September

RamPage Contributors:

2017

Tevin Austin, Shayla
Blake, Spencer Buck,
Lauren Byrd, Kelli
Casteel, Emily
McCraw, Josh Perez,
and Madelyn Smith

Volume 8
Issue 1

Coach Blankenship
Administration

New Faces
Military Night

Hurrican Harvey Help
We Matter/Entertainment

Blankenship Tames the Rams
By: Tevin Austin
Blankenship has tamed the rams, and
since then we've gone on a rampage
through all the other schools. First Jenks,
then Bartlesville and many more to come.
Coach Blankenship has changed Owasso
for the better. Blankenship formally announced his transfer to Owasso late last
school year, after a special meeting was
held to vote on whether or not he would become Owasso’s new head football coach,
and we were fortunate enough to get him.
Coach Blankenship has been in the coaching
industry for over 20 years with many ups and
downs but definitely more ups than downs.
He's coached at many schools and has done
so successfully, most notably Union High
School, University of Tulsa, Fayetteville
High School, and now Owasso High School.
Blankenship has big plans for Owasso,
teaching our players hard work, how to win
and how to lose, but most importantly getting
us wins. Coach Blankenship definitely thinks
we have a shot at state champions this year,
stating, “I hope for a championship, we definitely have the ability and talent to do it.”
This is true about Owasso, we have the talent
and a quality coach to lead us there. That being said, Coach Blankenship doesn't want
this, or any wins to go to our heads, saying
that he and his players will take it one play at
a time, one practice at a time, one game at a
time; Blankenship put an emphasis on practice stating, “If we don't win on the practice

field, we don’t win on the game field. That’s
why we go 100 to 110% every time.” Blankenship’s players are obviously loving this
new motto. Many players have mentioned
how they love“Coach B’s” new way of
coaching. One player saying, “ As long as
we’re getting wins, I’m good.” Another
stating, ”I only came to Owasso for Coach
B.”

#Ram Pride
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A New Quarterback on the Rise
By: Tevin Austin
A new Owasso quarterback is on the rise. Will Kuehne has his place on the OHS football team. Will told his father he wanted to be a quarterback in 5th grade and his father,
Trip Kuehne, an athlete in his own right, being a former Oklahoma State golfer and
longtime amateur player who made four Walker cup appearances and four U.S. Open
appearances, believed in him. However, he told him the straight truth about his
situation stating, “Kid your small and have a weak arm but if you want to do it I support you.” Will’s dream finally came true with the Owasso Rams, getting to start for
the first time with no going back. Will had his humble beginnings on the outskirts of
Dallas before moving to Owasso to be near family, but his plans weren't to go to Owasso originally. He was going to Lincoln Christian High School, until he heard that
Coach Blankenship was coming to Owasso High as the head coach. Will said, “I only
came to Owasso because of Coach B”. One thing is true, this new quarterback is a star
among quarterbacks coming from humble beginnings to possibly being the best OHS
has ever seen.

“Kid you’re small and
have a weak arm, but
if you want to do it , I
support you.”
Trip Kuehne, Will’s
father.

Photo credits to Owasso Athletics
Edited by: Kelli Casteel
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OHS’s Finest– Our Principals
By: Kelli Casteel
Over the course of the beginning of September, I was honored to have interviewed some
of the East Campus’ principals, whom we are
lucky to have. I interviewed Mr. Little, Mrs. Lang,
and Mr. Officer. Mr. Little is the new junior principal, Mrs. Lang is the senior principal, and Mr.
Officer is the new, head principle of Owasso High
School.
I started off by asking Mr. Little questions
like, “How is being a junior principal so far?” As
well as if he had “ran into any problems yet”. He
exclaimed that he loves being a junior principal,
and enjoys this age group. He thinks it’s a fun age
for the students. He explained to me that he, has a
different perspective of what problems are. He
hasn’t seen anything that surprises, alerts, or concerns him yet, he is certain that Owasso kids are
pretty good ones. I then went on to inquire about
his job, such as what made him want to take the
position and also what his educational background
is and how it helped with his job and life. When
Mr. Little was a teacher, he taught juniors and seniors and he realized he loved working with secondary students. So when the job opportunity
arose, he eagerly leaped at it looking forward to
getting over here as quick as he could. Mr. Little
attended college and received a master's degree in
Education Administration. This, of course, helped
in his career, but he soon realized that he learned a
life lesson far more valuable than what he learned
in class. In college, he explained, everyone has
nothing in common and they all come from different backgrounds. He went through his years and
saw that seeing life from different perspectives
and learning to mix well with different kinds of
people, is more important than what he could’ve
learned from any lecture. My final question for
him was if he has any outstanding concerns to
which he gave a very reasonable answer. His most
outstanding concern is that students do not utilize
the counseling office, administrative office, and all
the services they have for them. If students will
take advantage of these opportunities, Owasso’s

staff will do whatever
possible to help them.
He truly wants school
to be a positive experience for everybody
and if someone isn’t
getting that, he wants
to help. The way Mr.
Little see’s life and
education is a refreshing and great
perspective that we
need at OHS. He is
Mr. Officer, OHS
an asset whom I hope
we never lose.
Principal
Although Mrs.
Lang wasn’t a new administrator to OHS, Mrs. Lang, along with many
students and teachers can agree that we had many
new changes this year. As a long term principal,
who has been in the frontline of all the revisions, I
decided to get her insight. I started off with what
seems to be the hardest change to adapt to, which
is the controversial new bell schedule and the
crosswalk situation, and if she personally thinks
these revisions were improvements. She simply
stated, “Yes.” We can all feel like one high school
rather than two, and the faculty is also able to collaborate more, which is ultimately best for students. Mrs. Lang also mentioned that she likes all
of the new faculty, adding that they get along well
and all love their job, which is an important part to
make our high school functional. I also wanted to
know a little more about what this school year will
be like, such as if she has run into any problems so
far and if she has any concerns that we should be
aware of. The only problem that has caused rifts
so far is that there isn’t enough time to do things
within the school day, but besides that it is the
crosswalk mishap. Our staff is working hard to fix
any problems to adjust to student’s needs and
schedule so they can get to class on time with no
difficulty. And lastly, as the senior principal, I
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Principals continued...
wanted to pick her brain to see some of her
thoughts on the 2018 graduates. I asked if she
though it was quite hard on the seniors to make
multiple changes during their last year of high
school. She believes it is hard as it is odd to do
something different than you’re used to doing for
three years. However, she mentioned that all of the
seniors have been great sports about it and she hasn’t heard anything but positive comments from
them. I also wanted to give our senior readers an
insight into what’s in store for them for their last
year. This year, we have two new senior sponsors.
This being said, every class wants to outdo the last,
such as grad bashes and scholarships. Mrs. Lang
really just hopes that all the 2018 graduates have a
good year and to make the most of it. It goes by too
quickly. We have been very grateful to have Mrs.
Lang as apart of a staff, and still part of the team.
I was actually very excited to talk to Mr. Officer.
He took on a very big position and I couldn’t wait
to meet him and ask some questions. I started off
with a few, simple questions like why he took the
job, how his educational background helped him,
and what the pro’s and con’s are so far. Mr. Officer took the job because Owasso has an impeccable reputation, the thought of being a principal here
was a dream for him. He had multiple components
of what shaped him into the principal he is today,
such as being blessed with great teachers over the
years who had an impact on his successes today.
They prepared him for what was next. Gaining his
college degrees helped tremendously, but he realized, that all the classes he saw as unimportant at
the time, helped him the most for his future in education. He has too many pro’s about his job to tell
in detail, and any con he could possibly think of
would be so outweighed by the pro’s, that it’s not
even worth mentioning. I also wanted to make sure
that he was adjusting to our town and our school
well, to which he responded that he is! He couldn’t
ask for a better start, and he just glowed about how
the teachers, counselors, administration, and support staff are phenomenal. I then proceeded to ask
him if he has any concerns for his year, to which he
has none at all, and he is just looking forward to

creating the best educational environment possible.
Lastly, I asked him if he has any big plans for his
first year here. He currently has no plans yet, he is
just working on getting to know the people and the
system, which is important to do before making big
choices to avoid mistakes. He is focused on making
sure all of our students have multiple opportunities
open for them and that our seniors are ready for
college and/or their career. Mr. Officer is a valuable principle whom we should be appreciative of
for coming to Owasso to better us.

Mr. Little, Junior Principal

Mrs. Lang, Senior Principal
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By: Josh Perez, Kelli Casteel, and Emily McCraw
Dr. Montroy, is the new zoology/forensics teacher at OHS. He is a
graduate of the University of Oklahoma and earned a bachelor's degree in
zoology. Before teaching, he was a clinical director at a place called Fyzical
Therapy, as well as leading a sports performance program and designing personalized speed, strength, conditioning and nutritional programs for athletes.
When asked about why he decided to teach, he said that he had been
a teaching assistant in college and found it to be fun, but it wasn’t until leading a sports performance program and working with kids that he realized that
he really wanted to teach. When asked about how he feels about teaching
here at OHS, he had this to say: “Teaching has been awesome so far, and I
don't see it being anything but that in the future honestly. I have so many amazing kids in all of my
classes, hard workers, dedicated, great students. Every teacher in the science department has been so
helpful it's unbelievable and it’s so greatly appreciated. That makes everything a little easier to deal
with getting started. I've been very blessed with the opportunity to teach at Owasso High School.”.

Ms. Vanessa St. John is another new teacher at OHS. She is located on the
second level of the East campus, in room 202. She teaches special education
and mentoring. She teaches this subject because, she has a sister who is special needs and she also was a mentor during her high school duration. Ms. St.
John is a former Owasso graduate, and she lives here. She has always wanted to come back to OHS to teach. Following her high school graduation, she
attended TTC for two years then transferred to NSU where she received her
bachelor's degree. She said that she was looking forward to a really great
school year.

It is Mr. Nathan Desandre’s first full year teaching at Owasso High
school, and he could not be any more excited! Along with teaching earth and
space science, Mr. Desandre is also a coach for the freshmen volleyball team
and the basketball team. He attended Oklahoma State University, but just by
walking into his classroom you could guess that! Desandre is also a big Owasso Rams fan! “I love coaching volleyball more than I thought I would, but I
am also excited for basketball,” he stated. When asked what his favorite thing
about teaching is, Desandre exclaimed, “I love how there is a new challenge
everyday. The unpredictability makes it fun and unique and not a typical desk
job.” Mr. Desandre is very excited for the rest of the year and is already loving Owasso High School, “I have really enjoyed Mr. Officer. I feel like he is
doing a great job and the rest of the teachers are also amazing.” Owasso is
proud to call Mr. Nathan Desandre one of our teachers and coaches!
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September Hollywood Birthdays

It’s Dance Time OHS Homecoming
Dance 2018
By: Kelli Casteel
On Saturday, October 7, from 8-11p.m., OHS is hosting a Sadie Hawkins (girls ask guys) Homecoming dance. It is for Owasso High School students only. This means no one who has graduated
and no one below ninth grade is allowed to attend. Students may bring someone from another school
district, and there is a form located in the front office that must be filled out correctly and presented
when buying a ticket for them. Tickets are $5 and are on sale currently at both lunches and on both
campuses. Please do not pay for tickets with change, and have your school ID or license in order to
purchase tickets. The dance will take place in the Ram Cafe. The dress code is semi-formal, so we
request you don’t wear prom dresses, or jeans, just something nice in between. You can also dress to
the theme of the dance, which is a Sock Hop. There is a good example of what to wear on the OHS’s
Student Council twitter, @OwassoSTUCO. For more dress code rules, you can refer to the school’s
student handbook. This is preceded by the Homecoming parade on Thursday, October 5, and the
homecoming game at Owasso on Friday, October 6, the theme for the parade and game will be
“Rumble in the Jungle/Safari.”
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An Evening of Honor
By: Lauren Byrd
On September 14t, 2017, Owasso Schools had the opportunity to show gratitude and appreciation to our veterans and service members at the Owasso softball game. Every softball player honored a vet or current combatant. At the beginning of the game, each player offered a small token of appreciation. Seeing the honorees
light up was so rewarding. To start the game, Mr. Bengaye, a veteran and Navajo code talker, threw the first
pitch. I had the chance of speaking with him, and his son. He’d had no previous experience with baseball, yet
he threw a great pitch! His son says that Mr. Bengaye was so thankful for the evening, and has done so much
for our country. He was in the Marines for three years, and was only seventeen when he joined the military.
His son explained that he hardly had a childhood, he was expected to grow up so fast. When he came back
from World War II, he started a family, and now has four kids. He spends his free time celebrating his culture
at festivals, and enjoying the beauty of Albuquerque, New Mexico. He can speak four languages, Japanese,
Russian, Zuni, and Navajo. His son pointed out that he also loves to sing. He and all the other veterans and
current members deserve so much appreciation, and it was a great opportunity to show them our gratitude.
Many thanks goes out to the Owasso Softball Booster Club for coordinating the event. We hope there are
many more to come.

The Lost Wallet Experiment
By: Spencer Buck
You’re moving from class to class as usual. No one is
in the hall because you’re a bit late, and you take a
couple minutes after class to ask your teacher about
an assignment. Looking farther down the hall as you
walk, you recognize a lone, black object in the floor.
You quicken your pace to identify it, confused. You
stop and realize someone has dropped their wallet in
the middle of the hallway for anyone to freely take.
What do you do? The usual response is to ignore it,
leaving it on the floor for someone else to deal with
the decision themselves, while others would either
pick it up to return it to the owner via a lost and found
or contacting the person, or simply to reap from their
luck, leaving the owner out of the money.
Whatever you believe your reaction to be in this situation, some mathematicians and psychologists attempt
to answer what people do in situations where moral
integrity and financial rationality compete for a deci-

sion. Even though our news team isn’t capable of the
research that doctors and scientists are, we decided to
inquire into the minds of our fellow students and see
how they would react to a lost wallet. An empty wallet was left in an empty hallway while it was observed
by a hidden reporter. Here are the results.

If you want to find out more about this game in
fuller detail, consider reading an article by Dufwenberg, Martin and Uri Gneezy entitled “Measuring
Beliefs in an Experimental Lost Wallet”

OHS Helps Neighbors in Need
asked how he feels
about raising that
much money, he
Recently, there have been tragic events that have
exclaimed, “It felt
been hitting around the U.S, especially the large
amount of hurricanes that have hit all throughout the amazing knowing
East coast, but the first of many hurricanes that have that we raised so
much, but in the
hit was Hurricane Harvey. It struck just one state
end, it’s all thanks
below us, Houston, Texas. It tragically taking 82
lives. Even as the storm passed, however, there was to the student body
and their gracious
a large amount of collateral damage left behind on
Texas that left the residents there injured, homeless, donations with helplost, or all the above. With this in mind, it has come ing those who needed it the most.” When asked,
about their next step in leadership, both Tristyn Dill
to the leadership crew’s attention here in the OHS
that they take it into their own hands to do whatever and Mr. Washington both seem to be on the same
line of doing much more for not only the hurricane
they can to assist those who have been affected by
the incident. What better way to try and help others Harvey incident, but as well as the other tragic
than by a fundraiser contest! Thanks to the minds of events that has taken place recently, regardless
whether on school ground or not. Thanks to Mr.
Tristyn Dill, OHS senior, and Mr. Washington,
Washington’s leadership crew discovering their newleadership and economics instructor. They had defound generous side, they are surely to continue on
cided the quickest and most simple way to raise
with helping with those that need it, as well as those
money for the victims of Harvey, than by the fundwho have donated to help the victims of Harvey reraiser that began September 11. What wonders it
worked, the school raised nearly $29,000! The win- cover as all money raised will be sent directly toning class was Mr. Caseboldt’s 4th hour, raising the wards red cross to help supply them with whatever is
most money, and winning themselves a pizza lunch needed for putting back Houston on it’s feet
during their 4th hour. As Washington stated when

By: Joshua Perez

Welcome to the OHS Family
Foreign Exchange Student Highlight
By: Madelyn Smith

Chiara Razzuoli, from Italy

Q. Why did you choose to come to America?
A. To improve my English and to learn about your culture!
Q. What do you like about Owasso?
A. The people are so nice here! So open and friendly!
Q. If we were to come to you country, what do you recommend we go see and/or do?
A. Rome (Home place) to do to the Colosseum Vatican Museum,
Palermo, Milan, Mapei. I recommend you try Italian pasta and pizza.
Q. How is the food here?
A. Lot of fast food, and it is super strange. It’s good though!
Q. What is your favorite class that you have?
A. I like my Trigonometry class!
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Students of the Month

Dominick Cammuso

Presley Stephens

We Matter and OHS New Advice Column
We matter week is the one week out of our year
where we pay closer attention to suicide prevention. During this week, we watch videos to raise our awareness
that the situation is apparent. Owasso tries to make everyone feel like they matter, because they truly do, but does
everyone really feel like they matter?
In a video by Madelyn Kanizer, OHS senior,
shared her story of her attempt at ending her life almost
four years ago. In an interview with Madelyn, she said, “I
want people to know that whatever they're going through
that they can talk to someone, they just need to make
themselves heard.”
Those powerful words are not only inspiring but
extremely true. Here at the RamPage, we know that it can
be hard to talk to adults and it might be easier for someone to speak with a peer. That's why we are proud to announce we will be starting an anonymous advice column

we proudly call OHS opinion. It’s kind of like a Dear
Abbey. Ask us about cooking, hobbies, etc...
You will not know which newspaper student you
are speaking with, so please don’t make any personal
contact with any one student. If you are seeking advice
please email us at ohsopinion@gmail.com. We are excited to hear from you

Having a rough
day? Place your hand
over your heart. Can
you feel it? This is called
purpose. You’re alive
for a reason, so don’t
ever give up- unknown

Entertainment!
By: Josh Perez and
Kelli Casteel

Top 5 Best Selling
Books according to
the New York Times

Wonder Woman
Warbringer
By: Leigh Bardugo

The Hate U Give By:
Angie Thomas

One of Us is Lying
By: Karen M.
McManus

Everything Everything By: Nicola Yoon

They Both Die at
the End By: Adam
Silvera

The film IT is a rated “R” adaptation of the book by the same name, originally written by classic horror author, Stephen King. Now, a quick disclaimer; this movie is rated “R” due to harsh language, blood and violence, and graphic images. You be the judge as to whether or not you
view it. I will start off by saying that IT is an amazing movie to see. I
would highly recommend to anyone, even for those who dislike horror
films. Why you say? Well, as the story of IT goes, it’s about how a small
town, called Derry, is supposedly “cursed” by unknown events that occur
every 27 years, in which a group titled “The losers”, figure out why and
try to save those who have gone missing due to the curse. If you’re seeking a faithful adaptation of the book, you won’t find it in the movie persay. It mainly does follow the basis of how the idea of the book is, but
many moments from the book here on is changed heavily. The movie itself, although highly advertised as a horror film, is not as scary as many
would think. At some points, it even feels more like a comedy rather than
horror. Regardless, the movie does have lots of creepy aspects and even
some pretty good scares. I feel if you can handle the few true good scares
of the movie, it can be an overall enjoyable movie for most people. I myself am not a fan of the horror movie genre, yet I can see this film being
my personal favorite of 2017 (so far). So, if you ever wanted a movie
where it all can get you interested into a good story, a healthy laugh, and
even a few scares now and then, “IT” is the movie for you.

This is Water, by Yannick Murphy was a book that I highly recommend.
Murphy writes this book and gives her perception of life is astounding.
Her writing style is quite unique as I've never seen anything like it before. This is the Water is about a swim team, following a few different
parents and athletes. One of the swim girls gets murdered by an unruly
serial killer who has killed many times before and doesn't plan to stop.
The swim team becomes engulfed with this, like dealing with the repercussions, trying to catch the killer, and keeping her in memory at practice. This is the Water is an underestimated book along with an underestimated author. This was a fantastic read!
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