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Is the Apocolypse Imminent?

Global Warming to End the World World Revolves Despite Calendars
T
T
Sam Ramirez | Staff Writer
he end of the
world: volcanoes
erupt, jet streams of
lava melt the sky into
twilight, buildings collapse, and cities explode
as fissures carve open
Earth. Maybe there
are even some intense
jungle drums providing
a thrilling soundtrack as
Armageddon unfolds.
The standard version
of Earth’s “impending
apocalypse” is dynamic
and cinematic, however,
unlikely. Rational evidence and global trends
show that the most
plausible cause of humankind’s demise is not
explosive and has no set
date. It has been sneaking up on us for some
time. Earth’s changing
climate has the potential
to destroy all life, and for
all our human ingenuity
and advanced technology, we may not be able
to stop it.
It is undeniable that
global warming is occurring. Naysayers insist
that it is all fabrication,
or cast it as a politi-

cal platform, but they
are either complacent
or have a fundamental
misunderstanding of the
science. Put simply, for
over 40,000 years, the
concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide
has hovered at a fairly
constant rate. But within
the past 50 years, that
number has grown by
roughly 58.3 percent.
Carbon dioxide’s
function in Earth’s
atmosphere is to trap
UV rays from the sun
and reflect them back.
This ‘greenhouse effect’
is essential to life (without it, average temperatures would be around
-18 degrees C). More
carbon dioxide means
more trapped and
reflected UV rays. The
increase in atmospheric
carbon dioxide correlates with the steady rise
in temperatures.
Why does any of
this matter? The simple
answer is because global
warming can become
the modern world’s
Armageddon. Many

species of plants and
animals have already become extinct, and entire
ecosystems have been
ravaged as a
result

Garrett Hamm | Staff Writer
ypically, the Mayan
Calendar is associated with the end of the
world and over
the last
10

of
climate
change.
The world has
gone through dramatic
changes before. The
difference is this time,
humanity is aware of
the threat. The Mayan
calendar will come to an
end in a matter of days.
Let us hope humanity’s
days are not numbered
as well.

years
has been
a source of
controversy. The only
real apocalypse we are
faced with is FEAR.
There are multiple
calendars produced by
the Mayans, all dating back to the fifth
century, and these
calendars have been
the most documented
of all pre-Colombian

Mesoamerican civilizations. Which brings us
to the theory that the
world will end on Dec.
21, 2012 as “predicted”
by the Mayans, but of
the four most prominent
calendars, only one supports this theory: The
Haab’, which is a circular
calendar with a 365 day
solar year. The Haab’
was used to predict
the seasons, but did
not take into account
leap years and thus
was wrong after a few
centuries. The Haab’
starts from the outside
of the circle, and as days
turn into weeks, weeks
into months, months
into years, it spirals inwards and ends on Dec.
21, resulting in the 2012
apocalypse theory.
Could the Mayans
have really predicted
the end of the world?
Maybe there was only a
finite amount of space
for an inward spiral in
a circle, or the calendar
could have repeated
itself like the modern
Gregorian calendar. In a

recent breakthrough by
N.A.S.A, it was discovered that the Haab’
calendar, like the other
Mayan calendars and
calendars abroad, repeated. If that is not enough
proof, because the Haab’
did not take into account
a leap year, its estimated
Dec. 21, would actually
have occurred over a
year ago.
‘End-of-the-world’
scenarios and theories
have always fascinated
society, however, the
only potential apocalypse we are faced by
Dec. 21, 2012 is people
believing that the world
will actually end. What
follows is people acting
out by raiding grocery
stores, inciting riots, and
fighting over resources
thereby destroying our
government and economy and replacing it with
anarchy. The world has
been around for over
four billion years; it was
here before mankind,
and it will be here long
after we have gone.
Photo of earth from
space by NASA.

Biological Warfare Predicted to End the World Instead of the Mayans
A
Travis Lindemann | Staff Writer
ccording to the
Mayan calendar,
on Dec. 21 the world will
end. It is an idea that has
plagued minds across
the globe, but is yet to
be backed up by any real
science. Just like Y2K, it
is just another event for
humans to get caught up
in and fear. As modern
science advances, the
anatomical engineering

of biological weapons is
becoming a much more
realistic conclusion.
With the world in
constant conflict and
the threat of nuclear
weapons on the rise,
the extensive amount of
nuclear weapons being
produced and owned by
world superpowers and
their enemies will lead
to a nuclear stalemate.

If one country sends a
nuclear missile, the opposition will just simply
return the favor and no
ground will be gained.
However, if a virus was
to be implemented into
a country and was low
profile but highly fatal,
that would lead to a
much higher and less
noticeable mortality rate.
Historically, diseases

such as smallpox and
measles extinguished
Native Americans from
the new world starting
in the late 15th Century.
The same effect can be
produced and implemented with the scientific advancement What
almost made a native
race extinct could soon
be used to eliminate
entire countries.

With this new form
of warfare, there is a flaw.
Diseases and viruses
can adapt and mutate
to survive, and in most
cases, are uncontrollable.
The use of biological
warfare will lead to many
new diseases and viruses.
Eventually they will mutate and become unstoppable, thus causing the
human race to suffer the

consequences.
In theory, humans
will be the creators of its
own enemy. Constant
world conflict along with
the loss of compromise
will lead to the world’s
destruction. Humans
will fall victim to their
own biological creation
and thus man will end
up destroying themselves.
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Bond’s Skyfall Keeps Viewers on Edge
Stefan Deshazo | Staff Writer
The most recent addition to the 50-year-old
James Bond series is absolutely astounding. The entire film keeps viewers on
the edge of their seats.
Director Sam Mendes
makes his mark with
Skyfall, placing the beloved

introdutory logo scenes
at the end of the movie
rather than the beginning.
Although the movie is a bit
slow in the beginning, the
action picks up as the plot
progresses, ending with a
stunning, but predictable
climax.
As expected for the

Bond-veteran, Daniel
Craig (James Bond)
plays his role with
charisma. Antagonist
Javier Bardem (Raoul
Silva) an odd choice,
performs to par. Skyfall
is a recommended
view for anyone.

album, Grand. Since then,
they have released two
more albums, Sidewalks
and Lightning, which were
released on Oct. 2. Earning a rating of 7.5, Lightning tries to mix the great
piano lines of their first
album and the hip-hop
feel from their second,

but lacks the lyrics and
beats that make listeners
want to sing along and
dance by the end of each
track. However, there
are still a couple songs
worth checking out. Both
“Now”, and “Let’s Go”
are notable songs by the
young musical duo.

In Tune With Hunter: Lightning Beats
Hunter Thompson | Guest Writer
Lightning by Matt and
Kim
Rating: 7.5/10
Many may know the
alternative group Matt
and Kim from their most
popular track, “Daylight”
that was released back in
2009 on their first studio

Page Turners: The Road’s Bleak World

Kylie Holt | Senior Editor

In this post-apocalyptic
world, there are no zombies, no aliens, no diseases, no natural disasters.
Instead there are monsters
that were once human but
have resorted to cannibalism.
This is the place where
‘The Man’ raises his son in
Cormac McCarthy’s The
Road (2006). McCarthy
paints a grim picture in
which a father-son duo
constantly struggle to survive after a once prosper-

ous country—and possibly
the world—was destroyed
by an unknown cataclysm.
All 256 pages are dedicated
to the search for food, water, and signs of life as they
journey to the sea. Packs
of cannibals haunt their
expedition, endangering
the lives of both.
The Road is an intense,
emotion-packed novel. In
their bleak world, it is hard
to understand why The
Man is so unbelievably motivated. He repeatedly tells

The Boy that they are the
good guys, that they “carry
the fire.” McCarthy’s blunt
style further emphasizes
the harsh environment.
In critique, with so much
build-up dedicated to the
story’s climax, the end of
the novel is too fast-paced,
only partially concluding
with a final twist to the
shocking end.
Although desolate, The
Road is an inspiring read
with just enough edge to
appeal to the majority.

The Talon is the offical, student-run publication of Argyle HS. Its contents and views are produced by the student newspaper staff and do not represent
the opinions of the school adminstration, faculty, school board, or Argyle ISD. Signed guest columns and letters to the editor are subject to editing for
length, liability, obscenity, and poor taste. Submissions should be sent to Mrs. Short in room 107.
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Senior Dreams of Blue Skies, Sun, Perfect Last Year
Kylie Holt | Senior Editor
The sun should be
shining. The sky should
be Tiffany blue. The wind
should be tousling my
hair— and speaking of my
hair, it should be perfect the
moment I get out of bed.
Because that’s what senior
year should be, the best year
of my high school life.
But when I look out the
window and in the mirror,
none of it is perfect. The sun
is too hot, the sky is grey,
the wind is a blow-dryer and
my hair is pointing in every
direction possible. I shrug
and decide, “Oh well, school
will be different.”
But as I walk through
the parking lot and into the
dusty, echoing hallways, I
know I’m wrong. I see the
same faces, conjuring fake, dead smiles
as they attempt to rub the sleep from
their heavy eyes. I smell the same
artificial lemon Pinesol leaving a
streaky soap residue on the tile floor.

I hear the same clatter of metal on
metal as everyone’s locker doors slam
shut. Except for mine, of course, which
stubbornly refuses to open. I sigh and
think to myself, “Oh well, my classes
will be different.”
But by the end of the day, I know

they are not. Another teacher teaches.
Another clock, with the minute hand
slowly creeping from number to number, reminds me how much time has
not passed. The same notes, the same
homework, the same tests, the same
boring grade.

This is my senior year of high
school, and just like every other year,
I find myself counting down the days
to my last day. Except this year, it’s my
last, last day of high school. Ever.
The class of 2013 gathers for a group photo during
the first term of school. Photo by Matt Garnett

Student Council, National Honor Society Give Back
Expand Expectations for Giving, Raise Funds for Angel Tree
Kylie Holt | Senior Editor
Securing a place on
Santa Claus’ “Nice” list,
the school has begun
hosting charity events
in honor of the holiday
season.
On Dec. 5, Student
Council held the Annual
Angel Tree Benefit Dinner in the high school
cafeteria. For $5, attendees from around the
community were treated
with an Olive Garden
dinner, Nothing Bundt
Cakes dessert, guest
speaker George Dunham, and a performance
by the student choir. All
proceeds went towards

raising money and toy
donations for the local
Angel Tree.
“The turnout
WWWWwas fantastic,” Pamela Arrington,
Student Council adviser,
said. “Giving back to the
community is important. It shows how we
are able to step up and
help others in a time of
need.”
Also looking to
make a difference this
year, the National Honor
Society collected member donations of $5 to
spend on children from
Student Council’s Angel

Tree.
“It feels good to
know someone will have
a better holiday because
of our work,” senior
Buckley Wallace, NHS
President, said. “These
kids deserve to wake up
Christmas morning and
see a pile of presents.”
From Student
Council to NHS, the
high school is working
hard to help the local
community.
“That’s what life is
all about,” Arrington
said. “Having the ability
to help others and make
a difference.”

Senior Lexi Ratliff greets Santa at the community Angel Tree dinner on Dec. 5. Photo by Terra Lyon
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PCs Are Not Gone, Only Forgotten
Matt Garnett | Editor in Chief
In this ‘post-PC world’, it is
becoming increasingly popular
to claim that PCs are dead. This,
however, could not be further from
the truth.
The last decade brought massive leaps in technology, propelling companies such as Apple and
Google to new heights. Now that
there are more “iDevices” than
doping allegations against Lance
Armstrong, people like to claim
that they have replaced the personal computer.
Financially, PC makers are on
a decline. HP cut its losses and left
the market just last year, and Dell
followed suit at the end of Febru-

ary. There is a much larger story
here though. You have to take a
step back and analyze the situation.
Why would two of the most valuable brands in the world suddenly
leave their market for enterprise?
Desktop computers keep the
world running, but more specifically, the corporate world. It is
comparing apples to oranges. There
are tasks that are easier on tablettype devices and there are tasks
that a PC can accomplish more
quickly. A study recently published
by Business Insider and SurveyMonkey found that banking, shopping,
work activities, creating documents, and email are easier on PCs,

and in many cases people found
them several times easier. The only
areas that tablets blow PCs out of
the water are social networking,
reading the news and gaming.
It is painfully obvious that tablets will not be replacing PCs any
time soon. There are occupations
that will gain from them. Doctors,
teachers, coaches and others are
already adopting the new ways of
recording simple information via
the tablet, but for meaty emails and
substantial word processing, PCs
continue to be the instrument of
choice.
Top: ‘Black Friday’ graphic by Jaxon
Baum. Bottom Right: Computer lab
503 shown. Photo by Matt Garnett
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Band Champions March Their Way into History

Sam Ramirez | Staff Writer
The marching band
made history Nov. 5
as it earned its third
consecutive 3A state
marching championship. The band competed in San Antonio’s
Alamo Dome against 21
other bands vying for
the state title.
“I didn’t think we
were going to win going
into the competition,”
senior Sara Williams
said.
Several band
students shared Sara’s
sentiment: winning two
straight 3A championships puts a lot of pressure on students going
into competition.

“Yeah, we were all
pretty stressed by the
time we got to state,” junior Monica Canizares
said.
However, the tension the students were
under did not show on
the field.
“They did great,”
senior Melissa Bowman
said after watching the
live stream of the band’s
preliminary performance. “I think they’re
going to win.”
Melissa was right.
The band finished in
first place, with a score
of 12, putting them
only one point ahead
of the second place fin-

isher, Fredericksburg.
“I was amazed,”
sophomore oboist Emily Young said. “It was
a really cool feeling, to
know that I was a part
of winning. When they
announced Argyle, I
just thought about all
the times that I cried,
all the times I was exhausted, and how it all
paid off.”
“I was more relieved than anything
else,” Canizares said.
After the competition, the students were
treated to a night of
pizza and bumper-cars
at a nearby arcade. The
next day, they returned

home to a huge community welcome and
pep rally.
“It was really neat,”
section-leader Cole
McQuirk said. “The
school recognized us
all for winning the
state championship 5
times. We truly are the
champions.”

Above: Photo manipulation
graphic by Blake Dewoody.
Bottom Right: Superintendent Dr. Telena Wright, Band
Director Kathy Johnson, and
Principal Jeff Butts honored
the marching band and it’s
director, Kathy Johnson, at a
pep rally on Nov. 6.
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Playoffs Screech to Halt at Region
Stefan Deshazo | Staff Writer
After winning against the
Melissa Cardinals on Nov. 23, the
team lost 42-24 in the Regional
championship game against the
Gilmer Buckeyes on Nov. 30.
The team intends to come
back next year and make some
essential adjustments to make
those sacrifices to get to state
next year.
“One of the things we hope
to change is losing in the third
round,” defensive coach Ricky
Griffin said. “ And staying
healthy will be an important
factor for making it far in the
playoffs.”
Some of the key players this

year included Reese Thompson
and Hunter Treadwell who were
able to shut down the corners.
“Colton Katzen was also a nice
surprise on the defense,” Griffin
said. “We will also miss senior,
Jimmy Manos’ leadership.”
One of the biggest positives is
that the team was able to regroup
early and make adjustments.
“We had an unselfish team
and everyone knew their roles
this year,” senior Blake Lyle said.
“We were able to come together
after that first loss of the season,
and that made all the difference.”
Head coach Todd Rodgers
commended the players on their
success but knows that in order

to win state next year, many factors have to come together.
“We really have to have the
full commitment of every player,”
Rodgers said. “It takes work
ethic, year round mental and
physical preparation, and sacrifice. Every player has to decide
‘I’m going to do whatever it takes,
and they all have to be on the
same page.”
Top right: Sam Sizelove yells encouragement to his teammates. Middle left: Head
Football Coach Todd Rodgers speaks to the
defense during a timeout. Middle center:
Nick Ralston (‘15) runs the ball up the field
against Celina on their home field. Midde
right: The team listens to Coach Rodger’s
pre-game speech.

Sunshine’s Cloudy Day Morphs into Season Ender
Stefan Deshazo | Staff Writer
The pop of bones could
not be heard in the stands,
but seconds later screams
of agony silenced the
crowd as junior Connor
Wilson, often referred to as
‘Sunshine’, received a season ending injury during
the regional playoff game
against Melissa Nov. 23.
He lined up, preparing
for the next play, but no
one knew it would be his
last of the season.
“I remember the quarterback decided to run and
I got a good running start
at him,” Wilson said. “But
I came down really hard
in a collision with Sam

Sizelove.”
His teammates immediately knew the injury
was serious when Wilson
didn’t get up.
“I saw him on the
ground and I knew it was
bad, because he is a really
tough kid,” Sizelove said.
“The coaches told me it
was his hip, and I heard
Connor screaming.”
Even though Wilson’s
year ended on an injury, he is thankful for
the team having such a
successful season with a
record of 11 wins and 2
loses. Overall, he contributed 8 interceptions and
128 tackles.

Seconds before the season-ending
impact that dislocated his hip, junior
Connor Wilson (‘14) goes for a tackle
assisted by team mates Micha Capra
and Seth Jones at the C. H. Collins
Complex in Denton, Texas on Nov. 23.
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Cross Country Team Sends Two Runners to UIL State
Garrett Hamm | Staff Writer

Whether running, crawling or
hurdling obsticles, cross country running takes dedication and training.
The goal this year was to win state,
and while that did not happen, both
teams won first at district with girls 5th
and boys 6th.
“The team did really good at
district,” sophomore James Eddy said.
“We try to run in groups, and teamwork makes the dream work.”
While many don’t understand
the logistics, cross-country is a team
sport. By running in pairs or larger
groups, the pack of runners help each
other pull through obstacles, while at
the same time, the pack intimidates

runners from other teams and acts as a
moving road block.
“We all pushed ourselves,” sophomore Annamarie Woolums said. “And
all I can say is that I hope everyone did
their best.”
While neither boys nor girls teams
made it to state, at region both Cameron Schafer (5th) and Gabriel Landin
(7th) individually qualified.
I’m really proud for Cameron
and Gabriel,” head boys cross country
coach Scott Styron said. “And I hope
Cameron will get redemption for last
year.”
Last year Cameron was crippled
by stress fractures in both legs and unable to run. He has since been riding
horses for therapy to help complete the

healing process.
“I’m glad all the hard work paid
off,” senior Cameron Schafer said.
“The team has really changed. It is really young, and I’m proud that we have
come this far.”
With poor conditions at state,
including high winds and thick dust,
Landin placed 28th and Schafer 38th.
“I’m glad to have been able to
share the experience with the younger
guys and be able to compete as well as
we did,” senior Gabriel Landin said.
Head girls’ coach Katherine Olsen
is very proud of the season.
“Our region is the toughest 1A
through 5A,” Olsen said. “But the future is great for Argyle cross country.”

Cameron Schafer running in a cross country meet.
Photo by Brandi Eschle

Equestrian Qualifies for National Hunter/Jumper Clinic
Caroline Klapp | Staff Writer

Synchronize, set, soar.
This is what an equestrian
goes through as they hurdle
through and over unspeakable heights all while piloting
a 1,500 lb. animal.
Senior Buckley Wallace has
been hurdling over jumps
since he got his first pony at
the age of ten.
“It’s the most liberating
feeling in the world when
you fly over a jump,” Wallace
said. “And you know that
one false move can make
the difference in winning or
losing a competition. You
and the horse have to be in
perfect harmony.”
One of 16 finalists from
The U.S. Hunter Jumper Association’s Emerging Athletes
Program, Wallace recently
qualified and earned a spot at
the USHJA National Train-

ing Sessions.
“It was a great learning experience,” Wallace said. “I got
to train with Olympic level
athletes for four days.”
Unlike most team sports
that rely heavily on the
success or failures of other
players, equestrian hunter/
jumper competitors rely
solely upon the talent, connection, and determination
of the rider and their horse.
“The bond that you create
with the horse is important,”
Wallace said. “Everything has
to be a mutual relationship.”
Wallace has placed in numerous horse shows across
the country over the past
seven years.
“You’re not always going to
win, but you have to evaluate
your personal accomplishments,” Wallace said. “Yes,
there is some luck involved,
but ultimately the
rider has
to know
exactly
what to
do, when
to do it,

and then the horse has to
be able to execute exactly in
order to have a great ride.
Sometimes flukes just happen, and no matter how
perfect everything goes, it
still may not be your best
performance.”
After his first show at the
age of eleven, Wallace was
determined to succeed. The
hours of time he put in paid
off in more than just medals.
“I’m very competitive,”
Wallace said. “But riding is
not just about winning. It’s
also about learning from
mistakes and improving. I
use my weaknesses to overcome and return stronger
every time.”
Depending on the college
he attends, Wallace hopes to
continue his equestrian career either at a University or
even possibly the Olympics.
“Riding in college is
much different than what
I’m used to today,” Wallace
said. “However, this sport is
something that will always be
a part of me. I will just have
to see where the future takes
me.”

Buckley Wallace rides Wisdom, a horse owned by Rush Weeden and trained by Peter
Wylde, at the Emerging Athletes Program national clinic in Gurnee, Illinois, Nov. 15-18.
Photo by Tricia Booker.

3105 Fort Worth Dr.
Denton, TX 76205

Livestock Feed, Lawn & Garden, Poultry, Pet
Food & Animal Health Products. Authorized
Mobile Chicken Coop Dealer. Soy free non GMO
Chicken Feed.
Email – dandl.denton@verizon.net

the talon

sports - 9

Volleyball Team Ends Just Short of Coveted State Ring
Ashley Book | Staff Writer
At the beginning of this year, the
Lady Eagles aspired to achieve what no
other Argyle volleyball team had ever
accomplished before. And this season
they managed to do just that.
After winning regionals and
making it to state, the varsity team
came further than any other in Argyle
history.
“The girls’ success was very well
deserved,” head coach Clark Oberle
said, “and it was earned. It was a lot of
fun to be a part of.”
On Nov. 16 the girls played their
final game of the season against
Abilene Wylie in the state tournament
at Garland.
“I think in the beginning of the

match we were really nervous because
this was all new to us,” Alyssa Bruton,
a junior on the varsity team, said, “but
Abilene Wylie has been to the state
tournament before. After the first two
games the nerves settled and it started
falling into place.”
Playing a total of five long matches, losing the first two, winning the
next two and barely losing the last
with a score of 16-18, the girls lost the
semi-final game. But the team remains
proud of all that they accomplished
this season, finishing with a strong
record of 35 wins and 11 loses.
“The fans have all been really
supportive,” varsity freshman Eighmy
Dobbins said. “When we got back, it

was so nice of everyone to go out of
their way and tell us good job.”
The girls on the team are also
extremely proud of their undertakings
this year.
“I’m really proud of how far we
got, especially since a lot of people
didn’t think it was going to be possible
with who we had,” returning varsity
senior Sierra James said. “I’m just
proud we were able to make school
history. I think next year’s team will be
even better than this year’s because we
just continue to grow every season and
learn from our mistakes.”
James and the four other varsity
seniors, Blair O’Brien, Bryanna Clark,
Morgan Thompson, and manager,

Emma Havrilka, have ended their
high school volleyball career. Yet, they
could not have left on a better note.
“Being a senior,” Morgan Thompson said, “I feel that it’s going to be
hard leaving the girls because I played
with them for so long. It’s sad, but with
making school history I feel like I can
leave without regrets.”

Left: Freshmen Eighmy Dobbins goes for a serve
in the state semi-finals against Abilene Wylie
on Nov. 16. Top Right: The varsity team rallies
in preparation of their regional game. Bottom
Right: Donning their medals and plaque, the
school history-making team poses with principal Jeff Butts, superintendent Telena Wright
after the awards ceremony, and coaches Clark
Oberle, Natalie Coonrod, and Taylor Barnett.
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Obama Wins Election, Divides Nation

Cutler McMartin | Guest Writer
The 2012 election concluded with Barrack Obama
maintaining his title, one he
will most likely carry until
2018. Cynics have been
hasty to assume the worst.
Let’s take a step back and
discuss some of the predictions that “political experts”
have been putting out there.
Prior to the results, Mitt
Romney supporters such
as Dick Morris seemed
confident Obama would
be ending his presidency,
claiming “this is going to
be a landslide” on “The
O’Reilly Factor” Oct. 31.
It turns out the race
was a lot closer than they
thought it would be, with
Obama winning 332 Electoral College votes against

Romney’s 206. Post-election
percentages revealed a
divided nation as well, in
which a mere 2.8% separated the two candidates.
Maybe some knocking on
wood by the Republican
Party would have changed
the results.
While Obama’s party
rallied, theories began to
circulate about an “Obamageddon”. It depicted
loonier scenarios- such as
Obama’s win being the final
step in securing the Mayan
end of the world on Dec. 21,
2012- but extremists also
predicted that there would
be an economic breakdown
the day after the election.
To their credit, the Dow
Jones did decrease by 2.4%

on Nov. 7. As of now, however, the stock market has
fully recovered and is going
on its merry way. In fact, the
stock market is historically
80% more volatile the day
after the election, regardless
of who will be sitting in office come the New Year.
Obama’s re-election
has also sparked growing
concern that the government is slowly passing
more and more socialist
policies. Some economists
and politicians predict that
the number of Americans
feeling less obligated to
work and more willing to
accept government funding
will only increase during
Obama’s presidency. This
trend is extremely danger-

ous to the nation’s capitalistic system, which requires
the population to strive for
employment in order to
sustain itself.
It’s no wonder “political
experts” have been circulating these expectations. The
problem is simple: none of
the candidates were an ideal
choice for the United States’
current situation. At the
end of the day, both Obama
and Romney are politicians
driven, at least partially, by
the desire to say what the
majority of people want
to hear. Consumed by this
mentality, neither succeeded
in mapping a secure plan
that can guarantee improvement by 2018.

“I’m freakin’ out!
I’ve never emotionally invested myself
in anything as much as Assassin’s
Creed.”-Cole McQuirk
“I am a sheep, and Obama is my
shepherd.”-Travis Lindemann
“All girls are a waste of time.”
–Hunter Lenamon
“Carson, why do you have no pants
on?” –Mrs. Clack
“If they had a contest for drag queen,
I could win.” - Jaxon Baum
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At-Risk Eaglets Tutored By Eagles
Trey Torno| Guest Writer
‘Eagles Helping Eaglets’ is a tutoring program that pairs volunteer high
school students from Challenge Day
Club with “at risk” elementary school
students every other Monday.
This means that every other
Monday, these students get an awesome field trip to the high school,
complete with a school bus ride, a
juice box, and a snack (or maybe two).
It means they get to play games (their
favorite is duck, duck, goose), make
crafts, or possibly do the Hokey Pokey
with some high school kids and Mrs.
Sutton. And it means they get to learn
some key life lessons while they get
their multiplication homework done.
But do not be fooled. The kids are

not the only ones learning and enjoying themselves. While they are putting
together Halloween necklaces and
thanking their tutors for their third
bowl of Chex Mix, the volunteers are
being inspired by
these students joy,
their manners and
their appreciation.
Since ‘Eagles
Helping Eaglets’
began in 2011, the
little buddies and
volunteer numbers have grown
in more ways than
one. The directors
hope to continue
expanding the
program as well,

inspiring additional participants with
each passing year.
Elementary students line up to load the bus from
the high school. Photo by Trey Torno

4
1
5

2

6

Down:
1. Big rock from space crashing with the earth
3. Biological weapons of mass destruction
4. Mass Murder in Europe in 1941–1945
5. Moving metal, designed to help humans
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Across:
2. Electronical devices
6. A burst of fire, hot gas, and lava from space
7. The actual meaning of unveiling or revelation
8. Dead, brain eating monsters
8

Dec. 14- HS Girls BBall @Lake Ctry. Christian

HS Boys BBall @ Home

Dec. 14-15 HS Boys wrestling @ RL Turner HS

END OF THE WORLD CROSSWORD
3

Dec.-Feb. Calendar

Background - Students demonstrate ‘end
of the world’ warfare scenarios. Photo by
Brendan Mitchell

Dec. 17- HS Boys BBall @ Denton Ryan
Dec. 18- HS Girls BBall @ Home
HS Boys wrestling @ Home
Dec. 21- HS Girls BBall @ Springtown
HS Boys BBall @ Texarkana
Liberty-Eylau HS
Start of Christmas Break
Dec. 22- HS Boys wrestling @ Boswell HS
Dec. 27-29- HS BBall Girls @ Saginaw
HS Boys BBall- Whataburger
Tourn. @ Haltom
Jan. 4- HS Girls BBall @ Crandall
HS Boys BBall @ Ft. Worth
Country Day
Jan. 5- HS Boys Soccer @ Frisco
HS Girls Soccer @ Gainesville
Jan. 7- Return to School
HS Boys BBall @ Home
Jan. 8- HS Girls BBall @ Home
HS Boys Soccer @ Home
Jan. 10- HS Boys Soccer @ Prosper
Jan. 11- HS Girls BBall & Boys @
Lonestar Frisco
HS Boys Soccer @ Prosper
Jan. 11-12 HS Girls Soccer Azle Tourn.
Jan. 12- Area Band Auditions
HS Boys wrestling @ Trinity
HS Boys Soccer @ Prosper
Jan. 15 HS Boys & Girls BBall @ Home
HS Boys wrestling @ Azle
HS Boys Soccer @ Northwest
Jan. 17-19- HS Girls Soccer Varsity Tourn.
Jan. 18- HS Boys & Girls BBall @ Celina
HS Boys Soccer @ Cedar Hill
Jan. 19- HS Boys wrestling @ Weatherford
Jan. 21- HS Boys BBall @ Home
Jan. 22- HS Boys Soccer @ Frisco
HS Girls Soccer @ Diamond Hill
Jan. 24-26- HS Boys Soccer @ Saginaw
Jan. 25- HS Boys & Girls BBall @ Ranchview
Jan. 26- HS Boys wrestling @ Marcus
Jan. 28- HS Girls SBall @ Ponder
HS Girls Soccer @ Burkburnett
Jan. 29- HS Girls BBall & Boys @ home
HS Boys Soccer @ Home
Jan. 31- UIL district CX Debate @ Argyle
Feb. 1- HS Girls Soccer @ Home
Feb. 1-2- Winter Guard Contest
HS Boys & Girls BBall @ Aubrey
HS Boys wrestling @ Azle
HS Girls SBall @ Liberty
HS Boys Soccer @ Home
Feb. 4- HS Boys Baseball @ Home
Feb. 5 HS Boys & Girls @ Celina
HS Girls SBall @ Whitesboro
HS Boys Soccer @ Wichita Falls
HS Girls Soccer @ Home
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