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Fryer on basketball: Mater Dei, Crean Lutheran show it
takes more than talent to win title

The Mater Dei basketball team celebrate with the CIF-SS Open Division basketball championship plaque in Long Beach on Friday, March 2, 2018.
(Photo by Paul Rodriguez, Contributing Photographer)
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Talent alone sometimes is not enough to win a CIF championship.
Crean Lutheran and Mater Dei won CIF-Southern Section boys basketball championships not only because they have good players, but
because they have good players who fit together, physically, mentally and emotionally.
At Crean, the Saints’ starting five is Chris Swardstrom, a guard who can make the clutch 3-pointer but who also can bring the ball up the
floor and play rugged defense; Maximus Bo, a 3-point shooting threat and a skillful ball-handler; Isaiah Johnson, maybe the most talented
offensive sophomore in Orange County basketball; Jake Conerty, a supreme rebounder, passer and defensive player who also can dribble
through a press; and Gum Majak, a 6-foot-8 junior who is a shot-blocking phenom who got better by the week during January and
February after he had to sit out the first month of the season as a transfer to the school.
“It took a while to come together,” said Crean Lutheran coach Josh Beaty. “Getting Gum eligible was huge. The cool thing about this team
is that we’ve kept getting better through the playoffs and now this is the best we’ve played all year.”
At Mater Dei, the Monarchs’ starting five is Spencer Freedman, the point guard who is as good a quarterback on the basketball court as JT
Daniels is a quarterback on the football field; Michael Wang, an outstanding all-around scorer; Wilhelm Breidenbach, a 6-8 freshman who
doesn’t back down from anything around the basket and who handles the ball well for a gangly youngster; Reagan Lundeen, a defensive
stalwart, a fighter on the boards with the ability to make a clutch basket or two; and Harrison Butler, a relentless rebounder and the guy
who always covers the other team’s best player.
It might have been difficult to forecast a CIF-SS title for Mater Dei back in November after 7-foot-3 senior Bol Bol withdrew from the
school to enroll at Findlay Prep of Henderson, Nev. The Monarchs had planned to have Bol play a huge role in their offense and defense.
“What that did,” Mater Dei coach Gary McKnight said of Bol’s departure, “was open up a lot of playing time for other guys. We lost a
demanding player who wanted the ball, and all of a sudden we have to look to other guys to get the ball.”

Beaty and McKnight both praise their players’ personalities more than any other aspect.
“We don’t have one kid I worry about causing me a headache or being a problem,” McKnight said. “The camaraderie can’t be beat.”
As he was being interviewed after Crean’s win Saturday in the CIF-SS Division 3AA championship game, Conerty, who made some of the
bigger plays in the contest, said there were other Crean players more deserving of being interviewed.
“I’m not surprised,” Beaty said. “That’s typical of the type of guys we have on this team.”
SCHEDULE FOR SOCAL PLAYOFFS
All four Orange County boys basketball teams in the Southern California Regionals have first-round home games.
On Wednesday, Santa Margarita is at home against Rancho Verde of Moreno Valley in a Division I game; Crean Lutheran is home against
Orange Glen of Escondido in a Division III game; and Segerstrom is home against El Cajon Christian in a Division IV game.
On Friday, Mater Dei is home against Fairfax of Los Angeles in an Open Division game.
CIF Southern California Regionals brackets in Divisions I-V are 16-team brackets. The CIF Southern California Regionals Open Division is
an eight-team bracket.
Second-round regionals games in Divisions I-V are Saturday. Open Division first-round winners advance to the semifinals March 13.
Home teams throughout the regionals are the higher-seeded team. Mater Dei, as the Open Division’s boys basketball No. 1 seed, will play
at its home gym in the first round and the semifinals.
The regionals finals are March 17 in all divisions. The regionals finals in the Open Division and in Division I are at Long Beach State’s
Walter Pyramid. Regional finals in the other divisions are played at the host-teams’ schools.
CIF Southern California Regionals champions advance to the CIF State final to play the Northern California Regionals champions March 23
and 25 at the Golden 1 Arena in Sacramento.

