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I hope all of you had a relaxing and fun-filled summer! I am looking forward to the
opening of another great school year. We have an exciting year planned with lots of
great events and activities to enhance our learning. Make sure you keep this newsletter
because it is filled with valuable information about the upcoming school year.
Juniata Gap believes all children are inherently talented and positive relationships are the
foundation of our learners. We are continuing our ROCK-IT Program that infuses
Respect, Owning Behavior, Making Good Choices, and Kindness to guide all of our
children to develop their talents and be successful in today’s society.
Juniata Gap is committed to valuing each student learner and providing them the
necessary skills to strengthen our commitment to the school community. As a firm
believer in the Juniata Gap community, it’s critical that we embrace partnerships between
parents, families, friends, community groups, and local businesses to provide a positive
education environment. As we begin our journey as a professional learning community,
we are striving to engage each student in learning through best instructional and
assessment practices. I strive to facilitate the best learning experience for all students in
our school.
Sincerely,

Richard J. Adams

Getting to School
The school day begins at 9:00 a.m. Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. Please do not drop off your
child before 9:00 a.m. unless they are going to breakfast.
Arrival:
9:00-9:10 a.m.
Class Begins:
9:10 a.m.
Pack-Up Bell:
3:20 p.m.
Dismissal:
3:24-3:40 p.m.
If you have any questions or concerns with transportation, please call (814) 946-8220.

Respect…Own it…Choices…Kindness…

Welcome to Juniata Gap Elementary
Home of the Rockets!
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Elementary Student Assistance
Program (ESAP)
The Elementary Student Assistance Program
.(ESAP) is a program that provides services to
students who are struggling academically
due to extenuating circumstances. These
services may include after-school programs,
tutoring, school-based counseling (individual
and/or group), outpatient counseling, and so
forth. Please feel free to contact Miss Tate or
Mr. Adams for more information if you feel
your child could benefit from this program.

Focus for the Year
This year we will continue to focus on literacy,
as we provide daily Guided Reading
instruction to all students. We believe when
our students focus on reading, writing,
speaking, and listening, they will be more
productive in and out of the classroom.
We will also focus on positive behavior on the
bus, in the hallways, in the cafeteria and in
the classrooms. More information will be sent
home the first week of school to explain new
policies concerning behavior.

Important Information
for the New Year
Parent Resources to
Cafeteria prices are:







Breakfast
o $ .90 for breakfast
o $ .30 for reduced breakfast
o $ .60 for ala cart breakfast
o $ 2.00 for adult breakfast
Lunch
o $ 2.00 for lunch
o $ .40 for reduced lunch
o $ 1.00 for ala carte lunch
o $ 3.00 for adult lunch



Physical Education Please have
your child wear sneakers for his or
her PE time.
Student Accident Insurance
information is posted on AASD
homepage. Click the link under



Parent/Student Handbooks and
Forms.
Temporary Absence Forms ~
Forms may be retrieved from the
school office or on-line at
http://www.aasdcat.com/ click on
“Resources”, “Parent Resources”,
and “Forms/Handbooks” to locate
a Temporary Absence Form. This
form must submitted for review at
least 10 days in advance. The
student must be in good standing
(grades, attendance, discipline).
ALL early dismissals ~ Send a
note to your child’s teacher if you
need to pick your child up early
for an appointment. Be sure to
state the reason and time you will
be picking up your child. All
students must be signed out in

the main office when being
dismissed early. The individual
picking up a student must be on the
student’s Emergency Medical
Procedure Form under Child Pickup list, and have photo
identification in order for the child
to be released. Excuses for
student absences must be turned
in within 3 days of the date of
absence. After 3 days, the
absence will be classified as
Illegal/Unexcused.
ListServ ~ To receive information
periodically through the school
year, go to JGAP.aasdcat.com and
Click on “Join Our ListServ” and
follow the instructions.





Communication is the Key to
. Success





If you haven’t already done
so please sign up for

Skyward.
Skyward Family Access
replaced Progress Book last
year as the new system for

parents to monitor and
participate in their child’s
education while staying in
touch with teachers.
As a parent, you are able to 
view student attendance,
grades, upcoming
assignments and other
important information.

Students will have their own
accounts to check grades,
complete on-line
assignments and more.
You will have access to
student information in a
format that meets your
needs at a time that meets
your schedule.
Skyward is a powerful tool
that leverages AASD for
future opportunities to
enhance communication
with parents.



The Skylert system will call a
parent/guardian every
day when a student isn’t
present.
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Safety
Please remember to bring your driver’s license with you when you come visit our
school. We will require all visitors who will be entering the main building to scan in
through School Gate Guardian. Please understand this is for the safety of our
students and staff.
Upon entering the school, please be patient when pushing the button to ring the
doorbell. The secretary is very busy and can’t get to the intercom fast at all times.
Patience and cooperation will be greatly appreciated. Once you are in the
building please scan your driver’s license through School Gate Guardian.
Attendance

COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE LAWS
Compulsory school attendance refers to the minimum and maximum age required by which
a student must be enrolled in and attending public school or some equivalent education
program defined by the law. The state of Pennsylvania requires all children to be enrolled
in school between the ages of 8 and 17.
 Pre-Kindergarten – 2 hours, 30 minutes, each day for 180 days/year.
 Kindergarten – 2 hours, 30 minutes, each day of the school term.
 Grades 1-6 – 900 hours for the school year.
 Grades 7-12 – 990 hours for the school year.
The Department of Education School Attendance Improvement and Truancy Reduction plan
requires students to meet the minimum annual hourly requirements for each specified grade
level
Parent Handbook
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Parent Events
In order to keep our building secure
and our students and staff safe,
when entering the building for an
event, you will sign-in in the lobby at
the table that will be provided. A
volunteer will be there to assist you if
you have questions. If you plan on
taking your child with you after the
event you will sign them out at that
time.

Reminders to Parents from the AASD
Elementary School Nurses
Kindergarten Parents: Please send in updated
immunizations if there are additions to those
dates given at Kindergarten Registration. K and
3rd grade Parents: A dental exam is required to
be on file for your student. If a private dental
exam form is not received, a school dental
examination will be scheduled in the spring.
K and 6th grade Parents: A physical exam is
required to be on file for your student. If a
private physical exam form is not received, a
school physical examination will be scheduled in
the spring. Please contact your school nurse if a
form is needed for either exam.
Effective August 1, 2017, the PA Department of
Health will require all grades to have the
following immunizations to be included:


Please enusre your child is dressed
appropriately for school. Guidelines will be
in the parent handbook if you are
questioning what is acceptable. We know
that shorts are permitted all year long,
however, please monitor what your child
wears to school once the weather gets
cold. A coat or sweatshirt would be wise to
send with your child to keep in his or her
locker. Flipflops are not safe and we
suggest these not be worn.

Calcium plays a key role in strengthening your
child’s bones and teeth – and it’s not just found
in dairy products. Dark leafy green also count
toward the 1,000 mg of calcium your child
needs each day. And look for the phrase
“calcium-fortified” on orange juice, cereals,
English muffins, and non-dairy “milk”.






4 doses of tetanus, diphtheria, and acellular
pertussis * 1 dose must be on or after the 4th
birthday.
4 doses of polio * 3 doses if third dose is given
at 4 years or older
2 doses of measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)
3 doses of Hepatitis B
2 doses of varicella (chicken pox) or
evidence of immunity

If any student is missing any of the above they
must obtain the next dose or final dose within
the first 5 days of school beginning 2017-18
school year or may be excluded.
Medications: If it is necessary for a medication to
be administered during the school day, a
doctor’s order is required and must be provided
to the school nurse. An updated doctor’s order
is required each school year. Medication must
be in the original labeled prescription bottle with
the student’s name and dosage.
Please DO NOT send medication with your child.
We ask that you hand deliver your child’s
medication to ensure medications do not get
into the wrong hands. Please contact Mrs.
Weidlich/Ms. Eastbourne, the school nurses, at
(814) 946-8401, Ext. 3306 with any questions or
concerns. Please note that changes have been
made to the District’s Health Policy. You can
find the information in the Parent Handbook.
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Volunteering

COUNSELOR
Back to School! What an exciting time for
children and adults who work with them! We
want to make the experience of coming to
school a happy one that will help your child
develop a new independence and learn skills
that will serve them well as they progress
through life.
Miss Tate, the Elementary School Counselor
for Juniata Gap Elementary, is available to
work with parents and children from
kindergarten through sixth grade. School
Counseling is seen as an ongoing process of
services designed to prevent small problems
from growing. Sometimes Miss Tate works
directly with children, but often she works
through parents and/or teachers to help your
child. If your child meets with Miss Tate, you
should not become unduly concerned. When
an ongoing problem exists, you will be
contacted directly by the school.

PTO
Our Parent Teacher Organization plays a
very big role in the activities that go on here
at Juniata Gap. They help fund field trips,
throw parties, and partner with the
community for local fundraisers to support
our school and much more. They need your
help to continue making Juniata Gap a
memorable school experience for students.
Please contact Janelle Archey, PTO President
for more information.

The AASD Volunteer Manual is now available
on the AASD homepage under the Volunteer
tab. The manual contains all the current
volunteer clearance
requirements
and
guidelines as to how to obtain them.
Additionally, the volunteer manual will be
available in the Juniata Gap School Office
along with the policies listed within the
manual. If you have any questions about the
AASD Volunteer Manual, please call the
school office at 946-8401.
Additionally, the Volunteer Acknowledgement
document asks for “School Activity” and the
Volunteer Affidavit asks for “Position(s)
Applied for”. Please utilize “Parent Volunteer”
for both items when completing the documents
for Juniata Gap Elementary School.
You will be asked to read and sign a
Confidentiality Agreement. Pennsylvania laws
protect students against invasion of privacy.
This must be signed and returned to the main
office before you can volunteer this school
year.
*Please note that, at the discretion of the
principal, failure to follow any of these rules
could result in your removal as a school
volunteer.
Other Reminders for All Volunteers
1) Use the office door and sign-in with the
secretary.
2) Any football or basketball coach must
adhere to school district policies while in or on
school district property as well as to all rules
and policies of Central Blair Recreation
Commission and the Altoona Football League.
3) Volunteers cannot move about the school
as they wish. Volunteers must report to their
assigned area to accomplish a specific task.
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Elementary TIP Box
A red, TIP box has been placed in the
main office for students to deposit
“tips” regarding bullying,
anonymously. Mr. Adams and Miss
Tate will check this box and follow up
as needed. Miss Tate also keeps a
folder in the office for student
communication/messages.
The phone line that is monitored by
our Director of Security is 946-TIPS.
Also available is a free text line for
people in crisis: Text HELLO to 741-741 if
you or anyone you know is in need.

Rock-it Pledge
WE CAN ROCK-IT EVERYDAY!
Respect everyone at school.
Owning behavior is so cool.
Make choices that are smart.
Keep kindness in your heart.
Respect, own it, choices,
kindness.
At Juniata gap is where you’ll
find this.

Please support the Juniata Gap
teachers and staff to instill these
character traits in our students. It
takes every one of us to model what it
takes to ROCK-it each and every
day!

NEW “Skylert”
We are currently expanding the use of
our Skyward software to include parent
notification of elementary
students. Beginning this school year,
parents/guardians will receive phone,
email and text message notification on
the day of their child’s absence. If you
have not completed the Skylert section
of Skyward, please take the time to
enter or update your contact
preferences as soon as possible. It is
important that you maintain up-to-date
contact information as this will be the
information that is used to notify you of
absences, emergency alerts, school
delays, cancellations and other
important communications.
As a parent, we hope you have taken
time to familiarize yourself with Skyward
Family Access and regularly view your
student(s) attendance, grades,
upcoming assignments and other
important information. As a reminder,
you may access Skyward at:
http://skyweb.aasdcat.com . If you
need help accessing Skyward Family
Access you may contact our office at
946-8401.
Nationwide, 7.5 million students miss
nearly a month of school each
year. Talk to the kids in your life about
the importance of going to school
EVERY DAY. This helps us create a
culture of good attendance.

Thank you for your patience as we
continually work to improve our
communication with our families.
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