:30-8:00 pm in the High
School Library. She will provide information on various types of financial aid
and filing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal and State Aid) forms.

VBBB - Ligonier Valley A - 6 pm

School Board Work
Session - 7 pm

31

24

17

12
JHBBB - Ligonier Valley A - 4 pm

11
Financial Aid Night - 6:30
pm - Cafeteria

10

25

26
VGBB - Marion Center A - 6:30 pm

South Elementary PTA
Meeting - 7 pm

VBBB - N. Cambria - H 6:30 pm

JHBB - N. Cambria - H 4 pm

Teacher In-Service

School Board Meeting 7 pm

19
End of Six Weeks

18
No School

VBBB - United - H - 6:30
pm

5
JHBBB - United - H - 4 pm

Tuesday

4
8th Grade Candy Sale
January 4th - 11th

Monday

3

Sunday

January 2010

VBBB - Marion Center H - 6:30 pm

27
JHBBB - Marion Center H - 4 pm

20
VGBB - N. Cambria - A 6 pm

13
VGBB - Ligonier Valley A - 6:30 pm

6
VGBB - United - A - 6 pm

Wednesday

JHBBB - Homer Center H - 4 pm
VGBB - Homer Center A - 6:30 pm

VBBB - Homer Center H - 6:30 pm

29
Plan Period - 7:50 am

22
VGBB - Saltsburg - H 6:30 pm

VGBB - Laurel Valley - A 6 pm

15
Activity Period - A/B Clubs

VGBB - Blairsville - H 6:30 pm

8
Activity Period - A/B Clubs

Happy New Year!

1
No School -

Friday

28
Report Card Distribution

Elementary Chorus
Concert - 7 pm High
School Auditorium

VBBB - Saltsburg - A 6 pm

21
JHBBB - Saltsburg - A 4 pm

VBBB - Laurel Valley H - 6:30 pm

14
JHBBB - Laurel Valley H - 4 pm

VBBB - Blairsville - A 6 pm

7
JHBBB - Blairsville - A 4 pm

Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday

28

21

14
Valentine’s Day

7

Sunday

22

President’s Day

15
No School

School Board Meeting 7pm

Student Council Clothing
Drive - February 8th - 17th

8
Student Council Carnation
Sale - 8 am - 12 pm

1
School Board Work
Session - 7pm

Monday

February 2010
Wednesday

23

South Elementary PTA
Meeting - 7 pm

16
VGBB - Laurel Valley - H 6:30 pm

9
VGBB - Blairsville - A 6 pm

24

VBBB - Laurel Valley - A 6 pm

17
JHBBB - Laurel Valley - A 4 pm

VBBB - Blairsville - H 6:30 pm

10
JHBBB - Blairsville - H 4 pm

VBBB - Penns Manor - A 6:30 pm

2
3
VGBB - Penns Manor - H - 4Sight Testing
6:30 pm
JHBBB - Penns Manor - A 4 pm

Tuesday

25

18
VGBB - N. Cambria - H 6:30 pm

VGBB - Ligonier Valley A - 6 pm

11
ASVAB Test

North Elementary PTA
Meeting - 6:30 pm

4
VGBB - United - H - 6:30
pm

Thursday

26
Jr High Invitational - 6pm

VBBB - N. Cambria - A 6 pm

JHBBB - N. Cambria - A 4 pm

Student Council Clothing
Delivery

SADD Easter Candy Sale February 19th - 26th

19
Activity Period - A/B Clubs

VBBB - Ligonier Valley H - 6:30 pm

JHBBB - Ligonier Valley H - 4 pm

12
ACT 80 Day - 3 Hour
Early Dismissal

Student Council Dance Cafeteria - 9 pm - 11 pm

VGBB - Harmony - H 6:30 pm

VBBB - United - A - 6 pm

JHBBB - United - A - 4 pm

5
Activity Period - A/B Clubs

Friday

Dance for Invitational Cafeteria - 9 pm - 11 pm

27
Jr High Invitational - 6pm

20

13

6

Saturday

8
School Board Meeting 7pm

15
Plan Period - 7:50 am

22

29
Softball - Ligonier Valley H - 4:30 pm

14
Daylight Saving Time Begins

21

28

1
School Board Work
Session - 7pm

Monday

7

Sunday

March 2010

Softball - Harmony - A
4:30 pm

JHVB - Saltsburg A - 4 pm

30
Baseball - Harmony - A
4 pm

23

16
South Elementary PTA
Meeting - 7 pm

9

2
North Kindergarten
Registration

Tuesday

Softball - Laurel Valley H - 4:30 pm

Baseball - Homer Center A - 4:30 pm

Track - United - H - 4 pm

31
1 Hour Early Dismissal

24

17
St. Patrick’s Day

10

North PTA Meeting - 6:30
pm

End of Six Weeks

25

18

11

Musical - 7:30 pm

4
South Kindergarten
Registration

Thursday

3
South Kindergarten
Registration

Wednesday

26

19
Activity Period - A/B Clubs

12
Report Card Distribution

5
Musical - 7:30 pm

Friday

27

20

13

Sr Class Spaghetti
Dinner - 4 pm - 7pm

6
Musical - 7:30 pm

Saturday
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PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
KINDERGARTEN PRE-REGISTRATION
Registration of children for 2010-2011 Kindergarten classes in the Purchase Line School District will take place March 2 through
March 4, 2010. Registration at the North Elementary will be held March 2 nd. Registration at the South Elementary will be held March 3 rd
and 4th. Registration for the incoming students will be by APPOINTMENT ONLY so that teachers may screen each child to help prepare him/her for the first year in school.
Children who will be five (5) years old prior to September 1, 2010, may enroll in kindergarten. Incoming kindergartners are to come
to registration at the school which they will be attending in order to be screened.
On the assigned day for registration, the parent or guardian must bring an OFFICIAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE, all health and immunization records of the child and parent/guardian’s driver’s license or other proof of residency.
All children, prior to admission to school for the first time, are required by law to have the following immunizations. All incoming
kindergarten pupils are required to have these completed prior to entering kindergarten.
* 4 doses of Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus Toxoid
(If 4th dose is before 4th birthday, then 5th
dose is needed.)

* 2 Measles Vaccine - Required
* 2 Rubella Vaccine - Required
(German measles)

* 4 or more doses of Trivalent Oral Polio Vaccine
* 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine

* 2 Mumps Vaccine - Required

* 2 doses of Varicella (chicken pox) vaccine or history of disease for new school enterers (Kindergarten or first grade).
If your child will be five (5) prior to September 1, 2010, please fill out the following form completely and return immediately to the
school which your child will be attending. You will receive notification of the day you should bring your child to school.
Transfer students (those students coming from another school district) must also meet the age requirements or must have attended
school a minimum of ninety (90) days in another district. District residents (those who lived in the district one (1) year prior to enrolling
their child) will not be permitted to use the transfer policy.
If you know of anyone - a friend, neighbor, or relative, who should be informed of this registration, please pass along the information.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------------------

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION SURVEY
CHILD'S FULL NAME__________________________________________________________________
(First)
(Middle-Required)
(Last)
CHILD'S BIRTHDATE______________________________ETHNICITY___________
____
CHILD’S CITY AND STATE OF BIRTH___________________________________________________
(City)
(State)
FATHER/MOTHER’S NAMES___________________________________________________________
(Or name of person with whom child lives)
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________

______

PHONE___________________WORK PHONE__________________CELL PHONE__________________

NORTH ELEMENTARY_________ SOUTH ELEMENTARY_____________
Name of brother/sister in Purchase Line Elementary Schools with whom information could be
sent home: _______________________________
Grade and/or homeroom number______________
Please be sure to complete this form carefully to help in the process of making appointments and promptly return it to
your elementary school. Please indicate if you require a particular date and time for your appointment.
YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF YOUR CHILD'S DAY AND TIME FOR REGISTRATION.
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****

A Note from the High School Guidance Office
Need information about academics, activities, colleges,
scholarships, careers, testing…?
The best place to go is the school webpage. The guidance
office has tried to make the school webpage a “one-stop
shop” for the most frequently sought out information as well
as information that students don’t always share with their
parents. We would like to encourage students and parents
to check the guidance webpage on a regular basis. The
most current announcements / news / highlights from the
guidance office will be on the “GO News” page. There are
also tabs to much of the information that students and
parents need to make academic and post secondary
decisions.

