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two years ago passed the math
and English sections. Even
School District were given their
though the official scores from
The CAHSEE is no longer needed for the next three years
diplomas and are now fully
the 2013-2014 CAHSEE have
by David Sanchez
requirements to receive their graduated from high school.
not been released, Assistant
Staff Writer
diplomas. Since the bill carried
While over 5,000 seniors state
Principal
Stephen
Foster
n a 37 to 0 vote, the California
anticipates more students passed
State Senate on August 25 decided
that year than the year before.
the classes of 2015 was exempt
Foster commented, “The
from passing the California High
CAHSEE should have had a
School Exit Exam, CAHSEE,
replacement instead of students
which allows them to receive
having to wait for three years
their diplomas immediately.
until another exit exam is
But the classes of 2015 weren’t
implemented into every school.”
the only ones affected by this vote;
As of now there is no high
the class of 2017 is also exempt
school exit exam for California
from taking the CAHSEE, and so
high school students. The future
are incoming students for the next
exit exam will be tested in math
three years. The state assembly
and English, but it will be more
passed a bill with a vote of 77
like an SAT-styled test. The new
to 1 on August 20 that will hand
tests would include overall scores
ranging from 2,000 to 3,000,
the seniors who met all other
which is called a scale score.
requirements their diplomas.
This scale score is grouped into
5,000 seniors statewide
four
achievement levels for their
were awaiting Governor Jerry
overall
score: Standard Exceeded,
Brown’s next move because until
Standards
Met, Standards Nearly
Governor Brown signed Senate
Bill 725, those seniors who have
Met, and Standards Not Met.
not passed the CAHSEE were
The test also has to meet all of
not able to receive a diploma.
the common core standards,
CAHSEE practice books are no longer needed in classrooms
Fortunately for those seniors,
which the CAHSEE did not.
Governor Brown signed Bill 725 an urgency measure, it took effect wide rejoiced with Bill 725 being feels like just a waste of time.” The Smarter Balanced tests
on August 27, allowing those who immediately when he signed it. passed, some students are angered
87% of the current Kennedy are one of the transitions to the
completed all other graduation
492 seniors in the Los Angeles by it. Junior Déjà Jamison seniors who took the CAHSEE new common core standards.

Removing a Graduation Requirement
I

Introducing New Chairmen
A change within the history department

by Cynthia Sanchez

person and how they organize
their time,” expresses Golzy.
She believes that Assael and
Bakenhus will do fine for their first
year because they have each other,
and this will be a great learning
experience for the both of them.
Additional responsiblities a

complained, “I’m irritated by the
cancellation of the CAHSEE. I
needed to take it, and I spent so
much time studying for it. I even
went to the CAHSEE boot camp,
and now it was all for nothing. It

to their departments, looking
for professional development
opportunties, and setting up
schedules for academic years.
Bakenhus likes the idea of
sharing the position with Ms.
Assael. She would like to ensure
that classes are balanced for

supplies,
and
answering
questions that teachers have.
Mitra Golzy has been chairman
revious history teacher
of
the math department for
and
department chairman
Kenny Thomason has retired; nine
years.
Transitioning
an election for a new chairman
was conducted on August 25,
2015, resulting in both Kennedy
economics teacher Daniele Assael
and US history teacher Tamara
Bakenhus sharing the position.
This is Assael’s and Bakenhus’
first year of being chairmen
and sharing a position, but not
the first year teachers have
shared a chairmanship. Assael
believes that this will help
improve the history department.
“There are certain things
that Mrs. Bakenhus does
better and a few things I do
better,”
expressed
Assael.
There are new tactics and
procedures that both Assael and
Bakenhus plan to implement.
Tamara Bakenhaus diligently doing work for the history department
This being both their first year
will help them earn experience. from a teacher to a chairman department chair faces include the betterment of the students
Being chairman has a lot wasn’t
difficult
for
her. creating programming for their and their education. She hopes
of important responsibilities
“I am a multitasker so it was department meetings, attending that teachers are providing the
such as managing time to easy for me to handle, but I the school’s ILT meetings to correct agenda and assignments.
organize meetings, ordering think it really matters on the plan and bring information
Assael plans to establish
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schedules for teachers that are
equitable so that teachers find ways
to update a relevant curriculum
for students. She would like to
see teachers get more involved.
“I want to help our teachers
develop
new
skills
and
encourage them to go for outside
professional development to
learn new things and collaborate
with each other,” stated Asseal.
Assael wants to provide
resources
that
will
help
students understand the lesson
by improving the technology
of the history department.
They are introducing a new
program that will be resourceful
for parents and students. The
program is called JUPITER
grades, and it allows students
and parents to view their grade
in the class and see how they
can improve it if needed.
This will help many students
because this would show
students
where
they
are
struggling within the class.
Assael and Bakenhus are
looking forward to this year; they
intend to help each other out and
use one another’s cooperation
in finding ways that will only
better the history department.
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