As a system, we are fortunate to have many proactive safety practices in place. From
formal school plans, regular drills, security personnel, video surveillance and an active,
full-time police officer, it is clear that school safety has always been our top priority. Our
relationship with Culver City Police Department is very strong and this partnership is
essential for crisis training, prevention and response. Beyond our many efforts that have
been in place, we continue to assess and enhance our efforts to provide safe and secure
school sites. From additional communication resources (radios and cameras) to planned
training and facility upgrades, we are committed to investing in even safer learning
environments.
In addition to our security-focused work, we are equally intentional about providing
positive, accepting, kind and responsive learning environments. District-wide antibullying curriculum and training, counseling support, behavioral specialist staffing, and
training for all staff regarding positive behavior interventions are a few examples of our
clear commitment to the positive development of the whole child. Many of our partners
are equally invested - providing mentoring support, medical and mental health services
as well as many ways for students to be connected to positive programs and peer
groups.
There are many factors that impact school safety and the key to continued and improved
preparedness is timely, ongoing communication and cooperation. Without question, this
is a shared goal, expectation and responsibility. Please contact me directly with any
questions at davidlarose@ccusd.org
On behalf of our entire CCUSD team, thank you for your support, trust and confidence.

Dave
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~ Patricia Siever, CCUSD Board of Education V.P.
Culver City Schools support the “whole” child; foremost
among district priorities is a safe, secure environment.
To sum up the district obligation to children, we protect,
educate and support our students.

~ Nancy Goldberg, CCUSD Board of Education
When parents drop their children off at school in the
morning, their number one priority is that their child be safe.
CCUSD shares this priority and will make the necessary
investments to protect our children from harm. CCPD
shares this deep commitment to the safety and well-being of
our students and we are confident in their ability to do so.

~ Laura Chardiet, CCUSD Board of Education

As an educator myself, I know the intense focus we
place on protecting each and every student on campus.
I am proud of what we do every day and look forward to
continuing to make improvements so that our schools are as
safe as they can be.
~ Karlo Silbiger, CCUSD Board of Education
Culver City High School students are very fortunate to
attend an educational institution where safety is a priority
amongst its administration. However, in light of recent
horrific events, I personally feel it’s time for more security
measures to be set in place, especially as it relates to
campus access. Students should immediately report any
suspicious activity to the administration to ensure the safety
of our school, and all its attendants.

~ Kalena Kettering, CCHS Student Board Representative

Every School, Every Child, Every Day

Ensuring that every child learns, grows and develops to their greatest potential is the
purpose of our school-home-community partnership. This partnership is grounded in our
shared and unwavering belief that every child is capable of success – without exception.
We make “success” possible for every child by being attentive to and intentional about
every factor that impacts a child’s performance. Clearly, CCUSD embraces a “whole
child” vision of success, recognizing that in order for a child to succeed they must be
safe, cared for, connected, challenged, healthy and hopeful. Simply put, for children to
succeed, they must first and foremost feel safe – socially, emotionally and physically.
Safe, positive, encouraging learning environments are essential for children to succeed –
and never before has our emphasis on safety been greater.

The Board has been extremely proactive in trying to provide
our children and schools with an atmosphere that is free of
violence. This is the Board’s paramount obligation to our
children, staff and schools. As a mother of four children,
I am, and always will be, wholeheartedly committed and
dedicated to ensuring that we have an “iron clad” security
system for the protection of our children and our schools.

SAFETY: PRIORITY #1

Dear CCUSD Family,

~ Kathy Paspalis, CCUSD Board of Education President

“

Safety:
Our Top Priority
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I have taken the “Sandy Hook Promise” and look forward to
working with our administrators, staff and larger community
to ensure that all our students and everyone that works with
them continue to be safe on our campuses. The safety of
our CCUSD community comes first, even before our charge
to educate our students, as one cannot learn without first
being in a safe and secure environment.

DID YOU KNOW ...

DID YOU KNOW ...

DID YOU KNOW ...

CCUSD has more than 100 video surveillance cameras in place on
its campuses and that the Culver City Police Department can monitor
them 24 hours a day, seven days a week?

All CCUSD schools have formal school safety plans, communications
radios, school safety teams, emergency supplies and conduct regular
drills, including fire, earthquake and lock down?

CCUSD has a Security Director and a team of security officers that
are on-site at each campus every day as well as a full-time, armed
Culver City Police Officer (School Resource Officer) in our schools?

Culver City Police and Fire Department response times are
among the best in the country. In an emergency, CCPD has
a campus response time of less than 2 to 3 minutes, while
CCFD’s response time is approximately 3 minutes.

Support for the Whole Child

Meet Our SRO ...

There are many factors that impact student success as well as school safety. As such,
CCUSD is committed to providing support for the whole child to ensure that in addition
to academics, we provide programs and people to support the emotional, physical and
behavioral health of children as well. Here are a few:

Our School Resource Officer Al Casillas was part of the
first SRO program in CCUSD – begun in 2000. Today, Ofcr.
Casillas has seen three of his children graduate from Culver
City schools and currently has two children at Culver City
Middle School. A 24-year veteran of the Culver City Police
Department, Ofcr. Casillas routinely visits as many as five
CCUSD campuses every day, getting to know students,
parents and teachers.

• Districtwide anti-bullying curriculum for students and training for administrators,
teachers, instructional specialists, playground aides and security staff as well as a
Districtwide anti-bullying task force focuses strictly on this issue
• Culver City Youth Health Center – an on-campus resource that provides free
physical health services as well as mental health services for depression, anxiety,
eating disorders, substance abuse and family violence, including one-on-one, group
and family counseling

Safety: A Team Effort
Parents and community members play a big role in helping us keep our students safe. In
many ways, the responsibility of campus safety is shared by us all. Here’s how you can
help:
• Understand and comply with school check-in procedures when visiting campus.
Showing your ID and wearing a visitor’s sticker might seem like an inconvenience,
but it helps us provide a safer campus environment.
• Pay attention to your surroundings. If you notice someone or something that seems
out of place on or near campus, tell someone. Contact the school directly or call the
Culver City Police Department’s non-emergency line at (310) 837-1221.
• Drop off and pick up your students on time.
• Keep your emergency contact information up-to-date with your child’s school(s).
• Discuss safety tips with your child, encourage them to put those tips into practice
and above all, ensure that your child feels comfortable discussing safety issues,
their concerns or fears, or any potentially inappropriate events that have possibly
transpired. Visit www.safekids.org for a variety of safety tips for home and school.
• Understand and comply with your school’s unique emergency procedures.
Remember, in some emergencies, the last thing parents should do is come to
campus. Each school has a reunion location for reuniting parents and students as
well as protocols for notifying parents about any on-campus incidents.

• A team of dedicated Guidance Counselors who work with CCMS and CCHS students
on everything from conflict resolution to academics to behavioral issues
• District Behavioral Specialists, who work with students and training staff in positive
behavior systems
• School-based student study teams, a team of adult professionals who work together
to intervene and support students who struggle socially, emotionally and behaviorally

He works closely 		
with CCUSD’s Security
Director and his staff
to review protocols
on every campus, walks a
regular footbeat during busy times
at CCHS and CCMS and regularly
interacts with students to assess and deter
potential problems. Ofcr. Casillas also has a live feed
of CCUSD video surveillance cameras on his phone,
computer and police vehicle.
Ofcr. Casillas can be reached at (310) 253-6317.

IMPORTANT RESOURCES
SAFETY TIPS FOR KIDS AND PARENTS
The National Crime Prevention Council provides tips and
resources on a wide variety of topics, including bullying, cell
phone safety, disaster preparedness, internet safety, school
safety, violent crime and personal safety.
www.ncpc.org/topics
KEEPING KIDS SAFE ON-LINE
NetSmartz Workshop is an interactive, educational program
of the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children® that
provides age-appropriate resources to help teach children how
to be safer on- and offline. The program is designed for children
ages 5-17, parents and guardians, educators, and law enforcement. With resources such as videos, games, activity cards,
and presentations, NetSmartz entertains while it educates.
www.netsmartz.org

TALKING WITH KIDS ABOUT NEWS
The Public Broadcasting System (PBS) provides strategies
for discussing today’s headlines, from war and violence to the
latest storm and disaster. Resources include how to calm kids’
fears, stimulate their minds, and encourage them to think about
their place in the world.
www.pbs.org/parents/talkingwithkids/news/
REPORT A PROBLEM ANONYMOUSLY
WeTip provides an absolutely anonymous crime reporting
resource to residents, students and businesses throughout
the country and here in Culver City. WeTip operators staff
toll-free, crime hotlines and Internet lines, 24 hours-a-day, 365
days-a-year and will relay all tip information to law enforcement
agencies absolutely anonymously.
www.wetip.com • 800-78-CRIME • 800-47-DRUGS •
855-86-BULLY

CCUSD CONTACT INFO:
Culver City Youth Health Center – (310) 842-4328
CCUSD Security Director Ted Yant – (310) 842-4200, ext 3334
El Rincon Elementary School – (310) 842-4340
El Marino Language School – (310) 842-4241
Farragut Elementary School – (310) 842-4323
La Ballona Elementary School – (310) 842-4334
Linwood E. Howe Elementary School – (310) 842-4338
Culver City Middle School – (310) 842-4200
Culver City High School – (310) 842-4200
Culver Park High School – (310) 842-4376
Culver City Adult School – (310) 842-4300
Office of Child Development – (310) 842-4230
CCPD Non Emergency – (310) 837-1221
CCUSD Facilities Department – (310) 842-4322, ext 4226

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS? PLEASE CONTACT CCUSD SUPERINTENDENT DAVE LAROSE AT (310) 842-4220, ext 4204 • DAVIDLAROSE@CCUSD.ORG

