Union Academy...
Mission Statement

Union Academy is a K-12 preparatory school dedicated to educating the whole
child, providing challenging, high quality instruction, strong character development in all of its students, and collaborative family and community involvement.

Vision

Union Academy is a pathway by which children mature into confident young
adults who are highly prepared and motivated to make positive contributions to
their local and global communities.

Values

As a school of Challenge, Character, and Community, Union Academy places
great value on:
• high standards and expectations for academic achievement and

continuing education;

• high standards and expectations for character and personal integrity;
• school as a community of students, teachers, families, and friends;
• commitment of service to others.

Welcome...

From the Headmaster

This booklet is designed to let you know the past,
present and future of Union Academy’s building
program. As you will see, our school has evolved since
its founding in the year 2000. Along the way we have
experienced some truly remarkable accomplishments.
But to get where we are today has required patience,
endurance, faith, hope, courage and a “can do” spirit on
the parts of everyone who has ever been involved with
the school.
From 2000 until the present, all members of our Union
Academy family have made adjustments and sacrifices
as we have built our school. Our building projects have been incremental
because they are mainly paid for through our UA Foundation fundraising
efforts. North Carolina Charter School Laws prohibit charter schools from
receiving any local capital funds that traditional public schools rely on to
build and repair schools.
At times our journey has been challenging, but we have successfully
developed an outstanding K-12 public charter school that is steeped in
traditions, values and beliefs.
As we move forward, I am sure there will be additional challenges, but
I am confident that in true UA spirit, we will all work together to
continue to make the founding dream a reality. That dream is to have one
permanent campus for our students. Please take time to review and
appreciate our past, present and future progress.
Sincerely,

Ann Walters
Dr. Ann Walters, Headmaster
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Past, Present and Future...
2000, February – North Carolina Board of Education
Grants Charter

On February 3, 2000, Union Academy was granted a five-year charter from the
North Carolina State Board of Education.

2000, August – Union Academy Opens
The school founders and organizers vigorously searched for a building to house
Union County’s first charter school. With just two weeks left before the opening
day, the Old Shiloh School building located on Old Charlotte Highway was made
available for lease from the Union County Board of Education.

In the true spirit of Union Academy, parents, students, faculty and staff pitched
in, worked long, tiresome hours in the summer heat and accomplished what
seemed almost impossible in just a few short days. There were inconveniences
and challenges, but in the spirit of making a dream become a reality, the Union
Academy family united and conquered the facility challenges they faced.
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2000 Union Academy Facts
Students and Staff

School Building

Headmaster – Mr. Ken Templeton
Enrollment – 300 in grades K-4
Teachers – 15
Mascot – Cardinal
School Colors – Red, Navy

Address: 3828 Old Charlotte Highway
Main Building (Media Center) – Built 1930 with a total
of 11,280 square feet
Gym – Built 1974; Music Room– Built 1962 with a combined
total of 7,224 square feet
Cafeteria – Built 1962 with a total of 2,952 square feet
Central Office – Built 1966 with a total of 7,437 square feet
Modular Classrooms (4) – 2,304 square feet

2001, May – Land Donation for Permanent Campus
That first year was not the only time Union Academy faced facility challenges. As
the school added new grade levels each year of 75 students per grade level, the
Old Shiloh School building space was quickly outgrown. In 2001 the Jerry
Murray family donated 53 acres for the construction of a permanent school
building located on Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard on the outskirts of
Monroe.

2001, July 1 - Union Academy Foundation Board
Is Formed

It quickly became apparent that Union Academy had to
establish a permanent fundraising component that could
provide buildings and facilities for the growing school. A
group of ambitious and motivated parents took the lead and
stepped up to form the UA Foundation.
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2003, August – Temporary Warehouse School Facility
Unfortunately, due to an unusually rainy summer, the planned move in date to
the new brick building being built on the donated land on MLK, Jr. Boulevard
was postponed from the fall of 2003 to the spring of 2004. In the meantime,
students in grades 5, 6, and 7 were temporarily housed in an old warehouse
building on Old Charlotte Highway.
This was an unforgettable experience for everyone involved. The warehouse
was a huge open space and trying to convert it into a temporary school building
required much effort on the parts of so many, but once again the entire UA
community pitched in to make it work.

2004, April – New Middle School Brick Building opens on

Upper Campus

In the spring of 2004 the new brick Middle School building was ready. The
move to the new building took place over the Easter break so instruction would
be interrupted as little as possible. Because there was no gym, two classrooms
on the second level were used for physical education and once again, in that true
Union Academy “can do” spirit, everyone made it work.

New Middle School Building on Upper Campus
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2004 New Middle School Building Facts
Costs - $2.5 million (six members of the Foundation Board personally guaranteed the loan)
Square Footage - 37,290
School site is referred to as Union Academy Upper Campus

2004, November - Friends of Union Academy Holds First

Auction

Union Academy parent Christa Boggs came up with the idea of having an auction
to raise “seed” money to help build a new gymnasium, media center and high
school classroom building.
This idea was driven by Missy and Ingram Walters, Alison and Frank Howey, Jr.,
and many other dedicated and hard-working UA parents who called themselves
the Friends of Union Academy. The inaugural event was held in a donated
airplane hangar located at the Monroe Airport and was called the Union Academy
Ultimate Auction.

2006, November - Union Academy Foundation Adopts

Auction

The two-year success of the auction organized and hosted by the Friends of UA,
paved the way for the Union Academy Foundation to adopt the innovative
concept in 2006 as its largest fundraiser.
The Union Academy Ultimate Auction today is in its thirteenth year and has
grown to be one of the largest school fund raisers in the state. The annual event is
held the first Saturday in the month of November. This one-night, sold-out event
raised $350,000 in 2015.

2010 Ultimate
Auction

2015 Ultimate Auction
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2006, January - Upper Campus High School Gym Is
Completed

Union Academy welcomed its first high school students in the fall of 2005 when
the ninth grade was added. By the beginning of second semester that year, the
students were having physical education classes in the new 10,906 square foot
gymnasium.

New Gym Construction

2008, February - Upper Campus Media Center and High
School Are Completed

The media center and the high school cost $2.2 million for 36,140 square feet.
The buildings are constructed of metal. The Media Center cost another $200,000
to furnish.

Media Center Construction

New Media Center

Page 6

Union Academy | Past, Present & Future

2009, August – Football Stadium and High School

Parking Lot Open

The varsity sports program began in the fall of 2006, the year Union Academy
added tenth grade. In the fall of 2008, the school joined the Rocky River Athletic
Conference and held its first home football game in the new stadium in the fall
of 2009. The bleachers and press box were donated by the City of Monroe and
Godfrey Construction Company. Wiggins Construction Company also
donated a great deal of time and work getting the stadium completed.

Football Comes to UA

2013, July – Multipurpose Building Opens on the Upper

Campus

The new $2.2 million multipurpose building was built to fulfill as many needs as
possible. The building houses four innovative science labs, classrooms, training
room and gymnasium. The 19,600 square feet metal structure provides much
needed space. The UA Foundation Office is currently located in the front of the
multipurpose building.

Multipurpose Building Construction
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The Future of Building Union Academy
When Union Academy was founded in 2000, the dream was to have EVERY
Union Academy Cardinal together on one campus. Here is the plan to complete
that dream, along with some other facilities to fill essential needs of our students.
With incredible hours of hard work by the UA Board of Directors, the UA
Foundation Board of Directors, school administration, staff, parent volunteers
and outside partners, a plan to build three buildings in three years has begun!
1. Phase #1 will include a dining room finally large enough to feed large numbers
of students in a reasonable time frame. It also will include some much needed
classroom space. This building will attach to the current main brick
building and will begin construction IMMEDIATELY! The goal is to complete
this building in time to be put to use when the 2017-2018 school year begins.
2. Phase #2 will include much needed dedicated classroom space for band, choir,
orchestra and theater. It will also include some additional locker room
facilities so boys and
girls teams do not have
to alternate use of space
during athletic events. It
will be completed in year
two(2017-2018) with the
goal to open as quickly as
construction allows.
3. Phase #3 will finally unify
the enrollment onto one
campus. Elementary
students will move into a
55,000 square foot
“L-Shaped” brick building
that mirrors the current
upper campus main
building. This will open as
quickly as possible in year
three(2018-2019).
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Great Things about UA

Traditions Timeline

Named a National School of Character

July 2000 – First UA Family Picnic

Named a NC State 2016 School of Character

Fall 2000 – Introduction of cardinal as school
mascot

Named a Regional Top Workplace by the
Charlotte Observer
2016 graduates achieved college
acceptance 95%
$6.9 million in scholarships granted to 48
students in Class of 2016
ACT and SAT scores above national and state
averages
Cohort Graduation Rate 95%
39% of UA teachers have Masters Degrees

Fall 2000 – First Dress Down to Build Up Day
July 2001 – UA Foundation Board formed
May 2002 – First 4th grade trip to Raleigh
Spring 2003 – First overnight 6th grade field
trip to Wilmington, NC
Fall 2003 – First Junior Beta Club established
December 2003 – First Sparkle and Shine
Dance

$350,000 raised at UA Ultimate Auction

Fall 2004 – Stars and Champs Program
established

Won 7 NC School Public Relations Association
Blue Ribbon Awards

November 2004 – First Ultimate Auction

Won NC School Public Relations Association
Best of the Best Award in image/graphic design
category

October 2005 – First Boo Bash event

Received Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting for 6
consecutive years
Won 4 Enquirer Journal Reader’s Choice
Awards for best elementary, middle and high
school. Union Academy Athletic Association
won for favorite local non-profit

Progression of Union Academy
2000-2001 UA opens for grades K-4
2001-2002 Fifth grade added
2002-2003 Sixth grade added
2003-2004 Seventh grade added
2004-2005 Eighth grade added
2005-2006 Ninth grade added
2006-2007 Tenth grade added
2007-2008 Eleventh grade added
2008-2009 First UA graduating class

UA Charter and Renewals
February 2000 - 5 year charter granted to
Union Academy by the NC State Board of
Education
February 2004 – Charter renewed and 10 year
charter granted (2005-2015)
February 2014 – Charter renewed and 10 year
charter granted (2015-2025)

Fall 2005 – Catered lunch program begins
Fall 2006 – Theater and Yearbook Programs
begin
May 2007 – UA receives first SACS
accreditation
March 2007 – First UA talent Show held in
high school gym
Fall 2007 – Varsity Sports Program begins
Fall 2008 – UA becomes a member of the
Rocky River Athletic Conference
April 2008 – First Prom held at Rolling Hills
Country Club
May 2009 – First graduating class at UA
August 2014 – SOAR Program established
Fall 2014 – First marching band is established
June 2013 – First class of “UA Lifers”
graduates
Fall 2015 – First swim lessons for all UA first
grade classes
July 2015 – First UA Showcase and hot dog
dinner
September 2016 – First Spirit Week Parade at
Upper Campus

Union Academy Headmasters
Ken Templeton 2000-2009
Raymond Reinsant 2009-2011
Joe Delaney 2011-2013
Dr. Ann Walters 2013-Present
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