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SUPERINTENDENT’S
MESSAGE
As we approach the summer months,
many in our community are now
able to see the substantial completion
of the exterior structure of the new
Armstrong Junior Senior High School.
It is most prominent when approaching
the Kittanning and Ford City areas
while traveling eastbound and crossing
the Graff Bridge, and it will be a
signature landmark in our region for
many years to come.
Despite our difficult winter, the
project is progressing according
to schedule and work will soon
move to the interior of the
building. Around this time next
year, we will begin the process
of transitioning instructional
materials and furniture into the
new building, as we prepare for
the start of the 2015-2016 school
year.
As the building construction moves toward its next phases, our architectural
firm, L.R. Kimball, has been finalizing design work on an athletic complex to
be located at the site. This complex of structures and fields will provide for
baseball, softball, tennis, track, soccer and football. To support moving beyond
the design, a group of community members who make up the Armstrong
School District Foundation, have been working to establish a community-wide
capital fundraising campaign. This group will look to everyone for support in
the coming months as they make a concerted effort to make this complex a
reality for our region.
Not unlike the students who exhibited leadership and camaraderie when
Elderton and West Shamokin joined together just a few short years ago, the
students from Ford City and Kittanning have likewise been preparing for
change. Already, the members of both student council organizations have
been working so that the student body will begin as one unified group and as
a family. Their efforts cannot go unnoticed as they turn our school system and
region into one that is as competitive as any in western Pennsylvania.
The year 2016 will mark the very first graduating class of students known as the
River Hawks. This will also begin a new tradition of students in the Armstrong
School District who will now be part of either the West Shamokin Wolves or
the Armstrong River Hawks. We see tremendous opportunities for students
attending either high school and they will proudly represent our communities
with their hard work and pride in academics, athletics and the arts. The future is
bright and we thank all for their support of our schools!
			
			Sincerely,
			 Dr. Stan J. Chapp

Changes in Federal
Accountability
for Schools
Beginning this past year, several key changes have
been implemented into Federal Accountability
for Schools based on Pennsylvania’s approved
NCLB waiver.
Under the new system, only Title I schools will
receive designations, as opposed to the former
model where all public schools in PA received a
designation based on Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP) status. Furthermore, only the highest and
lowest Title I schools will receive designations.
All Armstrong School District buildings are
classified as undesignated, which encompasses
75% of all districts in the state. AYP is replaced
by Annual Measurable Objectives (AMOs)
focused on closing the “achievement gap” by half
in 6 years. There are also AMOs for attendance
and test participation.
The new Title I School Designations are based
upon:
(1) Reward: Achievement – Highest 5% of Title I
Schools based on aggregate PSSA math & reading
scores.
(2) Reward: Progress – Highest 5% of Title I
Schools based on aggregate PVAAS growth score.
(3) Focus – Lowest 10% of Title I schools based on
highest achievement gap for the Historically Low
Performing students AMO.
(4) Priority – Lowest 5% of Title I schools based
on aggregate math and reading PSSA scores.

In Our Schools

Kittanning Student Council Improves School Climate

The West Shamokin Ambassador Program

Creating a positive and productive learning environment takes
the efforts of many, including student leaders. This year at
Kittanning High School, the Student Council recommitted
itself to improving building morale, school spirit, and service
to the community.

Acclimating to a new school environment can be a difficult
process for many 7th-graders. At West Shamokin Jr.-Sr. High
School, Emotional Support instructor Brigitte Kennedy has
developed a new program that makes this transition easier for
incoming students, while allowing upperclassmen to advance
their leadership, communication, and peer mentoring skills.

“It has been a student-driven effort to reconstruct the school
environment,” says Erick Shiring, Student Council president.
It started on Day One, as members of the organization
actually rolled out a red carpet for their fellow students as they
arrived by bus for the first day of classes!
Other major school improvement initiatives include a “KHS
Cares” fundraising campaign for the son of teacher Cindy
Lindahl. A dance-a-thon was held earlier in the year for the
benefit of James, age 3, who is battling leukemia. Student
Council also took the initiatives to enhance homecoming
festivities, spirit week, reintroduce the holiday door decorating
contest, teacher appreciation events, and several community
service programs.

In the new Ambassador Program, incoming 7th-graders team
with select juniors and seniors who serve as resources for
academic support, social adjustment, and general guidance
on daily procedures and building protocol. The Ambassador
Program actually starts in 6th grade, when high school
students visit district elementary schools and meet their
younger counterparts for the first time during supervised
“Icebreaker Sessions.” Elementary teachers observe these
sessions and help match their students with their high school
mentors. From there, Ms. Kennedy develops a systematic
follow-up for the launch and implementation of the program.

Ford City HS Stress Management Workshops
Ford City High School students now have a new in-school resource to help them cope with the rigors and demands of academics. “Stressed
for Success,” a new stress management workshop developed by school psychologist Dr. Angela McMasters, allows students to have an
opportunity to talk about the stressors that occur during a school day, and work to formulate effective strategies to help them combat the
stress.
“When you think about it, stress isn’t something that comes with adulthood,” says Dr. McMasters. “Even children experience stress. What I’ve found
is that our students need to learn coping skills and develop resiliency to deal with different situations.” Ford City students in grades 10-12 are now
voluntarily participating in “Stressed for Success” where they are learning to recognize signs of stress, identify stressors, and cope with stress
to be successful. Approximately 30 students participate in the workshops, which are held in the school’s gymnasium during activity periods.
Building principals Michael Cominos and Brian Thimons, as well as many Ford City parents, have been very supportive of the program’s
implementation. “I am really hoping that students have utilized the skills we’ve been working on in their day-to-day lives. I look forward to
continuing to connect with our kids and offer workshops for students in the future,” says Dr. McMasters.

ASD Curriculum Mapping
In May 2013, Armstrong School District posted K-12 curriculum maps on the District website. The
maps represent a culmination of a year’s work by ASD educators including curriculum coordinators,
department chairs, and all district teachers. The educators utilized in-service days for grade level and
department curriculum meetings to design the maps. Subcommittees refined the maps throughout the
2012-13 school year.
The teachers used a Curriculum CONNECTOR software application to map across three core
components: knowledge & skills, instructional & assessment methods, and alignment to standards. The curriculum mapping process
is continuous, with maps being reviewed and updated each year.
The digital maps provide a framework and common point of reference for principals, staff, new teachers, parents,students, and the
community. The common components of all maps are Essential Questions, Standards, Content, Skills, Vocabulary, Learning Targets,
Resources/Strategies, Model Lessons and Summative Assessments. You can view the maps by visiting the District’s website (www.asd.
k12.pa.us) and accessing “Curriculum Maps” in the drop-down menu of the “Academics” tab at the top of the homepage. In 2013-14,
Armstrong School District began a full implementation of the revised curricula. Anticipated benefits of the new maps include K-12
Cross Grade Level Alignment that helps eliminate curricular “gaps” and facilitate a more seamless transition between grade spans.
The process will also help the District tie curricula to state standards, and potentially expand and enhance cross-curricular learning
opportunities because teachers will now have full access to the content, scope, and sequence in all subject areas.

Applications Being Accepted by ACCAA Head Start
The Armstrong County CAA Head Start program is now
recruiting children and families for the fall program. The centerbased option provides a preschool experience Tuesdays through
Fridays, four hours per day.

Head Start is a comprehensive child development program that
serves low-income children and their families. Ninety percent of
the children enrolled meet federal poverty guidelines; ten percent
are mandated special needs; and a 10% allowance is provided for
over-income families. The program thus provides disadvantaged
children a preschool experience they would not otherwise be able to
afford – an opportunity for equal education. In Armstrong County,
Head Start is the only preschool program to mainstream children
with disabilities. Individual Program Plans are written by Head Start
staff for all children, and special services are provided in order for the
children to participate to the best of their ability and potential.
Parents are given many opportunities to participate in the program:
at the center level, volunteering in the centers; and at the county
levels as members of the governing body, the Policy Council.
Parents not only participate but make decisions about the kind of
preschool program they want their child to have. Applications for
preschool children ages 3-5 and their families may be obtained by
calling the Head Start office at (724) 548-3414 or 1-800-405-6252.

Teacher Qualifications

In accordance with ESEA Section 1111(h)(6) PARENTS
RIGHT-TO-KNOW, the Armstrong School District is
notifying every parent of a student in a Title I school that
you have the right and may request information regarding the
professional qualifications of your child’s classroom teacher.
This information regarding the professional qualifications of
your child’s classroom teachers including, at a minimum, the
following:
1. Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for
the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.
2. Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional
status through which State qualification or licensing criteria have been
waived.
3. The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate
certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the
certification or degree.
4. Whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so,
their qualifications.
If at any time your child has been taught for 4 or more consecutive weeks
by a teacher not highly qualified, the school will notify you.

If you have questions, please feel free to contact the
Armstrong District Superintendent, Dr. Stan J. Chapp, at 724548-6069.

Children needed for Pre-K Counts Programs

The Armstrong County Community Action Agency is currently
recruiting children for the Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts program,
which was established and is funded by the Pennsylvania
Department of Education. The center is located in Ford City
and serves 19 children, five days a week, 5 ½ hours per day. The
staff consists of one certified teacher and an aide, with many
years of preschool teaching experience. Eligible children live in
families earning up to 300% of the federal poverty level ($71,550
for a family of four), and those children who may be affected
by other risk factors such as having special needs. Armstrong
County CAA Pre-K is a free program and provides a high quality
pre-kindergarten with an early childhood educated teacher, an
approved curriculum, and assessment of children’s progress
throughout the year.
For more information or to get an application, please call 724548-3414 or 724-545-3632.
ASD Family Fun Fair Explores Reading “In Depth”
Have you ever read a book at the bottom of the ocean? Children
from Armstrong School District did just that on April 9th at the
District’s 9th Annual Title I Family Fun Fair, which plunged
students and their families under the sea and into a maritime world
of learning A total of 86 families attended the seafaring festivities,
yielding yet another successful Title I event for the district. A
survey concluded that 90 percent of parents rated the evening as
“Outstanding.”
This year’s theme, “Under the Sea,” transformed St. Mary’s Parish
Hall in Kittanning into an underwater paradise
of reading and literary engagement for
Title I learners and their families. Lenape
Elementary teachers provided notebooks,
coloring utensils, and stickers for students
to create their very own “Summer Journals,”
encouraging students to document their summer
adventures and to practice their writing skills. Other
literary craft stations included Dayton, Shannock
Valley and Elderton Elementary schools’ “Sunsational
Sand Art,” and West Hills Intermediate’s “Ocean ABC Books.”
West Hills Primary teachers recreated the ocean floor with a slew
of under-the-sea games such as a nautical word-match game, “Fast
Match.” Students also dove headfirst into vocabulary and reading
comprehension with “Bingo for Books,” “Surfing Syllables,” and
“Fact or Opinion Tic-Tac-Toe.”
Souvenirs and prizes for participation included free under-the-sea
themed books such as The Little Mermaid, Dr. Seuss’ One Fish,
Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, A Dolphin Named Bob, as well as
bookmarks and other giveaways. The event was organized under the
supervision of Armstrong School District Coordinator of Federal
Programs and Accountability, Dr. Shauna Zukowski.
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PEP Update – Bicycle Safety Program
West Shamokin Junior-Senior High
School recently introduced a new
Bicycle Safety Program designed
to promote responsible ridership
practices for students in grade 7-12.
Under the direction of Physical
Education instructor Don McGaughey,
the new program teaches students how
to safely interact with other riders and
motorists. It also provides instruction
on the operation of the bike itself
including brakes, gears, bicycle preride check, etc. The program requires students to demonstrate riding proficiency
(balance and safe maneuvering) before hitting the road. “We express to the students
that bicycling is a lifetime activity, and locally we have many opportunities to ride
on trails around the county, along with riding on our streets and roadways,” says Mr.
McGaughey.
The program is now a component of the school’s Physical Education curriculum and
can be done at any time during the school year, although it is usually conducted in
the fall and spring when weather permits. HEALTHY Armstrong was instrumental
in helping to secure the Carol M. White PEP grant for the school district in 2010,
an award that totaled nearly $1 million. All ASD secondary schools have received
bicycles through the grant.

