G R A D E S K-2

A-B-C Searching

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

How you can use the
alphabet to find things

online?
Choose a favorite animal you would like
to learn more about. You can use the
alphabet to search for more information about that animal online.
First, draw a picture of the animal and write the letter the animal
starts with (for example, Z for zebra).

One way to find things online is to use a “search
engine,” such as Google, which lets you look all over
the Internet for things you want to know more
about. The first search engine was called Archie!

Word Search

Tech It Up!
With a family member, use an online picture dictionary such as
the Photographic Dictionary (https://photographicdictionary.com/
letter) to search by letter for more information about your animal!

Common Sense Says ...
publish

internet

search

email

time

capsule

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Can the Internet help you find information?
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There are lots of ways to search for information on the Internet, and
some of them are designed especially for kids. “Directory sites” let
you search for information by looking up the first letter of a word.
For example, information about “dogs” would be listed under D.

G R A D E S K-2

Going Places Safely

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How you can stay safe
when you explore new
places on the

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

”www” stands for “World Wide Web.” The
World Wide Web was invented more than
25 years ago!

With a parent or family member, use an
online picture dictionary such as the
Photographic Dictionary (http://
photographicdicitonary.com/animals) to

There are so many exciting places to go
computer?
online! You can visit faraway spots,
explore a zoo, or even travel to outer space!
Draw a picture of one place you would like to visit through the
Internet. At the bottom of your picture, have a parent help you
write the three safety rules for going places online.

Tech It Up!
With a family member, use the Internet to visit the place that you
drew.

search by letter for more information
about your animal!

Common Sense Says ...
Remember the three safety rules about going places online:
1). Always ask your parent (or teacher) first.

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

What rules should kids follow when they want to
visit a new place online?
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2). Only talk to people you know.
3). Stick to places that are just right for you.

G R A D E S K-2

Keep It Private
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Privacy matters to everyone! In Spanish,
the word “privado” means private.

Match the words to their definitions
Internet

something that you should keep to
yourself, or share only with people
you trust

cred it

a piece of work that is new and
created firsthand

private

an electronic system that connects
billions of people using computers,
phones, or other devices, and allows
them to communicate with one another

orig i nal

public acknowledgement or praise
given to a person

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

What kinds of
information you
should keep to
yourself when you
use the Internet?

Help a parent come up with a safe
username to use on the Internet! To help
your parent pick a username, find out:
1) his or her favorite pet or animal,
2) a favorite TV show, book or movie, and 3) his or her favorite
numbers. Use the information to make a username and then
double check that you followed all the “Common Sense” rules so
that the username is safe and secure.

Tech It Up!
With a parent or family member, visit a website such as Eekoworld
(http://pbskids.org/eekoworld) and sign up using a secure
username that you pick together. (Note: On Eekoworld, the sign-up
button is in the upper left corner if you’re staring at your computer
screen!) Adults: You can use any site that you want for this
activity, but we recommend sticking to a non-commercial website.

Common Sense Says ...
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

When might you be asked to give out private
information on the computer?
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Many websites require you to create a username. A username is
like a code name that you give yourself when you’re using the
Internet. Never include any private information in your username,
such as your real name, age, birthday, the name of your school or
hometown, or parts of your address or phone number.

G R A D E S K-2

My Creative Work
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

A “signature” is one way to tell who created a
work. A signature is a special way of writing
your name.

Unjumble to find the hidden words

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How you can give
credit to your
creative work?

Find a favorite book in your house and
work together witha family member to
find out how it’s credited. Can you identify:
1). the title, 2). the author, and 3). the illustrator of the cover?
Hunt together for the copyright date, which always appears on
the title page with the symbol ©.

1. olnnie

Tech It Up!

2. eamil
3. dnrotaiciy
4. cridet
5. oigrnial
6. plbsuih
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Why is it important to give yourself credit on
your artwork?
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See if you can find the book online and locate the same information
in the digital version! (Sites such as Amazon.com or
BarnesandNoble.com often allow you to see the first pages of the
books they sell.)

Common Sense Says ...
Take credit for your own work (by signing it with your name) and
make sure to give others credit for their work! In giving themselves
credit, artists can show that they’re proud of their work. Also,
others can learn more about the artist (by searching online!), share
their work, or cite the work later on.

G R A D E S K-2

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Sending Email

Family Activity

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

204,000,000 emails are sent every minute
of the day!

Crossword puzzle
1.

2.

How you can send
messages to people
through the
Internet?

The Internet can connect people
everywhere. With a family member, think
of someone who lives far away, and come
up with an email you might want to send to that person. When
you write or type out your message, make sure that you have the
recipient (the person to whom you want to send it), the sender
of the email (you!), and the subject of the email (the subject of
the email goes at the top and tells the person who receives the
email what it’s about. For example, if you’re sending an email
about your vacation this weekend, the subject might be “Our
Vacation”).

3.

Tech It Up!
4.

Across:

3. in a way that shows
you care about another
person’s feelings
4. safe and protected

Down:

1. the sender’s name
2. to draw attention to
something that is for sale,
and try to get people to
buy it

With a family member’s help, use the Internet to send your email.
Don’t forget to type in the email address and subject, and be sure to
sign the email so the recipient knows who it’s from!

Common Sense Says ...

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

What happens when you send an email?
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Email is a way to send messages through the Internet. Just like
when you talk to people or share messages offline, you should be
careful about talking to strangers online. Only use email to write to
people you already know, and always make sure you have a parent’s
(or teacher’s) permission!

G R A D E S K-2

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Follow the Digital Trail

Family Activity

What it means to
have a “digital
footprint”?

Think together about three things that are
OK to reveal on the Internet and three
things that are not OK to reveal. Trace each of your feet on a
piece of paper (one piece of paper for each foot). Write the
things that are OKAY to reveal in one footprint and the things
that are NOT OKAY to reveal in the other footprint. Then, tear
up the page with the unacceptable things to remind yourself that
those are not pieces of information you want saved as part of
your digital footprint!

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Scientists who study animal trails and
footprints are called ichnologists!

Word Search

Tech It Up!
Together, use the Internet to find information about a favorite
animal’s footprints. Are they larger or smaller than yours?
Remember that a footprint leaves an impression after the animal
has walked away ~~ just like your digital footprint leaves a trail of
everything you do online.

safe

trail

link

subject

online

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Can you put interesting and funny information
online and still be appropriate?
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Common Sense Says ...
Some information is not appropriate to post on the Internet! Your
interests, hobbies, and first name are examples of APPROPRIATE
information. Your full name, address, and hurtful information
about other are examples of INAPPROPRIATE information.

G R A D E S K-2

Screen Out the Mean
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Being nice to other people not only makes
them feel happy, but it makes you
happier too!

Match the words to their definitions
caution

the words you use to search for
information about a topic

d ig ital
footpri nt

the information about you on the
Internet

cyberbullyi ng

to be careful

keywords

doing something on the Internet,
usually again and again, to make
another person feel angry, sad, or
scared

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

What is the most important thing to do if
someone starts cyberbullying you?

FAMILY ACTIVITY / REV DATE 2015 / www.commonsense.org/educators

CREATIVE COMMONS: ATTRIBUTION-NONCOMMERCIAL-SHAREALIKE

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

What you can do
when someone is
mean to you online?

With a parent or family member, read the
following two dilemmas. First, think
together about how the kids in the stories might feel when this
happens. Then, use the S-T-O-P rules to describe how they
should respond. --> Kyle keeps getting IMs from someone saying
means things about him. The person who is sending the
messages doesn’t use a real name, but Kyle can tell the
messages are coming from someone who also makes fun of him
at school in gym class. --> Sasha is a new girl at school, and
she’s making a lot of friends. Then Sasha finds out that another
girl sent around an email that had a picture of a cow with Sasha’s
name on it.

Tech It Up!
On YouTube, watch Sesame Street’s “Because We’re Friends” song
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAjXikmipv4). What do the
Muppets in the video do because they’re friends? What do you
think friends should do if another friend is being cyberbullied?

Common Sense Says ...
If someone is cyberbullying you, remember the S-T-O-P rules!
S: Stop using the computer until it’s safe.
T: Tell an adult you trust.
O: Go Online only when a trusted adult says it’s OK
P: Play online only with kids who are nice.

G R A D E S K-2

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Sites I Like

Family Activity

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

The first video shared on YouTube was
called “Me at the zoo.” It was filmed at
the San Diego Zoo.

How you can tell if a
website is right for
you?

Think of your favorite website or place
you’ve visited online. Draw a picture that
shows what you like about the website. When you’re done, share
your picture with a family member.

Crossword puzzle
1.

2.

Tech It Up!

3.

Down:

1. to look for information on
the Internet
2. the words you use to
search for information
about a topic

[Print a small/modified version of the Rate My Site Handout on
the family activity sheet]. Work with a parent or other family
member to visit and rate two websites you’ve never visited before.
One website should be chosen by you; the other should be chosen
by your family member. How do your ratings compare?

Across:

3. there forever
4. free from danger or
harm
4.

Common Sense Says ...
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

What are some things that make a site good
for you?
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Just as we all have different interests, we all have different
websites we like to explore and visit! As you explore websites you
like, remember: If you think a website might not be meant for kids,
go find an adult to help you!

G R A D E S K-2

Staying Safe Online
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Just because it’s online doesn’t mean it’s
true! Sometimes people make mistakes, are
joking, or are not honest when they write
something online.

Trace each word

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How to make sure
you stay safe when
you visit websites?

Create a website traffic-light poster. On a
large sheet of paper, draw an outline of a
traffic light with red, yellow, and green lights. Have a family
member help you write tips next to each light to explain how you
can spot a red, yellow, or green website. Think together of three
“green” websites that are safe for kids to visit.

Tech It Up!
Together, go online and visit the green websites you identified!
Consider bookmarking the pages so you can easily find them later.

Common Sense Says ...
Stick to green websites!
A green website is GOOD. A green website: Is good for kids your
age to visit. Is fun, with things for you to do and see. Has
appropriate words. Doesn’t let you talk to people you don’t know.

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

How is staying safe in your neighborhood similar
to staying safe online?

A yellow website means CAUTION, and you should check with an
adult. A yellow website: Is one you’re not sure is right for you. Asks
for information such as who you are, where you live, and so on.
Is a place where you are allowed to communicate freely with others.
A red website means STOP. Try to avoid red websites. A red website
is: A site that is not right for you. A place you might have gone to
by accident. Filled with things that are for older kids or adults.
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G R A D E S K-2

Using Keywords
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

When people say, “It’s like looking for a needle
in a haystack,” they mean that whatever
they’re looking for is going to be very hard to
find! Keywords are special tools to help you
find what you’re looking for online.

Unjumble to find the hidden words

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

What keywords are
and how you can
choose them and use
them?

Choose a favorite food. Draw a picture of
that food on a sheet of paper and write the
name of the food at the top. With a family member, think together
of something you would like to know about that food. For example,
what is the most popular ice cream flavor? Or, where does pizza
come from? Together, write down your question and come up with
keywords you could use to search for an answer online.

1. rghit
2. scerah

Tech It Up!

3. sfae
4. kroywdes

Go online with a family member and perform your searches (you
may want to use a kid~safe search engine, such as www.
safesearchkids.com/google~for~kids.html). On your drawing, circle
the keywords that helped you find the answer to your question.
Then write the answer on your drawing! !

5. sebjcut

Common Sense Says ...

6. lnik
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Why is it important to choose the right
keywords?
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Keywords are the words you use to search for information about a
topic. To do a smart search, make sure you use keywords that are
related to the topic! For example, if you want to find information
about “pigs,” you might want to use the keyword “animal,” but you
wouldn’t use the word “pizza”!

G R A D E S K-2

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

My Online Community

Family Activity

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

What it means to be
part of an online
community?

Create a map of a family member’s online
community. Interview a family member
and create a list of people with whom he or she might connect
and websites or online places where he or she might go when
using the Internet. Then, create a map that shows all the key
people and places. Does your family member’s online
community include any people he or she doesn’t get to see in
person very often?

More than two billion people from around
the world use the Internet! (The number
two billion has NINE zeroes after the
two!)

Word Search

Tech It Up!
Use ToonTastic on a smartphone or tablet to create a story about
your family member’s online community. Make sure the story
explains who your family member talks to online and where he or
she likes to go!

secure

symbol

protect

tone

edit

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

When you go online, do you really go somewhere?
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Common Sense Says ...
You might have people who are part of your community offline (at
school, on sports teams, or at home) whom you don’t connect
with online. That’s OK! But make sure not to connect with any
people online whom you don’t know from real life.

G R A D E S K-2

Powerful Passwords
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

The most popular password is “123456.”
Yikes -- that is NOT a secure password!

Trace each word

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How to create a
secure password?

With a parent, practice creating passwords
that are hard to guess and relatively easy to remember. Write
down the name of a book, TV show, movie, or something else
you like. Then abbreviate the phrase, replace some of the letters
with numbers and symbols, and make some letters uppercase
and some lowercase. For example, “Clifford the Big Red Dog”
could become “Cl1ffB1Grd.” What are some ways that you can
remember your password?

Tech It Up!
Try a kid~friendly online~password generator! Go to www.dinopass.
com with a parent and see if you can come up with a story to help
you remember the password it generates.

Common Sense Says ...
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Why are strong passwords helpful?
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Don’t make your password something that others can easily
guess! Remember not to use a dictionary word or your nickname
(since this would be easy for others to guess). Make your
password secure by checking that it includes letters, numbers, and
symbols. (Hint: !, @, $, and % are examples of symbols.)

G R A D E S K-2

Show Respect Online
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

The word “etiquette” means behaving
respectfully toward others. Some people use
the word “Netiquette” to describe respectful
behavior online. The word is a combination of
“Internet” and “etiquette”: InterNET +
etiQUETTE = NETIQUETTE.

Unjumble to find the hidden words
1. irneentt
2. ptreoct

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How you can make
sure your emails are
clear and respectful?

Explain to a family member why it’s
important to 1). check whether you would
say what’s in the message to someone’s face, 2). check for
spelling mistakes, and 3). make sure you used capital letters
correctly before you send an email message. Ask your family
member to show you an email he or she recently received. Check
to see if the sender could answer yes to all three questions. Then,
see if you can identify the following: the sender’s email address,
the recipient’s email address, the subject, the greeting, the body,
and the closing.

Tech It Up!

3. bdoy
4. repcftuesi
5. ctommunimy

Go online and check out an email from Arthur to Buster (http://
pbskids.org/arthur/games/letterwriter/email.html). Can Arthur
answer “yes” to each of the three email checkpoints? Hover over
the text to see whether you can correctly identify each part of the
email, including the sender’s email address, the recipient’s email
address, the subject, the greeting, the body, and the closing. For a
bonus, find the emoticon in the email!

6. olnine
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

What are some differences between
saying something aloud to someone and writing it
in an email?
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Common Sense Says ...
Check before you send! Before you press “send” on an email or
online message, ask yourself three questions: 1). Would I say
what’s in this message to someone’s face?; 2). Did I check for
spelling mistakes?; 3). Did I use capital letters correctly?

G R A D E S K-2

Things For Sale
DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Sometimes websites can make money by
having ads of someone else’s toys, movies, or
games on them when you’re using the site.

Match the words to their definitions
password

people who share a common
neighborhood, background, or interests

commun ity

something that is made and sold to
people

emai l

a secret word or phrase that some
websites require you to type in if you
want to visit them.

prod uct

electronic mail sent through the
Internet.

W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

Why do companies create commercials,
advertisements, and product sites?
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D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Family Activity

How some websites
try to get you to buy
things?

With a parent or family member, look
through a magazine or catalogue. Use a marker to circle all the
things in the magazine that advertise something (remember that
this includes anything that tries to get people to buy something).
Then, pick one of the things you circled and explain the “tricks”
that are being used to try to make people buy it!

Tech It Up!
With a parent or family member, check out the website for a
movie you want to see or one you saw recently. The purpose of a
movie website is to make the movie seem fun or interesting and to
encourage people to buy tickets and see the movie. See how many
ways you can find that the website tries to get people to want to
see the movie. What kinds of “tricks” are used to make the movie
seem fun?

Common Sense Says ...
Remember that product websites use different “tricks” to
encourage you to want to buy toys. These “tricks” include videos,
games, contests, or a virtual world that features the product.

G R A D E S K-2

Writing Good Emails

Family Activity

DI D YO U K N O W . . .

Internet slang is a way that some people
write out what they want to say on the
Internet if they want to be really fast! You
can combine the first letter of each word of
something people want to say, such as “LOL”
(which means “laughing out loud”).

Crossword puzzle
1.

Down:

1. the sender’s name
2. to draw attention
to something that is
for sale, and try to get
people to buy it

2.

3. in a way that shows
you care about another
person’s feelings
4. safe and protected

4.

How writing an email is
similar to or different
from writing a letter?

Work with a family member to figure
out what the following Internet slang
acronyms mean: ILY, JK, BRB. Here are a
few examples of how they might be used: 1. “Thanks, Dad! ILY!”
2. “Don’t worry, I was JK when I said I wanted bug-flavored ice
cream.” 3. “I need to run downstairs to get a snack. BRB!” Can
you come up with any other examples of Internet slang?
Brainstorm as many acronyms as you can think of, and then
discuss when it’s appropriate to use this kind of slang and with
whom.

Tech It Up!

Across:
3.

D O YO U R E M E M B E R . . .

Using the keyboard of a phone, tablet, or computer, practice typing
out the abbreviations you listed. Next to each one, write out the
full expression. (You can even use a word processor to make a
table with two columns. Then, put the abbreviation in one column
and the full expression in the other column.)

Common Sense Says ...
W H AT D O YO U T H I N K?

When editing both emails and letters, what are
some things you should double-check?
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It’s always a good idea to proofread (edit or check) an email
before you send it. Double-check for the following:
•
•
•
•
•

A clear and specific subject
A greeting, closing, and signature
Proper capitalization
Proper punctuation
Correct spelling

