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Dear Friends,

A Benjamin School District 25
communique connecting schools
and the community.

WINTER 2016

Philip Ehrhardt, Ed. D.
Superintendent

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.
The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.”
-Dr. Seuss
Testing Doesn’t Measure Up For Americans
Americans look beyond testing when they
evaluate schools. That finding is based on results of
the 47th annual PDK Gallup Poll of Public’s Attitude
Toward Public Schools. According to the poll,
responders believe the level of student engagement at
school and the degree to which students feel hopeful
about their future are better indicators than using
standardized test scores. Also, a majority of Americans
responded that too much emphasis is placed on
standardized testing rather than other student
progress measures, including grades awarded by
teachers, samples of student work, or written narrative
observations by the teacher.

Teacher Quality is Most
Significant Factor
Of the factors studied and based upon poll
results, Americans believe teacher quality is the most
powerful factor to improve the quality of public
schools. Other important factors mentioned include
establishing expectations of what students should
learn and having effective school principals. The
fewest respondents—19 percent--thought testing was a
very important way to improve schools. Our district’s
hiring, training, and evaluation systems are focused on
providing the best staff for our students.

Technology Integration Continues to Grow

For the tenth consecutive year, Americans who
were polled identified lack of financial support as the
most significant issue schools are experiencing. The
lack of funding for schools has been among the biggest
problems named for poll respondents since 1969.
Almost half of the public school parents say having
sufficient money is critical to improving the quality of
schools. Included in the top five problems this year
are concerns about standards and testing.

After two years of comprehensive planning,
Benjamin District 25 students and staff further
integrated technology into learning and teaching last
year with each student having a computer device in
grades three through eight. This year the integration
has expanded to a higher level, resulting in increased
student engagement and motivation. Due to a reliability
issue, Dell replaced our devices and accessories in May
of 2015 at no cost to the district. Consequently, there
are significantly fewer break-downs this year which has
decreased the need for loaners.

Americans Love Their Local Schools

New On The Technology Front

For the past 40 years of the PDK/Gallup Poll,
Americans consistently gave the highest grades to
schools that are closest to them and in which they
have more knowledge and experience. They assign the
lowest grades to schools on a nationwide basis since
they are less familiar with them. Even though
Americans perceive the quality of education schools
provide nationwide lower than schools in their own
community, they do not necessarily view a general
decline in the nation’s schools.

An area near the Benjamin Middle School media
center has been designated for students to be creative
and innovative by manufacturing items on a 3-D
printer, programming robots, disassembling and
assembling computers, and configuring kits to create
functional electronic equipment. Plans are being
discussed to establish an area at Evergreen
Elementary School. Also, our students are
collaborating with the University of Illinois-Chicago
engineering students to design and construct devices

Biggest Issue Facing Schools

to provide students with disabilities the opportunity to
live more productive lives.

Developing Well-Rounded Students
In addition to academic programs, our students
are able to participate in clubs, fine arts (choir, band,
and art), athletics, drama, and leadership activities.
The public is invited to attend the Fiddler on the Roof
production on March 18 and 19 at Benjamin Middle
School. Tickets may be purchased by calling 630-8767820 or stopping by the middle school office. We are
proud that nearly 70 students will be involved in the
cast, set design and construction, costume making, and
sound and lighting controls. Also, the Evergreen
Elementary School Extravaganza runs from 6:30-8:30
p.m. May 12 and will feature samplings of all the
projects that students created, including both flat work
and clay. A musical portion of the evening will be a
collaboration effort between first and second grade
classes relating to the science unit on habitats.
Community members always are welcome to
attend any of the school events and see the impressive
work by our skillful and talented students!
Sincerely,

Philip M. Ehrhardt, Ed.D.
SU P E R I NT E ND E NT

SCHOOL FINANCE 101

In December of each year, school boards in Illinois
must conduct a hearing and approve the tax levy.
The tax levy is a request for a specified amount of
monies. To collect these monies from the public, a
tax rate is computed using a complex formula that
includes the Consumer Price Index which is .8
percent for the 2015 tax levy request. As a result,
the .8 percent increase will yield a total of $75,835
of new funds.
Shelley Clark, Ed.D., business manager, provided a
preview of the tax levy to the school board at the
November 9 meeting. She explained that the tax
rates for 2014 are based on an equalized assessed
valuation of $201,710.29 which includes new
property. The 2015 tax levy request will be based
on an unknown equalized assessed valuation which
will not be known until approximately March 2016.
Consequently, a 1.5 percent decrease will be
assumed for an estimated assessed equalized
valuation of $198,684,475.

Fiddler On The Roof

SAVE THE DATE
BENJAMIN MIDDLE SCHOOL PRESENTS:

6:30 p.m. March 18
2 and 6:30 p.m. March 19
BENJAMIN MIDDLE SCHOOL LARGE GYM
Tickets $4 at the door
This story of family, community and most importantly,
TRADITION. It has been an audience favorite for 50
years. The Benjamin Middle School Theatre Club is
excited to bring the story of Tevye and the people of
the village of Anatevka to life on our stage!

Where Are They Now?
Benjamin District 25 Spotlight On Bob Genetski
In this feature, we take a look at one of the many shining stars for whom Benjamin District 25
provided a solid educational foundation and helped lay the roots for a blossoming career.

Bob Genetski attended Evergreen Elementary School when it was called Morton Road
School and completed sixth-eighth grades at Benjamin Middle School, graduating in 1980. He is
a graduate of Wheaton Central High School (1985), the College of DuPage (1989), earned a
bachelor’s degree from Auburn University (1991) and a master’s degree in education from Grand
Valley State University (2004).
Career Highlights: He is the
senior executive assistant deputy
director at the Michigan
Department of Licensing &
Regulatory Affairs, working
under Gov. Rick Snyder. Prior to
that, Bob served six years in the
Michigan House of
Representatives where another
former Benjamin District 25
student was one of his
constituents. He represented a
district which covers the cities of Bob Genetski
Holland, Allegan, Douglas Fennville, Plainwell,
Saugatuck, South Haven, and Wayland in
Michigan’s Allegan County.
Prior to his first term as a State Representative,
Genetski taught for nearly a decade, including
teaching at Orion Alternative School, which
caters to at-risk students.
Golden Memories of Benjamin District 25:
Genetski says that he, his brothers and sister all
received a sound education from teachers who
really cared. Patricia Gebauer in the fourth

grade is remembered for her
hugs and he credits Mr. Davis’
social studies class at Benjamin
for sparking his interest in
government.
How did Benjamin District
25 prepare me
for the future?
I had a lot of wonderful
teachers who really cared about
their students. They were both
patient and inspiring.
Benjamin was a very small
school and was a tightknit community. Teachers
were always willing to give extra help. The
district did an outstanding job in teaching the
basics and I received a great foundation in
reading, writing and math. We didn’t have many
frills, but there was a lot of improvising that
went on to give us opportunities in athletics,
theatre, and even a makeshift library. Benjamin
students were very prepared and did not need
the fanciest accommodations---just opportunity.

Robotic Technology!
Seventh grade students demonstrate control and functions
of a Sphero robotic ball at a recent Benjamin District 25 Board
of Education meeting.
Thanks to a recent $1,000 Lego Local Initiative grant,
seven Sphero robotic balls will be purchased to be used by
Evergreen Elementary School’s coding club to develop and
inspire robotics, coding and STEM principles. Students will be
challenged to fire up their imagination and break the rules of
learning as they take a hands-on approach to coding.
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Benjamin District 25 Activites...

at a glance:

Benjamin Middle School 7th grade physical education students test their physical strength and
mental stamina with a 15-minute run, capping off a unit on the Adventures of Cross Country.

Evergreen Elementary School students participate in the
Hour of Code introductory computer science program.
Designed to demystify the coding process, the program
helps nurture problem-solving skills, logic, and
creativity, providing students with a foundation
for 21st century success.

Safety patrol students at Evergreen Elementary School
demonstrate leadership skills while assisting their peers in
crossing safely on marked sidewalks on their way to and
from school and during lunch time.

Leadership students at Benjamin Middle School, under the guidance of Nicole Colburn, collected
250 pounds of unopened Halloween candy for Operation Bengals Care. The candy was
distributed to American military men and women stationed overseas and to the village of Carol
Stream for use in its Christmas Sharing program for underprivileged families.

A N N O U N C I N G ….

PALS CARE, INC.
PALS Care, Inc. is Benjamin District 25’s own childcare provider located at Evergreen School.
The program provides a safe, convenient, and stimulating environment for those children who
need extended care, and is open to District 25 students and family members, ages three years
through eighth grade.
PALS Care, Inc. offers a before and after school program, extended day program for preschool
and kindergarten children, Best Buddies preschool, and a popular Sum-Mor Fun program.
Based at Evergreen School.

Call 630-876-7257 or 630-876-7810 (ext. 125)
FOR INFORMATION AND A REGISTRATION PACKET
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We’re On
Facebook &
Twitter
FRIEND us on Facebook and FOLLOW
us on Twitter for Benjamin 25 news,
photos and more.

facebook.com/BenjaminDistrict25

Twitter.com@Bendist25

Make The
Communication
Connection!

BeN.25

Building and maintaining open lines of
communication with members of our Benjamin
District 25 family are key ingredients to making a
difference in the lives of the children we serve. A
variety of communication methods are available to
share a compliment, address a question or
communicate a concern to the superintendent.
They include:
Written: Send written communication to the
Administration Service Center, 28W250 St.
Charles Road, West Chicago, IL 60185.
Phone: Call 630-876-7800 to speak with Dr.
Ehrhardt, or leave a voice mail message.
E-Mail: Use the address:
pehrhardt@bendist25.org.
Fax: Use the Benjamin District 25
fax line at 630-876-3325 to send your
comments to Dr. Ehrhardt.
Benjamin District 25’s
Ben.25 Connect community newsletter
has been recognized since 2010 with top
Awards of Excellence and Awards of Merit by
the Illinois Chapter of the National School
Public Relations Association.

Please note that because Benjamin District 25
mails its publications by postal route, some
individuals who do not live within Benjamin
District 25 may receive this mailing.
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Mark Your Calendars
Jan. 11
» Board of Education meeting,
Administration boardroom,
7 p.m.

March 1
» Kindergarten Round-Up, 4-7
p.m., Evergreen kindergarten
classrooms

Jan. 18
Martin Luther King Day,
no school

March 3
» Benjamin-Evergreen PTA
Movie Night, 6:30-9 p.m.
Evergreen Elementary School

Jan. 22
» Preschool Screening, 12:302:30 p.m. Call 630-876-7810
for appointments

March 4
County Institute Day,
no student attendance

Feb. 8
» Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room

March 14
» Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room

Feb. 15
President’s Day, no school

March 16
» Kindergarten Screening,
2:30-5:30 p.m.,
Evergreen Elementary
School

Feb 24
» Benjamin-Evergreen PTA
Book Fair, Evergreen
Elementary School
Feb. 25
» Family Science Night,
Evergreen Elementary
School

March 18-19
» Fiddler On The Roof
performances,
2 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.,
Benjamin large gym,
tickets $4 at the door
March 23
» Winter Sports Awards, 6:30
p.m. Benjamin small gym
March 25- April 3
Spring Break
April 4
» School resumes
April 11
» Board of Education meeting,
7 p.m., Administration Board
Room
April 20
» Red, White & Beautiful, 6:30
pm, Benjamin Middle School

March 18
» Pre-K screening, 12:30-2:30
p.m. Call 630-876-7810 for
appointments

Additional calendar dates may be found on the district website at www.bendist25.org.

Promote Your Business In Ben.25 Connect

T

he Benjamin District 25 now is accepting limited advertising for its award-winning
community newsletter, Ben.25 Connect, which is mailed to 4,500 homes in West
Chicago and Carol Stream four times each year.
Annual sponsorship, which helps to support increased communication with all District 25
parents, community members and business owners, will be accepted from businesses
appropriate to the mission of the school district.
For advertising information, contact Philip Ehrhardt, Ed.D.,
superintendent, at the Benjamin District 25 Administration
Service Center at 630-876-7800.

Board of Education:
Anna Taylor, President
Tammy Mastroianni, Vice President
Jodi Krause, Secretary
Jack Buscemi
Vince Engstrom
Dennis Peterson
Lisa Willuweit
Superintendent:
Dr. Philip M. Ehrhardt
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