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Houston Bronze Ensemble
The Houston Bronze Ensemble, under the direction of Bill Nave, will be leading our worship on Sunday,
January 7. This professional, auditioned handbell ensemble, which began in the Fall of 1988, is made up of
musicians from throughout the Houston area. They are considered to be Houston’s premier handbell group
and they rehearse each Tuesday night here at Trinity. As a way of giving back to our congregation, they will
participate in our worship by playing wonderful arrangements of music from the Christmas season, including,
In Heaven the Bells Are Ringing, The Wexford Carol, O Little Town of Bethlehem, What Child Is This and more.
Join us Sunday, January 7, at either the 8:15 or the 10:50 service and enjoy this special gift of music.

Blood Donor Sunday - January 7
Our first Blood Donor Sunday for 2018 will be held
January 7, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., in Room 214, 2nd floor. Signup sheets are located in the foyer, narthex and at the
Satellite Service sign-in table. Our Health Cabinet will
not be calling so, if you would prefer a special time please
sign-up either at the church or online at www.giveblood.
org and pick Trinity’s drive (sponsor code: 0260) to set
an appointment. An added bonus to signing up ahead of
time is we take scheduled appointments prior to walkups. We look forward to a very successful drive this winter. Double red cell and combination whole blood and
plasma machines will be available for those wishing to donate that way. Both count for two donations.
All who successfully donate at this drive will receive a Commit for Life Hoodie.
REMINDER!! The minimum donor age requirement to give blood is 16 years old with a parent’s permission.
Weight must be 122 lbs. (still 110 lbs. for 17 and older) and in general good health.
REMEMBER: one unit of blood can save as many as three lives as it is broken down into 3 components –
red blood cells, platelets and plasma.

Trinity Today Finance Corner - January 1, 2018
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 ESV

As we look expectantly toward the new year, I am grateful to report that the
response to the 2018 Home Treasury pledge request has been heart warming. As
of December 6th, 126 members and friends of Trinity have committed over
$830,000 in pledges. This represents almost half of the tithes and offerings
budget for 2018, with an average pledge amount of approximately $6,500.
This is a clear indication that our congregation’s financial health contines
to improve. Thanks be to God for your generosity!
Looking at our revenues and expenses through October 31st, tithes and
offerings were $20k lower than budget, and 1.5% lower than the same period
in 2016. More positively, our expenses remained 6.6% lower than projected in
our 2017 Ministry Financial Plan, and 12.7% lower than in 2016. Our total deficit
for 2017 is projected to be $463,000.
Through November 30th, the Mighty Acts campaign has raised $1,570,294 compared with pledges totaling
$1,602,510. The official three-year time period for the Mighty Acts campaign concluded November 26th;
however, we will continue to apply gifts in fulfillment of pledges through December 31, 2017.
With Mighty Acts concluding, we will not have an official “capital campaign” in 2018. Our needs for capital
improvements, of course, will continue unabated. Starting this year, we will begin regularly publishing a list of
these needs as defined by the Governing Board working with the Facilities and Finance MATs. Contributions
designated to the “capital campaign” will be segregated from Trinity’s operating funds, and used to defray the
costs of projects aimed at strengthening and improving Trinity’s physical infrastructure.
							Your servant in Christ,
						
Ron Lacy, CFO
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Trinity Concert Series Presents Paul Jacobs
in Concert February 18
Grammy Award winner, Paul Jacobs, will present a concert on Trinity’s 50-rank Holtkamp/Reuter pipe
organ, Sunday, February 18, 2018 at 2:30 p.m. Jacobs is the chair of the organ department at the Juilliard School
and is known throughout the country for his extraordinarily expressive playing. Recent reviews of his concerts
include comments such as:
“An obliterating performance by one of the major musicians of our time.” - The New Yorker
“Paul Jacobs is one of the great living virtuosos . . . he is utterly without artifice.” - The Washington Post
“America’s leading organ performer.” - The Economist
“A virtuoso of dazzling technical acumen.” - The New York Times
Mark your calendar now, you will not want to miss this exceptional performer.
This will be a wonderful opportunity to invite your friends and family to join us at Trinity for an exceptional
musical event.

Po-Boy Sandwiches for Super Bowl Sunday
The Ladies Circle will again be making Po-Boy
Sandwiches to take home for your lunch or gathering
on Sunday, February 4.
Make your plans early because
Wednesday, January 31, is the deadline to order those
sandwiches. Order forms will be available in the foyer
and narthex in mid-January or you may call Lynn Bedner at
713.668.3977 or Ethelene Marshall at 713.849.9266 to place
your order. The sandwiches may be picked up in the Mary
& Martha Fellowship Hall after worship services or Bible
Class on Sunday, February 4.
Net proceeds of this fund-raiser will help provide for
various ministries supported by the Ladies Circle. Your
participation is greatly appreciated.
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Tune-Up For 2018
Coming home last night I noticed blue lights ahead of
me, which is much better than noticing blue lights behind me,
right? There was a safety check, a major undertaking involving
a large amount of officers and cars. People were pulled over
and police officers had flashlights shining in automobiles.
The freeway was blocked and we all sat in line waiting
our turn to be reviewed. I pulled out my license and
registration and waited. There was a large 18-wheeler in
front of me and a car full of teenagers pulled over to the side
of me being questioned and two ladies looking very frustrated
leaning up against their car on the other side. I wondered what
their violations were and I found myself thankful my children
weren’t teenagers anymore!
In our Christian life we need safety checks too. Here are a few to think about as we start into a new year:
1. Act like a Christian – (John 13:15), “For I have given you an example that you also should do just
as I have done to you.”

(Ephesians 5:1-2), “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ
loved us and gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”
(1 Corinthians 11:1), “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.”

It is impossible to know what Jesus would do if we don’t really know what He did and how He did it.
The only way to know this is to study His example in the Bible. One way is to study the Bible daily and
learn how He acted. You might consider starting a daily routine of reading a morning devotion as you
drink your first cup of coffee or joining one of Trinity’s morning or evening Bible study groups.
2. Acknowledge your mistakes.

(1 John 1:9), “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.”
(Acts 2:38), “And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

(Acts 3:19), “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord…”.

We all sin. We all fall short. We all need to acknowledge, repent, and move forward. We need to check
our hearts and go to God in prayer. We have forgiveness just for the asking.
3. Develop a time of prayer.

(Ephesians 6:18), “Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end
keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:17), “Pray without ceasing.”

Your prayer life is important in your relationship with God. It keeps the line of communication open.
Make sure you are putting prayer time first each day.
4. Serve others.

(1 Corinthians 10:24), “Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.”
(Matthew 23:11), “The greatest among you shall be your servant.”
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(Philippians 2:3-4), “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others.”

Jesus came to serve; not to be served. Are we givers or takers? How are we serving others? What do we
do on a daily basis to help someone else?
If you are going through a tough time, emotionally or spiritually, struggling with a crisis in your life, or
simply feeling down and need someone to talk to; consider letting a Stephen Minister help. A Stephen Minister
is a member of our congregation who is trained to listen, care, encourage, pray, and walk alongside you during
difficult times. It’s confidential and very helpful. If you or a loved one would like to know more about Trinity’s
Stephen Ministry Program please contact Pastor Michael Dorn at 713.229.2940 or mdorn@trinitydt.org or Ron
Lacy at 713.229.2970 or rlacy@trinitydt.org. Pastor Dorn, Ron, or one of our Stephen Leaders will contact you.
Everything was in order as I pulled through the line and the officer checked me out. I leave you with this
thought…if you went through God’s Check Point tonight…would everything be in order? Would you be headed
for home?

Lord Jesus, we come to You in this brand new year with a desire to move forward, not backward. We
are eager to put the past behind and to press on toward the mark of knowing You, loving You, serving
You and making Your name known in this coming year. You gave everything for us, so we could have a
new beginning, every day of every year. Thank you for your unlimited mercy and Your grace that keeps
on giving. Thank you for making each of us Your own. Forgive us for ignoring Your voice at times, for
pursuing our own pleasures, and for letting our priorities slip. Your promise is like gold to us. Your
forgiveness, Your unfailing compassion, and Your new mercies daily. Help us to place You where You
belong, first in our lives. With You beside us, it will be a victorious New Year! Amen.
							Linda Gray, Stephen Leader
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Trinity Organ Included in the October 2017 Issue of
“The Diapason”
From “The Diapason” October 2017 - An
International Monthly Devoted to the Organ,
the Harpischord, Carillon, and Church Music.

By the summer of 2014, it had become
evident that the Holtkamp organ at Trinity
Lutheran Church in Houston, Texas, was in
desperate need of refurbishment. The organ
wss installed with the building of a new
sanctuary in 1954 and had been a continual
part of the music program of the downtown
congregation.
The three-manuel, 40-stop organ was
typical of the period, as well as the tonal
philosophy of the people responsible for its
design. Mostly unenclosed, and with many
independent principal and flue voices on low
pressure, it was best at playing contrapuntal
organ literature with clarity.
In 1978, extensive altering of mixture
stops and preparations for additions were
made by a local Houston firm, which also
provided the church with a new console.
However, many of the altered stops proved
unusable in the ensemble, the console was
unreliable, and the wind system was drawing
in unconditioned outside air, which took its
toll on the instrument.
A team of people including Mary
Voigt (Director of Music and Worship),
Carla Barrows (principal organist), Vince
Parks (consultant,) and myself, along
with a committee of lay people from the
congregation, solicited proposals for work
on the organ. While a number of proposals
were received for the project, none
approached the project with an eye toward a
comprehensive musical enhancement. Our
team at Trinity Downtown was focused on
a vision of a superior musical instrument
that could offer a wider color palette, more
possibilities for accompanying the choir,
greater power throughout the length of the
nave, and reliability that would serve the
congregation well for another 50 years or
more.
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Trinity Lutheran Church, Houston, Texas, chancel and Antiphonal facade

Gallery facade

Gallery facade in the assembly room

After discarding various
partial approaches that the
congregation
had
been
considering, three organbuilders
of national reputation were
asked to provide creative
proposals. Following a thorough
examination of the proposals,
the Reuter Organ Company was
entrusted with the work.
As enthusiasm and support
for the project grew within
the congregation, Trinity’s
leadership ultimately decided
on a renovation plan that
would significantly enhance
the original instrument. The
plans for the new instrument
envisioned the organ as
primarily an inspiring leader of congregational singing and a useful accompaniment for all periods of choral
repertoire. The new organ would be expected to have an expanded dynamic range with effective expression,
fundamental tone that would energize the room, and sufficient color to capture the interest of every listener. It
would need to render literature with integrity, but more importantly, this would be an organ for worship!
Trinity signed the contract with Reuter in June 2015. Four weeks later, the organ was completely removed
with the goal of having it returned and ready for Christmas. This was an aggressive undertaking, as the work
would include the installation of an antiphonal division in the chancel area that had not been part of the original
organ. The Reuter Company delivered. The organ was dedicated on December 24, 2015. The congregation
celebrated this special gift to herald the birth of Jesus Christ with a commanding new Trompette en Chamade.
The refurbished and enhanced Trinity Downtown organ is now a 50-rank, three-manual and pedal organ.
The striking flamed copper facade pipes of the new instrument add to the beauty of the sanctuary that is graced
by huge stained-glass windows and wood accents. Today, the organ continues to bless the congregation with
wonderful musc. The creativity, artistry, and craftsmanship of J. B. Neutel and the fine team from Reuter have
exceeded our expectations.
								Michael Dorn
								Senior Pastor
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Trinity Gifts Our Homeless Friends with Sleeping Mats
The Trinity Peace-Filled
Quilters have taken on a project
to provide comfortable sleeping
mats for many of the homeless
who call Trinity home. These
mats are hand crocheted using
plastic grocery bags as their
material. They are soft, they
can be easily cleaned and were
a welcome gift to many of our
homeless friends.
Our Peace-Filled Quilters
began accumulating plastic
grocery bags this fall. It takes
700 bags to make one sleep mat
so it is labor of love to take the
time to create each one of these
mats. In addition to our Trinity
group, the Bag Ladies from
Peace-Filled Quilters, pictured L to R: Elizabeth Cutaia, Gloria Woefel, Blanche Martinez,
Gloria Dei Lutheran donated
Sherri Schroeder, Marie Heinke, Pat Sacaris, Gail Flaviani, Lynn Bedner, Mary Jane Rogers,
20 of the mats that they had
Marjorie Schroeder and JoAnn Eickenhorst
created for our Trinity project.
On Wednesday, December 13, Pastor Dorn conducted a “Blessing of the Mats” time before they were
distributed to many thankful individuals. Each mat included the Bible verse, “The Lord replied, ‘My presence
will go with you, and I will give you rest.’” Exodus 33:14

Crocheted Mats for the Homeless
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Jan Reister, packing up the mats from Gloria Dei

“The Lord
replied, ‘My
presence
will go with
you, and I
will give
you rest.’”
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Be in the Word
Adult Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
“1st and 2nd Peter” - Led by Pastor Paul Dorn’s Team - Room
234
1 and 2 Peter – a 13 week course: If you are concerned about
living your Christian faith in a sometimes
unreceptive and even hostile environment, the
words of hope that Peter wrote by inspiration of
the Holy Spirit are timely and encouraging.
“Faith Discovery” - Led by Pastor Michael Dorn - Room
123 (Begins Jan. 14)
This 8-week class is for persons interested in membership
at Trinity Downtown and those who want a review of
Christian doctrine.
“Hermeneutics” - Led by Thomas DeVries Team - Library in
Education Center
The class is tailored to individuals who have completed their
undergraduate work, may be married, and may be thinking about
starting a family. The class topics have the underpinnings of
traditional material expected in a Bible Class such as The Book
of Concord or Church History. The class will go a step further by
adjusting a liberal arts view (psychology, philosophy, the humanities,
economics, etc.) and relating it to the topics in a way that is applicable to
the life experiences and challenges common among people in their 20-30s.
“Loving Justice” - Led by Jim Cleary’s Team - Room 233
God is loving and powerful. He is able to work against some of the strongest forces of hate in the world. You
can imitate God’s justice by fighting against these same powers in your own life and in the lives of those
around you. This study will challenge you to love justice as God does. And it will show you how to work for
justice in your everyday life. Discussion-oriented.
“Reading Your Bible In One Year” - Led by Dennis Gray’s Team - Room 209
This Bible class is designed to support and encourage you in your journey through the Scriptures. It is a
spiritual journey from Genesis to Revelation! Through your daily readings, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will meet you in His Word. You will get to know Him and our Heavenly Father in deeper ways by the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit through the Word!
“Travels with Moses” - Led by Bill Fischer’s Team - Room 201
Moses is one of the primary people in the Old Testament and his life and actions form the basis of much of
our beliefs. While many people are familiar with Moses’ role with Plagues in Egypt, the Exodus, the Parting
of the Red Sea and the Ten Commandments, there is much more to his life. The “Heroes of Faith” chapter of
Hebrews 11 devotes more time to Moses and Abraham than anyone else. Our study will follow how God used
this very human man to guide His people. We learn the life of Moses in several Old Testament books: Exodus,
a small part of Leviticus, and parts of Numbers. Deuteronomy repeats many of the same incidents as Exodus,
and we’ll look at some of them for more details.
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Kids Bible Time/Youth Bible Classes - Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Age 3 through 3rd grade meet in Kids Park (Mary/Martha Hall in basement) for opening
Pre-K (ages 3 and 4) - Basement Nursery Room

6th-7th Grade - Room 208, 2nd floor

K - 3rd Grade - Basement

8th Grade - Confirmation Class in Room 124

4th-5th Grade - Room 207, 2nd floor

9th-12th Grade - Underground Student Center (basement)

Adult Midweek Bible Studies
Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Class - “Prayer” (Resumes January 9)
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. - Room 205. Women’s Bible Study led by Audrey Black
The topic on “Prayer” is based on the LifeLight Foundations In-Depth Bible Study Series. For more information,
please contact Audrey Black at 713.782.6307 or dgb32@att.net.
Wednesday Women’s Bible Study - “Nahum, Habakkuk and Zephaniah - The Lord Delivers His Faithful!”
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. - Gathering Space - Women’s Bible Study led by Jan Case
Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study - “Seamless” (Resumes January 10)
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. - Room 207 - Women’s Bible Study led by Mary Oliver
Class is studying an overview of the Bible. They will be discovering how each part of God’s Word works together
to show God’s plan for us and God’s revelations about Himself using the book “Seamless.” Some of the topics
include the Beginning, the Patriarchs, the Prophets, and the Messiah. We have all ages of women who have
become an encouraging community. Please join us!
Sonrise Bible Study
Thursdays at 6:30 a.m. - Room 124 - Led by Pastor Black
Class discusses the Scripture readings assigned for the following Sunday. The class is open to men and women.
Coffee is available. For more information, contact Pastor Black at 713.229.2917 or dblack@trinitydt.org.
TnT - 20s and 30s Group Bible Study
Current Study: “Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?: 12 False Christs” by Rev. Dr. Matthew Richard - Meets
1st and 3rd Fridays at 7:30 p.m. - off site. Contact Rachel and Dag Calafell at rachel.calafell@gmail.com or
832.389.8998 for more information.
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Greetings from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis!
We have now completed the first
semester of the 2017-2018 academic year at
Concordia Seminary. Students are headed
in different directions, looking forward to
a much-anticipated break with loved ones
from whom they have been separated for
what feels longer than it really has been.
In some ways, this reflects the anticipation
we feel and reflect on during this Advent
season. As we go through Advent and look
forward to Christmas, many people reflect
on the joy and pain of previous holiday
seasons and they look forward with hope to
creating more warm and joyous memories Chuck Ridley, Seminary Student
with friends and family. Likewise, at this time the Church reflects on the
incarnation of our Lord and celebrate that great first coming of Christ
while we also look forward with great hope and expectation for His
Christ child nativity piece in the
Chapel of Saints Timothy and Titus,
return!
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis
The seminary community gets to experience this hopeful anticipation
in many and various ways, but my favorite lately was this past week in Chapel. Dr. Herrmann led the service
of contemplation on the “O Antiphons” which are the basis for the hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” He
opened the service by chanting the first antiphon in Latin, the original language of these great summaries of
scripture. He offered a brief reflection on his preference this year for the liturgical color of blue, symbolizing
hope, rather than his usual preference of violet for the penitential nature of the season. The rest of the service
then was a sequence of Dr. Herrmann chanting one antiphon at a time in English, scripture readings related to
the theme of the antiphon, and the whole congregation singing the equivalent hymn stanza.
The classes I have had this semester have been excellent and I am so thankful to be here. I have commented
to others before and I have heard friends also comment how well the content of our classes align and work
together. For instance, we had just been learning about one topic in Systematics and then within a week we
were evaluating some writings of John Calvin in our Historical Theology class. Several of us were able to use
what we had learned in Systematics to identify problems that Calvin displays in his writings. This happened
again with another topic when we were analyzing writings of Soren Kierkegaard. My Exegetical class also had
us put into practice what we have been learning there to create a Bible study and an exegetical paper on the last
few verses of Romans 3. Shortly after that I was able to lead the Bible study at my RFE congregation for one
Sunday. It’s great to be able to put what I’m learning into practice and get feedback from my professors and
supervisors!
In other events, November brought with it the beginning of basketball season. I am enjoying spending
time on the court with my brothers here at the seminary. We had our big trip to Fort Wayne last weekend. The
Preachers won the game against our brothers at Ft. Wayne, but we fell to the WELS seminary team for the
championship. While this is apparently how this trip has gone for several years, we had an incredibly close
game against the WELS team – the closest we had in almost a decade! We pulled ahead in the second half and
had a good lead, but we had two rough stretches where we just could not score. The end of the game came down
to two incredibly close missed threes. It was a real barn burner! We have fun, though, regardless of whether we
win or lose. Keep an eye on the “Preachers’ Basketball Nation” Facebook page if you’d like to see pictures and
even some videos. Our manager has done some live streaming of the last few games.
I have also been able to attend a few sessions with men sharing their experiences in mission work. I got to
learn of the work being done in online missions by THRED, an effort of Lutheran Hour Ministries. You can find
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them at www.thred.org.
I also got to hear from
Dominic Rivkin of LINC
Los Angeles. He recently
took over as director
of LINC for Pastor
Mark Junkans. LINC
is doing great things in
training and building
up congregations and
their leaders in large
cities. You can find more
information on them at
www.linc.org.
Lastly,
Dr. Elowsky shared his 2017-2018 Concordia Preachers Basketball team with the Runners-up trophy at the annual Fort Wayne Tip-off
experience in missions in China and in the United States. His dedicated and intentional efforts to get to know
the people around him were strikingly simple ways that God used to bring people to hear His Word and come
to faith.
In chapel the last several weeks we have begun and ended with the maranatha, a prayer for Christ to return.
It is fitting for the season of Advent and as we begin another year in the Church that we reflect on our hope. In a
similar vein, the seminary community recently hosted a pageant put together by one of our own students focused
on “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” He incorporated faculty and staff reading the scripture with students acting
out scenes and singing. The variety of forms of the hymn as well as the little details in the acting were impressive
and made the pageant very enjoyable and engaging. The focus was on the coming of Christ, promised since the
fall, enacted in our history, and culminated at the marriage feast of the lamb.
As the new Church year begins and the secular year comes to a close, I pray you would remember the great
love of our God who sent His only Son to live and die in our place so that we might rise when Jesus comes
again and then live eternally with Him. May you have the hope and peace of Christ in these seasons of Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany.
“He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of
the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” (Revelation 22:20-21, ESV)

Trinity Today Going Digital
Beginning with the January 2018 issue of Trinity
Today, the congregation’s monthly newsletter will
be distributed digitally. You’ll be able to access the
digital newsletter via Trinity Community Builder. An
email will be sent each month to notify you when the
newsletter is ready to read along with a link to access it.
You won’t have to wait days for the newsletter to be delivered
by mail any longer — it will be at your fingertips instantly!
For those of you who love to have a hard copy of Trinity Today, we
haven’t forgotten you. Printed copies of the newsletter will be available at
designated locations around the church building. This is similar to what we
do each month with the distribution of the Lutheran Witness. The Homebound
ministry team will also be taking printed copies of the newsletter to our shut-in
members who do not have digital access to Trinity Today.
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PEP Club Caroling
The PEP Club visited with ten Trinity
homebound member families on Sunday,
December 10, singing carols, sharing the
Christmas message from Luke, and praying.
Each member also received a hand-crafted
fruit and gift basket. Approximately 30
congregants of all ages gathered together for
a quick lunch before forming three caravans
to visit homes and living facilities.
We
then gathered back at Trinity for dessert and
fellowship. Please plan to join us next year
for this service project - it is so appreciated by
our faithful members who are no longer able
to visit with us each weekend.
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Enthusiastic Team
I continue to find material that I posted in the hallways near our school clinic and maybe our TLS Newsletter.
I have no date for this publication and have no idea when I used it or where I found it. It is from the Ian Percy
Corporation and written by Ian Percy.
However, I believe it is great food for thought as we consider the individuals and groups that we are in
contact with in our homes, congregation, our offices, other groups, neighborhood, and family. I could mention
many more groups and places and I am sure you could also. Adopting these can be fruitful in our psychological,
relational, spiritual and physical health. And many of these are related to how our Lord expects us to relate to
His people. Start the “NEW YEAR” with some of these in mind. I plan to!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

“11 For An Enthusiastic Team”

“Help each other be right … not wrong.
Look for ways to make new ideas work … not for reasons they won’t.
If in doubt … check it out! Don’t make negative assumptions about each other.
Help each other win and take pride in each other’s victories.
Speak positively about each other and about your organization at every opportunity.
Maintain a positive mental attitude no matter what the circumstances.
Act with initiative and courage as if it all depends on you.
Do everything with enthusiasm … it’s contagious.
Whatever you want … give it away.
Don’t lose faith … never give up.
Have fun!”

PROMISE: “Commit your work to the Lord, then it will succeed.” Proverbs 16:3 (TLB)		
HAPPY NEW YEAR
Julie Bertrand, R.N.

The 39 Club
The 39 Club is invited to meet in the foyer following the 10:50 a.m.
service on January 14 and carpool to the home of Pastor and Audrey
Black for an Epiphany luncheon. Please RSVP to Jean Minsch.
In December the group enjoyed food and fellowship at Shanghai
River Restaurant.
Those who are single, 39 and over, are invited to join us. For more
information, contact Jean at 281.550.4752.
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Ladies Circle Ministries - January 4
The monthly meeting of Ladies Circle Ministries will be held in Room 205 at
10 a.m. on January 4th. Refreshments, with a time for fellowship, will be available at
9:30 a.m.
Our program for the day is entitled “Don’t Fall for a Scam” and will be presented
by Candice Twyman, Executive Director of The Better Business Bureau Education
Foundation. All are welcome. For additional information, please call Ethelene
Marshall, president, at 713.849.9266.
Additional dates to remember:
Wednesdays, January 3 & 17, 10:30 a.m. - Devotions at Highland Park Care Center, 2714 Morrison St.
Sunday, February 4 - “Po-Boy Sale”

Many Thanks! Many Blessings!
Dear Trinity congregation,
Melanie and I thank you with full and blessed hearts for
our wonderful celebration on Sunday, November 19th! You
truly blessed us in celebrating 16 years of ministry together!
Thanks for being there in Worship! The music, the choir, the
hymn singing and all of us together experiencing Jesus and
His grace was such a blessing! The Celebration Dinner was
fabulous with all the fellowship and food! It was wonderful
to see us all together having a Meal of Thanksgiving before
Thanksgiving! We enjoyed seeing all of your smiling faces,
engaged in great conversation and it was a real blessing to
walk around and shake hands, give hugs and hear your words
of encouragement. The Prayer Quilt that so many of you
signed means so much to both of us! What a beautiful work
of art! What a wonderful gift of love! It is truly a keepsake
that we will treasure in the years to come. And then, to top
everything else, your amazing generosity in the Love Offering,
astounded us. What more can we say than, “To God be all the
glory!” Our Savior’s abundant blessings, of mercy and grace,
and wisdom and love fill you and give you His peace in the
name of Jesus! Amen.
							Many Abundant Blessings,
							Pastor David and Melanie Leeland

BOARD OF ELDERS - CONTACT INFORMATION
Delvin Dennis.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Bill Fischer .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Dan Krueger. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Steve Maynard.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Joshua Rodriguez .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

ddennis@entouch.net .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
bfisch@aol.com.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
dwkrueger5@yahoo.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
smaynard@durwoodgreene.com. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
joshrodriguez@hotmail.com .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .

281.415.8787
713.827.8664
901.258.4029
281.799.9600
832.527.1957
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November 13 - December 10

713.224.0684

TRANSFERS OUT

ORGAN FUND UPDATE

• Joey & Kim Perry and daughters, Hailey &
Riley, to Salem LCMS - Tomball, TX

Year to Date through 12/10/17
Total Contributions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $439,917
Remaining Balance.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $152,037

• Tim & Heidi Lewis and children, Trevor &
Brianna, to St. Mark LCMS - Houston, TX
DEATHS
November 27
Virginia L. Marshall
December 3
Beatrice Hilda Windsor
REVENUE UPDATE
Year to Date through 12/10/17
Actual Receipts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,543,231
Budgeted Receipts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,599,030
MIGHTY ACTS UPDATE
Year to Date through 12/10/17
Total Contributions. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,577,135
Pledged to Date. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,602,510

SUNDAY SCHOOL TOTALS
1-8
H.S.
Adult
Total
11/19
18
6
106
130
11/26
12
5
112
129
12/03
12
6
99
117
12/10
13
9
100
122
Total Offering.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $240.25
SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
		
5:00 8:15 11:00 Total
11/18		47
11/19			170

275

492

11/25		27
11/26			150

109

286

12/02		41
12/03			163

153

357

12/09		41		
12/10			182 205

428

A Life Quote for the Church Year –
December 31 – New Year’s Eve
“Since
God
has come born of a
woman under the law
to redeem (Galatians
4:4-5), neither age
nor appearance nor
ability nor any other
illegitimacy will be
able to separate from
the love of Christ
(Romans 8:38-39) and
the right to life as His
children (Galatians
4:5-6). In this fullness
of time, let us not keep silent or stand still about it (Isaiah 62: 1)!

Prayer: Christ Jesus our Lord, raise us up as banners and lamps
testifying to righteousness. Amen.”
This ”Life Quote” is from Lutherans For Life – www.lutheransforlife.org
18 - Trinity Today

Senior Pastor
Pastor Michael P. Dorn.713.229.2940
Visitation Pastor
Pastor Donald G. Black.713.229.2917
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Ron Lacy.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2970
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Trinity Garrett. .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2937
Director of Music and Worship
Mary Voigt.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2922
Director of Discipleship
Matthew Meier.  .  .  .  .  .  . 832.301.3105
Director of Accounting
Roseann Gamez.  .  .  .  . 713.229.2962
Communications Coordinator
Pam Schroeder.  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2944
Contributions Manager
Angela Avant.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 713.229.2963
Interim Director of Youth
Alec Kemnitz.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 979.429.5685
Host
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Joyfully sharing Christ’s Saving
Love With All People Now!

2018 GOVERNING BOARD
Pat Cleary
Kim Davis (Vice Chair)
Delvin Dennis (Elder)
Pastor Michael Dorn
Bill Fischer (Elder)
Bo Hopmann
Dan Krueger (Elder)
Steve Maynard (Chair/Elder)
Jean Minsch (Secretary)
Joshua Rodriguez (Elder)
Cynthia Roney
Brad Vieselmeyer
Minutes of the Governing Board are available
to our members at the Welcome Center.

JANUARY 2018
Trinity Lutheran Church

Sunday

Monday
1

2

8

9

9:30 AM New Year’s Day
Worship (C)

7

8:00 AM Blood Drive
8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
12:00 PM Undecorate the
Church

Tuesday
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry
7:00 PM Houston Bronze
Ensemble

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds

8:00 AM Pre-Lenten
Workshop
9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
10:00 AM Ladies Circle
Meeting
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
12:00 PM Facilities MAT

6:00 PM Parents Night
Out

3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
5:00 PM Satellite Service

10:00 AM Circuit Forum
5:00 PM Satellite Service
(C)

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
12:00 PM Holy Land Tour
Information
Meeting
5:00 PM High School
Youth Group

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship (C)
9:30 AM Bible Study
Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship (C)

8:15 AM Traditional
Worship
9:30 AM Bible Study Hour
10:50 AM Traditional
Worship
5:00 PM High School
Youth Group

6:00 PM Elders
6:30 PM Governing
Board

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL
6:00 PM Stephen
Ministry

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL

9:00 AM Staff Leadership Team
Meeting
10:00 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM POBLO - ESL

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
10:30 AM Ladies Circle
HPCC
11:45 AM Finance MAT
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

9:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
5:15 PM Trinity Brass
5:15 PM Trinity Woodwinds
6:15 PM Trinity Bells
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study
7:15 PM Sanctuary Choir

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
1:00 PM Peace-Filled
Quilters

6:30 AM Sonrise Bible
Study
5:30 PM Lee/Schaefer
Wedding
Rehearsal

7:00 PM Lee/Schaefer
Wedding

3:00 PM Junior High
Youth
5:00 PM Satellite Service

5:00 PM Satellite Service
(C)
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Thank You from Storm Victims
To all my new friends at Trinity Lutheran Church,
On Labor Day, I entered my home for the first time since it flooded. I
opened the door, having to steel myself against what I was about to see.
It was just overwhelming. I asked God to give me strength and direction,
but also to thank Him for my situation NOT being worse, thinking
about all those pretty little towns down the Texas coast who bore
the brunt of the storm. Soon thereafter, my family and friends
began to come, and new friends from Tinity Lutheran came
a few days later! Help came from all over, sending Angels
from God...thank you all; you are all God’s Angels.
					Sincerely,
					Helen Nilsen
Dear fellow members of Trinity,
I would like to sincerely thank you for your very generous check that you sent to me for Hurricane Harvey relief
aid! Your thoughtfulness was something I will not forget!
This has been a very devastating time in my life but God has truly blessed me!
Trinity has been there for me starting with phone calls of concern from several members — Jan Case, Linda
Gray and Jean Minsch. There were people that were sent to help me with getting things out of my garage and
tearing out sheetrock. There were prayers lifted up to our Lord and Savior for strength, etc.
Then there was the blessing of the check. God is good!
Please know that I am extremely grateful for my Trinity family! Thank you so much for everything you have
done!
					Sincerely,
					Susan Buck Minix

800 Houston Avenue  Houston, TX 77007

www.trinitydt.org  713-224-0684

Article submission deadline January 10 for articles to be published February 1, 2018. Submit articles to
pschroeder@trinitydt.org.
Contact Pam Schroeder at 713.229.2944 with any questions about this publication.
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