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Why do we test?

Å To evaluate and improve a school system

Å To evaluate and improve an individual 

school

ÅTo identify a childõs academic strengths

Å To identify areas where a child may need 

to improve



Basic IOWA Information:

Å The state assessment for the state of Iowa.

ÅUsed by Michigan Catholic schools 

Å Testing in October 

Å Looks at content taught the previous year

ÅòNormedó with students also taking the 

test in October



ANY TEST SCORE IS 

ONE 
PIECE OF INFORMATION 

ABOUT YOUR CHILD!



IOWA Scores:

ÅNational Percentile Rank (NPR)

ÅStandard Score (SS)

ÅGrade Equivalent



Percentile Versus Percentage 

Suppose 100 people take a test of 50 

items.

If one of them got 40 of the 50 items 

correct, then the percentage that he got 

correct is 80. He got 80 percent of the 

items correct.

But we don't know what percentile he is in 

until we see what scores the other 99 

people got.



Percentile is a moving 

target!

Percentile ranks individuals 

within a group on a 

scale of 1 -99.

50 is set as the average.



SO, if the average number of 

correct responses in the group 

tested was also 80% or 40 out of 

50é 

Then our sample child will 

receive a percentile ranking of 

50.



BUTé

If the average number of 

correct responses is 20/50, the 

average will move down.

Our sample child will have a 

much higher percentile ranking.



The Bell Curve



Percentage of St. Mary Students

Scoring  Above Average in 2016



Grade Equivalent

Å Useful

Å Often misunderstood

Å If our sample child receives a GE 

of 4.2, that means that he/she 

scores as well as an average 

fourth grade student in the 

second month of the school 

year.



The content changes by grade.

For example, in grades 2 and 3, 

all math computation problems 

involve whole number operations.

Beginning in 4 th grade, fractions are 

added. 

By 8th grade, computation primarily 

involves decimals and fractions.



For your individual child:

Å Look for relative areas of strength

Å Look for areas that are lower

Å Are scores consistent with grades?

Å Are scores consistent with the 

information you receive from 

teachers?

Å Compare current scores to past 

scores

Å Compare scores to other testing



If you are concernedé

ÅSpeak with your childõs 

teacher

ÅSee me!

ÅAsk about scores generated 

from other tests



Children who read 

more are better and 

faster readers and 

tend to score higher 

on standardized tests.

Encourage reading!



ÅHelps us ensure that students are 

learning and progressing

ÅALL St. Mary students in K -8 are given 

òbenchmark assessmentsó 3 times/year

- Fall/Winter/Spring

ÅStudents who score below the 20 th

percentile will have additional supports 

put in place





Interventions are òtieredóé



St. Mary Support Tiersé

Å Classroom teacher intervenes 

through additional time and 

activities, smaller groups

Å Ms. Silvestri and Mrs. VanEvery, our 

learning support teachers, work with 

students in and out of classroom

Å Ms. Bey, learning  support/special 

education coordinator works with 

students

Å Royal Oak Special Education staff 

work with us to identify students 

eligible for services



Progress Monitoring

Å Students receiving interventions 

are given short assessments on a 

regular basis to track growth

ÅOur goal is to òclose the gapó



AimsWeb allows us to show òproof of progressóé



Differentiating for students at the higher end:
Å Literacy instruction is òleveledó in 

kindergarten through 8 th grades and is easier 

to adjust within the regular classroom

Å Math instruction can usually be handled 

within the classroom

Å Beginning in 5 th grade, we often move 

students who are high achieving in math to 

the next level

Å 8th grade students can attend Shrine HS for 

Honors Algebra 1.

Å We carefully assess when we advance 

students to ensure we are not creating gaps 

in knowledge.



Please keep in mind 

a òwhole child approachó.

We want to make sure that we 

consider social and emotional 

development in making decisions 

regarding òchallengingó high 

achievers.



School -wide 

IOWA Results






























