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Tom comes to MP from Frankfurt

Mobridge-Pollock earned a team excellence award at the State Oral
Interpretation Festival in Aberdeen over the weekend. Pictured are: (back
from left) Eliza George, Grady Mettler, coach Molly English, Rehana Marker,
Jalen Hitland and Rachel Goldsmith; (front from left) Genevieve Krause and
– Submitted photo –
Calico Ducheneaux.

Oral interp team earns
top awards at state
The oral interp team
earned several awards at
the State Oral Interpretation
Festival, held Dec. 1 and 2
in Aberdeen. Overall, Mobridge-Pollock earned a team
excellence award and three
categories earned superior
ratings. Those earning superior ratings were: Genevieve
Krause with a humorous

reading, Calico Ducheneaux
in storytelling, and Ducheneaux, Krause, Jalen Hitland
and Rachel Goldsmith in
reader’s theater with “Amazon Nation.”
“I am very proud of my
whole team their hard work,”
said coach Molly English.
- Mrs. Shillingstad -

Music students perform
in San Antiono, Texas
The MPHS music students
spent three days in San Antonio, Texas, performing at
SeaWorld, Cathedral of San
Fernando and Six Flags Fiesta
Texas. The busses of musicians and singers left Mobridge on Saturday, Nov. 18,
and got home Thanksgiving
evening. While there, the staff
at Six Flags awarded each
band and chorus member
with a trophy for their performances.
A total of 59 students went
on this exploration that was
paid for through fundraisers
for about two and a half years.
This trip was made possible
by our school staff, parents,
our giving community, and
especially former band director Marian Beck, our band
director Kristen Scheidt and

our chorus instructor Lisa
Zahn.
I was one of the travelers
that was lucky enough to go
on this music trip, my personal opinion is that it was
an amazing opportunity for
high schoolers to perform
outside of our usual crowds
and to share our small-town
talent with other states. Most
kids enjoyed their trip and the
small break from the chilly
weather.
“The food was good, the
sights were amazing, everything down there was beautiful, said Ronny Troyer. All-inall the trip was an 11 out of 10,
and I’m going to remember
this trip with fondness for a
very long time.”
-Kala Schily -

Wrestlers have nine seniors
The Mobridge-Pollock
wrestling team has 22 wrestlers this year and every
weight class fi lled.
This year’s team consists of
nine seniors in Nathan Bauer,
Zach Faehnrich, Jason Gerry,
Stone Jensen, Carson Keller,
Dakota Nickels, Kegan Pearman, Jaden Shepherd and
Dakota Weleba.
All of the wrestlers have
common goals about wanting to make it to state and win
state as a team.
“This team is full of hard
workers, who all have per-

sonal and team goals to
accomplish this year,” said
Stone Jensen. “I think we have
a good chance of accomplishing that.”
The team took 17 wrestlers
to the Stanley County Invitational this past Saturday in
Fort Pierre. The wrestlers gave
their all and came close to
winning the tournament, but
fell one point short of Spearfish, who took first with 259
points to Mobridge-Pollock
with 258.
- Alexandria Steiger -

This year, at MPHS, we have
three new foreign exchange
students, Ella Richling,
Jonas Bratholmen, and Tom
Zott. Ella was the first one of
the three to be interviewed
and Jonas was second. Those
two were featured in the past
two months of Tiger Tales and
Tom is featured this month.
Tom is from Frankfurt, Germany. Along with Ella and Jonas, he came here through the
program Education First.
Tom said that he came to
America for a new experience,
to visit some of the colleges,
and see how American basketball is played. He decided
to become a foreign exchange
student last year around
Christmas time. Tom did not
choose to come to Mobridge,
but he said he likes it here very
much. As part of the program,
the host family gets to select
the student who will best fit
with their family. Tom’s host
family is Jessie and Mike
Norder, and sons Josh and
Kregan. Jessie and Mike have
had many foreign exchange
students in the past such as
Phil Henssler, who attended
MPHS last year. Tom met Phil
while in New York.
“The Norders are really awesome and I like spending time
with them and they’re very

helpful,” said Tom.
Considering Frankfurt isn’t
comparable to Mobridge,
when Tom first arrived in Mobridge, he said, “I thought it
was very small and welcoming
when I first got here. I thought
of everyone here as a big family.”
When asked if he was nervous to come to the U.S., Tom
said, “I was actually really
nervous to come here because
we have a different slang and I
also didn’t know what kind of
people would be here.”
Tom was then asked if he
has gotten homesick at all,
considering he hasn’t seen
his family since July 19 when
he arrived in New York to get
ready for his host family.
He said, “I really miss
my mother for sure and my
friends. But it’s definitely not
as hard as I thought it was
going to be. I Facetime my
mother every day, or at least I
try to.”
When Ella was interviewed
she said that in Germany it’s
more common for people to be
vegetarians and that she was
one until she came here. Tom
was asked the same question
and he said that he was never
a vegetarian, but, “You guys
use way more sugar here and
you eat a lot more unhealthy

Tom Zott
things than we do.”
Although it is common for
high school students to work
outside of school, Tom did not
have a job back in Germany.
This year Tom is participating in football, basketball, and
track in the spring. Tom was
in basketball back in Germany
and he played on the National
basketball team. “I plan on
coming back to America
because I would like to go to
college here and play college
basketball,” said Tom.
He will be in the U.S. until
June 12.
- Myia Feist -

School offers incentives for students
This year, Mobridge-Pollock
High School has been offering a new incentive for students. Although it’s been in
progress since school started,
it’s taking on new meaning
with the end of the semester
only a few weeks away, and
semester tests scheduled for
Dec. 20 and 21.
Students may be eligible
for semester test exclusion if
they meet certain criteria. The
standards include but are not
limited to, four or less unexcused absences, two or less
tardies per quarter, a grade of
C or above, and an acceptable
attitude and behavior in the
classroom. The requirements
are figured on a “per class”
basis.
Since the criteria used to

determine the semester test
is per class, a student may
have to take a semester test in
some classes, but not others.
For example, if a student has
six unexcused absences in
science, but only two in math
(and meets the other requirements) that student would
have to take the semester test
in science, but not math.
Also, it is important to
understand the difference between excused and unexcused
absences. Unexcused would
be anything from waking up
late, my car didn’t start, or
just not showing up without a
parent or guardian notifying
the school. Excused absences
would be a chiropractor appointment, family emergency,
or anything along those lines,

that is excused with a doctor’s
note or the family’s ok.
This incentive is intended
to promote better attendance,
reward those students who
have good attendance, and for
all who do not want to take
those dreaded semester tests.
“I’m a changed student, I
had 30-plus tardies last year
and I haven’t had any this
year. I hate taking tests, so the
incentive motivates me to get
to school on time,” said
Alexandria Steiger. It seems
like other students are interested in the incentive as well
and are working hard to keep
those absences and tardies
under the mark.
- Trey Ulmer -

Tiger hoops is young team this year
Finally, the best season of
sports is upon us. That’s right,
basketball is here and coach
Mike Busch and the boys
of our 2017 basketball team
couldn’t be more excited.
Unfortunately, this year we
do not have any seniors on the
team, but we do have seven
juniors, five sophomores, and
11 freshmen.
“We have a young team, but
we have four players that are
juniors and two sophomores
that played valuable minutes
on the 2016 basketball team,”
said coach Busch.
The four juniors who are

returning from last year are
Noah Fried, Noah Feyereisen,
Jalen Hitland, and Braxton
Albers. The two returning
sophomores are Reese Cerney
and Caden Halsey. The boys
officially started practice
Monday, Nov.27.
In addition to practice,
“We’ve had several players
put many hours in the gym.
Our guys had an outstanding
summer together,” said coach
Busch.
This summer the boys attended a team camp in Mitchell and the team camp coach
Busch held here in Mobridge.

As you can tell, the team is
pretty young this year but it
helps that they have a couple
former starters returning. The
boys’ first game will be home
on Dec. 9 for a double header
against Britton-Hecla. If you
ask any of the boys, they are
all very eager and excited to
get the season started and to
see what happens.
“I believe we have a special
group of guys,” said coach
Busch. “They love the game of
basketball and hopefully, play
selfless team basketball this
season.”
- Myia Feist -
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